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BMmecTe ¢ BeCHOU B JieC MPUXOAUT HOBas OMACHOCTb MaBOZAOK YTPOXKaeT
JKU3HU [IUKUX KOTOB, K TOMY >Ke pbiba B OTpaB/IeHHOW /HObMHU peKe cTajia
HernpurofHou nns muiu. OrHerpuB M KpyToOOK cracaroT KOTSIT, TOMOTaroT
efly [/ TIOCTpajiaBllier0 OT HaBogHeHUs1 PeuHOro mJieMeHHU.
OO6cTtaHOBKa B JleCy Haka/seTCs TMPOTUBOCTOSIHYE
YCU/IMBAeTCs C KaKJbIM THEM U HEO)KHUJAaHHO OTKPBIBAIOTCSI BCE HOBbIE TAWHHI. . .
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[Iposior

JlepsiHble KOI'TH X0JI0/ia CTUCHYIIU JIeC, N0/ U BepPeCKOBYHO MyCTollb. CHer
yKyTas BCe BOKPYT U TUXOHBKO TOOJIeCKMBA/ B CBeTe HOBOMU JiyHbl. HUuTO He
HapyllaJo JIeCHOU TULLWHBI, JUIIb C TUXAM LIOPOXOM OCBINA/ICS CHEr C BeTBeu
[la efie CJIBIIHO B3/bIXa/l OT BeTpa BBICOXIIMM KaMblll. /la)ke Becesibli Jieret
peKU CMOJIK 107 TO/ILei /b/ja, CKOoBaBlleil ee Oepera.

Ho BOT 4TO-TO ITPOMEJIBKHYJ/IO Y CaMOro Kpas peku. I3 Kamblilia BEICTYIINI
OrpoMHbIN KOT. Ero pbbKasi 11epcTKa cTosiia bI0oM oT xonoaa. OH 0CTOPOXKHO
TiepecTas/isyl yToIaroliye B CHery Jjalbl U HeTeplie/IMBO OTPAXUBa/l UX MOC/Ie
Ka)KZIOro 1iara.

Briepey KoTa KOIOIIW/IUCE B CHETr'y /[iBa KPOLLIeUHbIX KOTeHKa. MaJibliiy C
TPYAOM TIpOK/aajbiBand cebe [0opory M >kaJobOHO MUIAAM OT Xojoja u
ycTanocTtu. C KaXXbIM 1aroM OHU C TOJI0BOU MPOBaJ/IMBA/IUCH B MYILIUCTBIA CHET.
IllepcTh Ha UX JANKax U )KUBOTaX IpeBpaTW/iachk B 3aj1ejeHeBllIne COCY/IbKU, HO
CTOMJIO KOTSITaM XOTh HA MUT OCTAHOBUTHCS, KaK OOJIBIIION KOT TYT >Ke TOJKal UxX
BIIEpEe/.

KoTbl Openv BRO/b pekd, TMokKa He AoOpanmuch [0 MecTa, e Ppyc/o
pacumpsiochk. Ellje HeCKonbKO I1aroB, W BIiepe/id, Hemofaneky oT Oepera,
roKasascsi HeOO/bLIOW, 3apOCIIMi KaMbIIIOM, OCTPOBOK. ['ycThle 3apociu
TPOCTHUKA OKPY)Xa/ldi OCTPOB, WX BBICOXIIIME CTe0/M BOWHCTBEHHO TOpYAIU
rnpssMo u30 JibZa. Huskopocsble rosele WBLI CBelIUBa/JM [0 3€M/IU CBOU
3aCHe>XeHHbIe BeTBU, CKPbIBasi 1EHTP OCTPOBA OT JiF0OOMBITHBIX B30POB.

— [MouTu nput! — PUOOOAPUI KOTSAT PbDKUN KOT. — 3a MHOM!

OH cnycruncs c Oepera, HBIDHYT B Yy3KWUW MpoOxo[ B 00JiefeHeBLINX
3apoC/aAX Kamblllla W OJHHUM  IIPbDKKOM  IIepeMaxHy/l Ha  CyXYIo,
IOXPYCTHIBAIOL[YI0 OT MOpo3a 3eM/t0. OfUH U3 KOTAT — TOT, YTO MOKpYIIHee,
BCKapabkasicsi Ha OCTPOB BC/e[, 3a KOTOM, HO CaMblii MajleHbKHUMl JIWIIb
OecroMoI[HO CKOPYMWJICS Ha JbAy M >kKanobHo 3amsykan. Ilomennus, KOT
CIIPBICHYJI Ha Jie[ ¥ MOMBITAJICS IIOAHATH MaJIblllla Ha HOTY, HO OT YCTa/JI0CTH TOT
He Mor Jaxe moiieBenuTbcsi. KoT ¢ rpyboBaToil HEKHOCTBIO JIM3HY/J €ro 3a
yIllIaMH, yXBaTW/I 3a LIKHUPKY U IIOHEeC Ha OCTPOB.

ITo3a1 VBOBBIX JlepeBbeB Jjiexkasia MoJIsHKa, Iopoclias KycTtapHUKoM. CHer
3fecb ObIT BeChb HCHeLpeH CjielaMd MHOXKeCTBa Kollaubux Jar. [lossiHka
Ka3zajach TYCTBIHHOW, HO, TIPUIVISA/IEBIINCh, MOXXHO ObIIO pacCMOTpeTb B
3apOC/IIX YbU-TO CBeTdluecs via3a. OHUM BHUMATe/IbHO C/Ie[U/IU 38 KOTOM, a TOT
TIPUOIU3UIICS K CaMOMY OOMbIIIOMY KYCTY U PEIIUTe/NbHO MPOTHUCHY/ICS BHYTDPb



yepe3 CrIeTeHHbIE BETBH.

[Tocsie TIPOHU3BIBAKOIEr0 HOUHOTO XOJIofla JleTCKasi BCTPeTW/a KOTOB
VIOTHBIM TEIVIOM M 3araxoM MOJOKa. B rimy0oKoM rHe3[bllliKe, CIIJIETEHHOM M3
MXa U Bepecka, cujiesia cepasi Komika. OHa KOpMH/Ia KpOILIEYHOTO T0JI0CaTOro
KOoTeHKa. KoIllka yaMB/IeHHO TIO[HsJIa TOJIOBY, KOTZa OOMBIION DPBDKUN KOT
NpUOMM3U/ICS K Hel W TONOXKWI Ha 3eMJII0 KpOIIIeYHOro KOTeHKa. Bropoi
Masbllll CcaM Bjie3 B JIETCKYIO U Terepb IbITa/lCS BCKapaOKaTbCs B Teruioe
THE3/IBIIIKO.

— 3JT10 ThI, JKenyap? — yAUBIEHHO MSAYKHY/a Kollka. — Koro 3To Thl
ripuHec?! — 310 KoTATa, Jly>Kuiia, — orBeTu1 XKenyab. — Tbl Bo3bMelllb UX?
VM Hy)XKHa MaThb.

— Ho nopoxau... — u3yMJleHHe U HeJoBepue IUIeCKa/lIMCh B JKeJIThIX

razax JIykuipl. — Ubu 310 KOTATA? OHU He npuHajjiexar PeyHomy rieMeHu!
OTKyza Tbl B35UT UX?

— §1 Hamien ux B necy, — mnipobopmortan Kenynb, oTBOAsA T1a3a. — MM
TIOBE3710, UTO 5 CZieJiasl 3TO PaHbliie JIUCHI.
— B necy?! — HemoBepuMBO MpOTsIHY/a KoposjeBa. — HaBepHoe, Tbl

TIpUHKUMAeIlb MeHsi 3a 6e3Mo3rnyro MbIiKy! Kakas MaTb GpOCUT CBOMX /IETOK B
niecy, Jja ewje B TaKOKM-TO MOpO3?!

JKejyap Heoripe/ie/IeHHO I10BeJI TI/IeYOM.

— ITouem MHe 3HaTh? MoxkeT, ux Opocunu Opoasru wnu [IByHorue. B
mobom ciiydyae s He MOT OCTaBUTb UX TaM, mpaBfa? — OH TKHYZT HOCOM
HETIOZIBIDKHO JIeXKalllero COBCeM MajieHbKOTO KOTeHKa. Marbiilla MOKHO ObIIo
TIDUHATb 32 MEPTBOTO, eCyid Obl He CYJJOPOXKHO B3/bIMABIIMECS U OrMa/laBIiIue
boka. — {1 mpory Tebs1, JIyxkuiia... Bo3pmu ux. TBou kKoTATa ymepnu, y Tebds
OCTa/ICI BCEr0 OJWH MaJblll. JTH HaW[EeHBbIIM TOXKe YMpPYT, eC/d Tbl He
criacers ux!

['na3a koposieBbl moTeMHe iy OT 60/, OHa OMyCTH/Ia rO/I0BY U MOCMOTpea
Ha Maviblieii. OHY KaI0OHO 3amnuiliany, pa3eBasi KpollleuHble PO30Bble POTHKHU.

— Y MeHs1 XBaTUT MOJIOKa, — eJie CJIBIIHO npobopMoTasa oHa cebe Tof
Hoc. — KoHeuHo, st BO3bMY UX, TYT U AyMatb Heuero! JKenyaw ¢ obserueHuem
riepeBesl AyX, IIOTOM OJHOIO 3a [JPYTUM IOAHSJI C 3€MJIA KOTAT U IOJIOXKWJ UX
psiiom c Jlyxkuieil. KoposieBa HeXXHO TIpUTsHY/a UX TOOMMKe K YKUBOTY U
yCTpOM/a PSZlOM CO CBOMM CbIHOM. KoTfiTa TyT ’Ke INPUHS/IMCh »KaJHO COCaTh
MOJIOKO.

— U Bce e g HUYero He MoOHMMar, — CKasana Jlykuila, Korjga Korara
3aHAIMCH ie/IoM. — Kak MOIVIM KOTSTa OUyTUTLCS OHU B Jlecy, Jja elje B caMmoe
motoe Bpems ['onbix [lepeBreB? He vHaue X Mamalua comuia ¢ yma!

PbDKMM KOT 3a[yMUMBO KOJIYIIHYJI MOXOBO€E THe3/]0 CBOeil OTPOMHOM JIArou.



— Ecnu ThI Aymaeliib, UuTO s yKpaja UX, TO oiubOaelbcsi. Yero He Obuio,
Toro He Obuio. JlyXKuIja MOJHSIIA TOJIOBY U CMepHW/a ero AOJTUM 3aJyMUKBbIM
B3IVISIIOM.

— 4 TaKk He mymasa, — roMos/4aB, Ckasajna oHa. — Ho Bejp ThI He ckasais
MHe BCel TpaB/bl, BepHO?

— $1 cka3an Bce, uTo Tebe HY)KHO 3HaTh!

— HemnpaBga! — rHeBHO CBepkHysa Ivia3aMy KoposeBa. — A Kak HacyeT
ux Marepu, Kenyzab?! UTo ¢ Hel? YK f-TO 3HAKO, YTO 3HAYMUT IOTEPSTH CBOUX
neteii! Takoit Gesibl 51 He TIOXKeJIal0 HU O/IHOM KOIIIKe, Tebe sICHO?

Kenyap BCKUHY/ TOJIOBY, CEpAMTO IIOCMOTpPe/]l Ha KOpOJIeBY U THUXO
3apblyasi: — $ Aymaro, uX marepbto Obla Kakas-To Opopsiuas komika. Celiyac
CJIMIIIKOM XOJIOAHO, UTOOBI MBITAaThCS OTHICKATh ee. — Ho mocayimait. . .

— Ipory Tebs, mo3aboThcst 0 KoTsaTax! PbpKUiA KOT BCTas Ha Jiarbl U Pe3KO
TIOBEPHY/ICSI K BBIXOJy. Y CaMOro Ja3a OH OCTaHOBWICA U Opocusn, He
obopauuBasicb: — $I Gyny mpuHOCUTb Tebe cCBexyw eny. Korma oH Bblliern,
Jly>kvlla CKJIOHWIaCh HaJl KOTATaMHA W TIPUHSIaCh BbUIM3bIBaTh WX, UTOOBI
corpeTb. PacTasBIIMi CHer MOYTH MOJTHOCTBIO CMbLJ BCE 3araxu, HO KOpOJjeBa
SICHO UyBCTBOBaJIa apoMar Jieca, OCTPbIM 3arax Majon JUCTBbI U Mep3/I01 3eMJIN.
A mozi BceM 3TUM ObLJIO UTO-TO ellle, ejie Y/IOBUMOE. ..

Jlyxxuua 3amepsia. Heykenu oHa B camoM Jiefie MOYYBCTBOBA/Ia 3TO WU/ ed
TOJIBKO TI0Ka3a0Ch? Hak/IOHMB rO/I0BY, OHA IIIMPOKO Pa3uHy/ia POT, UTOOBI 3arax
KOTSIT IOCTUT UyBCTBUTE/IbHBIX JKeJie3 Ha 3aJjHell cTeHKe ee HEDa.

IIIupoko pacriaxHyB I[viasa, KOpojeBa, He Muras, yCTaBWacb B TEMHOTY
netckoii. OHa He oiubnack. IllepcTka OCHMPOTEBIIMX KOTSAT XpaHWIA 3arax
BPa)KeCKOro IjieMeHu!



I'maBa I

JlenstHoli BeTep Gpocast TIPUTOPIIIHU CHera, Melliasi CIyCKaThCsi C 00pbIBa B
narepb I'posoBoro mieMeHu. CHer BajWl TaK CUIbHO, 4TO OrHerpuB efBa
pa3bupa 0pory, OfAHAKO TIPO/IO/IKaI U/ITH, He pa3KuMasi UesltocTel, ¢ 3a)KaTou
MeKJy HUMU MBIIIKOW. POT ero [aBHO Haro/JIHWICA C/IFOHOM, HO3[PH LIeKOTasl
3arax cBexker guuu. OTrHerpyMB HUYero He e CO BuepallHero Beudepa, U
COOCTBeHHBIN TOJIOA, C/IY>KW AYYIIMM HAllOMUHAHWEM O TOM, Kak JparoiieHHa
mobast mobbiua B ce3oH [onbix [lepeBbeB. JKUBOT CBOJWIO OT TO/ofia, HO
OrHerpvB MpOJO/DKA/M yMpsSMO UATA Brepes. BouHckuii ycTaB TpeboBasn
CHayaJla HAKOPMUTB TIJIeMs], @ YK IIOTOM 3a00TUThCS 0 cebe.

OH cHOBa BCIIOMHUJI O HeZlaBHel OUTBe, U JIUKYHOIIlasi TOPA0CTh MTHOBEHHO
corpesia ero, HeCMOTPsI Ha CHeT, TyCTO OO/eNUBILIMY OrHEHHO-PBDKYO 11I€PCTKY.
Bcero tpu gHg Haszaj BOWHBEI 1'p030BOro reMeHdW IMOMOIIM IieMeHU Betpa
OTpa3uTh Hara/ieHue JBYX JAPYIUX JIeCHBIX IIJIeMeH.

MHorve BOWHBI OBbTM >KECTOKO paHeHbl B TOM CPa)K€HUM, TaK uTO
OCTaBILIMMCSI B CTPOH) OXOTHHMKaM TPUXOJAWUIOCH BLIOMBATHCS U3 CUJI, UTOOBI
IIPOKOPMUTE CBOE IIeMS.

[IpoTHiCcK¥BasiCb B TMarOpPOTHUKOBBLIM TyHHe/b, BeAYyLIUM K Jiarepro,
OrHerpvB CTpPSIXHY/ CHETOBbIe IIATIKA C KOJIFOUMX CTebselt U 350Ko moBen
ylllaMH, KOT/la Ha TOJIOBY eMy OOpYILW/IUCh XOJI0[HbIe X/I0Tbs. HecMoTps Ha TO
YTO TyCTble JepeBbs XOpOILLUO 3allUIlja/ii Jjlarepp OT BeTpa, I[VIaBHasA I10JIsHA
BcTpetwsia OrHerpvBa MyCTOTOM M OAWHOYECTBOM. B Takol cHeromaj, KOTbI
TIperoynTaad OTCHKMBATBCS B Tersie. ['yCTOM CHEeXXHbIM TMOKPOB YKYThIBal
Jarepb, CKpbIB IIeHbKU U MPUCHINAB BEeTBU IOBaJIeHHOIO JepeBa. EqvHCTBeHHas
Llerloyka CJieloB Bejla OT [eljepbl YUYeHUKOB K €eKeBUUHBIM 3apocCjsaM, Ife
pa3menianach gerckasg. OrHerpMB HeBOJIbHO B3Z0XHYJ, BCIIOMHHUB, YTO IIOCJIe
Tpareauu ¢ [lenestoikoii oH ocTascs 6e3 yueHUKa.

OH MoTpyCcU/I MO CHery K TyCTOMYy KYCTy, TIOJ, KOTOpbIM Oblia melijepa
BOWHOB, U TIOJIOKW/ CBOIO MBIIIKY B OOIyI0 Kyuy — BepHee, B CHPOT/IUBYHO
TOPCTKY e/bl, e/JBa 3aMeTHYI0 Ha cHery. B ce3oH [onbix [lepeBbeB Auub Oblia He
TOJIbKO PEJKOM, HO CIUVIOLIb Xy[JOW WU KOCT/ISABOU. KHpHBIE MBILLIKU TOSBATCSA
muib Korga rpyzet spems FOHbIX JIucTbeB, a 0 3TOTO elre X4aTh U XKJaTh!

OrHerpvB MOBEPHYJICS, UTOObI BHOBb OTITPABUTHLCS B JieC Ha OXOTY, KOT/a
I'POMKUM OKJTUK 3aCTaBU/I €0 00epHYThCS.

3-3a KycTa HeTOpPOILIMBO BbiOpasicst Moryuuii Korots, riararaii rjieMeHu.

— OrsxerpuB! FOHBIM BOMH Moua TPUOIU3UJICST K HEMY U TOUTHUTEBHO



CKJIOHU/I TOJIOBY, UYBCTBYyS Ha ce0e TIPOH3WTEe/bHBIA B3IJIsAJ SHTAPHBIX I71a3
riamarasi. B cepiie ero BHOBb BCKOJIBIXHY/IMCh CTapble MOA03peHus. Moryunii
KoroTk ObL1 /lereH[apHbIM BOMHOM M T10/1b30BaJICSI HEITPEPEKAEMbIM YBa)KEHHUEM
B IJIEMeHM, OfHaKo OTrHErpuB UyBCTBOBAJ/, UTO B ITIyOMHE €ro JyIId TauTCs
3710. — Mokelllb 00JIbIlIe He OXOTUThCS, — PSABKHY/J KoroTh, Korga OrHerpus
npubmsuacsi. — Cunsia 3Be3ga 6eper Bac ¢ KpyToOOKOM Ha CerofHSIITHMIA
CoBer. OrHerpyB B3BOJHOBAHHO IIOIIEBeWI  yiIamMu. OTHpPaBUTBCA C
npeaBoauTeNbHUIel Ha CoBeT, TJe Ha MUpPHBIE II€PEeroBOPbl COOMPAJHUCH
TPeICTaBUTE/Id BCEX UYeThIpeX JIECHBIX IUIEMEH, BCer[ia CUMTaaoCh 0COo0o0M
YeCThIo.

— Iloligu moelb, — TIpOJO/DKA/A [VialiaTad. — Mbl BBICTYMaeM, Kak
TOJIKO MofHUMeTCs iyHa! — W oH ABUHY/ICS uepe3 1nosisiHy K Beicokoii Ckarie,
BO3/le KOTOpPOM Haxojunach Tieijepa CuHell 3Be3ibl — TpeABOJUTE/bHULIBI

I'po3oBoro miemenn. Ha mosmyty Korots BAPYT OCTAaHOBWJ/ICS W TIPOIIHUIIEN,
TIOBEPHYB CBOIO OTPOMHYIO To/ioBy K OrHerpuBy: — WHTepecHO, BCe /I WieHbI
CoBeTa TOMHSIT, K KAKOMY TJIEMEHU ThI IMPUHA/JIEXHUIITL! OrHErpuB B3/IPOTHYIT
Kak OT yzapa. BHe ceOst OT THeBa OH BCKHHYJI TOJIOBY W TIPBITHYJI HaBCTPeUy
T71aliarato.

[ToueMy TbI Tak TOBOPHWIIL CO MHOW? — pe3KO CHPOCHI OH. — Tl
CUWTaelllb, sI CIIOCOOEH M3MEHUTb CBoeMy IuieMeHH?! KoroThb pa3BepHy/cs, U
OrHeTrpyB efiBa yaep’Kajics, uToObl He OTHPsSHYTh. B Tmo3e r/aiiarasi SIBHO
yuTasach yrposa.

— 4§ Buzmen Tebss B mpomuiol OWTBe, — TUXO Mpopblyas Korots, u
OrHerpyB HEBOJILHO TIPYXKa/ YIIU K rofioBe. — $1 3aMeTu/1, Kak ThI /lan yoexarhb
Peunomy BouHy!

OrHerpuB B3APOTHYJI, BCTIOMHHUB OWUTBY B jarepe TuieMeHW Betpa. Korothb
roBopw1 mpaBay — OrHerpuB /eHCTBUTENBHO OTITYCTHU PeyHOro BOWHA U
TI03BO/TU eMy OexkaTh Oe3 efuHOM 1fapanyHbl. Ho OH czienian 3To He U3 TPYCOCTH
WIM HeJoCTaTKa TpeJaHHOCTH CBoeMy IuieMeHd. OH OTIYCTW/I He TPOCTO
apyroro BorHa — OH criac CepeOpsiHKy. B TaiiHe ot cBoero riemeru KpyTo6ok,
nyutiii Apyr OTHeTpHUBa, BIFOOUICS B KOIIKY W3 APYroro rieMend, 1 OrHerpus
He IT0CMeJI TIOZIHATh Ha Hee JialTy.

OH cjieniayl BCe BO3MOJKHOE, TIBITAsiCh YTOBOPUTh Apyra He BCTPeYaThCs C
CepebpsiHkoii. CBoeii mr000BBI0 00a HapylllaJd BOMHCKHN yCTaB W TIOJBEPraiu
cebst cmepTenbHOM omacHOCTA. KpyToOOK OKasasncs miyX K IMpock0e fpyra,
opHako OTHerpuB He MOT TIpe/iaTh ero.

Kpome Toro, Korotb He MMe/ HHUKAKOTO IpaBa OOBUHATH €Tr0 B HW3MeHe!
Korzma OrHerpvB He Ha >KHW3Hb, @ HA CMEPTh CPaXKaJsICsl C JIDYTOM KOIIKOW U3
PeuHOro rileMeHU, MOTYUYHM BOMH MOJIYa HaOJTrO/al 3a MOeIUHKOM, a TTOTOM U



BOBCE OTBEPHY/ICS, BMECTO TOro uTobbl OpocuThcs Ha momoms! Ho paxe 3to
OBLIO ellle He CAMbIM CTPAIITHBIM ero ocTynkoM. OrHerpuB nozgo3peBan Korts B
)KeCcTOKOM ybOwuiicTBe SIpoxXBOCTa, Mpe)KHero rnamiaras ['po30oBOro rjaeMeHH, a
TaK)Xe B HeyZJaBIIeMCs TTOKYIIIeHUH Ha )XKU3Hb CaMOM TIPeIBOIUTe/TbHUILIbI!

— Ecm ThI mofo3peBaeli MeHS B u3MeHe, CKaku 00 3tom CuHei
3Be3ze! — 7ep3Ko 3asiBU OH.

Korote ockamwi 3yObl W THXO 3apbluaj, BBITyCKas CBOW JIJTMHHBIE
CTpaIllHbIe KOT'TH.

— C kakoii cratu s 6yay OecriokouThb ee paziv Takou Mesnouu! Heyxenu s
CaM He CMOTY CITPaBUTHCS C KAKMM-TO IOMAIlTHUM KOTEHKOM? !

OH mnpucTanbHO TTocMoTpes1 Ha OrHerpuBa, ¥ TOT HEBOJBHO COZIPOTHYJICS.
YTo-TO TIOXOXKee Ha CTpax MPOMEbKHY/JIO0 B TOPAIIUX I[via3axX ryamaras. «OH
XOUeT y3HaThb, UTO MHE U3BECTHO», — OTUYET/IMBO MOHsT OTHETPUB.

On BcriomHun ITopesioro, ObiBIIEro yueHWKa KoOrTs, KOTOpBIA CTasl
HEBOJIbHBIM CBHeTesieM yoOwiicTBa fpoxBocTa. Korots TbITazcs yOWUThb e€ro,
yT0OBI 3aCTaBUTh 3aMOJT4aTh, HO OTHETPUB MOMOT APYTY 6exarhb K umMeHr0 —
KOTY-OIMHOUKe, >KuBIlleMy Ha ¢epme [IByHornx. OTHerpuB repefjas paccka3s
Topenoro CuHeli 3Be3/e, HO TIpeIBOAUTE/ILHULIA 0TKA3a1ach TIOBEPUTH B TO, UTO
ee OTBa)KHBIM I71allaTaii Crioco0eH Ha X/IaHOKPOBHOe 3iofesHue. [7saas Ha
Kortsi, OrHerprMB BHOBb ITOUYBCTBOBA/I KaK 0eCCHIbHOE OTYasiHUE TIPYKUMaeT
ero K 3emJie, CJIOBHO TSDKEJIbIM CTBOJI IOBAJIEHHOTO /lepeBa.

He roBopsi HM cnoBa, KoroTe pa3BepHysics W Tomiesn Tpoub. OrHerpuB
MOJT4Ya TPOBOAMII €r0 B3MIsAOM. BAPyT 3a CrivHOM ero pa3jascs opoX BeTBel 1
M3-3a KyCTa BBICYHYsach rosioBa Kpyroboka.

— Ter coBcem crigTun?! — cepaudTo TIpoluvriesn Jpyr. — 3adyeM Thbl
3aTeBaelllb ccopy ¢ Korrem? Xouellb, 4TOObI OH ITOPBasI TeOs B K/IOUbSI?
— HukTO Ha CBeTe He CMmeeT yrpeKarb MeHsI B U3MeHe! — oTpesas

OrnerpuB. KpyToO0OK HarHysa rojioBy W HECKOJBKO pa3 SHEPTrUYHO TPOIIesics
SI3BIKOM 10 CBOEH IYILIMCTOU TPYIKe.

— IIpoctu MeHs1, — mipobopmoTan oH. — {1 3Haro, 3TO BCe U3-3a MeHs U
CepeOpsHKH. ...

— BbI 31eck HU nipu yuem! — miepebun ero OrHe rpuB. — Thl TIPeKpacHO
3Haelllb, yTo Tipobsema B Korte, a He B Tebe! — OH OTPSIXHYNT CHer C
1epctku. — Ilonwm noegum!

KpyToOoK BbIOpancsi Ha TIONSHKY W Tof0e)kan K Kyue CBe)KaTWHBI.
OrHerpuB MofoIIeN Ce/JoOM, BbITAlllUI cebe MOMEBKY U TOHEC ee B TIelllepy,
yTOOBI MOYXKUHATH. VI3-3a CHerorazia eCTb MPUXOAWIOCH Moj Kphiitieit. KpyTobok
IIPOTHUCHYJICA BCJ/Ie, 328 HUM U yCTPOWJICS BO3/1e BbIXO/A.

[Temiepa Obla MycTa, €CU He CUMTaTh bBypaHa U ApYruX CTapIIMX BOMHOB,



CISALMX B CamMOM LieHTpe. VIX Terioe JpIXaHuWe COrpeBaso Mellepy, a rycTble
BeTBM KyCTa XOPOLLO 3allyIlaqy OT CHera.

OrHerpuB C yZI0OBOJIbCTBUEM OTKYCHJ/I KYCOK OT CBO€# MojieBKU. Msico Ob1710
JKeCTKUM M KUMCTBIM, OJHAKO C TOJIOAYXH OHO I0Ka3aJoCh eMy HeXKHEeWIINM
nakoMcTBOM. JKasko, uTo efia ObICTPO KOHUM/IACh, HO 3TO ObUIO BCe ke Jiyullle,
yeM Huuero. Terepb y Hero XBaTUT cui Jobparbcs fio YeTwipex [lepeBbes, rie
ripoxosut Coser.

Korga KpyToO0K B HECKOMBKO SIPOCTHBIX TJIOTKOB TPUKOHYMWI CBOO
TOPLMIO, APY3bs Y/IEIJIUCh PSABIIIKOM W TPUHSIMCh BbUIM3bIBATh APYT DYy
XO/IOIHYt0 1IKypy. TiatesibHO paboTasi si3bikoM, OTHerpuB >KMYPW/ICS OT
ynoBosibCTBUSL. Kak mpuaTHO CcHOBa OBITH psA/ioM, 0COOEHHO MOC/e TeX JOJATUX
JTHeM, Koria eMy Kasasnoch, Oyaro yito6oBs KpyToboka k CepebpsiHke HaBcerja
NoxXopoHmIa ux Apyx0y. JItoboBs KpyToO0oKa U Tereps mpojjo/mkaia 6ecriokouTh
ero, OIHaKO OH ObUT HeCKa3aHHO paji TOMY, UTO MOC/ie OUTBbI B jlarepe IrjieMeHU
BeTpa oHU BHOBB CTa/u Apy3bsiMu. JJoBepue APYT K PyTy ObLI0 HY)KHO UMEHHO
ceituac, uToObI BBDKUTL B JI0NTHe Mecsiibl ce30Ha [onbix /lepeBbeB... A camoe
rnaBHoe, OrHerpuB 0osiicsi, uTo O€3 MOMOIIM JIpyra He CyMeeT 3alllUTUTh ceOs
OT pacTtyiieit BpaxxaebHoctu Korrsi.

— WHrepecHo, uto-T0 Oyznet cerofns Ha CoBeTe, — ILIETTHY/I OH B Cepoe
yxo gapyra. — Hapgetocs, CympauHoe rmiiemMss u PeuHoe He ckopo 3abyayT
TIpero/laHHbli UM ypoK. He gymaro, uToObl KTO-TO CHOBA 3aXOTes TIPOTHATh
riiemst Betpa c ux Teppuropuu! KpyToOoK /JocaiTuBO JIepHYJI T1/1eU0M.

— BoiiHa BcbIxHY/Ia BOBCe He M3-3a Tepputopuu! — OypkHy/n oH. — C
KaXX/IbIM JTHEM J0ObIUM CTAaHOBUTCS BCe MeHbllle, a PeuHoe muieMs u 6e3 TOro
[laBHO rosiogaet. Thl ke 3Haelllb, YTO [IByHOrHe 3aXBaTUINA UX TIPEXKHUE yTO/bsl.

— 3Har, — B340xHY/1 OrHerpuB M COUYBCTBEHHO [IOLIEBEIW/ YILIaMU,
BUJS, KakK Jpyr OpocaeTrcs Ha 3amury cepeOpsHKUHOTO TiiemeHd. — Ho
BBITOHSATH JIDYTUX U3 COOCTBEHHOTO jiareps — 3TO TOXKe He BbIXof. KpyTobok
KUBHYJI U 3aMo/19as. OTHerpyB MOHMMAJI, YTO TBOPUTCS B Aylle zapyra. [Iporno
BCEro HeCKOJbKO JIYH C TeX Top, Kak oHu ¢ KpyTtobokom meperiuiv ['pemsiiiyto
Tpory, pa3bickanu TuieMsi BeTpa u npuBenu ero o6patHo B poiHbie MecTa. Ho ¢
Tex 1op M000Bb K Cepebpsitke cBsizasna KpyToboka ¢ PeunbiM risiemeHeM. Uto u
TOBODUTh, B 3TON CUTyallud HeT U He MOXKeT ObITb TMPOCTHIX pellleHuH.
HepocTtaToK mnuiy U OMacHOCTb TOJIOAHOM CMEpPTH yTPOXKAKOT BCEM YeThIpeM
TJieMeHaM, U Tak OyzieT /10 TeX Top, Moka ce30H ['0/bix /lepeBbeB He BBIMYCTUT
niec U3 cBouX 0e3Ka/i0CTHBIX KOTTeH.

KpyToOOK TMpofio/kan BbUIM3bIBaTh IepCTh OrHerpvBa, W TOT TIOUTH
3azipeMas, y0OarOKaHHBIN TeIyioM, KOTZla TPOMKHI TpeCcK BEeTOK 3acCTaBUI ero
MOACKOUUTb. B creayromyro CcekyHAy B [emjepy, B CONPOBOXAEHUU



Honroxsocrta u Yactokona Boities Korore. YceBIIWCh B LjeHTpe, BCe Tpoe
TIPUHS/IMCh O UYEeM-TO THXO TIleperoBapyBaThCsi, BpeMsi OT BpeMeHH 3/100HO
noryisiabiBasi Ha OrHerpuBa. CKBO3b I10/TyOINyIIleHHbIe BeKM TOT MO/TYa HaO/moas
3a HAUMH, >Kajiest 0 TOM, YTO He MOJKeT pPacC/IbIlaTh UX pasroBopa. ToJIbKO Terephb
OrHerpus sICHO TIOHSI/I, UTO He OyzleT uyBCTBOBaTh cebsi B 6e30IMacHOCTH /10 TexX
T0p, TOKa IJIeMsl He y3HaeT 0 KPOBaBOM TipecTyrieHuu Korts.

— Yo 370 C TObOOI? — ynuBuiacsa KpyTobok, mogHumasi rooBy. OrHerpus
BBITSIHYJICS, TTBITAsICh PaccIabUThCA.

— $1 um He JOBepst0, — MpolLlIeNTaa OH, YKa3blBasi KOHUMKaMU YILEU B
CTOPOHY T7IalliaTasi ¥ ero Npuo/IKeHHBIX.

— Hwuuero yauBUTE/NLHOTO, — Tak ke TUX0 oTBeTus1 KpyTo6ok. — Eciu
Korots To/bkO mpoHioxaeT 0 CepeOpsiHKe... — OH HEBOJIbHO COJIPOTHY/ICS U
3amoJIvall.

OrHerpuB TecHee NPWXKaJiCs K JPYyry, YCIIOKauBasi ero U B TO >Xe Bpems
TILITAsICh YJIOBUTH XOTsI ObI OTPBIBOK M3 TMXOTO pa3roBOpa B LIeHTpe mnelepsl. B
KaKOU-TO MOMEHT €My T0Ka3a/ioCh, UTO OH SICHO pacc/biimian cBoe ums. OH
rornpo0OoBast MPUABHUHYTHCS TTOOMKe, HO TYT »Ke HaTKHYJICS Ha 3/I00HbIN B3T/IsI]
[osroxsocrTa.

— Yero ycTaBWICS, KOTEHOUEK? — TIPOIIMIE TOJ0CaThl KOTHILE. —
['po30BOMY TIL/IeMEHU He HY)KHbl KOTbl — W3MEHHUKU, SICHO? — C 3TUMU
C/I0BaMU OH BbI3bIBaro1L[e OTBEPHY/ICSI. OTHEIPUB MIHOBEHHO BCKOUMII.

— Ko p1an Tebe mIpaBo CyIUTh O MOeil BEpPHOCTU?! — T'PO3HO KPUKHYII OH.
Ho [lonroxsocT fake yXom He TOBeJl.

— Bor Buamib! — sipoctHo mipoitentaa OrHerpuB KpyTo6oky. — Terepb
ThI yoeaucs, uto Kororb HaQpouHO HacTparBaeT BCEX MPOTUB MeHsI?

— Ho uTo TBI MOXelllb cAenatb? — pacTtepsiyics KpyTtobok. BuaHo Oblno,
YTO OH OllIapallleH HarIoCThio [lo/iroxBocTra. —  Xouy ellle pa3 MOrOBOPUTH C
T'opesibiM, — pertitun OrHerpyB. — Bo3M0KHO, OH BCTIOMHUT eI1je UTO-HUOy/b!

— Ho Topenbiii Teneps xuBeT Ha (epme y [IByHOrumx, — BO3pa3ui
KpyTobok. — Tebe ripuzeTcsi IpoOMpaThCs uepe3 TepPUTOPHIO TiieMeHU BeTpa.
Kpowme TOro, Kak Thl OOBSICHUIIB B IJIEMEHH CBOe OTCyTCTBHe? Ecim Thl Oyzelib
BeCTU cebsi CTpaHHO, BCe JIMIIb CHbHEe TOBEepAT B TO, UTO TOBOpUT Korots!
OruerpuB 3agymasicssi. OH 4yBCTBOBaJI, YTO FOTOB PUCKHYTb. OH HUKOIrZA He
paccrpaiiiBan ['opesioro o nmoapobHocTsax youiictBa IpoxBocTa. B cBoe Bpems
emMy ObIJIO He /10 3TOr0 — TOr/a Ha/lo ObI/I0 CPOUHO criacath I'opesoro ot Kors.

Ternepp ke OH MOHWMAJI, YTO He CMOXKET AEeMCTBOBaTh, MOKa He y3HaeT
TOYHO, UTO >Ke MMeHHO Buzen [openbiii. IlocienHee BpeMsi OH Bce Oo7bIie
ybexxmancs B TOM, uTO OBIBIIMM Y4YeHWK JO/DKeH 3HaTb HEUTO TakKoe, UTO
JIOK&)KeT BUHOBHOCTh KOrTsi u cjJle/iaeT OUEeBUJHOW MCXOASIIYHO OT HEro



OMaCHOCTb.

— 4 noupy cerogHsa Houbto! — pemmn oH. — Cpa3y nocie CoBeTa.
CKaxKy, UTO OXOTHUJICS, ¥ TIPUTAII]Y YTO-HUOY/Ib TI0ECTh.

— ToI puckyeiiib! — mMsykHysn KpyToOoK 1 ObICTpPO JIM3HY Apyra B yX0. —
Ho KoroTk yrpoxaet He TojbKO TeGe. Eciu Tl TBepAO pemmi UATH, s TIOWAY C
TOOOM.

CHeromna/i IpeKpaTU/ICs, U Ha Hebe He ObLIO HU O0JauKa, KOT/a Jeseranus
['po3oBoro mnsiemMeHy TMOKWHY/a CBOW Jlarepp U ycTpemunacbk K YeTbipeM
[epeBbsiM. YKyTaHHasi CHErOM 3eMJIsl CHsijla B CBeTe IOJTHOM JIyHbI, CBepKaroLast
M3MOpPO3b MMOKPbIBa/Ia K&Ky TPOCTUHKY U KaXK/bI KamMelleK Ha My TH.

[TopeiB BeTpa B3MeTHY/ CHEXHYI IbUIb U TpuHeC ¢ coboil 3amax
MHOKeCTBa KOTOB. OrHerpuB BO30Y)X/I€HHO B3[POTHY/. 3eM/id BCeX UYeThIpex
IJIEMEH COIPUKACaluCh B CBSILEHHOUW JIOLIMHe, U Ka)KJoe IIOJHO/IyHue BCe
TJleMeHa 3ak/iouaav TepeMupue U COOMpaauCh TI0J, YeThIPbMsI OTPOMHBIMU
nybamu Ha CoBer.

OrnerpuB octaHoBwWiICA no3azau CuHent 3Be3abl. CTOs Ha BeplIMHE XO/IMa,
TpefBOJWTE/IbHULIA MOI4Ya CMOTpesia B [JIO/IMHY, TOTOBSCh MPeofoJieTh
NOC/IeJHMe HeCKOJIBKO 11aroB, OTAe/ISIBIIMX ee BOMHOB OT CBSLLIeHHOU MOJIsIHbL. B
1L[eHTpe [I0JIUHbBI, B CeHU Ay0OB BO3BhIIIANAaCh OfIMHOKAs cKasa. Ee 3a3yOpeHHbIN
KOHTYD UeTKO BbIDHUCOBBIBajJICS Ha (oHe cHera. Oxkupas curHana
rpeABOAUTe/bHULIBI, OTHETPHUB CMOTpeJ/I, KaK NPUBETCTBYIOT JAPYT Apyra KOThbI
13 pa3Hbix TuieMeH. OH TMpeKpacHO BHUe/N 3/100HbIe B3IJ/IS/Ibl, KOTOPBIMU
oOMeHMBa/MCh KOThl TileMeHU BeTpa ¢ BouHamu PeuHoro rijiemMeHu W
CympauHoro. B3nbibneHHasi 111epCcTh Ha 3arpUMBKax W OlllepeHHbie 3y0Obl sicHee
BCEro rOBODWIM O TOM, UYTO HUKTO He 3abbul HefaBHel OWTBBI, U TOJILKO
repeMypye MellaeT UM BHOBb BLIENIUTHCS JPYT B Apyra.

OrnerpuB cpa3y ysHan 3Be3gHoro Jlyua. IlpeaBoguresns riemeHu Betpa
YCTPOWICA TIOfJjle CKalbl psAJOM CO CBOMM [ViamiataeM, KomyeHOruM.
Henopaneky ot Hux cugend 6ok o 60k Mokpoyc u [laukyH, 1jefiuTenud ABYX
rieMeH — CympauHoro U PeuHoro. ['1a3a ux, ycTpemsieHHble Ha KOTOB IJIeMeHU
BeTpa, cTpaHHO MO6/IeCKUBA/U B JIYHHOM CUSIHUU.

CrosiBimii Bo3sie OrHerprBa KpyToOOK BADYT Harpsircs BCEM TeJIOM U
PaZloCTHO 3aypyasl, s Kyaa-To BHU3. [Ipocienus 3a ero B3misgaoM, OrHerpus
yBU/IeN BBIXO/sIIYI0 13 ThMbl CepebpsiHKy. Ee kpacuBasi cepebpucTasi 1iepcTka
TriepeiMBasach B JIyHHOM CBeTe.

OrnerpuvB NOJaBU/I TSDKeNbIA B3/0X.

— Ecu cobupaetibcsi ojoMTH K Hel, 6y[ib OCTOPOXKeH, — IIIeMHY/ OH
npyry. — CMoTpu, utobbl TeOsi He 3aMeTH/u!

— He 6Gecrokoiicsi, — oTtMaxHyscss KpyToOOK, HeTepreauBo TepecTyrast



Jlarnamu, He B CWJIax JOXKAAThbCsl BCTPEUYU CO CBOEU MOAPYTOMu.

Oruerpus 1nokocuicsa Ha CuHIOIO 3Be3fy, OXKuJas KOMaH/bl CIyCKaTbCs B
JONMWHY, HO, K CBOeMYy VAWBJAEHWIO, YyBUJe/J TpuOmmKaroiierocs K
npejsoauTensHULle bypaHa.

— Cunsas 3Be3na, — [OHECCS THUXUM TOJ0C IPOC/IaBAeHHOT0 BOMHA. —
Yro ThI pellinia o MoBoAy XBocTonoma? Thl cobupaelibcst coobmuTts CoBeTy,
YTO MbI OCTaBW/IH €r0 B CBOeM Jiarepe?

OrnHerpuB Hampsarcs, oxuzgas orBera CunHeln 3Be3fpl. CoBceM HeJaBHO
XBocTOoMOM ObUT W3BECTEH BCEM UeThIpeM TJleMeHaM 10/ UMeHeM 3Be3/j0/I0Ma,
nipeaBoautesiss CymMpauHOro IieMeHdW. OTO ObLT y)KacHBIA 3/107ei, yOuBIINI
COOCTBEHHOTO OTI[a M TIOXUTUBIIWN Ma/lleHbKUX KOTST u3 jarepst ['po3oBoro
1ieMeHu. ['po3oBoe 1muieMsi IIOMOIVIO CyMpayHbIM KOTaM M3rHaThb >KeCTOKOIO
npaButensi. Ho 3Be3zonom He cMmupwics ¢ mopaxeHueM. OH Habpasn 1iabiky
OpozisiuMx KOTOB M Haras Ha Jjiarepb [po3oBoro myieMeHu. Pasbirpanack OuTBa, B
xone kotopou Illepbarasi, menuTenbHUIla [po30BOrO mMieMeHH, Bbiljapariaia
GaHauTy rna3a. Tak ocsienmmii U GeCrOMOIIHBINA 3Be3/0/I0M CTasl TJIEHHUKOM.
HecmoTpst Ha TO 4TO ero JIMIIW/IM MOYETHOTO UMEHU U COZleprKajiv MoJ, CTPOrou
oxpaHoM, OrHerpvB IIpeKpacHO IOHKWMaJ, UYTO KOTbl OCTa/bHBIX IJIEMEH He
Ofl00OpSAT TAKOTO CHUCXOXK/EHUSI K ToBep)kKeHHOMY OaHauty. OHM SIBHO He
00paiytoTCsi MU3BECTHIO O TOM, UTO OBIBILMI 3BE3[j0/I0M BBDKW/I, U TIOTPEOYIOT,
yTo6bI ['p030BOE TIEMSsT YOUIO ero WK BbITHA/IO YMUPATh B JiecC.

CuHsda 3Be3a oTBesia B3IV, OT TONMALLUXCSA BHU3Y KOTOB.

— $1 HHWUero He CTaHy IOBOpWUTb, — OTBETW/IA OHA. — JTO He KacaeTcs
npyrux tuieMeH. Cynbba XBOCTO/OMa TIOMHOCTBIO MPUHAAIEXUT ['po3oBOMy
IJIeMeHMU.

— Xpabpeie cmoBa!l — psBkHyn ~Koroth, crosBIIMY  BO3Jjie
TIpeIBOUTE/ILHULBL. — A MOJKET, Thl TIPOCTO OOUIIILCS TIOKPBITH Cebsi T030poMm,
TIPY3HABIIUCH B YKpbIBaTeIbCTBe?!

— I'po3oBOMy T11IEMeHM Heuero CTBIJUTHCS CBOEr0 MWIOCepAus, —

X0/i0fHO otpe3asa CuHsaa 3Be3ga. — Ho s He BWKY NPUUYMH HCKaThb
HETpUATHOCTEN Ha CBOKO TOJIOBY, — W Tpexzae ueM Kororte ycrnen Bo3pasuTs,
OHa BBITIPSIMUWIACh U 00epHynach K cBoeMy IiemeHu: — Ciyiiaiite MeHs! —
rpoMko obbsiBuia CuHsisi 3Be3fia. — HUKTO U3 Bac He JIO/DKeH YIOMHWHATh O

HarazZieHuy OposTuMX KOTOB M O TIJIEHEHHWH XBOCTOJ/IOMAa. DTO KacaeTcsl TOMbKO
HaIlero rjieMeH!u ¥ HUKOro 0oJibIiie!

NoXnaBmMch 0J00pUTENbHBIX BO3I[JIACOB BOWHOB, TNPeABOAWTENHHUIIA
B3MaxHy/la XBOCTOM, TIOflaBasi CUTHAJI TPHUCOeIUHUTLCS K COOpaBIIIMMCST BHU3Y
KOTaM, U MepBoi Opocuiack uepe3 KycThl B AoivHy. CrejoM 3a Hell KUHY/ICS
Korotb, B3pbIBasi OrpOMHBIMU JIalTaMU MTYIITUCTBINA CHET.



OruerpuB mnobexkan cneqoM. BbICKOUMB M3 KyCTapHMKa Ha TIOJSIHY, OH
yBuzen, uto Korots 3ameiyin Oer v Mo/io3puTesibHO CMOTPUT B €0 CTOPOHY.

— KpyTob60k, — Tuxo mipoiernrtan OrHerpus, He TTIOBOPauMBasi TOJIOBbI, —
MHe KaXkeTcsl, cerofiHsi Tebe He cTouT npubmkarbesi K Cepebpsiike. KoroTh yxke
YTO-TO...

B cnenyroiyto ceKyHZy OH C y)Kacom ToHsiI, uto Kpyroboka yxke HeT
psiioM. OOGepHYBILIMCh, OH YyBU/el MeJbKHYBIIMM 3a CKaJol KOHUMK CepOoro
xBocta. He ycriesio ero cepjle OTCUATaTh [Ba yJapa, Kak OH 3aMeTUII
Cepebpsinky. O6orHyB Tosmy KoToB CyMpayHOro TjieMeHHU, KOIlledka FOpPKHY/a
34 CKaJly BCJie[ 3a JPYyrOM.

OrHerpvB TsDKeNO B3[OXHYJA U ObICTpO B3mIsAHYA Ha Korts, uToOBI
yOeIuTLCsl, 3aMeTUI JIM TOT yAaIuBIIyIOCs napouky. K cyacTeio, riamiaraii yxke
He CMOTpeJl B ero CTOPOHY, a Iej HascTpeuy OpHoycy w3 muieMeHu Bertpa.
OrHerpuB c obneryeHvieM pacripaBWI IJIeUd U OMYCTWI BCTABIIYIO [bIOOM
IIIepCTh.

Becriokotino Oerasi mo monsHe, OTHerpUB HATKHY/ICSA Ha TPYIIy
crapeiiiH. Tyt Obuin JlockyT u3 ['po30BOro rmeMeHM U HeCKOJbKO
HE3HAKOMbIX CTAapUKOB, YIOTHO YCTPOUBILWXCS MO O/eCTAIIUMU JTUCThSIMU
TIBIIITHOTO ocTposiicTa. CHer 37ech ObUT He Tak Iy0OK, Kak Ha TIOJIsTHe, [T03TOMY
OrHerpuB ysercss psbIlIKOM U HEBOJbHO TIPUC/IYyIIAJACAd K pasroBopy, He
CMyCKasi I71a3 CO CKaJlbl, UTOOBI He PONyCTUTh nosiBieHust Kpyroboka.

— Bot Ha Moeii namsaTy 6biBasu ce30HbI [0nbix [IepeBbeB U MOCTpalliHee
HbIHEIIHUX, — TOBOPW/ CTapbli UepHbIM KOT C CeJOou MOPZOH.
MHorourcieHHbIe IIIpaMbl Ha ero O0Kax XpaHW/IU MaMsTh 0 ObUIBIX CpaXKeHUsIX,
a KOpOTKas KJIouKacTas IIepCTh OCTPO Iax/ia riaeMeHem Berpa. — U peka Torja
3amMep3a/ia Kyzia JoJ/blile, yeM Ha TpU JIyHbI!

— Bepno roBopuib, KapkyH, — TIOKMBaja TO0JIOBOM MoOJIOCaTas
KopoJsieBa. — U enpl ObIBaso flake ellje MeHbIlle, UeM HbIHUe y Hallero PeuHoro
rieMeHu! OrHerpus roHavasy Jaxe cijerka ornemmwi. Heykenv nipejcraBurenv
JBYX HeJABHO BOEBAaBILMX IJIeMeH MOTYT BOT TaK 3ampocTo OeceqoBarb O
TIPOILJIOM, & He IIUIleTh U He psABKaTh Apyr Ha gpyra? Ho 1oTtom OH BCIIOMHWII,
YTO TPUCYTCTBYeT TIPU PpasroBope CTapyvKOB. 3a CBOK [OJIYI0 JKU3Hb
CTapelIINHbI MOBUJAMA Hemaso OWTB W TPUBBLIKIA OTHOCUTHCS K HUM CO
CTIOKOMHOUW MYZIPOCTBIO.

— A T1IOCMOTpU-Ka Ha HBbIHEUIHWX MOJIOAbIX BOMHOB! — TMIPOCKpUIIeN
YepHbIM KOT, HeoJo0pUTenbHO TOKOCUBIIMCL Ha OrHerpuBa. — Pa3Be oHU
3HAIOT, UTO TaKOe HACTOALLIUe TPYAHOCTH?

OrHerpuB morny0ke 3apblics B Maiyr0 JUCTBY TOJ, KyCTOM U TIOMbITAICS
BBIIVISZIETh TIoco/vHee. JIOCKYT, JieXkaBIUi BO3jie Hero, Apy>Kear0bHO MaxXHY/



€My XBOCTOM.

— CrparttieH 6b11 ce30H T'onbix [lepeBbeB B TOT rof], Korga CuHsisi 3Be3zia
ToTepsiyia CBOMX KOTAT, — 3arOBOPWJ/I CTapeMllriHa ['pO30BOro IjiemMeHH.
OrHerpyB HeBOJIbLHO HAaCTOPOXu yuid. OH BCIIOMHWI, KaK OJHa)K[bl CTapas
PsibriHKa roBopusia UTO-TO O KOTATax, KOTopbix CuHsS 3Be3fia pojv/ia Kak pas
repeJ, TeM, Kak CTarb IViallaTaeM CBoero IvieMeHu. OJHAKO OH HUKOrJa He
CJIBIIIAT O TOM, CKOJIbKO ObL/I0 KOTAT U Korja CuHsis 3Be3/ia 1oTepsiia Ux.

— A Kkakoe B TOT rofi ObL/I0 MOI0BO/ibe! — TpepBasl ero MbIC/IU CKPUITY UM
rosioc KapkyHa. — Boga B y11ienbe nofiHsA/Iach Torja 0 caMbix 6apcyubrx HOD,
BOT Kak!

— $1 xopol110 MOMHIO TO BpeMsi, — ToeXXucs JIOcKyT. — 3DTo ObLIO B TOT
rof, kKorzna ['po3oBoe misieMsi He cMoOIYIO repebpaThbCs uepe3 peKy, YTOObI MOMacTb
Ha CoBer, — MHOro KOTOB TOrja YTOHY/J0, — T[PyCTHO B3[0XHy/a CTapas
KoposeBa Peunoro njiemenu.

— W ena B necy Toxe TOHy/Ma! — BcTraBuin KapkyH. — Te KOTBI, 4TO
BbDKWU/IY, €/iBa He TIOMepJIU C TO/I0AY!

— CnaBa 3Be3HOMY IlJIeMeHH, HbIHUE BCe JKe He TaK TsKeso! — ropsuo
BOCKJ/IUKHYJI JIOCKYT.

— A HBIHELIHUK MOJIOJHSIK BCe OJHO He cripassisieTcsi! MbI-TO B UX rofibl
nokperue ObUIM, BOT YTO 5 BaM CKaxy! — mpoBopuan KapkyH. TyT yx
OrHerpuB He BblJepyKaJl.

— Ho MBI TOXe CU/IbHBIE BOMHBI, MBL. ..

— A Tebs He crIpallIMBalOT! — OOPYIIK/ICS Ha HETO CBAp/IMBBINA CTapUK. —
Toxxe MHe, BouH BbIMCKasicsi! be3 rogy Henesns, Kak u3 AeTckor Bbuie3! — Ho
MBI... — Haua/J OrHerpuB, HO TYT K€ CMOJIK, YCJIbIIIAaB MMPOH3UTE/TbHbIA KPUK C

Benukoit Ckanbl. Ha monsiHe Borjapuiack TuiiivHa. O6epHyBivch, OTHerpuB
yBH/e/1 Ha CKaJle yeTblpex npeasoauTesnei. X CUiysTel UeTKO BBIPUCOBBIBAIUCH
B cepebpuctom jiyHHOM cBeTe. — LbIt! — mobpoayiiHo mmKHyM Ha OrHerpuBa
JlockyT. — CobOpaHue HauMHaeTCs, — TOSICHWI OH W TUXOHBKO [006aBui,
11eBe/ibHYB yilamMu: — He obpariiaii BHUMaHusi Ha ctaporo KapkyHna. [lait emy
BOJIIO, OH HaWJeT HeJOCTaTKu U Yy caMoro 3se3fHoro IemeHu! Orserpus
OnarojapHO J/M3HY/ CTapuka B TOJIOBY, Yycescs, TofobpaB Janku, WU
TIPUTOTOBUWIICS C/IyLIaTh.

[TepBbIM 3aroBopus 3Be3fHbIi Jlyd, nipeaBoguresns riemeHd Betpa. OH
KpaTKO pacckasa, KaK ero KOThl UyBCTBYIOT cebsi mocje OUTBBI C PeUHBIMU U
CyMpauHbIMU KOTaMHU.

— OJi¥H U3 HalllUX CTapelIIUH ymep, — CKYIO COOOIIWI OH, — HO BCe
BOWHBI BbDKU/IU. OHU BBDKWIU U T'OTOBBI, €C/IM TIPUJeTCsl, BHOBb Cpa)kaThbCs 3a
CBOIO 3eM/TI0! — CypoBO 06aBU/I OH.



UepHasi 3Be3fa mpwKaa YIIM K 3aTbIIKy W 3/100HO COIypWI TJia3a, a
Meteop yrpoxarolije 3apblyai.

Y OrHerpuBa 11epcTh BCcTana Abibom. Ecnu npeaBoautenu 6pocsarcs Apyr
Ha JIpyra, BOMHAM TOKe MPHUETCS BCTYIUTh B OoM. «Pa3Be Takoe kKorma-HUOYIb
cinyuanocs Ha CoBeTe? — € COMHeHMeM nogyman oH. Heyxenu npegBoauTesnb
CyMpauHOro mjieMeHu OCMEUTCS [eP3KO HapyLIUThb CBSILEHHOe MepemMupue,
PUCKYS HaB/ieub Ha cebsi THeB 3Be3[HOTO TijieMeHn? ! »

[Toka OrHerpuB C OMackou CMOTPEeJ Ha LIWMSIMX NpeJBOUTeNeN, Briepe/,
BbIcTynuia CruHsaA 3Be3/a.

— 310 mobpasi BecTh, 3Be3AHbIN JIyu, — CIIOKOWHO CKa3ajia oHa. — Bcem
HaM TIPUSTHO HM3BECTHE O TOM, UTO TijieMsi BeTpa BHOBL HaOMpaeT CU/IbI!

Ona nocmotpena Ha YepHyr 3Be3ny U MerTeopa, U ee CUHHe [Via3a
X0/1I0fHO cBepKHyM. [lon ee mpucTanbHbIM B3r/siiom UepHasi 3Be3zna ObICTPO
OTBEPHYJICS, a MeTeop HU3KO OIyCTHJI F0JIOBY, CIIPSATAB I71a3a.

OrHerpuB IMpeKpacHO TIOMHWJI, UTO ObIBIIWI TpeaBoauTe/lb CyMpauHOTO
TJIEMEHH, KeCTOKUK 3Be3[l0JI0M, OfHaXKAbl M3rHas rieMs Berpa c ux 3emesb,
yToOBI pacUpUTh COOCTBEHHBIE Bra/leHUs. PeuHoe TieMsi BOCIO/b30Ba/oOCh
5TMM U HauaJi0 OXOTUTHCSA B OMYCTEBLIUX Yyrofbsx. OHAKO MOC/Ie HU3JIOXKEHUS
3Be3nonoMa CuHell 3Be3/e y/1a0Ch yOeIuTh TIPeIBOAUTE/IEH B TOM, UTO >KM3Hb
Jleca 3aBMCHUT OT CyLLeCTBOBAHMS BCeX UeThIpeX IJIeMeH, N03ToMy ruiemsi Betpa
JIOJDKHO BEPHYTHCSI B pOJIHbIe 3eMyM. OTHErpvB TOEKW/ICS, BCIIOMHUB, Kakoe
Jl0/iT0e W OTacHOe TyTellleCcTBUe MpeAnpuHsyidi oHu ¢ Kpytobokom ajisi Toro,
yTOOBI pa3bICKaTh MCUE3HYBIIIee TIJIeMsI U BEDHYTh €r0 B POZIHbIE TIPE/ITOPhSI.

[TogymaB 0 MOpOLLIOM, OH TYT >K€ BCIIOMHWU/I O TOM, YTO HOYbIO €My
MPeJICTOUT BHOBb TIPOWMTHM 3TOM Joporod, uTobbl pa3bickaTh [openoro.
[IpeacTosiniee myTelecTBUe TPEBOXKUIO ero. «Ilo KpariHen Mepe, ruiemsi BeTpa
Jpy>kemtoOHO HaCTPOeHO K HaM, — HeyBepeHHO TMo/[yMasl OH. — 3HAUMUT, MO>KHO
He OIacaThCs HamaJleH!si BO BpeMs Iy TH!»

— Kotbl ['po30BOro msiemeHu TOXKe BOCCTAaHAB/IWBAKOT CBOM CHUJIbl, —
ripopospkana Cunss 3se3na. — Ilocsie nipouwioro CoseTa iBOe HAIlIMX YYEHUKOB
cTany BomHamu. Terepb Bbl OyfeTe 3HaTh WX T0J MMeHaMmH [IbiM U [lecuaHast
byps.

CroBa  mMpeABOAWTENbHUIBI  OBITM  BCTpPeUeHbl  0I00pUTeTbHBIMU
BO3m1acamu, HO OTHerpuB 3aMeTW/I, YTO KPpUYali B OCHOBHOM IIpe/CTaBUTe/N
I'po3oBoro miemenu U 1ieMeHu Betpa. OH nokocuscs Ha [lecuanyro Bypro.
[NaneBast Kollleuka Cuiesia BBIPSIMUBIIIUCH, TOP/0 B3/IePHYB T0Jj00PO/IOK.

HNanee CoBeT mporekan yxe Oosiee muponto6uBo. Eciv Ha TPONLIBIX
CoBeTax IpeABOAUTE/ 00OBUHS/IN IPYT Jpyra B OXOTe Ha Uy)KUX 3eMJIsSIX, TO Ha
3TOT pa3 00 3ToM He ObLIO CKa3aHO HU C/oBa. Temepb ObUIO SICHO, UTO pa3boem



3aHMMaJlach 11arKa 3Be3/j0/10Ma, HO, BUAMMO, CJIYXHM O ero HaraJ|eHW! Ha Jiarepb
I'po30BOrO MnyieMeHH ellje He yCIeau paclpoCTPaHUTHCA 110 jiecy. ITO 03Hauallo,
yTo Ccyabba ocsernieHHOro 3Be3/10/i0Ma OCTaBasiach B TaliHe OT TIpeJCcTaBuTe el
JIPYTUX TIJIEMEH.

Korzma Coget moforien K KoHily, OrHerpuB mnowvckas ria3amu KpyTtoOoka.
Ecmi apyr cobupaercss BMecTe ¢ HUM WATA K [openoMy, uM o0ouM Hazio
TIOTOPOITUTHCS, TI0Ka OCTa/IbHbIe KOThI He MOAHSIMCh Ha X0/IM U He 3aMeTU/Iu, B
KaKOM Harpas/ieHUH UCYe3/IU [BOe BOMHOB.

B tonre yuenukoB CympauHoro mjieMeHu OrHerpus 3ametus1 beicTposiaria,
MaJIeHbKOTO yueHuKa [Jonroxsocta. [TokiMaB ero B3r/isijl, KOTUK BUHOBaTO OTBeJI
I7a3a B CTOpPOHy. B moboe apyroe Bpemsi OTHErpuB BCTPEBOXKHUICS ObI U
MpYKasaa yYeHUKY HeMeJJIeHHO OTMPAaB/SATbCS K CBOEMY YUMTe/It0, HO Cceldac
€ro MbICM ObLTM 3aHATBI KpyTOOOKOM. YBHUZEB MPHOJIMKAIOIIET0Cs pyra, OH
MIHOBEHHO 3a0bl1 0 MasieHbKOM ydeHMKe. CiaBa 3Be3fHOMY IIJIEMEHH,
CepebpsiHKY psifiom ¢ KpyTobokoMm He Ob110!

Bot TbI Tie! — BockmukHyn KpyTo6ok. I'1a3a ero cusiim.

Orserpus TOHsI, UTO APYTr B BocTtopre ot CoBeTa, XOTA BPsi, JIU YCJIbILLIAI
XOTb CJIOBO, CKa3aHHOe CO CKaJlbl.

— ThI TOTOB? — CIIPOCHJI OH.

— K uemy? 3710 TbI 0 IOX0e K ['opennomy? — Jla He opu Tbl! — mpoLuuIiesn
OrHerpus, UCITyraHHO OIJISIbIBAsICh TI0 CTOPOHAM.

— ToroB, sicHoe zesio! — uyTh TTOHU3MU royioc KpyToO6oK. — XOTsl, UeCTHO
CKa3arhb, s He B BOCTOpre OT Ipe/CTosIIe npo0e)kku. Bripouem, s rOTOB Ha BCe,
b 661 Korotk otctan ot MeHsi. Cyiiiaid, a Tbl HUYero Jpyroro He npyymat?

— OTO Halll JMHCTBEHHbIN I11aHC, — MOKayas rojioBo OTHerpuB.

MonvHa Bce elrje kKuilesa KoTamu. Ka3anock, HUKTO He 0OpaTy/ BHUMaHUS
Ha ZIByX BOMHOB, TUXOHBKO TOZIOMPABIINXCS K CK/IOHY, 32 KOTOPbIM PaCKUHYJIHACh
3em/iv ryieMeHu BeTpa. BHe3arHo KT0-TO TPOMKO OKJTMKHYJ UX C3a/U:

— IMoroau, OrHerpus! Tol Kyna? 310 Obina [lecuanast Bypsi.

f... — OrHerpuB B OTYasiHUM TIOKOCUsics Ha KpyToboka. — Mpbl... MbI
BEpHEMCS B jlarepb KPY>KHbIM MyTeM! — BBITIA/IW/I OH TIePBOE, UTO TIPUILLIIO eMY
B rojioBy. — YepHoxBarT u3 IIeMeHU BeTpa TO/JBKO UTO pacckas3ajl Ham O
MeCTeuKe, I7ie BOJUTCSI MHOTO KPOJIMKOB. JTO KaK pa3 Ha Hallleld TeppUTOpPUH,
TOJIBKO JlanekoBaTo. Tak uTo >y Hac ¢ fobpoii mo0biueit! — 3akoHuMI oH. Ho
WCITyTaBIIMCh, uTo [lecuaHasi Bypsi BbI30BeTCS UATH C HUMH, ObICTPO J06aBUII:
— Ecm Cunsag 3Be3zia CripoCUT O HAaC, ThI TOT/Ia PaCCKaXKU e, JlaJHO?

— Pa3ymeetcss! — 3eBHyna [lecuaHas Byps, moka3sbiBasi ocTpbie Oebie
3ybku. — Jlobepych [0 loMa, CBEPHYCh B TEIJIOM THe3ZBIIIKe U Oyay AyMaTh O
TOM, KakK Tbl HOCUIILCA 3a Kposmkamu! Iloka! W, B3MaxHyB XBOCTOM, OHa



nobexxana rpoub. OrHerpuB B370XHY/I. EMy coBcem He x0Tenoch 0OMaHBIBaTh
[Tecuanyro bypro.

— Tlouum! — 6ypkHyn oH KpyTtoboky. — Hajo TmolieBenuBaThCsi, roKa
Hac ellje KTO-HUOy/Ib He 3aMeTHJI.

Morosible BOWHBI HBIDHY/IM B KYCThl M Hauaqu Me/JIeHHO KapabKaTbCs
BBepX MO CK/IOHY. [1oOpaBiivCh [0 BepivHbl, OTHETPUB TIOME[TU, >Keslas
y0eiuThCsl, UTO WX HUKTO He Tmpecienyer. 3ateM OHU C KpyToOokom
repeMaxHy/iv uepe3 rpebeHb U OPOCUINCH B BEPECKOBYIO TMYyCTOIlIb, 38 KOTOPOI
J1eXkanu 3em/u [IByHOTUx.

«3DTO Halll eJUHCTBEHHBIN 111aHC, — AyMana OrHerpuB Ha bery. — $1 mo/mkeH
y3HaTb BCIO TipaBAy. S czenaro 3T0 He ToJ/IbKO pasu Apoxsocra u ['opesoro. onr
Be/IUT MHE CIacTu CBoe rieMsi. Korts Hy>)KHO OCTaHOBUTb... TI0Ka OH He yOun
elile KOro-HuOyzb!»



['maBa 11

OrHerpuB 60s13MBO MPUHIOXAJICS K TPOMUHKE, MPOTONTAHHOW [IByHOTUMM.
V3 pomMa Ha CHer majas CHOIl SIpKOro CBeTa, a T[e-TO COBCeM psALOM Jasjia
cobaka. OrHerpyMB BCIOMHWI TipefocTepexxeHre SumeHs. KorT-ofuHOuka
TOBOpW/, YTO MO HouaM /[IByHOTrWe CIycKatioT cobak ¢ 1enu. Xopoiio Obl
OThICKaTh ['opesnoro /10 Toro, Kak Tckl yuyroT ux cien! KpyTobok oTopBascsi OT
V3ropoAv U OCTOPOXKHO ToZoLIeN K Apyry. JleAssHOU BeTep Tperas ero TOJICTYIO
Cepylo LIepCThb.

— Huuero He yHioxan? — cripocusi oH. OTHerpyB TMOJHST TOMIOBY, UTOOBI
Jydilie TIPUHIOXaTbCsl, U TYT Ke YJIOBWU/ C1a0blid, HO 3HAKOMBbIN 3arax. ['opeJibiii!
Cropa! — THUXO0 MAYKHYJI OH.

Onu monon3nu no obnesneHeBIed TponuHKe. [IpyU KaXk/[OM 1iiare Jiarku
obkurano xononoM. HakoHel] 3arax TpUBeJ UX K Y3KOMY OTBEPCTHIO TIOf
nBepbio ambapa, Tam, rje AepeBO MPOrHWIO HACKBO3b. OTHErpUB MPUHIOXAJICS,
BIIUTHIBAsi aDOMaT Ce€Ha, CMEeLLIaHHbIN C CU/IbHBIM, CBEKMM KOLIaUbUM 3ariaxoM.

— T'openbiii? — nipowentan oH. OTBeTa He MOC/e0Basio, TOTAA OH M03Basl
yyTh rpomue: — l'opesnbiii! — OrHerpus, 3T0O TbI? — YWBJIEHHO MSYKHY/IU 110
Ty CTOPOHY ABepu. — ['opeJibiii!!

OrHerpyMB MpPOTUCHYJICA B Jia3, pPaAysaCcb BO3MOXHOCTHU CIIACTUCh OT
TIPOHU3bIBAOIIEro BeTpa. 3araxy ambapa OIIyILW/N ero, POT Cpa3y HaroHUICS
CIOHOM. 3pech maxyio Mblamu! B ambape 1japus monympak, JyHHBIA CBeT
CTPYWICSA CKBO3b y3KOe OKOLIKO T0J caMour Kpbiei. Korga rnasa OrHerpuBa
TIPYBBLIK/IM K TEMHOTe, OH HaKOHeL] pasIvis/iesl CTOSABIIero Hero/asieky Kora.

['openbli, Ka3aaoCh, CTajl elle CUIbHee W TOJILe, YeM B MPOLIBbIA pas.
OrHerpyMB HeBOJIbHO MOEXW/ICS, MPeACTaBUB, KAaKUM TOLIUM U TIPSA3HBIM
BBIIVISIIUT OH PSZIOM C 3TUM XOJIeHbIM KpacaBL{eM.

[openbiii ¢ pafiloCTHBIM ypuyaHueM Tipubmu3uicsi K OTHerpuBy U TOTepCs
HOCOM O ero HOC.

— Hobpo noxanoBars! — MsyKHYJ OH. — Paji Tebst BUieTh!

— A yX MBI-TO Kak pafibi! — miporbixTes1 KpyTobokK, MpoTUCKKBAsCh B a3
Boien 3a OrnerpuBoM. — Kak Tam 1iems Berpa? Hapjeroch, BaM yzanoch
GrarorosiyuHo foBeCTH WX A0 JoMa? — crpocun [openwiii. Bo Bpewms
TpoIiioro myreiecTBusi KpyTo6ok ¢ OrHerprBOM OCTaHaB/IMBAIUCh y HETO Ha
HOUJIET.

— [a, — orBetusn OrnerpuB. — Ho 370 fosras ucropus. [locnyiuan-ka. ..

— OTO UTO e 3[eCb Takoe TBOPUTCA?! — paspgajsicsi COBCeM psLOM



T'POMKUM Kollaumii Tosioc. OrHerpuB pe3ko 00epHY/ICS U TIPUKas YIiliv, TOTOBBIM
IPyAbI0 BCTPETUTH HOBYHO OIMACHOCTb, HO TYT )K€ CMYILLEHHO TpHUCes, y3HaB

flumMeHsi — 3[0pOBEHHOTO UYepHO-0e/loro KOTa — OAWHOUKY, KOTODbI
rOCTeNpUMMHO MpUIOTUI ['opesioro Ha epme.

— IlpuBet, fumeHb, — BeXJUBO I0370poBasica OrHerpuB. — Mbl
TIPULLUIM TIOrOBOPUTH C l'opesibiM. — [la g YK BUXKY, — OTBeTWI fuMeHb. —

NomKkHO ObITh, 3TO Ba)KHBIM pPa3roBOpP, pa3 Bbl MPUTAIIWIKCH CHOla B TaKykO
rioroxny!

— Ia, — kuBHyn OrHerpuB ¥ MOCMOTPe/ Ha ObIBIllero yueHuka ['po3oBoro
rieMeHd. BosHeHWe BeTepkoM mpobexkaso mo ero iepctke. — [opesnbiii, feno
He TepnuT ot/aratenbCTB! IIpusitess 03aZj@aueHHO MOCMOTpeJT Ha Hero.

— ThI ke 3HaelIb, 1 BCerja B TBOEM pacClopsKeHUU.

— OcraBmo-ka g Bac, pebsTKHM, — rmnpoBopuan fumeHb. — MoseTe
OXOTUTBCS CKOJIBKO moxkesnaeTe. TyT Mblllleld pa3Besiocb — Mpornacte! — OH
Npy>kemtoOHO KUBHY/ FOCTSIM U BbLJIe3 Ha /IBOD.

— IlpaBga, MOXXHO TIOOXOTUThCS?! — BOCKIMKHYNM KpyTo6ok. OrHerpus
TIOKOCUJICS Ha [Ipyra, HO TYT ke MOYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK OT I0JI0fa Yy Hero CBOJUT
JKUBOT.

— Koneuno! — ob6papoBasncsi T'opesnbiit. — Ilouemy Obl HaM CHauaia He
1oecTh, BepHO? [logkpenurecs, a 110 TOM [IOTOBOPYM.

— 41 3Hato, uto Korots youn fApoxBocta, — moBropun ['openbiii. — 1 6611
TaM U BU/ieJl, KaK 3TO TIPOU30LLLIO.

Tpoe npy3el yHOTHO YCTPOW/IMCh Ha ceHoBaje. OXoTa He 3aHsijla MHOIO
BpemeHu. [Tocsie yromuTe/ibHOM GeroTHU 3a peaKol o0biuelt 1o 3aCHe)KeHHOMY
J1ecy JpysbsM I10Kas3ajoChb, UTO MBIIIKM CaMU [pPbITAalOT K HUM B JIallbl.
CorpeBlIUCh, UYYyBCTBYS TPUATHYIO TsDKeCTb B JXKUBOTe, OrHerpyMB COBCEM
pa3omesn. Bosbille Bcero Ha CBeTe eMy XOTeJOCh CBEPHYThCS K/IyOOUKOM U
YCHYTb, HO OH 3HajJ, YTO He MOXKeT cebe 3TOro mMo3BoiuTh. Ecau oHU C
KpyTo60KOM COOMpParOTCsi BEPHYTHCS JOMOM [0 TOTO, KaK MX OTCYTCTBHE KTO-
HUOY/Ib 3aMeTUT, Ha/l0 KaK MOYKHO CKOpee MOroBOpUTh C ['opesibiM.

Pacckaxu HaM BCe, YTO TOMHMIIb, — [ONPOCU/ OH, MOKOCHBIIUCH Ha
KpyTtob6oka. Tot o6ozpsitorrie KuBHY/ ['opesiomy.

[openbiii Mo/T4a yCTaBWICSA Ky[a-TO repes; co0Ooi, rna3a ero roTeMHesu.
OrHerpuvB TIOHSII, YTO OBIBIIMI yUeHUK YHeCCsS MBICJSIMU B TIPOLIIOe, B [ieHb
outBbl y Harpetbix Kamueit. OH yBuzen, Kak C KaXJOW CEKyH/IOM Taet
camoyBepeHHOCTb [opesioro. UepHbIi KOT C/AMIIKOM T/yOOKO TIOTPY3W/ICS B
BOCIIOMMHAHUSA Y BHOBb Y>KaCHYJICSI TOMY, UTO KOTZ|a-TO YBUZeEL.

— $1 6Bl paHeH B TIeY0, — HErPOMKO Hadasa OH, — U SIpOXBOCT Bejes
MHe YKDPBIThCSI B paciijesiiHe cKasbl. OH CKa3asl, uToObI s1 He BbICOBBIBAJ OTTYZA



HOCa /10 TeX Mop, MOoKa He MpeACTaBUTCS BO3MO)KHOCTb BEPHYThCS B jlarepb. 1
TOJILKO XOTeJ/T FOPKHYTb B pacllie/IMHY, KaK yBUZes, uTo I pOXBOCT Hamaa Ha KoTa
u3 Peunoro memeHu. KakeTcsi, 3To ObLT cepbiii BOMH 10 uMMeHM KameHb.
SIpOXBOCT OTIPOKUHYJ €r0, U MHe TI0Ka3aj0Ch, YTO OH COOMpAsCcs Kak ciiefyeT
TI0JIOCHYTh €ro KOTTSIMHU.

— Tak oH 3TOr0 He cAenan? — xuBo cripocun Kpytobok. — IMouemy?

— OTKyJa HA BO3bMUCh, PSZIOM C HUMU TNOsiBUICS 2Kesyab, — TIPOZA0O/DKA
Topenbiii. — OH Buenuics 3y0amMu B 3aTPpUBOK SIPOXBOCTY U OTTAIlUI €ro OT
Kawmusi, — ronoc ero 3azpoxan. — Kamenb Gpocusicsi 6exkath, — [opeJibiii
roMosiyasi M TAyO)ke 3apblicsi B CeHO, Kak OyATo cTpalliHas OMacHOCTb,
pa30y>keHHasi BOCTIOMUHAHUSIMH, Obljia TZie-TO COBCeM OTM3KO.

— A noTOM? — MATKO HartoMHU/1 OrHerpus.

— SApoxsocT 3akpuuasn Ha XKenyaa. OH Cipocusl, Hey»Keu BOWHbI PeyHoro
TJIeMeHH He MOTYT CcaMU MOCTOSTh 3a cebsi. fIpoxBocT... OH ObL1 Xpabphbiid, —
B370xHYN ['openbiit. — YKenyzab ObLT pa3a B /[Ba KpyIHee ero. A TOTOM... TIOTOM
Kenyznb ckasan oueHb cTpaHHble cyioBa. OH cka3zan: «Hu oguH BouH I'po3oBoro
TIJIeMeHU He CMeeT MOHUMaTh Jjary Ha KamHsi!»

— UYTto-utr0? — mepecnpocun KpyToOOK U Tak CHIBHO MPUIIYPUI I71a3a,
YTO OHU CTa/IM MOXOXKU Ha JiBe y3Kue >KeThle 1esku. — EpyHza kakas-to! Thbi
yBEPEH, UTO XOpOIIO paccibiian? — $ TOUHO MOMHIO! — ropsiyo BO3pa3ui
[openbii. — Ho muieMeHa Bce BpeMs CpaXarOTcsi ApPyr C JApyroM, —
HezloyMeBatoliee npoTsaHya OrHerpuB. — Yem 3T0oT KameHb oT/iMuaeTcsi OT
OCTaJ/IbHBIX?!

— He 3nHar0, — moxan ruiedamu ['opesbiif. BugHo ObIZIO, UTO OH U caM
cnerka pacrepsiici. — W uTo chenan mocsie 3Toro SIpoxBOCT? — COPOCUI
KpyTo0OoK.

Y ['openoro AporHynu, riaasa paclliMpyuInCh OT CTpaxa.

— OH 6pocwics Ha XKemypsi, COMT ero C jiar U MOKaTHII K BBICTYITY CKaslbl.
f1... s He BUZe/ UX, HO CJIbIILAJ KPUKU U IIUMNeHWe. A TIOTOM $1 yCJIbIIas Kakou-
TO 1IyM, U OOJIOMKM CKajibl BJPYT TIOCHITIA/IUCh TIPSMO Ha Jiepymmxcs! —
['openbiv 3amosmuar.

— Tlpomosmkaii, mporty Tebsi, — mornpocun OrHerpuB. EmMy Obio
MYUUTE/IbHO 3aCTaB/sATb [Opesoro BHOBb BO3BpalaThbCsi K TeM Y)KaCHbIM
COOBITHSIM, HO UHOTO BBIXOZIa He ObIIO.

— 4 ycnbian Borib JKenyzd... IloTom yBuzien ero XBoCT, TOpYallidid U3-
nof, KamHsi. OH nonan oy, o6Ban! — Kot 3akmypuiicsi, OyATO XOTes OTOTHATh
y’KaCHyI0 KapTHHY, TIOTOM CHOBa pacrnaxHy/ mia3a. — W TyT s ycibliian roioc
KorTsi. OH NOsIBUICS OTKYZIa-TO C3a/iy U BeJiesl MHE HeMe/IJIEHHO BO3BPalllaThCsl B
narepb. f O6pocuics 6b110, HO TYT BCcroMHUI 0 fIpoxBocTe. §1 Benb Aake He



3HaJ, BbDKAI OH uaM Het! Torzma s moBepHy/n Hasajg W mobexkan HaBCTpeuy
yauparomyM BouHam Peunoro miemenun. Korga s mogbexkan K HarpeTbim
Kamusim, SIpoxBoCT yKe BbIOpasics M3-1107 00/I0MKOB. XBOCT €ro ObUT TIOJHST
TPyOOH, IIepCTh CTOsi/Ia AbIOOM, HO OH ObUI 1jen U HeBpeauM. KissHych, Ha HeM
He ObLI0O HU eAuHOW IapamuHbl! M oH 6Gexkan K KorTioo, KOTOpBIM CTOSIT B
TeHU. — U 310 Torza... — Hauan KpyToOok.

— Jla, — Topenblii HEBOIBHO BBIMYCTU/I KOI'TH, 3aXBau€HHBIM Yy>KaCHBIM
BOocCrioMrHaHueM. — KoroTh cxBatui SIpoxBOCTa M IIBBIPDHY/ €ro Ha3emb. TOT
PBaHyJ/ICs, HO He MOT BbIpBaThCsl. KOroTh HaBa/Wics Ha Hero, a MOTOM... —
[openbiii CyJOPOXXHO CIVIOTHY/ M OMyCTWI Tna3a. — [lorom Koroth Brmucs
3ybamu eMy B TOp/io — U Bce Ob110 KOoHUeHO. — OH 00eCCUIeHo YPOHU FOIOBY
Ha J1afbl.

OrHerpuB NpUABUHYJICS Omke U Tiprwkascs K 60ky ['openoro. — 3Hauwr,
Kenyaw moru6 mop oOpyIIMBINEHCS CKalol, — MPOTSIHY/AI OH. — 3TO ObLI
HeCUaCTHBIN cyyaid, He Gosiee. HukTo He ybuBan ero!

— Ho 310 elije He moKa3biBaeT, uto Koroth youn fIlpoxBocTta, — 3ameTusn
KpyTo60K. — YeCcTHO TIpU3HATbCsA, sI He TIPEACTAB/IsA0, UeM HaM IOMOXeT

paccka3s ['opesoro. Y Hac no-npekxHeMmy HeT HU OJHOTO J0Ka3arebCTBa!

Heckonbko MrHoBeHuii OrHerpyuB 00eCKypa)keHHO CMOTpe/ Ha Jpyra u
B/IPYT P€3KO BCKOUM/I, BbITAPAIIMB I71a3a. Jlambl ero Apokaau oT BO30yKAeHMUs.

— Ectb gokasarenbctBo! Ternepb Mbl 3HaeM, uTo Koroth Jiran, oOBUHSISA
Kenyns B youtictBe fIpoxBocTa! 3HauMT, OH CO/Mras U MOTOM, KOTZa 3asiBUJI, UTO
ybus JKenyzst B oTMeCTKY 3a rubeJib Tiaiaras!

— IMoroau-norogu, — nepe6bun KpyTo6ok, o6opaurBasick K I'openomy. —
[Tocnymaii, Ho moueMy Ha CoBeTe Thl HU C/I0Ba He CKa3an 00 ob6Basie? V3 TBoero
paccKasa MOXKHO ObIJIO cieaTh BbiBO, uTo JKemynas youn SipoxBocr!

— Pa3Be? — lopeibiii 3axs10Mas /1a3aMu, MbITasiCb COCPeAOTOUMTLCS. — A
He MMeJI 3TO B BU/Y, 4eCTHO. S pacckasasi BaM BCIO TpaBAy, KiasHycb! — Tak BOT
rnoueMy CuHs 3Be3Jjla He CTaja Jaxke C/1yllaTb Hac! — C BOOAYLLEBJIeHUEM
BOCK/IMKHYJT OrHerpuB. — OHa He MOIJIa MTOBEPUTh, UTO SPOXBOCT BUHOBEH B
ybutictBe apyroro riamiaras! Ho fIpoxBocTt u He y6uBan ero! Terepr CuHeit
3Be3/ie NPUAEeTCs MPUCIYLLIAaThCA K Ham!

Y OrHerpuBa rojioBa Iijla KPYrOM OT TOJIBKO YTO YCJ/IBIIAHHOIO, COTHU
BOIIPOCOB T'OTOBbI OBbI/IM COPBAaThCS C SI3bIKa, U eMy MOTpeb0oBa/ioCh HEMasIo CHUJ,
yToOBI CJlep)KaThbCsa. Ero yaepkan 3amax cTpaxa M Tpe)kKHee 3aTpaBieHHOe
BbIpa)KeHHe, TosBYBILIeeCs B I71a3ax ['opesoro, Korja BOCIIOMUHAHUS TepeHeC/Iv
€ro B JHM TIPpE)KHeM HeCyacT/JMBOM »XW3HU B I'po3oBoM ruiemeHn. — Tebe
Oosblile HeYero pacckasaTbh HaM? — MSATKO CITPOCH/ OH. [opesiblii OTpHrLlaTeTbHO
ToKauaJsi rO/I0BOM.



— Bce, yTO TBI CKa3as, O4eHb Ba)KHO IS Halllero IjieMeHu! — cepbe3HO
niporoBopun OrHerpuB. — Hazetoch, Ternepb HaMm yaactcs ybeautb CHHIOIO
3Be3/y, HaCKOIbKO ornaceH Korots!

— Ewm oHa emje 3axoueT BBICAyIIATh HAC, — OCTYAWI €ro IIbL1
KpyTtobok. — HampacHo Tbl TOrZa TIOTOPONMJICS paccka3aTth el o
C/Iy4UBLIEMCs1! — YKOpPU3HEHHO 3ameTu/1 OH. — Terepb BCSI UCTOPUS BBIVISAUT
coBepllIeHHO VHayve... borock, CuHsas 3Be3na cosceM 3anyrtaercsa! Hy ga nagHo!
[To kpaliHel Mepe, Terepb Mbl 3HaeM BCHO TpaBAy. UepHbld KOTHMK 3aMeTHO
rioBecesies, HO OTHerpuB SICHO BU/JIe/l, UTO OH He XOodeT 0OJibIlle TOBOPUTH O
niporiioM. [ToaTomy oH ripocTo nozcen nobsmke K 'openomy, 3aypuai, U BCKope
BCe TpOe MPUHAIMCH BbLIM3bIBaTh ApPYyr Apyra. 3ateM OrHerpuB peluuTebHO
TIO/JHSA/ICS Ha J1arbl. —

Ham nopa uatu! — ckasas oH. ['opesibii B TOC/IeJHAN pa3 MPOBeJI SI3bIKOM
1o yxy Oruerpusa.

— Beperu cebst, — 1ienHyn oH. — U He cryckait a3 ¢ Korrs!

— He 6ecnokoticsi! — moob6emjan OrHerpuB. — TBOM paccka3 MOMOMKET
HaM CrpaBUTLCs ¢ HUM. ConpoBoXx1aeMblii KpyTo60KOM, OH TIPOTUCHYJICS B Jia3
T1071, IBEPBIO U BBIKATUJICS Ha CHeT.

— Hy u xonoguiia! — mpoBopuan KpyTobok, Korja Apy3bsi Tiepesnesnu
yepe3 orpagy epmbl. — Hazio ObI/I0 3aXBaTUTh Y HUX M3 am0Oapa Tapy MbIIIeK
nnst tuieMenu! — Hy kKoHeuHo! — ¢bipkHYyn OrHerpuB. — A Kak ObI Thl TIOTOM
00bsicHu KorTio, 0TKy/1a B3s/TUCh 3UMOU TaKve PACKOPMJ/IEHHbIE MbIIIIA?

JlyHa Oblia y)ke COBCeM HHW3KO, a 3HauWT, rpubmkancs pacceT. [locre
Teryioro ambapa 3UMHMM Xos07 roka3ascsi OrHerpusy eiije cypoBee. Horu ero
HBLTM OT YCTaJ0CTH, MOPO3 MPOOHpasICs MO PhDKYHO IIEPCTKY, HO /10 OTAbIXa
Obuto eirle gAaseko. CHayasa HY>KHO TIDONTH depe3 3eM/M TuieMeHU Betpa.
Ycrano nepecraBnsisgs Jjanbl, OrHerpuB He IiepecTaBajl JAyMarb O CJI0Bax
T'opesioro. OH He COMHeBaJiCsl B MPaBAMBOCTU ero pacckasa, HO IOHKWMaJ, YTO
OyzeT oueHb HeMpPOCTO yoeauTb B 3TOM Bce Tyiemsi. OH MpeKpacHO MOMHUI, Kak
CuHsda 3Be3zia oTKasanach BepUTh ero pacckasy, ycibliiaHHomy ot l'openoro. Ho
BeZib TorAa u cam OrHerpuB mnonaran, Oyaro Kenyas youn Apoxsoct! [ToHSTHO,
yTo CuHsAg 3Be3/a oTKasanachb Beputhb B Takoe! Tereps, Korjga BbIACHUIOCH, YTO
XKenynb noru6 nog o6BasioM... Ho asist Toro utobbl OTKpEITO 00BUHUTL KoOrTs,
emy MoTpeOyrOTCs loKa3arenbcTBa. KTo MOXkeT moATBepAUTh pacckas ['opesioro?
N Tyt ero oceHwno. — KoTel U3 PeyHoro rnemeHr! — I'POMKO BOCK/IMKHYJI
OrxerpuB, OCTaHaB/IMBAasICh BO3J/le CKaJMCTOU IPsi/ibl, MepeceKaroler MopoCIni
BepeckoM ckyioH. CHer 37iech ObLT He Tak M1yOOK, KakK B Ipyrux mecTax. — Tbl
3T0 0 yeM? — TipoBopYas KpyToOOK, KOBBUISISI K HeMy, UTOObI IepeBecTH
nyx. — [Ipu ueM TyT peuHble KOTbI?



— OHHU JI0/DKHBI 3HaTh, Kak Torub XKenyas! — otBeTusn OrHerpuB. — OHU
JO/DKHBI ObLTA BU/IETH ero Tesio! B TakoM ciiyuae OHU MOTYT CKa3aTh, OTYEro OH
ymep — OT KaMHelaja uiM OT Bpaxeckoro ypapa! — Hy ga, cieael Ha Tene
MOTYT MHOTO€ pacckasaTh, — coracuics Kpytobok. — Kpome Toro, B Peunom
TIJIEMEHU [JOJKHBI 3HaTh, UTO UMes B BUAY 2Kenyzib, KOrja rOBOPHJI, UTO HU OJVH
BOMH M3 ['po30BOro rnjemeHu He CMeeT Harajarb Ha KamHs, — mnpogospkant
OrnerpuB. — Hazi0 meperoBoputh C KemM-TO U3 BOWHOB PeuyHOro riemeHw,
TIPUHMMABIIIMX yuacThe B TOU OUTBe, MoXeT, fAake ¢ camuMm KamHem. — Ho He
MOXXeM >Ke MbI MPOCTO MPUWTU B PeuHoe muiemsi U HayaTh paccrpamivBaTth! —
Bo3pasun Kpytobok. — Tbl BcriomHHM, Kakoe ceiuac Bpewmsi! [la emie 3Ta
HeZlaBHsIsA OMTBaA. ..

— — $1 3Har0 OfIHOTO BOWHA U3 PeuHOro rjiemMeHH, KOTOPbIi HU B uem Tebe
He OTKaXkeT, — ycMexHyscsi OrHerpus.

— 310 TBI 0 Cepebpsiike? — okuBUICcI KpyTobok. — Kak 310 51 cpa3y He
noragancsa?! KoHeuHo, g cripouly y Hee. A Ternepb, MOXET, MOWEM B Jiarepb?
Wnu Thl X0uelllb, YTOOBI 51 COBCEM OTMOPO3UJT Jiarlbl?

[py3psi BHOBb TPOHYJIMCh C MeCTa, C TPYZAOM IepecTaB/sisl OTsyKeJIeBlIre
naribl. OHU ObLTH y>Ke coBceM psiioM ¢ UeTbipbMsi [lepeBbsiMU, KOTla 3aMeTH/H
Tpex He3HAKOMbIX KOTOB, KapaOKaBIIIMXCS BBePX M0 CK/IOHY. Cy/ist 10 3araxy, 3T0
ObulM BOWHBI TuieMeHU BeTpa. He xBaTasio TO/MBKO MyCKaThCsi B OObSCHEHUS C
coceqckuM Tiatpynem! OrHerpuB OBICTPO OIVIsIZENICS B TOMCKAX YKPBITUS, HO,
KaK Has/10, BOKPYT NPOCTUpasach MyCTbIHHAsA paBHMHA. HU KOUKM, HU KyCTa, HU
Kamelka! B ciefyrolyto CeKyHly CTajo ICHO, UTO IMaTpy/IbHble YKe 3aMeTWU/In
HeTIPOIIIeHbIX TOCTeN U PeLlrTe/IbHO TTI0BOPAYMBAIOT B UX CTOPOHY.

OrHerpuB cpa3y Yy3Hal HEpPOBHYH ToCTynb KosueHororo, riaimaras
niemeHd Berpa. Psimom ¢ HuM OGexkanu mosiocathiii KOpHOyX M ero y4yeHUK
Betepok. — 3g0poBo, OrHerpuB, — 033/laueHHO TpOTsAHYA KomueHoruw,
JI0XpOMaB /10 BOMHOB ['po3oBoro rieMeHu. — YTO-TO BBI /la/ieKoBaToO 3abpesu
OT Zi0Ma, BEpHO?

— Ma-na, — nipo6opmoTan OrHerpuB, MOUTUTETBHO CK/IOHSIS TOJIOBY Tiepe]
CTapuKOM. — MBI... MbI yuysiii 3anax CyMpadyHOro IjleMeHH, TOIINA 110 HeMy
Y... U OH IIPUBeJI HaC NpsIMO Crozal

— CymMpauHoe ieMs Ha Hauleu 3emiie! — omjetuHuscsa Konuenoruit.

— MHe KaxeTcCs, 3amax /JOBOJIbBHO CTapbli, — TIOCIeLIW BMeLIaTbCs
KpyTo6ok. — He o uem 6ecriokouthbcsi. [IpocTrTe, UTO HAM MPUIIIOCH 3alTH Ha
Ballly TEPPUTOPUIO.

— Mp1 BaMm Bcerjia pajibl, — orto3Bascs KopHoyx. — B mocnienHeit 6utse
MbI miporiasu Obl 6e3 momoru ['po3oBoro miemeHu. Termepb Bparu CTO pa3
MOAyMaroT, TIpeXkJe ueM Hamajarb Ha Hac. KoMy xouercss uWMeTb [Je/io C



I'po3oBbIM MIemMeHeM, BepHO? — OrHerpuB CMYILIEHHO IIOCMOTpesa Ha
KopHoyxa. B mporiom onu ¢ KpyTobokoM He pa3 MpUXOAWIM Ha TOMOIIb
rieMeHd BeTpa, 1o3TomMy emy ObLJI0O B/BOWHE HEMPUATHO, UTO COCeIU
00HapPY>KWUIU UX TAUKOM PBICKAIOILIMMU TI0 UYXKUM 3eMJISIM.

— Iloxanyy, Ternepbp Ham Jiyullle OTIIPABUTHCSI [JOMOU, — TPOMSIMJIAI
oH. — [Toxoske, MbI OIIMOIUCE.

— [Ja momaput BaM 3Be3JHOe IUIeMs JIeTKYH [O0pOry, — JIaCKOBO
HamyTCTBOBa/i ux KomueHoruii. Mosofble KOTHI TIOXKeJaau coceisiM A00poii
0XOThI U TI0OeXXau B CBOM Jiarepb. — BOT He moBe3/io! — ¢ [jocaziolt psiBKHYI
OrHerpus, Korjia oy ¢ Kpyrobokom ouyTuiuchk Bosne Uetbipex [lepeBbeB. — A
B ueMm jiesio-To? — He ToHs1 KpyTob6ok. — MpbI ¢ myiemeHem BeTpa Terepb
Apy3bsi. OHU He pacCepAU/INCh, YBUZEB HAaC Ha CBOel 3emiie!

— [MomeBenu mo3ramu! — orpoisHy/ncs Kpyto6ok. — Thbl Tipe/icTaB/siellb,
yto OyzeT, ecu Ha cienytoijeM CoBete KomueHoruit pacckaxxetr CuHeit 3Be3ze
0 Harel ceropHsiHei Bctpeue?! To-To oHa yauBuTCsa! KpyToO0OK ocTaHOBUW/ICS
KaK BKOTIaHHBIA. — MBIIMHBIN 1TOMeT! — BbIpyTrascs oH. — OO0 3TOM-TO 51 U He
noayMasn! CuHer 3Be3fle 3TO SIBHO He MOHpaBUTCA! A ecIM OHa elle U
Pa303/IUTCA Ha Hallle CaMOBOJIBHOE pacc/iejoBaHue. ..

OrHerpuB 3510K0 MOeXUIICS. —

bynem HagedTscs, g0 cienyroiero Cosera BCe Tak WM UHAUe MIPOSICHUTCS.
A Tenepb nobexxany CKopee, Ha [I0 ellje TIOCTapaThCs MoiMarb uTo-Hubyab! OHu
TPOHY/JIMCb B TIIyTh, IIOCTEIIEHHO YCKOpsAsA IIal, [I0Ka He T[epeluid Ha
cTpeMuTe/bHLIN Oer. OGOTHYB MOJSIHY, APY3bsi BJeTe/IM Ha CBOIO TEPPUTOPHIO U
OCTAHOBU/IUCb, UYTOOLI TepeBeCcTH [yX, a 3a0[HO TIPUHIOXAaTbCs, HET U
1o6/M30CTH XOTh Kakoh-HUOyAb anun. KpyToOOK ZIe/IOBUTO CYyHY/ HOC B KOPHU
Omkalilliero fJepeBa YW Pa304apOBaHHO TMOAHs rojoBy. — Hwuuero! —
npoBopyan oH. — Hu xBocTuka, HU ycuka! — He Oyzgem Tepsatb Bpemsi! —
peiunn  OrHerpuB, YBU/EeB, KaK CTPEMUTE/NIbHO CBeTyieeT He00 Mexay
BepxXyLUKaMH JepeBbeB. C KaKJ0M CEKyHZOW poCjia OMacHOCTb TOrO, UTO KX
OTCYTCTBUE OyZieT 3aMeueHo.

Korga onu pobpanvch o oBpara, He0O COBCeM TIPOSICHWIOCH. Jlaribl
IO/IKALlMBAIMCh OT YCTA/0CTH, MBILILBI OKOUeHeJU OT Mopo3a, HO Orserpus
TPOJOJDKAJT YIIPSIMO CKaKaThb I10 KAMHSIM K BXO/y B IMallOPOTHUKOBBIM TYHHEJIb.
Hakonen;-to goma! OrHerpvMB paJOCTHO HBIPHY/ B UEpHYKO IacTb TYHHes,
BbI/IeTEJ Ha TMOJISIHY — U 3aMep, Tak uTo OexkaBiuii ciiefiom KpyToOoK co Bcero
pa3maxa Bpe3asics eMy B CIIMHY.

— [la moABUHBCS Thl, 6@3MO31VIbI KOMOK I11epCTH! — CepAuTo MpOoBOpUasl
Zpyr, HoO OrHerpuB He oTBeTwWI. [locpeau MoOsiHBI, Ha PaCCTOSSHUM HeCKOJIbKHUX
KOILIIAYBMX XBOCTOB OT HUX, Bocceznan Korore. Ero mmmpokas mopzaa ToHy/1a B



MOTYUHX TIIedax, Ke/Thle I7la3a ropeid MpauHOW pajocThio. — Hajeroch, BbI
TOPOIUTECh paccKasaTb MHe, Te HUIAUCh?! — mpopbiuan oH. — C Kakux 3TO
niop fopora c CoBeTa cTajia 3aHUMaTh TaK MHOTO BpeMeHu?!
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— S xpy! — psaBkHyn Korors.

— MBI XOTe/nu MOOXOTUTLCS, — OTBeTU/ OrHerpus, IOAHMMAs TOJIOBY,
yTOOBI MOCMOTPETH B TJ1a3a r/aiiartaro. — [l1eMeHn Hy>KHa CcBeXXasi efia.

— TosbKO MBI HUUEro He Halllu, — Tno/AakHyn KpyTobok, BeicTymnas u3-3a
crivHbl OTHerpusa.

— Heyxem? BugHo, Bcsi [g00bua Tompsitanack B Hopku! Kakast

)Kanmocte! —  npowmnen  Korore, MemJIleHHO TIOAXOAS K JIPY3bsM.
[Mpubnu3uBILIKMCh, OH TIaTeJibHO OOHIOXan cHauarna OrHerpvBa, TOTOM
KpyTtoboka. — Ho mouemy Torja Bel 06a HAaCKBO3b IMPOIAX/JIA MBIILIATUHOMN?!

OrHerpuB y/ipy4eHHO Tieper/isiHysics ¢ Kpyto6okoM. OHU yrke ycriesu 1o3abbITh
0 MBIIIIMHOM 0X0Te B am0ape, 3aTO MX I1IePCTKa BCe ellle XpaHW/a 3arax ChbITHOTO
y>kuHa. KpyTo60K rcryraHHO BbITapalliul 171a3a U OTBEPHYJICS.

— $1 mo/mkeH HeMe/JIeHHO /10/1I0KUTh 00 3ToM CuHeii 3Be3ze! — OyieBasn
ryaiarai. — Maute 3a MHOM!

[Ipy3bsiM HHUYEro He OCTaBa/ioCh, KaK MOBUHOBaThCsl. KOroth mpoBen ux
yepe3 moasiHy K Bbicokor Ckane, y TIOJHOXHS KOTOPOWM  >KuWJa
npeaBoauTesbHULa.  CKBO3b MOJMOr  JIMIIAWHUKOB OTHErpuMB  pasrsifien
cBepHYyBIIytocs Kayboukom CuHioro 3Be3ny. Buaumo, oHa ellje criana, HO Korja
KoroTh GeciiepeMOHHO BBaJWICS BHYTPb, TPeJBOJUTE/IbHUIA PE3KO TO/HsIA
TOJIOBY U CeJa.

— B uem pies10, Korots? — B HeZJoymeHUM CIIPOCHJIA OHa.

— Otu [ABoe XpabpelioB XOJWUIM OXOTUThbCS, — C HeCKpPbIBaeMbIM
rpe3peHuem rpoueaun mamarai. — Cygis 1o 3araxy, CaMy HaeJIiCh [0 OTBasa,
a BOT B I/IeMs1 He IPUHEC/IA HU KyCouKa!

— OT0 1npaBza? — CTPOro rocMoTpesia Ha NpoBUHUBLINUXCA CHUHAA 3Be3/a.

— Ho mbI ke xoaunu camu no cebe... — npomsmiinn KpyTo6ok. — Mebl He
ObLIM B MaTpyIIe.

«3DTO OH BEPHO TOBOPUT», — 0f00pus mpo cebsi OrHerpuB. CTporo roBops,
BepDHYBIIIMCh 0e3 700bIuM, OHM He HApYIIWIA BOWHCKOTO YCTaBa, OFHAKO B
moboM cityuae X TIOCTYTIOK BBITTIsSI/IeNT OUeHb HeKPaCcUBO.

— Mpul cvenu TiepByr0 [00bIUYy, UTOOBI TIOAKPENUTHCS U TIPOAOJIKATh
OXOTY, — TIOSICHWI OH. — Ho MOoTOM yjjaua OTBepHy/iach OT HaC, U Mbl HUUEro He
CMOIJIY TTOMMaTh.

KoroThk mpeHebpexxuTenbHO (DBIPKHY/, /aBasi TIOHSTb, UTO He BEepUT HU
eJMHOMY €ero CJIOBY.



— B mobom cnyuyae Bbl 00s3aHbI OBIIM TIPEXKJE BCETrO IIOJyMaTb O
TJIeMeHU, — CypoBO cKa3saja CuHss 3Be3na. — Celuac, Korja B JieCy TaK Majio
JIUUM, JIONT BEJIUT KOTAM JIeJIUTh CBOIO A00bIUy c TiemeHem! Bbl 06a oueHb
pa3oyapoBa/ii MeHsl.

OrHerpuB NpPUCTBDKEHO TOHYPW/I TOJIOBY. Korja-To /JaBHO, KOrjja OH OB
MaJIeHbKUM JIOMAaIllHUM KOTeHKOM, CHHsisl 3Be3/a MpuBesia ero B mjiaemsi, U C Tex
TIOp OH W30 BCEeX CUJI CTapasicsi orpaBjath ee noBepue. Eciu 661 oHu b6ecenoBanu
C T/1a3y Ha I/1a3, OH, BePOsiITHO, pacckaszan Obl MpeABOAUTebHULIE BCIO TIPABLY,
HO B MpUCyTCTBUU KorTsi 3T0 OBI/I0 HEBO3MOXKHO!

Kpome Toro, oH u cam eiije He ObUT TOTOB nepenaTh CuHell 3Be3ze CBOMU
roc/jaeAHUM pa3roBop ¢ I'opesnbiM. CHayasa HY)XKHO TE€PErOBOPUTH C KOTaMU U3
PeuHOro ryieMeHU ¥ TOYHO BBISICHUTD, Kak MOru0 YKemy/b.

— IIpoctu Hac, CuHsist 3Be3a, — MPoOOpMOTa OH.

— IlpoieHrieM rosoHble KUBOThHI HE HAIOJHUILL! — XO0JIOAHO OTpe3asna
npeBouTe/bHUIIA. — Bbl 00a OyzneTe Haka3aHbl 3a CBOI >KaHOCTh. BBbI
JTOJDKHBI 3aTIOMHUTh, YTO MPEBBIIIE BCETO /1711 BOUHOB JJOJKHBI CTOSITh UHTEPECHI
TJIeMeHH, a He TIPUX0TU cobcTBeHHOro xxenyaka! Jlo ciemytolero pacceeta Bbl
oba OyzeTe OXOTUTBCS TOJILKO Jjisl TIJIeMeHH, a He [y cebsi. I Tonbko mocre
TOrO, KaK BCe TOe[sT, Bbl CMOXKeTe B3siTb cebe TO, UTO OCTaHeTCs, — B3IJIsA]
MpeJBOAUTE/ILHULIBI TIOTerviel. — $ BUWXKY, Bbl €[lBa CTOWTE Ha HOrax OT
yCTasoCTy, — 3aMeTula oHa. — Vaurte u nocrnvre. Hazierocs, yxe K IOMYAHIO
Bbl HauHeTe 0x0Ty. — [la, CuHsas 3Be3ga! — OrHerpuvB Hak/JIOHW/I TOJIOBY U
BbIllles1 w3 mneiepbl. KpyTobok Tiesnicsi cjieiom 3a HUM, IIepCTh ero CTosiia
JBIOOM OT CTpaxa M YHIDKEHUS.

— S yxX wuchoyrancs, 4YTO OHa BbIpBeT HaM C ToOOM XBOCTbI! —
TI0KaI0BaJICsI OH, KOT/a APY3bsi MPUOINU3UINCH K TTelljepe BOMHOB.

— B TakoMm ciiyyae MOXelllb CUMTATh, YTO BaM TOBe37I0! — yrposkarolle
pa3zanoch 3a ero cruHoi. OrHerpuB 00epHYJICA U yBUZE TIPUOIMKarOIIerocs
Kortsa. — Byap s mipeBojiuTesieM IjieMeHHW, s Obl C Bac IIKypy CITyCTuWI!

OrHerpuB MOYYBCTBOBaJI, KaK OT 3/IOCTH WMCKPBI MMpobekanu T0 ero IIepCTH.
['y6nl ero HEBOJILHO TIOTIOJI3/IM BBEPX, 'PO3HOE DblUaHUe 3aKWIleso B ropie, u
TOMBKO TIpefiocTeperatoiiiee IurneHre KpyTtoboka 3acTaBUIO ero TPOIJIOTUTh
yIpO3bl, TOTOBbIe COPBaThCA C si3blKa. OH OMYyCTWI IIEPCTb U OTBEPHY/CS OT
rjamiarasi.

Bor Tak-TO OHO Jyuyille, KOTE€HOYeK, — ycMexHyncsi Korotb. —
OtnpaBnsivicd B CBOe THe3bIKO. Bo3amoxxHo, CuHSIA 3Be3/1a MoKa ellle 10BepsieT
Tebe, HO $-TO HAaCKBO3b Tebsi BKKY! 3Hali, uTo s1 He 3a0bi1 0 OUTBe B Jjlarepe
sieMeHu Berpa! — ¢ 3TumMu cioBamu Korote Ba)kKHO MPOILIECTBOBAJI MUMO
MOJIOZIbIX BOMHOB U TIepBLIM Bollies B reiepy. KpyToOoK cy/opoyKHO miepeBern



nyx. — OrHerpuB! — yrpromMo mpoiiumen oH. — Thl WM TIepBbIii xpabpel] B
TJIeMeHd, WA TocaeqHuM uauot! 3akivHaio Tebs 3Be3[HBIM IIeMeHeM,
rpekparu 3aguparb Korrsa!

— $ HUuYeM He 3aC/Iy)KW/I ero HeHaBUCTb! — oOrpeisHy/nICca OrHerpus,
IPOTUCKUBasACh B relepy. Korore yxe ycescd Hemojajieky OT LieHTpa. He
obpaiijasi BHUMaHus Ha OrHerpvBa, OH BOPOYAJICSi HA CBOEM MeCTe, CTapasiCh
yneubcs IoynoO6Hee. OrHerpyB MoJT4a Ipoiiiesi Bo3je crsimumx [lecyaHoit Bypu u
HuiMa. Ctouno OrHerpuBy npubimu3nThes, Kak [lecuanast Bypst BcTperneHynach v
ceJa.

— Kak Tosibko Mbl BepHy/vch ¢ CoBeta, Korots cpa3y Opocuics McKaTb
Tebsi, — eJjie CJIBIIIHO TIpOlenTana oHa. — $ mepezasa eMy TBOM CJIOBa, HO,
TIOX0’Ke, OH HU CKOjieuko He TioBepus! Kak Tebsi yropa3anio HaCTynUTh eMy Ha
xBOCT? Ee couyBCTBeHHbINM B3I corpen cepgue OrHerprBa, HO OH Tak yCTasl,
YTO YeJIFOCTH MPOCTO BbIBOPAUMBA/IO CYJOPOKHOM 3eBOTOU. — Tbl M3BHUHU, —
npobopMoTan OH, — MHe HaJ0 XOTb HEeMHOro Tocmarb. I moTom Bce Tebe
pacckaxy. OH moutu He comHeBasics, uTo [lecuaHas Byps pa3o3nurcs, HO OHa
CHOBa yjuBuia ero. [JoxzaaBlivCh, roka OrHerpuB ycCTajio BBITAHETCS Ha
MATKOM MXYy, YCTWIaBLLIeM I10JI, KOIleyka BCTaja, IOAOLLIa K HeMy U Jjerja
PSIZIOM, T@CHO TIPMXKABILKCH K €r0 PhKeMy OOKY.

JlexxaBImii psiioM C Helt [IbIM TIPUOTKPBII OJIMH T71a3 U 37100HO yCTaBUJICS
Ha OrHerpuBa. [ToToM (BIPKHY/ U JeMOHCTPAaTUBHO MTOBEPHYJICS Ha JIPyroi OOK.
Ho OrHerpuB C/AMIIKOM yCTas, uToObl 0OpalijaTb BHUMaHWe Ha PeBHOCTh JlbiMa.
OH yke 3ackinan. Iya3a ero camu coboil 3aKpbUIUCh, U TIOC/Ie[iHEe, UTO OH
3alIOMHUJI, TIpeX/le ueM TPOBauThCsl B COH, ObUIO Teruioe TPUKOCHOBEHUE
nymmcTou wepctu [lecuanou Bypu.

OrnerpuB wies 1Mo JieCHOW Tpore. Ero repernosHssi OXOTHUYUM as3apT, OH
IIMPOKO paszeBasl pPOT, UTOObI Jydille Y/IOBUThH 3amax m#oObiun. Kpaelikom
CO3HaHUS OH IOHMMaJ, YTO 3TO eMy TOJIbKO CHUTCS, OJHAKO >XUBOT ero
TIPU3BIBHO Ypuas B MpeABKYIIIeHUU CBexkel /00bur. [1armopoTHUKY CMBIKAIUCh
Hasl ero rosoBoii. [TosiHas iyHa cusizia Ha YMCTOM Hebe, ee SIPKUM, >KeMUY>KHbIH
CBeT CTPYW/ICS CKBO3b JIUCThbsl. KaK/AbIM JINCT TMAriopOTHHKA, KaXKJas TpaBUHKa
cBepkaiu cepebpomM, a OseiHble 3apOC/M TIePBOL[BeTa, TYCTO PAaCTYIero BAO/b
TPOIIMHKH, Ka3ajoCh, CBETW/IWMCh W3HYTPU. BCrogy 4yBCTBOBA/OCh BiIaKHOE
Apixanve FOHbIX JlvcTeeB. [Ipomep3iini, 3achilaHHblli CHErOM Jlarepb OCTasCs B
JlaJIeKOM-Zja/IeKOM I1POLLIIOM.

Korga TpornuHKa Hauasna B30UpaTbcs B ropy, repes OTHerpvBOM BHe3armHO
BbIpOC/a (pUrypa Kakou-To KOwKU. OH OCTaHOBWJ/ICS U C 3aMUpaHueM cep/ua
y3Han B Heli [lectponuctyro. Kparuaras Koilika rojjoiiia O/ivke U TpUKasach
CBOUM PO30BBIM HOCOM K ero Hocy. OrHerpuB moTtepcst ofi00pOIKOM O ee IIeKy



Y pajjOoCTHO 3aypuan. B Te BpeMeHa, KOrjja OH TOJIbKO MOSIBU/ICSI B TJIEMEHH,
[TecTponucrasi Obia LenuTenbHUIEN. [ToTOM ee X/1aZIHOKPOBHO yOWI OJUH W3
BOMHOB CympauHoro rsieMeHd. OTHerpvB J0/Ir0 He MOT' CMUPUTBCS C yTPaTou U
OueHb TOCKOBa/l MO CTapOM KOIIKe, HO ee [yX 4YaCTO Moceujasa ero B CHax.
[Tectpomucrass orcTynuia Ha war Hasafg. — [longem, OrHerpuB, — CKasana
oHa. — { xouy moka3arbh Tebe koe-uto. OHa MOBepHy/aCh U Me/[JIeHHO TIOIIa
BIIEpe/], BpeMsl OT BpeMeHU OIVISiZIbIBasiCh, UTOOBI yOeaquThCsi, uTo OTHerpuB UeT
CJIe/IOM.

OH MOC/yIIHO TPYCUJ 3a LieNIUTeTbHULIeN, He CBO/is JIFOOSIero B3risijia C
ee KparuaTou 111epCTKH, 0OMUTON MyHHBIM cusHueM. Korjla OHM MOAHS/IUCH Ha
BepLIMHY XosiMa, [lecTposvcrasi HbIpHy/la B IIAlIOPOTHUKOBBIM TyHHeIb U
BbiBesia OTHerpriBa Ha BbICOKHMM, 3apOCIIHM TpaBou xpeber.

— Cmorpu! — cka3ana OHa, yKasbiBasg MOPJOM KyZa-To BAasab. OrHerpus
38KMypU/ICs. BMeCcTo 3HAaKOMBIX OuepTaHUU [JepeBbeB U TI0JIed Tepe] HUM
HAaCKOJIBKO XBaraJsio a3 pas3/juBajach Boga. OTKyza OHa 37ech B3syiack? OH He
MOT Jla)Ke pasr/isifieTb TeppPUTOpUU COOCTBEHHOTrO IJIeMeHM — BCe CKPbUIOCh
nof;, cepebpucToii BogHOU rnazabt. Crazkuii 3amax [lecTponucToil 3aiiekoTasn
ero Ho3gpu. B ymax pa3gancd TUXUM 3HAKOMBIM TOJOC: «3arOMHH,
OruerpuB! — wenrajia kKomka. — Boga mnomotur oroHb». OrHerpus
WCTMYTaHHO OTKPBUI T/1a3a. XOMIO/AHBIN BeTepOK, MOJHUMABIINNA Jerkyto psibb Ha
TIOBePXHOCTH BO/IbI, YyKe MpoOpasicsi oA, ero 1iepctky. [lecTposvcTasi ucuessa.
[Toka OrHerpuB pacTepsiHHO II0BOpPAuMBajiCid BO BCe CTOPOHBI, UIla
Lle/IMTe/IbHULLY, CBeT Hauya/l MePKHYTb. BMecTe CO CBeTOM CTajio ucye3arb Terio
Y OLlyllleHWe MYLIKWCTOM TpaBbl IOZ, HOramMu. B ciiefyrol(yr0 CeKyHZy OH
TIPOBAJIUJICS B XOJIOZ, U MpaK.

— OrnerpuB! OrnerpuB! Kakoii-To kKOT OeciiepeMOHHO TepeOun ero.
OrHerpvB MONbITAJICS OTCTPAHUTHCS, HO UEK-TO HACTOWUMBBIM I'0JIOC CHOBA U
CHOBa OKJIMKaJl ero 1o uMeHu. HakoHel oH y3Has rosioc Kpytoboka. OrHerpus c
TPYZAOM OTKPBUI I71a3a U YBU/eJl CKJIOHMBILIET0CSl HaJl HUM Ceporo 30pOBSKa.

— OrnerpuB! — kpuuan KpyTtobok. — BcraBaii! Yxke noutu nonjens! C
TPY/J,0M TIOZHSIBIIIUCh Ha Jiarbl, OTHerpyuB BbIOpAsCs U3 THe3/ja U yCeJICs Ha TIOy.
CKBO3b CILJIETeHHbIE BETBU B TIelIepy JIUICS X0/IO0JHbIN U O/1e/JHbIN 3UMHUMN CBeT.

B weHtpe mno-tipexkHeMy Kpernko crnanu CrHeraska v YacTokosn, a BOT
[Tecuanoit Bypu u [IpiMa yxe He Obl10. — ThI uTO-TO GOpPMOTan BO CHe, —
coobmmn Kpyrobok. — Uacom He 3abosen?

— UYro? — conHo mnepecrnipocun OrHerpuB. Ha pyiie y Hero Obuio
TOCK/IMBO. DTO ObLn Bcero Juiib coH! Ilectponucrasi ymepna, U Gosbliie OH
HUKOTJ]a He CMOXKET TIOTOBOPUTH C HEW... pa3Be TOJIbKO BO CHe! — Yke mouTtu
nosifieHb! — HactoiturBo noBTopun Kpytobok. — Ham mopa oTmpaBiasiTbCsi Ha



OXOTY.

— 3Harw! — npobopmoTan OrHerpus, 60psICh C OCTaTKaMU CHa.

— Hy Tak mnomeBenuBaiicsi! — Apyr elle pa3ok MUXHY1 ero B GOK u
BBICKOUMIJI 13 Telljepbl. — BcTpedaemcs y TyHHess!

OrsHerpuB /JIM3HY/ Jially U XOPOILEHbKO TOTep €0 MOP/OouKy. ['0/ioBa ero
MpOsICHW/IaCh, W OH OTUYeTVIMBO BCHOMHWA cyoBa Ilectponuctoii: «Bopa
MOMIOTUT OroHb!» UTO 1jenuTe/bHULIA XOTela 3TUM cKasdatb? [lepes; cMepThiO
OHa MpollenTana, UTo OrOHb craceT ryiemsi. Uto Bce 3TO 3HauuT? Boiiesas u3
nierjepbl, OTHerpuB TMOYYBCTBOBAJ, UTO BeCh APOXKWT, HO HE OT XO0JI0fa, a OT
TipeuyBCTBUsI npub/karoiielics 6enpl. Hecuactbe ObIIO COBCEM DSIZIOM, OHO
Ha/IBUTa/IoCh, KaK TsbKesasi Tpo30Basi Tyda. Eciu nojcTynaroiiasi Bojia MOrJIOTUT
rJ1amsi, TO 4TO Ke Torja criaceT Tiemsi? Heyxxenu nipopouectBo IlecTposnucToit
03HayaeT CKOpyro rubesns ['po3oBoro miemeHu?!



['maBa IV

OrHerpuB TOJHUMAJ/ICSI TIO CKJIOHY OBpara, CHer CKpWmeya Tio[ €ro
ObicTpeiMU narniamMy. CostHIle SIPKO CUsiio Ha OsieiHOM 3uMHeM HeOe, U XOTsI ero
JIyud TIOUTHM He COTpeBa/id 3aMep3IuX KOTOB, Ha Ayiie y OrHerpuBa Obuio
paZlocTHO. B cosiHeuHble HU XOUYeTCsl BepUTh B TO, UTO ce30H FOHbIX JIucTheB
yke He 3a ropamu! TpycuBmmi no3agu KpyToOOK CIOBHO TPOUMTAnT MbBICIH
nipusitesis: — Hazieroch, HaM NOBe3eT, U COTHBIIIKO BIMAHUT JUYb U3 HOPOK! —

Ec/u TOJBKO OHA He TOMpsiueTcss 0OpaTHO OT TBOEro ToroTa! — Tofjiena ero
[lecuanas byps.
— KpyTo6ok coBceM He Tomaer! — TrOpsSiY0 BCTYMWICS 3a CBOEro

HacTaBHUKa MaseHbkuii [larmopotHuk, a Kpytobok suib 00pOAyIIHO
3aBopyasi. OTHerpyB UyBCTBOBA/ HEOOBIKHOBEHHbBIN TIPUIMB cul. HecMoTpsi Ha
TO YTO CerofiHAIIHSS OXOTa ObUla Ha3HaueHa MM B HaKa3aHUe, HUKTO He
notpeboBas1, YTOObI TPOBUHKUBIITMECS] OXOTU/IUCH B OJUHOUKY, TaK UTO Terepb OH
HaCJIaXXacs Apy>KeCKOU KOMITaHUEeM.

OH HeBOIBHO TIOEXW/ICSA, BCIIOMHUB JiefssHOM B3misah CuHed 3Be3[bl,
KOTOPBIM OHa Harpajiuia ux ¢ Kpyrobokom, Ha 1ie/iblii /leHb 3alpPeTHUB OXOTUThCS
nnst cebsi. Huuero! OH 3aciykKuT ee TIpoIlleHMe, KOrjja TIPUHeCeT B jlarepb Kak
MOKHO Oosibilie f00ObIuu. [lnemsi ocTpo Hyxzaaercs B mnuiije! CerogHsi yTpow,
korjia oy ¢ Kpyrobokom BbiOpanuch M3 meliepsl, 3araca e/jbl IouTH He Obu1o, U
Oosiblllasi yaCTh BOWHOB OTMpaBWUIach B JjieCc 3a fA00brdeil. Ilo gopore oHM
BcTpetusiu KorTsi, Bo3Bpalljarwiilerocsi B jiarepb ¢ yrpeHHero obxozia. B 3ybax
raiarasi Obisla 3akara Oesika, ee JJIMHHBIN XBOCT 0€3)KM3HEHHO BOJIOUUJICS T10
CHery.

KoroTh 3106H0 mocMmoTpen Ha OrHerpuBa, HO Tipomosnuan. Buaumo, emy
TIPOCTO He XOTeJOoCh KiacTb Oenky Ha 3emutt0. Korjja /py3bsi TIOJHSITUCH Ha
BepIlMHY XonMa, [lecuaHass Bypsi OGwbicTpo mobGexkana Brepen, a KpyTtobok
OCTAHOBUJ/ICS U CTa/l OOBSICHATH [1armoOpOTHUKY, KaK UCKAaTh Mblilieli B KOPHSX
nepeBbeB. Habsmrozast 3a HuMH, OrHerpuB B KOTOPBIM pa3 C TOPeubio BCIIOMHU O
cBoeii ObiBIllel yueHuile. Ecu 6b1 He y)KacHOe TIpouMCIieCcTBUe Ha [pemsiiiieit
Tpomne, ITenentorika ceiiuac Toxke Obisia Obl ¢ HUMHM! Ho M3-3a U3ypojioBaHHOM
narku OefHSDKKA Terepb HUKOT/la He CTaHeT BOMHOM U HaBCerZa OCTaHeTCs
psimom co Illep6aToii, HOBOM 1jeTMTe/TbHULIEN TI/IEMEHH.

OTorHaB rpyctHbie Mbicyid, OrHerpuB Gpocusicsi Ha TTOUCKU [o0buu. OH
pasuHy/1 pOT, YTOObI He MPOMYCTUTh HU OJHOTO 3araxa, U BCKOpe JIeTKUii
BeTepOK, MPOo0eyKaBIIIHii 110 3aCHE)KEHHOMY CKJIOHY, TIpUHeC ¢ co00M 3HaKOMBbIi



apomar. Kpomuk! 3azpaB ronoBy, OrHerpuB cpa3y 3aMeTus Oyporo 3BepbKa,
CyeTsLLerocsi B 3apOC/siX MaropOTHHKA, Ile M3-TI0f, CHera TOpYaj0 HeCKOJIbKO
3e/leHbIX TPaBUHOK. OTHerpuB Bech 1ofiobpasics, TpUriai K 3emyie U Me[|JIeHHO,
IIar 3a IIaroM, Hadaj TpUOMKaTbCA. B mocnegHuii MOMEHT KPOJMK Yyuysit
Bpara W IlapaxHy/icsi B CTOPOHY, HO ObIJIO y»Ke T03AHO. OrHerpyB MpLITHYI, U
HECUACTHBIM 3BEpeK Jake MNUCKHYTb He ycrnen. OrHerpuB TOP’KeCTBEHHO
HaripaBW/ICSA B Jiarepb, ropZio Bosioya CBOM Tpodeii. Boiliis Ha MO/sIHY, OH C
obnerueHneM yBHUZE/N, UTO Kyua /JOObIUM BHOBb CTajia OOJIBIIIONW, BHUAMMO,
yTPEHHUE MaTPY/IM TOXKEe MOOXOTU/IUCh Ha C/1aBy.

— ¥YpauHasi oxota, OrHerpuB! — ofo6putenbHO ckaszana Cunsisi 3Be3fa,
BCTpeuasi OXOTHUKOB WU IVIsAiS Ha Kpo/MKa. — JlaBal-Ka Cpa3y OTHECU ero
tenurenbHUlle! OOpajoBaHHBIM ee MoxBasol, OrHerpuB TOBOJIOK KpPOJMKA
obpatHo uepe3 nonsgHy. TyHHe/b B TTOOypeBIIMX JTIOMKMX MarlOPOTHHUKAX BeJl B
ye[IMHEeHHbIM YTOJIOK Jiarepsi, TAe B paclle/iiHe CKajibl KWAJa LeauTe/bHULla
TJIEMEHU.

Ena OrHerpuB BbICKOUW/JI W3 TallOPOTHUKOB, KakK Cpa3y yBUZEN
[lepbatyto. LlenutenpHUIla Jie)kana y BXOZia B CBOO Tielliepy, MO/I0XUB Jaribl
noy, Tpyab. Ilepen Held, He CBOAS ToyyObIX I71a3 C IIMPOKOM MOP/bI CTAapoOM
KOIITIKH, Boccenana [enemtoiika. Ee rernenbHO-cepast 11epCTKA CTOs/Ia JI00M OT
BO/IHEHUsI. — A Terneps, [lemesntoiiika, — CKpuIiesa ctapyxa, — s 3aiam Tebe
Takyro 3ajady. Y Haued KpuBynd OT Xosofa MOTpeCcKanuch IOAYLIEUYKH Ha
narnkax. YeM MbI MOXKEM €l TOMOYb?

— Ecmm Hawaznock 3apakeHue, TO el HeoOXOAMMO [JaThb JIUCThS
HOTOTKOB, — YyBepeHHO 3araparopwia Ilemesntoiiika. — Yrtobbl ObICTpee
38)KMBAJI0, HaZl0 CMa3bIBaThb TOAYILIEUKU Ma3bi0 M3 THICSAUE/NUCTHUKA. A eCc/d
cunbHasi 60/b, TYT ITOMOTYT TOJILKO MaKOBbI€ 3epHa.

— Monogern, — 3amypiibikana Illep6aras. Ileresroliika BBITSAHY/IACh B
CTPYHKY, I7la3a ee CUs/IU OT ropAocTh. OrHerpuB BIIOJIHE pasfesisiyl ee YyBCTBa.
OH nipekpacHO 3HaJsl, YTO CTapyxa CKyra Ha [oXBaJy.

— Tbl Bce cKa3asa TipaBWIbHO, — mpojo/pkana [epbatas. — Jagum et
JTUCThEB 1 Ma3b. A BOT C MAaKOBBIMU 3€PHaMH He OyzieM TOPOITUTLCS, paHbl TTOKa
YKMCThIE U He CJIUIITKOM TTyOoKHe.

[Tenesntoliika BCKouwia U Opocunack Obulo B Tielliepy, HO TYT YyBUjesa
OrHerpuBa, CTOSBIIErO0 Yy BbIXOAA M3 TyHHens. PagoCTHO MSIyKHYB, KOIIIKa
yCTpeMW/Iachb K HeMy, CWIbHO TIpWIaZiasd Ha W3yPOJOBAaHHYK JIATIKY.
BocriomyvHaHus OCTPbIM KOITeM TMOAOCHYAU 10 cepany OraerpuBa. [o
CTpAILIHOTO TIpoucitiecTBUst Ha ['pemsieii Tporie MasbiKa Obljla HaCTOSIIAM
CT'YCTKOM 5Hepruu. Terepb el HUKOTJA y>Ke He HOCUTHCS MO JieCy, HUKOrJa He
BCTYIUTh B Psi/ibl BOUHOB ['p030BOr0 MmjieMeHu.



K cuactero, faxe uyaminy c I'pemsiieri Tpombl 0Ka3asochk He TIOA CUTY
HCKa/IeuuTh ee BeceJsiblM, HeyHbIBatoIIUKM HpaB. BoT u ceiuyac [lenentoika Bcs
NpOCHUsIa, YBUEB KPOJIUKa, CBUCArOLLero U3 rnactu Oruerpusa.

— CaexkatuHa?! — 3aBonwia Ilemnestoiika. — 910 Ham? Bot 3m0poBo! —
N kak Henb3s KcTatu! — 3aBopuana lllepbarasi, mogHUMasiCh CO CBOEro
MecTa. — MbI Bcerja pajibl BKyCHeHbKMM Kpoaukam! Tel He mpefcTaB/isielllb,

OrHerpus, € yTpa TyT Y Hac nepe0ObiBasia uyTh JiM He MOJIOBKMHA 1ieMeHu! U y
BCeX CBOM OOJISTUKH, POCTO TIPUCECTb HeKor/a!

Or”erpuB TOJOllIe/T K CKaje M TOJAOXKW/I KpOJIMKa Ha 3eM/0 BO3Jje
tenurenbHULIBL. [llepbaras TyT >ke moTporasa ero Jiarowu.

— Tloxkanyi, y Hero fake Msiclia HEMHOT'O OCTasl0Ch Ha KOCTSIX, — HEXOTsI
npu3Hasia oHa. — BoT uro, [lemnentoiiika, 6epyu HOTOTKH U ThICSUYEUCTHUK U
ormnipassisiticsi K Kpusyne. U moroponuck, a To s Bce cheM! Ecmu He Oyzenib
KOTIaThCsl, TO, MOXKET, U Tebe UTO-HUOYb Teperaier.

[Ternentomika Becesio 3amypJiblKasa, MOTepaach KOHUMKOM XBOCTa O CIIUHY
[Iep6aToii u CKpbLIach B Meliepe.

— Kak oHa Tyr? — Herpomko cmpocun OrnHerpuB. — [lpuBbik/ia?
Ob6xwunacs? — Bce y Hee xopoiio! — otpe3ana crapyxa. — Heuero o Heit
GecriokouThcs, sicHo?! — OTHerpuB U caM XOTeJl Obl YCIIOKOUTLCS, HO He MOT.

[Tenesntoliika Oblyia €ro ydyeHulleld, U OH He MOT M30aBUThCS OT UyBCTBa BUHHI 3a
Tipou3oliie/iiiee ¢ Heli HecuacThe. Kak HacTaBHUK, OH 00si3aH ObL1 c/ienath BCe,
yTOOBI MaJIbIIIIKA He yzapasa 6e3 cripocy Ha ['pemsiiyto Tpory!

OH CHOBa BCIIOMHUJI TIO/[POOHOCTH TOTO CTPAIITHOTO MPOUCIIeCTBUsA. B ToT
neHb Korote HasHaumn Cunell 3Be3fe BcTpeuy Bosje ['pemsieirt Tporbl, HO
TIpeJIBOJUTE/IbHULIA TsDKeo 3abosiesia M He MoOrvia TPOWTH. B jlarepe moutu He
ocTanoch BOMHOB, OTHerpuBa lLieuTebHUIlA Moc/ana K JByHOruM pa3no0bITh
HeMHOro 1iesieOHOM MsThl fJisi 3aboneBieidi CuHeit 3Be3apl. HabpaB MsTHI,
OrnerpuB moobeliijan Ha obpatHOoM TyTH cberatb u npeaynpeauTh Kortsi. OH
CTPOro-HAaCTPOro Hakasasj Be3fecyllel [lemestomke He BBICOBBIBaTbH HOCA W3
narepsi, HO OHa He TOC/yIIagach U cama Tobexxana K Kortio. HecuacTHbiii
Clyyad TIpoM30Ies K3-3a TOro, uro Korotb 0OCTaBU/ CBOK METKY CJIMILIKOM
6rmm3ko K kpato ['pemsitieii Tporbl. OTHerpyB Mo/j03peBal, UTO OH CZieJia 3TO He
ciayvarHO. B0O3MOXHO, Miamiatad XOTesl 3aMaHWUTh B JIOBYLIKY camy CHHIOO
3Be3ny! PacripomjaBuimcey € reauTenbHullerd, OTHerpvB BHOBb OTIIPABUJ/ICS Ha
ox0Ty. TpeBo)KHbIE MBIC/IU He OTIyCKa/lu ero. Ec/u rnogo3peHust BepHbl, 3HauuT,
TOSIBJISIETCS ellle OHAa BecKas IpUUYMHA KakK MOKHO CKOpee Iipezarhb Orviacke
npectyruienre Korts. OH 00si3aH cfieniath 3TO pasu youroro SIpoxBocTa, pajgu
BBDKUTOrO M3 Jiareps l'openoro, pagu uckaneueHHou [lenemomku! Ho camoe
IJlaBHOE, OH [JO/DKEeH CZiesiaTb 3TO pajy CIlaceHus IIeMeHU, pajy BCeX KOTOB,



KOTOPBIM yrpoxkaeT Oe3yzep>kHoe BiacTonooue Kortsi!

Ha cnepyrommii fneHp 1ocne yaayHoOu oOxOTbl OTHErpvMB peLlva  He
OTKJ/IaJjbIBaTh [I0 JIYUlIMX BpemMeH BU3UT B PeuyHoe 1uieMs. EMy He Tepriesioch
TIOJTyUUTD JJOKa3aTebCTBa TOT0, uTo JKemyab 1orub 1o/ o6BamoMm.

Chbe)XHBIIMCh Ha Kparo jieca, OH He CBOZMII IV1a3 C 3aMep3iieit peky. Crosiia
TULLIWHA, JMIIb BeTep Wu3pejKa Ilejecresl B 3apOoCjsgX CyXOro KaMblllia,
Topuallero u3 Tomiuu JbAa. CugeBmmii psizom ¢ apyrom  KpyTobok
HaCTOPOXXeHHO TpuHIoXancsd. — Yyro KoToB PeuHoro riemMeHu! — mporienTan
OH. — 3armax cTapbiii. [[ymaro, MOXKHO CITOKOMHO TiepeOpaThesi Ha JIpyroii beper.

OrnHerpuB 3HaJ/, 4TO BCTpeya C COIUVIEMEHHUKaMU [Jid Hero cemyac BO
MHOTO pa3 oracHee H000r0 Bpa)keCcKoro marpy/sis. Korotb M Tak OTKPBITO
roZlo3peBaeT ero B u3MeHe. Ecn miaiarad rpoHtoxaet, uTo OTHErprB pbICKasl
10 TeppUTOPUM PeyHOro IyieMeHy, OH IIPOCTO MTOPBeT ero Ha yacTu!

— Xopotiio, — mienuyn oH. — [lonu. KpyToO6oK yBepeHHO CTyIua Ha
nen, TSDKeIO TIpWrafias Ha Jjarnbl, 4ToObl He CKO/ib3UThb. OTHErpuB CHadasia
Topasw/cs JIOBKOCTH JIpyra, HO BOBpeMsi BCOMHWI, uTo KpyTo6ok mouTu
KaKIyl0 HOUb TaliHO TiepebupaeTcss uepe3 peKy, uYTOObI BCTPETUTHCS C
Cepebpsitkoii. OH OCTOPOXKHO ABUHYJICS BC/Ie[ 3a APYTOM, CO CTPaXOM OXKU[iasi,
YTO Jie/l BOT-BOT TIPOJIOMUTCS TOJ, €ro JiarlaMU U OH C TOJIOBOM OOpYIIUTCS B
TeMHYI0 Boay. 3a HarpetbiMu KamMHsIMU peka C/y>Ku/ia eCTeCTBeHHOM rpaHuLien
Mexay PeunbiM u ['po30oBbIM miemeHamu. Y OrHerpuBa LIepCTb MOAHSA/IACH
IBI0OM OT BOJIHEHUSI M CTpaxXa, Ha KaXKZOM IlIary OH MCIyraHHO obopaduBarics,
yTOOBI YOeJUTHCS, UTO 32 HUM He TIO/IJISIIbIBAOT C cOOCTBeHHOTro Oepera.

o6paBiIKCh /10 TIPOTUBOIIO/IOKHOTO Oepera, KOTbl OPOCHUIUCH B 3apOC/H
PBDKero TPOCTHUKA U TIATe/bHO MPUHIOXa/IUCh. OTHErpuB BU/eJI, UTO ero Jpyr
He Ha IIyTKy HamyraH. Kaxzabli MycCKysn ero Teja Apoxkaa OT HarpshDKeHUs,
)KeJITble T7a3a JIMXOPaZIouHO BCMATPUBA/IIMCh B TIPOCBEThI MEXy OypbIMU
cTebIsIMHU.

— MBI ¢ To6oi 06a rpocTo crisstiin! — nporwmrnesn Kpyto6ok. — Tel cam
B3s ¢ MeHs obeljaHue, uto s Oyay BcTpeuarbesi ¢ CepeOpSIHKOM TO/BKO Yy
YeTtripex [JepeBneB, U 4TO e Ternepb?! CUAUM TyT BABOEM, 110 CaMbIM HOCOM Y
Peunoro ruiemenu! — 1 Bce rioHumaro, — oto3Basici OrHerpuB. — Ho y Hac
HeT JIpyroro Beixoza. Ham HeoOXoAuMo mieperoBopuTh € KeM-HUOy/b 13 PeuHoro
TiieMeHH, a Jjiyuiiie CepeOpsiHKM MbI BCe paBHO HUKOTO He HaiiieM!

OH ¥ cam ObLT HayraH HAYYTh He MeHbIlle KpyToboka. Co Bcex CTOPOH UX
OKpy>anu 3araxu PeuHoro miemeHu. 3amaxu Obutd cTapeie, HO OTrHerpuB
HEBOJIbHO BHOBB TOUYBCTBOBas ceOsi IOMAIllHUM KOTEHKOM, 3a0/yIuBILIMMCS B
CTpAallHOM ¥ HE3HAKOMOM JIeCy.



[Ipsiuack B 3apoC/siX, KOThl Haya/lyd TOTUXOHbKY KapaOKaThCsi BBEPX IO
cknoHy. OrHerpus 1o/3 6eciiyMHO, Kak Ha 0XOTe, TIOUYTH He OTPhIBasi )KUBOTA OT
CHera, U CTapascs He AiyMaTb O TOM, KaK SIDKO Bblfle/isieTcsi Ha 6e/loM CHery ero
OTHEHHO-pbDKas LIepcTKa. 3arnaxy PeyHoro rjieMeHu CTanu CUJIibHee — 3HAUWT,
narepb JO/DKeH ObITh THe-To coBceM Omm3ko. — Jlonro erne? — THUXO CIIPOCUIT
oH y Kpyroboka. — HeT. Buauiib Briepesi ocTpoBOK? OHM TIPUOIHA3UIUCE K
u3MyurHe peku. B 3ToM MecTe oHa orubasna TeppuTopuio [po30Boro rjiemMeHu U
pa3nvBajach BIIMPb. Briepeau BuAHesnCs HeOOMBIIOW OCTPOBOK, YKPBITHIM
OypbiMu 3apocsisiMu Kambiiia. C ero 6epera HU3KO CKJIOHSITUCH TI/IaKyule UBHI,
KOHUYMKHU UX PACKUWCTBIX BETBEU 10 BeCHbI BMep3/H B JIe[.

— OcTpoB? — wu3ymieHHO Iepecrpocu OrHerpuB. — A Kak Xe OHU
JKUBYT, Korzja Jefni TaeT? Heykenu KakIbplii pa3 TlaBalOT Ha Oeper?! —
CepebpsiHka TOBOpH/Ia, UTO TaM OYeHb MeJiko, — mosiciui KpyTtobok. — Ho cam
s HUKOTZIa He ObLT B j1arepe.

Uepe3 HeCKOMbKO 11aroB Oeper Haya/ TUIAaBHO TOAHUMAThCS BBEPX OT
TPOCTHUKOBBIX 3apocsiei. Ha BepllvHe CK/IOHAa TeMHenu TyCTble 3apoCiv
yTeCHUKA U OOSIPBIIIHUKA, TO TaM, TO TYT W3-TIO] CHETa BBITJIS/IbIBA/INA SPKUE
KyCTHMKH BEUHO3eJIeHOro oCTpojucta. Ho Mexay criacute/nbHbIMU KyCTaMH U
TPOCTHUKOBBIMH 3apOC/IsSIMU JieXkana rosjiasg 3acHekeHHass 3emsisd. C repBoro
B3/Isifia OBI/IO SICHO, UTO Ha 3TOM yYaCTKe CKPBIThCS Oy/eT HeBO3MOXKHO.

KpyTo06o0K morio/13 Briepei, TOUTU CUBIIKCH C 3eMyieil. BHe3arnmHo oH 3amep,
TOHIOXa/l BO3[yX W HACTOPOXXEHHO OMIsfle/iCd. 3areM pe3KO BBICKOUW/I U3
TPOCTHUKA U TIOHEeCCs BBepX MO CKAOHY. OTHerpuB OPOCWIICS CJ/iefioM, yTorasi
nariamMyd B T1yO0okOM cHery. IOCTUrHYB KYCTOB, OHM 3apbUIUCh TOTIyOxKe U
3amepsiu, TiepeBofis fAbixaHue. OTHerpuB BeChb [IpOXKas, OXuZasi B JiOOyIO
CeKyH/ly YCJIbIaTh HaJ rO/I0BOM BOW MOTPEBOXKEHHOrO MaTpyJ/is, HO B jarepe
Bce Obulo Tuxo. Torza OH TUIIOXHY/ICA Ha Ky4dy CYXWUX JIUCTBEB U IITYMHO
B3/I0XHY/I.

— OrTcrozia X0pollI0 BU/IeH BXO/| B jlarepb, — cKa3an KpyTtobok. — f Tyt
YacTeHbKO cuzies, nomxkuzas CepeOpsHKY.

OcTaBasioch JIMIIb HaJleeTcsi, UTo cepeOpucTast Kollleuka He 3aCTaBUT cebs
Jonro kparb. Kaxpas JMIIHAS MUHYTQ, TpOBeJileHHas B 3THUX KyCTax,
yBeJiMuMBajsia  yrpo3dy  pas3obsaueHus.  OrHerpuB  3aHsAn  yAoOHYIO
Hab/ro/IaTe/TbHYI0 TIO3ULIMI0, C KOTOPOM TIPOCMAaTpUBAaJICs Jjarepb U ObLTH
XOpOIIIO BU/HBI (UrYphl CHYIOLIUX Tyja-cioja KOToB. [lo Gonu B riaszax
BCMATpHBasiCh B TIPOCBETbI MEXAY BeTBIMU KyCTapHUKA, OH TaK YBJIEKCS
HabrofleHreM, uTo JaXe He 3aMeTWI, KaK C3a/ii K HUM Tpub/Iv3uiach
He3HakoMasi Koirka. OH OTIOMHUJICS JIWIIIb TOT/ia, KOT/la OTIAaCHOCTh Oblia yxKe B
OZTHOM XBOCTe OT ux ybOexkuia. Koilika 1i/1a, He OTpbIBasi B3I/isiila OT Mep3/I0i



3eM/H, B 3yDax y Hee Oblsia 3akata Oesika.

OrHerpvB 3acCTbl/l, TOTOBBIA B JIFOOYIO CeKyH/y BbLIETeTb W3 KyCTa, HO
KOILIKA pPaBHOAYIIHO mnpouuia mMuMo. OH TIpOBOAW/I ee [OATUM  B3IVISIOM.
HagrepHoe, Bce fieio B 3ariaxe yourtoit 6enku. [TorioiieHHasi apoMaTom J00bIuy,
KOILlleyKa IIPOCTO He Y/AOBW/Ia TIPUCYTCTBUS HapymuTesned wu3 [po3osoro
wiemenu! B cnenyroiiyro cekyHay OrHerpuB yBUEs, KaK M3 Jlareps BbILLIA
yeTBepO KOTOB BO IvaBe € Ouenotkou. Iyamartas PeuHoro mnsiemeHu /r0TOM
HEHABUCThIO HeHaBHUJesa KOTOB Ipo3oBoro rmiieMeHu. Bcemy BUHON Obin
Y)KaCHbIM CJlyuyal, Korza marpyiab PeuHoro muieMeHu artakoBain OrHerpuBa U
KpyToOoKa, BO3BpalllaBLIMXCS B CBOM Jiarepb uepe3 peuHble yrofbs. [py3bs
TOrZA TOJBKO 4YTO TpHBEJU AOMOM IuleMs BeTpa, odyeHb ycCTaaud U peLlnIv
HEMHOTO COKpaTUTb CBOW MyTh. B GeccMbICIEHHOM Cpa)kKeHUM TOTUO OIUH U3
BOMHOB PeuHoro miiemend, u OljesioTKa He Morvia 3a0biTh 06uay. OrHerpus
TIpeKpacHO TIOHKMMaJ, UTO eC/Id HeHWCTOBas KOIKa ceiiuac OOHapyXUT X, TO
BPSiZl /T CTAHEeT BBICYIIMBATh 0OBsicHeHMs!

K cuacTeto, He 10X0[s IO KyCTa, MaTpy/ib MOBEPHYJ B MPOTHUBOIIOIOXKHYIO
CTOPOHY W [BUHYJICA 4Yepe3 peKy B cTopoHy Harperbix Kamuen. «Pervnm
TIPOBEPUTh TPaHULlY», — Jlorafancst OTHerpus.

HaxkoHel| mosiBUIach 3HaKoMasi cepebpucTo-cepasi hurypka.

— Cepebpsinka! — 6nakeHHo 3aypuas KpyTo6ok. OrHerpuB He CBOZAMII
T71a3 C KOIIIeUKH, JIeTKO CKO/b3sillleid 1o yibay K Gepery. Tonbko Teriepb OH BAPYT
TIOHSI/T, Kakasi oHa KpacaBuija! JJocTaTrouHo ObLJI0 OHOTO B3IJisA/la Ha ee TOUeHYI0
TOJIOBKY M TYCTYIO O/ecTsiyt0 IIepCTKy, uToObl MOHSTh, oTyero KpyTobok
rorepsisi TosioBy. KpyTOOOK y>ke BCKOUMJI HA Jlafbl U BLITSHY/ 1110, UTOObI
OK/IMKHYTb €e, HO TyT W3 Jjareps BBICKOYM/IM [JBO€ HE3HAKOMBIX KOTOB M
opocumick K Cepebpsiike. IlepBbIM Oekan AJIMHHOHOTHN CHUMBHBIM KOT, B
koTopoM OrHerpus cpa3sy y3Haia YepHoro Kortd, 3Hakomoro emy 1o Coseram.
Crie;oM KOBBLISIT KOTHUK TIOMEHbLIIe — HaBepHOe, YYeHUK.

OxoTHuuMii aTpyab! — 1enHyn KpyTo6ok.

Tpoe KOTOB Haua/u KapabKaThbcsi 10 CKIOHY. OTHErpuB iake 3allures OT
HeTeprieHusi U ucnyra. OH Hajesinics nobecenoBate ¢ CepebpsiHkol HaenvHe!
Kak >xe Terepb 0T0O3BaThb ee B CTOPOHKY? A uTo ecnu YepHsii Korots mouyer
Yy>KaKOB? Y Hero-To MoKa nacTh He 3aHsTa lo6biuei!

Tem BpemeHeM YepHblii KoOrote € yuyeHUMKOM BbIPBa/JMChb BIepel, a
CepebpsiHka 6ekana 3a HUMHU Ha PaCCTOSTHUM OJIHOTO-[BYX KOIIIaUbUX XBOCTOB.
Korga marpysb nopaBHsics ¢ Kyctamu, CepeOpsiHka 3amepsia U HaCTOPOXKUJIa
YILIKYA, KaK OyATO Touysijia 3HAaKOMbIM, HO COBEpILeHHO HeoXW/aHHBIMA 3arax.
KpyToOOK KODOTKO M pe3KO 3alluresi, ¥ Kollleuka TYT ke obpaTwusa yIIu B
CTOPOHY KYCTa.



Cepebpsinka! — THx0 MsIyKHY/1 KpyToOOK.
KowkuHb! yiiv gporuyid, 1 Oraerpus nepeses AyXx.
OmHa ycibiuana!l

On, Yepnoiti Korots! — kpukHyna CepebOpsiHka B CIuHYy Oeryiemy
Briepe BOMHY. — fl yuysna MbIIKy B Kycrax. He »xaute, g celuac eu
3aMMyChb!

o OrxerpuBa AoHecn0Ch ofo0OputensHoe MsiykaHbe YepHoro Kortd, a
yepe3 HeCKO/IbKO MrHOBeHU CepebpsiHKa y»ke 10pKHYy/a B KyCTbl. He TIpoIiio u
CeKyH/Ibl, KaK OHa O4yTHIach Bo3/e KpyToOoka, u BatOO/eHHbIE C TPOMKUM

ypYyaHUeM TIPUHSIIUCh TepeTbCsl MOpJaMu JIpyr o Apyra. — Ho MHe Ka3asnocs,
MbI IOTOBOPWIMChH BCTpeuaThCsi TONbKO y UeThipex /lepeBbeB, — rpobopmorasa
KOIlleUKa, KOrjJla C TIPUBETCTBUSMU ObUIO TIOKOHYeHO. — UTO ThI TYyT

nenaeiiib? — IIpuBen K Tebe OrHerpuBa, — mosicHu KpyTo60K. — EMy HY>KHO
Koe 0 ueM Tebsi pacCIIpOCHUTb.

OrxerpuB He Buiesics ¢ CepeOpSIHKOM C TeX caMbIX TIOp, KakK OTIYCTUJI ee
BO Bpemsi OMTBBI. [0 TOMy, KaK KollleykKa MOC/IYIIHO CK/JIOHW/IA K HEMY CBOIO
TOUEHYI0 Tofi0BKy, OTHerpMB TIOHSIZI, UTO U OHAa He 3abblla WX TOocCiegHei
BCTpeud. [Io 3TOro OHU BU/IE/MCh JMIIb OAHAXAbI, Korma OrHerpuB MbITaCs
yropopuTh CepebpsiHKY MOpBaTh OTHOIIIEHUs] C KpyToOOKOM, a OHa BBI3bIBAOIIE
— BpaX/1eOHO oTKa3asna emy. — 1 cityiiiato, — HerpoMKO CKa3asia KOIlIKa.

— Pacckaxu MHe Bce, UTO Thl 3Haelllb O OWTBe Bo3/e HarpeTbix
Kamueit, — monpocuni OrHerpuB. — 1 uMero B BUAy OMTBY, B KOTOPOI TTOTHO
Kenyaw. Tol 66118 TaM? — HeT, — yauBneHHo otBeTria CepebpsiHka. — A 3TO
BaKHO? — OueHb! A Thl He MoOT/1a ObI PacCIPOCUThL KOTO-HUOY/Ib, KTO BUJEN 3Ty
OUTBY CBOMMH I71a3amMu? §1 XOuy y3Harh...

— $1 Mory cenaTh Koe-uTo Tosyuiiie, — riepebusa ero Cepebpsinka. — §1
rpuBeay crona HeBUAMMKY, U ThI CaM ee pacCIipOCHUILIb!

OrHerpuB HeyBepeHHO TeperisHy/nacs ¢ Kpyrobokom. He ciwiiikom
MHOro pucka? — He BomHylics, — 3aBepuna CepebOpsiHKa, 3aMeTUB €ro
cmyieHre. — HeBugaumka Bce 3HaeT 060 mHe U KpyTtob6oke. OHa TIpOTHB
HalllMX OTHOIIIEHWH, HO OHa HUKOIJa He mpeaacT MeHs. Eciu g morpoiry, oHa
TYT e npujeT. OTHerpyuB HEMHOTO TTOKO/1e0aICs ¥ KUBHY/I.

— Xopomio. Criacu6o Tebe. OH elmle He 3akKoHYWI OmarofapuTth, Kak
CepebpsiHka y)ke TIOBepHY/JaCb U BBICKOMb3HYMa U3 KycTOB. OTHerpuB, He
OTPBIBasiCh, CMOTPeEJI, KAK OHA HeCeTCs 110 CHery B CBOM Jlarepsb.

Hy, pa3Be oHa He npekpacHa! — mporiientan KpyTo6oxk.

OrHerpvB HUUEro He OTBETU/I U MPUTOTOBU/ICS »X/aTb. C KaXKJ0ll MUHYTOMN
ero BOJIHEHUe BCe yCwivBanaocb. Yem [osbiie oHU ¢ KpyTobokom OyayT TyT
CUZIeTb, TEM CKOpee KTO-HHUOYab 13 PeuHoro ryieMenu o0Hapy»ut ux! IToxamnyi,



nipujieTcsi 6exkarb, TOKa IIKypa 1ea.

— KpyTobok, — Havan oH, — ecsii CepeOpsiHKa He. ..

B Ty ke CeKyH/ly OH CHOBa yBH/le/l CepeOpHCTYI0 KOILIeUKY, BbIOeraroiyto
U3 jlarepsi B COMPOBOXKJEHUU ellle OJHOM KOIKWA. OHU COyCTWIUCh Ha Jied, U
Bckope CepebOpsiHka y)Ke TPOTUCKHMBa/Jach CKBO3b BeTBU KycTa. Ee mojpyra
OKa3ajlach CTPOMHOW TO/yDOr7Ia30i KOpPOJIeBOM C TIYIIMCTOM IEePCTKOH C
bnectsium otamBoM. OHa ToKa3anach OTHerpuBy CTPaHHO 3HAKOMOW, W OH
peLLnI, UTo, BUIUMO, BCTpeuas ee Ha 0fHOM 13 COBETOB.

YBuneB OrnerpuBa u KpyTtoboka, koposieBa 3acTbisia Ha Mecte. Ee 1epctb
Hauajia Me/IJIeHHO MOAHUMAThCS, Y1 YTPOyKarollle TIPUXKAJIKCh K 3aTbUIKY.

— HeBuaumka, — 6picTpo 3arentana CepebpsiHka, — 3TO...

— Kortel 13 I'po3oBoro njieMeHu! — 3akoHuUMIa Koposesa. — UTo OHU TyT
Jies1aroT?! OTO TeppUTOPUS PeUHBIX KOTOB!
— [Ha mnocnymwai mensi, HeBuanmka! — mombiTazack YCIIOKOUTbH ee

CepebpsiHKa, TI0ATaNKKWBasi KOPOJieBy K MPUTUXIINM KoTaM. Ho HeBuanmka He
TPOHy/laCb C MecTta, W OrHerpyB HeEBOJIbHO TIO€XW/ICH, BCTPETHUB ee
HeHaBUJIAIIWHN B3MVIsA/. KaxkeTcs, OH CBa/si/l iypaka, pellvB, UYTO KTO-HUOYAb 13
PeuHOro rjieMeHu 3axo4eT NPUMTHA UM Ha TTIOMOIIb!

— $1 XpaHIO B TallHe TBOM OTHOIIEHUSI C HUM — BO3MYI[EHHO Hadaja
HeBugrMKa, MOTHYB T0100poKOM B cTOpoHy Kpyroboka. — Ho s He Gynmy
MOJIYaTh, eC/IM Thl HAMepPeHa BOJAWTh Crofia BCce I'po3oBoe mieMsi! — He rosopu
epyHzbl! — ocagumna ee CepebpsiHka. — Ycriokoiicst, HeBUjMMKa, — HErpoMKO
nonpocusi OrHerpuB. — MbI W KOTTeM He TpOHeM Baily Jo0biuy, U He
cobupaemcsi MMUOHUTL! [ToBeph, Mbl TIPUIILIA CIOZIa TOJILKO [IJI1 TOTO, UTOOBI
TIOTOBOPUTL C KeM-HMOynb, KTO NpUHMMAa/a ydacThe B OuTBe y Harperbix
Kamnetii.

— JTO elje 3aueM?! — HeZ0BepUYMBO COlypuiack HeBuaumka. — ITo0...
910 TpyAHO OO0BSICHUTH, — 3amsncsa OrHerpuB. — Ho moBepb MHe, Hallu
paccripockl HUKAakK He ToBpefsAT PeunbiM KoTam! KisiHych Tebe 3Be3mHBIM
riemeHeM!

FOHast kKopoJsieBa 3aMeTHO paccjabuiack M Aake mo3posuna CepeOpsiHKe
TIO/ITOJIKHYTh CeOsI To0/IHKe K HeTIPOIIIeHbIM FOCTSIM.

KpyToO0OK BCTa/l M HU3KO HAK/JIOHW/I TOJIOBY, uTOObI He YyIIepeThCsi B
KOJ/IFOUME BeTKU.

— BbI TyT mI06ecenyiiTe, a Mbl ¢ CepeOpsiHKOM BaC HEHAI0/Ir0 OCTaBUM!
OrHerpuB COAPOTHY/ICA OT CTpaxa. Heykenu Jpyr criocobeH OCTaBUTL €ro
ceituac opHoro?! Kakue MoryT ObITb CBHZAHHWS B Takoii MomeHT?! OH XoTes
3aKpuuaTh, HO BJ/IIOO/IEHHbIE Y)Ke BBICKOJB3HY/IM M3 KycToB. [IpaBia, uepe3
MI'HOBEHHME MeXK/ly BeTKaM{ CHOBA MOsIBU/IACh yiacrtas rojoa KpyTo6oka.



— O#, OrnerpuB! — Tuxo mpomwmnen oH. — Ilpexzae uem Oyzenib
YXOAUTD, TIOCTapakicsi UCTIauKaThCsl B YeM-HUOYIb BOHIOUEM, UTOObI YHUUTOXKUTh
3arax PeyHoro ruiemenu! — OH CMylLleHHO TTOMOJI4asI U BblaBul: — B yMckem
riomMeTe, CKa)keM. 3Z10pOBO [IOMOraeT, YeCTHOe CJIOBO!

— Tlorogu, Kpytobok! — Bckounn OrHerpwiB, HO 00OMX yXe W Clief
npocTtell. — He 6Goticsi! — ycriokouna ero HeBuanmka. — $1 Tebst He cbem. OT
TaKWX, KaK Thl, y MeHs >XUBOT 00/uT! — OrHerpuB pe3ko 00epHYJICS U yBUZE
COBCEM DSIZIOM ee HacMellUliBble TO/MyOble ra3a. — Tak TeOs, 3HAUMUT, 30BYT
OrHerpuB? — mipojio/bkana koposiea. — $1 Bugena tebss Ha CoBeTe. T'oBOpST,
paHbllle Thl ObUI JOMAlllHUM KOTEHKOM... OJTO TIpaBja? — XOJIOJHO
TovHTepecoBasiacb OHa. — llpaBma, — mipusHaica OrHerpus, UyBCTBYS
3HaKoMOe pa3zipaxeHue. 1o KakKuMx TOp KaXK[bli KOT OyJeT TorpeKkaTh ero
npoucxokaeHrneM?! — Ho Temepr s BouH! HeBuaumka o6sv3ana Janky u
TI0/IHeCsIa ee K yXy, He CIiyckas 1v1a3 ¢ Oruerpusa.

— TBoe pmeno, — OypkHy/sa oHa HakoHell. — JIaZiHO, 51 Cpa)kajach B TOU
butBe. UTo ThI Xouelllb y3HaTh? OTHETrpuB MOMe/IU, COOUPasCh C MBIC/ISIMU.
OH 1peKkpacHO TTOHUMAJI, UTO JAPYroM BOSMOXKHOCTH /i1 pacCIIpOCOB y Hero He
Oyzert, mosToMy 60si7ICsl B UeM-HUOY/Ib OIIMOUTHCHS.

— Te1 gonro Oygers Momyath?! — pasosnunack HeBugumka. — $1 KoTaT
OCTaBW/Ia, TIPUTALWIACh CHOJla, @ Thl CHAMIIL, MeuTaellb! — $I OwbicTpo! —
noobeirjan OrHerpuB. — Pacckakd, uTo Thl 3Haellb 0 cmeptu XKenyas. — O
XKenyne? — HeBuauMKa orycTwia I7a3a Ha CBOM Jianku. [loTom my6oko
B3/]OXHY/Ia U CHOBa mocMmoTpesna Ha OrHerpuBa. — Kenyzb ObLT MOUM OTIIOM,
Thl He 3Han 00 3TOoM? — Hert... — pacrepsincs OrserpuB. — IIpocTy,
nokanyicra. $1 HUKorjla He BUjeNl €ro, HO CJIbIIAA, YTO OH ObLT XpabpbiM
BOMHOM. — OH ObUI CcamMbIM JYYIlIUM U CaMbIM XpabpbiM! — TIOTMpaBuiIa ero
HeBugumMka. — WM oH moru0® ciayuaiiHo. DTo ObUT HeCUaCTHBIM Ciaydail. Y
OrHerprBa OellleHO 3aKOJIOTUIOCH cepie. OTO ObIJI0O UMEHHO TO, UTO OH
Hagzlesisicsi y3HaTh! — Thl yBepeHa? — cripocus oH. — HUKTO He yOuBasn ero? —
On Obul paHeH B 0o0t0, HO Torub BOBCe He OT paH, — Pe3KO OTBeTWsIa
HeBupnmMka. — [locne OUTBBI MBI HAallUId €T0 TeJO MO TPyAON KaMeHHBIX
o0sioMKoB. Haiir 1iemTenis ckasai, 4To MOM oOTel] Morub mof, KaMHerazioM. —
3HauuT, HUKTO He yOuBan ero, — mpobopmotan OrHerpuB. — ['opesblii cka3an
npaegy. — Yto-ur0? — HaxMypuiach cepas Komeuka. — Het, Huuero, —
obicTpo miporoBopun OrHerpuB. — Tak, nyctsku. Crnacu6o tebe, HeBuamnMKa.
OTO UMEHHO TO, YTO 1 XOTeJl y3HaTh!

— 3Hauurt, 51 Tebe Oonblille He HY>KHa? — HeT, mogoxau, roxkanyicra! Eie
ofvH Boripoc! Bo BpeMs Toi OUTBBI OJ[UH U3 HAllIMX KOTOB CJIbIIas, Kak JKemyab
3asBUJI, UTO HUKTO B I pO30BOM I/IeMeHU He CMeeT NPUUYMHATE Bpega KamHio. Thbl



He 3Haelllb, YTO OH UMeJl B BUAY?
Ha sTOoT pa3 KoposieBa J0lr0 MoJjvana, YCTPEMHUB IJa3a Kya-TO BAajb.
HakoHel] oHa pe3Ko [10OMOTaJsia ro/I0BOM, Kak Oy/ITO OTPSIXUBasICh.

— Kamenb — moii 6pat, — Tuxo cka3ana oHa. — §1 mousin! XKenyzab Obi1
ero otuom! — morazasncs OrHerpuB. — OH 60si/ICs 3a CbiHA U XOTe 3all[UTUTh
ero, BepHo? — Het! — cepaguro cBepkHysia miasamu HeBugymvmka. — Orely

HUKOT/la He TibITasicsi 6epeub Hac! OH XoTes, YTOObl Mbl BHIDOC/M HACTOSIIUMHU
BOVMHAMHU U MPOCJIaBUIN CBOe 1iemsi!

— Ho nouemy xe torga®..

— He 3Hato, — B37oxHysna HeBuaumMka. BugHo Ob110, UTO 3TOT BOIMPOC
TIOCTaBUJI ee B TYIIUK.

OrHerpuvB MOMNBITA/ICS MOJaBUTh pa3ouapoBaHue. B KOHIe KOHLIOB, Terepb
OH TOYHO 3HaJl, Kak roru6 Kemnyb. OlHaKO ero He OCTABJIS/IO OIllyIlleHre, UTo B
TOC/IEAHUX CJI0BaxX TMOTUOIero r/aiiaTas Tawiach pasraZika KakoW-TO OueHb
Ba)KHOU TaliHbI, UMEIOIIler OTHOLIIeHUE K ['p030BOMY MyIeMeHH.

— MoxeTt, MmamMa 3HaeT, — HeOXHJaHHO CKa3sasa HeBugumka. OrHerpus
pe3ko 00epHy/CS U TIOlIeBeMWI yiiamMu. — Mow Mamy 30ByT Jlyxuia, —
NpoJi0JKaa KoposieBa. — EC/IM ¥ OHa He CMOXKeT HMYero CKas3aTb, 3HAuwuT,
HUKTO He 3HaeT!

— ToI cripocus ee?

— Bo3MoxHO, — HeomnpegeneHHO oTBeTwia HeBugymvka, HO OrHerpus
Jlorajlajicsl, 4yTO el caMOM He TepIUTCS pa3y3HaTb CMbIC/ CTPaHHBIX CJIOB
oTija. — A MoxeT, Tebe nyuriie OyZieT caMOMYy C Heli TIOTOJTKOBATh?

OrHerpuvB M3yMJIeHHO 3axjionasn ia3aMyd. OH HUKaK He OXuzaa Takoro
TIpe/IJIO’KeHUsI OT 3aHOCUMBOU U HefipyKeyitoOHOUM HeBuumku!

— A MoxHO? — pobko mepecripocun oH. — [Ipsimo cefiuac? KoposeBa
HEeHa/I0JIro 3aZ[yMasach.
— Het! — peivina oHa HakoHell. — Tebe Henb3s1 TyT O0JIbIIIE OCTABATHCS.

Bot-BoT BepHeTcs narpy/b OresoTku... Kpome Toro, ¢ Tex Iop, Kak Mosl MaTh
CTajla CTApeMIMHOM, OHAa OueHb PEeJKO TOKHAeT jarepb. BygeT He Tak-To
TIPOCTO YTOBOPUTH €e MPHITH CIoJla U MOTOMIKOBaTh C ToOoM. Ho He Bo/HyMHCs, o
YTO-HUOY/b PUIyMaro!

OrHerpuB HeXOTs KMBHY/I. EMy y»KacHO XOTe/I0Ch OCTaTbCsl U TIOTOBOPHTD C
JIy>kulieli, oflHaKO OH MPEeKpPacHO MoHKMMaJ, uyTo HeBuanuMka mpaBa. — A Kak s
y3HAal0, UTO TBOSI MaTh TOTOBA BCTPETUTLCS CO MHOM?

— §1 nepenam Tebe uepe3 CepeOpsiHKY, — Too0eriasia HeBuaumka. — A
teniepb Oeru otcioma! Ecim Oresnotka Tebs 3acTyKaeT, 1 HUUEM HE CMOTY
nomMoub, sicHo? — Jla! Crnacubo Tebe, HeBugumka! — mobnarogapun
OrnerpuB. — S He 3abymy TBoeli mo6potel. Ecnm  Korga-Hubynb Tebe



TIOHaJOOWTCST MOsI TIOMOIIIb, 3Hal, UTO 5 BCET/a. ..

— $1 ckazana ybOupaticsi orciopa! — mpoinunena HeBuaumka, Ho, Korja
OrHerpuB MOCYITHO OPOCUIICS K BBIXO/ly U3 KyCTa, OHa BeCeJsio KPUKHY/Ia eMy B
cnuHy: — W He 3a0yab npo Jiucuii nomer!



I'naBsaV

— Huxkorza 6wl He MofyMals, uTO CMOTY CZiesiaTb 3To! — Bopyas npo cebs
OrnerpuB, HeCACb CKBO3b MAallOPOTHUKU B CBOM Jiarepb. B jieCy OH Hallies Kyuky
CBEeXXero JIMCbero IioMeTa W JOJr0 KaTajacsd II0 HeMy, [OKa He IIPOBOHSI
HackBO3b. Tereph y)K TOUHO HUKTO HE CMOXKeT JI0TaZlaThbCsl, UYTO OH TOObIBaI B
narepe Peunoro myiemenu! Bce 6b1 HUuUero, Ho OTHerpyUB CUJILHO COMHEBAJICS B
TOM, 3aXOTST JIM BOMHBI CErofHsl CraTb C HUM B OJHOM Telepe! Xopouio ere,
yTO Ha 00paTHOM JJopore OH YXUTPW/CS ToiMaTh 0esKy ¥ BO3BpaILlascs JOMOM
He C IyCThIMU JiariamHu.

BbICKOUMB U3 MMariOpOTHUKOBLIX 3apocjel, Oruerpus cpa3sy yBuzen CHUHIOH
3Be3ly, CTOSIBLIYHO Ha BepiuvHe Breicokok Ckasbl. Buzumo, oHa TO/BKO UTO
oObsiBUIa 001Ul cOOp Ti/IeMeHH, TOCKONBbKY KOThbl Y>Ke BBICBHINMAMU W3 CBOUX
riertiep U GeXkasu K ckare.

[Tonoxup Genky B 0611yto Kyuy, OrHerpuB nMpUCOeJUHUIICS K OCTa/IbHBIM.
Tem BpemeHeM U3 [IeTCKOM B  COINPOBOXJIEHWU MaTepu  BBIMNOJ3/IN
YepHOoOypKUHBI KOTATA, 1 OTHErpuB Cpa3y 3aMeTH/I B UX CTaliKe OC/IeNUTeTbHO-
Genyto 1IepcTky cBoero ruieMsHHMKa O6mauka. O67auko ObIT  CHIHOM
[TpuHueccel, cectpel OrHerpuBa. [IprHiiecca xuna y JIBYHOrMX U HM Ha 4TO He
npoMeHsizia Obl CBOe YIOTHOe W 0e30racHOe >KWUThe, O/IHAKO, HaC/IyIIaBILIWCh
paccka3oB OrHerpuBa O BOJIBHOM JIECHOM JKW3HM, OHa pelluia OTJaTb Ha
BOCIIMTaHWe B IUIeMs CBOero rnepseHLia. K coOXaleHWIO, KOThI IJIEMEHU He
CTellW/IM TIpU3HATh Masiblilia cBouM. HecMoTps Ha To urto YepHoOypka
otHOocwnack K O6mauky, Kak K pPOAHOMY CbiHY, OTHerpvB mpekpacHO MOHUMAI,
YTO KOTeHKy OyzleT He/leTKO HaliTHM cBoe MecTo B ruiemeHH. Korjja mpoiieccus
npoxogusia MuMo OrHerpuBa, OH YCJIbIIAA, KaK 0e/I0CHEe)KHBIM MaJibIiil
BO3MYIL|€HHO IpPOIKILia/l MaTepu:

— A moueMy s He MOTYy CTaTb yueHUKOM?! §1 mouTH Takoi >ke OOJIBIIIOHN,
KakK 3TOT besloCHe)XXKVH pbDKUM poxJis!

OrnerpuB oxuBWiIcsA. Bbixogut, Cunsia 3Be3fa IPOBOAUT LiePeMOHUIO
TOCBALLeHUS I MIaAIIUX KOTAT benocHexku. HeckosbKO MecsilieB Hasaj,
y4yeHUKaMHu CTanu crapiuuve aetyd benocHexxku — IlanoporHuk u [lemesromika.
HasepHoe, oCTa/bHBIM KOTATaM [aBHO He TepIiesioCh IMOAYyYUTh HOBbIE MMeHa!
Kak xopo1110, 4To OH IpuLLe/1 BOBpeMs U He OI103/a/l Ha L{epeMOHUIO!

— A Hy-Ka Tuxo! — mukHysna YepHoOypka Ha Obnauko, cobupasi BOKpyT
cebsi CBOMX /IeTOK. — YUeHUKAaMU Bbl CTaHeTe TOJBKO IOC/e TOro, KakK Bam
ucnonHuTcs monaroga! — A s xouy ceituac! IpenocraBuB UepHobOypke camoit



Pa3bICHATh TIPUEMBIITY 3aKOHBI Ti/ieMeHH, OTHerpyuB MPOTUCHYJICA TTOOMKe K
[Tecuanou bype.

Ho crowno emy mpuOMM3WTHCS, KakK KoIlleuka MO/CKOUM/ia Ha MecTe. —
OrnerpuB! Tel otkyga?! Ot TeOsi BOHSIET, KaK OT [IOXJIOM JIUChI, KOTOPasi MeCHL]
Ba/Isi/Iach Ha COJIHLIerneKe!

— IIpoctu, noxanyiicra, — npobopmotan OrHerpus. — $ HeuasiHHO. ..

— OH roTOoB 0BT IPOBA/IUTLCSI CKBO3b 3€MJII0 OT CThiZla. Kak r060ii KoT,
OH TepIieTb He MOT' CUJIbHBIX 3allaXx0B, K TOMY >Ke eMy B/IBOMHe IPOTHBHO ObLIO
Bparth [lecuanou bBype.

— bbiBaer! Tosmbko [lepXkKuUCh OT MeHsl TMofajbllle, TOKAa BOHb He

BoIBeTpUTCa! — cCKasana IlecyaHas bypsa U, Bece/sio CBepKHYB I/la3aMy,
ornpeiruyna or OrHerpuBa. — U M3BO/Ib Kak CJieyeT BbIUMCTUTBHCS, MpPex7e
yeM CyHelllb HOC B Ielepy! — pSIBKHYJI HaJ, YXOM 3HAaKOMbIM rosioc. Oruerpus
obepHysicst u yBugen Korta. — $1 He cMory 3acHyTb, €C/id Y MeHs TI0f, HOCOM

OyzeT Tak CMep/eTh!

OrHerpuB NMPUCTLDKEHHO OITyCTHJT TOJIOBY, JOX/a/Cs, TIoka Korotb oToieT
TIOZiaJTbIIle, ¥ CHOBA IocMOTpes1 Ha CHHIO 3Be3y.

— Mpu1 cobpamuck 37ech, 4TOOBI /1aTh HOBble WMeEHa [[ByM KOTSITaM
TieMeHd, — OObsBU/Ia TIPeABOAUTE/ILHUIIA W TIOCMOTpe/ia Ha BesloCHeXKy.
KoposieBa rop/jo Boccefasa y TOJHOXHS CKajbl, 00EpHYB JallKl XBOCTOM.
CripaBa ¥ CjieBa OT MaTepu CH/eNU [[BOe KOTAT. TOT, UTo MOKpyIHee, ObIT Kak
[IBe KallJIi BOJBI TIOXOK Ha cBoero Oparija IlarmoporHuka. Kak Tonbko CUHSS
3Be3/ja 3aroBOpH/Ia, OH TYT )Ke HeTepIieJIMBO BCKOUM/I U HauaJl TIepeMHHATHCS C
nanky Ha Janky. — IlofolianTe-Ka crofja, — ackoBo mo3Basia CuHss 3Be3fa.
PBDKHI KOTEHOK COPBAJICSI C MeCTa W TIOJyIeTes K TIOAHOKUI0 Bricokoit CKaJlbl.
Ero cectpeHka Bena cebst 6osee ciepxkanHo. OHa Oblsia Oe/leHbKOM, KaK MaTh, HO
C PbDKHUM XBOCTHUKOM M PbDKUMU TISITHAMM Ha CITHHE.

OrHerpyB Ha MrHOBeHHe 3akmypwics. Kasamoch, MpoIuio CoBceM
HEMHOTO BpEMEHU C TeX I0p, KaK OH BOT TaK >Ke TIOJyYWUI B YUEHUKH CBOIO
[Mertentomiky. OH OueHb XOTesl ObI CTaTh HACTABHUKOM U JI/I1 OJHOTO M3 3THX
KOTSIT, HO TIPeKpacHO TIOHKUMaJ, uto, ecid 0bl CuHSS 3Be3/a pelnia JaTh emMy
HOBOTO yYeHHKa, OHa HerpeMeHHO CKa3asa Obl 06 3ToM 3apaHee.A UTO ec/H
rocsie ciaydasi ¢ [TeresrOIKoM MpeBOAUTEebHUIA OOUTCS OBEPATH €My KOTST
Ha Bocriutanue?! OT 3Toii Mbiciu y OTHerprBa IMoxXoJio/e/io BHYTPH.

— Kucrouka! — Tem BpemeHeM 00bsiBuia Cunsisi 3Be3za. — $1 3Haro, UTo
Thl TOTOBA B3ATh yUeHHKa. TBouM yueHWKOM Oyzet Llaparka. V3 TOMIBI KOTOB
BBIIIUIA THOKast, cuibHast KucTouka. OHa OCTaHOBWIIACh BO3/ie PHDKETO KOTEHKa,
a TOT BBITSIHYJICSI B CTPYHKY, TIPUBETCTBYSI CBOIO HACTaBHMUILY.

— Kwucrouka, — mpogomkana Cunss 3Be3ma. — Tel yMHas u xpabpas



BOWTe/IbHULIA. MBI BCe HaZileeMCsl, UTO Thl Cymeellb IepefaTth Llaparike cBOrO
MyZApOCTh U A06secTb. KucTouka mpocussia U TNpUocaHuaachk. TpyaHo Obuio
CKasaTh, KTO BbII/Isiienn 0Oosiee B3BOJIHOBAHHBIM — HOHBIA YUYEHUK WU ero
HacTaBHULA. BOT 0HM MOTEp/IMCh HOCaMHU Y BaKHO OTOLLLJIM Ha Kpau NoJisiHbL. 1o
OrnerpuBa JOHeC/JI0Ch TPOMKOe MsiyKaHbe llapanku — BHUAKWMO, OH y)Ke Hayall
0/10J/1eBaTb HACTABHUL]Y BOIIPOCAMHU.

OcraBiasics y nofHoxus1 Bricokoit Ckabl pbbKe-6e/asi Kollleuka 3azipasa
TOJIOBY, BbDKU/aTe/IbHO IVisifiss Ha CuHiow 3Be3ny. OTHerpuB cuzien Tak O/n3Ko,
YTO BU/IeJI ee B3BOJTHOBAHHO LLIEBEJISIINeCs YChbI.

— bBypaHn, — nipoBosmiacuna Cunss 3Be3ga. — Teneps, koraa [lecuanas
Bypsi cTana BOMHOM, Thl MOJKeIllb B35ITh HOBOTO yueHHKa. $1 Tipoiiy Tebsi cTaTh
HaCTaBHUKOM BeCHSHKM.

Bosnbiioli Oesblii KOT, J€XKaBILIWM BIiepequ JAPYrUX BOWHOB, MeJIEHHO
TIOJHSAJICS Ha Jlalbl W TIOJOIIe] K IMeCcTpor Kouleyke. OHa BBITSAHY/IACh €My
HaBCTpeuy, [V1a3a ee CUS/IN.

— Bbypan! — ckazana Cunss 3Be3na. — Bce miemsi npek/ioHsieTcs miepep
TBOMM OITBITOM U MacTepCTBOM. fI yBepeHa, UTO Thl BbIPDACTHILb HaM ellle OfHY
[JOCTOUHYI0 YUEHHULLY.

— Pa3ymeercs, — mpoypyan OenoCHeXHbI OOratbipb. — 37PaBCTBYH,
BecHsIHKa, — OH HaKJIOHW/ICS, TIOTEPCS HOCOM O HOC CBOEM HOBOM yYeHML|bl U
BMecCTe C Heli BepHY/ICs Ha MecTo. Bce cobpaHue mpuiio B jBrkKeHUe. KoTbl
CTPYAWINCh BOKPYT HOBBIX HACTAaBHUKOB M YUEHUKOB, OTOBCHOAY CJIbILLIAJIMCH
TIPDUBETCTBUSL, BCe TMIOBTOPSI/IM HOBbIe HMMEHa IOHbIX Yy4ueHUKOB. [loaxogs
M03/IpaBUTh MMEHWHHUKOB, OrHerpuB Kpaem 1a3a 3ameTus KpyToboka,
CUJALIETO y BXOZJAa B TMANOPOTHUKOBBIM TYyHHe/lIb. BHUIVMMO, OH TOJBKO UTO
BEPHYJICSI M HUKeM He 3aMeUeHHbIN MPUCOeAUHUIICS K COOPaHUIO.

— 51 060 BceM AoroBopuscs, — TUX0 MykKHy/1 KpyTobok, npubmkasch K
OruerpuBy. — Eciu 3aBTpa Oyzmer cosnHeuHo, Cepebpsinka u HeBuaumka
TIOCTApAIOTCs 10/, KAKUM-HUOY/Ib TIPe/I/IorOM BbIMaHUTB JIykuily u3 nareps. B
T0JIZIeHb OHU OyZIyT »K/aTh Hac.

— I';me? — mpauno cripocun OrHerpuB. EMy cMepTesibHO He XOTe/I0Ch JBa
JHST TIOAPSI/T TaKoM MpobupaTbCsi Ha Tepputopuio PeuHoro ryiemeHu. CUIITKOM
OMacHO KaXKZbIW [JeHb OCTaBJISTh TaM CBEXXUU 3arax 1 po30Boro rjieMeHu.

— Cpa3y 3a rpanulel, Hejaseko OT MocTa [IByHOrMX eCTb THUXas
ToJIsiTHKa, — TosicHUN KpyTob6ok. — PaHbllle Mbl TaM BCTpeYasuCh C
CepebpsiHKOM. JTO elije [0 TOro, Kak...

OruerpuB Bce moHsi. KpyToboK TBepzio /iep>kKasi CBOe CJIOBO M Ha3Hayasl
cuganusi cBoeii CepebpsiHke TonmbKo Y  YerTwlpex /[lepeBbeB. JIuilib
HeoOXOAMMOCTh y3HaTh 00CTOsITe/bCcTBA rubenu SIpoxBoCTa MOIJa 3aCTaBUTh



ero MOUTU Ha JOTIOJTHUTETbHBIA PUCK.

— Cnacubo, — mnpusHarenbHo MienHyn OrHerpuB. [loaxoas K Kyue 3a
JIAKOMBIM KYyCOYKOM Ha Y>KUH, OH 3aMeTW/I, UTO Y Hero OT HeTepIieHHUsl JpOoXKaT
naribl. CKopee Obl HACTYTHIIO 3aBTpa!

— 370 3aeck! — menHyn KpyTobok.

Onu c OrHerpuBOM cujien Ha Oepery peku, B HECKOTBKHUX KPOTMUBUX
TIPbDKKAX OT rpaHMIbl C PeunbiM ryieMeHneM. [1psiMo miepes HUMU 3USIT TTyOOKHM
OBpar, 3apoCIlKii KOJFOUMM KycTapHUKOM. OBpar ObL1 3aHeCeH CHEeroM, a Io JHY
ero, MeJy /ByMsl CKajaMH, TPOMbLT cebe pycsio y3eHbKuil pydeek. Terepb
pydeek TpeACTaB/isii COO0M TPyAy JMefsHbIX COCY/IeK, HO BUAHO ObLIO, UTO C
HaCTyIJIeHHeM BeCHBI 3Ta 3aCHe>XeHHasl JIO)KOMHKa TIPeBPaTUTCS B TIPeJIeCTHOE,
yeIUHEHHOE MeCTeuKo.

KoTbl OCTOpPOKHO TIpOJIe3/d TOJ, KOJIFoUure BeTBH KyCTa W ToArpebiu mof,
cebOst mo6oJIbIIe TIA/IoN JTUCTBBI, UTOOBI He TaK XOJA0AHO ObLTIO AoXKuAaThbcs. I1o
nopore OrHerpyBY y/1a/0Ch TTIOMMAaTh MBIIIKY, U OH Oeper ee B rofapok JIyxwuiie.
Crapasicb 3ar1yliuTh COOCTBEHHBIN To/ofl, OH OepeXXHO 3aKomMasl JIParoleHHYH
n00bIUy B CyXHe JIMCThS U YIIercs, OABEPHYB I10/ Ce0st J1arkH.

Pasymeercsi, oHu ¢ KpyToOOKOM T0o[Bepraancb OrPOMHOM OMacHOCTH.
Mano Toro, uTo OHM Hapyllaaud BOWHCKWN yCTaB U JITA/Id COOCTBEHHOMY
TIJIeMeHH, Tak ellle ¥ pUCKOBaIM ObITb 0OHAPYKeHHBIMU Bpa)keCKUMU BOMHAMMU!
YcnokauBasnio /MIIb TO, YTO BCe 3TO Jesajiock pagu ['po3oBoro msemeHwu.
BripoueMm, B 3ToM y OrHerprBa To)ke He ObIIO TIOJTHOM YBePEeHHOCTH.

Cnaboe 3MMHee COJHBIIIKO 30JI0TUIO CHeT B oBpare. Bpemsi 1uio, cosHiie
JIOCTUTJIO BBICIIIEW TOUKM U Ha4yaj0 MeJ[JIEHHO OMYCKAaThCs, a APy3bsi BCe CUeTU
u xaamu. U toneko korga OTrHErpWB pellni, UTO Ha3HAueHHasi BCTpeua He
COCTOUTCS, B BO3yXe HAKOHEL-TO 3araxjio PeyHbIM IjIeMeHeM, a CO CTOPOHBI
peku JoHeccs fpebe3Kaliuii cTapuecKuii rosioc.

— OTO C/IUIIKOM [aneko Mg Takou cTapyxu, Kak s! Kyzma Bbl MeHs
3aBenu?! Xotute, uToOBI 1 3aMep3/la HACMEPTh?

— Bor eme miynoctu! — [0OHeCCsS  peLIUTeNbHbIM  TOJIOCOK
CepebpsiHKU. — CMOTpH, KakoM uynecHbI feHeK! Tebe rose3Hbl MPOTyJKU Ha
BO3/lyxe. — He3HakoMasl KoIlIKa JIMIIIb BO3MYIIIeHHO (PbIpKHY/a B OTBeT. Bckope
OrHerpuB yBHJel Tpex KOLIeK, CIycKawmmxcs B oBpar. OH cpa3y y3Hail
CepebpsiHKY 1 HeBUAMMKY, a TIOTOM pa3r/isifiesl ¥ MX CITyTHUITY. ITO Oblia Toiast
CTapyxa C KJIOUKOBAaTOM IIePCThIO U CeZI0M MOP/IOH, CILIOIIb IMTOKPBITON 60eBbIMU
pyO1iamMH U 1lIpaMaMH.

Ha nosmyTth BHU3 CTapas KOIIKAa BAPYr OCTAaHOBW/IAChb W 3amepia,
HAaCTOPOXXeHHO MPUHIOXUBASICh.



— I'me-To 31€Ch mpuTanIuCh KOTbl ['p0O30BOro ruieMeHu! — Tipoluuvmesna
OHa.

OrHerpuB 3ametws, Kak CepebpsiHka ¥ HeBuUguUMKa BCTPEBOXKEHHO
nepernsiHy/Mcb. — [a-ma, g 3Hat0, — TIOMNbITajaCb YCIIOKOMTH MaThb
HeBuvgumka. — Hwuuero crpamnHoro. — Kak 3T0 HM4Yero crpamiHoro?! —
IO/03PUTE/ILHO TOKOCH/IaCh Ha Hee cTapyxa. — YTO OHU 37ecChb [esaroT?
OtBeuait! OrHerpuB mnepenyrajicsi. Ha Kakou-TO MMI eMy MOKa3aa0Ch, UTO
Jly>xuiria celiuac TIoBepHeT 00paTHO U 3aKPUYMT, TTIOJHUMAst TPEBOTY, HO, BUAUMO,
cTapyeckoe JiFOOOMBITCTBO 0Ka3aaoCh CUbHEM OCTOPOXHOCTH. Jlyxkuila
rpomMosiyaja ¥ Me[JIeHHO /JBUHY/AaCh CJIe[OM 3a [04Yepbio, C OTBpaljeHHheM
B3/IparvBasi KaXK[bIi pa3, Korja MPUXOAWIOCH TOTPY»KaTh JalKu B TTyOOKuUi
CHeT.

— KpyTo60K? — THXOHBKO OKMMKHYy/a Cepebpsiika. KpyTo6oK BbICYHY/
rOJIOBY U3 KyCTa. — MBI 371eChb.

PeuHble KOIIKA OCTOPOXHO TPOTHUCHY/IUCh B KOMHOUMM KycT. Jlykuiia
oTIIaTHy/Mach, yBuzeB OrHerpuBa u KpyToOoka, ee >kenTble I7a3a 3/100HO
BCIIBIXHYJIN.

— Oto — OrHerpuB, a 3T0 — KpyToO0K, — Tpe/icTaBuIa TOCTek
Cepebpsinka. — OnHu... — [IBoe BpakeCcKux KOTOB! — cypoBo rmepebua
crapyxa. — Ha/ieroch, y HUX eCTb Cepbe3Has TIpUUUHa /i MOsIBJIeHUs 3/1eCb! —
KoHneuHo, — ycriokouia Mate HeBuziimka. — OHM XOpoOLLMe KOTbl, pa3yMeeTcs,
HACKObKO 3TO BO3MOXKHO i ['po3oBoro muiemenu. [lpoiy Tebs, gadi um
BO3MO>KHOCTb BCe OOBSICHUTB!

U onu ¢ CepeOpstHKOM OTHOBPEMEHHO IMOoCMOTpesid Ha OrHerpusa.

— Hawm oueHb HY>KHO MOTOBOPUTH C TOOOH, JIykuija, — Hauan OrHerpus,
HepBHO 1ieBesisi ycamMu. OH ObICTPO HAKIOHWICSA U TIOJOABUHY/ CTapyXe CBOM
noZiapok. — Bort, 370 s mpuHec Tebe. JTy)kuila OMyCTH/IA I71a3a Ha MBIIIIKY.

— Hy uro x! Bugate, ¥ B [p030BOM I/IeMeHHU elije He 3a0bl/iM 0 TIpaBUIax
TIPWINYKS, — J0BOJIbHO MPOCKpHITIe/ia OHa ¥ Habpocuiach Ha MBIIIKY, OOHaKast
HCTOUeHHBbIe BO3pacToM 3yObl. — JKummcras, KOHEUYHO, HO MHe TIOKa I10
3ybam! — ripoGopmoTasna oHa, yHUUTOKasi TIOAAPOK.

[Toka cTapyxa Hachblijaiack, OrHerpuB IMOIBITaICS TI0A00paTh MpaBU/IbHbBIE
CJ10Ba, YTOOBI TIOHSITHEEe OObSICHUTD el CBOe TFOOOITLITCTBO.

— §I xoren cnipocuTh Tebsi O TOCIEAHUX CJIOBaX, KOTOPble CKa3aj Tiepef
cMepThIO ZKenyb, — BbIMNaJIAI OH.

JIy>KrLja HaCTOPOJKU/IA YILIU.

— 1 cnpiman o ToM, uto Tipou3oliio y Harpeteix Kamuelt, — 6bIcTpo
ckasanm oH. — Ho mnepen cmeptbro JKenyab Ckasaja, YTO HU OJWH KOT U3
['po30BOro mieMeHu He CMeeT NPUYMHUTL Bpes KamHio. Thl He 3Haelllb, TIoYeMy



OH Tak CKa3asna?

Jlyxuiia He TOpornwiack ¢ oTBeToM. OHa MPOMIOTW/IA MOCAEAHUNA KyCOUueK
MBIIIIKM, TIOTOM BBICYHYJIa Ha y/[WB/I€HWE SIDKUM PO30BbIM SI3bIUOK, 1OBOJILHO
00MM3Hyach W BBITIPSIMUAIACh, 00EpHYB XBOCT BOKPYT Jarok. TonbKo Tociie
5TOr0 OHa MOJHsIa r1a3a Ha OrHerpvBa WU JO/ATO CMOTpe/a Ha HEro, CJIOBHO
XOTeJIa 3ar/IIHyTh Ha CaMOe IHO ero AYIIH.

— Waute-ka BbI JOMOM, /1€BOUKU, — BAPYT CKa3asa OHa, 060paunBasich K
MOJIOZIeHbKUM KollleukaM. — W Thl Toxke yOwupaticsii — mobaBuia cTapyxa,
nocmoTtpeB Ha Kpyroboka. — $ xouy moroBoputh ¢ OTHerpyMBOM C T/a3y Ha

rna3. CraeTcs MHe, OH OJWH CTOWUT TOro, uToObI y3HaTh mpaBay. OrHerpuBy
TIPUIIIIOCh CMUPHUTBCS. Ec/ii oH OyJeT HacTavBaTh Ha MpUCYTCTBUM KpyToOoKa,
CcTapyXa MOXeT BOOOIIle OTKa3aTbCs TOBOPUTb C HUM. OH TIOAHSUT B3IVIA[ M
TIPOYe/I B JKeITHIX I/Ia3UIlax Apyra oTpakeHre COOCTBEHHOIO HeZoyMeHus. UTo
Ke 93TO 3a TaliHa, eC/M CcTapas KOpojieBa He XOueT TIOBeJaTh ee Jlaxke
cobcTBeHHOMY TieMeHH?! OrHerpuB IIOUYYBCTBOBAJ, UTO BHOBb HaudHaeT
JIpoXKaTh, HO He Xoyiof ObUl TOMy HpuUuMHON. Kakoe-To IIlectoe 4yBCTBO
MO/ICKA3bIBa/I0 €My, UTO OH CTOJIKHYJICSI C 3araZikOov, UepHOW M CTpAllIHOM, KakK
BOPOHOBO KpbiTlo. Ho ecmu peub ujeT o TaiiHe PeuHOro ruieMeHH, Kakoe
OTHOIIIEHHE OHA MOXXEeT UMETh K I']p030BEIM KOTam?

Cynsg 1o pacTepssHHbIM Mop/oukaM CepeOpsiHKM U HeBHAWMKH, KOIIKU
He/JIOyMeBa/ld He MeHbIlle, YeM OH caM. TeM He MeHee, OHH He IIOCMed
BO3pakaTh ¥ MOJTYA BBIJIE3/TA U3 KYyCTa.

— Ml Oygem xpath Tebs Bo3/le MocTa JIByHOTMX, — IpoMsyKaia
Cepebpsiika. — BoT elrje BeigyMaa riayrnoctu! — paccepawiach Jlyxuia., —
ITyMaelib, eciy s1 CTapa, TakK yXK W IIary He MOTY CTYIUTh 0e3 MOCTOpPOHHEH
nomortiu?! M 6e3 Bac mpekpacHo m00epychk! CepebOpsiHka KHBHy/mMa, U 00e
KOIIIEUKH, COTPOBOXKAaeMble KpyToO0KOM, OPOCH/IHCH BBEPX T10 CKJIOHY.

JIy>kuria He II€JIOXHY/IACh /10 TeX IOp, MOKa 3araxX y/asoluXcsl KOTOB He
pacTasii B MOPO3HOM BO3/yXe.

— Chny1aii, — HakoHel] CKa3ajia oHa. — HeBuaMMKa cka3ana Tebe, UTo
onu ¢ KamnHem mou getu?
— [Ha, — kuBHyn OrHerpuB. Ero Bo/HeHUe yJernoch, YCTYIHUB MeCTO

HEBOJIbHOMY YBa)KEHMIO K CTapoi KopoJieBe U3 Bpax/ebHoro miemeHd. OH yxe
ycries TIOUyBCTBOBaTb, Kakasi OoJibIllasi MYZIPOCTb CKDBIBAeTCS 3a ee pe3KuM

xapakrepoM. — Hy Tak BOT, — psiBKHY/a KopojeBa. — Mosl 1oub He 3HaeT
npaBabl. I UM He maTb! — OrHerpuB KM3yMJIEHHO TPUOTKPBLLI POT, @ KOpoJieBa
nipozioskana: — $ ¢ 000BbI0 BbIpaCcTH/Ia UX 060MX, HO He s /la/la UM KU3Hb.

OpHaxzabl, B pasrap Jitororo ce3oHa [onbix [lepeBbeB, Kenyab TipuHeC MHe
JIBOUX KPOIIIEUHBIX KOTST. VIM ObIZIO BCETO HECKOBKO [IHEH OT pofy.



— Ho oTKyza oH B3si1 ux?! — He Bepsi CBOUM YyIilaM, cripocuy OTHerpus.
Jly>xuua corypuna riasa.

— Ckaszan, 4To Haien B Jiecy. byaro 6b1 ux Opocua IaMiKa KaKHUX-TO
OpoJsTuUMX KOTOB, — HEJJOBOJIbLHO OypKHYy/a OHa. — Ho MeHsI He Tak-TO JIeTKO
oflypauuTh! {1 HHKOIZIa He >KajoBajaCh Ha HIOX. JTH KOTATa AE€HMCTBUTETBLHO
TIaXJIv JiecoM, HO ObLJT Ha HUX U ellle O/IWH 3arax. 3arax [']po30BOro rjiemMeHu.



I'maBa VI

— Uto ThI cka3ana? OrHerpuB ObLT TakK MOTPSICEH, UTO elBa MOT TOBOPUTh.
Thbl Xxouellb ckasarb, uro HeBupumka u Kamennb mnpunHaziexanu ['po3oBomy
nnemenn? — Jla! — Jlykuila HakJOHWIaCh W OBICTPO BbUIM3a/a CBOMO
rpyaky. — WmMeHHo 06 3Tom si Tebe u roBopto. OrHerpuB 3actbii. — Ho...
3HauuT, JKesyb yKpaal UX? — CIIPOCU/I OH HaKOHell.

Crapyxa oOIleTHHUIACh U cepAauTo obOHakwna 3yobl. — JKenmynb Obun
no6siectHbIM BouHOM! OH ObI HUKOT/Ia He OTYCTHJICS [I0 TaKOTO 3/10/jesTHUsI!

— IIpoctu MeHs! — mnocrieliHO U3BUMHWICA OrHerpuB, UCIIyTaHHO
npuwkumas yium. — f He xorten... IIpocto 310 Tak HeBeposTHO! Jlykula
(bBIpKHY/Ia U OMyCTHIA B3/bI0eHHY 0 TIepCTh. OTHErpyUB MOJTYaJI, MOTPSICEHHBIM.
Ecnu JKenyas He MOT YKpPacTh KOTST, TaK, MOXKeT ObITh, UX yTallWIU U3 jareps
Opopsiuvie kOThI? Ho 3aueM MM MoHaf0OWIUCh uykue KoTsaTa?! M mouemy oHU
Opocunu ux, fia elije Tak ObICTPO, UTO Aake 3arax ['po30BOro mjieMeHU He yCIiesn
BbIBETPUTBLCS?!

— Ho... HO ec/u 3T0 ObIIM KOTATA U3 ['PO30BOTO TJIEMEHU, 3aUueM JKe Thl
BbIXa)kKMBasia ux? — pobko cripocun oH. — Kakoe 1iieMst 100pOBO/IBHO MPUMET
Bpa)KeCKUX [leTeHbllllel, fa emje B ce30H [onbix [lepeBweB, Korja Kakjast
MbIlIKa Ha cyeTy?! — [loTomy uTo 2Kenyap monpocusl MeHsl, — I0BeJia I1e4oM
Jly>kutia. — Torga oH 6bl1 coBceMm Mosnof... Eille He cTan raiiaraem, HO yke
npocaaBuics B 60six. 1 B Ty MOpPYy Kak pa3 OKOTU/IACh, [la TOMBKO J€TKHU MOU BCe
yMep /i1, KpOMe OfIHOTO... ¥Y>k 60/IbHO cypoBasi 3uMa Obiia B TOT To/i! Monoka y
MeHs1 ObL/IO BAOBOJIb, @ HeCUaCTHbIE MAJTFOTKU He I0KWUIM Obl U 10 paccBeTa, He
1o3aboThcs 1 0 HUX. UTo KacaeTcs 3araxa [po30BOro mjieMeHU, TO OH CKOPO
BbIBeTpU/ICA. BOT M Bce, — cka3ana oHa. — {1 moHsna, yto JKenyab He ckasas
MHe BCeli MpaB/ibl, HO CJIUIIIKOM yBa)kajla ero, 4To0Obl Mpofo/KaTh TIPUCTaBaTh C
paccripocamu. UTO chenaHo — TO czenaHo. Mel ¢ 2KenyzneM BbIpaCTUIU UX
CWIBbHBIMU M CMenbiMU. Hammm rnpyeMslllid CTaJd HACTOSLMMU BOMHAMUY,
rpesaHHbIMU PeuHoMy riemeHu!

— A OHM 3HaKOT O CBOEM TPOUCXOXKAEeHUU? — CrIpoCcul OTHerpus.

— A Tenepp CJlyliail BHUMareabHO! — psIBKHY/Ia crapyxa. — KameHb U
HeBujyMKa HAUero He 3HalOT.

Eciu Thl Korja-HUOYyAb CKaXkelllb UM XOTh CJI0BO U3 TOTO, YTO TOJIKO UTO
yCJIbIIA, KASIHYCh, 51 BBIMYIY Tebe KUIIKKA U CKOPMJTI0 BopoHaMm! — Tlpu 3THx
CJIOBaxX OHa BCsI T0/lanach Briepe/i ¥ 0CKanuaach, 06Haxas 3yobl. OrHerpuB jjaxe
TIOMSATU/ICS, 3a0bIB O ee TIOUTEHHOM Bo3pacTe. — OHU HUKOTZIA He COMHEeBa/IUCh



B TOM, UTO f1 UX pozaHas maTte! — npogospkana Jlyxuia. — Co BpeMeHeM MHe
BCe yallle KakeTcsl, YTO OHM IT0XO0XXU Ha MeHs! — U TyT B Mo3ry y OrHerpusa
YTO-TO LIEBeJbHY/I0Ch. Kak BeTepoK TMXOHBKO TpOraeT Masbld JIMCT, BblAaBast
CIIPATABLLYIOCA T10/, HUM MBILLKY, TaK U OH BHE3aIHO II04yBCTBOBAJI, UTO PacckKas
crapoii JIy>Kullbl KaKUM-TO CTpPaHHbIM 00pa3oM KMeeT OTHOIlIeHWe K HeMy
camomy. K cokaneHuto, 3TO olllyllleHHe TIPOMebKHY/IO0 TakK ObICTpPO, UTO OH He
ycCries NoMmMars ero.

— OHu Bcerga ObulM TIpe/jaHbl HallleMy TJleMeHU, — TOpSiU0 3asiBU/Ia
Jly>kutja. — $1 He Xouy, yTOOBI UM TIPUIIIOCH C KEM-TO JIe/IUTh CBOIO BEPHOCTH!
Hazetoch, Thl CMOXKelllb MeHsi TOHSTh. S ciblnana o Tebe... Cayxu BCsiKue
x0T, OrHerpuB. Thl KOrZia-TO ObUT IOMAIITHUM KOT@HKOM, TaK UTO KOMY, KaK He
Tebe, 3HaTh, KAKOBO 3TO — Pa3pbIBAThCS MEXY JBYMs loMamu!

Crapyxa Obuia mpaBa. OTHerpMB He MOT JIOMYCTUTb, UTOOBI KTO-HUOYIb
CTpajia/i, COMHeBasiCb B TIpeJaHHOCTU COOCTBeHHOMY ruieMeHu. OH TIpoIiesn
yepe3 3TO W C/IMIIKOM XOPOILO 3Hajl, Kak 3T0 Tsokeyno. — $1 obeljato, 4to
HUKOI/Ia He CKaXy UM HHU cjioBa! — CypoOBO CKasajl OH. — KIisiHyCh 3Be31HbIM
niemeHeM! Crapasi KoIllKa pacc/iabuiack W yCTal0 BbITHY/ACh, TIPOTSHYB
riepeJHUe Jarbl U MOAHSAB KpecTeLl.

— $1 Bepro TBoemy cioBy, OrsHerpus, — OTBeTWwIa OHa. — He 3Haro,
TIOMOKeT /i1 Tebe MOM paccka3. B no6om ciyyae Terephb Thl 3Haelllb, IOUeMY
Kenynb He MOTr JOTMYCTUTb, UTOOBI KOThI M3 ['PO30BOrO rMjieMeHW MOAHUMAU
nany Ha Kamusa wnv HeBugumky. IlyCcTb OH U BOpsIMb He 3Hasl, OTKyJa OHU
B3S/IUChb, HO 3arax-To He MOr He yuyATb! Tak 4yTO ec/yv MOU [eTKU BcCeLieso
npejaHbl PeuHoMy r1uiemeHu, TO JKejyab, KaXkKeTcCs, [JeJW1 CBOIO BepHOCTb
norosiaM. Ho He Ham ero cyauth. — $ Tak GnarosapeH Tebe! — mpoypuan
OrHerpus, CcTapasiCb BJIOXXUTb B 3TU CJI0OBa BCe CBOe yBakeHue. — He 3Haro,
Kakoe 3TO WMeeT OTHOIIeHWe K TOMY, UTO MHe HY)XHO y3HaTb, HO 3TO B JiH060M
ciiydae oueHb BakHO! [ToBepb, 3TO Kak-TO KacaeTcsi 000MX Hallux rjiemMeH! —
Bo3Mo)kHO, — OypKHy/ia CTapyXa W HaxMypuiaacb. — A Terepb, pa3 Thl BCe
pasy3Hasl, HeMe/[JIEeHHO YXOJU C Hallel Tepputopuu!

— Koneuno! — Bckouun OrHerpuB. — CuuTaii, MeHsl TYyT U He Oblio! U,
3Haellb, UYTO... — OH 3aMOJ/14aJl, IPOAUPasCh CKBO3b KOJIFOUME BETKH, a [I0TOM
00epHy/ICsST ¥ TIOCMOTPeJT B JKeJIThie T/1a3a crapyxu: — Cnacubo tebe, Jlyxura!

OrHerpuB Opocusics B Jjarepb. B Tro/ioBe y Hero BCe CMeIIanoch.
HeBupgumka u Kamens — netu ['po3oBoro ruiemenu! Ho terepp oHU Bceliesio
rpejjaHbl CBOEMY IJIeMEHU M [lake He I10Z03peBaroT O CBOeM IIPOUCXOXKIEHUH.
BepHOCTb poJHOM KPOBU — 3TO OZHO, @ BEPHOCTh IJIEMEHU — COBCEM JIpyroe.
Cam OrHerpus poAuics B ioMe y [IByHOI'MX, HO 3TO HUCKOJIBKO He ymajisieT ero
npenaHHocTy ['po3oBomy 1ieMeHu!



Hajgo kak mMoXHO ckopee noroBoputh ¢ CuHent 3Be3fou! HeBuanmka
noATBepAuIa, uTo XKesyab orub mof, KaMHeTaloM, 3HauuT, Tpe/IBO/IUTe/IbHHULe
TIpUZIeTCd OBepUTh B IpectyrieHue Korra! Kpome Toro, HaZjo paccripoCcuTs ee
o petsix Jlyxuibl. MoxeT ObiTh, CHHsI1 3Be3/a BCIIOMHUT, TIpPOTaZia/id Jid B
IJIEeMEeHU JjBOe KPOLIIeUHbIX KOTAT!

BeickourB Ha mnonsiHy, OrHerpuB mobexkan mpsimo K Beicokoit Ckare.
NobexkaB 710 Tielephl TIPeABOAUTE/TLHULIBI, OH YC/IbIIIaN ABa KOIIAubWX, rooca
Y yZIOBUJT CUJIbHBIN 3amax Korts. OH 6bICTPO MpWKajcs K CKajie B HaJiex/ie, UTo
MOT'yUMd [JalllaTad He 3aMeTUT ero. B ciefyrol(yr0 CeKyHAy TMOJIOT U3
JIUIIIATHUKOB Pe3KO pacraxHysics, u Korotb BeIOpascst Hapyxy.

— TIloBemy oxoTHuuuii matpynb K Harperbim Kamusm! — mpobacun
rjaliarau, roBopayMBas rOJ0By B CTOPOHY Bxoja. — TaM BOT yKe HeCKOJIbKO
[THEU HUKTO He OXOTHUJICS.

— OmnuHast Mbicsib! — opobpuna CuHss 3Be3fa, BbIXO[s BCIel 3a
HUM. — [106bIuM MO-TIpeXXKHEMY C/IMIIKOM Maso. [la momiieT HaMm 3Be3fHOe
rieMst cKopyto otreriesib! Korote uTo-TO coriacHo OypKHYn M HarmpaBW/ICS B
Telliepy BOMHOB, He 3ameTyB OrHerpusa, pacriacTaBlierocs Bo3Jje CKasbl.

Korga rnaiiaraii cKpeuicsi ¢ a3, OrHerpuB TOPOIUIMBO OPOCUIICS K BXOAY

B Meniepy.
— Cunsas 3Be3gal — OKIMKHYI OH, BHUJS, UYTO MpPeABOJWTENbHULIA
cobupaeTcsi BepHYTbCS BHYTPb. — MHe HY)KHO TIOTOBOPUTH C TOOOM. —

Xopoto, — KuBHyna Cunsig 3Be3zna. — 3axogu. OrHerpuB 1oc/e0Basl 3a Heu.
[Tonor 3amepHysCs, U IPKAKW 3UMHUM JIeHb OCTasICs 3a MoporomM. OuyTUBIIKCH B
TI0/IyMpake, TpeJBoAUTe/IbHULIA CeJla U IOBepHY/1ach K OrHerpusy.

— B uem fien0? — crnpocusia oHa. OTHerpyB ITy0OKO B3/0XHY/.

— Tb1 momHMIIL paccka3 ['openoro o ToM, uro Korots youn fipoxBocra B
obutBe y Harpetbix Kamueii? Cunsii 3Be3ma B3jporHyna. — OrHerpuB! —
CYpOBO psiBKHY/Ia OHa. — XBatut!. OfHaXKJbI 51 y)Ke cka3aia Tebe, UTO y MeHs
eCThb CaMble Cepbe3Hble 0CHOBAHUS He BepUTh HU eJuHOMY C/10By ['opesioro.

— $1 3Ha, — MOYTUTE/IbHO CK/IOHW/ rosioBy OrHerpuB. — Ho g y3Hasn
Koe-yTo erje. CuHsAg 3Be3za npomosvana, U OrHerpus pacrepsiics. O yem OHa
nymaet? — HukTo He yb6uBan Keny/si, — Hayas OH, TOHUMasl, UTO OTCTYTaTh
yke mo3gHo. — OH ymep OTTOro, UTO Ha Hero obOpyiIunach ckanaa. JTO ObLI
HeCYyaCTHbIM cyJau!

— OTKyza Tel 3Haelllb? — Haxmypwiack CuHsAs 3Be3za.

— ... a cHoBa xogun K l'openomy, — npusHasicsa OrHerpuB. — Cpasy
nocsie mpouuioro CoBeTa, — TUXO A00aBW/I OH W 3aMoJ4as, OKWJasi THeBa
npegoauTenbHULbl. Ho CuHsis 3Be3na ocTaBajach CHOKOWHAa. — Tak BOT

royeMy Thl TOTJiA TakK TO3JHO BEpPHYJCS, — 3aMeTula oHa. — S [Jo/bkeH Obul



y3HaTh TpaB/y, — ObicTpo Hauan OrHerpuB. — U 1...

— Tomoxkau! — mepebusia ero Cunsist 3Be3fia. — Ha CKOMBKO s TOMHIO, B
nipoitiibiid pa3 lopenbiii moBesgan Tebe, uto XKenyas youn Spoxsoct. Tereps oH
npyuAyman HoByro ucrtopuro? — Het! Beicayman Mens! — B3Mmosuics
OruerpuB. — HaBepHoe, B TOT pa3 s IPOCTO HeIpaBWIbHO MOHAA ero. OH
cka3zas, uro JKemyb rorub 1o BuHe poxBOCTa, HO UMeJ B BUAY, UTO SIpOXBOCT
TOJIKHY/T €r0 TIOfl HaKPeHUBIIYICsS CKaay! OTa ckana obpylmiack Ha rojioBy
XKenynto! Ho fpoxBocT He 3Ham, uTo Tak ciayuutcsi! OH HexoTesn ybuBaTh
riamarasg PeyHoro ruiemenu! BoT mouemy Thl He MoIVia [OBEpPUTb B pacckas
T'openoro! — ropsiuo 3aroBopus OH. — TbI He MoIVIa Ja)ke IpencTaBUTh, UTO
SIpoxBOCT MOT HaMepeHHO yOuTh Jipyroro kota. Ho oH...

— UT0 ewje? — OYeHb CIIOKOWHO CIIPOCHJIA TIpeBOAUTE/IbHHULIA.

— §1 meperen pekKy U TOBOpWJI C KoTamu U3 PeuHoro muiemeHu, —
nipu3Hasics OrHerpuB. — [IpocTo, uToObI TOUHO YOenuThcsi! OHU TTOATBEPAUIIH,
yto JKenyb roru6b nop o6BasioM. OH OMYCTHII T71a3a Ha Jiarlbl, TOTOBbIM MPUHSThH
CTipaBe//IUBbIM THeB NpeaBoAuTebHULbI. OJHAKO, KOrJa OH BHOBb TOJHSI
rosioBy, B mia3ax CuHell 3Be31bl He ObLIO HUYEro, KpoMe HeMoA/elbHOTOo
vHTepeca. OHa KOPOTKO KUBHY/A, U OrHerpus Npofo/DKuI: — BbIX0O4UT, Terepb
MbI TOYHO 3HaeM, uto Koroth conran. OH He ybuBan XKemysi B OTMECTKYy 3a
cmepTh SIpoxBocra. JKenyas morub Tof, yraBiileid ckagoi. A pa3 Tak, Korotb
MOT COJITaTh U 10 MOBOAY CMepTU camoro fApoxsocra!

[To mepe Toro kak oH roBopw, CuHss 3Be3za BhIIVIsiZiesia Bce Gosiee u
Oosiee B3BOIHOBaHHOW. [71a3a ee Cy3WIuCh, TIPEBPATUBIINCH B JIBe Y3KUe
rosiyOble I[e/I0UKH.

— Bce 310 Bpemsi KoroTh ObLT MpeKpacHbIM I/ialllaTaeM, — C [IyOOKUM
B3/]0XOM TMPOTSIHY/Ia OHa. — JTO OUeHb cepbe3Hbie 00BUHeHUs], OTHeTpUB.

— 4 3Haro! — TuxXo cornacwicsa oH. — Ho Heykenu Thbl He MOHKWMaelllb,
HAaCKOJIbKO OH oraceH?! CuHsas 3Be3ja ypoHW/Ia rojioBy Ha rpyab. MosmuaHue
JJIIOCh Tak Aonro, uto OTHerpuBy B KaKOW-TO MOMEHT I10Ka3asaocCh, OyATO
TIpeJBOAUTe/IbHULIA BbILILIA U3 TTeLephl.

— U BOT ellle UTO, — HEOXWJAHHO BbINNAJWI OH. — f y3Ha/! YTO-TO
CTpaHHoOe 0 JByX BouvHax U3 PeuHoro ruiemenu! Cunsg 3Be3zia BCKUHY/IA T'OJIOBY
1 HacTopoxxusa yid. Kakyro-To o/to cekyHibl OrHerpuB Kosiebascsi, CTOUT iU
repe/laBaTb €M pacCkKas3, YC/bIIIAHHBIM OT BCIBUIBYMBOU CTapou JIy>Kulbl,
OJIHAKO ’KeJlaHUe y3HAaThb [IPaB/y B3s/I0 BepPX HaZ, OCTOPOXKHOCTHIO:

— Topesnbiii pacckaszan MHe, uTo BO Bpemsi 6utBbl y Harperbix Kamueit
Kenyae He 1mo3Bosivi SpoxBocCTy HarnacTb Ha Kamus. IIpy 3TOM OH Tipou3Hec
OueHb CTpaHHble cyioBa. OH CKasasl, YTO HU OAVH KOT 13 ['p030BOro IjieMeHu He
vMmeeT mpaBa Tporarb Kamusa! Tak monyuyunoch, yto ... s pasroBapuBai C



OJTHOU 13 cTtapeuiinH Peunoro nyiemeHu. OHa CKa3aja MHeE, UTO KOI/la-TO JaBHO
Kenynb npuHec et AByX MajieHBKUX KOTST. DTO Obi710 B ce30H [onbix [lepeBbes,
KOTsiTa yMepsiu Obl, ecii Obl O HUX HUKTO He mo3aboruscs. JIyxuila — Tak
30ByT 3Ty CTapeMIlinHYy, BBIXO/W/IA UX U BOCMUTA/NA, KaK COOCTBEHHBIX JeTell.
Teriepy oHU yxxe OGonbiive, ux 30ByT Kamenb u HeBupumka. U erje Jlyxuiia
CKasaja, 4TO 3TH KOTATA... Ha HUX Obu1 3amax I'po3oBoro miemenu! Heyxenu
9T0 mpapga, CuHsas 3Be3ga? CKa)ku, pa3Be W3 Halllero Jarepsi Korja-HUOyIb
Trporaziaiy Korara?

EMy nokasanocs, yto CuHss 3Be3ja He CiayllaeT ero. Kakoe-to BpeMs OHa
cyjiesia Hero/BWKHO, CJIOBHO OKaMeHeB, IOTOM BJpYI BCKOUYW/IAa U KUHYJIACh K
Oruerpusy.

— U TBI IOBepwWJI B 3Ty Uylllb?! — MpoluIiesna oHa.

— Ho Cunsig 3Be3na! OTo ke 0ueHb BaXKHO. ..

— 1 He oxugama 3Toro oT Tebsa, OrHerpuB! — KpHUKHy/a
npejsoauTensHULlA. [1a3a ee meTasi MOJIHMM, LIEpCTb Ha 3arpuBKe CTOs/Ia
neibom. — Jlo uero Thl Jokatwics! Beraeiilb Ha BpaXkeCKyr0 TepPUTOPHIO M

cobupaerib criieTHU y cTapyx! Heyxxesd Thl TIOBepPHI B 3T poccKa3Hu? Jlyurie
ObI 3aHSJICSI CBOMMU TPSIMBIMU OO0SI3aHHOCTSIMA M TiepecTajl MOPOYUTb MHe
ronoBy ckaskamu npo Kortga! — oOHa mnpucrasbHO NOCMOTpesa Ha Hero: —
ITopor MHe KaxkeTcsi, KOrote npaB, COMHeBasiCb B TBO€M MpeJjaHHOCTH 1yieMeHu!

— ... Tlpoctu meHsi, — nposenertan OrHerpvs, OLIapalleHHbIM 3TOU
HEeO)XXUJAHHOU BCIBILIKOM spocTh. — f mopymasn, Jlykuija roBopur mipaBzy!
Cunsis 3Be3fa miyboko B3moxHyna. OT ee 3aMHTePECOBAHHOCTU He OCTaloCh U
cresa, Terepsb JIMLO ee He BbIPa)Kalo HUYero, KpoMe X0JIOAHOIO pa304apOBaHUs.

— Wmn, — Benena oHa. — Ilocrapaiica 3aHATH cebst ueM-HUOYIb
TI0JIe3HbIM — a [VIaBHOe, JOCTOMHBIM BOWHA. M HHMKOrJa — ThI C/BILHUIIL? —
HUKOT/]a He CMeli 3aroBapyBaTh CO MHOM 00 3TOM. Thl XOPOIIIO MeHsI TIOHSLT?

— Ha, Cunss 3Be31a, — npobopmoTan OrHerpus, OATACh K Beixony. — Ho
Kak ke HacueT Korta? Begp oH...

— Boun! — B3opBanacs CuHas 3Be3za.

OrHerpvB CTpPeMUTE/NIbHO IIOBEPHYJ/ICS, B3PbIB KOITSIMU I[1€COK Ha IIOMy.
BbICKOUMB W13 Tiewepbl, OH MPOHEeCCs 10 TMOJsiHe U OCTAaHOBUJICS TOJIBKO TOT/A,
Korjja oTOeXkas Ha HECKOJIbKO JTMChbUX TPBDKKOB OT BXofd. OH ObLIT B MOJIHOM
cvateHun. OH  TpekpacHO TOMHW/I, 4TO BHauvajse CuHas — 3Be3ja
3avHTepecoBasach €ro paccka3oM, HO CTOW/IO YINOMSIHYTb O TIOXHMIL[€HHBIX
KOTATaX, KaK OHa TYT JKe TIPUILUIA B IPOCTh U OTKa3a/laChb pa3sroBapuBaTh C HUM.

N t1yr OrHerpuB mnoxonofen or crpaxa. Yrto ecmu CuHsaa 3Be3ga
Jorajiaziacb O TOM, Kak eMy yZaja0Ch MOrOBOPUTH C KOTaMu PeuHoro riemeHu?!
Heyxenmu oHa y3Hasma o CepebpsiHke u KpyTo6oke?! A Korots? UTo e Terepb



Oyzner? Camoe ykacHoe, uro OrHerpuB y)Xe TOUTU TIOBEPUT B TO, UTO €My
yzaactcs ipefiocTepeus CHHIOIO 3Be3ly 00 OMacHOCTH, UCXOsIIel oT ramiarasi!
«Iuns! 1 Komouku! — yapydyeHHO nogyMan oH. — Ternepb OHa He TMO3BOJIAT
MHe ¥ CJIOBa Xyzoro ckasarb 0 Korre. £ Bce ucmoptun!»



I'maBa VII

PaccTpoeHHbIM M HecuacTHbIM, OTHerpuB TOIUIE/CS B MeEIepy BOWHOB.
[Tepen BxozioM OH HeMHOTO TIoMe i, He xoTenock Obl HapBaThesi Ha Korts, f1a
1 YecaTh SI3bIKOM C TIPUSITE/ISIMU TOXKe He Oblsio HacTpoeHMs. OH TOBEPHY/ICS U
TIOTIeJICA Ky/ia IJia3a msiaaT. Jlarnbl pUBesiv ero K rnariopoOTHUKOBOMY TYHHEJTHO,
BeylieMy K Tierriepe Illep6aroii. EiBa oH mpub/IM3uiIcs K BX0Ay, KakK U3 TyHHeJIs
BblleTesia [lemesrolika U C pasMaxy Bpesanack emy B rpyab. OT Tomuka
OrHerpuB ycesncs Ha 3aAHue Jjarbl, a Ileresromka pesko NPUTOPMO3WUIIA,
3aropoiuB ero obnakom cHera. — O, MPOCTH, ToXKanykcTa! — TIpOMbIXTesia
oHa. — $ Tebst He Buzesa! OrHerpyUB Mo/TUa OTPSIXHYJ IIEPCTKY OT cHera. Ilpu
Bu/e [lernesomKy Ha Jylle y Hero OT4ero-to cpasy craso Jjerde. Ceiyac, co
CBOEM pacTperaHHOM IIepCTKOW U CMYIIIeHHO OIYIIeHHbIMU TOTyObIMU IV1a3aMH,
OHa BHOBb HAallOMHW/IA eMy MpexHIoK [lerestoiiKy, Kakoi OH 3Ha/a ee [0
Tpareaun Ha I[pemsinedi Tpore. A Befpb ObLIO BpeMs, KOrJja OH BCepbe3
oracasics, 4To Ta Heroce//ivMBasi erosa HaBcerjia 0CTasaach B [IPOLLJIOM.

— Kyza Hecelbcsa? — CIIPOCUIT OH.

— B nec! Illepbaras mnoc/iasa MeHS 3a TpaBaMd, — TIOSCHW/IA
[Menentoiiika. — W3-3a 3TOro CHeromajia y Hac CTOJIbKO OOJIbHBIX, a TpaBbI
MOAX0AAT K KOHIY. MHe Hajmo OexkaTtb, 4TOOBI coOparh MOOOJBINE /10
HaCTYyIUIeHUsI TeMHOTbl. — $ mo¥ay c¢ Toboi, — pemmn OrHerpuB. CHHSS
3Be3/a Besiesia €My 3aHATbCS UeM-HUOY/b TI0/Ie3HBIM, BOT OH U 3aiiMeTcs. [Jaxe
cam Korotb He CMOXKeT CKa3aTb, UTO TIJIeMEHU He HY)KHbI JieueOHble TpaBbl! —
Bort 3m0poBo! — pazpoctHO BockivkHyna [lernesrorika.

lep>kach psIOM, OHU TIOIIUIA Uepe3 TMOSHY K BbIX0y U3 jlarepst. UToObI He
ytomnaTh [lememntowiky, Orserpus mnocrapasnacsd UATH MenjieHHee. Kasanocs,
[Tenentoliika He obpaTria BHUMaHKsI Ha €0 MaHeBp, a €C/IU U 3aMeTu/a, TO He
roziasza Byja.

[Tpubnu3uBIIKCh K BbIXOAy, OTHErpuB yC/IbIIaa TPOMKUN MHUCK KOTAT. OH
pe3ko 00epHy/CSi M YCTaBW/ICA Ha TOBajieHHOe J/lepeBo, BassiBIlleeCs BO3je
reilepbl CTapelinuH. Tam, B 3apoC/siX CyXWX BEeTBeM, HEIOABW)KHO JieXKasl
cienno XBOCTOJIOM.

C Tex nop, kKak CuHsist 3Be37ia pellnsia JiaTh MPHUIOT ObIBIIIEMY Pa300MHUKY,
OH >XW/ OT[eJIbHO, MO/l MOCTOSHHOM OXpaHOW. HWKTO M3 KOTOB HUKOIZA He
3aX0AW/ B 3TOT YIrOJIOK Jiarepsi, 1o3ToMy OrHerpuB OueHb YAUBWIICS, YBUZIEB
3/1€Cb KOTHT.

— Bangut! Ilpemarens! — goHeccssi 40 Hero BO30YKAEHHBIM TMHMCK



Ob6nauka. OrHerpuB HEBOJBLHO 3aMep, YBU[IEB, KaK Oesblii KOTEHOK BBICKOUWIT
BIepe/], CTYKHY/1 XBOCTOJIOMA JIalKoi B 00K U CTPeMHUTEIbHO OTIIPBITHY/T Ha3a/l.
Boopay1ieBeHHbIM ero npuMepoM, K XBOCTOJIOMY IO CKOUWJI ellje O4VUH KOTEHOK
Y TPOMKO 3aBonui: — He nolimaerns, He noimaenis! — YacTokon, oxpaHsBILINN
CJIernoro IJIEHHKWKaA, JaXe He JyMajl OCTaHaB/IUBaTh Pe3BALUXCS COPBaHLIOB. OH
7ieXkan 4yTh TI00/1ajib, TIOABEPHYB 110/, ce0st Jiarbl, ¥ C BUIUMBIM Y/I0BOTHLCTBUEM
Ha0/r01a/T 32 KOTSITAMH.

XBOCTO/IOM MYUYUTEJIbHO KPYTWUJI T0OJIOBOM, HO CJIer0Ta He T03BOJsi/Ia eMy
yBUzileTb 0o0uaunkoB. Ero korpma-to OGypasi 1iepctb BCs CBajsijiaCh M Topuasia
KJIOUKaMH, IIMPOKYH0 MOP/ly MCIIeLPSI/IU LIPpaMbl OT MHOKeCTBA KOI'Teld — B TOM
yucse U OT TeX, UTO OCTaBU/IU ero 6Oe3 rna3. Temepb HUKTO He y3Han Obl B HEM
Ha/JMEHHOT0 Y KPOBOXKaZ{HOTO 3Be3/0/I0Ma.

OrHerpuB BCTPeBOXKEHHO TepersisiHyJics ¢ Ilenesmtowmkon. OH noHUMas, 4to
XBOCTOIOM 3aCayKUI CBOIO CyAb0y, HO cefiuac 3TOT OeCrOMOIIHbIN CTapbIiii KOT
BHYyILLA/l eMy OCTPYH >Xa/JOCTb. TeM BpeMeHeM TpaB/isl IPOJOJ/DKasach, U OH
TIOUyBCTBOBAJI 3aKUMNAIOLLWK THEB.

— § ceituac! — ckazan oH Ilenesntoiike U OpoCUICS K TIOBaJieHHOMY
fiepesy.

Korga on mopbexasn, O6sauko ycesicsi TJIEHHUKY Ha XBOCT UM UuTO ObUIO
CWIbl BOH3W/ B HEr0 CBOM MaJieHbKHe OCTpbie 3yOKU. XBOCTOJIOM TOTMBITAICS
OTIOJI3TU B CTOPOHY U MPOTSAHY/ Jary, uToObl CTPSIXHYTh Bpara. B Ty ke
cekyHZy YacTOKOJ BCKOUKJI C MeCTa U 37100HO 3aliumert:

— TonbKO TPOHBb KOTEHKa, Mpe/iaTesib, U s IOpBY Te0si B K/I0ubs!

OrHerpuB 3a/I0XHY/ICS OT THeBa. bpocuBimck K O6/auKy, OH CXBaTU/I €ro

3a LIMBOPOT, OTOpBajJl OT XBOCTOJIOMAa W C CW/IOM BCTPAXHY/A. — TbI 4TO
Jiefiaeb? — BO3MYILIEHHO 3aluiliag Masblil. — bosbHO xe! Orserpus pesko
OTyCTHJI €T0 B CHET ¥ OCTaHOBUJICS, OCKA/IUB 3YOBbl.

— Mapm gomon! — rmpukasaq OH OCTaJbHBIM KOTATaM. — JloMou s
ckasan! beictpo! Mabilii ¢ CeKyHJy CMOTpPe/JIM Ha Hero, UCIIyraHHO
BbITApalllUB TI7Ia3eHKH, a MOTOM TyphOoii Opocunuck 6exaTb. — A Tbl... —
samuren OrHerpuB Ha O6nauko. — OTCTaHb OT MaJiblllla, — JIEHUBO Opocun

YacTokoJ, npubmmkasch K HuM. — OH He fieJial HU4ero TiIoXoro.

— He n1e3b He B cBoe fie/10! — psiBKHY/ Ha Hero OTHerpus.

YacTokos Tipolesl MUMO, HapouHO 3azeB OrHerpvBa IIeUOM Tak, YTO TOT
e/iBa He yIias, U cejl BO3Jie IJIeHHUKA.

— Wb ThI, pa3oiiiesicsi, JOMaIIHUM KOTUK! — He TPOMKO OpOCHIT OH.

OrHerpuB MOYyBCTBOBaJI, UTO BeCh JAPOKUT. EMy XoTenoch OpOCHUTLCA Ha
YacTokosia ¥ BOUTH eMy B IVIOTKY €ro MoraHble CJIOBa, HO OH cZiepxkasics. Celiuac
He BpeMs Ui ApaK BHYTPU IyieMeHH. KpoMe Toro, Hazio 3aHAThCST O0/1aukoMm.



— ThI c/bIman, yTo OH CKaszan? — crpocui OTHerpus, PO3HO IS Ha
Genoro KoTeHKa. — ThI 3Haelllb, UTO 3HAYUT JOMAITHUA KOTEHOK?

— [HJomamnuii? — o03ajaueHHo npobopmoran Ob6mauko. — Kakoit
JIOMaIIHAN?

OrnerpuB nioniepxHysicsi. Oka3biBaeTcss, O6/1auKo /aXke He /10Ta/[bIBAeTCs O
CBOEeM IPOUCXOKIeHUM!

— JloMalllHU KOTEHOK, 3TO KOTEHOK, KOTOpbIM pacreT y [IByHOrmx, —
OCTOPOXXHO Hauajl OH. — HekoTopele jileCHble KOTbl He BepsAT B TO, YTO TaKOU
KOTE@HOK MOXXeT CTaThb XOPOIIMM BOMHOM. JTO KacaeTcsi Hac ¢ Tobou, Obmauko.
1, KaK u Thl, poau/cs B floMe y [IByHorux. O61auko ciyiiiaia, OKPYI/IUB T7iasa.

— O ueM 3TO ThI? — THUXOHBKO MAYKHY/1 OH. — I poauics 3pecs —
Het, — crniokoiiHO Bo3pa3un OrHerpuB. — TBoOrO Matb 30ByT IIpunijecca. OHa
MOsI cecTpa W >XuBeT B fioMe y JIByHorux. OHa oT/asa Tebs Ha BOCIUTaHUe
['po30oBOMY Ti/IeMeHU, TIOTOMY UTO XOTesa, 4TOObI Thl BBIPOC HACTOSIIUM
BouHOM. O6mauko okameHes, ©u OrHErpuBy Ha MTHOBeHHE MOUyJUI0Ch, UTO OH
BUJUT Tiepe]; coboii (UrypKy KOTeHKa, C/IeTJIeHHYH0 U3 CHera U jibia. HakoHer|
MavIbILL TTOLIeBeJIUIICS.

— TloueMy ThI He paccka3an MHe 00 3TOM paHbliie? — CEepAUTO TPOILIUTIe
OH.

— IIpoctu Mensi, — B3g0xHyn OrHerpuB. — ... 9 AyMas, Thl 3Haelllb.
MHe ka3anock, YepHobypka Tebe pacckasarna.

O06nauko BCKOYMJI Ha JIarbl U OTIPBITHY/ OT OrHerpuBa. V3ymreHue B ero
r71a3ax ObICTPO CMEHU/IOCh KAKON-TO XOJIOAHOM PeIlIMMOCTHIO.

— Tak BOT mouemMy MeHs 3[ieCb HUKTO He JitoOuUT! — KpUKHY/M OH. — OHU
CUUTAIOT MeHs IUIOXUM TOJIbKO M3-3a TOIO, YTO S He POAWICS B UX AYypaLikoM
necy! 9to npocto rnyno! OrHerpus pactepsiica. OH ITIOMHUJI, KaK BOJIHOBA/1acChb
[IpuHLecca, oTHaBasi eMy CBOEro MepBeHLa, KaK OH TOKJISAJICA el BbIPaCTUTh U3
MaJsiblllla HaCTOSIII[eT0 BOMHA. A Terephb OH caM 3acTabysieT O6/1auko CMOTpPeTh B
MPOLIOe U AyMaTb O TPYAHOCTAX, C KOTOPbIMU €My IIpe[CTOMT CTOJIKHYTbCS B
rieMeHd. YTO, ecM KOTEHOK peluT, 4to OoHU C [IpuHIleccor coBepluniv
OIIMOKY ¥ HarpacHO UCKaIeunivi eMy KU3Hb?

— KoneuHo, rymno, — B310xHy/1 OrHerpusB. — HO TOJIBKO Tak OHO U eCTb.
A Teneph TOC/IyIlIal ¥ TIOCTapaics 3arlOMHUTb, UTO 51 Tebe ckaxy. Takve BOMHBI,
Kak YacToKo/i, He COMHEBAIOTCSl B TOM, UTO /IOMAlllHHe KOTSITa He MOTYT ObITh
XOPOIIUMU. JTO 3HAYMUT, MbI C TOOOM MO/DKHBI CTaThb B [[Ba pasa Jiyuille, YTOObI
[l0Ka3aTb BCeM, UTO /IeJI0 He B KPOBH, a B Cep/Lie.

O6nauKo Ha/IMEHHO BCKUHYJT TTOJJ00PO/IOK.

— $1 He cobuparoch HUYEro UM J0Ka3biBaTh! — KPUKHY/I OH. — MHe
njeBatb Ha HUx! I craHy nyummm BouHOM B TiiemeHu! $ Gymy gpatbcst co



BCEMH, KTO TOCMeeT B 3TOM coMHeBaThCsi! U Oyny yOuBaTh MpecTyITHUKOB —
TaKMX, KaK CTapbiii XBocTosioM. Bot! OrHerpuB c objerueHveM B3[OXHY,
yOeMBIIINCh, UYTO OTBaXKHbIM XapakTep TOMOT MaJbIlly CIPaBUTbCS C
norpsiceHueM. OfIHAaKO eMy COBCEM He HPaBW/IOCh TO, UT0 O6/1auko [0 CUX TOp
He TIOHMMaeT 3aKOHOB BOMHCKOU YeCTH.

— HacrTosiiuii BOoMH He MOXeT ObITh »KeCTOK, — CYPOBO CKa3as oH. — OH
HUKOTJla He TO03BO/UT cebe MOAHSATHL jarly Ha mobexaeHHoro. Takoit BOWH
YPOHUT CBOIO YeCTb U TIOKpoeT cebst mo3opoM. Thl roHsi? O61auko MOTYIUICS,
npsiya mia3a. OrHerpuB HajesyiCd, 4YTO Masiblll 3allOMHUT €ro CJjoBa.
ObGepHyBIIUCh, OH yBHUe/, uto [lernentolika yxe rojadekana K XBOCTOIOMY U
OCMaTpuBaeT ero XBOCT.

— Huuero ceppe3HOro! — ycriokousa oHa CJ/1erioro Kora.

XBOCTONIOM He 0TBeTW/I. OH J1exKa HeloJBWKHO, YCTPEMUB He3psiuue I7as3a
Ha jianbl. OTHerpyuB HEOXOTHO TOAOLLIe/ K HeMY Y TTIOMOT TTOAHSThCSL.

— IoiimeM, — THUXO cKa3aa oH. — 1 oTBesly TeOsi Ha TBOe MeCTO.

XBOCTOMIOM MOJIYa TIOBEPHY/ICS U Mo3Bo/ul OrHerpuBy MOABECTH cebst K
YCTJIAHHOW JIUCTbSIMU sIMe, BBIKOTIAHHOM I10/] BeTKAMM I10Ba/IeHHOIO [iepeBa.
YacTokos NMpoBOAW/I MX IVla3aMH U TIpe3pUTEeJIbHO JiepHY/1 XBOCTOM. — Bce B
niopsizike, [ernesntomka! — KpukHyn OTHerpuB, Korja CJiernou ynercs. — Tenepb
MOXXeM U/ITU 3a TpaBaMu!

— BbrI Kyga 310? — mogieten1 K HuM O6/1auK0. — A MHE MOYKHO C BaMU?

OruerpuB 3akosebascsi, HO [lemesntoliika peliMTesIbHO BCTajla HA CTOPOHY
Ob6nauka. — /laBaii Bo3bMeM ero, OrHerpuB! — morpocusia oHa. — Thl e
BU/MIIIb, OH CO CKyKH OecuTcsi, BOT M 3aHMMAaeTCsl BCSIKOM epyHZOW. A Ham
TIOMOLLb He TIOMellaeT.

O61auKo MPOCHUST U 3aypuasl OT YA0BOJLCTBUS, [la Tak TPOMKO, UTO TIPOCTO
He BepWIOCh, OTKy/la B TaKOM MaJIeHbKOM TeJiblle MOXKeT OpaThCsi TaKou
MOII[HBIN 3BYK. — Byab mo-TBoemy, — B370xHy/n1 OrHerpuB. — Ho eciu Oyzetiib
XYJIUTaHUTh, OUYTUILILCS B ZIETCKOM ObICTpee, ueM CKaXKelllb «MbIIITKa»!

CunibHO TIpunaZias Ha U3ypOJOBaHHYH0 Hory, Ileresromika yBepeHHO Besia
UX K OBpary, B KOTOPDOM TpPEHUPOBa/JMChb YyueHWKH. CO/HL|e y)Xe Hayaso
cafuThCcsl, Opocasi Ha Oenbiii CHer JyvHHBIE roayObie TeHU. OO6mauko JeTen
BIlepe/iv, 3aCOBbIBasi HOC BO BCe TPeLIVHbI B CKajlaX — BUJUMO, OXOTWICS Ha
BOoOOpa)kaemyto 100bIUYy.

— A Kak ke Mbl HaljJileM TpaBhbl I0J cHeroM? — crnpocun OrHerpuB. —
Pa3sBe oHU He 3amep31u?

— Ho sroppi-to ocranmuch, — moscHwia Ilemnesoiika. — Illep6atas
TpOCK/ia MeHsl MOWUCKaTb MOXOKeBebHUK, OH XOpOLIO MOMOraeT OT Kauuld U
Ooseii B JKemyIKe.



Ellje HaM HY)XeH PaKWUTHUK. V3 Hero Mol fiejlaeM TIPUTIAPKU TIPU paHaX U
nepesioMax. M o0si3aresibHO Hajgo HabpaTh O/bXOBOM KOpbl. OHa TpeKpacHO
cHUMaeT 3yOHY0 60Ib.

— Sropku! — pagoctHo 3akpuuan Obnauko. — A s Habepy Gosnblile, uem

Bbl, BOT yBUguTe! — C 3THMHU CJIOBaMH OH TOHECCS B 3apOC/IM KYCTapHUKa,
pacTylijero Ha Apyrou CTOpoOHe OBpara.
[Tenentoiiika C ynbiOKOM TlocMoTpesia eMmy Bcien. — OH  oOueHb

criocoOHbIN, — cKa3ana oHa. — Korja craHeT yueHUKOM, Oy/ieT Bce CXBaTbIBaTh
Ha JieTy! OrHerpuMB TOJBKO UTO-TO HeompefeneHHO OypkHyn cebe mop HoC.
Croeii HeyeMHOI Heprueit O61auko MoOpoi HarloMUHaAA eMy [lenestoiiky, B Ty
IIOpPY, KOIZja OHa TO/IbKO-TO/IBKO CTasna y4yeHUKOM. Ho Ilenmesroinka HuKorza He
cTasia Obl U37IeBaThCs HaZl OeCTIOMOIIIHBIM KaJieKoi! — By/ib OH MOUM yUueHUKOM,
s Hauan Obl C TOro, 4yro Hayuu1 Obl ero C/ylaTbCsi, — YyrpioMo TpoOypuain
OH. — B camom fenie? — HacMelliuBO nepecrnipocuna Ilenemromika. — [la yx,
Thl Y HaC T'PO3HbIM HacTaBHUK! Bce yueHuku OyayT TpemeTarb OT y»aca IpH
OJJHOM TBOEM I10sIBJIeHUM !

OrHerpuB 3amisiHy/1 B ee CMelOIIMecs I7a3a U HeBOJIbHO TPHUOOOJPHUICS.
[TeresnroliKa, KaK HAKTO [IPYyroM, yMeJia MOAHATb eMy HacTpoeHue. OH nepecTa
GecriokouThbcst 06 Obmauke ¥ IPUTOTOBUJICS UCKATh SITO/IBI.

— Ilenemomka! — T1Ipo3BeHes1 HaJ OBparoM TIPOMKHWKA T0JIOCOK
O6nauka. — Tyt sironku! an nocmotpu! OrHerpuB moBepHYy/ roaoBy. O61auko
CTOSU/I T10f], KAKUM-TO Ma/leHbKUM XBOWHBIM KYCTUKOM, MPUTY/IUBLIAMCS MEXIY
JBYX BBICOKMX KaMHel. Bo3se cTBona KycT Obul BeChb yChillaH MajieHbKUMU
SIPKO-KPaCHBIMU ATr0/laMHU.

— BKycHeHbKue, HaBepHoe! — KpukHyn OG06sauko, Korja crapiiive
NpUOIM3UINCE K HeMy. BBITSHYB IIleliKy, OH pa3uWHy/1 pOT, uTOObI COpBaTh
arogky. llemesroiika wcmyraHHo axsHysna. OrHerpuB U IVla3oM He  ycIies
MOPTHYTb, @ OHa Y»>Ke TIOHec/1ach 10 CHery TakK ObICTPO, KakK TObKO I03BOJIs/IA
ee U3ypojoBaHHas Jlarka.

— He cmeit! — kpuuana oHa. — He emb, O6mauko! OHa c pasmaxy
HajleTesla Ha KOTeHKa W OTTO/MKHysna ero. C usymsieHHbIM THckoM O6sauko
DYXHyJl B CHer, yBiieKasi 3a coboii [lememoiiky. OrHerpuB OpOCU/ICS K HUM,
0osicb, kak 6b1 O6/aYKO HEHApOKOM He CBaM/ICS Ha TOKaJeYeHHYIO JIarKy
[Tenemomiku. OfHako Korzaa oH mogocres, [emnesntomika yxe crivxHynaa ¢ cebs
KOTEeHKa Y I'PO3HO 3aKpuyaJa:

— Tbl cwren xoTh opHy? OtBeuaii! — H-HeT, — yAUBIEHHO MSAYKHY/I
O6sauko. — 1 TonMBKO cobupancs...
— Cwmotpu! — TIlemnemtoiiika pa3BepHy/ia KOTEeHKAa W TKHYJIAa €f0 HOCOM B

KYCT. HI/IKOI",[[& emie OFHEFPI/IBy He JOBOAW/IOCH BHIETH €€ B TaKOM ApOCTH. —



CmotpH, HO He cmel Tporatb! OT0 TUC. Ero SIroibl HACTOBKO SIOBUTHI, UTO UX
Ha3bIBalOT CMepTh-sirofjaMu. OJHOW S[rofKW XBaTUT, 4TOObI YOUTH TaKOro
Masbiiia, Kak Tel! — Ia3a O6nauka TpeBpaTWIMCh B /IB€ KPYIVIbIe >KeThle
nyHel. He roBopst HU C/10Ba, OH B cTpaxe cMmotpen Ha [lenemomky. — Hy na
HUYero! — 4yThb JlaCKOBee CKa3aja OHa, YCIIOKauWBarolle JM3HYB Masblllla B
6ouok. — Tebe 10oBe3/10. XOpPOIIEHBLKO 3allOMHU 3TH ATOABI, UTOObI Gosblie
HUKOr[a He owmubutbes. UM emle, O6mauko. Hukorma — Thbl CIIBIIUIIL? —
HUKorJa He Gepu B poOT TOro, uero He 3Haelllb! — {1 monsn, [ementoiiika, —
ropsiuo rooGeian O6mauko.

— Bot u omimuHo! [lonwy 3a srogamu! — Ilemesiroiika momoryia KOTeHKY
TIOJHSTHLCS Ha jarbl. — [1030BU MeHs1, KaK TOJIbKO UTO-HUOY/Ib Hallelllb.

Ob6nauko mobeskan Briepes;, HO Ha Oery HeCKOJIbKO pa3 OIJIS/IbIBA/ICS Ha
crapmmx. Hukorga emje OrHerpyvB He BHJe/ ero CTO/Mb CMyLleHHbIM. UTo u
rOBOPUTb, Yy’KaCHOe TMOTPSICEHWe [/l Takoro ropfenia v 3asHaviku! — Kak
XOpOIII0, YTO ThI Obla psimom! — c GyarojapHOCThIO0 CKasan oH [lemesnoiiike.
EMy ObUI0 HEMHOTO CTBITHO 3a CBOe HeBexkeCTBO. He Oyib Ilemesntoiiiky, oH He
cymen 6wl mipenyrnpeauts Ob6nauko U nipefoTBpaTuTh Oeny! — Thl Tak MHOTO
ycresa y3Hath oT llep6aroii!

— OHa mnpekpacHbii yuuTenb! — orBeTwaa l[lemnesromka M, OTPSXHYB
IIIepCTKY OT CHera, 3aKOBbUIsiia B oBpar Bcjes 3a O6saukom. OTHerpuB Moiiesn
psiioM, ellle Ch/bHee 3aMe[yisisl Iiar, uToObl He 3aCTaB/IsTh ee BbIOWBAThCS U3
CUJL.

Ha stor pa3 Ilenentoiika 3ameTuna ero XMTpoCTb. — 3Haelllb, MOsI Jiara
y)Ke COBCeM 3a)Kuja, — THUXO CKasajia oHa. — OueHb He XOYeTCs MOKWJAaTh
[lepbatyto, Aa, BUAHO, npuzeTcs. He Mory ke s BCIO XKU3Hb MPOCUIETb OKOJIO
Hee! — OHa ocTaHOBWIaCh U nocmoTrpesia Ha OrHerpuBa. O30pHBIE MCKOPKH
rorac/id, v Terepb B Tonyboii 6e3nHe ee a3 OrHerpvB BU/es /WL 00/b U
TOCKY. — $1 He 3Haro, 4TO MHe fesartb. OrHerpuB BBITSHYJ/ICS U HEXKHO MOTepCs
mekoii o ee 1jeky. — CuHss 3Be3fia 3HaeT. OHa momoxet Tebe. — MoskeT
ObITh, — KuBHY/A [Tenentoiiika. — CKOJIbKO ce0st TIOMHIO, 51 BCeT/ia XoTesa ObITh
noxoxkelt Ha CuHioro 3Be3ny. OHa OyaropoziHasi, OHa TIOCBSITW/IA TIJIEMeHU BCHO
CBOIO KW3Hb... HO Kak 1 MOTy MOC/IYy>XUTb MoeMy ruiemeHu? Kakod OT MeHs
TIPOK?

— He 3Haro, — nipusHasicsa OrHerpus.

’Ku3Hp KOTa IIeMeHW Tipefle/ibHO Mpocrta. M3 fgeTrckor — B mellepy
YUYeHUKOB, TOTOM TIOCBSIlleHWe B BOWHBL, a [0 [JOCTWKEHHWU TOYTEHHOIO
BO3pacTa — 3ac/ly>KeHHbIN TMOKOM B 00IjecTBe cTapedinH. OrHerpuB HUKOTZA
He 3a/lyMbIBaJICsl, KaK CK/1a/IbIBaeTCsl KM3Hb Y TeX, KTO M0 KaKUM-TO NPUYMHaM
BbIMIa/laeT K3 3TOW pasMepeHHOM >U3HU. UTO ocCTaeTcs [JesaTh KajeKaw,



KOTOpble He MOT'YT XOAWUTb B [1030p, HE MOTYT OXOTUTBbCS U CPaaTbCsl, Kak
nofiobaeT BouHam? Jlake KODOJIeBbl, BbIXa)KUBAIOILe KOTST, KOTAA-TO ObLIN
BOMHAMU 1 00yYasiiCh 3alUIlaTh CBOUX JleTeHbIIIIel.

[Tenesntoiiika Obisia Xpabpoii ¥ YMHOM, [0 HECUACTHOTO C/lydasi Ha Jopore
OHa ToTOBa ObLla TIOCBATUTH TIJIEMEHW BCIO CBOHO YHEPTUI0 U TIPe/JaHHOCTb.
Hey>xenmu Bce 3TO JO/DKHO Tiporiactb gapoM? «Bo Bcem BuHOBar Koroth, —
MpayHO TogyMan OrHerpuB. — OTO OH TOCTaBWJI METKU CJIMIITKOM O/IM3KO K
I'pemsiiiert Tpone! Bce u3-3a Hero!» — Tbl go/mkHa moroBoputTh ¢ CuHeH
3Be30i1, — pewnst oH. — [lorpocu y Hee coBerTa.

— JlagHo, — kusHy/a Ilemesronika. — Ilenesromka! — mpepsBan ux
Pa3roBOp OTYastHHBIM BU3T O6sauka. — Vv TOCMOTPU, UTO s Halliesn!

— Wpy! — Ilenenroiika 3aKOBbUISAIA K MaJIbIILTY.

Ha xomy oHa obepHynack kK OrHerpuBy U HeBecel0 TMOIIyTUIA: —
Haperocs, 5T0 He siJ0BUTHIM nacyieH!

OruerpuB nocmotpen ed Bcied. OH Bced Aymion Hazesiics, yto CuHss
3Be3ga nomoxer Ilenemtowike HawWth [locToliHOe MecTO B ruieMeHU. CUHSA
3Be3/a — BeJIMKasl MPeIBOAUTEeTbHUILIA, MPOC/IaBUBILIasi Ce0si He TOBKO OTBAaroiu
B 005X, HO U HEYCBIMHOM 3a00TOM 0 CBOMX KOTax.

OrHerpuB HEBOJILHO B3/I0XHYJ, BCIIOMHUB, KaK [peABOAUTE/bHULIA
pas303/1M/achk Ha Hero, Korja OH nepeckasas ed nucroputo Jlyxunpel. [louemMy oHa
noBesia cebsi Tak crpaHHO? [loueMy ucTopusi 0 ABYX KoTstax u3 ['po3oBoro
IJIeMeHM HAaCTOJIbKO MOTPSC/a ee, YTO OHAa 3aKpbula I[Vla3a Ha MpecTyIJIeHue
Kortsi?! OrHerpyvB moMoTaja TOJIOBOM W mollen AOroHATh [lememtomky. $IcHO
ogHo — y CuHeli 3Be3ibl eCThb Kakasi-TO TailHa, U TIPOHUKHYTb B Hee eMmy,
BU/IMO, He CY>K/IeHO.



I'naBa VIII

OrherpuB J/exaa B JeTCKOW, He CBOJAS IVia3 C KPOLIEYHbIX KOTAT, >KaJHO
COCyLIIMX CBOIO MaTh. [oproCTh M BOJIHEHWe MeperojiHa/In ero cepaue. Ilepen
HUM Jexano Oyaymiee I'po3oBoro miemenu! BHe3anmHO B TamsiTU y Hero
11IeBe/IbHY/IOCh KaKoe-TO CMyTHOe coMHeHue. B I'Do3oBoM riemeHH He ObuIO
TaKUX MajieHbKUX KOTAT! OTKyza OHU B3syiMch? OH OTOpBaj B3IVIAJ OT KOTHT,
yToObl MOCMOTpPeTh HAa WX MaTh, HO YBHUJEJ] JUIIb [epeIuBaoIlyoCs
cepeOpUCTO-Cepyto IIepCTKY. Y KOposieBbl He ObLIo uiial

OrnHerpuB monepxHy/csd KpUKOM. [lapann30BaHHBIM y>KacOM, OH CMOTpeJI
Ha KOpOJIeBY, HO ee OuyepTaHus BAPYI Hada/ld pacIlibIBaTbCd U TasATb BO ThMe.
Korara 3amreBenuivce W TPOMKO 3alMilla/ii OT CTpaxa Y OLWHOYeCTBa.
HanereBlinii OTKyZa-TO TOPBIB JIeJSHOTO BeTpa MIHOBEHHO YHeC TeIlible
3amaxu fieTckoil. OrHerpuB BCKOUMI U Opocuiicst Tyaa, OTKYy/ja JTOHOCUJICS TTUCK
0eCriOMOIITHBIX KOTST, HO BOKPYT Hero Oblja JIMIllb ThMa, POHKU3aHHAas BETPOM U
xojiofoM. — {1 He BHWXKY Bac! — B oTuasgHUM 3akpuuyaa oH. — ['ne BbI?! Bapyr
OTKYyZIa-TO TIPOJIMJICSI CHOIT MSITKOTO 30JI0TUCTOTO cBeTa. [Ipsimo mepen coboii
OrHerpus yBuzien Koliky. OKomo ee jiar CBepHy/IMChb KoTsATa. OH cpasy y3Haj
[Tectponuctyro. OrHerpuB OTKPbUI PpOT, 4YTOObI 3aroBOPUTb C Hel, HO
Lle/IMTe/IbHULIA JIMIIb C HeCKPbIBAEMOM HEXHOCTBIO TMOCMOTpesa Ha Hero u
vcyessa. OrHerpy¥B OUHY/ICA U TIOHSJI, UTO JIEKUT Ha MOLCTU/IKE HU3 MXa B
rierriepe BOUHOB.

— MoskeT, repecTaHelllb opatb? — 3/100H0 cripocun [IpiM. — Tbl HUKOMY
cnath He fAaeiiib! OrHerpuB cen. — [IpocTy, — npob6opMoTan OH, He CBOAS T7ia3
C LeHTpa meimiepbl, rge o0biyHO cran Korotb. OpHaXKAbl Tiamiatail yxke
KaJsioBasICs Ha TO, UTO KpUKU OrHerpusa He [at0T eMy CIiaTh 10 HOYaM.

K cuacteio, Kortss He 6bu10. Cyzsi TI0O CBeTY, TIPOHHKAIOIIEMY B TIEIIepy
CKBO3b CIJIeTeHHe BeTBel, yTpo ObLIo B camoM pa3rape. OrHerpuB TOPOILTUBO
HayaJl BbI/IM3bIBAThCS, CTapasiCb CKPBITh OT [IbIMa, HACKOJILKO MOTPSC ero TOJIBKO
yTo yBUJIeHHBIM COH. Kakue-To TmiepernyraHHble, OpoOIlleHHbIe KOTSTA...
YiCYe3HyBlIasg MaTb. UTO 3TO MOIVIO 03HayaTh? BO3MOXKHO, 3TO nipopoyectBo? Ho
0 yeM? 1 o koM? B I'p030BOM myieMeHU HeT TakKuxX MajleHbKUX KOTAT! Bujg, uto
OrHerpuB 3aHSIT yMbiBaHUeM, [IbiIM OpPOCH Ha HErO WCIIeTIeNSIOIIUN B3I U
ypaanuacsa. OrHerpuB OCTa/iCd OAWH, eC/IM He CuvTarTh CrAlux BerporoHa u
HonroxBocta. KpyToboK TOXe Kyha-To 3armpornacTuics. OTHErpuB  TOJIBKO
Terepb 3aMeTH/I ero OTCYTCTBUEe, a MOTPOraB JIeJsHYI0 IIOCTUIKY, 3all0f03puJI,
yTo /Ipyr BooOIile He HoueBas B Tiellepe. «beran Ha cBujanue Kk CepebOpsiHKe!»



— poragancs oH. OH 1aBHO CMUPWIICS C yBJ/IeYeHHWeM /Jpyra, HO HUKaK He MOr
nepecTtaTb 6ecriokouThbCs 3a Hero. Kak mpocto Bce ObII0 paHbllle, KOrZid OHU C
KpyTo60okom ObLi yueHUKamu!

OrHerpuB TIPOCYHYJ/ TOJIOBY MeX/y BETOK W YCTaBWJ/ICS Ha 3aCbINlaHHbIN
CHEeroM Jjiarepb, CBepKarollMK B JlyyaxX XOJIOLHOrO 3UMHero cosHua. Korzma ke,
HaKOHel], HaCTYIUT MoTervieHUe?! B 3apoc/iax Kpanusbl 3aBTpakasna [lecuaHas
byps. — Ilpuset, OrHerpuB! — Becesio KpukHysna oHa. — [lomeBenvBaics,
ec/Iid Xouelllb Io3aBTpakaTte! TaM yke mouTv HUYero He ocrasoch! Oruerpus
TIOYYBCTBOBaJ/, Kak B )KMBOTe y Hero 3aypyaso. EcTe xoTenoch Tak, OyATO OH
roJiofia/l HecKo/bKO yH. OH BBICKOUYM/I U3 TIelepkl, Mofdekan K Kyde efbl U C
coxaneHueM yb6enwicsi, uto I[lecuaHasi Bypsi oka3anach rpaBa — Ha 3emiie
CUPOT/IMBO BaJISiZIOCh HECKONbKO CheloOHBIX KycoukoB. OH BbiOpan cebe
CKBOpLIA M TOHEC ero B KpamnuBy, uTOObI T03aBTpakaTh BMecTe C IlecuaHoii
Bypeii. — CeropHsi TIpuzieTcsl Kak CjeflyeT MOOXOTUThCSl, — IpOYaBKal OH C
ToJIHBIM pTOoM. — BypaH u Kuctouka y»xe yIuiv v B3sii C OO0 CBOUX HOBBIX
YUEeHUKOB, — OTKJIMKHYy/Iach Ilecuanas bypsa. — llapanka u BecHsHKa IpocTo
TPSIC/IUCH OT HeTeprieHwus!

NnrepecHo, KpyTtobok moragasncs B3s1h [lanopoTHrka Ha oxoty? He ycrien
OrHerpuB mogymatb 00 3TOM, KaK yBUjeN PbDKET0 KOTHWKA, BbiOeraroiiero us3
reliepbl yueHUKoOB. [1armopoTHUK OBICTPO OIJIsiiencss U, CHUKHYB, TIOTPYCHI K
Oruerpusy.

— Te1 He Bugen Kpyroboka? — cripocun oH. — K coxaneHuto, HeT, —
orBeTW1 OrHerpuB. — OH Y1en paHblile, yeM s IPOCHYJICS.
— BeuHo ero Hetr! — yHBUIO moXKasnoBascsa llarnmopotHuk. — Ecmu Tak

rouiet, beicTponan craHeT BOMHOM paHblie MeHs. UM Ilapanka ¢ BecHsiHkou
TOXe. ..

— He roBopu epyHzapl! — ob6opBan ero OrHerpuB, UyBCTBYs BHe3alHbIN
npuuB 3710cTU Ha KpyToboka ero miaimHu ¢ Cepebpsinkoil. Hu ofiviH BOMH He
VMeeT mpaBa Tak 0e300pa3HO OTHOCUTLCS K CBoeMy yueHUKy! — Thl Jenaenib
Oosbilivie ycriexd, — TIpUoOOApPUI OH Masibliia. — Ec/iu Xouelllb, MOKelllb
CeroJHs MOWTH Ha 0XOTYy co MHOM. — Criacu6o! — mnoBecesien1 [TanmopoTHUK.

— W g c Bamu! — o6bsiBuna IlecuaHasi Bypsi, TOPOT/IMBO TpoOT/IaThiBast
TOC/IeIHUIM KyCOUeK CBOero 3aBTpaka. BeICTpo 00/MM3HYBIIMCH, OHA TMepBOM
Opocusiack K MariopOTHUKOBOMY TYHHEJII0, BeyIlleMy U3 jiarepsi B Jiec.

— Hy-ka, IlanopotHuk! — OK/IMKHY/n Masbiiia OrHerpuB, Korza OHU
OUyTU/IMCh BO3J/Ie OBpara /i TpeHUPOBOK. — CKakKu-Ka MHe, I7ie JIyyllle BCero
vckate auub? — Ilop mepeBbsamu! — otuekaHws1 [lanmoOpOTHUK U MOATBEpAUII
CBOU C/I0Ba B3MaX0OM XBOCTa. — TaM MOXKHO HalTu Mbliiieii U 6eok! OHU YacTo
VILYT Ha 3emJie opexu wiu cemeHa. — OminyHO! — moxBanun OrHerpuB. —



[aBaii-ka npoBepuM, TaK Ji1 3TO?

Bce Tpoe paBuHynuch BAoib oBpara. Ilo gopore OHM HaTKHY/IUCH Ha
YepHoOypky. KoponeBa ntob6oBanach CBOMMU KOTSTaMU, Pe3BSIIUMUCS B CHETY.

— MarsbiiiiaM T10/1e3H0 Pa3MsITh JIarKH, — rosicHuaa YepHoOypka. — W3-
3a 3TOr0 CHeroriajia OHU J0JIr0 CU/e/U B3alepTy U COBCEM M3BeJIUCh!

O06/1auKo TOP/0 CTOST MO, TUCOBBIM ZIEPEBOM U C BaXKHBIM BUJIOM 00BSICHSIT
CBOUM TIpUEMHbIM OpaTWIliKaM, YTO KpacCHble SITOJKA Ha3bIBAlOTCS CMEpTh-
AroflaMy, T03TOMY WX HUKOTJa-HUKOTZA Hesb3ss Opatb B poT. OTHerpuB enBa
caepKal cMmex W ObICTpo TpoOe)kaq MHMO, Ha XOAy T[O03/[J0POBAaBILIKCH C
MavibILLIaMH.

Ha BepiivHe XonMa cHera ObLIO TOpa3/0 MeHbIlle, ueM BHM3Y, a MOf
KODHSIMU JlepeBbeB TO TyT, TO TaM TeMHe/lu KI0UkKu Oypoil miuHbL. Tpoe
OXOTHUKOB TIipurnasvd K 3emse, U OrsHerpus cpasy ke yC/bllan LIOPOX
KpOIIIeUHbIX jarnokK. [Taxio Melikoi. OH Bech TI0Z00pasICs ¥ CKOJTb3HY/ BIiepe/,
elBa KacasiChb JariaMd 3eM/d, uToObl He CHOyrHyTh [A00bidy. Hudero He
To/io3peBarolljasi MbIIIKA CHZie/la CIUHOW K OXOTHHMKY U 0ecreyHo rpbi3fa
ymaBiliee ceMmeuko. [IpuOAM3MBINMCE HA [AUHY OAHOrO XBOCTa, OrHerpuB
TIDBITHY/T — U TOPXKeCTBYIOIlle 00epHy/Cs K APY3bsiM, CKMMasi B MAaCTHA CBOHO
N00BIUYy.

— CnaBHbli ynap! — opobpuna Ilecuanass Bypsi. OrHerpuB 3abpocar
yOuTyt0 MBIIIKY 3emseid, uToObl 3abpaTb TMOMOIKe, U TOCMOTpes Ha
[TanmopoTHUKa.

— Tobl cnepyrouqui! [lanopoTHUK ropAO TOAHS TOMOBY U JBUHYJICA
BIlepesl, pbICKasd Ivla3aMyd M0 CcTopoHaM. OrHerpuB cpasy 3aMeTW1 UYepHOro
[p03/a, [1eJIOBUTO KJIeBaBLIero Arofbl BO3/le KyCTHMKA OCTPOJIMCTA, HO PeLInI
npomosuatk. K cuactbto, [1arnopoTHUK cam 3amMeTus 10061y, MezjieHHO, I11a’KOK
3a IIa)KKOM, OH Hayasl TpUOMKaThCsl K KyCTy UM, HaKOHell, 3amep, BbDKU[asl.
OrHerpuB BUje/I, KaK KOJIBILIETCSI OT HalpsUKeHWUs] PbDKUAKM 3arpUBOK KOTHKA, U
TIOHSJI, UTO T1ay3a CJ/IMILKOM 3aTsAHy/Iack. [Ipo3z mouysia oracHOCTh U B3JieTesl, HO
[TaropoTHUK BCe ke yCriesl TIPbITHYTh €My BCJieJl M CHUJIbHBIM ylapoM cOum Ha
3eMJIO.

[TpwkaB mOObIYY J/1arioi, OH BUHOBATO MoBepHyscs K OrHerpuBy. — 1
I1JIOXO paccyuTas, — IMpuU3sHal oH. — CJIMILKOM [O/Iro BbDKUAN, Aa?

— Iloxanyu, — kuBHy1 OrHerpuB. — Ho He paccrpauBarics! Tbl monman
ero, 3To rnaBHoe! — Korza BepHeMcsi, OTHECH CBOEro Jpo3ja CTaperiumHaM, —
BcTaBuia [lecuanas byps. [1annopoTHUK ITpocUsiL.

— Koneuno! ... — Hauan ObI7I0 OH, HO TYT U3 OBpara [OHeCCs 4ei-To
I'POMKMM UCITyTaHHBIA BU3T.

— IToxoke, KpUUUT KOTEHOK! — 1moANpbIrHy/1 OrHerpus.



He pa3bupasi moporu, oH Gpocuics Ha KpuK. IlamopotHuk u IlecuaHas
byps Hecmch, cyiefjoM 3a HUM. BeuleteB u3-3a  JepeBbeB, OrHerpus
BCKapabkaJicsi Ha rpeGeHb X0/IMa ¥ TTIOCMOTpe/T BHU3.

— Besnvkoe 3Be3gHoe 1utemsi! — BbigoxHyna [lecuanas byps. [Ipsmo mof
HUMHU, Ha JIHe OBpara IeBeu/ICsi KaKoW-TO OrPOMHBIN uepHO-0esiblii 3Bepb. B
C/IeAYIOLIYI0 CeKYHAY B HOC y[apu/ pe3kuit 6apcyuuii 3amax. Hukorza ripexkze
OrHerpvBy He [OBOAWIOCH BHUZeTb 0OapCyKa, 3aTO OH YacTO CJIbIad, Kak
XUILHUK IIYMHO BO3UTCS B KycCTax. Terepb ke uyauiile ObLI0O cOBCeM OM3KO.
3aryCTUB OTPOMHYIO Jlally C KPHOYKOBAaTbIMU KOI'TSIMU B Paclie/MHy CKaJbl,
bapcyk TbITajiCs BbIllapanaTth OTTy[a TpPOMKO BepeiaBiiero O6mauko! —
OrsHerpuB! — Bomun kKoteHOK. — Ha momorts! [Ipokb mipobexxana 1o Temry
OrHerpuBa, TMOJHUMasi AbIOOM KaKIyr IepcTUHKY. He pa3aymbiBasi, OH
TIPLITHY/1 B OBpar, NIpYces U B3MeTHY/I BBepX IepejHue Jiaribl, IPUrOTOBUBIIMCH
K 6oro. Kpaem r71a3a oH ycrien 3aMeTuTh Oeryiux BHU3 T0 CKJIOHY Apy3ei.
Pa3MaxHyBIIIMCh, OH TIOJIOCHY/ 0Oapcyka KOrTsiMu 1o 00Ky, OrpomHbIN 3Bepb
B3peBes OoT Oosiv U 00OepHY/Cs, OCKalUB CTpailiHbie 3yObl. HecMOTpsi Ha CBOMO
TPy3HOCTb, 0apCyK oOKa3ajacsi O4yeHb TMPOBOPEH M HeNpeMeHHO moiMan Obl
OrHerpuBa, ecnu ObI ogocTieBIMi [1almOpOTHUK He TIOACKOUN/ K HeMy COOKy U
He y/lapu/i KOr'TSIMU T10 MOp/le, CTapasich BbIllapararh 11a3a. bapcyk 6pocuscs Ha
obuauvka, HO IlecuaHass Bypsi yke moBuC/ia Ha HeM, BMUBLIWCh 3ybaMu B
3afHIOI0 Jary. bapcyk ¢ cwioii pBaHyncs, cOpocun c cebsi KOLIKy WU
TepeKyBbIPHYJICS Uuepes IOJIOBY.

OrHerpuB ObLN y>Ke HarotoBe. BHITTYCTHUB KOI'TU, OH CHOBA yZapu 3Bepsi B
O6ok. Ha cHer 3akariaiu TiepBbie ajible Karid. bapcyk 3apeBesl U MOTISITUIICS.
[lecuanasi byps mopaHssack € 3eMaM W 3amiumnesa. ITOoro 0apCyk yke He
Bbllep>Kasl. Pe3ko TMOBepHYBIIMCh, OH OpOCU/ICS HayTeK, CUJILHO Xpomasi Ha
MIPOKYIlIeHHY0 Hory. OrHerpuB 6pocusics K O6/auky.

— Kak T1bI? PaHeH? Bechb Jpoka, MasbIlll Koe-KaK BbIOpasiicsa U3
pacijenvuHbl. — H-Her.

OrHerpuB c obsierueHreM B3JJOXHY/I.

— UYto cnyuunock? I'me YepHobypka? — He 3Haro! CHauasa Mbl UTpasiy,
TIOTOM $1 TIOBEPHYJICS — BOKPYT HUKOro Het! Torzma s peluns MOWTU TTOMCKAThb
Tebsi, a TaM BAPYr — 0apcyk... — KOTeHOK UCMyraHHO MUCKHY/I U CXKaJiCs B
KOMOUEeK, YPOHUB I'0JIOBY Ha JIAllKU.

OrHerpvB BBITSHY/ 1I€f0, uTOObl 00/M3aTh Masiblllla, HO YC/bIIIas
B3BOJIHOBaHHbIU rosyioc [lecuanou bypu:

— Cwmotpu, Or"erpuB! OH o0b6epHysicsa. [1aroOpOTHUK HETIOABMXKHO JieXKasl
Ha 60Ky. KpoBb Tek/ia U3 ero 3a/iHeli jiaribl, OKpalliuBasi CHeT.

— Huuero cTpaiHoro, — npoCTOHas OH, MbITAsICh MOLHATHCS.



— Jlexxu! MebI ceituac mocmotpum! — Besnena Ilecuanas bypsi. OrHerpus
nozbexxan K yueHUKY U ObicTpo ocmoTpen paHy. K cuacTblo, oHa OKa3asach
JJIMHHOM, HO He T/TyOOKOM, a KpOBOTeUeHUe TIOUTH MPeKPaTHIoCh.

— 3Be3gHOe 1IeMs XpaHUT Tebss! — ¢ obseryeHueM B3JOXHYI
OrnerpuB. — TbI criac MeHs1 0T 3y60B 3Toro BoHrouku! Thl HacTosIIMI Xpabpetl,
[TannopoTHUK!

['ma3a MasIeHBKOI'0 y4eHHKa BCIIbIXHY/IU OT PafO0CTH.

— Kakoii 51 xpabperj! — cmyTtuncs oH. — $ fiayke mofymaTb HU O UeM He
ycne!

— Te1 moctynui, Kak Hacrosiuii BouH! — mopgepxkana IlecuaHas
Bypsi. — Ho oTkyza 6apcyk mor B3sTbCs 37ech cpeiu Oena gHsi? OHU Befb
OXOTATCA M0 HoyaM! — HasepHoe, oronozas, Kak U Mbl, — IIPeJII0JIOKHUII
OrHerpuB. — VHaue OH HU 3a UTO He Haraj Obl Ha TAKOTO KPYITHOTO 3BEpPbKa,
Kak Hail Ob6nauko. — OH MOBepPHY/ICS K KOTeHKY U OepeXkKHO TMOCTaBU/I ero Ha
narbl. — [Tomwm B nareps! [lecuanas byps nomora [1arnopoTHHUKY ITOAHATECS C
3eMJ/IM U TIOIIJIa PSIZIOM, JIOXKU/asiCh, TIOKa OH BCKapabKaeTCsi BBEPX IO CKJIOHY.
OrnerpuB 1men c OO6raukoMm, KOTOpPBIM, BOMpeKH OOBIKHOBEHHIO, CTapascs
JlepKaTbCsl KaK MOXKHO O/vKe K HEMY.

B3o6pagiiics Ha xonM, oHu yBujenu YepHoOypky. KoposieBa MeTasnach
BO3JIe Jjlarepsi, OTYassHHO BBIKPHMKMBAs MMs CBOero npuemsiiia. BcrpeBoxkeHHbIe
KPUKaMH, el HaBCTpeuy CTa/ld BbICHINAaTh U Jpyryve KOoTbl. OTHerpuB ycIiesn
3ameTiTh BerporoHa u [lpiIMa, W TyT JKe T[IPUBLIYHO 3aMep, YBHU/IEB
BbL/Ie3ar0I1|ero 13 MaropoTHUKOB Korts.

YepHobypka mogibexkana Kk O6mauky v TIPUHSIaCh TOPSIUO BbIIU3bIBATh €T0,
B3BOJ/IHOBaHHO ITOBTOPSIS.

— I'me To1 Ob1? S1 Mickana TebOst oBctoay! 1 ¢ Hor cOmmach! Pa3Be MOXKHO
yberatb oT MambI?! — $I BoBce He yberas! — BO3pa3u/ KOTEHOK.

— YTO TYyT NPOUCXOAUT? — PABKHY/ KOroTh, IPOTUCKUBASCH BIIEpe/.

[Toka OrHerpuB pacckasbiBal O HarmaZieHud 0Oapcyka, YepHoOypka
TIPO/IoJXKaa SIPOCTHO MPUT/IaKUBaTh SI3bIKOM pacTpernaHHyto 1epcTky Obmauka.

— MB&I ero mniporHanu, — 3akoHuua OrHerpuB. — [lamopoTHUK Bes cebs,
KaK HaCTOSILLIUA BOUH.

Korore 1mo-mipekHeMy He CBOAW/I C Hero TrOpsLUX JKeaTbIX I71a3, HO
OrHerpvB CITOKOMHO Bblfiep>Kasi ero B3mis[. Ha 3TOT pa3 emy Heuero Obuio
CTBIIUTHCS Y OH He UyBCTBOBaJI Cebsi BUHOBATHIM.

— Ornpasisiticsi K [llep6aroii v MoKaXkul e CBOIO Jiarty, — BeJies Ivialiarai
[TanopoTHUKy. — UTo e Kacaetcsi TeOsi... — OH 00epHyJICS U yrpoxKarolie
cmepun mazamu O6sauko. — Kak Thl cMes rofiBeprarh cebst Takoi 0macHOCTH? !



Wnu Tl cuuTaelllb, YTO y HAIlIUX BOWHOB HET APYTUX e/, KpOMe KakK CriacaTh
TeOs1?! O6/1auK0 pOOKO TIPMyKaJl YILIKH K TOJIOBE.

— IIpocTtu meHs, Korots. {1 He Xoreun...

— He xoten on! Heyxenu Tebsi 0 cUX TOp He HAyuWwId ueMy-HUOYIb
Oosiee TIO/IE3HOMY, UeM MOCTOSIHHO BBSI3bIBAaThCSI BO BCSIKKE HEMPUSITHOCTU?

— OH elje COBCeM Masbllll, — JIACKOBO Bo3pasuna YepHoOypKa,
YKOPU3HEHHO TJIsI/Isl Ha T7lalliaTasi CBOMMU CBET/ILIMU 3e/IeHbIMU I1a3aMu. KoroThb
oijepun 3yObl u 3ammrnen. — Manbin! [a oT 3TOro Masbiiia 0oJiblie
HEeMNpPUATHOCTeW, YeM OT BCeX OCTa/bHbIX KOTSIT, BMeCTe B3sThix! — 3aopain
oH. — [Ipuiiiyio BpeMsi ripernoziaTh emMy Xopoluii ypok! /IaBHO mopa MpuUCTaBUTh
ero K KakomMy-HUOynb Tiosie3Homy feny! OrHerpuB OTKDbUT POT, UTOOBI
OpoCUTbCA Ha 3all[UTy TUIeMsiHHUKA. Bo-miepBbix, OO6sauko moman B Oeny
CJlyyaliHO, a BO-BTOPBIX, TEPEXUTHIM yXKac CTaJl eMy XOpDOIIMM YPOKOM 3a
Hernocsyiianue. He xBatut mu ¢ manbima? Ho Korote He fgan emy u cjioBa
BCTaBUTh.

— C cerognsimHero [Hs Oyzelllb yxaKuBaTh 3a CTapedMHamu! —
nipuka3an oH O6sauky. — Byzelllb BBIHOCUTh TPsi3HbIe MOCTeU U MPUHOCUTH
CBEXXUM MOX Ha HOBbIe TMOJCTWIKU. [IpoBepsifi, OBOMBHO /M y HUX e[lbl,
BBITAaCKMBAM KJielleil u3 1epCTHu. ..

— Kuemei#i?! — BockiukHyn O6mauko, OT OTBpalljeHUsi 3a0bIB 0 CTpaxe
niepe/, raiiaTaeM. — C KakoW CTaTy s AO/DKeH 3TUM 3aHUMaThcs? [louemy oHU
camu He MOTYT UCKaTh CBOUX Kiieliei!

— TlotoMy uTO OHU cTapeiivHbl, — mnpoiuurnen Korote. — Eciu Thl
XOuelllb KOTZa-HUOy[b CTaTb YYeHWKOM, Tebe MpHUAETCS XOPOIIeHbKO yCBOWTh
3aKOHbI TileMeHUu. — OH THeBHO mocMoTpen Ha O6sauko M 3aKOHUWI: —
OtnpaBnsiiics HeMezyieHHO. W He cMeli ocrtaBisaTh paboty 06e3 Moero
paspelueHus!

OO6nauko fep3K0 TMOAHSJ TOJIOBY, HO He TOCMes BTOPOW pa3 BO3pPa3UThb
T7aiatai. BoeiepkaB rpo3Hbii B3mis Korts, oH MOBepPHY/CS U KUHYJICS B
TyHHe/b. YepHOOypKa C TOpeCTHBIM KPUKOM OpOCH/ach BCJIe]] 3a HUM.

— $1 Bcerma ObUT MPOTHUB TOTO, UTOOBI MPUHOCUTH B TIIEMS JIOMAIlTHUX
koTsiT! — (bIpkHyn Korots. OH obpatasncst K JJpIMy, HO TIpH 3TOM He CBOJWI
rna3 ¢ OrHerpuBa, sIBHO BbI3biBasi ero Ha criop. OTHerpuB OTBEpPHY/ICS. —
Mo, TTarnopoTHUK, — TUXO CKasaj OH, Mofapssisg rHeB. Ceiluac OH He MOT
T03BOJ/IUTEL cebe OTKPBITO cienuThcsi ¢ Kortem. — $1 momory Tebe AoiTH /10
[IIep6atoii.

— A g BepHyCb U mozbepy Haiy Ao0biuy! — mpeanoxuia IlecuaHas
Bypsi. — Hajietoch, Bbl He XOTUTe, YTOObI 3TOT OapCyuuilie Halllesl ee U Coman?

C 3TUMU C/I0BaMH OHA KUHY/IaCh BBEPX M0 CKJIOHY.



— Cnacubo! — KpukHyn el Bcien OrHerpyB M ToBes IlaropoTHHKa B
narepb. C KaXKJbIM IIaroM Y4YeHUK XpOMaJjl BCe CWJ/IbHee U BbIIVIAAe/l OueHb
u3MydeHHbIM. [lozmorias kK TyHHemto, OrHerpuMB W3yMJIeHHO TmonsaTtuiacs. U3
narepsi, B compoBoxaeHuu IllepbaToli, Mez/ieHHO BBIXOAWI XBOCTOJIOM.
OxpansiBiive ero Yacrokon wu  JlonroxBocT ©Oexkanu C3a[u, CEpAUTO
TieperoBapuBasiCb MeXX1y COOOM.

— Jo/KHO OBITh, MBI CIIATH/IM, €C/TA pa3pelllaeM eMy Takhe BOJIbHOCTH! —
Bopua [Jo/roXBoCT. — A Hy KakK OH COeXXUT?

— Kyna on c6exxut?! — npukpukHysa Ha Hero Lllepbarasi. — Ckopee exxu
nosieTsT! Uto 3a 6e3MO3I/Iblii KOMOK IlepcTu! — MpoBopuana OHa, OCTOPOXKHO
crpebasi cHer C TJIaIKOTO KaMHsl. PacuucTuB T/IONIQ/IKy, OHa ToJBera K Hei
XBocTtosioMa. TOT Mosua cesi, TIOACTaBUB COJIHLY OCJIENIYI0 MOPAY, U *aJHO
BTSIHY/1 HO3/]PSIMU 3UMHUU BO3AYX.

— CerofHs XOpOILIWW [leHeK, — TIpUroBapuBajia CTapyxa, TeCHO
TPWXKUMAsICh K HEMY, U TOJIOC ee IpOXKal OT HeXHOCTU: — CKOPO CHEeXXOK-TO
pactaeT W HauHeTrcsi ce30H FOHbIX JIMcTheB. B necy OyneT IO/HBIM-TIONHO
JKUPHOW U BKYCHOU InuM. BOT TOrma-To Thl COBCEM IMOIPABUIILCS, BEPHO?

Cnyiasi ee nackoBoe 6opmoranve, OrHerpyB BCTIOMHU/I O TOM, O YeM He
3Ha/l HU OWH KOT. [Jake cam XBOCTOJIOM He J0rajblBajcs, 4YTO CTapas
LleJIATe/IbHULIA TIPUXOAUTCS €My pPOJHOW Marepblo. BhIBIIMU TpegBOAUTE b
HETIO/[BWKHO CHZe/1 Ha KamHe, Ge3yuacTHbIM K A00pbIM cioBam Illepbaroii.
3arnisiHyB B I71a3a crapyxu, OrHerpuB Ipoyes B HUX TaKyr 00Jib, UTO HEBOJILHO
B3/IPOTHY/. 3aKOH 3ampellaeT LeJIUTe/IsIM UMeTh JleTeld, [I03TOMY B CBOe BpeMms
[I]epbaroii MPHUIIIOCH OTKA3aThCsl OT CBOEro ChIHA U OTAATh €r0 Ha BOCIUTAHUE
[Pyro KopoJjieBe. A COBCeM HeJlaBHO, KOrja IlalKa 3Be3[0/i0Ma Haraja Ha
narepb I'po3oBbix KOTOB, lllepbarasi Bbiljaparana CbIHY IVia3a, criacasi cebst u
CBOe IIeMsl.

1 Bce ke OHa Tipojo/bKana y0OKUTH XBOCTO/IOMA, XOTS TOHMMAsa, YTO
3HAUUT JIjis1 Hero He OoJibIlle, uem yr0bast pyrast Koiika u3 ['po3oBoro myiemeHu!
IToHsB 310, OTHErpUB €/Ba He pacrlakasCs OT KaJl0CTH K CTapyxe.

— S Bce pacckaxy Kortio! — B030yKgeHHO KpUKHY1 YacTokou,
B30Mpasich Ha KaMeHb, Ha KOTOpDOM cuziesl ciernoii koT. — OH He Besien
paspellarb IJIEHHUKY TOKW/aTh Jjiarepb! OrHerpuB OJHUM TIPBDKKOM OUYTUJICS
BO3JIe BOMALero KOTa, TakK, YTO ero Mopza IouTyh KOCHy/1ack ycoB YacTokona, v
3alumnesn:

— HacKko/bKO 1 TIOMHIO, Hallly TpeABOAUTE/IbHULYY [0 CErOAHSIIHero AHs
3pasii CuHeM 3Be3zoii! Kak Thl gymaellib, ube C/0BO [/ Hee OyneT 3HAUWTh
OoJibille — TBOe WM Lie/IUTeTbHULIbI TieMeHu?! YacTokos cen Ha 3aJjHUe Jiallbl,
ryObl €ro pa3JBUHY/INCh, OOHaKWB AecHbl. OTHErpuB YC/bIIAA 3a CIIMHOMU



nipefjocTeperatoiijee IurneHve IlaropoTHUKA W HArpsrcs, OXujasi HarazieHus
Honroxsocta. OpHako [llepbarast He MO3BOM/IA UM YCTPOUTH [IPAKY.

— OJT0 uto BBl TyT 3aTesyniu? Yrto crpsicnock ¢ [larmopoTHUKOM? —
BCTPEBOXKEHHO CITPOCH/Ia OHa, CBelllMBasi C Kpasi CKa/lbl CBOK) TIJIOCKYIO
T10/1I0CaTy0 MOPAY.

— Ero 6apcyk morjapanan! — o6bsichun OrHerpuB, OpPOCHB TIOCTeIHUIM
3100HBIN B3] Ha YacTtokona. Crapasi KOIIKa TSDKeJIO CIPBITHY/A CO CKaslbl U
TIPUHSLIACh TI[AaTeJIbHO OCMaTpUBaTh U 0OHIOXUBATh PAHEHYIO Jiary.

— JKutb Oyzelib! — BbIZIOXHY/Ia OHAa HakoHel]. — OTIpaB/siCS K MoOei
nieriepe. Haiizelllb TaM CBOKO CecTpy, OHa fAacT Tebe TpaB, uTOObI CZiesiaTh
npuMmouky. — Cniacubo, Illepbarasi, — wMsykHyn [larnopoTHUK ¥ 3axpoMal

TIpOYb.

OrsHerpuB mollen 3a HUM, HO MepeJ, CaMbiM BXOAOM B TYHHE/b UTO-TO
3acTaBuU/IO ero orissHyThes. [llepbarasi cHoBa Bckapabkasach Ha CKajy, ycesnach
BO3/ie XBOCTO/IOMA W TPUHSIACh HEXXHO BbUIM3bIBaTh €My IepcTb. OrHerpuB
Jla)kKe paccibIiag TUxoe O0pMOTaHue, ¢ KaKUM KOILIKA MYDJIbIUeT Haji CBOUMMU
KOTSATaMU.

Ho XBocTonoM ocTtaBajcsi mo-TipekHemy Oe3yuacteH. OH faxke He
TIOBEPHYJICS K CTapyXe U He MOIbITaICs JIU3HYTh ee B OTBET.

I'pycTHO B3#0xHYB, OTrHErpyUB HBIPHY/ B TyHHe/b. OH 3Ha/, UTO Ha CBETE
He MHOIO HaWJeTcsi y3, TNpOYHee TeX, UTO CBSI3bIBAIOT MaTh C €€ [IeTbMHU.
[Ilep6aTasi 0 CUX TOP UYBCTBYeT CBSI3b C CLIHOM, HECMOTPsI Ha BCe CTpaJjaHus,
KOTOpble TipuHec eii XBoctosmoM. OH yOun cBoero oTija, OH ObLT KPOBaBbIM
KOIIIMapoM /ijisi COOCTBEHHOTO TIJileMeHU, OH BO3IVIaBWUJI IIaliKy OpojsAr u Haras
Ha ['po3oBoe myieMss — U TeM He MeHee B KaKOM-TO YTOJIKe AYIIU OH /10 CUX T0p
OCTaeTCs /I MaTepy MajieHbKUM JTFOOMMBbIM KOTeHKOM. Tak KakuM ke 0bpa3om
Kamenb 1 HeBrMMKa OKa3anuch OT/iydyeHbl OT Matepu? Uto 3actaBuo XKenygs
NpUHeCTH uX B PeuHoe miems? Y, camoe raBHOe, oueMy B ' p030BOM myieMeHU
He MbITA/IMCh Pa3bICKaTh UX?



['maBa IX

B mnemepe Illepbaroii Ilememtorika TIpHHSAIACh KOJJOBaTh Haj, paHOM
[TaropoTHMKa, a OrHerpyBy INPUIIIOCh BHOBb TTIOBTOPUTH MCTOPHIO C HapCYKOM.
Haxkownerj [Temnesroltika yiiijia ¥ BepHy/1achk C TpaBaMU 151 IPUIIAPOK.

— Tebe nyuliie mepeHoOYeBaThb 3/ieCh, — CKa3asia oHa Opary. — Ho TbI He
BOJIHYHCSI, Uepe3 Mapy /IeHbKOB TBOsI JlarKa Oy/ieT Kak HOBeHbKast!

Ona roBopu/ia 3T0 OT YUCTOTO cep/iiia, 6e3 TeHU coXasieHHsi 0 COOCTBEHHOM
narne, KOTOPOM y»Ke HUKOTJa He CYy>KJeHO CTaTb «HOBeHbKOW». IloBepHyBIIMCH K
Oruerpugy, [Temesntoiiika coob1iiuna:

— Tonpko uro cropa 3aberanm O6mauko. Ckaszan, 4TO eMy BeJsienu
BBITACKUBATh KJIEIller y CTapyKOB. S flaia eMy HEMHOTO MBILIUHOW >KeJTUH.

— OTo0 ellje A5 yero? — rnopasuicst Oruerpus.

— KarHelis Ha Kienja, oH ¥ otBasiuTca! — noscHuna [leresnroriika, U B ee
royiyObIX T7la3aX 3arvisicad Becesible UCKOPKUA. — TONBKO TOTOM He COBETYHO
obmu3biBath manku! JKytkas ramocte! — Hagetoch, O6sauko Oyzer B
BocTopre, — cmopiquiaca OrHerpuB. — MHe Tak HeIpUSTHO, 4TO Korortb
Haka3zas ero! Pa3Be OH BUHOBAT B TOM, UTO OapCyK Harasi Ha Hero?

— Ter ke 3Haemmb, uTo c Korrem crioputh Oecrosie3Ho! — moBesa
rieunkamu Ileresnroiika.

— JT0 TOYHO, — KUBHYA OrHerpuB. — JlafHO, TOWly MOI/ISDKY, KaK OH
Tam.

E/fiBa OH CyHY/ TOMIOBY B MeIlepy CTapeMIlvH, Kak B HOC eMYy YAapui eIKAu
3arax MbIIKMHOM >xemun. Ctapbeiii be3yx siexxan Ha 60Ky, a Ob6mauko Komascs B
ero LIKype, BbIMCKUBas Kieled. Korja KOTEHOK CylyyallHO MPOJIWI HeCKOJIbKO
Karejab JKeMUud Ha BHYTPEHHIOIO TIOBEPXHOCTh CTAapUKOBCKOro Oezpa, TOT
HeJI0BOJIbHO [JepPHYJICS U 3aBOpYall:

— Ionerue, masnbi! Kortu-To nogoupaii!

— Yobpan, ybOpan! — OypkHYT KOTEHOK, IepeKOCHBIIIHUCh OT
otBpaujenusi. — Celuac, norepnu uyTb-uyTh. Bce, be3yx. bosbliie HeT.

Crapast PsibuHka, BHUMaTenbHO HaOMHOJABIIAs 3a TPOLeypOM, TOAHSIIA
r0JI0BY U mocMoTpeJsia Ha OrHerpusa.

— IllycTpeiit y Tebs rieMssHHUUYeK, OrHerpuB, — MpoIllaMKajia OHAa. —
Hetr, mMHe TBoux yciyr He TpeOyeTcsi! — oOTpe3asa OHa, KOTIjla MaslbIIl
HaTpaBWJICS K Hel C KYCKOM MXa, IPOMMUTAHHBIM JKe/Tublo. — Y MeHs, Criacubo
3Be31HOMY TUIeMeHH, Kielljeli He Bogutcs! VI Ha TBoeM MecTe si Obl He Oyauma
KpuBynio, — go0aBusa OHa, KWUBHYB Ha CTapyXy, TNPUKOPHYBIIYIO Y



[OBaJIeHHOr0 CTBOsla. — OHa-To Tebe TOuHO cracrbo He ckaket! O0J1AUKO
MI'HOBEHHO MPHUOOOAPU/ICS U pacIipaBu/I Tuieun. B melijepe ctapyukoB 60/blile He
ObLIO!

— 3HauuT, 1 MOTy WUATU? — C HaJeXJOW CIOPOCUI OH. — 3aliMelllbCsi
KpuByneii, Korga oHa MPOCHETCsl, — pa3ouapoBai ero OrHerpuB. — A TOKa
HaZl0 BBITAL[UTh OTCIOflA Tps3HbIe TOACTWIKU. [laBaii s TebGe momory. — U

CMOTpHTE, UTOOBI MOX ObIT Cyxoi! — rpoBopyasn uM Bees besyx.

BaBoeM OHM BBbITALW/IA U3 TIelllepbl Kyyd CTapoOro MxXa U BepecKa U B
HECKOJIBKO 3aX0J0B BBIBOJIOK/IM BCe 3TO 3a IpeZenl jareps. B necy Oruerpus
Bejiesl Masblllly Kak cC/iefiyeT TOTepeTh Jalku O CHeT, YTOObl CMBITb CJie/lbl
JKeJTum.

— A Tenepb MoKMJeM HapBeM CBeXero mMxa, — ckasaja oH. — [louwm! A
3HAr0 XOpolllee MeCTeyKo.

— $ ycran! — xsbikan O65auko, TOC/YIIHO TUIETSICH BCAen 3a
OrnerpuBoM. — M He X0uy 3aHUMAaTbCs1 BCIKOW raZlOCThIO!

— Tem xyke st Tebsi! — orpe3an OrHerpuB. — Bbiiiie Hoc! BoiBaeT 1
noxy>ke. f He paccka3biBan Tebe, Kak B OBITHOCTh YUEHUKOM MHe TIPUIILIOCH B
OZIMHOUKY yXa)kKuBaTh 3a [llep6aroii?

— [Ha ny?! — BbiTapauun ma3a O6mauko. — OHa Be/ib Takasi 3/roKal
HagepHoe, 11apanasa Tebsi? — Tosbko s1361koM, — paccMmesiicsi OrHerpuB. — OH
y Hee OCTPbIW, KaK KOJIFouKa!

O6nauko KOpPOTKO XMbIKHYA, U OrHerpuB ¢ obieryeHveM B3/0XHY/L.
MasbIln nepecTasn »aaoBaTbCsl, TIOMOT BBIKOIATh U3-TIOJ CHera CBeXWK MOX H,
BHUMATeJIbHO TIOT/IsA/[biBasi Ha OrHerpuBa, CTPSIXHY/ U30bITOK BJ/IaTU C 3e/IeHbIX
TMYLIVHOK.

Korga oHuM BO3Bpaljaavch B Jjiarepb C IOJHBIMUA MAacTAMU Mxa, OrHerpus
3aMeTH/I, YTO KaKOM-TO KOT BBICKOJIb3HYJI U3 TIAllOPOTHUKOB U OpPOCUIICS BBepX
1o ckioHy. Cy/is T0 OTPOMHBIM pa3MepaM U TI0JI0CaToU IIKype, 3TO ObLT He KTO
nHoM, Kak Korots!

OrHerpuB corlypus ra3a. [namaraii Ben cebsi oueHb CTpaHHO. Y BBIXOZA
13 TyHHeJIsSl OH TIOMe/IJIiJI, BOPOBATO OIJIsI/IesiCsl U CO BCeX jian Gpocusicsi 6exkaThb
BBepX M0 Ck/IOHY. OTHerpuB MOUYBCTBOBA/, KaK y Hero cjabetot marbl. UTo-TO
TYT ObLIO He Tak!

— O6nauko! — T10/103Ba OH, OMyCKasi CBOK) OXarKy MxXa Ha 3eMJIi0. —
OTHecu cTapuKaM CBOM MOX, TOTOM BO3Bpalljaiics u 3abepu Moii. 51 1o/mkeH Koe-
yTo cfenath. Tl TOHsA? O6/auko MSIYKHY/, He BBIMMyCKasi MOX W3 TacTH, U
nobexxan K TyHHesto. Korma oH ckpbiics, OTHerpyB MoBepHYJICS U 1obeskas 1o
CKJIOHY K TOMY MeCTY, 38 KOTOPbIM TOJIbKO UTO KMcue3 Korors.

['nararai y>ke CKpbLICS U3 I71a3, HO 110 CUJIbHOMY 3ariaxy U Liefouke Cjie/l0B



Ha cHery OrHerpuB 0e3 Tpyzaa orpejenui HarpaBieHue. [7laBHoe, coO/OAaTh
OCTOPOXKHOCTB M He JjaTh KOrTro 3arozf03puTh C/IeXKY.

[opoxka cienoB Beja yepe3 Bricokue COCHBI, MUMO OBpara, e »Kujl
cTtpamHbld  [IpeBorpei3. BHe3arnnHo OrHerpuMB TOHSJI, UTO  IViallaTau
HaripassisieTcsd K 3em/iM [IByHorux! OH fake 3a0XHY/ICSA OT cTpaxa. Uto eciu
Korots wuitjeT ITpuniieccy, cectpy OrHerpuBa?! MoxeT ObITb, OH TaK Pa303/IuCs
Ha OO6sauKo, YTO PeLIW/ HaracTh Ha ero Matb? OTHerpuB HUKOT[Aa HUKOMY He
pacckasbiBasl, rje kuseT [IpuHIjecca, HO TaKOMY ONBITHOMY BOUWHY, KaK Korors,
HUYEero He CTOUT HAWUTH KOLIKY IO 3araxy, COXpPaHWBLIEMYCS Ha ee KOTeHKe!
OrHerpus 3aMe/IJIWI L1Iar, CTapasiCh UATU KaK MOXKHO Me/lJIeHHee.

[TpobGerasi MMMO KyCTa yTeCHUKa, OH KpaelllKOM TI7la3a 3aMeTH/ KaKoe-TO
ObICTpOe [BWKeHWe B 3apocyisix. [IpurisieBIMch BHUMaTe/lbHel, OH 3aMeTH
KOITOIIMBIIIYIOCS [10J, KYCTOM MBILLKY.

OrHerpuB He XOTejl OCTaHaB/JIUBATLCs, HO MBIIIKA CaMa IPOCU/IACh emMy B
naribl. He pa3mymbiBasi, OH C)Kajicsi B KOMOK U MPBITHY/ Ha A00bIuy, IpUbUB ee
narioi K 3emie. [IpUIIIOCH ellje HEMHOTO 3a/lepKaTbCsl, YTOObI 3aKOTIaTh MBIIIIKY
B CHET, ¥ TOJIbKO I10CJIe 3TOr0 IPOAO/UKUTE IpecienoBaHrde Korta. OH yCcKopui
Ger, 60sICh, UTO M3-3a MBILLIKU TTPOIMYCTU/ UTO-TO OUeHb Ba’KHOE.

OO6GorHyB CTBO/ TMOBajieHHOTO [iepeBa, OTHerpuB TMOUTH HOC K HOCY
CTOJIKHYJICS C BO3BpaljaBlimnmcs Korrem.

['nararai U3yMJIEHHO OTIIPSIHYIIL.

— be3Mo3mIbli MBIIIIOHOK! — 3atumnesn oH. — YTo Thl 37eCh Jenaellb?!
[TepBbiM uyBcTBOM OrHerpuBa ObLi0o orpomHoe obnerueHve. CoBepIlieHHO
OYeBH/IHO, UTO 3a Takoe KOPOTKOoe BpeMsi Korotb HuKak He mMor go0parbcs 710
[TpuHLeCChbI ¥ IPUYMHUTS et 3710. Ho B ciiefiyronyto CeKyHZly OH yBU/e, UTO B
SIHTapHBIX IJ1a3ax I/iallaTtas FOPUT Kakoe-TO CTpallHoe rofgo3peHue. «Ho oH xe
He MOT' j0ra/iaThCs, YTO 51 3a HUM CJieuji!» — rucrnyraHHo nogymasa Oraerpus.

— d? 4... mnomen mnoxabickath Ansg OO6sauka Xopommid MOX Ha
TOACTUIKU! — BbINAaIWI OH. — A 3a0HO pellnl HeMHOI'O TTIOOXOTUThCA!

— $1 He BCTpeTWsI TYT HUKaKoU auun! — rpopbiuan Korots.

— A 4 Hallles1 ¥ Jaxke 3akKomnas 1o Jopore, — oTBeTW/ OrHerpvs, MOTHYB
TOJIOBOU B CTOPOHY, OTKY/ld TOJIbKO UTO TPULLIeJI.

— A Hy-Ka ToKa)kKu! — mpuIypusics Taiataidi. B3belieHHbI He[joBeprieM
rinamarasg, OrHerpuB 10 3araxy BepHY/ICA HasaJ M packorajl CHer Haj
CTIPSITAHHOW MBILIKOM.

— JloBonieH? I'nariataii HaCyImu/ICs, HO TpoMouasi. BuaHo 6b110, UTO eMy
OYeHb XOUeTCsl MPUAPAThCS K ueMy-HUOY/Ib, HO OH TOKa He MOKeT MPUAyMaTthb, K
yemy.

— JlagHo, — HeoXOTHO (bIPKHY/A OH. I1oTOM HarHy/n roJioBy, TMOJHSLI



ocTas/ieHHY0 OrHerpuBOM MBILLKY U, He TOBOPSI HUA CJIOBA, MOLLIe/ K Jlarepro.

OrHerpus NpoBOAUII €r0 B3IVISIZIOM U BO3BPAaTUIICA K LielloukKe 3ariaxoB. Emy
He Teprejoch y3HaTb, Kyja UMeHHO Xoaua Kororte. Bpemsi or BpeMeHU OH
HaCTOpaKuBaJl YILH, Oornacaschb, YTo KOrote MOXXeT BepHYTbCS U BBIC/IeJUTh €ro,
O[HaKO BOKpPYI BCe OCTaBajJioChb CIOKOMHO, W OrHerpMB MOHEMHOTY
paccnabuncsi. 3amax Iviamiarasi TpUBea K Orpaje, OKpY)KaBllel >KUIuIla
[JByHorux. OrHerpuB HeCKOJIBKO pa3 TMIpOLIe/cs B3aj-BIiepes, TLaTeIbHO
obHroxuBast 3emstto. CHer ObUI MCTOTNTaH MHOXK@CTBOM KollaubMXx Jjar. CresoB
ObUI0 Tak MHOrO, uTo OrHErpyuB HUKAaK He MOT B HUX pa3o0paTbcsi. OfHAKO OH
yuysi/l KakOW-TO CTpaHHbIM 3arax, M 3anax >3TOT eMy pelIuTe/lbHO He
MOHpaBWICS. $ICHO OJHO — COBCEM HeJaBHO B 3TOM MecTe I[00ObIBaIo
MHOKECTBO OYeHb CTPAaHHBIX KOTOB! Bce 3amaxu ObLTM He3HAaKOMble, BCe —
Kpowme 3araxa Korrs!

OrHerpuB Ope3riMBO TOBel HOCOM. Uy)Kuve KOTbl BOHSUIM Taanbl0 U
KaKOW-TO JpsIHBIO U3 noMoek [IByHorux! OH B 3aZlyMUMBOCTH yCeJICS Ha CHeT U
TIPUHSJICA BbUIM3bIBaTh Jianky. 3adem Korots npuxozun cropa? Ilo 3amaxy
Hesb3si ObIZIO OTpeZie/IuTh, BCTPEYAsICs I/alllaTail ¢ 3TUMUA KOTaMU WU TIPOCTO
npobexxasn no ux cinegam. OrHerpus yke cobpasicsi BO3BpalljaThbCsl B J1arephb, Kak
BJPYT YCJIbIIIA/] TPOMKHW OKJIMK 3a CITUHOW:

Ornerpus! OrHerpus!

BckouuB, oH pe3ko obepHyscs. B camom jjanbHeM KoHLe cafia JIByHOTHX,
Ha orpajie cuzena [IpuHiecca. OTHerpuB CTPeMUTEILHO OPOCUJICS K U3TOPOJH,
TIOZTIPBITHYJ U YCeJICS PSALOM.

[TpuHiiecca u3gana rayboKoe rop/ioBoe ypuaHWe U TOTepsach IIeKoW O

meky Opara. — Kakoii e Tbl cTan Xy#awouui! — BOCKIMKHY/IA OHa,
OTOJBUrasiChb OT Hero. — Thl XOPOLLIO MUTAeIIbCs?

— Hert... ¥ Hac celuac 1ioxo c enou, — npusHasics OrnerpuB. — M3-3a
X0JI0Zla U CHeroraza BCs AU4Yb MonpsrTanach.

— Tak Tbl TOMOAHBIN? — [AOMBIThIBaIaCh Cectpa. — A y MeHs JoMa

TI0/THast MUCKa efibl! Xouellib, mprHecy Tebe 1moecTh?

OrnerpuB 3akone6ascsi. I1py ofHOM MBIC/H O e/ie, 32 KOTOPOW He TIPUZeTCs
[0JIT0 OXOTUTBCS, POT ero Cpasy Haro/sHWICA caroHou. Ho 3apaBelii CMBICT B
KOHLIe KOHLIOB B3s1/1 BepX Ha/ rojiofloM. Bo-IiepBbIX, OH He CMOKeT BepHYTLCA B
Jarepb, eC/iM Bechb IIpOIlaxHeT 3arnaxamMu JIByHOrux, a camoe IJIaBHOe, UeCTb
BOoMHA TpeOoBasa CHayaja HAaKOPMUTH IIJIeMs, a YK MOTOM I[103abOTUTHCST O
cobcTtBeHHOM xenygke. — Cnacubo, IIpuHiiecca, HO 1 He Mory! — oOTKasascs
OH.

— Ho s Hagetoch, Mol OO6nauko He rosofaeT? — BCTPEBOXKU/ACh
[MpuHiiecca. — 1 y»ke HECKOBbKO AHel >y TeOsi, a Thl BCce He mipuxoauiib! Kak



TaM MOW MaJibIIl?

— OmmyHo! — 3aBeput ee OrHerpuB. — CKOPO CTaHeT YUYEeHUKOM.

[IpuHLIecca ropi0 BCKUHY/IA To/ioBY, U OTHErpuB HEBOJILHO TOexuics. OH
MpeKpacHO TMOHMUMAJ, YTO 3HAYWIO [JI1 CeCTpbl OTAAaTb CBOEro MepBeHLa B
T/1eMsi, I03TOMY He TO0CMeJ1 OropuaTh ee CBOMMU COMHEHUSIMU U TPeBOTaMH.

— OO6sauko OueHb CUIbHBIN U Xpabpbiid, — cKa3aa oH. — U yMHBIiA.

«A ellle OH 3aHOCUMBBIM, HETOC/YIIHBIM, W30a/0oBaHHBI U He yBakaeT
CTapIINX, — MPAYHO IMo/lyMas OH rpo cebs. — Ho 0H ucmpaBUTCS, KaK TOJIBKO
TIOJIyYllle Y3HaeT 3aKOHbI )KU3HU I1JIeMeHU ! »

— 51 He coMHeBarwCh, UTO M3 HEro BbIpacTeT IIpeKpaCHbId BOWMH! —
no6aBun OrHerpus.

[TpuHIiecca OBOMBHO 3aMypJibikaia. — Pa3ymeeTcs, TeM Oosiee UTo y HETo
OyzeT Takol HAacTaBHUK, Kak Tbl! OrHErpuB CMYIIIEHHO TIOIIEBeIW/ YIIIaMU.
[IpuHIlecca roJsiaraet, 4YTo emMy OueHb MPOCTO ObITb BoMHOM! OHa HUUYEro He
3HaeT O Tex TIpobsemMax, KOTOpbie CYIIeCTBYIOT BHYTPU TUIEMeHHU, He
TpejCTaB/sieT, KaK TsKe0 MPUHATH IIpaBUWIbHOEe pelleHue TOorha, Korja
C/lydaeTcsi UTO-TO, IPOTHMBOpeyvalljee 3aKOHaM U NIPUHLIUIIAM XKU3HU I1/IeMeHu!

— $1 nyuiie nobery! — msiykHy/n oH. — Kak-HuOyzb 3arisiHy eirje pa3ok!
A B ce30H FOnbIX JIucTbeB nipuBeay ¢ coboii O6mauko! — mooberrian OrHerpus.
OH OBICTPO MU3HY/ CECTPY U CIIPBITHY/ C 3abopa, C/Ibillia 3a CIIUHOM T'POMKOE
ypuanue [TpuHiiecchl. BusriMo, MbIC/b O CKOPO BCTpeue ¢ JTF0OUMBIM KOTEHKOM
o0pajioBaa ee ellje CUIbHeH, uem Oyayiiee cBuziaHue ¢ bpatom!

[To 3amaxy Kortst OrHerpuB 6pocuscst o6paTHO, He 3a0biBasi TIOTVISiZIbIBATh
10 CTOPOHaM B Iouckax guud. [locne Toro kak oH ckasas KorTro, 4To OXOTUTCH,
nyuiiie OyzeT He BO3BpalllaThCsi B Jjarepb 0Oe3 m00biun! BHesamHo [0 Hero
JIOHeCC KaKOM-TO He3HAKOMbIM 3BYK. OrHerpuB OCTaHOBWIICS Y MPHUC/IYLLIAJICS.
I'me-to Henogasneky Kamasa Boga! IloBepreB rosioBou, OTrHErpuB YyBUJEN
cepeOpUCTYIO KarlIio, MOBUCIIYIO Ha KoJtouel BeTouke. Karuis pocia Ha ria3ax
Y BeCeji0 CBepKajia Ha COJIHLIe, a MOTOM BAPYI COpBajach C BETKU U yIaja,
pacTasiB B KPOILIEUHOM JTYHKe Ha CHeTY.

OrnerpuB 3azpan ronoBy. OTOBCIHO[Yy C/bIILAJICA BeCeJbld Iepe3BOH
Karejy, TeIUIbIM B/aXHbIM BeTepOK epoLIu/ LiepcTKy. JIukyrollas pajocCTb
3aronuia cepjue. JIroTei ce30H [onbix [lepeBbeB MoaxoauT K KoHIy! Ckopo
nipyuget BpeMs FOHbIX JIvcTheB, U 1eC CHOBa HAMo/MHUTCA Auublo! HaunHaercs
oTTeriesb!



['maBa X

Bepnysuice B jarepb, OrHerpvB cpasy HaTKHy/ACA Ha CuHIOIO 3Bespy,
BBIXOZIMBIIYIO U3 JleTCKoW. OH ObICTPO MONIOXKUII CBOIO A00BIUY B 0OIIyI0 KyUuy U
rioZibexkas K Tpe/IBO/IUTe/IbHULIE.

— B uem pgeno, Ornerpus? — cripocuia Cunsig 3Be3ga. ['onoc ee 3Byyan
CTIOKOWHO, HO B HeM He ObLJIO W cJiefia TIPUBBIYHON TeryioThl. «OHa Tak U He
IPOCTU/IA MHEe pacCIpoCcoB O IIPOMNAaBIIMX KOTATax!» — YHBUIO MOAyMall
OrxerpuB. OH TOYTUTETBHO CKJIOHW/I TOJIOBY U coobimn: — CuHsis 3Be3fa, o
OXOTUJICS BO3JIe Xunuilia JIByHOrux H...

— Ilouemy uMeHHO Tam? — TiepeOuia ero TpeJBOAUTE/NbHUIA. —
OrHerpuB, MOPOM MHe KaXkKeTCsl, YTO Thbl C/IMIIKOM MHOIO BEpPTHUILILCS BO3JjIe
HOeynorux! — ... S mpocro mogymasn, yYTO TaM MOXKeT ObITh MO6OsbIIIe
fun! — rmonbiTasnca onpasaarbcsa OrHerpuB. — Tak BOT, g MOUys/I TaM 3ariax
KaKUX-TO He3HakKoMbIX KOTOB! — CuHsAsi 3Be3zma cpa3y mnocepbe3Hesa. OHa
HaCTOpPOXKWJIA YU U BHUMATE/IbHO ITIOCMOTpeJia B 171a3a OrHerpusy.

— Ckosbko ux? K KakoMy IjIeMeHU OHY TPUHA/JIexXar?

— He Mory ckasatb TOYHO, CKOJIBKO UX TaM, — Ipu3Ha/acsa OrHerpus. —
Hymaro, mTyK 1are wav wectb. Cyzad mo 3araxy, OHU He TpUHaJIexar HU K
OZTHOMY U3 JIeCHBIX T/IeMeH, — OH Ope3I/IMBO MOBesl HOCOM, BCIIOMHUB BOHb OT
cienoB. — OHM TaxX/M Tafia/ibio... 3HAUWT, 3TO ObLTM B3pPOC/ble KOTHI, a He
KoTATa!

Cunsiga 3Be3ga 3aJyMuuMBO II0CMOTpena Ha Hero, u OrHerpusB C
obsierueHreM yBU/Ie, UTO U3 ee I71a3 UCUe3/Tu CJiefibl HeIpPUsI3HU.

— 3arax cTapbli WA CBEXU1?

— JloBo/bHO cBexxvd. HO HMKAaKMX KOTOB s TaM He BHJe/l, — OTBeTUI
Oruerpus.
«Kpome Kortsin, — pobaBun oH mpo cebsi, Tak W He peLIUBIINChH

pacckasarh MpeBOAUTe/bHHULIe BCIO rpaBay. Bo-nepBeix, CuHss 3Be3/ia SIBHO He
B HAaCTPOEHUU BBICJYIIIMBaTh HOBble OOBMHEHUSsI MPOTHUB IVialllaTasi, a BO-BTOPbIX,
00BuHATL KorTsi moka He B ueM. Bo3MO)XXHO, OH BOBCe He BCTPeYascsi C ITUMU
KOTaMH, a MPOCTO Mpobexkast mo ux ciegam!

— Bo3MoXxHO, 3TO 11alika 6poasr ¢ Teppuropuu [IByHOTHUX! — 3aJyMUMBO
npotsHysna Cunss 3Be3na. — Cracubo, OrHerpuB. S pacnopspKych, UTOOBI
[I030pHbIe He CIyCKaau I7a3 Cc 3Toro Mecra. He gymato, 4yTo 3TH MOMNpOLLIaiKU
MOCMEIOT aTakoBaTh ' po30Boe mieMsi, HO OCTOPOXXHOCTh HUKOT/a He MIoMelllaeT.



OrHerpuB BO3Bpallla/ICAd B Jlarepb C MOJeBKOW B 3ybax. B ocnenutesnbHO-
ronyooM HeOe sIpkO cusiio comHile. [Iporio Bcero fABa JHSI TIOC/Te BCTPEUM C
[TpuHIleCCOM, a CHer Y)Ke TMOYTH IIO/HOCTbIO pacTasyl. Ha BeTkax OBICTpO
HaOyxa/d TIOUKH, JepeBbsl TIOJE€PHY/IMCH 3ejieHOBaToM AbIMKOM. Ho camoe
I7laBHOE — B JIeCy OMSTh TMOSBW/IACh AWYb. XPaHWIUIIA TI/IeMEeHU BHOBb ObLIN
TIO/THBI, ¥ BIIEPBbIE 32 MHOTO JTYH KOTbI, HAKOHEL], CMOI/IM HaeCThCS JOChITa.

Beiiiis Ha monsiHy, OrHerpuB yBHJe/, KaK KOPOJIEBbI BbITACKUBAKOT U3
JIeTCKOW CTapble MOACTWIKHU. I10/I0KHMB TI0/IeBKY B 00mIyto Kyudy, OrsHerpus
robeykan Ha MOMOIIIb, paAysick ToMy, uTo O6/auko To)Ke TIPUHMMAeT yJyacTHhe B
obr1iei pabore.

— $I xouy noka3aTh YepHOOYpKMHBIM KOTSITaM Jyuliliee MecTo st cOopa
Mxa! — rop/io cooOIIM/I KOTeHOK, TTpoberass MuMo OTrHerprBa C 0Xarkoi CTapbIxX
noACcTunok. — Monoger)! — mnoxsanun OrHerpuB. HecmoTps Ha To uto Korors
JaBHO O0OCBOOOAW/I Masblllla OT TIOBUHHOCTH IO YXOAY 3a CTapeMIMHaMH,
O06s1auko TIPOZIO/DKAT 0OPOBOJILHO TOMOTraTh CTapuKaM. JDTO ObLIO MPUATHBIM
CUMIITOMOM. B0O3MOKHO, y Heroce/Ibl HAaKOHEII-TO MpO0Yy»K/1aeTCsl UyBCTBO I0/Tra
10 OTHOIIIEHWIO K MPUHSBIIEMY €ro njieMeHu. — TOJIbKO MoCTapaucs Aep>KaThCs
noJianbiie oT 6apcykoB! W3 melijepsl TsyKeIO BbIKATHU/IACh 3/1aTollelKa, TOJKast
nepes; coboM Kyuy Tpsi3HOro Mxa. IIo ee 3aMeTHO OKPYIVIMBIIIEMYCSI JKUBOTY
ObI/IO SICHO, UTO B IJIEMEHU BOT-BOT MOSIBSITCSI HOBbIE KOTSITA.

— TIlpuBet, OrHerpuB! — mno370poBanack KoposjeBa. — Kak MpUSTHO
BHOBb TOTPeTbCS Ha COJTHBIIIKE, TpaBAa? OTHerpuB Apy>ke/it00HO JM3HY/ ee B
TJIeyvo.

— CoBceM ckopo nipujet ce30H FOHbIX JIncTheB! — npoypuan oH. — TBou
MaJIbIIIMA OTJIMYHO MO/AraJila/id BpeMsi jis MosiBieHus Ha cBeT! A korga... — OH
pe3ko 00epHyJICs, YCbIIIAB 3a CIIUHOM IPOMKHI OKpUK KorTsi.

— OrnerpuB! Ecnmu Tebe HeueM 3aHATbCS, KpOMe KakK decaTh SI3bIK C
KOpoJIeBaMM, TO y MeHs1 ecTb njsi Tebsi mosne3Hoe jgeno! OrHerpuB efBa
ciepyKancsi, YToObl He OrpbI3HYThCA. OH OXOTHJ/ICS C PaHHEro yTpa W JIUIIb Ha
MUHYTKY OCTAaHOBWJ/ICS TMEPEKUHYTbCS CI0BOM C 3naroiierkor! — BosmiaBb
JI030p B/I0JIb TPaHUIIbl C PeuHbIM 1yileMeHeM! — mpojjo/pkan mamaram. — Tam
y>Ke HEeCKOJIbKO [IHeM HUKTO He TaTpy/IMpOoBasl, a MOC/e TOro Kak COIIe CHET,
HY>KHO KaK MOXKHO CKOpee OOHOBUTb METKH. 3a0IHO ITOCMOTPH, HE OXOTH/IUCH
i PeuHble KOTbI Ha HaIMX TeppuTOpusix. EC/IW yBUIWINb, YTO OHU OISTh
TIPUHSIJIUCH 3a CTapoe, MOCTYIau, Kak MoJI0XKeHO!

— Jla, Korotb, — kuBHysn OrHerpuB. He vHaue y e)xell BBIPOC/IM KPbUIbS,
pa3 I/1aiiaTaii CHU30IIIe/I 10 TOro, YTOObI TTOCTaBUTh €r0 KOMaHAMPOM MHaTpysis!
BnpoueMm, ckopee Bcero, Korrem ABW>KeT TOHKWK pacueT. ['namartaii CUIIKOM
yMeH, 4YTOObI IMyOJUYHO JeMOHCTPUPOBaTh CBOIO HEHABUCTb K OrHerpusy,



TI03TOMY TIPU CBUJIETeJIAX €My TIPUXOAUTCSI OTHOCUTBCS K HEMY TakK ke, KakK KO
BCeM OCTalbHbIM BOWHaM. «Ho s Bce paBHO He fioBepsito Tebe!» — yrpsiMmo
rioayMas OrHerpus, a BOIyX CIIPOCHII:

— Koro mHe B34Tb € cob60i#i?

— Koro noxesnaetiib! Vinu Tl Xoueliib, YTOObI 51 ellle ¥ 9TUM 3aHUMAsICs? —
Ope3rrBo (BIPKHY/ IVIalliaTai.

— Hert, Korotb, — noc/ymiHo oto3Bajicd OTHerpuB, ejie CHepKUBasiCh,
yTOOBI He BIETIUTLCS KOT'TSIMM B TTOKPBITYIO IIpaMaMy MOP/y T/amarasi. beicTpo
TIOMNPOLLABIINCE CO 3/1aTOLIEUKOW, OH TOHeCCs K Teljepe BOMHOB U 3arvIsHYII
BHYTpb. [lecuanast Bypsi nie>kana Ha 00Ky M BbIM3bIBasach, a KpyTobok Gomran
¢ Berporosom.

— Kro nougeT co MHOM B 1030p? — cripocui OrHerpuB. — KoroTs Besiesn
MpOBEpUTh TrpaHully C PeunbiM miemeHeMm. [Ipu ynomuHanuu o PeuHom
riieMeHd, KpyToOoK TyT >ke BCKOUW/I Ha Jiaribl. BeTPOTOH Uy Th MOMe/|/TUIT U TOXKe
npucoefuHuAcss K Hemy. Ilecuanas bypsa nepectana ywmbIBaTbCs U
CTpajasbyeCcKu NocMoTpesia Ha Oruerpusa:

— TonbKo XxOTesia HEMHOIO MepefoxXHyTb! — moykasnoBanack oHa. — C
paccBeTa He Ipucesa, BCeé 0X0TuIachk! — ['0/0C ee 3Byuyasl HACMeLLIUBO, HO B
HeM He ObUIO U c/efla TOW BpakJeOHOCTH, C KOTOPOM OHAa OTHOCWIach K
OrHerpuBy paHbllle, KOTZlda OH TOJIbKO MOSIBWICS B IuieMeHU. OrHerpuB ezBa
ycrien moAyMath 00 3TOM, KaK KOIIIKA y>Ke BCKOUW/ia C MecTa U robexkana K
BbIx0ny: — Tak u ObITh, mobiziem! — Tbl He Bo3bMelllb C cOO0M yueHMKa? —
cnpocun OrHerpuB KpyTob6oka.

— Bypan u Kucrouka 3abpasiv yueHUKOB, — TOsiICHUI BeTporoH. — Bcex,
ripecTas/senib? OHU C yTpa YILIY 3a CBeXKeu JUUbO U1 CTapeULvH!

OrHerpuB 1oBes CBOW OTPsifl K BbIXOAY W3 Jiarepsi. B30upasich 1Mo CK/OHY,
OH TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK Jialbl y HETO CJIOBHO TOKajbiBaeT OT Bo30yxaeHus. Kak
3J0POBO BHOBb CTynaTh [0 3eM/ie, @ He yTomnarb B XosiogHOM cHery! Kak
TIPUSITHO Pa3MsATh yCTaBIliKe MbIIIIbI B X0opoiiieM bere!

— CHauasa Kk Harpeteim Kamusim! — pewmmn oH. — A 0TTyza npoujieMm
B/I0/Tb TpaHuLIbl K UeTbipeM [lepeBbsiM.

OH yCKOpW/ IIar, cTapasich Oe)kaTb He C/IMIITKOM OBbICTPO, UTOOBI He
TIPOMYCTUTh TIpUMeT Tpub/Katoiierocs Bpemeny FOHbix JInuctbeB. Bee BOKpyT
Pa/I0BaJIo I71a3 — W HauMHaIoIIe PACIyCKaThCsl IPKO-3e/ieHbie TT00eru MOJIobIX
TIAarlOPOTHUKOB, U TIOAHUMAIOIIMECs] U3 3e/leHU HeXXHble OyTOHBI TIepBOIBETOB.
Bo3ayx 3BeHen OT MNOTUYBET0 TOMOHa U ObLT TIOJIOH CBeXKero 3araxa
pacCIlyCKaroIencs JIMCTBBI.

[TpubM3UBIIKCE K Oomyliike jeca, OTHerpuB cierka 3ame u iiar. CoBcem
pSIZIOM IiTyMesia peKa, palysick 0CBOOOXK/IEHUIO OT JIeJITHOTO TIIeHa.



— Tloutu npunuiu, — npobopmortan OrHerpuB. — Ternepb Haflo UATU
OCTOPOKHO U Jlep)KaTb yXO BOCTPO. KTO 3HaeT, HeT /M 37ech KOTOB PeyHOro
ryieMeHu!

KpyToOOK 0CTaHOBUJICS Y TIPUOTKPBLT POT, JIOBSI CBEXKUI BETEPOK.

— Het TyT HHMKOro! — pmosioxkun oH, ¥ OrHerpuBy I10Ka3ajoCb, UTO B
rojoce Jpyra sCHO TIIpO3Byvyajo pa3oyapoBaHuve. Heyxenu OH Hajesics
noBcTpeuath 37ech CepeOpsiHKY? — Boo0iie-To, Ternepb, KOria peka OTTasiia,
UM HeT HeoOXOAWMOCTH OXOTUThCS Ha HAIIUX 3eMJISIX, — PpaCCyUTebHO
nipogomkan KpyTo6ok. — Y HUX CHOBA IMTOTHO efibl... C KaKoi CTaTH OHU CTaHYT
BOpOBAaTh Hally?

— OT HUX BCero MO)KHO OXuZJarb! — psABKHY/ BeTporoH. — Y rosepb
MHe, 3TO TAaKOW Hapofl, UTO UyTh 3a3eBaelllbCsi — OHU y TeOsi U 11epCTh U3-TIOf
xBocTa BbiZiepyT! 3ameruB, uTo Yy KpyTtoboka cTanm MOA0O3pUTETBHO
TOTIOPLLIUTBCS 3arpUBOK, OrHerpuB MOCIIeLN/T Pa3paAUTb CUTYaLUIO.

— Tlomumu ckopee! — moTopornva OH, 005Ch, UTO APYT B pa3[pakeHUU
3a0yzeTcs 1 ueM-HUOyIb BbigacT cebs. — [loiigemre!

OH BbIOEXas M3-3a /IepeBbeB U OUYTU/ICS HAa OTKPBLITON MecTHOCTU. To, uTo
OH yBUJeJ, 3aCTaBWIO ero OkKaMeHeTb. BocCloMuHaHWe O 3araZloyHOM CHe
yZiapOM I'pOMa B30pBaJioCh B IOJIOBe.

3emsid 3a OIMYLUKOM IpeBpaTU/Iach B PeKy — BepHee CKasarb, B TO, YTO
Korjia-To ObuIo pekoid. IToryoTHB pacTasiBilvii CHer, Oypsisiiijasi BoZia BbIpBaJiacCh
u3 Oeperos, 3aToruv/aa paBHMHY W PaBHO/YIIHO JiM3aja TPaBy Ha PaCcCTOSIHUU
KPOJIMUbero npbbKka oT jan OrHerprsa. V3 BoAbI TOpUYaiv BepXYyIIKHA KaMblLLIen,
a [aJeko BIepeJy HaJ, CBepKawlled I7afibl0 CMYTHO BO3BBILLAIWCH Cepble
octpoBa Harpetsix KamHeii.

OrTTernens npuHeca ¢ co00i BeCeHHUM TTaBOJIOK.



['maBa XI

— Benukoe 3Be3nHoe 1ieMs! — BoigoxHy/a [lecuanas Byps. OcrasbHble
KOTbI U3yMJICHHO 3aypuaiu, a Orserpus oHeMes1 OT y>kaca. OH cpa3y BCIIOMHUII
3Ty CBEpKarolyI0 BOAHYIO IVIa/ib, U B TOJIOBE er0 BHOBb IIPO3ByYa/u 3/10Beljue
cnosa Ilectponucron: «Bopa nomioTUT oroHb». [Ipoka OT CTpaxa, OH MbITaCs
TIOHSATb, KaKUM 00pa3oM pa3/iB MOXKEeT yrpoxkaTb ['D030BOMY ryieMeHH, U Tak
3aZlyMasicsi, 4TO He Cpa3y 3aMeTW/ 3HakKH, KOTopbIMU KpyToOOK mbITancs
1pyB/ieyb ero BHMMaHue. OH OMNOMHUW/ICA TOJIBKO TOT[a, Korja [pyr TeCHO
TIpwKascs K ero OOKy. YKac, TUIeCKaBIIMMNCS B »KeAThiX Ta3ax KpyToboka,
roBopus cam 3a cebsi. Cepblif KOT CXOW € yMa OT cTpaxa 3a CepeOpsiHKY.

Co croponbl PeuHoro niemenu Geper Obu1 ropaszo Wke, Tak UTO BoZla TaM
MOIVIa Pas/IMTbCs HAaMHOrO jasblie. YTo ke KacaeTcs Jiareps Ha OCTpPOBKe...
OrHerpuB Jake 3aKMYPWICS TPA MBICJIM O TOM, YTO TaM CelyaC TBOPUTCS.
HecmoTrpss Ha Bce cBou oraceHus, OrHerpuB yyke yCIiesql TIPUBA3ATbCA K
CepebpsiHke, TeM OoJsiee Terepb, Koraa cyme rnobmke y3Hats ee. Kpome Toro,
OH WCHBITBIBAJI HEBOJbHOE YyBakeHHWe K HeBuaumke M ee cTapou NpHeMHOU
Marepu. EMy CTaHOBU/IOCH )KYTKO MPU OJHOM MBIC/IA O TOM, UTO UM, BO3MOJKHO,
MPUIIOCh MTOKUHYTh CBOM sarepb... O camMoM CTpalliHOM OH BooOie 6osics

MO/[yMarb.
BeTporoH nopoien K KpOMKe BOZIbl U TOCMOTPeJT BAasb.
— Jla yk, He xoTes Obl s 0OKa3aTbCst Ha MecTe PeuHbIX KOTOB! — (hBIpKHYI
OH. — Bripouem, TyT ecTb M CBoU IUtOCHL [lo KpaliHel mepe, Temepb y>X UM

HUKaK He 00paThCs /10 Hallel 3emsiu!

B ronoce BerporoHa cibllllaziack OTKpPOBeHHas pajfocTtb, U Oruerpus
TIOYYBCTBOBaJ, Kak Hampsrcsi Kpyrobok. OH mipefocTeperaroiiie nmocMoTpes Ha
Zipyra 4 ckasaJ:

— Hy u4ro X, marpynvpoBaTh HaMm, Kak BUAuUTe, Hedero. /laBaiiTe-Ka
TIOCKOpee BepHEMCSI B Jiarepb U AonoxuM o060 Bcem Cuneit 3Besze. Iloruiy,
KpyTobok! — TBepmo mAobaBui OH, TMOWMaB OTYasiHHBINA B3IVISiA,  [IpyTa,
yCTPEeMJ/IEHHBIN Ha Pa3/IUBLLIYIOCS PEKY.

Ycnbiias o naBozke, CuHsAs 3Be3a CTPEMUTEIbHO BCKOUM/IA Ha BEPLIUHY
Bricokou CKaiibl, ¥ 10 JIarepro pa3Heccsl 3HAKOMbIN KaXK[[OMY K/TUY:

[TycTe BCe KOTBI, CIIOCOOHBIE CaMOCTOSITEIbHO OXOTUTBHCS, COOepyTcs y
nogHOKUsA Bricokolt Ckasbl Ha obmumii c6op! B creayrolyro CeKyHAY KOTbI
BBICHINA/IM W3 CBOMX Ieljep W IOMYalucChb Ha To/isiHy. OTHerpuB ycescsi B
TIePBbIX PsiflaX U TYT XKe C pa3apakeHueM yBujen O6iauko, CEeMeHHUBIIIETO BCJIe]



3a CBOeM MpHeMHOW Marepbr0. KOTEHOK IpeKkpacHO 3Has, 4TO ewje maja [/
TIPUCYTCTBUS Ha cOOpaHUSIX, OJHAKO, KaK BCerya, MOCTYTU/I TI0-CBOEMY.

Bo37e BXofla B MariopOTHUKOBKINM TyHHe/ b OrHerpus 3ameTu Lllepbatyto u
[Tenemowiky. /laxxe XBOCTOIOM, ¥ TOT BBIOJ3 W3 CBOEM Mellepsl,
COTIPOBOYKIaeMbIi 61UTe/TbHON KHCTOUKOM.

IToroga pesko meHs/1ach, U SICHOE YTPO CIIeLIW/I0 CMEHUThCS IaCMypPHbIM
nHeM. TspKesible Tyuu 3aKpbLIM COJTHIE, a JIeTKUI BeTepOK HeOXXUJAHHO Habpas
CUJIbI M CO CBUCTOM IIPOHECCH 10 MOJIIHe, epoliia LIepCTh Ha 3arpuBKax KOTOB,
cobpaBimxcs nof, Beicokoit Ckasnoil. OTHerpyB B3APOTHY/I TO /I OT XOJI0AQ, TO
JIX OT HEXOPOLLIero npeayyBCTBUS.

— Kortsbl I'po3oBoro memenu! — Bo33Basa CuHsasa 3Be3na. — OrpomMHast
OMaCHOCTb yrpoykaeT Halllemy Jjarepto. CHer coiies, ¥ peka BbIpBajachb U3
GeperoB! YacTh Haiieli TeppUTOPUM Y»Ke 3aroryieHa. VICIyraHHBIA pOIIOT
nipoKaTusicsi o cobpanuto, Ho CuHsisi 3Be3/1a TIOBbICKIIA TOJIOC U MpUKa3aa:

— Ornerpus! Pacckaxku 1ieMeHH, 4TtO Bbl BuZenud. OrHerpus BCTal U
KOPOTKO [JI0JI0XKH/I O TOM, UTO pa3iuB peku foctur Harpeteix Kamuei.

— A Ham-TO yTO A0 3TOro?! — KpukHyn Yacrtokos, easa OrHerpus
3aKOHUW/I. — Y Hac ocTajsach Oosiblliasi yacTh 3eMeJib, U JUUU TaM TIOTHbIM-
nosiHo! Tlycte PeuHoe rmiieMsi GecriokoWTCs, a HaM HareBatb! B Tomme
ofobputrenbHO 3ailiymen, HO OrHerpuB cpa3y 3ameTwl, 4to KoroTh He
TIPOPOHU/I HU cJioBa. OH HEMOJABWXHO CHJen y nmogHOXUs Beicokor Ckasnbl U
JIMLIB eJie 3aMeTHO IIOMaxXUBaJjl XBOCTOM.

— Tuxo! — npukpukHyna CuHss 3Be3ga. — Bojga MoxeT B o060
MOMEHT TMOAHATHLCA Bblillle! KpoMe TOro, ects Belljy IOBa)kKHee COIepHUYyecTBa
rieMeH! {1 Bcel AylIOM HazerCh, UTO HU OAWH KOT PeuHOro rieMeHu He
NorubHeT B HaBOJHEHUU.

['nasa mnpenBogvTe/IbHULIBI BCIBIXHY/IM KAaKWUM-TO CTPAHHBIM OCHEM, U
OrHerpuBy TI0Ka3aaoch, OyATO 3a ee CA0BaMU CTOWUT HEUTO HeU3MepruMO
Oosbitiee, uem mpocToe yuactue. OH HEBOJILHO pacTepsiicsi, BCTIOMHUB, Kak
coBceM HeZlaBHO CyHAA 3Be3/a CypoBO OTUMTAjla ero 3a pasroBOpbl C PeyHbiMuU
BoMHaMU. Tereps ke ee ropsiure C/I0Ba rOBOPUIM 00 UCKPeHHEM COUYBCTBUMU...
MoskeT ObITh, CUHSISI 3Be3/jla CHOBa BCTIOMHU/IA CBOMX TTOTHUOIINX KOTSAT?

W3 Kpy>KKa CTapelIlrH BbICTYIN/I JIOCKYT.

— $1 Xopowo NOMHIO MOC/JEeJHUM pas/vB... Torga yTOHY/I0 MHOKeCTBO
KOTOB M3 BCex TieMeH. /JloOblua ToXe II/la KO [IHY, M OT TOJIofla CTpafiajiv JaxKe
Te, KOMY yZa/loCh BIOpaThCs Ha CyXoe MecTeuko. JTa befia KacaeTcst BCex, a He
TOJILKO PeuHoro rnjiemeHu.

— Xopo1o cka3aHo, JIockyt, — mnoazgepkana CuHsas 3Be3zga. — S Toxe
3acTasia Te CTpalllHble AHW, W Hajlessach, UTO Takoe OOJibIlle HUKOT/la He



rnoBroputcd. Ho pa3 camoe xyjiiee caydwioCh, TO CIyLIaUTe MOM TpuKasbl! C
5TOTrO JIHS 5 3arpelrar0 BCEM KOTaM BBbIXOJUTh U3 Jjiarepst MooJuHouke. KoTsita u
YUYEHUKH MOTYT MOKWU/ATh Jlarepb TOIbKO B COMPOBOXKJEHUM MO MEeHbIIeN Mepe
ogHOro BouHA. Jlo3opHbIe OyAyT peryaspHO Habmo#aTh 3a pekol U
JTIOKJIa/IbIBaTh, HAa CKOJIBKO MO/IHS/IaCh BOZA.

Korots, ripocsieiy 3a TUM.

— [Ha, Cunss 3Be3ma, — OTO3Ba/Cs Mamiaran. — A gymato, ciemyer
MOC/IaTh JIONO/THUATE/IbHbIE OXOTHWYbM Marpyid. Hajjo kKak MOXHO CKopee
3aracTy 1oboJibliie e/ibl, IIOKA BOZIA He TTO/IHS/IACh eIlle BhIIIIe.

— OT1iMyHas MbIC/b, — KUBHY/IA CuHsAs 3Be37ja U BHOBb MMOBBICUJIA T0JIOC,
yToObl ee ycnblmanu Bce cobpaBimecs: — CoOpaHue  OKOHUEHO.
Bos3Bpaiijaiitech K cBouM 00si13aHHOCTSIM. [IpefBofMTe/IbHULIA JIETKO CIPLITHY/IA
¢ Bricokoit Ckasbl ¥ TIOII/Ia B TYIIY TOJIIbI, UTOOBI TTOrOBOPUTE C JIOCKyTOM U
CTapeullInHaMU.

OrHerpuB 0CTasCsi CUJETh Ha CBOEM MeCTe, Kejlasi y3HaTh, He BKJIIOUUT JIU
ero Korotb B mepBbIii /1030p, KOrjla BAPYT 3ameTwa, uro KpyToOoK He3amMeTHO
OTITO/I3aeT U3 TECHOTO KpPyra KOTOB U IMATUTCS K BbIxoay. OrHerpuB Gpocusics 3a
JIPYTOM Y HarHaji ero y CaMoro Bxo/ia B TyYHHe/Ib.

— CKaXi Ha MWJIOCTb, Ky/la 5TO Thl HarpaB/siellibCsi? — 3alluiies OH Ha
yX0 cepomy KoTy. — TbI He ciibiias, yTo CuHsst 3Be3/ia TOJBKO UTO 3arpeTuia
BBIXOJIUTh W3 jiarepst mooauHouke?! KpyTo6ok obepHysncsi, 1 OrHerpuB yBUJEN
y>Kac B ero riasax.

— Orsxerpus... 5 nomkeH yBuzsetb CepeOpsiHKy! — 3a6opmoran oH. — §1
J0JDKeH yOeIUThCs, UTO C Hell Bce B MOpsifiKe!

OrHerpuB TspKeso B3oxHy/1. OH roHKUMan TpeBory Kpyroboka, HO He Mor
He TIpU3HaTh, UTO BpeMs Jj1si CBHIaHUs ObLTIO BEIOpAaHO KpaiiHe HeyauHo.

— ThI XOTb MO/IyMaJI, KaK MeperpaBUIlIbCS Yepe3 peKy? — yCTasa0 COpPOCH
OH.

— Kak-aubyas, — OypkHyn KpyTobok. — B KOHIle KOHI[OB, 3TO BCETO
JIAIIBb Boja!

— Hy, Henb3s1 ke ObITb TaKUM 0€3MO3I7IbIM MBIILIOHKOM! — B30pBaJICs
OrHerpuB, BCIIOMHHB, KaKk KpyTOOOK OCeHbIO TIPOBA/WJICS TOA Jell, U JIUIIb
nosieiieHrie CepeOpsIHKY CITac/io €ro OT BepHOM cMepTh. — OHaXKAbl Thl yXKe
eflBa He TMOLlIeJ KO AHY, MoMHUIIL? Heyxenu 3Toro HepocrarouHo? BwmecTo
orBeTa KpyTOoOOK pe3Ko MOBEPHYJICA U LIArHY/ B TyHHEeIb. OTHErpuB TTOKOCUJICS
yepe3 1ieyo. Koroth yke pa3buin KOTOB Ha HebOoO/bllMe TPYNNKA W BOT-BOT
J0JDKeH ObUT OOBSIBUTD [IO30PHBIX.

— KpyTo60k, morogu HemHoro! — mpoiuren OTHerpuB, W Jpyr
nocayirHo 3amep. — Koy mens 3neck! KpyTo6ok He mipotuBuics, 1 OrHerprB



CO BCeX Jiar KUHYJICS K T/allaTao.
— Korotb! — 3akpuuan oH. — Msi ¢ KpyTobokom rotoBel ujTu! Mbl
TIPOBEPUM y4YacTOK rpaHulibl ¢ PeunbiM miemMeHem f0 Harpetbix KamHetd,
nagHo? Koroth compypwicsa. EMy sSBHO He MOHpaBWIOCh TO, uTo OrHerpuB
CaMOBOJIbHO peIlWi, Kakol ydacTok cobupaeTrcsi ocmarpuBatb. OfHako B
nipucyTcTBuM CUHel 3Be3/ibl OH He CTasl IeMOHCTPUPOBATh CBOe pa3fipakeHue.

— [NocTapatiTech MpPUHECTH B Jiarepb MO0OJIbIIe AuYn!

— [Ha, Korotb, — oTBeTw/1 OrHerpuB M, MOK/JIOHUBILIKCH, OPOCWICA K
APYTY.

— Bce B nopsizike! — 3apixasich, COOOIINUI OH. — MpbI € TOOOM Ha3HAUYEHBI
B ZI030D, TaK UYTO HUKOMY He MPUJIET B TOMIOBY YAUB/ISATHCS HallleMy OTCYTCTBUIO!

— Ho TbI1... — 3anporecroBan 661710 KpyToOOK.

— §1 3Hato, UTO ThI JO/DKEH WUJTH, — MpOCTO ckaszan OrHerpuB. — Ho
OfIHOTO s1 Te0si He OTITyIIlY.

[Tpu 3TUX C/ioBaX OH TIOYYBCTBOBAasl VKO BUHBI. [lake BO BpeMsi /1030pa
KOThI He UMEIOT MpaBa Tepexo/IuTh TPaHully coceaHero riemeHu. Cunssi 3Be3zia
TIpUJIET B SIPOCTh, €C/IU Y3HAeT, UTO B TsDKesoe JJisi TiJIeMeHU BpeMsi IBoe ee
BOMHOB PUCKOBA/IA >KU3HSIMHU Pajii TOTO, UTOOBI TIPOHUKHYTh Ha BPaXK[eOHYHO
TeppuTopuro! OlHaKO OH He Mor T03Bo/IMTE KpyToOOKy yilTH B 0uHOUKY. UTO,
eCJ/I1 BOJIHA YHECeT ero U OH 00JIbIlle HUKOT/Ia He BepHEeTCS B Jlareph?!

— Cnacubo, OrnerpuB, — rmpobopmoran KpyTobokK, Korga Apy3bs
HBIDHY/IA B TYHHe/b. — $] HUKOT/]a 3TOTO He 3a0yzy.

Ieprkack psioM, OHM BCKapabKaich Ha KAMEHUCTBIN CKJIOH U OpPOCUIIHCH B
nec. Cnenys MO MeTKaM, KOTOpble OHM OCTaBWUIM 37ieCh C yTpa, OrHerpuB
oOparui BHUMaHWe Ha TO, YTO 3eMJIsi TIOf, JiarlaMu TIpeBpaTUiach B CIUIOIIHYIO
rpsi3b. Boza crofa eiije He ycresna f00paTbCs, HO pacTasBIIMM CHer HAaCKBO3b
TIPOTTUTAJI TIOYBY BJIarou.

HNobexxaB 70 Kpasi omyiikd, OTHETpUB YBUjIe/, UTO peKa MOAHS/Iach ellle
Bbillie. Harpetbie KaMHU MOUTH MOMHOCTBIO CKPBUIUCH T0J, BOAOHN, U TeueHUe
Oypnuio Hafl UX BepPIIMHAMMU.

— Tyt Ham He mepeOpaThbcsi, — MPOTAHYA OH. — [lolijeM BHU3 TIO
TeueHuto, — TpeJoKua KpyTo6ok. — MoxkeT, cymeeM miepeiiT 10 KaMeHHOM
rpsige? — [laBaii moripoOyem, — HeyBepeHHO cornacuiacs OrHerpuB. OH

cobpasicsi TioC/ie[oBaTh 3a JPYroM, KOr[a BAPYT YC/bIan KakKoW-TO 3BYK...
CKBO3b BOM BeTpa M POIIOT ITOTOKA /10 HEro JI0HeCCs Yel-TO TOHKHWH, »Kam00HbIM
TIHCK.

— Ilomoxau! — OK/IMKHY/ OH Apyra. — Tbl C/IBILINIIE?

KpyTo60K 00epHy/icsi, U OHU 3aMep/iid, HACTOPOXKMB YIIIHM. Bckope 3BYyK
nopropuscs. ComMHeHud He ObLIO — T[7le-TO psAAOM TMILNAAM OT yrKaca



MaJieHbKue KoTsTa!

— Ho rzae e oHu? — npobopmoTtan OrHerpuB, pacTepsiHHO OIJIsIbIBasiCh
Ha pacTyliue psaoM JepeBbsi. — f HUKOTO He BUXKYy! — BoH oHu! — KoHUMKOM
xBocta KpyTtobok maxHyn B cropoHy Harpeteix Kamueit. — Ornerpus! OHU
TOHYT!

OrHerpus npucMOTpeJICA U YBUJeJI, YTO NOTOK HeceT K HarpetsiM KamHusim
KaKOU-TO TIJIOT U3 CIyTaHHBIX BeTBeW, IIIeroK U 00/sioMKOB. Ha moTy crosiu
KoTaTa. OHU XKalucCh APYr K APYTrY U, LIWPOKO pas3eBast PThl, OTUassHHO 3Ba/ld Ha
roMo1iib. TeueHre sIPOCTHO IIBBIPSIJIO TUIOT, TPO3si B Jit0OyI0 MUHYTY pa3MeTaTh
€ro B LLIeNKU.

— Cxkopee! — 3akpuuan OrHerpus. — Hajio Kak-To go6patbcs 10 HUX!

HabpaB moOosbille BO3Ayxa, OH IIarHyl B HeCylIuics TOTOK. Boga
MIHOBEHHO T[IpOMNMTajsa IIepCTKy, Jalbl CBeJo JIeAdHbIM XonogoM. OH
TIOTBITAJICS 1IaTHYTh, HO B30ecuBILIasiCsl peKa cOMBasia C HOT, TPO3si OTIPOKUHYTh.
KpyToOOK TUIOXHY/ICS PSIIOM C APYrOM, HO KaK TOJMBKO BOZA [OCTUI/IA €ro
JKMBOTa, OH OCTaHOBWJICSI KaK BKOTTaHHBIU.

— OrHerpuB... — >anobHo B3moawics OH. OrHerpuB 00epHY/CS U
obogpstoiie kuBHY/ eMmy. OH MpeKpacHO 3HaJl, UTO TIOC/ie TOrO, KaK OCEHbHO
ZPYT e/lBa He YTOHYJI, BOJla BHYILLIaeT eMy [TaHUUeCKHUW yrKac.

— Croii 31ech! — petus oH. — $1 MOMBITaKOCh MOIOTHATH IJIOT K Tebe.

KpyToOOK KUBHY/l — €ro TaK TPsIC/IO, UTO OH He MOT BBLIMOJIBUThH HU CJIOBA.
OrHerpuB cpiefan ellle HECKOJAbKO I11aroB, MOTOM OpocW/csi B TIOTOK W
HEOXXKU/IaHHO TIOTIbI, OellleHO KO/oTs Jaramu. Peka Hecsa ero K Harperbim
KamHsiM, U OH Hajesncs, 4TO 3Be3jHOe IUIeMs II03BOJIUT eMy HarHaTb
HeCYaCTHBIX KOTHAT.

Ha kakoe-TO MrHOBeHMe KUMISI1e BOJIHbI CKPBIIM OT HEro YJIbIY IJIOTUK, U
JIMUIb T10 OTYAsHHBIM BOIUISIM KOTAT OH [0rajjajics, 4To OHU BCe elle >KUBBHIL.
BHesarnHo psiiom ¢ HUM BbIpoc/ia cepasi BepiuvHa Harpetsix Kamuen. Oruerpus
yTO OBIJIO CUJTBI 3aKOJIOTWJI JIallaMH, 005ICh, UTO TeueHHe TIPOHeCeT ero MUMO.

Boga peBena u Gypmuia. OrHerpuB HEMCTOBO paboTas jaraMu, U BCKOpe
TIOTOK TIOJIXBATWJ/I €r0 W TOHeC K ckKanaMm. He obpaiijasi BHUMaHuUsi Ha yjjaphbl O
TBep/ble KaMHU, OrHerpuMB OTYassHHO OOpOJICS C TeueHWeM U BIPYT yBU7eN
TIpsiMO Tiepefi coboli mepernyraHHbie MOPAOUKH IBOMX KOTSIT.

970 OB COBCEM KpollleyHble COCYHKU. OJJUH Cepbii, APYyroii — YepHbIH,
o0a Mokpble /10 KocTeli. ['oyObie ra3ku Masbiiied OKpYTJIWINMCh OT y>kaca. OHU
CTOSUIA Ha KPOIIIEUHOM OCTPOBKE U3 BETOK, JIMCTHEB U MYCOpa, BbIOPOIIIEHHOTO
NOeyHorumu. YBujeB OrHerprBa, o0a IIyMbIllla OTYasTHHO OPOCWINCH K HEMY.
[110T TyT Ke HaKpeHUJICs, KOTAT 006/1a7i0 BOJIOM, ¥ OHU 3alTuIla/iu elije TpoMye.

— CrotiTe cmupHO! — mipoxpurnes OrHerpuB, U3 MOCAeIHUX CUT O0psCh C



TeueHrneM. CHauasia OH XOTesI BCKapaOKaThCsl Ha Bepxyiky HarpeTeix Kamuen u
BTAIllUTh TyZa IUIOTHK, OJHAKO OT 3TOH MBIC/IM TPHIIJIOCh OTKa3aThCsA. Boga
npuObIBasia Tak OBICTPO, UTO TI'PO3W/Ia BOT-BOT 3aTOMWUTh W 3TOT TIOC/EJHUIA
ocTpoBOK. HazexxHee Bcero OyzeT OTTONMKHYTh IUIOTUK K KpyTOOOKY.
OOGepHyBIIMCh, OTHETPUB YBU/IE/, UTO APYT YK€ CIYCTHJ/ICS BHHU3 110 TEUEHUIO U
rOTOB B /I00YI0 MUHYTY TIEPEeXBATUTH TOHYIIUX.

— Cetiuac BbiOepeMcsi! — mpobopmoran OrHerpuB. — Jla IOMOXKeT HaM
3Be3/HOE 1eMsi!

OH OTTOJIKHY/ICSI OT CKaJibl, OPOCHUJICS K TUIOTUKY ¥ MOD/IOU BBITOIKHYJI €T0
Ha cepeJJuHYy TeueHHs. KoTsATa rPOMKO 3aro/ioCH/IH U TIPM>KAIUCh K BETKaM.

Hanpsiras nocnegaue cuibl, OTrHErpyB MPUHSJICS HOCOM W JIalKaMu
TOJIKAaTh TUIOT BHU3 110 peke. OH UyBCTBOBa/, UTO CUJIBI €0 TAlOT C KaXKIOH
cekyHzoi. OH HACKBO3b TTPOMOK U TaK 3aMep3, UTO e/[Ba MOT [IbIIIIaTh.

Ho camoe cTpatiiHoe 6b110 elrje Briepeu. [10HSIB TOJIOBY 1 CMOPTHYB BOZY
c a3, OrHerpuB C y)KacoM MoHsl, uTo He BUAUT KpyTtoboka. Kaszanochk, B
11eJI0M MUpe 6osibIle He ObIJI0 HUUETo, KpOMe peByIIeld BOZbI, XPYIKOTO TUIOTUKA
13 BETEPOK M JIByX Ma/IeHbKMX II€pelyraHHbIX KOTAT. 3aTeéM COBCEM psiZioM
pa3zascs ronoc Kpyroboka.

— Ornerpus! Orserpus, ctoga! OH CHOBa BLENWICH B IUIOT, CTapascCh
TOJIKAaTh €ro B CTOPOHY, OTKY/a IOHOCUJICS TO/I0C. MOKpbIe BETKU BBICKOJIb3HY/TA
u3-miof; jiarr, ¥ OTHETPUB C TOJIOBOM VIIles TIOf BOAY. 3a/ibIXasiCh W KallUIsAs, OH
BBIHBIDHY/I Ha MOBEPXHOCTh W TIPSIMO Tepes coboii yBugen Kpyrtoboka. [Ipyr
CTOsIT Ha Oepery, BCero B HECKOBKMX XBOCTaX OT IJIOTA.

OrHerpuB efiBa He 3axyeOHyscsi oT obnerueHusi. OH 00epHY/CS, UTOOBI
TIOCMOTPEeTb Ha KOTSIT, U COAPOTHY/ICS OT y»Kaca. [1y0T Ha 11a3ax pacrosizascs Ha
KYCKHU.

[Tapanu30BaHHbIA y)KacoMm, OTrHerpyMB CMOTpeJ, KaK BETKH II0J, CEepbIM
KOTEHKOM Pa3beXajiCh B CTOPOHBI ¥ MaJIbIIl PYXHYJT B OypJIAIITYIO BOAY.



['maBa XII

— He-er! — 3akpuuan KpyTobok, Opocasick K TOHYyIleMy KOTeHKy. B
C/IeIyIOLIYI0 CEeKYHJy OHU CKPbUIMCH M3 BUZA. OCTaBLIMUCA Ha IJIOTY KOTEHOK
OTYasiHHO 3aKpuyas, MbITasiCh YLEMUThCS 3a pacchinatoiuecs: BeTku. Cobpas
octatku cun, OrHerpuB OpoCWICsS Briepesl, yXBaTWI Masbillia 3ybamMu 3a
3arpyBOK U MOTAIIWUI K bepery.

Yepe3 HeCKOJILKO MTHOBEHUM OH HalllyraJl jlarilaMy TBepzble KAMHU U CMOT
BCTaTh. Ejie 111eBessiCh OT yCTan0CTH, OH BBITION3 U3 BOZABI U BBITSHY/ 3a C000i
KoTeHKa. [71a3a Masibiiiia ObIIM 3aKphIThI, U OTHETPUB He MOT TIOHSATh, KUB OH
VTN HeT.

OO0epHyBIIMCh K peKe, OH yBuzea, uto KpyTobOok yxke Iuiernaer Tio
MeJIKOBO/IbIO, 3a’KaB B IMaCTU Ceporo KoTeHKa. HakoHel| OH Bblie3 Ha Oeper,
niozgouten K OTHerprMBy M OCTOPOKHO OMYCTW/I Ha TPaBy CBOK Holly. OrHerpus
obHtoxan kKoTsaT. OHM Jie)kanu HeToJBWKHO, HO, TPUI/sAeBLINCh, OTHerpuB
3aMeTu1, 4To O0Ka MX TUXOHBKO B3fAbIMaroTcs. [pimat! — CrnaBa 3Be3gHOMY
TleMeHu! — mpollenrtag OH Y MNPUHSJICS SHEPruyHO BbLIM3bIBATH YEPHOIO
Masiblllla, KaK 3TO OOBIYHO [e/lal0T KOpOJieBbI CO CBOUMHU JeTeHbllllamu. He
)Kanes CwWl, OH Tep HeCMbIIUIeHbIIa $3bIKOM TIPOTUB IIIEPCTH, YTOObI
paciiieBe/IUTh U XOTb HEMHOTO COrpeTh. KpyToOOK rpusier psiioM U B3s/ICS 3a
ceporo KoTeHka. Bckope yepHbIM MaJibllll 3apoyKasl, 3aKallIsiIcsi U U3Bepr U3
cebsi pyueek peuHoit Bofibl. C cepbIM KOTEHKOM TPUIILIOCHh TIOBO3UTBLCS /I0JIbIIIE,
HO, HAaKOHeLl, U OH OTPbITHY/1 BOAY ¥ OTKPbLI I71a3KH.

— JKuBbl! — c obGseruenuvem KpukHy/1 KpyTob6ok. — [la, HO 6e3 marepu
OHU J0ATO He MpoTsHYT! — B3moxHya OTHerpMB U TIATeSbHO OOHIOXAs
MaJIeHbKOro uepHbIiiia. HecMOTpst Ha TO UTO BoZia CMbL/Ia TIOUTH BCe 3araxu, eMmy
y[4an0Ch YJAOBUTb 3HAaKOMbIM apomMar. — PeuHoe 1uiemss! — yBepeHHO
ripobopmMoTan OrHerpuB. — Ha/io 0THeCTH UX JOMOM.

Ho pans 3TOro mpuzercst mepenpaBUTbCS uepe3 pasiuBLIyrOCsS peky! Ilpu
ofHol Mbiciu 00 3Tom OTHerpuB e/iBa He pacTepsii BCl0 CBOKO oTBary. OH efiBa
He YTOHY/, Criacasi KOTsT, U coBceM obeccunesn. Illepcth Ha Hem TMPOMOKIa
HACKBO3b, Jallbl OKOUYeHe/nd, W Oosbilie Bcero Ha cBeTe OrHerpuBy ceiuac
XOTeJI0Ch 3abpaThCs B Telllepy 1 MPOCIaTh [0 UCX0/a JyHBbI.

KpyToOOK, Bce ellle KOJIJJOBABILIMM HaJi CEPbIM KOTEHKOM, TMOTHOCTBIO
paszgensin ero omaceHus. OH CTOsi, Bech OO/eryieHHbId TyCTOM MOKPOM
1IePCThI0, ¥ UCITYyTaHHO Tapalli/I JKeITble [JIa3ULLIN.



— TbI yMaeliib, HaJi0 UATU Ha TOT Geper? — CIIPOCUII OH.

— Ec/mm Mbl He cpenaeM 3TOro, OoHU ympyT, — oTBeTU1 OrHerpuB. C
TPYZIOM MOAHSIBIIMChH HA Jarbl, OH MOAXBAaTW/ 3a IIKHMPKY UEPHOrO0 KOTeHKa U
rioities1 BAo/b 6epera — JlaBaii TOCMOTPUM, MOYKHO JTU TiepebpaThCs 110 KaMHSIM,
Kak Tbl TIpe/jjiaras paHbllie.

KpyToO0K Mosiua Tiofjoilies1 K HeMy W JBUHYJICS BJOSb KPOMKHU BO[IbI,
BOJIOUA CBOET0 KOTEHKA [0 MOKPOU TpaBe.

Korga ypoBeHb BO/ibI He TIOHUMAJICSI BbIllle OOBIKHOBEHHOTO, KaMeHHast
Tpsifla CAy)Kuwia camoi ymnoOHOW mepernpaBoii Ha 3emu PeuHoro miemeHw.
Camoe 0o0sibIlIOe PacCTOsIHKE OT KaMHS 10 KaMHsI He TIPeBbIIIaio 371eCh OIHOTO
XBOCTa, TaK 4TO PeuHble KOTbI MOITIM C JIETKOCTBKO KOHTPOJMPOBATH CBOU
TeppPUTOPUU Ha 00oux beperax.

Ceityac pa3nuB MOYTH MOJHOCTBEO 3aTOIWJ/I TPSAY, JIUIIb HeCKOIBKO PeKUX
KaMHeH TMPOoJI0/Kald TOpUaTh HaJl MOBEPXHOCTHIO BOAbl. HO MMeHHO Bo3/e 3Tux
kamHeli OTHerpuB 3aMeTHJ JlepeBo, repebpoiiieHHoe yepe3 MOTOK. CTBO ObLI
COBCEM JIMIIIeH KOpbl U U3PSIIHO MOOUT TeueHUEM — BUJIUMO, ero Mpubmio K
rpsifie, U BeTKU 3allyTa/IuCh B KAMHSIX.

— CnaBa 3Be3gHOMYy IuUileMeHM! — B KOTOPbIM pa3 3a S5TOT [€eHb
BOCKJIMKHYJ1 OrHerpuB. — [lepeiizieM o gepeBy!

OH Kperue CXBaTW/ KOTEHKA 3a IIMBOPOT U LIArHy/1 B BOAY, HANPaBJIsIsCh K
paciieryieHHOMY KOHITy CTBOJIA. YBW[EB IO/ HOCOM OypJsililyt0 BOAY, KOTEHOK
Hayasl 0TYasiHHO MSIyKaTb Y BbIPbIBATHCS.

— A Hy TuXO, Bbl, 00a! — psiBkHyn1 KpyTOoOOK, Ha MUHYTKY OITyCKas
CBOEro MaJjbiilia Ha 3eMJIt0, UTOOBI MO/yylilie TIepexBaTUTh ero 3a 3arpuBOK. —
MpbI uzieM UCKaTh Ballly Mamy, ICHO?

OrHerpyvB CW/IBHO COMHEBaJCd B TOM, 4YTO HAaCMepThb IepenyraHHbIN
MaJIbIlll CyMeJl XOTb UTO-TO IOHATh, OJHAKO OH, MO KpauHeW mepe, mepecTas
BBIPLIBAaTbCSA U 0€3BOJILHO TIOBUC HaJl BOZIOM. Temepb HeCTH ero CTajao ropaszo
nerve. OrHerpuB BBICOKO TOJHSJI TOJIOBY, CTapasiCh JepyKaTh MaJblllia MoZablie
OT BOAbI, U MPOAO/DKUI CBOM myTb. K CYacTelo, MUBITH He MPHUILLIOCH.
OuyTuBLIMCH BO3/1e CTBOJIa, OrHerpuB TIPbITHYJI, BLENUBLIMCH KOITIMU B
pa3byxiyto fapeBecuHy. Koe-kak BCKapaOKaBIIMCh HaBepX, OH TIOHSJI, 4UTO
I7IaBHasi TPYHOCTH ellle BrepeAu. HyxkHO OblIo BO 4uTO ObI TO HU CTaso
COXPaHUTh paBHOBeCHe, He MOCKO/Ib3HYThCS U He CBA/IMThCSA C [VIaJKOr0 CTBOJIA.
OrHerpyvB OCTOPOXKHO [IBUHYJICSI B CTOPOHY TIPOTHUBOIIOOXKHOTO Oepera,
CTapasicb He obpalllaTh BHUMaHUs Ha OyIIYIOIIUM o7, JlarlaMu TIoToK. To U fieio
BOJIHBI C CWJIOW OOpyIIMBa/MCh Ha JiepeBo, OyATO XOTenu OTTONKHYTb ero u
YHECTHU BHU3, BMeCTe C UeTBepKOM OTUassHHbIX KOTOB. [TocMOTpeB uepes 1iievo,



OrnerpuB yBugen Kpytoboka. [Ipyr 1iien cieioMm, Ha MOp/ie ero Obijia HaricaHa
ynpsiMasi pelmMoCTb.

Bo3ne TIpOTUBOIIO/I0KHOTO Oepera CTBOJI Tpe/CTaB/siyi COO0M CILIOLTHOE
MeCHBO Tiepe/ioMaHHbIX BeTBel. OrHerpuB IIarHy/ B 3TOT OypesioM W Hadasl
TIPOTUCKUBATLCS K Gepery, cTapasicb He Tollapanarh MaJjbiiiia 06 OCTpble CYUKH.
[Tepexom 3aHsi1 JOBOBHO MHOTO BpEMEHM, TIOCKOJIbKY BETKHM CHJIBHO
TIPY>)KUHWM W TIPUXOAWIOCH TIO[OATY BbICMAaTpUBAaTh TaKyl, uTOOBI He
TIO/IOMU/IACh T0[] KoillaubM BecoM. Korjia /o Gepera ocTtaBasioch He 0oJibllie
JBYX JTMCbUX TIPDKKOB, OTHErpyB OCTaHOBW/ICS, HaOpan B rpyAb MoOosblie
BO3/lyXa, HalPY>KWHW/ 3a/JHUE JIalibl U MPbITHY/. Ero nepeiHue nanbl LjapanHyid
M0 3em/ie, HO 33/lHMe C pa3Maxy YLIIM B BOAY. YC/bIIaB FPOMKHUM BCILIECK,
HEeCMBbIIJIEHbIM KOTEHOK TYT ’Ke€ CHOBa Hayasl BbIPbIBaThCs M3 MacTu OrHerpusa.
OrHerpuB Kperue CTHCHY/ 3y0aMu ero 3arpuBOK U UTO ObLIO CHUJIbI BLIETTUJICS
KOT'TSIMU B MSATKYt0 3emsit0. Uepe3 ceKyH/ly OH yxke CTosis1 Ha Gepery. OToiizis Ha
HEeCKOJTbKO I11aroB OT BO/IbI, OH OepeXKHO OMyCTH/I KOTeHKa Ha TpaBy.

[ToBepTeB rosioBol, OH 3aMeTu/l, uTo KpyToOOK BbLIe3aeT M3 BOJbI UyThb
HWKe 1o TedyeHUto. [ToOXKMB Ha 3eM/iI0 CepPOro KOTeHKAa, APYr SHEePrudyHo

OTPAXHYJICH.

— Hy u BoHMILIa OT 3TOM peku! — (BIPKHY/ OH.

— Ilocraparics 1OCMOTpeTb Ha 3TO C JPYrOW CTOPOHBI, — YCMEXHYJICH
OrnerpuB. — Bo-1epBbIX, BOHb CMbUIa TBOM 3arax, Tak 4yTo PeuHble KOTHI He

NIPUMYT TeOs 3a BOMHA, PHICKAOIIETO 110 UX TeppuUTopud. [IpeacTaBs, uTo OyzeT,
eCJId OHHU. ..

OH 3aMosTuas Ha T0J/IyC/IoBe, TIOTOMY UTO M3 KyCTOB psifioM ¢ KpyToO6okoMm
BBICKOUMW/IM Cpa3y Tpoe PeuHbix KOTOB. OTHErpuB BeChb HArpSrcs, y3HaB B HUX
Ouenotky, YUepHoro Korts v Kamusi. C TpyzioM riepecTas/isisi OHeMeBILIMe Jallbl,
OH Mosua mobpes 1o Gepery v BCTa/l PSiioM C ApyroM. [Ipy3bsi OIMyCTHIM Ha
3eMJIF0 CITACEeHHBIX KOTIT U JIPY’KHO TTOBEPHYJ/IUCH JIULIOM K Bparam.

WNuTtepecHo, cabimana v Onenotka Ux TMocjieJHu pa3roBop? OrHerpus
TIPeKpacHO TIOHWMaJ, YTO OHU C KpyTOOOKOM CIMIIKOM HM3MYy4YeHbI, UTOOBI
MEpUTbCSI CUJlaMU C TpeMsi CU/IbHBIMM, 3[0POBbIMU KOTamMu. OH MOIMbITa/ICHA
Harpsyb Jiarbl, HO OT YCW/IUSL Y HEro TYT Ke 3aKpy»KWach rosiora. K cyacteto,
PeuHble KOTbl OCTAaHOBW/IMCh HAa pAaCCTOSSHUM HECKOJIbKUX XBOCTOB OT
HapyLIWTeJIeu.

Urto 5710?! — mnpopbiuana OLesoTKa, OL[eTUHUB TeCTPYH 30/I0TUCTYHO
1IEePCTh U MPWXKUMas YIIH K 3aTblIKy. YepHbiii KOroTh BBICKOUW/T U3-3a €€ CITAHBI
1 3/100HO OCKaH/I K/TBIKH:

— Kax BbI 110CMe/ii BTOPTHYTHCSI Ha Hallly TePPUTOPUIO?! — 3aKpruasl OH.

— MBI He BTOpraavchb, — ycTaso cka3aa OrHerpvB. — Mbl BbITAlLWIA U3



peKu Balllux KOTAT. — Heyxenu Bbl AiymaeTe, HaMm OoJsibllle HeueM 3aHSTHCS,
KpOMe KaK KW/1aTbCsl B BoAy?! — pa3o3nuics KpyTobOok.

Kamenb noporiies mobsivxe v 00HIOXaa MasibIIei.

— OT0 mpaBja! — MpollenTan OH, LIMPOKO pacriaxvBas r1asa. — IOTO ke
HesugyMkuHbl KoTaTa! OrHerpyMB n3yM/ieHHO OCMOTpes1 Ha Hero. OH 3Has, 4To
HeBuinmka HelaBHO CTajia KOpOJIEBOM, HO Jlake He MpeJCTaB/Isi, UTO Crac OT
cMmeptu ee KotAT! Kakoe cuacTtbe, 4TO OHU BOBpeMs 3aMeTH/IA TOHYIUX U
CMOI/IM TIPUNATHM UM Ha moMollb! OJHakKo HU B KOeM Cjaydae HeJb3si ObUIO
TI03BOJIUTh, UYTOOBI [030pHBIE [0Tafanuch 00 0COOBIX OTHOIIEHUSIX, KOTOpbIE
cBa3biBatoT HeBuguMKy ¢ I'po3oBbiM IieMeHeM. Tem BpeMeHem OliesioTka He

Crielliiia OMYCTUTb B3bEPOLIEHHYH0 IIepcTb. — OTKy/la Mbl 3HaeM, UTO BbI
CTIaC/Ii 3TUX KOTAT? — TIPOIIUIiesia oHa. — MOJKeT, Bbl COOMpaIUCh YKpacThb
ux?

OrHerpuB faxke pacTepsiics. [locsie TOro Kak OHU e/iBa He MOryu6/M, criacas
Masbliliel, eMy /la’ke B TOJIOBY He TPHUXOU/IO, UTO KTO-TO MOXXeT 0OBHHHUTD UX B
TaKOM CTPALLIHOM TIPeCTYyIL/IEHUMN.

— He 6yap aypoit! — 3106H0 orpei3Hy/cs oH. — Jlaske B ce30H [0mbIx
HepeBbeB, Korna peka Obla TMOKPBITA JbJAOM, HUKTO W3 KOTOB Ip030BOTO
TJIEeMEeHU He MbITa/ICs KpacTh BalllMX KOTAT! Tak ¢ KakoW >kKe CTaTh HaM /[ie/iaTh
3T0 Terepb?! Mbl efBa He YTOHy/IH, sicHO TebGe? OilesioTKa 3ajymasnach, HO
UepHbiti Koroth BbuieTen Briepesi M BIVIOTHYHO TPUOIU3WUI CBOIO 3/100HYHO
MopAy K ycaMm OrHerpuBa. OTHerpuB 3apbiuasl, rOTOBACh OTPa3vTh HarajeHue.

— Yepnbii Korots! — pe3ko ozxepHyna BovHa Ouenotka. — Hazaz! Mbl
OoTBeZleM 3TUX KOTOB K Meteopy. I1yCTh OH BbIC/TyIIae€T UX U PELIUT, Kak C HUMU
noctynuTh! OrHerpvB XoTesl BO3pa3uTh, HO Tpomosyan. Bosel-HeBosneu, HO
ceffuac UM TIPUIeTCSA MOAUMHUTHCS. OHU CJIMIITKOM YCTasu, uToObI HaZiesiThCsl Ha
nobesy B cxBaTKe C fi030pHbIMU. Kpome Toro, KpyToOOK TOMyuuT BIIOJHE
3aKOHHYI0 BO3MOXKHOCTb TIpoBeZiaTh CepeOpsiHKY.

— Xopolio, — KUBHY/ OH. — Hazerocs, Ball npegBoAuTe/b OKaXKeTCst
yMHee Bac!

OriesioTKa JBUHY/ACh B0k Oepera, a UepHsIii Koroth, B3siB B 3y0Obl OTHOTO
KOTEHKa, C yIPOKaroLLUM BU/OM TIOLLe/ PAAOM C py3bsimMu. LllecTBUe 3ambIikasl
KameHb, /iep>ka B 3y0ax BTOpOro Masiblilia.

Korga oHM a06panuchk [0 OCTpPOBa, Ha KOTOPOM pacrojarajics Jjarepb
PeuHoro myieMeHH, TO YBUJE/W, UTO OT Oepera ero Terepb OTAessieT IIMPOKasi
1oJjioca CTPEMUTENILHO Hecyielicss Bojbl. Hu ofHOro koTa He OBbLIO BU/IHO.
IToTOK SIpOCTHO Tpemas CK/JIOHEeHHble B BOJY MBOBble BeTBM, BOJA IIeCKaaach
MeXy KyCTaMH, YKPbIBaBLLIUMU Jiarepb OT [IOCTOPOHHUX TJ1a3.



OwesioTKa UCITyraHHO 3aMepsia, He CBOZA IVla3 C OCTPOBa.

— Boga nogHsnack cpasy rnocsie Haulero yxozga! — rpouernirasa oHa. [1pu
9TUX CJIOBaX C BEpIIMHBI X0/Ma, TJe /Py3bs Koraa-To mofmkuganu CepeOpsHKY,
pasfancs Yyeu-To rPOMKUM OKJTHK:

— Ouenortka! TTogaumaiitech ctofa! OrHerpuB 00epHYJICS U yBU/EN, UTO
Y3 KyCTOB BbIXOgUT Meteop, mnpegsoautens PeuHoro ruiemenu. Ero ceetias
rojiocaras LIepCTb TMPOMOK/IAa OT BOAbI M TOpyaja BO BCe CTOPOHBI, a
BbIBUXHYyTasl Ye/IOCTb CO3/aBajia BIleyaT/ieHWe, UYTO OH HacMeXaeTCsl U Haj,
COOCTBEHHBIMU [I030PHBIMU, U HaJl UX IUIeHHUKaMu. — UTO Cayumnoch? —
pe3ko cripocua OiienoTka, MpUO/MKasaCh K MPeIBOIUTEO.

— Jlarepp 3aTorieH, — 0O0BsicHWI MeTeop, U B To/ioce ero ObLIO
Ge3mepHOe oTuasinue. — [IpUILIZIOCh YUTH Crofia.

B 3T0 Bpemsi U3 KyCTOB OCTOPO’KHO BbIOpa/UCh ellle /IBOe WK TPOe KOTOB.
[To nmpocBetneBiet mopzae Kpyroboka OrHerpys cpasy IOHSUI, UTO CPeAu HUX
ob11a CepebpsiHKa.

— Koro 310 BBl Ham mnpuBenu? — Crpocun MeTeop U, COLLYPHUBIIUCE,
yCTaBU/ICA Ha IJIeHHUKOB. — IIInroHsl I'po3oBoro ruiemeHu? To/IbKO 3TOr0 He
xBartajo! MoXXHO roayMarb, HaM MaJio APYTUX HelpUusaTHOCTel!

— Onu Hauw HeBUAMMKUHBIX KOTAT, — 00bsicHUIa O1jesi0TKa, KUBKOM
TpUKa3biBasi BOMHAM IPHMHECTH MaJibllller K TpeaBojuTento. — ['0BOpAT, 4TO
BBITALLWIN UX U3 BOJBI.

— 51 He Bepro HU eguHOMY UX cioBy! — 3aopan Yepnbiii Korots, enBa
yCIIeB TMOJIOXKUTb Ha 3eMJ/I0 CBOEro KoTeHkKa. — Hemb3s moBepsATb KOTaM U3
['po3oBoro minemeHu! Yoibiae npo KoTaT, CepebpsiHka CTpeMUTETbLHO
TIOBepHY/IaCh U HBIPHYJIA TI0/], KyCT. MeTeop Me/jieHHO To/io1iien U oOHtoxan oba
KPOLLIEYHBIX KOMOYKa. KoTsiTa y’Ke HeMHOI'O OIIPaBU/IMCh OT TePeKUTHIX y>KaCoB,
HO BCe ellle BbIIVIsA/e/N 10/yKUBbIMU.

— HeBugrMKa norepsiia CBOUX JieTeld BO BpeMsi HaBOJHEHUs, — 3aMeTUI
MeTteop, OKMHYB XOJIOAHBIM B3IVIIOM ILJIeHHUKOB. — Kak OHU monanau K Bam?
OrHerpuB ycrtano neperisiHyacs ¢ Kpyrobokom. OH ObLT Tak W3MyueH, UTO
II0YTU He UCIIbIThIBa/I CTpaxa.

— UYeCTHO CKaszaTb, Mbl IUIBUIA II0 peKe, — HaCMelUIMBO Hayal OH. —
XoTenn He3aMeTHO TIPOOpaThCs B Balll Jlarephb U HaracTh Ha Bac, Kak BAPYT...

I'poMKMI KpPUK 3acTaBWI ero 3amosuark. M3 KycroB BblieTena HeBugrmMka
1, He pa3bupas moporu, bpocunachk K bepery.

— Mowu petku! I'me mou korsta?! OHa CK/IOHW/IACh HaJ KPOLIEYHBIMU
KOMOUKaMud M C 0e3yMHbIM BH/IOM O00Besia TI7la3amu coOpaBimxcsi, OyaTo
bosilach, UTO KTO-TO XOYeT OIsiTh OTHSITh y Hee Masblllleil. B crexnyroryto
CeKyH/Zly OHa YyXe $fpPOCTHO BbLIM3bIBajla MOKDPYI0 IIEpPCTKY, IIbITasCh



OZTHOBPEMEHHO COTPeTh U YCIOKOUThL 060mX. KameHb Tofioliies K cecTpe U 4To-
TO JIACKOBO 3alllenITasl el Ha yXo.

Cepe0OpsiHKa Me[jjieHHO TIpUO/IM3MIack K CBOEMY OTLY U BCTaza psJioM, He
cBozsg a3 ¢ OrHerpuBa u Kpyrtoboka. OrHerpuB ¢ obsierueHHeM B3/0XHYII,
BU/IS, C KAKUM PaBHO/yIIIMEM OHa CMOTPHUT KyZa-To moBepX rojoBbl KpyToboka.
Teriepb OH He COMHeBAJICH, 4YTO oub MeTeopa HU 3a UTO UX He BbIIACT.

Tem BpeMeHeM U OCTajibHble KOTbI Hauaid cobupatbcs Ha Oepery, c
MHOOOMBITCTBOM TIOTVISI/IbIBAs Ha KOTST ¥ BOMHOB ['po30Boro rniemeHyd. OrHerpus
y3HaJ/I cTapyo JIyxully, feaBllyrO BUJ, UTO BIiepBble BUAUT ero, U [laukyHa —
Lenurens Peuynoro muiemenu. [laukyH mogoiesn K HeBuauMke U MPUHSIICA
[leJIOBUTO OCMaTpUBaTh KOTHAT.

Bce Peunble KOTBI HAaCKBO3b BBIMOK/IM BO BpeMs HaBOJHeHUs. Mokpas
11epcTh, 00/ensisi Tena, MojuyepKuBasa UX Myraroiyo xyzao0y. 1o BcTpeuu c
Cepebpsinkoii OrHerpuB coBCceM HMHaue mpefcTap/sii cebe Peunbix koToB. OH
JyMasn, uTO OHU BCe JXUDHble W T/afIKUe, OTbeBllMecs Ha pbibe. Ho goub
Merteopa pacckasasna emy, UTO C He[JaBHUX T10p KaXK/bll Ce30H 3esleHbIX JIucTheB
[IByHOTHe TIOBaJUIUCh pa3buBath jarepss Ha Oepery PeuHoro miemenu. OHu
BbUIaBNIMBAIOT pbIOy, yOMBAIOT U pacIyryBaloT JiecHyt0 auub. Korja HacTymaert
Bpems ['o/bix [lepeBreB, [IByHOrHe yesKaroT, HO TOrZia ¥ peka 3aMep3aeT, U KOThI
y>Ke He MOTYT JIOBUTh PHIOY.

PeuHble KOTBI C HeTeprieHWeM XJaau HacTyruieHus ce30Ha FOHbIX JIucThes,
HO OTTerle/Ib MPUHecsa C cobol MaBO/IOK U 3aTOMKUIIA UX Jlarepb. ..

OrherpuB OT BCero cepjlia kajejl HeC4yacTHBIX, OJHAKO B UX IVla3aX OH
yuTas OTKPLITOE HeJoBepue U BpaxaeOHOCTb. Bokpyr cebsi oH B/ JIUIIIb
37100HO TIpYyKaThble YA U HePBHO TIOZ[parvBaroliie KOHUYMKU XBOCTOB. [Toxoxe,
uM ¢ KpyToO0KOM MpuUzieTcst MOTMOTeTh, MpeX/ie ueM PeuHble KOThI IOBEPST B TO,
YTO OHU He COOUpaUCh KPacTh 3TUX HECUACTHBIX KOTST!

MeTeop, HaKOHeIl, TI0)Ke/Iasl BhICYIIATh UX 00bsICHEHUS.

— Pacckaxky, Kak 3TO IIpOU30LLLIo, — Besiesl OH. OrHerpus pacckasal, Kak
yCJIbILIA/ MUCK KOTAT U yBU/Je/T Maslblllel, HeCyLLMXCS 110 TeUeHUIO Ha IIJIOTHUKE
Y3 BEeTOK.

— C kakoil cratu BOWHBI [PO30BOro TMjieMeHU CTanu Obl PUCKOBAaTh
YKU3HBIO pafiu Haimmx Kotat?! — mepe6un UepHswiii Korots, korma OrHerpus
HauaJl OMMChIBaTh, KaK €My y/Ia/loCh OTTOJIKATh IJIOTHK K Oepery.

OrHerpus BO3MYIL|€HHO 3alllUIle/l U IPUTOTOBUJICA [jaTh OTIIOP HarvieLy, HO
B JleJIo BMellasncsa cam Meteop.

— 3amonmuy, YepHeiii Korots! [lait eMy 10roBOpPUTS.

Ec/ii OH rOBOpUT HerlpaB/y, JIOXKb CaMa BCIUIbIBET Ha IT0OBEPXHOCTE.

— OH He jpKeT! — KpuKHysia HeBUMMKa, Ha CeKYH/y OTPBIBasiCh OT CBOMX



kotaAT. — C Kakoii ctatv ['po3oBoe 1iemMsi cTano Obl KpacTb KOTAT, fia ellle B
TaKoe BpeMsi, KOTZla h3-3a TaBO/[Ka BCEM YIPOXKaeT ro/IofiHasi CMepTh?!

— FEro paccka3z BeIISIAUT yOeauTeNbHO, — OCTOPOXKHO CKasasa
Cepebpsinka. — Korzma Bojia cTtanma npuObIBaTh, HaM MPHUIIUIOCH CIIEIIHO
TOKHMHYTh Jlarepb U YKPbIThCS B KyCTax, — MosicHuaa oHa OrHerpuBy. — Korza
MBI TIPUIUIM 32 HeBUAMMKUHBIMU KOTSITaMH, TO OKa3a JIOCh, UTO MX OCTa/lOCh
Bcero npoe. Elle nBoe ucue3nu. B [1eTCKOM TOMHOCTBIO CMBUIO BeCh IIOJ.
BuMo, 3T0 ¥ ObUT IJIOTUK, O KOTOPOM Thl TOBOPHMIIIb. Bojla mofxBaruia ux u
TIOHeC/Ia BHU3 10 TEUEHHIO.

MeTteop MejjieHHO KuBHY/J, U OrHerpuB C objerueHdeM 3aMeTHJ, UTO
PeuHble KOTbI CMOTPST Ha HUX 0e3 mpexHel BpakgeOHoCTH. Tonmbko YepHbiid
Korotb, He CKpbiBasg CBO€ro OTBpAIl[eHHUs], TIOBEPHYJICS K HHUM CITUHOW W
BO3MYIIIEHHO (DBIPKHY/I.

— B Takom ciyyae, MpuMHTe HaIlly UCKPEeHHIOI 0/1arolapHOCTh, — HEeXOTS
BLITOBOpU/T MeTeop, Kak OyATO eMy CTOW/IO OTPOMHBIX YCW/IHWN BbIPa3UTh
TIPU3HATEe/IbHOCTb BOMHaM ['p030BOTr0 MyIeMeHH.

— Ma! — mogxBatuia HeBuaumka, obopaurBasichk. [71a3a ee CBeTU/IUCH OT
cyacTbsl. — be3 Bac Mou KoTaTa 1orub/u obi!

OrHerpuB CMYIIIeHHO KUBHY/T U HEOKUJAHHO [I71s1 CeOst BBITIA/HIT:

— MokeT, Mbl CMO)KeM ueM-HUOyIb [TOMOUb BaM?

Pas3 Baiil j1arephb 3aTOIK/IO, a ANUb TTOTPSITaach W3-3a HAaBOJHEHUS, TO...

— Mgl He Hyxgaemcsa B moMolqu ['po3oBoro ruiemeHu! — 3apeBen
Meteop. — PeuHoe myieMst CIrtocOOHO caMo 1103a00THThCS O cebe!

— He Oyap miynijoM, — yKOpHU3HEHHO 3aroBopusa JIy)Kuiia, CepAnuTO IIIsi/s
Ha cBoero rnpeaBoauTesiss. OTHerpuB C elrle O0MBIINM YBa)KeHHEeM ITOCMOTpesT Ha
ctapyxy. OH 3Ha/, YTO HEMHOTHE KOThbl OTBa)KUMChH ObI TOBOPUTH B TaKOM TOHE

c rpo3HbIM MeteopoM! — TBosi TOpAbIHS He [A0BefeT Hac A0 mobpa!l —
TIPOZio/bKasia cTapasi KoposieBa. — ThI TIofyMaJl, Kak Oyzielllb KOpMHUTh T/IeMsI BO
BpeMsi TlaBojKa? PeiObl — TO Oosibilie Het! Tebe 1M He 3HaTh, UTO peKa
oTpasieHa!

— UT0? — wucnyraHHo BOCKIMKHYT KpyTobOokK, a OrHerpuB Juiilb MO4Ya
BbITapalluI [viasa.

— Bce 6emp1 ot 3THX [IByHOrMX! — mosicHuia Jlykuija. — B miporiibiii
ce30H FOHbIX JIucTheB peka Oblia uMcTasi U Mpo3padHasi, a peiObl B Hell ObLIO
XOTb 0TOaB/Isiti! A Tereph B Hell TJlaBaeT TOJBLKO Mycop U3 jiarepsi JJByHOrux. —
U poiba oTpaBneHa, — mnpockpurnes [TaukyH. — KoTel oT Hee 6onetoT. B aToT
ce30H [onbix [lepeBbeB y MeHsi ObUIO CTO/BKO KOTOB C 0O0/isiMU B JKelyJke,
CKOJTbKO 3a BCHO >KU3Hb He Ob1/10!

OrxerpuB Mosua oTBepHysicsi oT KpyToboka v 06Ben r/1a3aMu rosoaroimx



KOTOB. BONBIIMHCTBO U3 HUX CMYILEHHO OTBOAW/IU I71a3a, CThIASCH TOrO, YTO UX
OefiCTBeHHOE MOJIO’KeHUE CTa/I0 U3BECTHO BOMHAM M3 COCeIHero TieMeHH!.

[To3BosibTe Ham 1omMoub BaM! — nonpocun OrHerpuB. — Iloka Boza He
CX/JIbIHET U peKa He OUYMCTUTCS, Mbl MOI/IM Obl OXOTUTBCS [ijis BaC Ha CBOei
TEePPUTOPUU Y TIPUHOCUTH CroJia 100bIuy!

OH 3Han, 4To rnpezyiarasi IOMOLb 3TUM I'0JIOAHBIM, OH HapylllaeT BOMHCKUMI
yCTaB, TMPEeAINUCHIBAIOIIMM KOTaM XPaHUTb BEpPHOCTb TOJBKO OJHOMY-
eIMHCTBeHHOMY TyieMeHH. CuHsIst 3Be3/ja mpuiilia Obl B IpOCTh, ec/iu Obl y3Harla,
YTO OH XOUeT /Ie/IUTh C Bparamu CBsillleHHYI0 100biuy I'po3oBoro miemenu. Ho
OH He MoOr Gpocuth cocefeii B 6ese. CuHsiss 3Be3/ja caMa TOBOpH/IA, UTO Hallle
Gnaroriosiyuvie OCHOBaHO Ha CYIIleCTBOBaHWMM BceX ueThIpex TijieMeH! TakoBa
BOJIS1 3Be3/HOIO IlJIeMeHu!

— ThbI elCTBUTENBHO TOTOB CAe/aTh 3TO JI1 HAC? — MeJJIEHHO CIIPOCHU/
Meteop, HejJ0BepUUBO TpULLypHBas I71as3a.

— Ila, — otBeTUn1 OTHETpUB.

— W s Ttoxe! — moobeijan KpyToOOK, HEXXHO TOM/IsbiBas Ha CBOHO
CepeOpsIHKY.

— Torga me1 6yzem BaM oueHb OmaroziapHbl! — mpoBopuan Meteop. — Hu
OJViH BOUH PeuyHOro rjiemeHy He TPOHET BaC Ha Halllell TEpPUTOPHUH JI0 TeX 0P,
T0Ka BOJA He OTCTYIIMT U Mbl HEe CMOXKEM BepHYTbCS B CBOU Jjarepb. [locie
3TOTO MbI OyzieM camu 3a60TUTHCS O cebe!

C 9TUMHU C/I0BaMU OH TIOBEPHYJICSI W TMoIles obpaTHO B KycThl. KOThbI
TI0CJIeZIOBa/Iv 3a CBOMM TIpeAiBoAuTe ieM, Opocast Kochle B3misiibl Ha OrHerprBa U
KpyTo6oka. OrHerpuB TOHsI/I, UYTO OHHU TIO-TIDEXKHEMY He /I0BepSIIOT UM U He
BepAT B TO, UTO COCEU MPeJIOKUINA CBOK0 TIOMOLLb OT YUCTOI'O CepALia.

HeBuanmMka nokuHysa 6eper nocienHedi. OHa OepeXXHO TMOCTaBUIa CBOUX
MaJibIllield Ha JIalK{ ¥ TOJIKajla UX HOCOM, IoMorasi B306paThCsi Ha CKJIOH.

Crniacubo Bam! — 111erHyJ/1a OHa /Ipy3bsiM. — 1 HUKOT/Ia 3TOTO He 3a0yy!

Bckope OrnHerpuB u KpyTo6ok octanuck ofHu. Korja oHM CIyCKaauch K
peke, KpyToOOK BAPYT OCTAaHOBUJICS 1 HEIOBEPUMBO TTOKaya Cepoii T0/I0BOM:

— OxotuTtbes A1 uyxxoro rieMeHu?! Tloxoxe, Mbl CrigTUIn!

— A 4TO elje 0CTaBajsoch Aenarb? — B340xXHY/A OrHerpuB. — OCTaBUTH
VX yMUPaTh C rojioay?

— Hert, koHeuHo... Ho Ham cnienyet ObiThb ocTtopokHbiMu! Ecsiv Cusss
3Be3/a JorajaeTcs, OHa IOpBeT HacC B K/10Ybs!

«ma 3to cpenaet Korots, — mob6aBus npo cebsi OrHerpuB. — OH JIaBHO
rojio3peBaeT Hac B Jpy)kOe c PeuHbiM miemeHeM. KakeTcsi, CerofHsi Mbl
c/iesiany BCe, UToOBI /JaTh €My BO3MOXKHOCTh YOeJUThCSI B CBOel TIPaBOTe».



['maBa XIII

3aHMMaJIOCh X0J/IogHOE cepoe yTpo. OFHEFPI/IB HeXO0TsA BBITIOJ/I3 M3 CBOEI'0

TETJIOr0 THe3/bIlIKa U TOJKHYT B 60K Kpyroboka. — Yro..? — KpyTobok
MOBOPOYAJICSI M BHOBb 3aTUX, YKPbIB HOC MYIIMCTBIM XBOCTOM. — (OTCTaHb,
OrsHerpuB. OrHerpyMB HarHY/ TOJIOBY W OOAHY/M Apyra B Iijieuo. — Bcrasaid,
KpyTobok! — mporiernitan oH B camoe yxo Apyry. — Ilopa OXOTUTbCS [ijis

Peunoro niiemenu!

Ha stot pa3 KpyTo6oK MOTsHY/CS BCEM TesioM U 3eBHY/, IIIMPOKO pa3eBast
nacTb. OTHErpyB UyBCTBOBA/ cebst HUUYTh He Jiyuliie. OxoTa [ijisi PeuHbIX KOTOB
U BBINOHeHHe 00513aHHOCTe B COOCTBEHHOM I/IeMeHU OTHUMA/M y HUX BCe
Bpems U cuibl. HecMOTps Ha TO YTO Apy3bAM IMPUXOAUIOCH 110 HECKOJIBKY pas3 B
JeHb TIepexo/IuTh peKy, Tackasi [Jo0biuy PeuHblM KoTaM, yjaua TiOKa
COmyTCTBOBana MM. [Io cux mop HUKTO B I'DO30BOM ILJIeMEHU He 3aMeTH/l UX
YaCTbIX OT/IyYeK.

[MorsiruBasicb, OrHerpuB HACTOPO)KEHHO O0Besl  T/la3aMu  TIeliepy.
BOJIBIIMHCTBO BOVMHOB C/I1aJKO CIa/iv Ha CBOMX IOACTU/IKAX U3 MXa U, CyAd I10 UX
POBHOMY COTIEHHIO, BOTIPOCOB 3ajlaBaTh He cobupanuck. Jaxe crsiquii Korots
ceryac KasaJscs JIMIIb OTPOMHBIM KOMKOM M0JI0CAaTOU LLIEPCTH.

OrHerpuB OCTOPOXXHO MPOCKOJIb3HY/I MeX/Y BeTKaMH, 3aropa’kKUBaroIjuMU
BXOJ| B Ilelllepy, U BblLIe3 Hapy)Ky. B IepByl0 MUHYTy €My I10Ka3aj0Ch, UTO
narephb elije CIUT, HO BCKOPe U3 /IeTCKOM Bbine3na UepHoOypKa U, 3a/ipaB rOJIOBY,
03ab0ueHHO TIOHIOXasa BO3AyX. [lo-BUAMMOMY, CUIbHBIM ChIDOW BeTep e
pelmTe/IbHO He TIOHpPaBWIICH, IIOTOMY YTO KOpOJieBa pe3KO I[OBepHy/lach U
CKpbUIACh B [IETCKOM.

OrnerpuB nokocwicsi Ha KpyToOoka, [e/0BUTO OTpPSXUBABIIEr0 CBOIO
1IepCTb OT KOMOUYKOB MXa.

— Bce Tuxo! — menHyn oH. — MoxHO uATU. [Ipy3bsi TUXOHBKO
JBUHY/UCH uepe3 TO/SHY K marnopoTHUKaM. OHU ObLTM y)Ke Yy CaMOro BBIXO/Ia,
KOT7Zia €33/ pa3zasicsl 3HaKOMbIW 3BOHKUU F0JIOCOK:

— Ornerpus! OrHerpus!

OruerpuB moxonofen u obepHyscsa. Obmauko Beceno ceMeHWI K HEMY U
pajiocTHO Kpuuas Ha 6ery: — OrHerpus! [Togoxxau MeHs!

— OrHerpuB! — Tuxo npopbiyan Kpyto6ok. — Ilouemy TBO# IieMSTHHUK
uMeeT OOBIKHOBEHUE TIOSIBNISIThCSI B CaMbI  HEMOAXOJAIIMA MOMeHT?! —
3Be3aHOe T7IeMsi ero 3HaeT! — B37oxHYn OrHerpuB. — Kyza 3To BbI ujere? —

B030y)X7ieHHO rpombixTes1 O61auko, 0CTaHaB/IMBasICh TIepe]; BOMHaMU. — A MHe



MOYKHO C BaMu?

— Het! — otpe3an KpyTo60ok. — TOMBKO yUe€HHKH MOTYT BBIXOJUTH W3
jlarepst BMecTe C BOUHamu!

O6nauko HemnpusIi3HEHHO MOKOCUJICS Ha HeTo U MoBepHyJicsi K OTHerpuBy:

— A 4 Bce paBHO cKopo cTaHy yueHUkoM! IIpaBaa, Oruerpus? Ckaxu emy!

— Ckopo, HO He ceWuyac, — MATCKO Bo3pasun OrHerpuB, CTapasiCh
0CTaBaTbCs CIIOKOWHBbIM. OH MOHKWMaJI, UTO eC/IM OHU 3a/leprKaTcsl ellle HEMHOTO,
TO pa30yAsT Bce 1ieMsi, U TOTZa Y>K UM He OTBepPTeThCs OT paccripocoB. — [1oka
Thl He MOJKeIllb MONTU ¢ Hamu, O61auko. MbI U/leM BBITIOMHSATH Ba)KHOEe BOEHHOE
3aJaHue!

O6nauko BITapally/I I71a3eHKU U TIPOIIIenTalt:

— OTO TalHa?

— Pasymeercsi, — mipotunen Kpyto6ok. — OcobGeHHO /Jisi Ha/[0e/I/TUBBIX
ManeHbKUX KOTAT! — A s HUKOMY He cKaxy! — rmooberjan O6sauko. —
OrHerpug, HY, OXKaJlyicTa, BO3bMHU MeHsi C C060ii!

— Her! — mnoBropun OrHerpuB, B OTUYassHUM [eperisgAbIBasCh C
KpyTob6okom. — Bot uto, O6sauko. Ceituac Thl BO3BpalllaellibCsi B IeTCKYIO, U
ecmu Oyzernb Xopoillo cebsi BBeCTH, TO TIONO3XKe s BO3bMY TeOsi Ha OXOTY.
Upet? — [ono3xe? Hy, nagHo, — 6ypkHyn O651auko v 00MKeHHO TOTIescs B
CTOPOHY JeTCKOM.

OrxHerpuB MPOBOJAW/I €ro B3IVIIAOM [0 CaMOr0 BXOZA U TOJIBKO I0CJIe 3TOro
HBIDHY/T B TYHHeJIb. Y>Ke uepe3 HeCKOJbKO CeKyH/ oHU ¢ KpyToOOKOM BO BeCh
[lyX HeCJIMCh BBEPX 10 CKJIOHY.

— Hapetoch, OH He COOOIUT BCeMY IJIeMEHU O TOM, UTO Mbl C PAaHHETO
yTpa OTIIPaBW/IMCh Ha 3ajlaHue? — MporbixTesn Ha Gery Kpyrobok. — IToxke
Oyznem GecriokouTbcsi! — OTAyBasiCh, Opocu OTHErpuB.

HaxkoHel] oHU J00eXXanu [0 KaMeHHOW TPsifibl, PSZIOM C KOTOPOUM OOBIUHO
OXOTWIUCh. [laTpynu crofia 3arisifbiBaiu peiKo, TMO03TOMY MOXKHO ObIIOo He
oracatbcsi pa3o0/iadeHusi, KpOMe TOrO, VIaBlllee J[IepeBO TIO-TIPeKHEMY
0CTaBa/IoCh Ha CBOEM MeCTe, UTO 3HaUuMTe/IbHO 00/1eryano nepeHoc o0bIuu.

K Tomy BpeMeHH, KaKk OHM BbIOpa/sMCh Ha OINYIIKY Jieca, B Hebe craso
CBeT/iee, HO COJIHLIE BCe elje MpATajoCh 3a CepbIMM TyuyaMd. B Bo3myxe
YyBCTBOBA/IOCh MPUO/IDKeHUe oXKAsl, 1 OrHerpuB MpayHo MOAyMas O TOM, UTO
B TaKYIO TIOTO/ly BCS HOpMasibHasi [udb 0 Beuepa OyzieT CHjieTb B CBOMX HOpax.
OH mofHSA/M TONMOBY Y TIPUHIOXA/ICS. BeTepok IpuHeC CBeXUM M [OBOJIBHO
CWIbHBIM Oenuuuii 3anmax. OrHerpuB TIpUIIaj K 3eMJjie U TIOTO0/3 10/ 1ePEeBbSIMU.
Bckope OH 3amMeTW1 IIyCTPOTO 3BepbKa, CHYIOIIEro B KOpHSX Ayba.
HaberaBiuce, 6e/ika ycesach, B3sijla B iepe/iHMe JIalKy >Keny/lb U MPUHsIAch 3a

eny.



— Ecnu 6b1 oHa nouysiia Hac, — TIpollenTasa eMy Ha yxo KpyTobok, — To
MUTOM B37ieTesa Obl Ha iepeBo! OTHerpyUB KUBHYII

— Byznem okpy»arb, — 11emHyn oH. — O6X0/1 ee C TOW CTOPOHBI.

KpyToOOK CKOMB3HY/T B CTOPOHY, U €ro TeMHbIM CHUIY3T Hcue3 B TeHU
nepeBa. OrHerpuB I10-OXOTHUYBM W30THYJCS — Onarofiapsi e>kefHeBHOMN
TIPAKTUKe OH fleJia/l 3TO TIOUTU He 3a/lyMbIBasiCb — WM Hauas MpUOMKaThCs K
Oenke. BHe3armHO Ta HAaCTOPOXKWJIA YIIIKKM U TPEBOXKHO MOKPYTH/IA TOJOBOU —
BepOsSITHO, 3aMeTu/1a Kpaayirerocst KpyToboka miy rouysisia He3HaKOMBbIH 3arax.

OruerpuB Opocuncs Ha [Jo0OblUy U TIpWXKaa ee KOTTIMU K 3eMJe.
BrickouuBIImii u3-3a 1yba KpyToboK B MrHOBeHHe OKa 3aBepILu/I [elo.

— Hernnoxoe Hauano! — npobypuan OrHerpuB. KpyToGOK BBITUTFOHYT K30
pTa KOMOK Oe/ldubeii II€pCTH. — Y’KacHO ToIllasd U cTapas TBapb! —
noMopiwiacsi oH. — Hy ga magHo, u Takas crogutcs. OHU OPOJO/DKUAIA
OXOTUTBHCS, U BCKOpe WX A00blua TIOTOJIHWIACh KPOJIMKOM W TIapoi JieCHbIX
MbIieK. HecmoTpst Ha Tyuu, 3actunawoiiyve Hebo, OrHerpuB MOUYyBCTBOBAJ
TIpUO/IKeHe TIOJIHS.

— Ilopa otHecTu Bce 310 PeyHoMy 1iieMeHH, — peruunsa OH. — borock, Hac
CKopo xBatATcsA B jiarepe! Crierka CrOTHIKAasiCh TOJ| TSDKECTbIO OeNKy Y MBIILIY,
OH TepBbIM JBUHYJ/ICA K [IOBa/IEeHHOMY JepeBy. K cuacTbio, ypOBeHb BO/bI B peKe
Oosibllle He TMOBBIILIAJICS, Jla M Tiepexo[ To OpeBHY /[iaBajiCi WM TeTepb
3HAUMTeJILHO IMpOLLe.

Buaumo, ckasbiBanuCh exelHeBHble TPEHUPOBKU. B TO ke Bpemsl CTBOJ
IpeKpacHO IIpOCMAaTpUBaJICd CO BCeX CTOPOH, TaK YTO, CTyllasg Ha Hero,
OrHerpuB KaXKZibiii pa3 00s/ICsT, UTO UX 3aMeTUT COOCTBEHHBIM 030D.

IIpeoposieB nociefsHe HeCKOJILKO MEeTPOB IyTH, APY3bs NPLITHY/IU B BOAY
y 6epera PeuHoro rjiemeHH, BBICKOUWIN Ha CYIIy U, OTPSAXHYBILKCH, TIOHEC/IUCh
B CTOPOHY KYCTOB, B KOTOPBIX PeuHble KOThI yCTPOWIY cebe BpeMeHHbIH Jlarephb.

Buaumo, 3a HUMHM JaBHO Habmwofand, TIOTOMYy UTO CTOWIO UM
NIpUOIM3UTLCS K Jlarepro, Kak U3 KyCTOB TYT ke BbiCKoumsia O1jesioTkKa.

— Jlobpo moxkanoBaTb! — T0370poBanack oHa. B mocieqHee Bpemsi OHa
Jiep)kanacb HeCKOMbKo 0Oosee fpyxe/t00OHO, ueM B TOT JieHb, KOTZAA [IPY3bsi
BbUIOBW/IM U3 peKr HeBUAUMKUHBIX KOTHT.

Bcnep 3a raiiataeM TijieMeHU JIpy3bsi B/ie3/Id T10[] BeTKU OOSIPBILITHUKA, T7e
KOTJ]a-TO MpsiTanuch, nomxuaas Cepebpsinky. HaBomHeHue 3acTaBUio PeuHbIx
KOTOB TPY/IUThCS, HETIOK/Ia/asi Jiar, YToObl YCTPOUThL cebe BpeMeHHOe JKUJIHUIIIE.
OHM HaTalMIM TI0f, KyCThl MOX JJis1 IIOCTeJIeK, BBIKOIA/JU I10J KOPHSAMU
ry0OKyt0 siMy i1 XpaHeHusi efibl. K co)kasieHUto, cerofiHs B 3TOU siMe
CUPOT/IMBO JIe)KaJlv JIUILIb HeCKOJIbKO MBIIIeK /ia rnapa Apo3zaoB. Boseli-HeBonen
PeuHbIM KOTaM NPUXOAWIOCH MPU3HATH, YTO IIOMOLIL ['PO30BOr0O IUIeMeHU



SIBU/IACh KaK HeJb3sl KCTaTH.

OrHerpus TIOJIOKWUJT CBOIO JI0ObIUYy B 0010 Kyuy, KpyToOOoK rocsemoBan
ero TIpuMepy.

— Caexas efma?! — BOCK/IMKHYT KameHb, BBICKAKMBasi W3-10J KyCTa
BMecTte c Cepebpsinkoii. — Bot 3m0poBo! — CHauana Ha/lo HAaKOPMUTH
CTapUKOB W KOPOJIEB, — CTPOT0 HarloMHuU/Ia emy O1ie/ioTka.

— $1 oTHecy eny crapeiiivHaM, — Bbi3Basiach CepeOpsiHKa W,
obepHyBIMCch K KpyToOOKY, THX0 morpocuna: — I[loMoru MHe, MOXKamyHcTa.
Bo3bMu KposuKa.

OrHerpvB He Ha INyTKy rmepenyrancsi. Heyxenu CepeOpsiHka COBCceM
ToTepsiia pa3yM, PpeLIMBIIMCh Ha IJia3ax BCEro IUIEMEHU Ye[WHSIThCS C
KpyTtobokom?! [lo cux Top OHa BCerJa CTapajach [ep)KaThCsl MOAasblile OT
rocteii. [IBaxk/ibl IOBTOPSITH MPOCHOY He MOTpeOoBaioCh.

— Pa3zymeercs! — BockmukHyn KpyToOGok u, TOAXBaTHUB KpPOJMKa,
BBICKOUM/T U3-T107] KycCTa Bcsiesi 3a CepeOpsiHKOM.
— OT0 OoHU npaBubHO npuaymanu! — ofobpun Kamenb. — OrHerpus,

MOXeT, TIOMJelllb CO MHOM K KoposeBamM? OHM [aBHO XOTST JIAYHO
nobaroapuTh Tebs!

Bce ele o3aZiaueHHbIN cTpaHHBIM TOBefleHueM Cepebpsinky, OrHerpus
paccesHHO KuBHy/1. Cnenys 3a KamMHem, OH HeBOJIbHO MoAyMajl O TOM, Kak
CTpaHHO BU7IeTb Tiepesi co00M BovHA PeuHoro rjemMeHW U 3HaTh, UTO TOT, CaM
TOT'O He T0703peBasi, AABJIAeTCS IUIOTh OT IJIOTU I’ pO30BbIX KOTOB!

3abpaBiInch B Hacrex YCTPOEHHYH [AeTcKyto, OTHerpuB C pafioCTbIO
yBuzen HeBuzuMmky. KoposeBa pacTsiHy/nach Ha 3emMjie, a YeTBepO ee KOTAT C
YKaIHOCTBIO COCaMu MOJIOKO. OTHErpuB C YJOBOJbCTBUEM OCTasCsi Obl C HUMU
TI0/I0/TbIlIe, HO eMy He JiaBasia 1okosi TpeBora 3a Kpyroboka. ITo3mopoBaBImch ¢
KOpoJieBaMu U yOeqUBIINCh, UYTO OHU TO/|e/TUIN TIPUHEeCEHHYI0 UM 0esKy, OH
HeTepIieIMBO 1IeIHyJI Ha yX0 KaMHto:

— Tbl He Mor Obl MoOKa3aTh MHe, Kyaa moiiesn Kpytobok? Ham Hajo
II0CKOpee U/ATH, [I0Ka HaC He XBaTU/IUCh!

— Pasymeercsi! Wgu 3a mHoi! — 3artoponwicsi Kamenb. OH ObICTpO
nipuBes1 OTHerprBa B YKPOMHbBIN yroJioK 3a TpebHeM X0J/iMa, T7ie Ha THe3jax U3
BepeCKa M MarOpOTHUKOB OTAbIXa/M cTaperiunHbl. Cyas MO Ba/SIOLMMCS Ha
3emJie KJI0YKaM KpOJIMUbero Mexa, CTapuMKHU YCIIeJId He TOJIBKO IMOAeIuTh, HO U
CbecTb TIPUHECeHHYI0 efly. UyTh Moofia/ib, YWHHO 0OBUB XBOCTHI BOKDYT JIATIOK,
cunenu Kpytobok u Cepebpsiika. EziBa 3aBujieB OrHerprBa, OHU BCKOUWIU U
OpoCUTUCE eMy HaBCTpeuy.

B >kentbix rnasuiiax KpyToboka cBeTWlach Kakasi-TO CTpPaHHasi CMecCh
BOCTOpra ¥y CTpaxa.



— OrHerpuB! — BbInanua Apyr. — Tbl He mnoBepullb! 3Haelb, 4To
cka3zana MHe CepeOpsiHka?! OrHerpuB TPEBOXKHO OIVISTHY/ICS, HO KameHb yxke
yCIies CKpbITbCA B KycTax. HaChITUBILIMECS] CTapUKU COHHO KjleBa/ii HOCaMu, He
oOpaiijasi HUKaKOro BHUMaHUsI Ha TocTelt u3 ['po30Boro rjiemMeHu.

— Yt0? — cripocun OrHerpus, 4yBCTBYS, KaK OT TPEBOTU Y HEro HauvHaeT
TIOJJHUMAThCS I1epCTh Ha 3arpuBke. — TosbKo Tipoiity Tebsi, roBopu Tuille!

KpyTo6oK BO30Y)KZIeHHO Hak/JOHWIACS K HeMy. Kaszanoch, OH BOT-BOT
BBITIPbITHET U3 CBOEH IIePCTH.

— CepebpsiHka et KoTaT! Moux KoTsT!



['naBa XIV

Y Orsxerpusa ymano cepzte. OH GecrioMoIiHO TiepeBer r71a3a ¢ Kpyroboka
Ha CepeOpsiHKy. Ta BCs cBeTW/Iach OT CYaCThsl, ee 3ejleHble I7la3a JIyUW/IUCh
TOpPAO0CTHIO.

— TBoux kotaT? — mepecrnpocun OrHerpuB. — Bbl 06a B cBoeM yme?!
Terneps Bce mporano! KpyToOok cMyIiieHHO OTBes I7iasa.

— Hy... BoBce He obsi3arenpHO. $I, HampuMep, yBepeH, UTO KOTsTa
HaBCerja COeJWHAT Hac Apyr C ApyroM! — Bbl npuHajiexure K pasHbIM
IjileMeHaM, AypayuHa! — 3ammresn OTHerpuB U IO y»KacCy, MeJ/IbKHYBIIeMYy B
r71a3ax Apyra, MoHsl, uto KpyToOOK mpekpacHO Tipe[cTaBiisieT cebe rpo3siiyto
OnacHOCTb. — TbI BeJb [@aXke He CMOXKelllb OTKPbITO MPU3HATh 3TUX KOTAT! A
yto Oyznet ¢ CepeOpsiHKON? — OeCcrioMOIIIHO TTpobopMoTast OH, 060paurBasiCh K
kouteuke. — [logymait 0 cBoeM Mo/0KeHWH B ryieMeHu! Beap Thl He CMOKellb
HUMKOMY Ha3BaTb UMs OTLIA CBOUX JieTel!

— Mmue Bce paBHO! — orpe3ana CepeOpsiHKa, ObICTpo 00/M3aB CBOMO
rpyaky. — JloctaTouHo Toro, uTo s 3Haro, KTo ux ortel! [To mopge Kpyroboka
ObLIO BU/IHO, UTO OH OTHIOZIb He pa3jie/isieT ee YBepeHHOCTH.

— I'nymo Bce 310! — OYpKHY/ OH, — MBI He c/iefla/ii HUYero, 3a UTo Ham
Morio Obl ObITh CThIZHO! — OH npwkancsi K cBoeli CepeOpsiHke U
BCTPEBOXKEHHO MOCMOoTpes1 Ha OrHerpusa.

— 41 nmoHuMar TBOM UyBCTBa, — IPyCTHO OTBeTH/] OrHerpuB. — Ho TbI
TIPeKPacHO 3Haelllb, UTO HU OZIHO TijieMsi He 0/[00pUT TOro, 4To Tpou3oiuio. Yto
KacaeTcsi KOTST, TO OHU OyZlyT NMpUHa/Ie)KaTh PeuHoOMYy IyieMeHH.

Y Hero pa36o/esiock cep/iie OT OJHOW MBIC/IA O TOM, Kakue 6e/ibl OKUJAI0T
BMOO/IEHHBIX B caMoOM Hezlanekom OyayieM. Korza kKoTsita BBIpaCTyT U CTaHYT
BoMHaMU, KpyToboKy mpuzercs cpaxkarbcs npotuB Hux! OH oOpeueH BeUHO
paspbIBaTbCsl MEXKAY [JOJITOM I10 OTHOLIEHWIO K POAHBIM JeTsM, U BePHOCTBIO K
cobctBeHHOMY TuieMeHu! W He OygeT HUKakoW BO3MOXKHOCTU COXPaHUTh
TipeJJaHHOCTb Komy-To ofHomy! Tak wiu uHaue, KpyToOoKy mpuzieTcss crTaThb
rpejiaTesieM. ..

Bot ObI y3HaTh, KaK BbIlIlJIa U3 3TOW cuTyauuy Math KamHs u HeBuaiMku?
[MpuIiock 1 el XOTb pa3 B XKU3HU CPaXkaTbCsl TIPOTUB COOCTBeHHBIX fleTeit? OH
BCIIOMHWJI, Kak ZKenyap mnbitascsa 3alUTuTb KamHsA oT BOMHOB ['po3oBoro
rieMeHd. VHTepecHO, Kak OH OOBSICHSUI CBOe TIOBe/leHHe COpaTHUKaM?
Curyauus SIBHO BbIIVIsIZie/la Hepas3pelmnmou, a Terepb el Cy>KeHO TTIOBTOPUTHCS
— Ternepsb yxe c JeTbMu KpyToOoka.



OpHako OrHerpuB TpeKpacHO TOHWMAJ, YTO Ceilluac roBOpPUTb 00 3TOM
beccmbicsienHo. He cBofist 71a3 ¢ 3apocsieli KycTapHUKa, UTOOBI He TIPOIYCTUTh
TosiB/ieHUe KOTO-HUOY/Ib U3 PeuHbIX KOTOB, OH YTPIOMO CKa3all:

— KpyTobok, Ham TmiOpa BO3BpalllaThCs. YKe [JaBHO ToseHb. Hac,
HaBepHOe, Yyxe XBaTWiuCb. KpyToOOK HEXHO KOCHY/JCS HOCOM HOca
CepeOpsHKH.

Oruerpus npaBs, — LienHy/1 oH. — Hawm nopa uatu. He TpeBoxbcs! Harmm
KoTsiTa OyyT CaMbIMU KpacUBBIMU BO BceM Jiecy! CepeOpsiHKa 3a)KMypHUiIach OT
YA0BOJIbCTBUS, ee roJIoC Iepellies B IyCTOe MypJ/IblKaHbe:

— §1 3Har0... Mbl uTO-HMOYAL TipuAyMaeM. OHa BCTajia U MPOBOKasIa
r71a3aMM Jipy3ei, MOKa OHM He CKpbUIMCh 3a CK/I0OHOM xosMa. [lo pgopore
KpyTo00OK TO M [lefi0 OrisifibiBascs, Kak OyATO HMKAK He MOT 3acTaBUTh ceOs
paccTaThbCs C MHOUMOHA.

OrHerpuBy Ka3anoCb, OyATO B TPYAU Y HErO JIEXKUT TSDKEJIbIA XOJIO[HBIN
KaMmeHb. Kak [0/1ro HaMm yacTcs COXpaHUThb BCe 3TO B TaHe? PaHO MM MO34HO
KTO-HUOyZb W3 KOTOB Yy3HaeT mpaBay! Tep3asch TpeBOrod W CTpaxoM, OH
OTIOMHWJICSI TOJTBKO TOT/Ia, KOT/la CTIPLITHY/I ¢ OpeBHA Ha TeppuToputo [ po30Boro
riieMeHd. TyT OH MocTapascsi BbIOPOCUTh U3 TOIOBBI MBIC/IU O KOTATax. Hy>kHO
ObUIO CPOUYHO MpHUAYMaThb O/IarOBUHBIN TIPEAJIOT, UTOObI OOBSCHUTHL TIJIEeMeHU
CBOe [I0/IT0e OTCYTCTBHE.

— 1 pgymaro, HaZlo XOTb HEMHOIO MOOXOTUTHCS, — TIPEIJIOKUI OH
KpyToboky. — Ilo KpaiiHeii Mepe, Mbl CMOKEM. ..

OH He [OroBOpwI, TMOTOMY UTO C OMNYIIKK Jieca JOHeCCS 3HaKOMbI
TIPOH3UTEJIbHbIN FOJI0COK: —

OrnerpuB! Ou, OrnerpuB! OrHerpuB 3acTbll Ha MecTe. He Bepsi cBoum
r71a3aM, OH CMOTpeJ, KaK CKBO3b 3apOC/M MaropoOTHUKA K HUM IpPOJMpaeTcs
KpOIIIeuHbIN Oesibiii komouek. O6sauko!

— O, 6e3mo3rbIi HefoTerna! — mpocTtoHan KpyTo6ok.

IToHypuB rosioBy, Oruerpus HarpaBUiICs K IariOPpOTHUKAM.

— O6sauko, 4TO ThI TYT Jleaelllb? — TPO3HO CMPOCUT OH — KaxkeTcs, st
Besies1 Tebe ocTaBaThCs B jiarepe?

— A s Bac BeIcsiequn! — moxBactasics Ob6smauko. — I ¢ camoro Havasa
ciegun 3a Bamu! [nsans B sicHble TosyOble T1a3eHKW Maribiiiia, OTHerpuB C
y’KacoMm TIOHsI, YTO OHM Ionajvchb. Hanexkzga orpasparb CBOe OTCYTCTBUE
paHHeli oxoToi pyxHyna. Ob6sauko, HaBepHsiKa, BUe/, Kak oHU ¢ KpyTobokom
Tieperpas/Isi/INCh Uepes PeKy.

A wen no BameMmy 3amaxy A0 CamMOM KaMeHHOM Tpsifibll — TMpoao/mKal
ynuBathcsi cBoumu nogsuramu O6mauko. — OrHerpus, a uto Bbl ¢ KpyToOoKOM
JleslaJid Ha TeppuTtopyu PeuHoro nyiemeHu?



[Tpexxme yem OrHerpuB Hallesicsi C OTBeTOM, U3 KyCTOB pa3Zajics elle OfuH
rosioc. EflBa yc/ibliiaB 3TOT HU3KUM, yrpoKaroiuii 6ac, [py3bsi TIOHS/IU, UTO
TIpOMasIH.

— $ Toxe xoren ObI yC/bIIaTh OTBeT Ha 3T0 Borpoc! OrHerpus
TIOYYBCTBOBAJ/, UTO y Hero moaruOaroTcs jarbl. M3 3apocsieit GypbIX JTOMKUX
T1artOpOTHHUKOB HETOPOIIMBO BbIlle1 Korots.

— OrHerpuB oueHb Xpabpeiii! — 3aBormu O61aYKO, BOCII0/Ib30BaBIIMCH
TeM, UTO ero CTapliuue [py3bsi 3aMep/iv C Pa3UHYTbIMUA pTaMu. — OH BBITOJIHSA
Ba)KHOe BOEHHOe 3a/laHve, OH caM MHe cka3zaia! — Bor kak? — mnpoumurnen
KoroTh 1 B I71a3ax ero npoMebKHY/I0 OTKPOBEHHOE JIF0OOIBITCTBO. — A OH He
cka3as Tebe, B ueM 3aK/IFOUAeTCs 3TO Ba)KHOe 3a/laHue?

— Het, HO 9 cam poraganca! — [ApoXxa OT HeTepIieHWs, BbIaanl
Ob6nauko. — Onu ¢ KpyTobokom minvoHuny 3a PeunbiMu kotamu! OrHerpus,
CKaXku, Be/lb rpasza’?

— 3amonmuu, KoTeHOK! — psBkHY1 Korote. — Hy? — yrpoxatoie
TIPOTSHYJI OH, IV Ha OrHerpusa. — OTO Ipasja?

OrHerpuB mneperisiHy/csi ¢ KpyToOOKOM, U cpa3y TMOHSII, YTO Ha e€ro
TIOMOIIlb PACCUUTHIBATL OecCMbIC/IeHHO. [Ipyr C/IOBHO TIpUPOC K 3emjie |
3aCTHIBLIMMM OT y’Kaca IVia3aMyd CMOTpeJI Ha [vialaras.

— MBbI X0auIM TTIOCMOTPeTh, HACKOJIBKO pa3/iuiach peka, — rnpobopmoTan
Orxerpus. ITo KpaiiHeil Mepe, 3TO ObIZIO HEe COBCEM JIOXKbIO.

— Heyxemu? — KoroTs nmomomnuan, o0Bo/sl 171la3aMyd OKPeCTHOCTU. — A
rJie OCTajbHble 030pHbIe U3 Balllero narpyas? Y KTo rnocsan Bac? — CIPOCHT
OH U 106aBW/I, SIBHO Hac/laXx/Aaschb cMmyileHreM OrHerpuBa: — $1, 1Mo KpaiiHeit
Mepe, 3TOrO He Jie/iajl, XOTs IMYHO OTIIPaBWUJI CerofHs BCe MaTpy/ii Ha IPaHULbl!

— Mpbl... MBI 1mpocTo mofymManu... — JpPOXKALIWM TOJ0COM Hayasl
KpyTo0OoK.

KoroTh flake He MOBepHYJ TOJIOBY B ero ctopoHy. OH Mpubau3ui CBOIO
OrpOMHYI0 Tr0/ioBy K OTHerpMBy W MNpOpbIYad, OMajssgd ero JiMLo CBOUM
HEUYUCTBIM /IbIXaHUEeM:

— BoT uTo 51 ckaxy Tebe, moMallHss KUCKa — $ ABHO 3aMeTH/I, UTO Thl
BOJIUIIIb APYXOy ¢ PeunbiMu KoTamu. HaBepHsiKa Thl TaM IIMUOHUI, BOT TOJIBKO
nnist koro! MoxeT ObITh, Thl JOHOCWUI CBOMM [Jpy3bsM Ha Hac? Ha ubeli ThI
CTOpOHe, xoTen Obl si 3HaTb! — Tbl He WMeelllb TpaBa OOBUHATL MeHsS B
y3MeHe! — OIIeTUHUBLINCh, KpUKHYA OrHerpuB. — S BepeH ['po3oBomy
rieMeHu! Korots npespuresibHO 3alluries.

— B Takom c1yuae, Thl He CTaHelllb BO3paXkaTb, €C/AM Mbl Celyac BCe
BMeCTe BepHeMCs B Jjiarepb U AonokuM CrHel 3Be3fie O Ballled SKCIeJULIMA B
PeuHoe myiems. /laBaiiTe y3HaeM, YTO OHa JiyMaeT O Balllel MpeZjlaHHOCTH.



Yro Kacaetcsi TeOs, — rmpommren oH, rasAs Ha OO6mauko. MaJblii
TIOIBITA/ICS CMeJI0 BbIepKaTh ero B3IVIsSZ, HO HEBOJIbHO IOIATW/ICA Has3aj. —
Cunsis 3Be3/ja pacropsiiuiach, UToObl HU OAWH KOTEHOK He TOKW/as Jiarepb B
OAVHOUKY. Wnu Thl AyMmaelllb, UTO 3aKOHbI TiJileMeHW K Tebe He OTHOCSTCS?
Bepeliib IprMep CO CBOEro po/iCTBeHHUUKA, KoTeHOK? Ha 3ToT pa3 Ob6auko He
TI0OCMeJT BO3pakaTh, U B €ro royObIX I7la3Kax MpOMeTbKHY/T HaCTOSIIUM CTpax.

Korots pe3ko noBepHy/ICs U IOLe/ B CTOPOHY Jiarepsl.

— He 6yzem Tepsth Bpemsi! MivTe 3a MHOM, Bce Tpoe! — TpuvKa3aJi OH.

Bouigs B sarepb, OrHerpuB cpa3y 3ametun CuHioro 3Be3ny. Crost y
nofHoXkus1 Beicokor Ckasbl, MpeBOAUTE/IbHULIA BBIC/TyIIMBa/a JoK/az bypaHa,
Honroxsocrta u Kructouku.

— Peka pa3muiack o camou I'pemsitent Tporbl, — mpoHeccs o OrHerpusa
03aboueHHbIli TosIoC BypaHa. — Eciu Bojja He CXJ/IbIHET, Mbl He CMOXXeM
IIPUCYTCTBOBATh Ha ciieayronieM CoBete. — Y Hac elje eCTb BpeMs... — Havaja
Cunsis 3Be3/ia U TYT Ke 3amoJuana, yBuzeB ripubmkatoiierocsi Korrsa. — Uro
C/IyYn/IoCh?

— TomoOyticst Ha 3TUX KOTOB, — coobiiun Korots. — Xopotiasi Tpouija
— HenoC/IYLLIHbIM KOTEHOK U JIBOe rpejaresei!

— Ilpepmarenmu?! — mnosTopun [lOArOXBOCT, HEINPUSA3HEHHO [VIAAs Ha
OrnerpuBa. — Yero elrje MO>KHO OBbL/IO OKUJATh OT JIOMAIITHEero KOTHKa?!

— XBatut! — Benena CuHsAg 3Be3a, U B ee rojoce MOCIbILIANOChE ejie
3ameTHOe pblyaHue. CKJIOHUB rOJIOBY, OHA OTITYyCTW/A MaTpy/abHbIX: — MoxkeTe
uatu. Bce. — 3arem moBepHynack K Kortio: — Terneps 00bsICHU MHe, B UeM
neno. — $1 yBujen, Kak 3TOT KOTeHOK yOeraeT u3 jarepsi, — Hauan Kororts,
MaxHyB XBOCTOM B CTOpoHy O6sauka. — IToCKO/IbKYy ThI pacropsiiviach He
BBIMYCKaTh KOTAT W3 Jiarepsi 6e3 COMpOBOXKZEeHUsT BOMHOB, s PeIln/ MOCKopee
BepHYTh ero obparHo. OfHAaKO Korja si TMOAHSJICS Ha CK/IOH, TO TOHSJI, YTO
MaJIblll TpecjefyeT yer-To 3amax. — OH moMe[ua U FPO3HO MOCMOTpesT Ha
OrnerpuBa u Kpytoboka. — 3amax Bes BHU3 oT HarpeTbix KamHeii, K KaMeHHOI
rpsige. [lomoiinsa Gmke, s yBUZIEN BOT 3TUX BOT Xpabpbix BoMHOB. Kak Tbl
JiyMaelllb, 4yTOo OHU Jenanu? OHU BO3Bpallla/IMCh C TeppuTopun PeuHoro
rieMeHu! Korga g cripocus MX, KaK OHU Tyja IOMaavd, TO OHU HarvleJid MHe
KakKUX-TO HeObUTul]. 3asiBUMM, OyATO MOIIN TOI/ISi/IeTh, /AafeKo Jid Pa3inujiach
peka! OrHerpuB ©XKajcsd, oxujas camoro xyzauwero, Ho CuHsaa 3Bes3ja
OCTaBaJlach CIMOKOKHA. — JTO mpasja? — crpocuia oHa. [lo gopore B sareps y
OrHerpuBa ObIZIO OCTAaTOYHO BpeMeHH, uToObI Bce 06ayMaTh. OH TIpeKpacHO
TIOHWMaJI, UTO ero »</ieT, eC/u BAPYT TomnbiTaeTcss o6mMaHyTh CHHIOHO 3Be3ny.
3arisiHyB B ee My/Zipble, BHUMaTeJIbHbIe I71a3a, OH MOHSI/I, YTO pacCKaXkeT el BCHO
TIpaBy, a TaM Oy/ib, UTo OyZIeT.



— Jla, — B37I0XHY/T OH. — MBI MO>XKeM BCe O0OBSICHUTB, MPOCTO... — OH
HEeBOJIbHO TNOKOCU/ICS Ha rnamaras. Cunss 3Be3ja ycrasno 3akpbuia miasa. Korga
OHa OTKpbLJIa UX BHOBb, JIUI[0 ee ObLI0 HEIPOHUI[AEMO.

— Korots, s cama pa3bepycb c 3TuM fenom. Moxelib uaTu. Kasanocs,
KoroTb x0Tes 4yTo-TO BO3pa3uTh, HO, BCTPETUB TBep/ibiv B3r/isi CrHen 3Be3[bl,
ripomosiuai. KopoTko KMBHYB, OH TTOBEPHYJICS Y TOLIE/ K CKIa[y eIbl.

— CHauana s Xo4uy MOroBOpUTH C ToOou, Obmauko, — ckasana CuHsS
3Be37ia, MOBOPAUMBAsiCh K 0e/I0CHEXXHOMY KOTeHKY. — Thbl 3Haelllb, ToueMy s
3arpeTH/ia KOTATaM U YUeHUKaM BBIXOJUTh U3 jlarepsi 6e3 cOrpoBOKIAeHUs ?

— [ToTomy uTO pa3nuB oueHb oraceH! — yrpromo rpodypuan Obmauko. —
Ho g-to...

— Tel ocnyiazcs Moero mpuka3a W Oyfelllb Haka3aH. TakoB 3akoH
niemenu. OrHerpuB rmoayMman, uto OO0/auko HauyHeET CIIOPUThb, HO, K €ro
OrPOMHOMY 00J/1eTUeHHI0, MaJIBIIII TTIOCYIITHO CK/IOHU/ FOJIOBY ¥ MSIYKHY/T:

— [la, Cunsisi 3Be3ga. — $1 3Har0, UTO HECKOMBKO [AHeW Hazaj, Kororthb
OTIpaB/sii Tebsi yXakKvBaThb 3a CTapedmmHaMmu. S MprKas3biBaio Tebe BHOBb
B3iTh Ha cebsi 3Ty 00s13aHHOCTH. 3aroMHM, OO6auKO, CAYKUTb U TIOMOTAaTh
yjieHaM TJIEMEHU SIBJIIETCS YeCThbIO /11 KaK0ro korta. Hamn moar — omnekarb
Manbliiield ¥ 3a00THUTBCS O cCTapukax. Ho [Joir uecTw BeUT HAM  TakKe
GeCrpeKOC/IOBHO BBITIONHATE 3aKOHBI TJIEMEeHU. A Terepb WU U Jieiaid BCe, O
yeM IMOMPOCIT CTapEUILINHBI.

KoTeHOK OBICTPO KMBHY/ W 1MOOeXKasl 1o TI0JIsiHe, TOPZ0 3aJpaB Ma/IeHbKUM
XBOCTUK. OrHerpvB IOAO3pE€Ba/, YTO MaJbIll JaBHO TIPWKWICS B Tiellepe
CTapUKOB, MO3TOMY OH HUCKOJIBKO He MOUYBCTBOBAJI TSPKECTH HaKa3aHUsI.

CuHsist 3Be3/ia cefla Ha 3eMJTIO, TIOIBEPHYB 107 ce0s Tarku.

— Pacckakute MHe, UTO IPOU30LLLIO, — BeJjiesia OHa.

Habpa B rpygp rmobosbiiie  Bo3ayxa, OrHerpuB  pacckasan
TIpe/IBONTE/ILHULIE O TOM, KaK OHM C KpyToOOKOM craciv [JBOUX KOTAT M3
PeuHOoro ruieMeHH, Kak peIIWId OTBECTH WX J0MONW W ObuM 3a/iep>KaHbl

[,030pHBIMU.

— OHHM 1oBe/iM HaC B CBOM Jiarepb, HO Mbl He CMOIVIM TyJa MOMacTb, —
00bsicHUT OH. — WX OCTpOB 3aTonwio BOJOM, TaK UTO BCEMY ILIeMeHU
TIPUIIIOCH TIOKa Trepebpatbcs B KycThl. OHU [J0 CUX TIOP YKUBYT TaM.

— IloHATHO. .. — npotsaHyna CuHAg 3Be3ja.

— Y HUX HeT HUKAaKOro YKpbITUS, — Mpogo/pkan OrHerpuB. — U efpl

nouty HeT. OHM CKa3ayid, uTo [IByHOTHe 3arps3HWIN PeKy U OTPaBWIU phIOY.
CneB ee, kKoTbl OonetoT! [1pu 3TUX C/I0BaxX OH ToOMMas Ha cebe BCTpeBOKEHHbIH
B3r/1si; KpyToboka. ZIpyr siBHO He XOTes coob1iaTh CBOeMy IjieMeHH O caboctu
cocezieli. OrHerpys BIIO/IHe pasfessl ero onaceHus. OH 3Haj, 4yTo B I'po3oBoM



TIJIeMeHW HalzieTcsl HeMaslo BOMHOB, TOTOBBIX BOCIIO/Ib30BaThCsl OeCTBEHHBIM
1oJ/Io’KeHreM PeuHbIX KOTOB [ijis1 TOTO, UTOOBI HarlacTh Ha HUX. TeM He MeHee OH
noBepsin CuHeli 3Be3je W 3Ha/l, UTO OHA He CTaHeT YCYryonsith Oebl
cocesield. — BOT MBI M 3aX0Te/M 4eM-TO [MOMOYb UM, — 3aKOHUWI OTHErpuB. —
MBl... MbI TIPEAJIOKAIA OXOTUTHCA /11 PeuHbIX KOTOB Ha Hallleld TepPUTOPUMN U
NpUHOCUTE UM J100b1uy. CerosHs Korotrh yBHZE/N, KakK Mbl BO3Bpallla/viCh
obparHo...

— Mpbl HuKakue He Tipegarenu! — BctaBua KpyToO6ok. — MBI MPOCTO
xotenmu 1iomoub! CuHsss 3Be3sa OBICTPO B3IVIsIHY/Ia Ha Hero, IOTOM CHOBA
noBepHysiach K OrHerpuBy. B3rmsii ee 661 cypoB, HO OrHerpuB mpodyes B HEM
TIOHMMaHue.

— Bce sicHO, — CKasasia rpeaBoAuTe/bHULIA. — 1 0TUaCcTH yBakaro Ballld
nobpbie HamepeHus. Bce KOThbI, He 3aBUCMMO OT TOTO, K KaKOMY TIJIeMeHH OHU
TIPUHA/IIeXXaT, UMEIOT MPaB0 BBDKUTH B TPyAHOe BpeMs. Ho o6a BbI ITpeKpacHO
3HaeTe, UTO MOCTYNWINA He TakK, Kak Iojo0aeT BovHaM. Bbl He Me/Ti HUKAKOTro
rpaBa CaMOCTOSITEJIbHO MPUHKUMATh CTOJIb CEPbe3HOEe pelleHWe U IeMCTBOBaTh
CKPBITHO, 0OMaHbIBasi coOCcTBeHHOe Tiiemsi. Bol conranu KorTio, 1o MeHbIiei
Mepe He CKasajM eMy [pasiy, — IIONpaBUIach OHA, BU[S, KaK BCKUHYJ/ICS
OrHerpuB. — A camoe [JIaBHO€, Bbl OXOTW/IMCh [JI1 UYy>KOTO IJIEMeHU TIpex7e,
yeM BBITIOJTHWIA JIO/T Tiepe], cobcTBeHHBIM. Takoe TOBeZieHHe He MPUCTAJIO
BOWHAaM.

OrHerpyB MYUWUTEIbLHO CIVIOTHY/I KOM B ropse. I[IOKOCMBLIMCHL Ha

KpyToboKa, OH yBUjle/, UTO APYT He TOJAHUMAaeT I7la3 OT CBOMX JaroK. — Mbl
3HaeM, — B3A0xHyn1 OrHerpuB. — HaM oueHb CTBIJHO. — JTOrO
He/l0CTaTouHo, — oTpe3asa CuHss 3Be3/ia, NOBbIIIas rojsoc. — Bbl MoHeceTe

Haka3aHue. [10CKo/IbKY BbI Besid cebsi HeIOCTOMHO 3BaHUSI BOMHOB, S 3aCTaBJIHO
BacC IMOOBITh B IIKype YueHUKOB. C CEerofiHsIIHEro /JHs Bbl OyZieTe OXOTUTBCS IS
HalllUX CTapellIMH Y yXakuBaTh 3a HUMHM. Kpome TOro, s /ivilial0 Bac IpaBa
BBIXO/IUTh U3 jlarepsi 6e3 COMpOBOK/EHHS KOro-HUOY/Ib U3 BOWHOB.

— Y-uro? — BCcKpuUKHyn OrHerpuB, HEBOJIbHO TMOMSTHBLIKCH OT
BO3MYyIlleHUsi. — Bbl HapylIuIM BOWMHCKUM ycTaB, — HamoMHwWia CHHsS
3Be3ma. — [loCKO/IbKY BaM Hesb3s BepUTh, si Oyly BBIMyCKaTh Bac W3 jareps

TOJILKO T1071 TIPUCMOTPOM TOT'0, KOMY /oBepsito. M uToOBI yXa Balliero He ObIJIO B
Peunom riemenu!

— Ho... HO MBI He OyzileM CHOBa yueHUKaMH? — miposierietan KpyTobok. —
Het! — Becenble MCKOpKM 3aruigicaavd B rmia3ax CuHen 3Be3nbl. — Bbl MO-
Tpe)KHeMY OCTaHeTeCh BOMHAMU. PacnyCTUBILMMCS JTUCT y>Ke He MpeBpaTUlllb B
rnouky. Ho 10 Tex nop, 1oka s He YBHXY, UTO Bbl XOPOLLIO 3alIOMHU/IA 3TOT YPOK,
Bbl Oyznere >XUTh U BeCTH Ce0si KakK yueHUKH. SIcHO? OrHeErpuB C TPYZOM



BLIDOBHsI JbixaHue. OH OueHb TOPAW/ICS 3BaHHEM BOWHA U TOTOB ObLI
MPOBAJ/IUTHCSA CKBO3b 3€MJIK0 OT CThIZiAd TMPUA OJHOM MBICM O TOM, uTO CHHSSA
3Be3la TOMBKO UTO JMINW/IA €ro BCeX IIOJI0)KeHHbIX BOWHAM TMPUBUJIETUM.
OpHako OH TIOHMMaJ, YTO CIOPUTh C Hel OeccmbicsieHHO. Kpome Toro, B
ryOuHe AYIW OH 3Hasl, YTO HaKa3aH CIIpaBe//IUBO.

— Ha, Cunsia 3Be31a, — MOUTUTEJIbHO TTOKJIOHU/ICS OH.

— YecTHOE CJIOBO, HAM OU€Hb CThIIHO, — OypkHY/1 KpyToOOK.

— $1 3Hat0, — KuBHY/Ma eMy Cunsia 3Be3zia. — Moykellb UATH, KpyToOOK.
A Tbl, OrHerpuB, 3aIeEpXXUChb ellle Ha MWUHYTKY. Y/JUBJIEHHbIM W CJIerkKa
BCTPEBOXKEHHbIM, OH TTOBUHOBAJICA. [IpeaBOAUTEIBHILIA MOTUA MO 0X/Aaa, MOKa
KpyTo0O0K OTOM/IeT HaCTOMBKO, UTO HE CMOXKET YC/IbIIIaTh UX Pa3roBopa.

— Ckaku MHe, OrHerpuB, BO BpeMsi HABOAHEHHS TOTUO KTO-HMOynb U3
PeuHbIx KOTOB? — crnpocu/a oHa. ['0/ioC ee 3Bydasi CHOKOMHO, HO CHMHUeE T71a3a

TakK ¥ BOWIKUCH B miio OrHerpuBa. — Kro-HuOyzab U3 BOMHOB? — $I TOUHO He
3Hat0, — 4eCcTHO oTBeTU1 OrHerpuB. — Bo BcsikoM ciyuae, Meteop HUuero o6
3TOM He roBopui. — CuHsisi 3Be3fla HaxXMypuiach W, 3aMmosvana. [Torom ese

3aMeTHO KUBHY/IA, Oy/ITO OTBeuasi KAKUM-TO CBOUM MBIC/ISIM.

— Wmn, OruerpuB. Hatigu KpyToboka 1 CKayKy eMy, UTO s pa3peliiiia BaM
o0ouM T10ecTb, — BeJjieJla OHa, HAaKOHell, U TOJIOC ee 3BydYas TO-TIPeKHEMY
TBepAo0: — U npunuim ko MHe Korrs.

OrHerpuB MOK/IOHU/CS U oTotlen. OH f106pen y»Ke [0 cepe/luHbI TOJISHBI,
KakK 4TO-TO BAPYT 3aCTaBU/IO ero obepHyTbcs. [IpeaBoAuTtesibHUIIA Je)kana y
nofHoXxus1 Beicokor Ckasibl, yCTpeMUB B3IVIs[, KyZAa-TO BAaab. UTO 3HauwIu ee
HacToluuBble paccrpocki? [ToueMy oHa Tak OecriokouTcsi 0 BoMHax PedHOro
IJIeMeHH ?



I'naBa XV

— CMmoTpuTe, KTO 3TO TyT 3aBTpakaeT! Heykend Hall HOBBIM yYe€HUK
Oronek?!

OrHerpyMB OTOpBaJ/ICSI OT CBOEM TOJIEBKA W YBUJEJ CTOSIIEr0 Haj HUM
[osroxsocra.

— ThI TOTOB UATU HAa TPEHUPOBKY? — MPOJAO/KaJ HaCMeXaTbCs BOUH. —
Korots Ha3HauW/ MeHs TBOUM HaCTaBHUKOM!

OrHerpMB He TOPOMSCh MPOIVIOTAI TIOC/TEJHUM KyCOYEeK TMOJIeBKU U
noAHsyicss Ha Jjanbl. OH goragancs, B uem fgeno. CuHsS 3Be3ja pacckasasa
KorTio 0 Ha/loOKeHHOM Haka3aHuu, a Kororb, He Tepsii BpeMeHM, TYyT Xe
OpraHu30Ba/ HOBbIN TATPy/ib Y TOCTaBWU/I BO I/IaBe ero KOTa, KOTOPbIA OOJIbIle
Ipyrux HeHaBuziesn Oruerpusa.

KpyTo060K BCKOUM/I € 3eMJTH U Bpocusics K JlonroxBocrTy.

— [ymaii, yTo TOBOpUILIL! — 3a0pas OH. — MbI Tebe He yUeHUKH, TTOHSI?

— Y MeHs Apyrue CBeJleHUsi, — CIIOKOWHO OTBETWJI [JONTOXBOCT W HAIJIO
o06m3Hyncs, OyATO TOMBKO UTO ChET UTO-TO BKyCHOoe. — Torza Mbl 00bsSICHUM
Tebe, B ueM fiesio, — Tipoitunen OrHerpus, XJjella ce6s XBOCTOM 10 O0KaMm. —
Xouelllb, yTOOBI s1 HajlopBaa Tebe BTopoe yxo? [osroxeBoct moratuics. OH He
3a0b1 mepBoro mnosiejieHusi OrHerpwBa B jarepe. Torma OHM He Ha IIYTKY
CLEeMWINCh, W [OMAallHWM KOTEHOK HU B YeM He YCTYNWI JIeCHOMY KOTY.
OrHerpuB TIPeKpPacHO 3Has, UYTO eC/Id BCe JaBHO 3a0bLIM O TOM CTBIUKE, TO
pBaHOe yXO HUKOI/Ia He TI03BOJIUT []0/Ir0OXBOCTY TIOTEPATh MaMSTh.

— Ilonerue! — owetunuica oaroxsoct. — Korote mooTpeiBaeT BaMm
XBOCTHI, €CJIM TPOHeTe MeHs!
— Yro X, geno Toro cTout! — XMbIKHY/T OrHerpuB. — ToJIbKO MOTIpoOyi

ele XOTh pa3 Ha3BaTb MeHsd OTrOHBKOM, U 1 OXOTHO Togapto KorTio cBor xBOCT!
Bot Tonbko TeGe OT 3TOTO Jjierye He CTaHeT, YK moBepb MHe! [[0/TOXBOCT
TpoMoJTYa7 U Kak HU B ueM He ObIBa/I0 MPUIIAAW/ SI3bIKOM IIePCTb Ha OOKY.
[Toxoske, OrHeTpuBY BCe-TaKu y/1aioCh COUTh C HETO CIeCh.

— JlagHo, nouwtu! — nposopuasn oH. — [lopa 0XOTUTBCS.

Ipy3bsi BBIOpPaA/MCh W3 TMAllOPOTHUKOTO TYHHEJII Y TIOAHSIMCH 10 CKJIOHY
xonMa. [Jo/ITOXBOCT TMie/icss C3aii M TPOMKO JiaBajl COBeThl, rjje Obl OH
TIpeirioue/l OXOTUThCS, OKaKHMCh Ha Mecte OrHerpuBa ¢ Kpyrobokom. [Ipy3bs
YIIOPHO MOJTYa/Id, @ OYYTUBIIMCH B JieCy, U BOBCe TepecTanu obpailjatb Ha Hero
BHUMaHUe.

[leHb BbIIA/ICA XOMOAHBIM W TIAaCMYPHBIM, C HeOa HaKparbiBal J0XKAb. Bcs



IWYb TIOMpsATasach MO CBOMM HOpaMm. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, KpyToOOK 3ameTun
Kakoe-TO [BIDKEHHEe B JIMCThSIX TMAllOPOTHHKA YW Opocwics Ha TOWCKH, a
OrHerpuB coBceM TPHYHbIA. OH peltua 0blJ10, YTO UM TIPUAETCS BO3BpAI[aThCs
B jlarepb 6e3 100bIUM, KaK BAPYT 3aMETH/ Y KOPHEH JeliHbI JKUPHOTO 3510/THKa.
[Mogo6paBiivick, OrHeTpyUB Me/JIEHHO TIOMO/M3 K HUUYEro He MO/i03peBarollleid
TITHULIE.

OH y»Ke B3ABIOW/ 3aTrPUBOK M W3TOTOBUJ/ICS K MPBDKKY, KaK COBCEM PsIOM
pasjancsi TpOMKUM BOmb [loiroxBocTa: M 3TO Thl Ha3biBaelllb OXOTHUYbeH
croiikoii?! Jla Xxpomoi KpO/MMK U TOT cAenaeT jydiie! 3sg0/1MK CTpeMUTENbHO
BCIIOPXHYJI C 3€MJIA U 3aBepelijas, OrioBelijasi BeCh jieC 06 0MacHOCTH.

BHe cebs ot sipoctu, OrHerpuB o6epHysics K JlonroXBocTy:

— D70 Bce u3-3a Tebst! OH yC/bllian TBOU BOTUIH H. ..

— I'nynoctu! — dbipkHyn [JonroxBocT. — Heuero nckaTh orpaBiaHUi U
CBa/IMBaTh Ha MeHs1 CBOIO BHHY! Thl TyMoW U HEMTOBOPOT/IMBbIN, B 3TOM BCe /ieJio.
Ecu MbIiika csiet Tebe Ha jiamy, Thl ¥ TO TIPOMaxHeIIbCs!

OrHerpuB TIpY>Kajl YIIIM U OCKAJIA/ICS, TOTOBBIM OpOCUTHCS Ha OOHUMKa,
Kak BApYr pe3ko ocTaHoBwici. UTo eciu [1oAroXBOCT HAapOYHO MPOBOLIUPYET
€ro Ha JIpaKy, YTOObI UMeTb BO3MOKXHOCTh Hayka/loBaThbCst Kortio?

— OT/IMYHO, — TPOLIe/IUI OH CKBO3b CTUCHYThIe 3yObl. — Pa3 Thl y Hac
TaKOM JIOBKWH, TTOKa’KA CBOe UCKYCCTBO.

— $1 OBl moOKaszad, Ja Thl pacoyral BCHO AWub! — Hario 3asBUI
HonroxBocT. — YmycTun 310/1Ka, a TOT TepernoJsiolna Bech jec. — Wienib

onpasiaHui? — cbexugHUYan OrHerpus. l0oAroXBOCT He yCIiesl OTBETUTh, KaK
13 3apocJieli MarnopoTHUKA BLIHBIPHYT KpyTOOOK, BOJIOUMBIIINIA B TIaCTH TI0JIEBKY.
On Opocun cBoro 700biUuy Ha 3emsit0 Bo3jie OrHerpuBa U TPUHSICS ObICTPO
3abpaceiBaTh 3emsiedl, UTOObI CIpsiTaTb /0 BO3BpallleHUs B  Jiarepb.
Bocnonp30BaBIIMCh  3aMUHKOM, [OITOXBOCT TIOBEpPHYJICA W  HBIPDHY1 B
TIAarIOPOTHUKK JJOPOTOM, TIposiokeHHOW KpyTob6okoMm. TOT yivBAEHHO TPOBOAW
ero rias’aMu.

— Yero 310 c HUM? IllapaxaeTtcs, Kak OyJTO MBIIITMHOMN >KeT9u HarmusICs!

— [Jla Tak, — noxan rieyamd OrHerpuB. — [laBaii Jiydille OXOTHUTBCS.
HonroxsocT Gosblile He JOKyuYaa UM CBOMM HaZ[30pOM, TaK YTO /10 3aKara /Ipy3bs
yCIriesii 3aracTy JIOBOJIbBHO MHOTO CBeXKell efibl. — 3axXxBaTW 4YTO-HUOYIb
crapeiimmHaM, — cKa3an OrHerpuB KpyToOOKy, korjja OHM C TpYAOM
repeTaluId B Jlarepb MOCTEHIO0 MapTyio0 A06biun. — A s moka cberairo K
[Iep6atoii u [Nemnentoike.

OH BbITAalUI U3 Kyud OenKy U TOHEeCCs K Telepe Iie/IUTe/bHULIBI.
[Ilepbarasi cTosizia Bo3/ie mpoema B ckase, a [lemesntonika cujena mepes Heil.
OrHerpuB cTpa3y yBUjlel, UYTO ero ObIBIllas yueHHI]a CUsieT OT CuacCThsl U



BHUMATE/IbHO BIMTHIBAET KaXKJ0e CJIOBO CTapoW HenuTenbHUII. OHa cujena
OYeHb TIPSIMO, TYrO OOBWB JIallKM XBOCTOM, W BO BCe IJIla3a CMOTpejia Ha
[Iepbatyto.

— HyxHO Kak cjieflyeT pa3KeBaTh JIMCThsi KPECTOBHHKA U CMeIIaTh
TIOJTYUMBIITYIOCS KalllWIly C pa3/aBlIeHHBIMU STOAAMUA MOXOKEBe/bHUKA, —

curiesia crapyxa. — [loyuuTcsi oueHb XOpolllasi TIpUMapka [jisi OObHBIX
cyctaBoB. [Torpobyelib MPUTOTOBUTE?
— KoHeuyHo! — HeTepriesiMBo BOCK/IUKHY/A llermesitollika, BCKakvuBas CO

CBOEr0 MeCTa U [IeJIoOBUTO OOHIOXMBasi Kydy TpaB, JIeXKallux Tepef
LleJITe/IbHULIe. — A Ha BKYC OU€Hb [IPOTUBHO?

— Het, — orBetuna Illlepb6arasi. — TonbKo mocTapaticsi He IpOrIOTUTh. OT
ropeud He yMpelllb, @ BOT >XMBOT MPUXBAaTUT Oyab 3710poB. [IprBet, OTHErpUB.
3aueM moxasioBan? OrHerpuB rmogoien Omvke, Oeska BOJOYWIACH Y HETO
MeXy TepefHUMHU JjaramMu. [lemestoiika yke ycriesia HabpaTb TIO/HBIA POT
KDECTOBHMKA U  JSHEpPruuyHo paboTajsa  ueOCTIMM, TO3TOMY  JIMIIb
IPYMBETCTBEHHO MaxHysia OrHerpuBy XBOCTOM.

— DTO0 BaM, — TIPOMBIXTEN TOT, K/aZisi Oesiky BO3/ie CTapyXHU.

— [Ha yxx BeTporon coo0iijun HaM, uTo Bbl ¢ KpyToOOKOM mepeBefieHbI B
yueHuku! — mipoBopuasna Illep6aras. — MpiiiHbIe Baiiii Mo3ry! Heykenu Bbl
[lyMa/id, HUKTO He 3aMeTHUT, Kak Bbl romMoraete PeyHomy ruiemeHu?! — Yto
c/lesiaHo, TO cAiesiaHo, — OypkHysn OrHerpuB. EMy Obi7I0 HEMPUSITHO 00CYX/1aTh
BO3J/I0’KEHHOE Ha HUX Haka3aHue.

Ha ero cuactbe, IllepbaTasi TOoXXe He WUCIHbIThIBaJa 0COOOT0 >KeTaHUS
MIPOZO/IKATh 3Ty TEMY.

— Xopol1io, uTo rpuiiien, — OypkHy/ia oHa. — Xouy € TOOOM MOTO/IKOBATh.
Buguiib 51 npurnapku? — OHa noBepHYJ/ia TOJIOBY U KWBHYJ/IA B CTOPOHY Kyuu
JIMCTbEB, HaJl KOTOPbIMU KoJioBasa [lemnesromika. — Buxy.

— O10 s craporo besyxa. OH celuac yieXuT B Moed nerepe. Moxellb
MHe [0BepUTb, TAKOI'O0 CU/IbHOI'O MPUCTYTIA JIOMOThI B CyCTaBax f JaBHEHLKO He
Buziesnia. OH efBa MoxeT nepeasuratbcs! Eciu xouelllb 3HaTh MOe MHeHMe, Tak
BCeMY BMHOM CbIPOM MOX, KOTOPBbIM He/IaBHO BBICT/IA/IA €My ITOCTe/Ib!

Y OrnerpuBa ynasno cepzatie.

— Omnsate O6mauko? — Kto ke emje? — OypkHy/na crapyxa. — fcHoe
[1eJ10, OH He 103a00TH/ICS XOPOILIEeHBKO O TOM, YTOObI MOJCTHU/IKU ObUTA CyXUMU!
A Tak mymaro, OH Jja)ke He BCTpsIXYBaJl MOX!

— Ho s nokasbiBan emy! — nepe6un nenurenbHully OrHerpuB. B KoHije
KOHLIOB, eMy BIIOJIHe XBaTaj0 COOCTBeHHbIX HerpusiTHOCTel! C Kakoil cTaTu OH
JIOJDKEH ellle orpaB/biBaThcs 3a Obmauko?! — $1 moroBopro ¢ HUM, — roobertian
oH. — QOueHb Ha 3TO Hajieroch, — Tpobypuasna Illepbaras. Ilenesntorika cena u



BBITVIFOHYJ/IAa pa3KeBaHHbIe KyCOUKU KpPeCTOBHUKA.

— XBaTuT >KeBaTh WiH ellje HemHoro? [l]epbaTasi BHUMaTe/IbHO OCMOTpesIa
TIO/IyYeHHYO KallulLly.

— OmnuHo! — ozobpuia oHa. YBU/IeB, KaKOUM Pa/ioCThIO BCITBIXHY/U I71a3a
[Menestotiik, OTHErpyB C HEBOJILHBIM OfioOpeHreM mocMoTpen Ha Illep6aryto.
Kak xopoiiio, uTo oHa 3acTtaB/isieT [lementoliKy uyBCTBOBaTh Ce0si TI0/Ie3HOU U
HY)XHOU! — A Termepb J00aBb SITObI MOXOKEBeJbHWKA, — HAllOMHU/IA
LenuresbHULIA. — [lali-Ka Mo/ymaTh... Tio)KaayH, Tpex OyaeT mocTaTouHo. Tl
3Haelllb, I/je OHU XPaHATCA?

— KoneunHo! — ITo3abwIB 0 cBoeli xpoMoTe, [lementorika 3a/ipanaa XBOCT 1
BIIPUMPLDKKY Opocusiack K paciiesiiHe B Ckajse. Y €aMOro BXOfla OHa
ocTaHOBU/Iach U 0bepHynack: — Criacubo 3a 6esiouky, OrHerpuB! — MsIyKHYy/Ia
OHa Y CKpbLIaCh BHYTPHU.

[Ilep6aTasi o106pUTE/NLHO MPOBOAWIA ee B3IJIS/[OM U XPUIIO 3aypyaria.

— IIpuATHO BUZAETH KOILUKY, KOTOpas 3aHATa cBouM Jenom! OrHerpus
KUBHY/I. K coXXaneHuto, OH He MOT CKa3aThb TOI'0 Ke PO CBOero IjieMsHHUKaA.

— Tlotigy pasbiily Ob65auko, — B3[0XHY/ OH W Ha TPOIllaHKEe TKHYJICS
HOCOM B 0OOK cTapoil uLenuTenbHUIIbI. He Hali[ii KOTeHKa B [I€TCKOW, OH
HarpaBWICS K melepe crapediuvH. Boiizs, oH ycbiian ronoc Kyuexsocra: —

W TOrJja TIpeJBOJIUTe/b TjieMeHu TurpoB Opocu/cs B TIOTOHKO 3a
nucuued. [leHb U HOUb OH TpecsefjoBaj ee, MoKa Ha BTOPYO HOUb... 3[0pPOBO,
Oruerpus! Ilpumen nocnymars? OrHerpus orvsgescs. KylieXxBoCT CBepHYJICA
Ha cBoel mnojcTuike, JlockyT u PsibuHka nexanu psigoM ¢ HuM. O6madko
TIPUIOTUJICS TI0Z, BOKOM y CTapuKa, ero rosy0ble r7ia3eHKU BOCTOPXKEHHO TOpey.
Cpa3y ObIZI0 BUIHO, UTO MCTOPUS O MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIX TI0JI0CAThIX KOTaxX W3
rieMeHd Turpa 3axBaTwiia ero BoobOpaxeHue. Ha mosy Basisiioch HeCKOJBKO
KJIOYKOB MfICa, W, CyAsd [0 CBEXeMy MBIILIMHOMY 3araxy, UCXOAMIeMy OT
mepcTky Ob6auka, CTapUKY 111epo MO/Ie/TUIUCh, C HUM YTOII[eHUEM.

— Kak-uubyzap B apyroit pa3, Kyuexsoct, — nobsarogapun OrHerpusB. —
Sl He MoOry ocCTaTrhbCsi, a TPOCTO XOTea TMOoroBoputh ¢ O6maukom. Illepbaras

TOJILKO YTO CKa3ajla MHe, UTO OH IIpMHeC BaM CbIpble MOACTUIKU. — Bor
rnynoctu! — npotectytolee (bipkHyaa PsibuHka.
— OJrto el Be3yx Hamentan! — mogzaepxxan ee JlockyT. — [la eciu Obl

camo 3Be3/IHOe TIeMsi CTeJIU/I0 eMy TIOCTe/lb, OH BCe paBHO Hailles Obl, K uemy
nipyugparbcsa! OrHerpuB CMYLLEHHO B3bepollu/ wiepcTb. OH He OXujasa, 4To
CTapyKY TaK JPY’KHO HAYHYT BbIFOPa)KUBaTh MaJleHbKOI'O IPOKAa3HUKaA.

— OrBeuay, 5TO Mpapja WIM HeT? — TPO3HO CIPOCWI OH, IVgAs Ha
O6nauko.

‘ToT ucnyrasHo 3amopran. — 1 crapasics czenarb Bce, Kak Hazio!



— OH Bcero JIMIb KOTeHOK, — JIaCKOBO IMPOMYpJIbIKasia PsbuHka.

— JlagHo. .. — OrHerpuB 1ocKpeb KOrTsIMU 3eMJISIHOM 1o/ Tetepbl. — Ho
be3yx MyuaeTcs OT JIOMOThI B CycTaBax!

— Jla OH perysigpHO OT Hee mMyuaeTcst! — orMaxHyscsa Kyuexsoct. — Tak
ObIZIO U [0 TOTO, KaK MasbIlll TIepecTesijl eMy TocTeslb. Tak uTo 3aliMHCh
cBoMMH fielamu, OrHerpuB, U He Mellak Ham! — [IpocTtuTe, — mpob6opmoTan
OrnerpuB. — Torga s mobexxan. Obauko, HO BCe e B C/IeAYIOMUNA pa3 Oyab
TOBHUMare/ibHee, JafiHO? OH BbIIe, C/bllIA 3@ COWHOW HeTeprienBbIv
ronocok OO6mauka: — Paccka3piBaii ganbiiie, KymexBoct! Uto caenan
Tpe/IBOANTE b TyieMeHn TurpoB? OrHETrpuB C paZioCThi0 BbIOEXKal Ha IOMSHY.
OH MouTH He COMHeBaJICs B TOM, uTo O6/1auko KOe-Kak BCTPSAXHY/ MOX, OJHAKO
CTapeUIlINHbI TOUEeMY-TO APY>KHO TTOKPbIBA/IM €TO0.

[Toce TOro kKak crapuku moend, OrHerpMB uMes TIOJTHOe [IpPaBo
1103a00TUTLC 0 cebe, ITOTOMY HaIlpaBUJICS TIPIMUKOM K 00IIeMy CKiajy, Kak
B/IPYT 3aMeTH/I BO3J1e Telepbl XBOCTo/ioMa. PsisioM ¢ HuM ctosis Koroth, v 06a
KOTa Jpy>ke/ito0HO BbUIM3BIBAIU APYT Apyra. OrHerpys 3amep, opakeHHbIN. OH
HUKOTZIa He TIo[03peBaj, UTO I/allaTaii CriocobeH Ha MuWaocepaue U
coctpajianre! OH CTOS/T C/IUIIIKOM /1a/IeKo, YTOObI pacC/bliiiaTh, O YeM TOBOPST
KOTBI. /10 Hero JOHOCUJIOCH JIUIIL HU3KOe ypuaHue Kortsa. Bor XBOCTO/I0M UTO-
TO KOPOTKO OTBeTW/, W OrHerpuMB 3aMeTH/, uTO OBIBIINN TIpeJBOAMTE b
BBITJISIIUT TOpa3/0 /0BOJIbHee, UeM paHbIlle, — BUAMMO, Jja)ke OH ObUI TPOHYT
Ipy>xeto0reM raiarasi.

Bne3arnnHO OrHerpuB MouyBCTBOBa/I, KakK B Aylle ero OXKMWBAarT TpPeXHHe
COMHEHUsI B He0OX0IMMOCTH HeMe/lJIeHHOTO pa3o0sauenyst Korrtsi. Kaxkapbiii KoT
TIJIeMeHW 3HaJl ero, Kak 0eccTpalllHOrO W HeYKpPOTUMOro BowHa. Kpome Toro,
HUKTO He TocMesl Obl YCOMHHUTBCS B TOM, uTO Koroth 6e3yKOpu3HEHHO U
HEYCBITTHO MCTOHSAeT 00s3aHHOCTU IVialiaTtas TuieMeHM. [IpaBia, 1o MHEHHIO
OrHerpuBa, eMy He/l0oCTaBa/o A00OpOThI U Munocepaus. Ho Tereps, rszs, Kak
KoroTb TporarenbHO yXa)KhBaeT 3a TUIEHHBIM XBOCTOJIOMOM, OH TOTOB ObLI
HW3MEeHUTb CBOe MHEeHMe.

B rosioBe y Hero Bce MoLuio KyBbIpKOM. Bo3moxkHo, CrHsig 3Be3/a rnpasa, U
Korote He uMeeT OTHOLIeHUs K cmeptd fApoxBocra? Ho Torma v Tparegus C
[Tememntorkoii OblZla BCEro-HaBCEr0 HECUACTHBIM CyuaeM, a He KOBapHOM

JIOBYILIKOMU. ...
«Yto ecnu 51 ¢ camoro Havasa ommmbancs ? — nogyman OrHerpuB. — UTo
ecmi Koroth Bcerja Obll MMEHHO TeM, KeM Ka3ajliCd — BepHbIM BOWHOM U

TIPeBOCXOAHBIM TJailiaTaeM?» Ho OH He MOr 3acTaBUThb Cebs OKOHYATeIbHO
TIOBEPUTH B 3T0. MeieHHO Ope/ist K Kyde cBexkeid j00b1un, OTHErpyUB C ropedbio
TIoZIyMas O TOM, UTO He MOXKeT COPOCUTh C AYIIU IPy3 T0Jj03PEeHHUH.



I'naBa XVI

OrHerpuB BbIOpasicsi W3 IMAllOPOTHUKOB, 3aKPbIBABIIMX BXOJ B TeIIepy
YUEeHUKOB, W TIOTSHY/ TepefHHe Jarbl. TOJBKO UTO paccBesio, HO HebOo y»ke
rosiybenio, Kak CBeXasi siIMuHasi CKOpJIyTa, UTO Tpe/Bellasio XOPOIyio TIOroAY,
0CO0OEHHO JIO/ITOXK/IAHHYIO TT0C/Ie HECKOTBKUX JAOXKIJTUBBIX U TTaCMYPHBIX THEH.

[To mHeHuto OrHerpviBa, CaMOW XY/IIIEXd UYaCTbIO BO3/I0KEHHOTO Ha HUX
Haka3aHus Oblla HeoOXOAMMOCTH CHaTh B Meljepe yueHWKOB. CTOWIO eMmy
CYHYTbCS Ty/la, KaK OH TYT >Ke HaTbIKaJ/IC Ha U3yMJ/IeHHbIe B3IVisiibl KO/MIOUKY U
BecHsHku. [TanopoTHUK CMYIeHHO OTBOJAWJ TI/ia3a, 3aTo bwicTposar, BUAUMO,
MO/ICTPEKAeMbI CBOMM HAaCTaBHUKOM [lOJITOXBOCTOM, OTKPOBEHHO HacMeXaJsICs
Ha/l HakKa3aHHbIMU. B pe3ynbrare OrHerpuB COBCEM MOTEPSII COH, a KOrja BCe-
Taku 3ajpeMas, eMy sBjsylach IlecTposmrcras W uW3pekana Kakue-TO
TIPOPOYEeCTBa, KOTOPhIe OH 3a0bIBasl Cpa3y Mo MpoOy KAeHUH.

OrHerpuB IIIMPOKO 3€BHY/, €/lBa He BLIBUXHYB cebe uestoCTb, U TIPUHSIICS
yMbiBaThCsl. KpyToOOK Bce elre craji, HO BCKOpe €ro HY)KHO ObI/io OyauTh,
yTOOBI BMECTE OTIIPAB/ATHCS HA TOMCKU BOWHA, KOTOPBIM COTIACUTCS B3SITh UX
oboux c coboii Ha OXOTY.

[Ipoposmkasi ymbiBatbcs, OrHerpuB 3ametus1 CuHior0 3Be3ny U Kortda. OHu
cuzienid y nogaHoxusi Beicokoit Ckastbl U, Ka3aa0Ch, ObLTH TTOT/IOI[eHBI KAKMM-TO
pa3roBopoM. «O ueM ObI 3TO?» — JIeHUBO nogyMasa OrHerpuB. BHe3arHo CuHsis
3Be3ja 3amMeTW/a €ro M B3MaXxOM XBOCTa TI0[j03Baja TOAOUTH TIOOIMKe.
OrHerpuB BCTperneHy/css 1 6pocuiics K npeaBouTeTbHUIIE.

— OrnerpuB, — o0bsiBuia CuHsst 3Be3fia, Korjja OH TooIIeNn Omke. —
Msi ¢ Kortem monaraem, 4To Bbl JOCTaTOYHO Haka3aHbl. C 3TOU MUHYTHI BbI C
KpyToO60KOM MO)XeTe BHOBb CTaTh IIOJIHONIPABHBIMM BoMHaMu. Y OrHerpuBa
3aKpY>KH/1achb TO/I0Ba OT CYACThSI.

— Cnacubo, Cunsina 3Be3ga! — mpobopmoTan oH. — Hageemcs, 310
MOC/AYXXUT BaM XopomuM Yypokom! — mnporpoxotan Korote. — Korotb
BO3I7/1aB/IsieT Narpysib K YetbipeM [lepeBbsim, — Tipogo/mkana Cunsig 3Be3na, He
1o3Bosisisi OrHerpyMBy OTBeTUThb. — Yepe3 [Be HOUM HACTYNUT MOJIHOJyHUE, U
MBI JJOJDKHBI 3HaTh, cymeeT Jii ['po3oBoe miemsi mpuobITh Ha CoBeT. KOroTh, ThI
BO3bMelllb ¢ 060t OrHerpuBa?

CTpaHHBIM OTOHEK CBEPKHY/ B SIHTApHBIX I7a3ax I/aiiartas. JTo Obula He
pafiocTb — Mopza Korts He 3Haja Takoro BbIpa)KeHUsl, — HO UTO-TO, MOXOKee
Ha CTpaHHOe VJOBO/JbCTBUE, KaK OyATO [VialllaTtasi OueHb pa3Becesin/a
BO3MOXKHOCTb B3sTh OrHerprBa moj cBoe Hauano. Ho OrerpuBy ceiuac Ob1710



Hezlocyr pa3buparbcsi B HacTpoeHHWH Korts. OH ObLI C/IMIIIKOM pajfi TOMY, UTO
Cunsisi 3Be3/ia BHOBb JIOBepsieT eMy BbITIO/THEHHe Ba)KHOT'O 3aflaHusl, J0CTOMHOTO
BOMHa.

— IlycTb uget, — orto3Basics mamarail. — Ho eciu cenaeT uto-HUOYb
He Tak, s 10JIT0 paccyxJath He cTaHy! — OH Hauasn MeJjIeHHO MOJHUMaThCs Ha
nambl, ¥ TeMHas LIKypa ero cobpanack ckiajkamud. — Haiiny apyroro BouHa!

OrHerpyMB TIpOBOAWI €ro [Jla3aMH, TIOKa T[J/lalllaTad He CKpbUICS B mMeljepe
BOUHOB.

— Ha stoT pa3 CoBert OyzieT oueHb BaKHbIM, — YC/IbIIIIAT OH PSZIOM TUXUH
ronoc CunHer 3Be3fpl. — Hy)XHO y3HaTh, HAaCKOJILKO HaBOJHEHHWE 3aTPOHYJIO
ocTasbHbIe TIieMeHa. Ham rpocTo Heo6xo1UMo pUCyTCTBOBATh TaMm!

— Yro-aubyap npugymMaeM! — 3aBepui IipeiBoAUTe/IbHULY OTHErpUB.

OpfHako ero yBepeHHOCTb OBLICTPO pacTasijia, CTOWJO €My VBUZETb
BblIe3arolero u3 mnemjepel Korta. CregoM 3a  [miamataeM — BbIlIarvBajl
HonroxsocT. Kaszanocs, Korors crnerjuanibHO BK/IFOUUII €r0 B COCTAB IKCIIeAULIUH,
YyTOOBI JOCTABUTDL HETIPUATHOCTh OTHETPUBY.

Y OruerpuBa CBeJji0 JXUBOT OT AyPHOro TpeauyBcTBUsA. OH OUeHb He XOTeJl
TIOKW/aTh jlarepb B KomraHuu Korts u JlonroxBocra. CIMIITKOM >KHBBI ObLTH B
€ro TaMATH KapTHHBI TocieqHelt O6UTBbI ¢ PeuHbiM rieMeHeM, korza Korortb
MO/4a CTOst/1 M CMOTpes, Kak OrHerpuBa efBa He pacTeps3asa CBUpenast
Bpakeckass BouTesbHUL[a. UYTO Kacaercs [lo/aroxsocra, TO OH HeHaBH[el
OrserpuBa € caMoro IepBoro [iHsi, Korja TOT IMOSBUJICS B Jiarepe.

Ha Kakoil-TO MUT OH C Y)XacoM TipeficTaBun cebe, UTO B JieCHOM uaille
KoroThb ¢ [lo/iroxBoCcTOM MOTYT HaOpOCUTLCS Ha Hero U youTh... B cieayroryto
CeKyH/ly OH 3acTaBui cebsi BCTpsixHYyThcs. Kakoi mosop! B3pocnbiii koT, a
3aryruBaeT ce0si, Kak Hepa3yMHbIM KoTeHOK! Pa3symeercs, Korotb Oyzger
TUPAHWUTh €ro CBOWMH MpuKaszamu, a [lo/JIrOXBOCT He YIIYCTUT BO3MOKHOCTHU
TIOM37IeBaThCsl, HO pa3Be OH IM03BOJIMT UM 3aryrath ce0s?! OH JOKaXKeT, UTO HU B
yeM He yCTyIaeT UM KaK BOUH!

[ToutuTenbHO TOMpOIaBIMch ¢ CuHedr 3Be3foi, OrHerpuB OpoOCHICS
yepes MOJIHY U BbILIes U3 jiareps Boies 3a Korrem v [Joaroxsocrom.

ConHlle TOAHSAIOCH BbIllle, W HeO0 TIPUOOpeNno OTTeHOK ITyOOoKoi
roTyOM3HBI, KOT/la KOThI JBUHY/IHMCh depe3 jiec K YeTbipeM [lepeBbsiM. JIUCTbs
TIaTIOPOTHUKOB CTMbA/MCh TIOf, TSDKECTBIO POChI, M Becesble Karyldi THXOHBKO
pa3buBamuch 0 MIKypy Tpoberatoijero nop BeTBsimMu OrHerpuBa. B 3apociisix
mebeTasii MTULIBI, BETBU IllesiecTe/id cBexkeld ycTBoi. Ce30H FOHBIX JIMCThEB
HaKOHEeLI-TO BCTYIIa/ B CBOU TipaBal

Ensa mocneBasg 3a rmiamaraeM, OrHerpyB TO U [ieJI0 OTBJEKajCsd Ha
cobma3HUTEeNMbHBIA 1I0POX B TpaBe U OBICTPO TNPOMENBbKHYBIIYIO AWYb B



rogyecke. Uepe3 kakoe-To BpeMms Korore 0CTaHOBU/ICA U paspellinsl BOMHaM
TIOOXOTUThCST At cebs. OrHerpyB OTMETWI, 4YTO [VialllaTali HaCTpOeH Ha
peKoCThb Ipyxemto0Ho. OH Zla’ke CHU3OILIeN /10 TOTO, UTO moxBaiua OrHerpuBa,
JIOBKO CTMIMKUPOBABIIIEr0 Ha 0COOEHHO TIPOBOPHYHO TOJEBKY. [J0/ITOXBOCT U TOT
Cero/iHs BO3/epKUBAJICS OT CBOUX eXUJHBIX KOMMeHTapueB.

Korga oTpsi, cHOBa [ABUHYJCS B MyTh, B KejyAke y OrHerpusa IPUSTHO
TIOTSDKeJIeNIo OT Che/leHHOW TosieBKU. OH U iymaTrh 3a0blT 0 CBOMX TPEBOXKHBIX
TpeiuyBCTBUSIX. B TakoM 4yzleCHbIN JieHeK XOTe/I0Ch JIMKOBAaTh U MeYTaTh O TOM,
YTO CKOPO OHU BepHYTCSl B jarepb U 00pazytoT CuHIOW 3Be3ly XOPOIIUMU
V3BEeCTUSIMM.

Ho Bckope Tpoe KOTOB IMOAHSA/INCH HAa BepIIMHY XO/JMa U C TPYCTbIO
yCTaBWIUCh Ha OypHBIN TMOTOK, OTpe3aroliuii Tepputoprio ['po30BOro rjaiemMeHu
ot Yetelpex [lepeBreB. Korote THUXO 3amwmries, a [ogroxBoCT Jake B3BbLI OT
Zlocazpl.

OrHerpvB BIOJIHE pa3fie/isii X UyBCTBa. B oObIuHOe BpeMsi peka Oblia
HACTO/IbKO MeJIKOM, UTO KOThI JIeTKO Tepexoiuau ee BOpO/[|, repecKakuBasi C
KaMHs1 Ha KaMeHb. Terepb ke 10 CTapoOMy PYC/Ty CTPeMUTeIbHO HecCst OypHbIit
TIOTOK, a BO BCe CTOPOHBI OT Hero CBepKasia Ha COJTHL{e CIIOKOWHAs I71aZib BOJBI.

TyT He nepebpatbcsi! — ¢bipkHYn JonroxBocT. — U gymats Heuero! He
roBOpsi HU CJioBa, KoroTe mpubOAM3W/CS K KPOMKe BOABI U 1OOpen B CTOPOHY
I'pemsiment Tporibl. Bckope 3emisi Havyana IJIaBHO MOAHUMAThHCSA, U OrHerpuvs
BIIepBbIe YBH/e/I TOpUalliie U3 BOZbI KJI0Ubsd TPaBbl U 3aPOC/IU [TallOPOTHUKOB.

— Co BpemeHH 1oc/iefHero Joksazga bypaHa Boja HeMHOIO OTCTYIIW/IA, —
3ayMmunBo npoTsinyn Korots. — Iloripo6yem nepeiitTi 37ech. OTHErpyUB CUTBHO
COMHEBAJICSl B TOM, UTO CUTYalusi CYIleCTBEeHHO Y/Iyullniachk, HO cyes 3a 6saro
nipomosuatk. OH MpeKpacHo 3Hasl, UTO CTOUT eMy BO3pa3uTh, 00a BOMHA TYT >Ke
HeloOpbIM  C/IOBOM TIOMSIHYT €ro TpOMCXOXKAeHue. He TOBOpsi HU CJIOBa,
OruerpuB Bolien B BoAy Bcien 3a Korrem. bpeas 1o Boje, OH HeEBOJIBHO
3aMeTU/I, KaK MCIIyTraHHO M0paruBaroT Yy TPYCUBLIIero psAsoM [lo/roxsocra.

Boyma obkurana narmbl XonofoM. OTHerpuB OCTOPOXKHO TIPOK/Ia/IbIBas
JIOpOry 0 [HY, ABUrasiCh 3Ur3aramu OT OJHOM TPAaBSIHOM KOYKU [0 [PYTOW.
@doHTaHbl OpPBI3T pa3/eTaauch Moj ero jarnaMu, U B KaXK0W Karie OTPa)kaiocCh
cosiHLle. B KakoM-TO MOMEHT W3-TI0J, €ro Jjarbl BBICKO/b3HY/A JIATYLIKA, U
OrHerpus, IOTepsiB paBHOBeCHUe, e[Ba He PYXHYJ B BOJY, HO yJeprKascs,
BLIEIIUBIIINCEH KOI'TAMU B ITIOABOAHYIO KOUKY.

Briepequ Hero Bosa Oblia Oypoil OTTOrO, UTO CTPEMUTE/bHBIM TMOTOK
B30amamMyTW/I TPsi3b U TIOAHSUT W C peyHoro AHa. [lo Gepera Bce eiile ObLIO
C/IMILKOM JianeKko. [JonpbIrHyTh He MpefCTaB/IsyIoOCh HUKAKOM BO3MOXHOCTH, a
KaMHU TepernpaBbl myboKo yiu 1of, Boay. «Hazetoch, KoroTe He cobupaetcs



3aCTaBUThb HAC I1aBaTh!» — riomopiuscs OrHerpus.

OH enBa ycren noaymatb 06 3ToM, kKak Korote rpoMKo Tofio3Baji ero K
cebe:

— Croga! Bsmisinure-ka Ha 310! OrHerpus 3aliijierniaj o BOZe K IViallaTato.
Korots 1 [10/rOXBOCT CTOSUIM Y CamMoOro Kpasi CTpeMHUHbI. [Ipsmo nepes HUMuU
yepe3 MOTOK Obl/la epeKuHyTa BeTKa, M0 BCel BePOsITHOCTHU, TIpubuTasi K 6epery
TeueHueM. — VIMeHHO To, UTO HaM HY>KHO! — 710BoJIbHO MpoOypuan Korots. —
Hy-ka Orserpus, ripoBeps ee Ha IIPOYHOCTB!

OrHerpvB C COMHeHHEM YyCTaBW/ICS Ha BeTKy. OHa Obljla HAMHOTO TOHbIIIe
JiepeBa, Mo kKotopoMy oHU ¢ KpyTobokoM mepexofuiu peky, uToObl MomnacTb Ha
3emsii PeuHoro nyiemenu. Bo Bce CTOpOHBI TOHKOTO CTBOJIa TOpPYa/d BETKH, BCe
ele TIOKpbITble CyXOW JMCTBOM. Bpemsi OT BpemMeHUM TeueHHe CJierka
TIOBOPAuYMBaj0 BETKY, CJIOBHO XOTe/I0 BHOBb COPBaTh €€ C MeCTa U YHeCTH 3a
coboti.

Byab psimoMm ¢ HUM Jt000i  Apyro crapuiidi BOMH WM Cama
npeaBouTe/bHUIa, OrHErpuB HerpeMeHHO TI0COBeTOBa/iCcs Obl C HUMU
OTHOCUTE/IbHO Ha/IeXKHOCTU TakoW mepernpaBbl. Ho HU ogvH kKoT I'po3oBoro
TiJieMeHr He cMest 00Ccy»1aTh pacropsbkeHust Korsi.

— Crpycu, KOTUK? — riogapa3Husl [JonroxBocT.

OrxerpuB BcrbixHY/I. OH HU 3a UTO He 0OHapY>KUT CBOEro CTpaxa Iepef
3TUMU KOTaMU U He TO3BOJUT UM Cy[auuTh B TIJIeMeHH O ero cjaabocru!
Cnuiiikom MHOTO yecT! CTHUCHYB 3yObl, OH CTYTTH/I Ha KOHEI] BEeTKH.

BeTka MrHOBEHHO TMPOTHY/IACh MO, ero TSUKeCThH0, TaK YTO €My MPULLLIOCh
CY[IOPO’KHO BIIEMUTbCS KOTTSIMM B KOpy, uToObl He ymactb. BHM3y, Ha
pPacCTOSIHUM OJHOW MBbIIlM, ObICTpO Hecsiach Oypas Boga, U OrHerpuB C
3aMHpaHUeM CepZLia MOYyBCTBOBaJI, YTO BOT-BOT CBAIUTCSL.

OH 3actaBun cebsi YCIIOKOMTBHCS U OCTOPOXKHO ABUHYJ/ICS BIiepe]], CTaBs
nanel CTPOro Apyr 3a ApyroM. [1py KakoM 11are XJIUIKWUA CTBOJI TIPYKUHWUI U
packauuBascs. TOHKMe BeTKM LeIUISIMCh 3a LIKYpy, Mellas COXPaHAThb
paBHOBecue. «Tak Mbl HA 3a UTO He CMoXXeM Ziobpathest o CoBeTal» — MOHS
Oruerpus.

OH HeyK/JIOHHO TIpUO/IKancs K cepeJuHe TIOTOKa, Ijle TeueHue ObLIo
Haubosiee cubHbIM. C KaXK/bIM 111IarOM BeTKa CTaHOBU/IACh BCEe TOHbIIIE, TOKa
HaKOHeL| He CTajia 4yTb Toule xBocTa OrHerpuBa. Terepp eMy MpUXOAWIOCH
MOZO/TY PasMbILUIATh, KyZa MOCTaBUTh Jiary. OcTraHOBUBLUMCH, OTrHerpuB
OLIEHW/T PACCTOsSIHME 10 TIPOTUBOIIOJIOKHOTO Oepera, TMPUKUbIBAs, MOXKHO JU
JOTNPbITHYTh. BApYr BeTKa pe3ko KauHy/iach, U OrHerpuB HEBOJBHO BIWJ/ICS B
Hee BCeMM KOITSIMU. 3a CIIMHOU pasfasics rpoMkui peB Kortsi: — OrHerpus!
Hasaza! Heckosmbko MrHOBeHHI OH OTuUasiHHO OaslaHCHPOBa Ha TOHKOM CTBOJIE,



HO 3aTeM BeTKa KauyHy/jachb CHOBa W, OTLENMBIIMCH OT Oepera, oOpyiimiaach B
Oypsisitiiuii moToK. OTHerpuB MosieTesl BHU3 U, TIPEXK/e ueM BOJIHbI COMKHYJIMCh
HaJl ero roJioBoH, yc/biiiasn ¢ 6epera rpoMkuii Kpuk Korsi.



I'naBa XVII

[Tagasi, oH BCce Ke KakK-TO YXUTPUJICS He BBIYCTUTh BETKY U3 Korreil. Emy
Ka3asioch, OyATO OH CPa’KaeTCsl C KAKUM-TO KOJIFOUUM JlepeBSHHBIM UyUIleM —
CO BCEX CTOPOH €ro KOJIO/M U XJIeCTau BeTKH, [bIXaHWe My3bIpbKaMu yberaso
Ha MOBepPXHOCTh. B Kakyr0-T0 ceKyHAy OrHerpuBy yzajoCh BICYHYThb OJIOBY Ha
II0BepXHOCTh, HO He YCIIeJ/l OH IVIOTHYTh BO3/yXa, KaK BeTKa CHOBAa ITOBEpPHYJ/aCh
u cObpocura ero B BOLY.

Ot y»kaca OH BIIa/l B KAKOe-TO CTpaHHOe OLielleHeHue, Jaxe BpeMs CJI0BHO
3amezyiuno coii Oer. Kakum-To yroskoMm co3HaHuss OTHerpvB TOHMMAJ, YTO
HY)KHO OpOCUTBH BETKY U TIOTBITAThCSl BBIUIBITh Ha MOBEPXHOCTh, HO B TO Ke
BpeMs OH 3HaJl, UTO CUJIbHOe TeYeHHe He T03BOJIUT €My BbIHBIDHYTh U3 MOTOKA.
EMy ocTaBa/sioCh /MIIb Kperue BLEMUTbCS B [epeBO U OTAAThCS Ha MUJIOCThb
cynb0bl. «/la momMoxkeT MHe 3Be3iHOe IieMsi!» — OTuasiHHO MPOHEC/IOCh Y Hero
B rojioBe. B TOT mur, Korjja co3HaHUe ero y>ke roTOBO ObL/I0 YHECTUCH B TEMHYHO
ryOUHY peKW, BeTKa BHOBb TepeBepHY/Iach U BbIHECTA ero Ha TMOBEPXHOCTh.
3ax/ieObiBasiCb W OTILIEBBIBAsChb, OH BMOWICS KOTTSAMU B KOpPY. BOKpyr Hero
Oypsiwia u Hecsnach Bopja. bepera He Obli0 BUAHO. OTrHErpuB MOMbITAICS
ToZlaJiblile BBICYHYThCS M3 BOJbI, HO OTsDKeseBLIast OT BO/JbI LLIEePCTh Tallli/ia ero
Ha TyOuHY, a Jlamnbl y)Ke Haua/ld KoueHeTh OT Xojoza. OH Mo4YyBCTBOBAJ, UTO
[LOJITO He MPOJepPKUTCS.

B TOT cambiii MOMEHT, KOTZla OH YXe TOTOB OblT TpeKpaTUThb
CONpOTHUBJIEHHWe, BeTKa BAPYr pe3Ko ocTaHoBuiaack. OT TOMYKa OHA BCA
CcoAporHy/sach, Tak 4rto OrHerpuB eznBa yzaepxkanca. OTyasgHHO LeIUIsASACh
KOTTSIMM 3a CTBOJI, OH YCJIbIIa/J, KaK KTO-TO TFPOMKO 30BET €ro Mo HUMEHH.
IToBepHyB rosioBy, OrHerpuB yBHjeJ, UTO KOHeL| IajKu 3aLeruiIcsa 3a CKasy,
TOpYALLlYI0 [10Cpey MOTOKa.

Ha ckase cuzien JJoNroXBOCT U UTO OBIZIO CUJT TSHYJICS K HEMY:

— [lleBenuch, koTeHOK! — kpuyan oH. CobpaB moc/ieAHUe CHUITbI,
OrHerpuB Hauan KapabkaTbCsi 1O CTBOJY, He 3ameuasl XJIeLIyIIMX Mo Ookam
BeTBell. BHe3arnmHO BeTka CHOBa MOKauHy/lach W oTOpocuna ero K ckane. OH
LlaparHy/ MepeJjHMMU KOTTSAMM [0 TBEpPAOMY KaMHIO, TIPOAOJ/DKas OTUYassHHO
BCIIEHUBAaTh BOJY 3a/IHUMHU JlallaMy, HO e/lBa yCIle/l KOCHYTbCS CKaJibl, KAK BeTKa
[pOTHYJIa Y BBICKOJ/Ib3HYJ/IA U3-T107, HErO.

Ha kakoW-TO MHTr eMy I[10Ka3aj0Ch, YTO OH YWJeT IOJ BOAY BMecTe C
BeTKOM. CkKasia Oblyla C/IMIIIKOM IVIaZIKOM, eMy He 3a 4To ObLIO ylenutbcs. B
C/IelyIOLY0 CeKyHAy I1o/roxBoCT U30rHyscsad, U OrHerpus Io4yBCTBOBAJ, UTO



ero CWIbHO TAHYT 3yOamu 3a 3arpuBok. C momornbio Jlo/roxBocTa OH Koe-Kak
B300pasicsi Ha BepIIMHY KaMHs. Bech Aipoka, OH 3aKallIsiicsl U U3Bepr u3 cebs
PEeuHYIO BOAY.

— Cnacubo, lonroxBoct, — mpoxpuries oH. Hu ofuH MyCKy/ He APOTHY/
Ha JivlLie BOMHa.

— He 3a urto. 13-3a ckasbl BeICTyU/I KOroTe.

— CU/IBHO NOpPaHUICA? — Pe3KO CIpocus OH. — KAty cMoxellb? Bech
Zipoxka, OTHerpuUB IOAHSA/ICA Ha Jialbl U OTPSAXHY/CA. Boza rorokamu crekasna C
ero OOKOB.

— 41... {1 B n-nopsiake. KoroTs 1m1arHys Hasa/ji, yBOpauMBasiCh OT OPBI3T.

— OctopokHee! Mbl U Tak npoMokiu! — BHOBb TPUOMM3UBIIMCE K
OrHerpuBy, OH TIllaTeJIbHO OOHIOXa/ ero OT TOJIOBbI /10 XBOCTa. — Tebe HY)KHO
HeMe/lJIeHHO BepHYThCsl B Jiareph! [la ¥ Ham, TOXOXKe, TyT Oosbliie Heuero
Jenatb. HA OH KOT He CMOXKeT MeperTH PeKy B 3TOM MeCTe, Thl TOJbKO YTO
IPeBOCXOAHO AoKa3as 3To! OrHerpus KUBHYJ U MO/T4a TIOILIE/ICS B JieC BCJIe[ 3a
rnamiataeM. Hukorza B >KM3HM OH He UyBCTBOBa/ cebsl TakKUM 3aMep3liuM U
u3MyueHHbIM. OH XOTen TOMBKO OJHOTO — CBEpPHYTbCS TAe-HUOygb Ha
COJIHLIeTIeKe U YCHYTb.

Ho ecu namel ero ¢ KaxAbIM L1aroM BCe CHUJIbHee HauBa/MCh KaMeHHOU
TSDKEeCTbIO, TO B TOJIOBe OyllieBas BOZOBOPOT TMOA03peHUM U CTpaxoB. KoroThb
BejieJl eMy Jie3Th Ha BeTKY, XOTS OJHOTO B3r/isja ObLIO 10CTaTOUHO, UTOOBI
TIOHATh, HACKOJIbKO OHA HeHaexkHa! UTo ecyii Korote HApO4YHO OTTOIKHYII ee OT
Gepera, utoObl cOpocuTh OTHETpHBa B MOTOK?

Ho oH He Mor cpesnare 3TOro Ha rvasax y Jonroxsocrta! B KOHLle KOHILIOB,
J0onroxBocCT TOJILKO YTO Criac eMy »ku3Hb! HecMOTpsl Ha B3aWMHYIO HellpUsi3Hb,
B OMacHbli MoMeHT [lonroxBoCT TioBesl ceOsi B CTPOrOM COOTBETCTBUM C
BOWHCKUM [JOJITOM. ...

3HauuT, KOrots OTTOJIKHY/1 BETKY He3aMeTHO, Korja [lo1roxsoCcT He BU/ell.
Wnu [JoAroxBOCT TIPOCTO He TIOHS/, YTO TIPOM30ILI0... XOpouio Obl
PACCIIPOCUTD er0, HO KaK C/iesiaTh 3TO Tak, UToObI OH He paccKasas I/ailiaTao?

OrHerpvB HeBOJILHO MOKocwuscsi Ha Kortsi, 1 BApyr moiiman Ha cebe ero
B3IVIS1/l, TIOJIHBIM OTKPOBEeHHOM HeHaBUCTHU. [IpucranbHO misas Ha OrHerpusa,
rjamarai yrposkarollle COLIypW/I CBOM SIHTapHble TI7asa. B Ty ke cekyHAy
OrHerpuB MoHsiI, 4T0 KOrotsb /ieficTBUTeNbHO MbITasics youTs ero. Ha 3ToT pa3 y
Hero Hudero He BbIIIO. Ho uto OymeT 3aBTpa ? OrHerpuB cofporHyscs. B
cepnytoiiuii pa3 Korots czienaet Bce, 4To0ObI I0BECTH /1710 [0 KOHIIa.

Korga oHM [JoCTUIVIM Jlarepsi, TeIuloe BeCeHHee COJHBIIIKO I10YTU
BBICYLLIWJIO 11epCTKy OrHerpvBa, HO OH Tak yCTaJjl, YTO e[Ba MOI IepecTaBiIsaTh
J1arbl.



3aBujeB ero, IlecuaHass Bypsi, HE)KMBILIAsICSI HA COJTHIIEIIEKe BO3JIe TIeIephl
BOMHOB, TTOCITEIIIHO BCKOUM/IA U TTozibeskasia O/Iike.

— Tbl BBIVIAAMIIL IIPOCTO YyKacHO! — BOCKIMKHy/Ma oHa. — Yto
C/TyYn/I0Ch?!

— Huuero ocob6enHoro, — BbiziaBus OrHerpuB. — $1 TipocTo. ..

— OrHerpuB HEMHOTO TIOTLJIaBaj, TOJLKO W Bcero, — repebun Korors,
I/ Ha Hero cBepxy BHU3. — [lonwm! Hago gonoxkuts Cuneld 3Besge! — U

OH HaripaBu/icsi K Beicokoit Ckase, a JJonroxBocT mobexxan ciaefom. Bujs, uro
OrHerpuB ycTaso mnorviesncs 3a HuMH, [lecuanas bypst yyacTimBo mprKanack K
HEMY CBOUM TeILJIbIM OOKOM U TIOIII/Ia PSIJIOM.

— Hy? — cnpocuna Cunsis 3Be3fa, KOria OHUW OCTaHOBW/IWCH Tiepef
Heli. — Hamnum kakyro-HuOyb neperipaBy? Korotb moMoTan cBoeli OrpOMHOM
T'OJIOBOM.

— IlepeliTi HeBO3MOXXKHO. Bozia ciumiiikom Bbicoka! — Ho Kaxkzoe miiems

JOJDKHO CJiesiaTh BCe, UTOOBI MPUCYTCTBOBaTh Ha CoBeTe, — HaromMHuia CuHss
3Be3za. — 3Be3JjHOe I/IeMs pa3srHeBaeTCsl Ha Hac, eC/Id Mbl He HakeM Joporu!
Pacckaxxut MHe Bce nofipobHo, Korots!

KoroTh Hauas OMuChIBaTh YTPeHHUE COObITHS, He 3a0bIB YIIOMSIHYTH O TOM,
Kak OrHerpuB MOTBITAJICS TIeperioi3TH Ha JIPyroi Oeper 1o BeTKe.

— OT0 OB OTBa)KHBIM, HO IIYMbIA MOCTYNOK! — OypKHYT OH. — 1 yXK
pelLln/I, YTO OH 3arylaTUT >KU3HbIO 3a CBoe Oe3paccyzactBo! Ilecuanass Bypsi ¢
BOCxuleHrMeM MnocMmoTrpesna Ha OrHerpuBa. ToT moHypua rosoBy. OH He Xyxe
KorTs 3Has, uto y Hero He Ob1/10 BbIOOpa.

— B cniepytommii pa3 6yas ocMoTputenibHee! — MArko ykopusia ero Cunsis
3Be3na. — Cxopau k Ilep6atoii, mycts gacT Tebe uTo-HUOYAb OT MIPOCTY/ABI.

— 41 B nopsigke, — oto3Basica OrHerpuB. — MHe NpPOCTO HY>KHO HEMHOIO
TI0CIaTh, BOT U BCce. CuHSsA 3Be37a CypOBO MpUILLypUIIa IJ1asa.

— 3J10 mipuka3, OrHerpuB. IlofaBUB 3€BOK, OH TMOC/IYLUIHO KHBHYII
ronoBor. — Chymatock, Cunsis 3Be3za.

— Co6erati k Illepb6aroii 1 mockopee Bo3Bpaiijaiics! — tenHyna [lecuaHas
Bypsi, 1ackoBo M3HYB ero B 60k. — $1 mpuraiily Tebe KakoW-HUOY/b JIaKOMBbIiA
Kycouek! OrHerpuB Bsijio ToOsiaroflapuii ee W TMOIUIeNcs K ljenurenbHUlle. Ha
nosisiHe ObUIO MyCTO, HO CTOWIO eMy mo3Bath lllepOaTyro, Kak OHa TYyT e
BBICYHY/Ia T'OJIOBY U3 CBO€U Iellephl.

— OrnerpuB? Bennkoe 3Be3Hoe 1yieMs, Jja 9To ¢ ToO0M Takoe? Thl IMOX0XK
Ha OesKy, UTO BbIBa/IMiIach u3 ceoero ayria! Uto cayunnock? Tloka OrHerpus
pacckasbiBaj, u3-3a cruHbl Lllepbaroii, npuxpambiBasi, Bbuie3dna [lemnentorika u
cena psAoM. YcneiiaB, uro OrHerpvB efiBa He YTOHY/, OHa WCIIyTaHHO
BbITapalliiia CBOU royy0sble riasa.



[Tpu B3r/sifie Ha CBOIO ObIBIIYHO yueHUIy OTrHerpuB BHOBb BCIIOMHUJ O
Tpareguu Ha ['pemsiuei Tporie, HaBcerja ocTaBUBLIEH ee Kajiekor. Heyxxenu 3To
ObUIO ellle OfIHO HeyjaBileecs: TokyieHne Korta? Ho ecnu 310 Tak, TO uTO
Jenatb panblie? Kak octaHOBUTH KOrTsi ¥ He [JOIMyCTUTb NPUHECEHUST HOBOU
YKepTBBI B yrofly ero 6e3MepHOMY B/IaCTOMIOOUIO?

— Huuero crpaiHoro! — mipockpurena Lllepbarasi, otBnekass OrHerpuBa
OT TSDKeJTbIX MbIC/eil. — Thl CU/IbHBIN U 3[0POBbIi, 3a060/1eTh He J0/KeH, HO MBI
BCe-Taku IpumeM wMmepsbl. Ilenemtomika! Hy-Ka CKaX MHe, Ha UTO HYXXHO
00paTuTh BHUMaHUeE TIPU OCMOTPEe MPOMOKIIIEro KoTa?

[Tenesntolika cesa psiMo 1 00BUJIa JIalTKK XBOCTHUKOM. [Visifist IpsIMO B T71a3a
[Ilep6aToii, oHa yBepeHHO OTueKaHWIa: — Ha 3aTpyaHeHHOe [bIxaHue, 00IIyI0
1ab0CTh 1 Ha MUSIBOK B 11epCTKe!

— OmmuyHo! — XMBIKHY/IAa LeJdTe/IbHULlA. — A Ternepb 3aliMHUCh
OCMOTPOM.

[enentoliika TijaTebHO OOHIOXana OrHerpyBa C TOMOBBI [0 XBOCTA,
TIOpbL/Iach JIAMKOM B €ro IepcTKe, uToObl yOequThCs, YTO HU OfJHA THSIBKA He
yCIiesia TIpUcoCaTbCs K Koxke. — IpIIMIb HOPMabHO? — CIIPOCU/IA OHA. —
Cnabocth uyBcTByelb? — HeT, Bce B mopsiike! — oto3Basics OrHerpuB. —
[IpocTo Xouy Jieub ¥ MpOCHaTh [0 C/IeyIOLero HoBOayHus!

— Jlymaro, Bce obomuiock! — o6bsiBuia Ilenesnoiiika, obopaunBasich K
[IIep6atoii. [Tpubmu3suBIIMCc, K OrHErpUBYy, OHa HEXXHO TOTep/ach IIeKOH 0 ero
OOK 1 HECKOJIbKO pa3 TOPOTUIMBO JIM3HY/a ero. — Thl Yk mocTapaiicst 6oJibliie He
HBIPSITh, J1afgHO? [llep6aras rynko 3aypyarna.

— Bor u xopoio! Moxels OTIrpas/sThCs crarb, Oruerpus!

[lenesntolika yAUB/I€HHO MOAHSJIA YILIKU.

— Pa3Be Thl He xouelllb CcamMa OCMOTpeTb ero? Bapyr si uro-HUOYIb
yIyctuia?

— B sTtom HeT HyXzbl, — orpe3ana lllepbaras. — $1 Tebe MOMHOCTBIO
noBepsito! — Crapyxa MOTSIHY/IAaCh, BBITHYB [yTOM KOCT/ISIBYIO CIIMHY, U BHOBb
ynersach Ha 3emt0. — $1 yke AaBHO cobupanach cka3atb Tebe Koe-uTo, —
TIPO/IOJDKM/IA OHa. — 3a TIoC/ie[JHee BpPeMsl Y MeHsl TYT repebbIBasio CTOBKO
6e3MO3I7IbIX KOTOB, UTO s1 ICKPEHHE Pajia BCTPEeTUTh XOTh OJHY 0C00Y, Y KOTOpPOii
rosioBa Ha cBoeM MecTe! Thl OdeHb OBLICTPO TMOCTUTraellb TaliHbI HaIllETO
pemecia, [Tenesntorika. Kpome Toro, Thl OT/IMYHO yXaXkKUBaelllb 3a O0IbHBIMHU.

— Cnacubo, Illep6aras! — BockmukHyna Ilememomka. Cyasa 1o ee
OKPYIVIMBLLIMMCS I71a3aM, OHa He O)KHU/asia OT CTapyXy TakoM I1je/Ipoi 1OXBaJIbl.

— Ycnokorics, g eile He 3akoHumna! A crapeto, [lenentomika. ITpurio
Bpemsi 3aayMaThcsi 00 yueHrKe. UTO Thl CKakelllb, €C/IU S TIPEJJIOKY Tebe B
I0CJ/Ie[CTBUA CMEHUTb MeHs Ha IOCTYy LlieJiTe/bHULIbI ['p0o30BOro rieMeHu?



Ilememromika Bckouwsa. [71a3a  ee cBepka/M, OHa BCA  Jpo)kaja OT
B030yKzaeHus. — ? Thl npaBa Tak gymaelnb?! — Pa3symeercsi! — BOpWIMBO
XMBIKHYyJIa CTapyxa. — Pa3Be s1 1oxoka Ha KOIIKY, KOTOpasi OTKpPbIBAeT pPOT
TOJILKO JI7Is1 TOTO, UTOOBI HAaC/IaIUTHCSA 3ByKaMU COOCTBEHHOTO rojioca?

— Torma — pma! — ckasana Ilemesnroika, pelivTesIbHO BCKUAbIBAs
rosioBy. — $1 xouy 3Toro OoJibIlle BCero Ha ceete!

OrHerpuB No4yBCTBOBaJI, YTO CEPZLie ero BOT-BOT BbICKOUMT U3 rpyau. Kak
JI0JITO OH KW/ B TpeBore 3a [lemnestoiky! CHauasia oH OOSICS, UTO OHAa YMPeET,
MOTOM CTpafial OTTOrO, YTO WM3YPOAOBaHHAs Jiallka HUKOI/IA He TO3BOJUT eu
cTtatb BOMHOM. OH TMpeKpacHO TIOMHWI OTYasiHue, C KOTopbiM [lemestoinka
cmotpena B Oyayiree. 1 BoT Temeps IllepOarasi, KaXkeTcsi, Hallljla CamMoe JIydiiiee
pemienre! CuacTbe, KOTOPbIM CBETW/IACh, Ilemetolika, ObII0 caMbIM JIyUIIAM
TOMYy TIo/TBep>KAeHreM. He uys o coboii nam, OrHerpus npubeskan B Tielepy,
noobenan c Ilecuanoii Bypeit 1 rpoBanuicst B coH. Korjja OH TPOCHYJICS, CBET B
Terriepe y>ke OKpacwics OarpoBBIMM JyuaMU 3axofsiiero cosiHia. KpyTobok
TOJIKa/l er0 HOCOM B OOK.

— BcraBait! — Topornun oH. — CuHsI 3Be37,a TOBKO UTO CO3Bajia KOTOB
Ha cobpaHue!

OrHerpuB BbUI€3 U3 Tellepbl U YBU/IE, UTO TIPeABOAUTETLHULIA YKe 3aHsIa
cBoe MecTo Ha BepiivHe Bricokoit Ckanbl. Psgom ¢ Heit crtosia Illepb6arasi.
JoXXIaBIIMCh TUIIVHBI, 1]eJIATe/IbHULIA 3arOBOPU/Ia MEPBOM:

— Kortsl I'po3oBoro rjiemeHu! — Xpuruio Hauasa oHa. — f Xouy c/esiarhb
BakHOe cooOirieHre. Bce BbI 3Haete, uto si crapa. Camoe BpeMsi MofyMaTh 00
yueHUKe, KOTOPOMY s TiepeJjaM CBOM 3HaHHUS. B yueHuipl cebe s BbIOpasa
e[IJUHCTBEHHYIO KOIIKY, C KOTOPOM MOTYy YXXWUTbCSd, — TYT LeuTe/bHULIA
yCMeXHy/laChb W TIPOJIO/DKHIA y)Ke 0e3 ynblOKu: — U eUHCTBEeHHYIO, KOTOpast
CMOIJIa YXXUTbCA CO MHOM. Bailen cieqyroiien LeauTeNbHULIEN CTaHeT
[Ternenrorkal

Cobpanue pagocTHO 3arygeno. Cusitomias Ilemestollika UAHHO cujena y
nofHOXKMsA Bbicokoii Ckasibl, /1ariku ee ObUTM COMKHYTBI, IYIIMCTasi IIepCTKa
Jle)kazia BOJIOCOK K BOJIOCKY. CMYILIEHHO CKJIOHMB TOJIOBKY, OHa TpUHUMaa
TO3/paBJieHus [JIEMeHMU.

— Tlenemomika! — pa3zmascs Bo BceoOiijeM Tyjie BiacTHbIN ronoc CuHel
3Be3apl. — Thl cornacHa crath yueHulled Illepbaroit? Koireuka BCKuHYy/a
r0JIOBY Y MPSIMO MOCMOTPeJIa B I1a3a MpeBOAUTeIbHULbI.

— Ha, Cunss 3Be3aa.

— B Takom cnydyae B fgeHb [lonoBuHBI JIyHbI Thl OTHPABHUILLCS K
MarepuHckoMmy VICTOKy U MOnyumIlb 0/arocioBeHre 3Be3HOTO TUIEMEeHM, Kak
Be/UT Tpajuiusa. [Jla mycTh XpaHSAT Tebsi AoOpble HamyTCTBUS 1pO30BOrO



rieMeHu!

[Ilepbarass BCkOum/a, HEYK/IIOXKe Crion3na ¢ Boicokoit Ckasibl, Tofoliaa K
[leresrorike 1 rorepsack HOCOM O ee HOC. [Tocsie Toro Bce mueMs Crpyauioch
BOKpYT Oyayirei LenuTesbHULIBL. B Tosre mo3zapasnstoiux OrHerpuB cpasy
3aMmeTu/1 [TarmopoTHWKa. PHDKUM KOTHK JIaCKOBO TIPMXKMMAJCS K OOKYy CecTphl,
I71a3a ero ropeyiv OT TOpA0CTH 3a Hee. Jlaxke KOrotb con3Bo/vI MpUbIU3UTRCS U
CKa3aTb HeCKOJIbKO MPUATHBIX C/10B Ilemnentolike.

C niepBoro B31VIsi[ja OBIJIO BUIHO, UTO KaHAWAATYPa, TIPe//IoyKeHHasi Ha OJJUH
13 B)KHEUIIMX MOCTOB B MJIEMEHU, MPUIIIACH T10 AYIIle BCEM.

Oxxuzast cBoeil ouepeiu, UYTOOBI TIO3PaBUTH OYyAYIIYIO ILeUTETbHUILY,
OrHerpuB MoHeBOJIe 3aymMa/iCd O TpeBOrax, MyuyuBIIUX ero. Heyxenu u oHuU
Kor/la-HUOy/Ib pa3pelarcsi CTO/b »Ke 6/1aroroyyyHo, Kak [lerestoikuHb ?



I'naBa XVIII

Hactynun TpeTui 3akar C TOTO 3J/I0MOIYYHOro AHS, Korga OrHerpuB uyThb
He yTOHYJ1 B peke. Mosiomoli BOWH YyMBIBAa/ICSl BO3Jie Tlellepbl, TIaTe/IbHO
BbI/IM3bIBas SI3bIKOM CBOK) PBDKYHO ILIEpCTKY. 3arax TaJod BOAbI BCe elle
nipecsiefioBan ero. [IoBepHyB rosioBy, YTOObI Kak C/ie[lyeT BLIUMCTUThL CIIMHKY, OH
yCJIbILIA YbH-TO MPUOIVIKAIOLIMeCs 11aru U yBUzea mpauHoro Korrsi.

— CuHss 3Be3ma xoueT, uToObI Thl TIPUCYTCTBOBAA HA CErOfHSIIIHEM
CoBeTe, — mpophklvan riaimaraii. — Iloaxoau K ee melijepe U BO3bMHU C C000i
KpyTto6oka u Ilecuanyto Bypto, — OypKHY/ OH U, He I0>KU/asiCh OTBETa, TIOLIes
TIIpOYb.

OrHerpuB BCTan U NOTAHY/ACA. OrnsifeBIIMCh, OH 3aMeTWI B 3apOCiIsx
kparnuBbl KpyToboka u [Tecuanyto Bypro v roHeccst K HUM.

— Cunsist 3Be3zia 6epet Hac Ha CoBeT! — pafIoCTHO COOOILM OH APY3bsiM.

[Tecuanasi Bypsi ObICTpO TIpOr/IOTWIA TOCTAEHUN KyCOueK [po3ja u
TIpOBesia PO30BbLIM SI3bIUKOM TI0 T'y0am.

— Ho kak xe Mbl Tyma nobepemcss? — yauBWIach OHa. — [OBOPST,
TepenTy yepes MOTOK HeBO3MOXKHO!

— CuHaa 3Be3fa cuuTaeT, YTO 3Be3JHOe IUleMsl pacCepAuTCs, eC/Id Mbl
OoTKakeMcs OT yyactus B CoBere, — mnosicHWI OrHerpusB. — OHa mipuriaiiaer
Hac BCeX K CBoeM renjepe. Bo3sMOXXHO, XOUeT npe//IoKUTh KAKOU-TO TI/1aH.

— Hapetocs, Ham He Hajo Oyzer nepebuparbcsi BriaBb! — mpoOypuan
KpyTo60K, HaOMB MOHBIHN POT.

OH crapascs BbIVIAAETb HeLOBOJIBHBIM, HO IVla3a €ro TaK U TOopeayd OT
HeTeprieHVs. OTHerpUB IPeKpPacHO IIOHKMMaJ, YTO APYr CYMTaeT MUHYTHI [0
BcTpeun ¢ Cepebpsinkoil. KpyToboK He mocBsiijan ero B CBOU [iefia, TT03TOMY
OrHerpvB He 3Ha/l, y[aj0Ch Jid BAHOOIEHHBIM BCTPETUTHCS XOTb pa3 C TOTO
3JIOMOJIyYHOrO [Hs, Korja Korore moWiman uMX BO BpeMsl BO3BpallleHUsl W3
Peunoro niemeHu.

BcriomuuB o Cepebpsinke, OrHerpuB TYT >Ke TOAyMaa O ee OyayIux
kotsitaX. Cmuputcst i KpyToOOK C MBIC/IBIO O TOM, UTO €r0 ZIeTU BbIPacTyT B
yyxoMm 1iemeHn? [Tocmeet u CepeOpsiHKa MPU3HATHCS COPOMYAM B TOM, UTO
OTLIOM ee KOTAT CTaj BOMH U3 ['po3oBoro myiemenu? OrHerpuB MOTPSIC FOJIOBOM,
OTTOHSISl TPEBOXKHBIE MBIC/TH, U BMeCTe C ./Ipy3bsiMU nobeskan K Bricokoit Ckare.
Cunsisi 3Be3a yXe cujena BO3/e CBOeM Mellepbl, BOKPYI Hee CrpyQUIUCh
bypaH, Kucrtouka u Cunersnaska. UyThb 1103)Ke K HUM MPUCOeAUHUIMCh Korots u
YacTokou.



— Kaxk BbI 3HaeTe, cerofiHsi HacCTyIlaeT TOJHOAyHHWe, — Hauasa CuHsas
3Be3/ia, KOrjja BOWHBI pacCe/vucb BOKPYT Hee. — ['p030BOMY IJIeMEeHU HEerpoCTO
Oymer mobparbcs mo UeTwipex [lepeBbeB, HO 3Be3HOE TIJIEMSI JKIET, UTO MbI
cAenaeM [IJii 3TOrO0 BCe BO3MOKHOe. VIMEHHO TMO3TOMYy B 3TOT pa3 CO MHOH
MOUJIYyT TOJILKO BOWHBL. CerofHsIIHSs J0pora MOXET OKa3aThCs CJIMIIKOM
TPYAHOM [IJI1 YUYEHUKOB, CTapDUKOB M KODOJIEB, OXUZAOIIMX KOTST. YacTokos!
CerofiHsi Thl BO3IVIAB/ISI/I ITATPY/b K peke. [10/10)KH HaM, Kak 00CTOAT fiefa.

— Bopa Hauana criagjath, — 00BsiBUI YacTtokosn. — Ho 3To mpoucxoaut
OueHb MeJlJIeHHO. MbI fouuid 10 camou ['pemsitel Tponbl, U Tak U He HalLIU
MecTa, TJie MOYKHO ObIIO ObI TIEPeUTH PEKY MOCYXY.

— UYeMm BbIllle B TPeAropbsi, TeM peKa CTAaHOBUTCS y)Ke, — 3aJyMUHUBO
nipoTsiHysia CrHernaska. — MoxeT ObITb, Mbl CyMeeM TepeTpbIrHy Th?
— Moxelib TI0MpoOOBaTh, €cnu y Tebs eCcTb KPbUIbsi! — OrPBI3HY/ICS

YacTokos. — Ho TeMm, y KOT0 TOJTBKO YeThIpe Jiarbl, 1 Obl He coBeToBa!

— W TeM He MeHee 1OMPoOOBaTH UMeeT CMBIC/I KUMEHHO TaM, — BMellasics
bypas.

— Tak u nocrynum, — KuBHysna Cunsaa 3Be3ga. — Bo3MoXKHO, 3Be3gHoe
TieMst YKaKeT HaMm Oe3oracHblii myTh. OHa TIOJHSIaCh U MOJTUa ToBeJia OTpsi]| K
BBIXO/y U3 Jlarepsl.

ConHije OmyCcTWIOCh 3a TOPU3OHT, U JjleC IMOrpys3wicsd B cymepku. I'zne-to
B/laJieKe 3ayXajia COBa, B KyCTapHUKe I'DOMKO BO3WIach AUub, HO BOWHBI ObLIU
CJIMIIIKOM BCTPEeBOXKeHbI, UTOOBI lymarh 06 oxore. CuHsis 3Be3/ja yBePEeHHO BeJia
UX 4yepe3 jileC K TOMY MeCTY, I[le peKa BbIpbIBajaCb U3 KaMEHHOI'O TyHHeJIs,
niposioykeHHoro 1o, ['pemsitiieit Tporoii. OBbIUHBIN My Th, 110 KOTOpoMy ['po3oBoe
TiieMst OTIpaB/isyioch Ha CoBeT, HUKOTZIA He MPOXOJAW/ Tak 0/u3ko K ['pemsiieit
Tpore, u OrHerpus C yauB/ieHHWeM JyMasl O TOM, 4To 3agyMasia CuHssa 3Be3ja.
[Mopotigst Gmvke, KOThbl YBW[E/NW, UTO BOZAA pas3/iniacb BO BCe CTOPOHBI OT
TyHHens. [loAHMMarolascs JiyHa OTpakajacb B CIIOKOMHOM rnagu. Bes
I'pemsijasi Tpora Obuia 3aToryieHa, AaXke Uyjullla Terepb IO3MA MeJIeHHee,
[TouTu CKpBIThIE TyuaMu OPBI3T, BbLIETAIOIIUX U3-TIOf UX KPYIJIbIX UepPHBIX JIall.

JoxmaBlIvch, MOKa ouyepefHoe 4vyauile ckpoetcs Baanu, CuHasa 3Besza
ro/iBesia CBOMX KOTOB K camoMy Kparo I'pemsinent Tponbl. OHa moHIOXasna BOAY,
CMOPpIM/IaCh OT BOHU U OCTOPOXKHO TOIPy3u/ia JIalKy B IMOTOK.

— 37ecb JOBOJILHO MeJKO, — 00bsIBH/Ia OHa. — MOYKHO TepeiTy MOTOK 0
I'pemsiment Tpome, a panblie uaTh K YeTvipem [lepeBbsIM BOJIb TPaHULIbI
CyMpauHOro rjieMeHu.

[Mepetitu mo I'pemsiteii Tporie! Ot ofHOM MbICM 006 3TOM y OrHerprBa
3ameBesMaachk mwepcrtb. VMot mo pgopore uyauig! Kro-kKTo, @ OH C/IUIIKOM
XOpOLLIO 3Ha/l, YTO uyjullia MOryT chenarb ¢ koramu! Ilemesrorika efsa He



roru6;1a, a Be/ib OHA BCEro JIUIIIb MOAOIILIa CUIIKOM 0/M3K0 K Kpato ['pemsiieit
Tpornsr!

— A ec/u uy/IvIIa HAJeTIT? — 03BYUMJI ero oraceHus KpyTo6ok.

— Mpni Oygem [ep)kaTbCsi BO3/ie camoil 00OUMHBI, — YCIIOKOM/IA €ro
rpejBoAuTe/IbHULA. — Kpome Toro, Thl caM BUJeJsl, KaK Me[JIeHHO OHU Tellepb
Geratotr! HaBepHOoe, UM TOXKe He HPaBUTCSI MOUUTh JiaTlbi!

OrHerpuB TpeKpacHO Bu/es, uTo cjioBa CuHeli 3Be3/bl He yoeaunu gpyra.
On Ob1 monHOCThIO coryiaceH ¢ KpyTobokoM, HO TOHMMAam, YTO ceilluac He
BpeMmsi /151 BO3pakeHUH. EC/ii OH oCMenuTCst OTKPBITH POT, KOroTh TyT e mpu
BCeX Ha30BeT ero TPyCOM.

— Opny wmuHyTKy, CuHHsia 3Be3ma, — CkKaszan bypaH, korga
TpeIBOAUTEe/IbHULIA YKe CTYIW/IA B TIOTOK. — TbI TIOMHMUILIb, UTO HAIIX 3€MJIU T10
Ty cTOopoHy [pemsineit Tporbl nexaT B HU3MHe? $1 yBepeH, UTO OHU BCe
3aTorieHbl. Borock, A1t Toro utobbl mpobOpathesi K UeThipeM [lepeBbsiM, HamM
MpUJleTcsl HapylwuTh rpaHully CyMmpauHOro IJIEeMEHM W MOPOUTH MO0 UX
TeppUTOpUH, 671ar0, OHa pacriosioKeHa Topa3/io BhIllle Halllel.

Cunsisi 3Be3/ja 3ajymMasach, He oOpailjasi BHUMaHUs Ha BOJTHBI, JIVDKYIIIVE ee
J1arbl.

— Bo03M0)XHO, — HakoHell, CKa3aja oHa. — Ecii He OygeT [pyroii
BO3MOXKHOCTH, MPUAETCS PUCKHYTh!

W oHa cTynuia B BOAy, Npecekasi JajbHellle Bo3paxkeHust. Koram Huuero
He 0CTaBa/IoCh, KaK MOBUHOBAThCA. OTHErpyB C IJIECKOM BOILLIEe/I B BOAY C/leloM
3a BypanoMm, a Koroth moiesn mocsieaHum, 4toObl CeWTh 3a [AOPOTOM U
TpelyripeiuThb OTPs, B C/lyuae MOsiBJIeHUs YyAuLL].

BHauane Bce ObIZIO CIIOKOWHO, €C/AM He CUWTaTh YyAuIlla, Me/JeHHO
TIPOMOJI3LIero HaBCTpeuy KOTaM Mo Apyrou ctopoHe I'pemsiueit Tporibl. 3aTem
3HAKOMBIM peB U IJIeCK BO/IbI COOOIIIN/I O TIPUO/IKeHUU HOBOM OMacCHOCTH.

— beperuce! — 3aopan Kororts.

OrHerpuB 3aCTbL/I, TIPWKABIIMCh K HU3KOW CTEHOUKE, Jie/TUBIIen ['pemsiiyto
Tpory nornosiam. YacTokon Bckapabkasncsi Ha 60pTUK U 3100HO oCKasu 3yObl Ha
rpono/3atoniee uyguige. Ha KakoM-TO MUTI B BOZle OTpaswWiach CTpaHHas,
TriepesiMBaroLLascs OKpacka MOHCTpa, 3aTeM YyAULle CKPbUIOCh U3 IVia3, a U3-1o[
ero Jjiari Ha KOTOB oOpymMaach BojiHA 3arxsyioit Bogbl. CrimHa OrHerpuBa
MCHOBEHHO CTaJjla TaKOM ke MOKPOM, KaK Y LIepPCTh Ha ero >KUBOTe.

HaxoHelj Bce ObLJI0 KOHYEHO, M OH CMOT' CHOBA B3/10XHYTb. [JoOpaBuiMch /10
TPOTUBOIIO/I0KHOU CTOPOHBbI ['pemsieri Tpombl, OrHerpuB moHs1, yTo bypaH
OKasasics mpas. Jlexaiue B HU3WHE 3eMJ/IM MOJHOCTBI) CKPBUIUCH IO, BOJOM.
KoTam He ocTaBasioch HUUEro Apyroro, Kak Opectu Baosb ['pemsiteii Tporbl /10
TeX T0p, MOKa 3eMJIs He HaUHeT TOBbILIAaThCS.



OrHerpvB C HacaaXJeHWEM CIOPbICHY/ C IIepliaBOW ITOBEPXHOCTH
I'pemsimert Tporbl, BCTal Ha 3eMJ/IF0 U PacKpbLl pOT, JIOBS BO3AyX. B Ty ke
CeKyH/Jly OH I[I0YYBCTBOBa/l OUeHb 3HAKOMbIM, pe3KUM W CUIbHBIA 3arax.
CympauHoe 1ieMst! BbIXOAUT, OHU yrKe BBILUIM 3a FPAHULIbI CBOEM TEPPUTOPUM U
OUyTWIUCh Ha 3emsile CyMpauHOro IjleMeHd, B TOM MecCTe, [/le OHa Yy3KOMW
riosiockou otgessiet ['pemsiyro Tpory ot UeTeipex [lepeBnes.

— Hawm He cnenyer 37ech ocTaBaTbCsi! — poOKo B3moxHysa CHUHersaska.
Ecmu CuHss 3Be3fa U yC/bllllajia ee C/0Ba, OHa He oOpaTuia Ha HUX HU
Masieiiiiiero BHUMaHus. He roBopsi HU C/10Ba, OHa ObICTPO Gekasa 1Mo MOKpPOMY
JiepHy. [lepeBbsi 371eChb pOC/IUA pefKO, a KOPOTKO TIOACTPW)KeHHasl TpaBa He
rpejocCTaB/siia HUKAakoro YKpoiTusA. Cepiue y OrHerpyBa KOJMIOTW/IOCH Kak
GellleHoe, ¥ OH 3Haj, UTO OBICTPHIN Oer TyT MOYTU HU TIpU ueM. Ecmu KOThl U3
CympauHoro TemMeHM OOHapyaT uX, He MHUHOBaTh Oezabl! OpHako UYeTbipe
IepeBa ObIM y>ke coBceM 0J/IM3KO0, TaK UTO OCTABA/IOCh HA/IeSATHCS Ha yauy.

B cenyromyro CekyHAy Kakasg-TO TeMHasi TeHb MeJIbKHY/a BIepeau,
orpesas CHHIOK 3Be3/ly OT KOJIOHHbI BOMHOB. Bcses 3a 3TUM CO BCeX CTOPOH
3amMe/IbKa/Ii HOBbIe TeHU, IPOCTHBIe BOIUIX IPOpe3aayd HOYHYHO TULLUHY.

BHauane Cunssi 3Be3zma yckopuna Oer, Oyaro xoTesa o0OOrHaThb CBOMX
rpecsjefioBaresied, HO 3areM pe3KO OCTaHOBWIacb. BouHBI Moc/ieg0oBanu
Tpy¥Mepy TmpeABoAUTe/bHULIbL. OrHerpuB 3amep, mnepeBOfs [bixaHue. TeMHbIe
burypsl oo coBceMm 6/M3K0, U OH y3Haa KOTOB CyMpayHOro TjieMeHU BO
riaBe ¢ YepHou 3Be3/0M.

— CuHnsia 3Be3na!l — Herogymoile (bIPKHY/I KOT, OCTaHaB/IUBAsICh Tepe[
nipeABojuTebHULIe ['po30Boro miemeHu. — Kak Tbl ocmenuiach MPUBECTH
CBOUX BOMHOB Ha 3emyii CyMpauHOro riemeHu?!

— TlaBOOK He OCTaBW/I HaM JPYyrod BO3MOXKHOCTH Tornactb Ha CoBeT, —

crokoiiHo oTBeTr/aa CuHss 3Be3fia. — Mbl He uilleM Bpak/bl, YepHasi 3Be3za.
Tbl TIpeKpacHO 3Haelllb, 4TO BO BpeMsi COBETOB [IeHCTByeT CBSILIEHHOE
repemMupue.

[TpeaBogutens CymMpauHOTo TieMeHU 37100HO OIEeTHHUW/ICS U 3allluIier,
TPYKUMas YU K 3aTbUIKY:

— Tlepemupuie cobsmomaercs y Uetwlpex /lepeBbeB, Cunsist 3Be3za! OHO He
JecTByeT Ha 3emsisix CyMpadyHOro rnjiemMeHu!

OrHerpuB WHCTUHKTHMBHO BCTal B 0OoeByio cToiKy. KoTbl CympauHOro
TJIeMEeHU — BOWHBI, CTaDUKU U YUEHUKH, Haua/lu MOJua CKUMaTh TOJIYKOJIbLIO
BOKPYI' MaJieHbKOro otpsifja I'po3oBoro rieMeHu. OHU BBIIVISIZIE/IA HE MeHee
03/7100/IeHHBIMH, UeM WX TipeaBoauTesib. IllepcTh UX crosiia AIOOM, XBOCTBI B
SPOCTU XJieCTaqu 1Mo OokaM, B 3/I00HBIX T7la3aX OTpaXkasiCs XOJIO[HBIA CBeT
JIyHBL.



OrHerpyvB MOHSUI, YTO KX MAaJIOYMC/IEHHBIM OTPsJ >KAeT HeMHHyemoe
riopakeHue.

— IIpocTtu mens1, YepHas 3Be3sa, — CKJ/IOHW/IA TOIOBY IIpeBOAUTETbHULIA
['po3oBoro miemeHu. — [loBepk, UTO JMIlL 0cobasi HEOOXOAUMOCTh 3acTaBuU/IA
HacC MepecTyIUTh TPaHUIly Balllux 3eMesib. [Ipority Tebsi, Mo3Bo/Ib HaM TIPOUTH.

Ee c/i0Ba HHCKOJIBKO He YCIIOKOM/IM BOMHOB CyMpauHOro IJIeMeHH.
['onoBHS, WX ramiaraid, Mojya BbIIIeJ W3 TOJIBI MU OCTAaHOBWUIICA PSALOM CO
CBOWM IIpeBOAUTETIEM.

— $1 pgymato, oHu mpobpanuch Crofla Ha pa3BelKy, — THUXO CKasaa OH
YepHou 3Be3zge. — IO10 wwnuoHbl! — Innons?! — KoroTe Bpa3Basky BblILes
BIIepe/], BCTasl PSALOM C MpeJBOAUTEeIbHULIEH U BBITSAHYJ 11€t0, [TOYTH YITepIInCh
HocoM B Mopay l'osoBHU. — [la 4yTO MBI MOIVIM TYT pasBeznarb? Mbl fake He
npub/IKaauch K Balliemy jarepo!

BepxHsisi ry0a ['o/10BHU yrpoykarollle TOTO/3/1a BBepX, 0OHaXKUB OCTpHIe,
KakK IIUTIbI, 3yOblI.

— IIpukaxku, nipeBOAUTE b, U MbI TIOPBEM UX Ha 4yacTu!

— TlomnpoOytiTe! — psiBkHyn Korote. Heckonmbko cekyHn UepHasi 3Be3za
Momyan. Iloka pgnunace 3Ta  HeBbIHOCHMas TulvMHA, y OrHerpuBa oOT
HarpsDKeHWsi Hayaau ApoxKaTh MbIlbl. OH C/blan 3a CIIUHOW yrpoxkarolee
pbruanue KpyTtoboka, Bujesn, kak Kucrouka 37100HO oliepuiach Ha Oivykaiiiero
K Hell Bpa)KeCKOro BOWHa, a OsieHO-30/0THUCThIe [v1a3a [lecuaHoit Bypu
3a@)XKIJIMCh TIPEJBKYI1lIeHeM OUTBHI.

— Orouaute! — ckOMaHi0Baa CBOMM BowHaM YepHasi 3Be3za. — [lauite
uM popory. 51 xouy, uyrobbl ['po30Boe TIeMsl TIPUCYTCTBOBAJIO HA CETOHSIITHEM
CoBete! — mpoiurnen OH CKBO3b CTHUCHYThbie 3yObl, WU B T0JIOCE €ro
TI0CJIbIIIA/IACh KaKas-TO CKpbITas yrposa.

— YTo OH XOYeT 3TUM CKasaTb? — C TpeBOrou cripocun OrHerpuB y
KpyToboka.

— Bce, urto yrogHo! — yrpromo mnoxan riedamu Kpyrobok. — C camoro
Haya/la HaBOZJHEHUsI Mbl He BU/e/IM HUKOI'O U3 UX IJIeMeHU. KTo 3HaeT, YTO OHU
3ayMasnu!

— MBI faxe mpefocTaBUM BaM COTPOBOXKJeHUe, — Mpojo/pKan YepHas
3Be3/a, COIypUB I7la3a. — Yero He cesiaelllb Pajii TOro, YTOObI HAIK COCeU
GnarornonyuHo gobpanuck 0 YUetvipex [lepeBbeB! BAapyr ux HamyraeT Kakas-
HUOY/Ib 3/1as1 MBIIIKA, U OeTHSPKKU COOBIOTCS C ZIOPOTH?

Bounbl CyMmpauHOro TIjieMeHM OfI00pUTe/NIbHO 3ary/leld U COMKHY/UChH
BOKpPYT oTpsifia I'po3oBoro ryieMeHu. YepHas 3Be3ja KUBHY/ U TIOLIe/ PSALOM C
Cunein 3Be3moli. OcrasibHble MOTSHYIWCH  ClefioM. [po3oBoe  rmiems
oTnpaBuiock Ha CoBeT, OKpY’KeHHOe Bparamu.



JlyHa mofHs/Iacb COBCeM BBICOKO, KOrja BOMHBI ['DO30BOro ImjieMeHU B
CONPOBOXKJAEHUU CBOUX KOHBOMPOB CITyCTW/IMCh B A0onuHy Yetbipex [lepeBbes.
XonoaHbld, OecroljafiHBIA  JYHHBIA CBeT 3a/MBa/l  ITIOJIHY, OCBeIlast
coOpaBIlIMXCs Ha Hell Tipe[cTaBuTesiell rieMeHu BeTpa u PeuHoro miemeHwu.
Korza HoBasi rpyIia KOTOB Hayaja CIIyCKaTbCsl M0 CKJIOHY XOJIMa, BCe C
YAUB/IEHWEM [OBEPHY/IU T0JIOBBI B UX CTOPOHY. OrHerpuB IpeKkpacHO MOHKUMaJ
TIPUUMHY BceoOI1llero r000MbITCTBA — BOMHBI [PO30BOr0 T/IeMEHU CerofiHs
BbIrVIsienu ruieHHMKaMmu! Ilo3ToMy OH ropzo pacripaBwWI IUIeYU U [IBUHYJ/ICA
BITepe/i, 3aJ[paB XBOCT M I10/I00PO/IOK, TOTOBbLIM OPOCHTBCS Ha HOOOr0 KOTa,
KOTOPBIN 0cMen/cs Obl Ha3BaTh UX MOOEX/IeHHBIMU.

K cyacTpro, CTOW/IO UM CIIyCTUTBCA B [0JIMHY, KaK BOMHBI CymMpayHOro
rieMeHy GeciiiyMHO yaanumuch. CuHss 3Be3fia ¥ KoroTh 1oBesid CBOUM OTpSif
npsiMo K ckane. O6epHyBIMCh, OrHerpuB yBuze, uto KpyToOok yxxe Ge)KUT K
Cepebpsinke. K cokaneHuto, Kollleuka Cufiesia B OKPY>KeHUH KOPOJIeB U3 CBOETO
rieMeHH, Tak 4to KpyToOOKy 0CTaBa/soCh JUILb YHBIIO CJIOHSITHCSI BOKPYT HUX,
Opocasi HecuaCTHbIe B3IVIsi/Ibl Ha CBOIO M30paHHUILY.

OrHerpuB mofaBun raybokuii B3mox. OH TIpeKpacHO TMOHUMas, Kak
KpyTobok ckyuaet o CepebpsiHke, Kak XOueT BU/IeTb ee — TeM OoJiee Terepsb,
KOTJla OHA XX/IeT KOTSIT, HO OH 3Ha/Jl U TO, HAaCKOJBbKO OMAaCHO BIOOTEHHBIM
BCTpeuarbCst Ha CoBeTe 10/, B3IVIifaMU MHOXKeCTBA I71a3.

— UYt0 HOC noBecun? — OrHerpuB TakK U MOACKOUYWI OT HEOKWUJAHHOCTH,
ycibiiaB rojgoc Kucrouku. — Y Tebst Takoi Buf, OyATO ThI UTO-TO 3ajymari!
[Tpu3HaBaricst! OrHerpuB pacTepsiHHO YCTaBUJICS Ha Hee.

— d... S pyman Haj TeM, uTo cKa3as YepHast 3Be31a! — ObICTPO Hallleacs

oH. — YTO OH WMen B BUAY, KOTJa 3asiBU/I, UTO XOUeT BUJIeTh KOTOB [ p030BOro
TIeMeHU Ha cerogHsiuHeM CoBete?
— $1 Mory ckasarb TOJIbKO OJHO, — BCTyIW/a B PasroBOp IOJOLIeALIas

[Tecuanast Bypsi. — OH He BBITTISIZIENT HU APY>KeTFOOHBIM, HU MUPOJTFOOHUBBIM! —
Ona obnm3ara JlarnKy ¥ rodecasna cebst 3a yxom. — CKOPO MbI BCe y3HaeM.

— Hawm rposur kakasi-to 6ema! — mpo6opmotana CrHernaska, mpobupasich
nob/mKe K KopojieBaM U3 TieMeHd BeTpa. — $1 uyBCTBYIO 3TO MOAYyIIeUKaMH Ha
Jlankax!

Eme OGosbllle BCTPEeBOXKUBIIMCH, OTHErpUB Hauajl CJAOHATHCS —TIOf,
JIePEeBBbSIMU, JIOBSI OOpBIBKM Pa3roBOpoB. KoTbl 0OMEHWBAIMCh I10C/AeIHUMU
CIUVIeTHSMM, T[epejaBaju Jpyr JApPyry HOBOCTHM, HO HUKTO U CJIOBOM He
obMosBW/ICA O TOM, uTO 3ambiiisieT UepHas 3Be3ma. OfHAKO OH 3aMeTHII
3/I0BeIlye B3I/Isi/Ibl, KOTOpble 6pocanu Ha Hero KOThkl M3 CyMpauHOTO IJIEMEeHH.
Buzen oH U TO, UTO OHU TO U [eJI0 C HeTepreHueM IOIIAAbIBAIOT Ha CKaiy,
OyATo He B cWIax AoXKAaThCs Hauasia CoBeTa.



HakoHel] rpoMKUii BOI/Ib C BEePIIIMHBI CKa/ibl MOI0KW/ KOHel] pa3roBopaM.
Borapunace MepTBasi TUIlIMHA. OTHETpUB YyCesCs y TOJHOXKUS XOJIMa, OTKy/a
TpeKpacHO TMpOCMaTpvBa/jachb M CaMa CKajla, U TeMHble CUIy3Thl ueThIpex
TpeBOAUTE/IeN.

[Tecuanass Bypsi ycTpounack psifioM C HUM U Jier/a, ToJBepHYB JalKU Mo/,
I'PYZKY.

— HakoHell-To! — HeTeprie/iMBO B3[0XHY/Ia OHa.

Briepes;, Becb [Ipo)ka OT ejie CAEep>KUBaeMOM SIPOCTH, BBICTYNWI YepHas
3Be3za.

— Cny1aiiTe MeHsl, KOTbl BCeX YeThIpex TieMeH! — 00bsiBUI OH. — Bce
BbI 3HaeTe, UTO JI0 MPOILILIX 3e/ieHbIX JINCTheB 3Be370/10M ObLT TTPe/IBOAUTE/IEM
Hartero rjaeMeHud. OH ObIT. ..

3Be3gHbiii Jlyu, mnpenBoauTenb IleMeHU BeTpa, 1arHyn Brepen U
0CTaHOBW/ICS Bo37ie UepHoi 3Be3/bI.

— Kro gan Tebe mpaBO TIPOM3HOCHUTH 37IeCh 3TO TMPOKJIsATOE uUMsS?! —
TpopeBesl OH, W I7la3a €ro CBepKHYIM OeimieHCTBOM. OTHErpWB TMOHSJI, UTO
3Be3aHbIN JIyu He 3a0blT O TOM, KaK BOWHBI 3Be3/10JIOMa OJHAXKAbl W3THA/IA
riiemMsi BeTpa ¢ pofHou 3eMu.

— TIpoknsiToe-To OHO TIPOKJsATOe, — KuBHY/1 YepHas 3Be3fga. — Tkl He
Xy)Ke JpyTrUX 3Haelllb, KAK HeHAaBMCTHA JIeCHbIM KOTaM IaMsiTb O 3Be3/0/I0Me.
OH ykpasn kotaT u3 ['po3oBoro miemeHd. OH 3aCTaB/isi/l KOTSIT CBOEro IjieMeHU
BCTyMaTh B OWUTBY CJ/IMIIIKOM paHO, ¥ HeoOyueHHbIe MaJIbIIIN IMorubasiy B BOMHaX.
B KOHIle KOHIIOB, er0 KpOBOXKa/JHOCTb U HEYKPOTHMOCTh 3acTaBW/la HaC — ero

coOCTBEHHBIX BOMHOB! — BOCCTaTh MPOTHB CBOEro MpeABOJWTENS W W3THATh
ero. Ho rme ke oH Temepb? — 3aBomusi YepHas 3Be3lla, CpbiBasiCh Ha
TIPOH3UTe/bHbIN BU3r. — CJ0X OT rojofia B jiecy Wi HaBeK Oro30pus ceos,

nogoupast obbenku 3a JIByHorumu?! Het! OkasbiBaeTcsi, HaIUIMCh KOTBHI,
nasimue emy rnputot! Jla-pa! Cpeau Hac ecTh rpefaresiv, NpeCcTyUBLLIKWE 3aKOH
BOMHCKOM uyecT! OHM — mpefiav HaC M CTa/ld BparaMu KaK/[OMy 4eCTHOMY
JIeCHOMY KOTY!

OrHerpuB ucrnyraHHo neperisgHy/cs ¢ Ilecuanor Bypei. OH yxke TOHS,
yTO CenvaC TPOU30UZET, W, Cy[s IO 3aTPaBA€HHOMY B3IVIIy TOADPYTH, eu
TIPUILLIA B TOJIOBY Ta K€ MbIC/Ib.

— Kro oHu, 3TM mipemarenu?! — HazpeiBaicd YepHas 3Be3ma. — ITO
I'po3oBoe 1uiems! ['po3oBoe miemMs yKpbiBaeT 3Be30/10Ma!



['maBa XIX

Boriv HejoyMeHUsI M SIPOCTU MOTPSC/IXA MOJISIHY MOA, CKajion. OrHerpus
ZpoXKajsl C TOJIOBBI [IO0 HOT, Jlafbl €ro HarpsiiCh, FOTOBbIe IO TIEPBOMY JKe
CUTHANMy COpBaThCsi C MecTa W OpOCUTBCS B KYCThI, CracasiCb OT THeBa
pa3bspeHHbBIX KOTOB. EMy CTOM/IO OTPOMHBIX YCU/IUM 3aCTaBUTh CeOsi 0CTaBaThCs
Hero/[BWKHBIM. [laxke 6eccrpaiiHas [TecuaHasi Bypsi cefiuac ucIyraHHo >kasiach
K 60oky OrHerpuBa, U ee Teryioe MPUKOCHOBEHUE MOYEeMY-TO [IeliCTBOBA/IO Ha
Hero yCrokauaarolile.

Tem BpeMeHeM Ha BepIUMHE CKa/ibl POM30LLIO JBWKeHue. 3Be3Hbli Jlyyu
pe3ko obepHyJicsi U ycTaBusics Ha CHHIOW 3Be3qy.

— JT0 1ipaBaa? — ripopeiyasi oH. CHUHSAA 3Be3/ja He TOPOIW/IaCh C OTBETOM.
C HeBO3MYTHMMBIM [JOCTOMHCTBOM OHa BBILLLIA BIiepes U MocMoTpesia Ha YepHytro
3Be3ny. JIyHHBIM CBeT OoKpacua B cepebpo ee 11epcTKy, Tak uto OTHErpuBy Ha
CeKyH/ly TIOUyAWI0Ch, OyATO OAWH W3 BOMHOB 3BE3[IHOTO IJIEMEHU COIllen C
CepebpsiHoii  [Tosockl, uToObl TipucyTcTBOBaTH Ha CoBere. CuHsisi 3Be3fia
MoJIJasa, O)Kujas, roka CMOJIKHYT KPUKUA U BoW. OHa 3aroBopu/a JMillb TOr/a,
Korjja y0Oeauiach, UTO TOJIOC ee OyJeT XOPOIIO CJIbIIAaH BO BCEX YToOJIKax
TIOJISHHBL.

— Kak TbI y3Han 06 3ToM? — X0/I0Z/HO cripocuia oHa y UepHoit 3Be3/bl. —
nuronnn 3a Hamwmm jarepeM? — IInUoHWUI?! — BO3MYILEHHO BbITIIOHYI
nipeaBoguTeib CympauHoro ryiemeHy. — Kakasi Hyk/ja B IUTMTMOHAX, €C/IA Ballln
coOCTBeHHbIE YUEHUKHM He YMeIOT Jep)KaTb s3bIK 3a 3ybamu! Mou BOUWHBI
ycsbiiaau 06 3ToM Ha miporiiom CoBeTe. Hey>kenu Thl oCMeelllb Tereph nepef
BCEMU CKa3aTb, UTO 3TO Herpasza?!

OrHerpus cpa3y BCIIOMHWJI, Kak Ha rpouiom Cosete beicTposiarn o yeM-TO
OXKUBJIEHHO OonTan ¢ yueHukamu M3 CympauHOro ruieMeHu. He yquBUTENBHO,
YTO OH TOrja Iokasaicsi OrHerp¥By HEMHOIO CMyleHHbIM! BbIxoauT, 3TO OH
pa3bonTan TaliHy O TieHHWKe ['po3oBoro ruieMeHd, xotsi CuHsii 3Be3za
TipeayTipexx/iana Bcex 0 HeoOXOAUMOCTH XPaHUTb MOJ/TYaHUE.

Cunsa 3Besga Mejnuina, 1 OrHerpUB MOUYYBCTBOBaJ OCTPYHO KajlOCTh K
CBOeW TipeABoAWTes/bHULIE. MHorve usieHbl ['PO30BOro mjieMeHU OTKPBITO
BO3pa)ka/u TMPOTUB TOTO, YTOOBLI ZIaTh TMPUIOT C/IernoMy XBocCTojoMy. Kak ke
Teriepb OHa CyMeeT 3alllUTUTh Cebsi OT SPOCTH TIJIeMeH?

3Be3nHbIM Jlyu yrpoxaroille HakjgoHuacss K CuHell 3Be3fe, 37100HO
TIpYKUMasi yIIU K rOJIoBe:

— OTO mpaBga? — rnoBTopwua OH. CuHsA 3Be3la momosiyasia, a IOoTOM,



rop/I0 BCKUHYB T10/100pO/IOK, OTBETH/IA:

— [Ha, 310 1pas/a.

— TIlpeparenbHuiia! — 3axseOHysncs OT 3710061 3Be3gHbld JIyu. — Thl
TpeKpacHo 3Hasa, YTo 3Be30JI0M C/esiaa Ham!

[To ToMy, KaK ejie 3aMeTHO APOTHY/l KOHUMK XBOCTa MpPeABOAUTE/IbHULIbI,
OrHerpuB NOHSI/T, KAKUX YCUIUK CTOUT €l 0CTaBaThbCsl CIIOKOMHOM.

— Hu ofyiH KOT He cMeeT Ha3bIBaTh MeHS Tpe/laTe/IbHULel! — Tiporuresnia
OHa.

— A cmew! — ortBetun 3Be3gHbid Jlyu. — Tbhl — HacTosIIas
nipegarenbHUIia! Thl W3MeHW/Ia BOMHCKOW uUeCTH, pa3 IpejocTaBuia ybexwuire
5TOMY... 3TOM... 3TOU Kyue JIMCbero JepbMal

Ha nosisiHe Bce npunio B BvkeHWe. KOTbl BCKOUM/IM Ha Jiaribl, OTOBCHOAY
CJTBIIIIA/IACH 3/100HBIE BOTIIH:

— IIpegarensHunia! MsmenHuria!

Y mopHOXKUSI CKajibl /Ba T/amiaras — Korote u KomueHoruit — 37106HO
CMOTpEe/H JIPYT Ha JIpyra, OI[eTUHUB 3arPUBKU U OCKAJIUB OCTpPbIe 3yOHhI.

OrHerpuB TO)XXKe BCKOUMWJI, MMOAOPOIIIEHHBIM WHCTUHKTOM BOWHA. Jlambl ero
HaMWIUCh cuio. Kpaem rmasa oH Buzes, Kak CuHeryia3ka 3/700HO PBIUMT Ha
KOpOJIeB U3 TijieMeHW BeTpa, ¢ KOTOPBIMHM TOMBKO UTO JIpy»Ke/obHO OomTana.
[Boe BovHOB wu3 CymMpauHOro IUUIEMEHHW YrpoKawolle TMPUABUHYIUCh K
Yacrtokony, 1 Kucrouka BcTasa psiloM C HUM, TOTOBasi K Harla/leHuHo.

— OcTaHoBUTECH! — TPOMKO KPHWKHY/Ja C BepliWHbI Bbicokou CKasibl
Cunsas 3Be3na. — Heyxenu Bbl TIOCMeeTe HapYLIUTh CBALEHHOe repeMupue?!
XoTuTe HaB/eub Ha cebsi THEB 3Be3JHOTO TI/IeMeHH?

B Ty e ceKyH/y Ha TO/isiHe noTeMHes10. KoTbl 3aCThl/IM HAa CBOMX MeCTax.
3azapas rosioBy, OTHerpvMB yBHU/e/ MeJJIEHHO MPOMOJI3arlly0 JIOXMAaTy Tyuy,
3aKpbIBaOIY0 JiyHy. OH HeBOJIBbHO COApOrHyscs. Heyxenu 310 3Be3gHoe
TJieMsi B THEBe TI0ChUIaeT UM mpeayripexxaeHve? Tyuu CKpPbUIM JIYHY, U Ternepb
y’Ke HUKTO He COMHEeBaJICS B TOM, UTO 3TO 3HaK K OKOHUYaHUt0 CoBeTa.

Korya He60 cHOBa IMPOCBeT/IeNI0, CTPACTH Ha TIOJISIHE Y)Ke Y/Ieruch. KoThbl
pacceMch TI0 CBOMM MeCTaM U JIMIIb 3/I00HO CBepKasiv I71a3aMu ApYyT Ha Jpyra.
bypaH pemurenbHO BCTan Mexay Korrem u KomueHOrMM Y MPUHSJICS UTO-TO
CepAuTO LIernTarh Ha YXO CBOeMY IJialllaTaro.

Ha BepivHe ckajibl IPOU30LIIO [BUKeHUe. MeTeop BBICTYIIU/ BIlepes U
octaHoBu/cs nepes; CrHen 3Be3/I0u.

Cyzs 10 ero CIiOKOMHOMY BU[Ty, U3BeCTHe 00 YKpbIBaTe/bCTBe 3Be3/0/I0Ma
He C/IMIIKOM BCTPEBOXKH/IO TIPeIBOAUTE . ODTO OOBSICHSAIOCH TeM, UTO B
OT/INYME OT OCTaJIbHBIX JIeCHBIX KOTOB PeuHble TouTH He UMeJsiy Jiel C KeCTOKUM
TUPAHOM. 3Be3/10/I0M HUKOT/a He Mepexoyi/l uepe3 peKy ¥ He BOPOBaJl UX KOTST.



— CuHsis 3Be3a, — cKa3an MeTeop, — 00bsSCHU HaM, UTO 3aCTaBUJIO TeOst
JlaTh TIPUIOT 3Be30/10MY ?

— XBOCTOJIOM OC/ell, — OTYeTIUBO MpousHecna CuHsAsg 3Be3ja, U ee
3BeHSAIMM TO/0C TPOMKO pasHeccs HaJ, NpuTuxiied nonasHou. — OH
TIPeBpaTU/ICSl B CTApOro, HEMOIIHOTO WHBanuAa. OH Gosblile He oraceH. Bei Obl
MOT/I OPOCUTDH €r0 YMUPATh B jiecy?

— [Mla! — rpomMko ¥ pervTtenbHO KpUkHYA YepHas 3Be3ga. — Hukakas
cMepTh He OyJieT [/ Hero CJMIIKOM >KeCTOKOM! — Ha rybax mnpeaBoAuTess
TOKa3a/uch My3bIpbku TieHbl. OH ObicTpo 00epHyscsi K 3Be3gHoMy Jlyuy u
3awunesn: — YTo e Tbl MO/TUMILIL? Pa3Be Thl yke MPOCTU/I 3Be37,0/I0MYy TO, UTO
OH U3rHaJjl BaC C pOAHOU 3eMsin?!

OruerpuB He Bepun cBouM yiuaMm. Heyxemu YepHas 3Be3za coBcem
obe3ymen? 3aueM OH BO30y)X/JaeT HeHaBUCTb 3Be3fHOro Jlyua u HacTpauBaeT
ero nporuB ['po3oBoro miemeHu? Begb OH JaBHO CTan [peABOLUTENIEM
CympauHOro mjiemMeHd, M cjernod XBOCTOJIOM He TMpeJCTaB/iseT [ Hero
HUKaKOW OTMaCHOCTU?

3Be3gHbI Jlyu HeyBepeHHO MOMATWICS. BbIIo BUAHO, UTO sIpOCTh YepHou
3Be3/bl CJlerka o3ajaqyusia U ero.

— Tbl TIpeKpacHO 3Haelllb, CKOJIBKO 371a TIPUYMHWI 3Be3J0JI0OM Hallemy
IJIeMeHU, — OTBeTH/1 OH. — MBI HUKOI7Ia He TIPOCTHUM ero.

— W coBepiure Oosibllyto ommbKy, — rmpousHecsia CuHss 3Be3fa. —
BouHckasi uecTb TpeOyeT OT HaCc MWIOCEpAUs K TIOBEP)KEHHOMY Bpary.
3Be3nHbIM JIyy, Hey»Kesir Thl 3a0bLJT, UTO Hallle TIieMsl C/ie/lasio Jijis Bac, KOrjja Bbl
CTpajjand B W3rHaHUMM? Mbl OTBHICKa/JM Bac W TIpUBeJM OOpaTHO, a COBCEM
HeJJaBHO Mbl Cpaka/lIMChb Ha Ballled CTOpPOHe MpPOTHB PeuHoro riemeHu. f He
MOTy TTOBEPUTH B TO, UTO ThI 3a0b1 06 3TOM!

Bonpeku oxxuganvsam CuHel 3Be3/ibl 5TU C/I0Ba He TOJIBKO He YCIIOKOW/IU
3Be3aHoro Jlyuya, HO MpuUBev ero B HEMCTOBYIO SIPOCTh. Bechb OIeTUHUBIINWCS,
OH BCTaJ repe/| peBOAUTeTbHULIeN U 3/100HO 3allvTIen:

— AX, BOT 0HO yt0! OKasbiBaetcs, [']po30Boe 171eMs paCCYMTBIBA/IO KYIIUTh
Hac cBouMU OnaropessHUsMU? XoTenu MOAUMHUTHL Hac?! Termephb s MOHUMalO,
3aueM BbI TIpUBeSM Hac obpatHo! Bbl MeuTan O TOM, UTO Mbl CTaHeEM
MOC/IYIIHBIM OpyAueM BalllMX 3aMbIC/I0B! Bbl XO0Tenu 3acTaBUThb HAC CIIYKUThb
cebe! Brl ;ymanu, yTo BOUHBI ryieMeHU BeTpa muiiunuck yectu?! Cunsis 3Beszia
rioKayJasia rojioBOu.

— 3Be3gubiv Jlyu! — measeHHO npowu3Hecsa OHa. — TbI TIpaB, HA OJHO
TieMst He MOXKeT TOoJUMHUTL cebe apyroe. Ho He 3To s uMesia B Buay! §1 xotena
JIUILTL HAIOMHUTD Tebe O MepeXXUThIX BaMU CTpaZiaHusix. S Aymasa, 3T0O 3aCTaBUT
Tebs1 MOUYBCTBOBaTh XOTb KarlIl0 KajocTh K XBoctosiomy. OTnpaBUB ero Ha



BEPHYIO CMepPThb, Mbl TEM CAMbIM CPaBHSTUCH ObI C HUM B K@ CTOKOCTH.

— O Kakou KaJioCTy Tbl ToBOpUIIbL?! — B3BWICS YepHasa 3Be3ga. — ITO
BCe CKa3KW /ijIsl MaJleHbKUX KOTST!

Pa3Be 3Be3710/10M Kor/ia-HUOY/Ib TIPOSIB/ISLT »KanocTb?! — [pu 3TUX c/ioBax
coOpaBiiivecs TIoj, CKaioi ofo0puTenbHO 3arygend. — JloBosbHO cioB, CUHSS
3Be3na! Thbl 00s13aHa M3rHaTh 3Be3/0sioMa Tipoub! Eciu ke Thl He XQuelllb 3TOTO
Jlenarhb, TO [0/DKHA Ha3BaTb HAM MCTHHHYIO IPUUKHY CBOEro OTKasa.

I'naza CuHelt 3Be3/bl NPeBPaTUINCh B Y3KUe CUHUE JIbJUHKU.

— S He HyXXZ,@ar0OCb B TBOMX COBETax I0 MOBOAY TOrO, YTO KacaeTCsl MOero
ryieMeHu!

— U Tem He meHee 51 fiaMm Tebe 3TOT coBeT! — 3aopan YepHas 3Be3na. —
Ecmu ['po3oBoe miemsi OyzneT yKpbiBaTh 3e3707i0Ma, €ro >KAyT Oosibliiue
HerpusaATHOCTU! CyMpadHoe IyieMsi OT CBOero He OTCTYMUT!

— U niiemst BeTtpa Toxke! — nogaepykas 3Be3aHbin Jlyu.

Heckonbko cekyHy Cunsg 3Be3ga Monyana. OrhHerpus  IpekpacHO
TIOHMMaJI, KaK CTPAllUT ee oObeZiMHeHUe /IByX TyieMeH, TeM Oosiee UTO B caMOM
['po3oBOM TMleMeHU ObLJI0O HeMalo KOTOB, HEJOBOJIbHBIX TIPeoCTaB/ieHHueM
ybexxuiija XBOCTO/IOMY.

— Hu opHO muileMs He CMeeT [UKTOBaTb CBOW Bo0 ['po3oBomy

TiJieMeHd, — TBep/lo TIPOM3Hec/a OHa HakoHell. — Mbl OyzieM TMocCTymnaTh Tak,
KaK COYTeM IpaBU/IbHBIM.

— IlIpaBunbHbIM?! — 3aBu3kan YepHasd 3Be3sa. — YKpbIBaTb 3TOr0
KPOBOXXA/IHOIO. ..

— [JoBonbHo! — obopBana ero Cunsis 3Be3na. — $1 He >kenaro Gosblile
crioputh. HackonbKo si MOMHIO, HaM HY)KHO OOCYIUTH ellle MHOTO JpPYTUX
BOIIPOCOB.

YepHast 3Be3fa u 3Be3aHbid JIyu ObICTPO TeperssiHy/lMCh, HO TOKa OHU
pasZyMbIBa/IY, BIiepes; BHICTYNWI MeTeop U Haua/l pacCKasblBaTb O TOM, KakOM
YPOH HaHeCJI0 HaBOJHEHUWe Jlareprd PeuHbIx KOoToB. Ero He cTanmu mepeOUBarTh,
x0T OTHerpvMB MpeKpacHO BHJe, UTO OOMBIIMHCTBO COOpPABIIWMXCS Hadaiu
reperoBapuBarhbCsi, He oOpaillasi HUKakKoro BHUMaHUs Ha Meteopa. [ToBctony
TOJILKO U Pa3roBOPOB Ob1/10, UTO 0 XBOCTOJIOME.

ITecuanas byps TecHee npuxkanach K OTHEIpUBY U TUXOHBKO LIIeMHY/a: —
Kak Ttoneko YepHasi 3Be3zja OTKPbLI POT, S Cpa3y IOHsJIA, YTO peub IOUZET O
XBocTosiome!

— § Toxe, — kuBHyn OrHerpuB. — Ho Tenepr CuHss 3Be3na yxe He
MOJKeT U3THaTh ero. JTo Ob110 Obl TopaxkeHWeM. Ec/ii 0Ha yCTymuT, ee He OyayT
yBa)KaTh HA B OJTHOM TIJIeMeHH, He TOBOPsI y>ke 0 cOOCTBeHHOM!

[Tecuanasi Bypsi omobputenbHO 3aypuasia. OrHerpuB cjienaa TIOTMbITKY



cocpefoTounThCs Ha xoZe CoBeTa, HO 3TO 0Ka3al0Ch HEBO3MOXHBIM. OTOBCIOAY
OH JIOBWI Ha cebe 3/100HbIe B3I/IsiAbI KOTOB U3 mieMeHU Berpa u CympauHOro
TIJIeMeHH M JlymMasl TOMbKO 0 TOM, uToObl COBeT MOCKOpee 3aKOHUMJICS.

Ka3sasocs, mpoiiiia 1ieiasi BEUHOCTb, TIPeX/ie UeM JiyHa mo0siefiHesia U KOThI
Haua/l coOUpaTbCs B OTPsifibl, UTOOBI OTMPABUTHCSA MO AomaM. Kak TOMbKO
CuHsisi 3Be3a COpbICHYy/a CO CKasibl, BOUHBI [ DO30BOro IjileMeHU CrpyAuInuCh
BOKDYI Hee, COMKHYB KOJIbLIO. JTO O3Hauajo, YTO MbIC/JIb O BO3MOKHOCTHU
HapyLLeHUs CBALLEHHOI0 TlepeMHUpHs MpUILLIa B TOI0BY He ogHOMY OTHerpusy.

[Mpobupasice k Cuneli 3Be3ge, OrHerpvB KpaeMm TIJia3a 3aMeTHII
npoxoguBliero mumMo OpHoyca. ['masa ux Berpetwnuch, u OmHOyC crerka
3ame//IuI Liar:

— MHe oueHb KaJjib, UYTO BCe TaK BbILLI10, OTHErpuB, — TUXO CKa3aja OH. —
3Hali, uTo 51 HUKOT/Ia He 3a0y/1y, KTO TIpUBeJI Hac JOMOiA!

— Cnacubo, OnHoyc, — Hauan OrHerpuB. — JKasib, UToO...

[TosiBnenre Korts He TMO3BOAMIO €My 3aKOHUWUTHL (pa3dy. I[amarait
BOpBaJicsi B Kpyr ['po30BBIX KOTOB, 3/100HO ockamuicsi Ha OfHoyca, U TOT
TIOCTIeLIW OTCTYMUTh K CBOeMy OTpsily. OrHerpuB XoTesl ObUIO U3BUHUTHCS
riepe pusiTesieM, HO IVlallaTal BCTas 3@ ero ClIMHOM.

— Hapetocs, TbI goBonmbHa! — 3apeiuan Korote Ha CuHIOIO 3Bespy,
3aHUMasi MeCcTo Bo3/ie Hee. — Terepp Le/bIX [ABa IVIEMEHU >XaKAyT Halleu
KpoBu. Hazio Ob1710 IABHBIM-/IaBHO BBILIBLIPHYTH B JIeC 3TOTO Mapa3uTal

VIcKpeHHsI1 HeHaBUCThb, 3By4YaBllasi B TO/0Ce [ViallaTasi, CJlerka o3ajauyusia
OrnerpuBa. He Tak JjaBHO OH CBOUMM IVla3amMHu BUJeJl, Kak KOrots BbLIM3bIBAI
mKypy XBoctosnomy! Toryia oH pelis, YTO IJiaiiataid CMUPUJICS C pebbiBaHUEM
TJIeHHWKAa B Jlarepe. BripoueM, BO3MOXXHO, UTO BpaXAeOHOCTb TJaliiaras
BbI3BaHa HEOXKU/JaHHBIM 00be/JUHEeHUEM T1/IeMeH, HeHaBUIeBIIMX XBOCTOJ/IOMa, U
Korote mpocTo CpbiBaeT 3/10 Ha BUHOBHUKe HecuacTbsl. — Korore, 31ece He
MeCTO Ji/1s1 pa3f0pOB BHYTPH IJIEMeHU, — CIIOKOMHO oTBeTwia CrHAs 3Be3ja. —
Korzia BepHemcs B jlarepb... — U Kak ke Bbl coOHpaeTech Tyjla BEPHYTbCA? —
nepebun npeaBoauTenbHULly YepHas 3Be3da, BBICTyIasi W3 TOJIBI CBOUX
BOWHOB. — Ha/ietoch, He TeM IyTeM, KaKUM TPUILILTH ctofa? Tonbko nmornpobyiiTe
repecTynuTh rpanully CympauHOro IjieMeHH!, U Mbl TIOPBeM BacC B KJIOUbsi! — He
Aoxxugasack orseta CrHel 3Be3/bl, OH ITOBEPHYJICS U CKPBLICS B TEMHOTe.

Ha kakoii-ro mur Cunsis 3Be3ga pacrepsiiack. OrserpuB IipeKpacHO
TIOHMMAJI ee CMATeHHWe — Telepb I0MacTb B CBOM Jlarepb OHU MOIVIM TOJIBKO
Br71aBb. OH HEBOJILHO 3a/IpoXKasl TIPU MBICJIM O OypHOM TIOTOKe, B KOTOPOM
OJHaK/bl e[iBa He paccTascs C u3Hbto. Heyxenu uM npuzercst 0CTaBaTbCs y
Yetsipex [lepeBbeB [0 OKOHUYAHUS [1aBOJKA?

BHe3arHO psioM 3araxyio PeuHbiM TiieMeHeM U, OOepHYBILMChH, KOTbI



YBUJIE/IN, UTO K HUM TIpUOIMKaeTcsi MeTeop B COITPOBOXK/I€HUH CBOMX BOWHOB.

— $ Bce cnbiman, — obpartwics mpegsoautens K CuHelr 3Be3me. —
YepHasi 3Be3/ja COBepIIU/ OIIMOKY. B Takoe Tsbkesioe Bpemsi, Kak ceiluac, KOThI
JIOJDKHBI  TIOMOraTh [JIpyr ApPyry, — TIpU 3TUX C/I0BaxX OH BbIpa3uUTEIbHO
nocmotpes Ha OrHerpuBa, ¥ TOT TIOHS/, UTO MeTeop He 3a0bl/1 O TOM, KakK OHU C
KpyToO0KOM ITbITamMCh IOMOUb PeUHOMY IJIEeMeHHU TIePEeXKUTh TOI0HOe BpeMsl.
OpHako, kpome CuHeli 3Be3fibl, HUKTO He 3Haa 00 3TOM, TO3TOMY BOWHBI
['p030BOrO 1yieMeHY Haya/iv HeJJOYMEHHO TepellenTbiBaTbCs.

— $1 xouy mipeI0KUTh BaM 0OpaTHBIN MyTh, — IIPOZAO/DKAT MeTeop. —
Yrobbl mobpatbest Ao YeThipex J[lepeBbeB, Mbl TEpeIUId PEeKy I10 MOCTY
[ByHorux. Eciv Bbl COIIaCHBI pa3fie/IuTh C HAMU 3TOT IMyTh, TO MOXKETE MPOUTH
yepe3 Halllk 3eMJ/IA 1 TIEPEUTH K cebe T10 TI0Ba/IeHHOMY JIePeBY — €T0 MpUOHIo K
CcaMOU KaMeHHOM Tpsifie.

CuHsig 3Be3/ia He ycriesia ¥ pTa pacKpbITh, Kak BIiepe]l BBICKOUW/I KoroTs:

— C KakoM CTaTy MbI JIO/DKHBI 10BepSTh PeuHbiM KoTam?!

MeTeop U yCOM He TIOBeJl B €ro CTOPOHY, MPOAO/DKas BbDKUAATEIBHO
cmoTpeTb Ha CwuHiowo 3Be3ny. IlpeaBoauTenbHUIA TOUTUTENBHO HAK/JIOHUIIA
rOJIOBY U OTBETH/IA: —

Crniacu6o, Meteop. I'po30oBoe myieMsi IpUHKUMAaET TBOe TIpUTTIallieHue.

MeTeop KOpDOTKO KWBHYJ, TIOBepHy/acsi W BMecTe ¢ CuHed 3Be3fou
JIBUHYJICA 4epe3 nosistHy. Crefys 3a ABYMs TPeJBOAUTE/ISIMU BBEPX MO CKJIOHY,
KOTBbI He TiepecTaBajM MepelienThIBaTbCsl MeXK1y coboii. Korga camble ropsiurvie
Goiiel U3 ruieMeHd Berpa m CympauHOro rieMeHd 3/100HO 3aimrend Ha
BOMHOB ['p030BOro rjemMeHu, PeuHbie KOThbI yrpoXKatollle CIBUHY/IA CBOU PS/ibl U
MOLITM PSIIOM CO CBOUMHU TOCTsIMU. OrHerpuB moJiymas, 4YTO C TIPOILIOrO
CoBeTa BCe BCTaji0 C HOT Ha TOJIOBY — 3aKJIsIThle Bparu 00beIMHUINCH TIPOTUB
['po3oBoro rieMeHd, a PeuHble KOTHI TIPEAJIOKUIM TIOMOIb OBIBIINM
TPOTUBHUKAM.

[MTogHsBILIMCh Ha CK/IOH, OrHeTrpyB ¢ 00sierueHyreM TiepeBesn Ayx. HakoHerr-
TO Yy’KaCHasl TIO/IsTHa, TIO/THasl IIUISIIIMX BparoB, OCcTasach 3a crivHou! OH cpa3sy
3aMmeTus1, uTo KpyToOOoK mbITaeTcss npubmu3uThesi K CepeOpsiHke, HO PSIZIOM C
KOIIIEYKOU HEOTCTYIHO C/iefloBajia KOpoJieBa U3 ee MJIeMeHH.

— ThI TOUHO He ycTana? — CyeTu/ach KOIIIKa, BpeMsi OT BDEMEHHU JTaCKOBO

obnu3biBasi Oymyliiyro kKoposieBy. — $1 Tak u 3Hana, uTo Jjis Tebsi 3TO OymeT
CJIMILLKOM TsDKeJbli MyTh! B TBoem-To nosnoxenuu!
— Her, IlepBo1iBeTUK, 51 OTTUUHO CceOst UyBCTBYIO! — TepriesIMBo OTBeuasa

CepebOpsiHKa, COUYBCTBEHHO TI€per/isibIBasiCb C HeCcYacTHbIM KpyTobokom
TIOBepX r'0JIOBbI X/IOMOTYHBU.
Koroth 3aMbIKaJsl 11elI0UKy BOMHOB ['pO30BOro mjieMeHy U Ha KaXK/IOM 1ary



yrpokarolie BepTe/l CBOe OrPOMHOM TOJIOBOM, C/IOBHO OXXWgas, 4TO PeuHble
KOTHI B /TFOOYHO CEKYH/Ty MOTYT HAOPOCUTBLCS Ha TOCTeH.

Cunsis 3Be3/ia, HaNPOTHB, JieprKajiach CIIOKOMHO U yBepeHHO. MO)KHO ObLIO
MoZlyMaTh, YTO OHA KaK/JbIi [leHb myTelleCcTBYeT M0 3eMJISIM Yy KOro IJIEeMeHU B
CONPOBOXKAEHUU U4y>KMX BOMHOB! Kak TO/ILKO KOTbI MOKHMHY/U TOMSHY YeThbipex
[epeBbeB, OHa ycTymnu/a uaepcTBo MeTteopy v nonuia psioMm ¢ HeBUANMKON.

— §1 cnpiana, y Tebst eCTh KOTATKU? — CIpocusia oHa. — Hajeroch, oHU
300poBbI?  HeBuaWMKa  jlerka CMYTWIaCh, yAUWB/EHHasi BHUMaHUEM
TpeIBOUTe/IbHULIBI [ PO30BOr0 MyieMeHu.

— [Boe... [IBOMX MOHMX KOTST YHeCJIO B PeKy BO BpeMsl HABOJHEHUS, —
niposierietana oHa. — OrHerpuB u KpyTobok criaciv ux!

— Y’KacHOe TIPOUCIIeCTBUe, — COUYYBCTBEHHO IOKauasa rosioBod CHUHSA
3Be3ga. — S paja, UTO MOM BOMHBI BOBpPEeMs MPHILIIM HA TOMOLLb MaJIbIIaMm.
Haperoch, KOTATA TONPaBAIUCH?

— OHu oTmuHO cebst uyBcTBYIOT, CHHsis 3Be3/ja, — OTBeyasia KOpOJieBa,
BCe  elje  CMylleHHas TeM, UYTO  3alpoCTO  pas3roBapuBaer  C
npeBouTe/bHULIEN. — Bce mou getku mipocto monoaibl! Ckopo OyayT
yueHUKamu!

— $1 yBepeHa, OHU BBIPACTyT HACTOSILLIUMU BOWHAMM, — JIACKOBO CKa3asa
Cunsig 3Be3za.

Habmnogas 3a AByms Koliikamu, OTHerpuB HEBOJIBHO 0OpaTu/ BHUMaHUe Ha
TO, KaK OHM TTOXokH. OOe cTpoiiHble U u3sllHbIe, 006e cepeOpuCcTO-TOTyOOBaThHIE
10 OKpacy. B JlyHHOM CHSIHMM UX IIePCTKY Ka3aJluCb HEOTIMYUMBIMU [IpYT OT
apyra. Korga KoKW mepenpbeirMBajid uepe3 IOBajieHHOe JepeBo, OrHerpus
Topasw/Ccs TOMY, KakK OJMHAKOBO T0J00pasvch U pacciabuivch WX MBIIIIBL.
Berymmii 3a Humu KameHb ObIT TOUHOUM KOTHel CBOell CeCcTpbl — ero IiepcThb
TaK)Ke OT/MBajia cepebpoM, a [BWKEHUsS OT/IMYA/IUCh TeM >ke HeOpe>KHbIM
V3SI11]€ CTBOM.

CrpaHHas MbIC/Ib Tipulia B ronoBy OrHerpuBy. Ec/iv KOTBI M3 pasHbIX
TJleMeH MOTYT ObITh TaK TOXOXKM BHeIIHe, TO TIOYeMY OHU CTO/b CUIbHO
OT/IMYaroTCd BHyTpeHHe? [loueMy OHM He MOryT UTb B Mupe? OH C IPyCTbIO
BCIIOMHU/ cerofHAITHUM COBeT U Ty BPaXK/[eOHOCTh, KOTOPYIO TPOSIBUIU K HUM
KoTbl M3 CyMpauHoro ruieMeHU U IuleMeHd Betpa. [louemy oHu Tak
pPaso3/Wanch u3-3a Toro, yto CuHss 3Be3fa IMpefocTaBUIa MOKPOBUTETBCTBO
XBOCTOJIOMY?

[Mpubnuxkasick kK  MocTy, OrHerpuB TIPUBBIYHO  HACTOPOXKUJICS,
TIDUHIOXUBAsICh, He TMaxHeT /i [IByHOTMMH, HO MBICJIA €ro ObLIM [1ajeko.
Ka/1o¥1 111epCTUHKOW OH UYBCTBOBA/ XOJIOHOE [bIXaHWe TpUOIKaroiencs
BOVHBI M@Ky IJIeMeHaMHU.



Hacrano BrOpoe yTpo mnocie 3somnonyyHoro Cosetra. B 3TOT [fieHs,
TIPOCHYBIIUCh, OrHerpuB 00Hapyxua, uto Kpytobok orste ucue3. Kyuka mxa,
Ha KOTOPOM 0OBIUHO CIiaJj MpUsITe/ib, YKe yCresia OCThITh.

«Yen Ha cBuganue K CepeOpsiHKe», — B30XHY/ Tpo cebst Oruerpus. OH
npeKpacHO ToHuMaJ, 4to CepeOpsiHKa BOT-BOT [IOJDKHA OKOTUTLCS, U KpyToOOK
CTpeMUTCs1 ObIBaTh C Hell KaK MOXKHO uallle, OFJHaKO ero hcue3HOBeHHe 03Havallo,
yto OrHerpuBy BHOBb NPU/ETCS 3a00TUTHCS O PUKPBITHU.

IITvipoko 3eBasi, OH BbUIE3 WU3-T0J BeTBeM KyCTapHUKA, CTPSAXHY/
TIpUCTaBIIIMe K IIePCTKe KyCOYku Mxa U ornsagesncsa. CoHie yxe I0Ka3anaoch
Ha/l CTeHOW TaropOTHUKOB, U Ha TOJISIHY yMa/iv JAJiMHHbIe TeHu ctebseii. Hebo
Obul0 6e300/1aUHBIM U YUCTHIM. Becesible MITUUBK Tpeu TIpeABelanu 00pyro
OXOTY.

— Ou, IlanopotHuk! — oOKMMKHYn OrHerpuB pbDKEro KOTHKAQ,
JKMYPUBLLIEIOCSI Ha COJIHBIIKE y BXOJa B Mellepy yueHHWKOB. — [loizelus co
MHOU Ha 0x0Ty? [lamOpOTHMK BCKOUMJI Ha Jarbl U 1obexkan uepe3 TOMSHY K
Oruerpusy.

— [IpsiMo ceityac? — CIIPOCUII OH, U IV1a3a ero 3aropesimch.

— KoneuHo! — kuBHY/ OrHerpus, BHe3arHoO 3apakasiCh ero pafloCTbi0. —
51 GBI He OTKa3asICsi OT CBE>XKEHbKOU MBIILIKU, a ThI?

[TaropoTHUK pagoCTHO OGpoCUsICs BCiel 3a HUM K BbIXOAy U3 jareps. «OH
y>Ke He cripaiiiiBaeT nipo KpyTo6oka!» — ¢ HeBOMbHBIM pa3/ipa’keHueM OTMeTU/T
nipo cebst OrHerpuB. KpyToOoK Jja>ke He MbITAeTCs CTaTh XOPOILMM HaCTaBHUKOM
AJis cBoero yueHrka! OH Tak yBieueH CepeOpsiHKOM, UTO COBepIIeHHO 3a0pocu
ydyeHuKa. Xopouo emje, uro OrHerpuB 1o Mepe CH/I CTapajaci 3aMeHUTb
[TaropoTHUKy ero Ge3anabepHoro HacTaBHMKA. [Ipy mepBoil BO3SMOXKHOCTU OH
Opas ppDKero KoTWka ¢ cob0il Ha OXOTy WM 3aHMMasCsi C HUM B oBpare. OH
yCIiesl TpYBA3aThCd K 3TOMY Cepbe3sHOMY pPbDKeMYy YUeHUKY, eMy HpaBU/I0Ch
yUuTb ero, HO mnoBeJeHre KpyToboka Bce cuibHee TPeBOXWIO ero. Heykenu
[ pyr COBCEM He UyBCTBYeT CBOero foJjira nepes ['po3oBeim riemeHeM?

OH mocTapasicsi OTOTHaTh HeBecesble MbICU U ObICTPO TOHEeCCs: BBEPX 10
CKJIOHY, CTapasiChb He HaCTYIUTb B JIMTIKYIO TPsi3b, KOTOPYIO OCTaBU/Ia noce cebst
CX/IbIHYBINIAs BOJa. B Takoil sICHBINM, COMHEUHBbIN [1eHb XOTel0Ch 3abbITh BCe
TpeBord U nevasv. C KaxAbIM [JHeM BOZa OTCTyIajsa BCe Jasblile, TaK YTO
narepto I'po3oBoro nyiemeHu 6osblile He yrpoykasa OracHOCTh 3aTOT/IEHMUSI.

Ha BepiuimnHe xonmmMa OrHerpyB HEMHOTO TIOMeZJIUII.

— Ilocroii-ka, IlanmopoTHuK, — ckKa3an OH. — Hy-Ka, mpuHrOXaucs
XOpOLIEeHBKO... UTo uyeiib? KOTHK 3aMep C 3aKpBITBIMU I[Vla3aMH, HACTOPOXKUB
YILIKYA Y IPUOTKPBIB POT, YTOOBI He MPOIYCTUTb HU OZJHOTO 3araxa.

— MBpIllIKa. .. — MAYKHYJ OH, IIOMO/14aB. — KpoOJuK... ¥ Apo3A... U ele



KadKas-TO ITTHUIl4, 4 He 3Hdl0, KdK OHd Hd3bIBAeTCH.

— OT10 pdren, — nosscHW1 OrHerpuB. — A eme uTo? [larmopoTHUK Bech
nofo6pascs ¥ BAPYT UCITyTaHHO pacriaxHy/l r/asa.
— JIucal!

— 3amnax CBeXui? YueHUK CHOBA TIPUHIOXAJICS U TYT >Ke pacc/iabuics.
BuiHO ObI7I0, UTO €My HEMHOTO CTBITHO 3a CBOIO TIOCTIEIIHOCTb.

— Her, crapeiii. [lymato, eMy AHS [jBa WU TPU. ..

— Hemninoxo, [TanopoTHUK. A Terepb 6erv Bo-OH Ty/a, TOJILKO He Jasbliie
nByx nyboB. A s moiiy B Ty cTopoHy. OrHerpuB TPOBOAW/ IJla3aMu
[TaropoTHUKa, cTporo Hab/ro/ast 3a TeM, Kak YU4eHUK Me/[JIeHHO KPa/leTCsl B TeHU
JlepeBbeB U uepe3 KaXK/ble HeCKOJIbKO II1aroB OCTAHAB/IWBAEeTCs, YTOObI
TIOHIOXAThb BO3/YX.

YcnpimaB nof O/KalIMM KyCTOM 1I0POX MTUUbUX KpbLIbeB, OTHerpuB
OTBEPHYJICS OT yueHWKa U yBujen 3s0mvka. TOT ¢ TpyZOM Talua W3 3eM/u
yepBsiKa, M3pe/IKa B3MaxuBasi KPbIIbSIMU, UTOOBI y/Iep>KaThCsl Ha HOTax.

OrHerpuB BecCh TOA0OpasCcs U Me/lJIeHHO TOM0/3 K A00bive. Jl0XK/aBIINCh,
TOKa 3510/TMK BBITAIIUT CBOETO YepBsika U MPUMETCS K/IeBaTh €ro, OH CXKajcs B
KOMOK, FOTOBSCb K IIPbIKKY.

— Ornerpus! OrHerpus!

OtuasiHHbli BU3r I[lamopoTHuka rpope3an TullivHy. KoTuk, He pa3bupas
fopory, Heccss K OrHerpuBy, € LIyMOM B3MeTas JlallaMU Cyxue MPOLIOrOfHue
mCTbs. OrHerpus MpbIrHy/, HO Boruiv [lanopoTtHuka caenanu csoe geno. [Ituua
BCIIOPXHYyJIa C 3eMJI, ycejlach Ha HHU3KYIO BeTKY JepeBa U HCIIyTaHHO
3airiebeTasna, peayripeXk/jasi Bech Jiec.

— Yro Tl HaTBOPUA? — cepAUTO Habpocucss OrHerpuB Ha yueHUKa. — §1
TIOYTU ToNMan 3Toro 3s0/MKa, a Terepb mpucayiiaiics! M3-3a TBoux BoOILIei
Ka)k/as JieCHasl Mejloub 3HaeT, UuTo...

— OrnerpuB! — 3a/bIxXasAChb, KpUKHYJI [1aniOpOTHUK, pe3Ko 0CTaHaB/IUBasCh
niepeg, HUM. — OHU uayT! A yuysn ux, a norom ysuzgesn!!

— Koro Tb1 yuysn? Kro uger? I'na3a IlanmopoTHMKa OKPYIVIMIMCH OT
cTpaxa.

— CympauHoe miemMsa U 1uieMs Berpa! — mnponeneran oH. — OnHu
TIpUOIKAIOTCS K HallleMy Jiarepio!



['maBa XX

— I'me onu? CkosbKO UX? — ObICTPO cripocyn OTHerpus.

— BoH Tam! — I1arnopoTHUK MaxHyJ1 XBOCTOM B CTOPOHY JIECHOU Yallld. —
A He 3Har0, CKOJILKO UX. OHU KpajyTCs yepes 3apOC/Iu.

— Xopoiio, — ObICTpo ckoMaHzioBaj OTHETrpuB, MbITAsCh CIPABUTHCS C
GerteHol TIsICKOM cepfija. — Bo3sBpartiaiics B narepb. [Ipeaynpeau CuHIOO
3Be3ny u Kortsi. Hy>kHO, uT06BI BOMHBI ObLI TOTOBBI K 000!

— [Ha, Or"erpus! — [lanopoTHUK CTPEMUTE/ILHO TTOBEPHYJ/ICA U IOHeCCs
BHU3 I10 CKJIOHY.

Kak Tonbko OH CKpbLacsA, OrHerpuB KUHY/CA B JieC U THUXO IIOMOJI3 TI0J
CBOZIaMU TIAIIOPOTHUKOBBIX TUCTheB. Ha mepBbIii B3IIsii BCe ObIZIO CIIOKOWHO, HO
y>Ke uepe3 HeCKO/IbKO 1maroB OrHerpuB yJIOBUI OTYET/IMBBIA 3ariax MHOXKeCTBa
KOTOB U3 iemMeHU Betpa u CympauHOro rjiemMeHu.

['me-to BHepeau CcyMarolIHO 3aBepelana nrtuia. OrHerpyB MIrHOBEHHO
cripsATascs 3a JiepeBoM U 3amep. BparoB Bce elije He ObL1o BUHO. OTHerpuB
K7IaJl, U OT BOJIHEHUS Y HeTO 111ePCTh Hauasa MoJJHUMaThCsl IbI0OM.

He BbIZIep>kaB, OH HaIIPpY>KUHUI 3a/jHKe JIallbl, [IOATIPBITHY/ Y, BLENUBIINCH
KOTTMU B CTBOJI, OBICTPO BCKapabkajici Ha CaMyl HIDKHIOIO BETKY.
PacriiactaBimch MO HeM, OH BBITSHY/ II€0 U CTajJl BCMaTpPUBATbCS CKBO3b
JIUCTBSL.

BHu3y Bce ObLIO CIIOKOWHO, JIMIIh XKYKU TOPOIJIMBO CHOBAJIX IO/l KOPHSMU
JiepeBbeB. HO BOT /IMCThsl MAarlOPOTHUKOB ejlé 3aMeTHO [POTHY/IY, B 3apOC/iax
OBICTPO MPOMENBKHY/IO UTO-TO Oesioe U TyT )Ke ucuessno. B ciienyroiiyto ceKyHy
npsiMo 110, coboii OTHerpuB yBHe/l UEpHYHO KOIllaublo TrojioBy. M3 KycCTOB
BbIIVIsi/bIBa/I caM YepHast 3Be3zal

— 3a MHOM! — TUX0 MSYKHY/n MpejBoauTtesib CyMpauyHOro ILJIEMEHH,
Bbl/Ie3asi U3 NarlOpoOTHUKOB.

3a ero CrMHOM CTa/M MOSIBJIATHCS OCTajbHble KOTbl, U OTHErpyuB HEBOJIbHO
B)KajiCa B CBOIO BeTKy. OH He OXuJas, YTO UX OKa)KeTCsi TaKk MHOro! BoOWHBI
CympauHoro mjieMeHu U TuieMeHU BeTpa o0beguHWIMCH, UTOOBI HamacTb Ha
narepb ['po3oBeix KOTOB. OrHerpuB y3Han 3Be3gHoro Jlyua u l0n0BHIO,
KonueHororo u Ileneka, I'magkoro u OpgHoyca. OHU [ep)Kaluch psfOM, Kak
Opatbsi! A Be/ib COBCEM HeJJaBHO 3TH KOTbI SIPOCTHO CPa)ka/IUCh JIPYT C IPYrOM
Ha 3acCHe)XeHHOUW mMossiHe jarepsi rieMeHu Betpa.... Termeps ux o6beAuHWIA
o0111asi HeHaBUCTb K XBOCTO/IOMY W ['p030BOMY TjieMeHH, TpeZi0CTaBUBILIEMY
emMy yOeskuirie.



OrHerpuB 3Haj, uto Oe3 KoseGaHusi mpumeT 6oil. OH MPUBBIK CUUTATb
BOWHOB T/iIeMeHU BeTpa cBOMMM [Ipy3bSIMU, HO TOTOB ObIJ CTOSTH HacCMepTh 3a
CBOIO TPeJBOJAUTE/IbHULYY U UeCTh CBOETO TIJIEMEeHHU.

[TpUroTOBMBILINCH COPLITHYTh BHU3, OTHErpUB yC/bIlllaa TPOMKUANA KPUK CO
CTODOHBI Jlarepsi U y3Ha/n ronoc Korts, CO3bIBaloOIllero BOWHOB Ha OUTBY.
Hecmotpst Ha Bce cBOoe HezoBepve K Maiiararo, OrHerpyUB Cpa3y BOCHPSHYII
Ayxom. Ceruac I'po3oBoe 1yieMs Kak HUKOTJa HY>K[a/l0Ch B CBUPEIOW OTBare u
GoiirjoBckux KauecTBax Korrsi.

OrsHerpuB CIHpbITHY/ C BeTKU U, TIPU3€M/IMBLIMChH Ha BCE UeThIpe Jarbl, He
CKPBIBasiCh, [IOMYaJ/ICSl B CBOU Jlarepb. BbICKOUMB M3-3a [jlepeBbeB, OH YBUIE/, UTO
BCe MPOCTPAHCTBO y MOAHOXKUSI XO/Ma KUILIUT [epyLIuMucs: KoTamu. Korots u
UepHas 3Be3ja SpOCTHO Liapamnanu Apyr gpyra, Yactokosm mnpuwkan K 3emiie
KaKoro-To BOMHa U3 ruieMeHu Betpa, a KucTtouka, 37106HO BOs, TIpbITHY/IAa Ha
cnuHy [onoBHe. PocuHKa, KoposieBa U3 TijleMeHu Berpa, uTto ObUIO CUJIBI
TI0JIOCHY/IA KOI'TSIMH CTaporo JloaroxBocTa, ¥ TOT TTOKaTU/ICS BHU3 C XOJIMa.

He pa3mymbiBasi, OrHerpuB Opocusicsi Ha Pocunky. KpoBb ero 3akuresna
asapToM 00si, HO TyT OH BCIIOMHHJ, KaK KOT/]a-TO TIOMOTraJl KOPOJieBe TalllUTh ee
MasblIlia... OT0 ObUIO B TOT /leHb, KorJia OHU ¢ KpyToOOKOM pa3sbiCKaiu TiieMs
BeTpa u ybeauivu ux BepHYTbCs ZioMoi. PocuHka B GellleHCTBe 0OepHy/Iach K
HOBOMY Bpary, BbIIYCTWIA KOTTU... VM TyT MPOM30LUIO YTO-TO CTPaHHOe.
Heckonbko cekyHJ, cMepTeslbHble Bparu mojiya CMOTpead JApPYyr Ha Jpyra, U
OrnerpuB yBH/ie/l, KaK B IVla3aX KOpPOJIeBbl MPOMEJIbKHYJ/IO COKajleHrue. Buaumo,
Y OHa He 3a0bl/ia, KaK OHU CAPYKWINUCH B TOM Toxozie. OTHerpuB Tak U He CyMer
MOJHAThL Ha Hee jany, a PocuHKa, moMej/uB, pa3sBepHy/Iach U UcUessa B ryle
Cpa’kKeHHUs.

He ycrien OrHerpuB OMOMHUTBCS, KaK KaKOW-TO KOT TMPBITHY/I €My Ha CIIUHY
Y TOBaJIWJI HAa MOKpYH 3em/t0. OrHerpuB OTYasiHHO pBaHYJICS, IIbITAsICh
ocBOOOAUTHCS. BhIBepHYB 11Iet0, OH YBUJe/n TIpSIMO Tiepel coboii ropsiiue
310001 ra3a [leHbka, BouHa u3 CyMpauHoro rjieMeHu. B cienyroiiyto ceKyHay
Bpar uTo Ob1710 cusbl Brinscs OrHerpuBy 3ybamu B mieuo. OTHerpyB 3aBOIK OT
60/ ¥ TIPUHSIICSL SIPOCTHO KOJIOTUTH TPOTUBHUKA 3aZHUMU JIallaMU TI0 >KUBOTY,
BBIpBbIBasi K/I0Ubsi Oypoil miepcTu. 3ax/ieOHYBIIMCH OT 0omu, [leHek OTIyCTU
Bpara ¥ OTIIO/I3 B CTOPOHY, TepernavkaB OruerpuBa CBOer KpOBBIO.

Tsokeno ppiia, OrHerpvB MNOAHSJICA Ha HOru U omsigencsa. Camoe
)KecTokoe robowuiile KUTeno y MoJHOXKUSL XoaMa. Bpakeckue KOTbl TIPOPBA/KCh
BIepe]| U TIOACTYNWIN BIVIOTHYIO K Jjlarepto. BorHoB ['po3oBoro nyiemMeHu ObL10
CJIMIIKOM Majio, YTOObl 0TOPOCUTh MPEBOCXOAIIMe CUJIbl IPOTUBHUKA.

Ho rpe xe Cunss 3Be3na?

N tyr OrHerpuB yBugen ee. IlpenBoguTenbHulla CTOs/Ia y BXOZAa B



TIarIOPOTHUKK, TOTOBasi [0 MOC/e/[Hel Karuid KpOBHU 0OOPOHSITH BXO/ B Jiarephb.
PsimoMm ¢ Hedt 6T TO/IBKO BypaH u [Ibim.

Curyauus cTpeMuTeNbHO yxyamanace. OpHoyc u [nmagkuii  BAaBoem
onpokvHyu Korts, U B ciefyrolyro ceKyHay OrHerpus C y»KacoM yBUZeJl, Kak
['mafkuii Hamaa Ha MpeiBOAUTEe TbHULLY.

He pasaymbiBasi, OrHerpuB 6pocusicsi 6exarb 1o CK/IOHY Xonma. U3 Bcero
I'po3oBoro rnemeHu To/bKO OH U Illepbaras 3Hamu o Tom, uto y CuHeli 3Be3bl
ocTasach MOC/e/IHsS U3 JIeBATH >kKu3Heldl. Ecii oHa morubHet B 6010, I'po3oBoe
TiieMst ocTaHeTcsi Oe3 Tpe/[BO/IUTe/TbHULIBI.

OuyTUBIIUCHL HAaJ, CaMbIM BXO/OM B Jjarepb, OrHerpuB, He pa30upas
JIOpOT¥, PUHYJ/ICS BHU3, €/lBa KacasCh JlallaMU OCTPbIX KaMHeH, W MPbICHY/1 B
camyr ryily OutBbl. BuenuBmmch 3ybamu B 3arpuBOK [7ajkoro, OH B
GemrercTBe oTbpocusn ero ot CuHeit 3Be3anl. [IpeaBoauTenbHUIIA KUHY/IACh Ha
CBOEro Bpara M TOJ0COBaja €ro KOrTSIMH [0 TeX Iop, MoKa He obpatusia B
Gerctso.

BosHa pepyliuxcsi KOToB 00pyiviaack Ha OrHerpvBa ¥ MajlOUUC/IEHHbBIX
3allIUTHUKOB BXO/a B jarepb. Bce cMeriasiocs. OrHerpus 1japarasics U Kycascs,
y>Ke He pa3bupasi, ¢ KeM cpaxkaeTcs. UbH-TO OCTpbie KOTTH PacIiojioCoBaau eMy
1006, Teryible CTPYWKM KPOBM Haualud 3a7uBarh ra3a. OH 4yacTO U TsKeJOo
[ibIIIaJ, 3a/1bIXasiCh OT Pe3KOro 3araxa 4y>KUxX KOTOB.

Bapyr npsiMo Hazi, yXOM OH ycCJiblan Kpuk CuHen 3Be3/pbl:

— OHu npopeIBaroTCs yepe3 creHy! beru Ha3az 3aiuinan jiareps!

OrHerpuB SIPOCTHO 3apaboTas Jjiariamu, TIBITasCh TOAHSATHCS. BuTBa yke
KUIlejla B IIallOPOTHUKAX. 3axXBaTUMKU IIepeHec/Iu CpakeHue B TYHHelb,
TMariopOTHUKMU JIOMAa/IMCh U PBAa/MCh T0J, CBUPEIbIMU yJapaMy Jjal U KOrTew.
CpakaTbCsi B 3TOM CBajike ObUIO HEBO3MOXKHO, T03TOMy OTrHErpuB pe3Ko
pa3BepHYJICS U CTasl MpOOUBAThCS K BXO/Y B Jlarephb.

Ha nonsHe oH yBugen CuHernasky, Berporona u [lecuanyto bypro. BouHsl
pelmTes/IbHO Mperpaxjaau BXoZ, B [eTCKYI0, TOTOBBIe 10 KOHL|a 3alj1I[aTh KOTAT
Y KOpMsALIUX KoposieB. Bosne memepsl XBoctosiomMa OrHerpus  yBuUZes
Honroxsocrta u IlaropoTHuKa. BoOCMO/b30BaBIIMCE BpeMeHHbIM 3aTHUILbEM,
JonroxBoCT TOPOIUIMBO 3ajv3biBajl CBOU paHbl. CKBO3b BeTBU I10BAJIEHHOIO
fepeBa OrHerpuB ycrien MeJIbKOM YBU/JeTb TEMHYKO ILIepCTb U He3psiuue
ra3Hullbl  ObiBlllero TmipeABoAuTesisi CympauHoro ruieMeHH. Ha Kakyro-To
CeKyH/ly OH II0YyBCTBOBa/l HEBOJIbHYI0 HEHaBUCTb K IUIeHHUKY. Ilomymars
TOMBbKO, HW3-3a 3TOTO >KECTOKOrO yOWMI[bI WX Jiarepb Terepb TOABepraeTcs
CMepTeIbHOU OIMacHOCTH!

IlepBeiMU U3 TyHHess B jlarepb BopBaiauch YepHas 3Be3zga u OpHoyc. He
OCTaHaBJIMBAasICh, OHU Ccpa3y Opocuuchk K XBOCTO/IOMY. B crieiyroIyto ceKyHy



K HUM TpUCOeJUHWICA 3Be3qHbIM JIyu, C TpyZOM TMPOOUBIIMICS CKBO3b
KOJ/IIOUyt0 u3ropozb. CsieloM 3a HMMU Ha MOJSIHY IOCHINAJMCh BCe HOBBbIE U
HOBbIE Bparw.

— Ko mHe! — 3aopan OrHerpuB, BbiOerasi Ha mosyissHy. — VM HyxXeH
XBOCTOJIOM!

He pa3mymbiBasi, oH Opocwics Ha YepHyro 3Be3qy W TOBaJW ero Ha
MBUTBHYH0 3eMsito. Bonbille Bcero Ha cBeTe OH ceiiuac 0Osiics, UTO BOWHBI
['po3oBoro rjieMeHM He 3aXOTAT 3alluIllaTh ObIBILIETO  TPeIBOAUTEIS
CympauHoro rmuieMeHu. OH TIpeKpacHO TIOHMMas, YTO MHOTHe Obuld ObI
CUaCT/IMBbI M30aBUTHCS OT TIJIEHHMKA, BPYUMB ero CyibOy uykakam. U Bce e
OrnerpuB Bepu/ B TO, YTO ['p030BbIe KOTBI OCTAHYTCSI BEPHBIMU CBOEMY [IO/ITY U
OyAyT 10 KOHIIA CPa)KaThCsl 3a UeCTh CBOETro TIeMeHH!.

OnpokuHyB UepHyto 3Be3ay, OH BOWICSA 3y0aMu B ero KOCT/ISIBOE TLIeuo.
Kot BhIBepHYy/cs, U 00a BOMHA OTMPOKUHY/IUCh HaB3HWYb. Ha KaKyro-TO [10/1t0
ceKkyH/ibl OrHerpuB noTepsijl paBHOBECHe, U Bpar, BOCIO/Ib30BaBIIMCh 3TUM, TYT
Ke TIpM>Kas ero K 3emsie. HecmoTpst Ha ctapocTth, UepHasi 3Be3zia Bce elile ObLT
OYeHb JIOBOK U CHJIEH.

['1a3a ero BCIBIXHY/IX OT PafloCTH, OH OCKAIW/ICs, OOHaXasl e CHBI, U BAPYT
TOBa/IM/ICSL Hasaj, BbITYCTHUB U3 Jlall MOBEP)XeHHOro MPOTHUBHKKA. CMOpPrHYB
KpOBb C ry1a3, OrHerpuB yBHJe/, UTO Ha CIOUHE Y TMpPeABOAWTENSI CHUJUT
[TaropoTHHUK, Kperko BLIENUWBLIMCh B IIKYypy Bpara BCEMHU YeTbIPbMs JlallaMHu.
UepHas 3Be3fja TMOMNBITAACA CTPAXHYTb YY€HUKA, a KOIrjla 3TO He Y/asocCh,
OMPOKUHYJICSI Ha3eMb, C pa3maxy BrieuaTtaB [lanopoTHuka B 3emsito. [TaropoTHUK
OTYasiHHO 3aBOIMII.

OrHerpuB BBIMYCTU/ KOI'TH M KUHY/ICS Ha YepHyro 3Be3aly, HO MYyTb eMy
riperpagusa 3Be3fHbli JIyd, co BCex HOr criemamui K XBocrosomy. Orserpus B
OTUastHUM OLVIsZIe/ICSL U TIOHSUT, UTO C ABYMS BparaMu eMy He CIIpaBUTbCS.

U TyT Ha nosnisiHy Beickouni Korotb. Moryuutii riaiataii 6bu1 BeCh TOKPBIT
KPOBOTOYAIIMMH paHaMH, LIepCTb ero CBajsijlaCh OT TIP3, HO B SIHTAPHBIX
r71a3ax ropesjia HeyKpoTuMas sipoCTh. Pa3MaxHyBIIMCh CBOEM OrPOMHOU J1arow,
OH OINpPOKUHYI 3Be34HOoro Jlyua Ha3emb. [1ocsie Takoro yzapa npejBoAuTeNb yKe
He TIO/IHSUICS, a HavyaJl OTII0/I3aTh B CTOPOHY.

Ha monssHe TeM BpeMeHeM TOSIB/SUIMCh BCe HOBble U HOBbIe BOWHBI
I'po3oBoro miemenu. OrHerpuB yBuzen bypana, Kucrouky, BerporoHa u
Cunroro 3Be3qy. C 3TOro MOMeHTa HacTynu/ TepesioM B O6utBe. Hamazapive
HayaJli TIOTUXOHBKY OTCTymnaTb, IIPOTUCKMBAsCh CKBO3b IIPOJIOMBI B
MariOpOTHUKOBBIX 3apOC/siX, OKPY’KaBLIMX Jiarepb. Tspkeno apiia, OrHerpus
MoJT4a rMpoBoAWI rna3amMu OfHOyCa, YXOAUBLLETO MOC/IeHUM.

buTBa Oblla OKOHYeHa. XBOCTOJIOM CTOSI/I HETO/[BUYKHO, CBECUB TOJIOBY U



yCTpEeMUB He3psiuve T/a3a B 3eM/it0. 3a Bce BpeMsi OMTBbI OH He U3Za/l HU
eIMHOTO 3BYyKa, KakK Oy/TO He /[0rajbIBajcsi, Pafii KOTO PUCKOBA/IM >KU3HIMU
TIPUIOTUBILIME €T0 KOTHI.

[TariopoTHUK, 1maTasich, NOAHAACA Ha janbl. IIlepcTh KaoubsiIMU CBHCana C
ero msieya U Bcs Obula reperaykaHa KPOBBHO M TPsi3bl0, HO B3IVIs[, CBETHUJICS
PaZi0CThIO.

— Tbl MoJsiOZeL, Cpaxascs, KaK HaCcTOSLMKA BOMH, — CKasajl emy
Ornerpus. ['71a3a yueHuKa 3acBepKasy ellle sipue.

Tem BpeMeHeM ycTajible KOTbI Hayalud TOTUXOHBKY COOMPAThCS BOKPYT
Cuneit 3Be3sbl. Bce Obuld MOKPBITHI KPOBBIO U TPSI3bI0 U eJie /IepXKauch Ha
HOrax OT ycTtajsocTu. Kakoe-To BpeMsi OHM CTOSUIA MOJI4a, CBECUB TOJIOBBI, U
OrHerpuB noiimMan ce0st Ha TOM, UTO BIlepBbie He UCTIbIThIBAET HUKAKOW paZioCTu
oT 1106e/Ipl.

— DTO BCe u3-3a Tebsi! — mepBbIM HapyIIUI MoUYaHre YacToKoJI, CepAuTo
CBepkHYB Mm1a3amMu Ha CuHow 3Be3ny. — Tbl 3acTaBWa HaC TPUIOTUTH
XBOCTOJ/IOMA, a Terepb M3-3a Hero Hac efBa He pacrep3anu! He xBaraso TOJIBKO,
yTOOBI KTO-TO U3 HaC MOrub u3-3a 3TOro Mep3asiial

— $1 c camoro Hauana 3Hasa, uto 3TO OyAeT Herpocto, YacTtokon. Ho MbI
[OJDKHBI TTOCTYIIaTh TaK, KaK CUATaeM INpaBUIbHbIM, — yCTal0 oTBeTr/1a CUHSA
3Be3za.

— Pagu koro Bce 3T0? — 37100HO bIpKHYT Yactokon. — Pagu
XBoctonoma? [la 3a mapy MBIIIMHBIX XBOCTHKOB s Obl CaM C y[OBOJIbCTBHEM
TIPUKOHYMII ero!

HeckonbKo BOMHOB 0[J00pPUTETBLHO 3alllyMe/y.

— Tlonerue, Yactokon, — psBKHYn1 KoroTh, mpokajibiBasi cebe mopory
yepe3 TOMIY KOTOB K IIpeABOJWTe/bHHMLIe. Korzga OrpoMHbIM —IViallaTau
octaHoBu/Ics Bo3e CuHeli 3Be3/pl, Ta OyATO CTasa MeHbllle POCTOM U BIepBbIe
nokasasacb OrHerpuBy ctapoii u cmaboii. — He 3abbiBaii, uTO TbI
pasroBapuBaelllb CO CBOEM MpeABOUTeTbHULIeN !

YacTokos cepAUTO TOCMOTpPe Ha 000MX BOXKZeW U HeXOTs OMyCTH/I T/1a3a.
KoroTh Me/ijieHHO TOBes TOJIOBOM U OKUHYJ COOpaBIIMXCS TSKeTbIM B30POM
CBOMX SIHTapHBIX I71a3.

— Orsxerpus! Cxoau 3a Lllepb6aroii, — cka3ana Cunsisi 3Be3/a.

OrHerpuvB MOBWHOBAJICSI, HO YBUJEJI, UTO LieJIUTe/IbHULA YKe BbiOeraeT Ha
NoJIIHY B corpoBokJeHuu [lernenmomkyu. He Tepsisi BpeMeHH, KOLLUKM Hauyaau
OCMaTpuBaTh pPaHEHbIX BOMHOB, HMIlja TeX, KOMY HY)>KHa HeOTJIO)KHasi IOMOILlb.
Hoxupasace cBoer ouepenu, OrHerpuB BAPYT 3aMeTWI, KaK W3 IAarlOPOTHHUKOB
BBICKOUM/I ellfe ofiuH KOT. D10 661 KpyTobok! Ha ero riazkoii miepctke He Ob110
HU TATHBILLKA, & U3 NIaCTH CBHCAaa Kakas-TO AUYb.



OrHerpuB Y TMOLIEBeIUTHCSI He ycren, Kak Korore OTOPBITHY/I OT
[Teme/rOIIIKY ¥ BBICKOUMJI HA CePeANHY TO/siHbI, TpsiMo riepesi KpyTobokom.

— I'me Tb1 OBLT? — PSIBKHY/T OH.

KpyTobok pactepsiHHO orssifienicsi. [IoToM omycTu Ha 3eMJIi0 MOWMaHHYIO
N00bIUYy U TUXO OTBETHUJT:

— Oxotunca. A 4yrto 37eck mpousouuio? — Yrto rnpousonuio?! —
niporwmnen riamiaraidi. — [la Huuero ocobenHoro! Ilpocto CympauHoe riiemsi
00beJMHUIIOCH C T/IeMeHeM BeTpa, ¥ BMecTe OHU Hara/iy Ha Halll Jlarepb, UTO0bI
3aXBaTUTh XBOCTO/0Ma. Kaxk/ibiii BOUH ObLT Ha cueTy, HO Tebst ¢ HaMu He ObLIO!
I'me TbI ObILT?

«Bctpeuancs ¢ CepebpsiHKol», — oTBeTws1 npo cebss OrHerpuB. CraBa
3Be3nHOMY TiIeMeHH, uTo KpyTo6ok Jlorajancs MpuHeCTH B jlarepPb XOTh KaKyHo-
TO 00BIUY, UTOOBI OTMIPaBJaTh CBOE UCUe3HOBeHUe!

— Ho otKyza e s1 MOT 3HaTh, UTO 3TO MPOM30KeT? — C HapacTarLUM
pa3zpakeHueM Orpbi3Hysics Kpytobok. — Wnu 51 [o/bKeH cripalivBarh y Tebs
paspelleHyst BCIKUU pa3, Korjja MHe 3aX0ueTCsl BBIMTH U3 Jjlareps?!

OruerpuB B3zaporHyn. [Toxoxe, KpyTobok coBcem MOTepsii TOJIOBY, eC/d
OCMeJ/IUBaeTCsl OTKPBLITO [lep3uTh ramartaro! Wnu xe ero 6Ge3paccyncTBo
00BbsICHsSIeTCSI UyBCTBOM BUHBI? HaBepHOe, eMy TIPOCTO CTBIIHO 3a TO, UTO €ro He
ObLIO B Jlarepe B TPY/AHBIM MoMeHT! KoroTk yrposkatolije 3apbiual.

— $1 paBHO 3ameTu1, UTO Thl CJIMILIKOM 4YacTO McCYe3aelllb U3 jiarepsi, Thl U
TBOM pyr OrHerpus!

— Ilonerue! — He BbiAepkan OrHerpuB. — CerozHs s C CaMOro Havasa
Hama/ieHusi Obi1 B narepe! A KpyToOOK He BUHOBAT B TOM, UTO OXOTWJICSI U He
3Han o Habere Bpara.

KoroThb 3aj/iep>kas CBOM XOJIO/IHBINM B3m/IsiZ, HA KpyToOoKe, MOTOM Me/ljieHHO
roBepHyJicst K OTHerpusy.

— beperurech, — HerpoMKo Tipor3Hec OH. — $1 c/iexxy 3a BamMu 06oumu!

C STUMM C/IOBaMU OH TIOBEPHYJ/ICS U CTajl TIPOTAJKUBAaTbCs OOpaTHO K
[Menemtorike. KpyToOoK 1mo00pas ¢ 3eM/id CBOO JJOObIUY U TTIOHEC ee B OOIIYIO
Kyuy, a Or"erpus nofoiien kK [llep6aroit 1s1 ocMoTpa.

— X-MM, — OypKHY/a IieJIUTe/IbHUI[A, OIMBbITHBIM B3IJIS/[OM OLI€EHUB €ro
paHbl. — Ecnu 6b1 OHU BhIpBa/iu y Tebsi ellle HEMHOTO IIIePCTH, Thl ObI CTas
Mox0>K Ha rojioro yrpsi! TeGe moBe3sno, Bce paHbl Hertybokue. JKUThb Oyzellrb.

K OrnerpuBy nozbexxasa Ilemnesitoiiika ¢ MOTKOM TlayTUHBI, U Hadasia yMeso
TIPOTUPATh ero 3a/JIUThIA KPOBbIO I71a3 U pacliapariaHHblid HOC.

— Tb1 xpabpo cpakascst! — TUXOHBKO IIeTHYJIa OHa.

— Hy uto TBI, — cmyTH/ICA OrHerpus. — 1 IIpoCTO Aenasn To, YTO JO/KeH
OBLT Ie/1aTh.



— Ho 3T0 0kKa3anoch HernpocTo! — HeoXUZAaHHO BMelllasiack B pasroBOp
[IlepbaTasi. — Y>k 1oBepb MHe, Be[lb s Ha CBOEM BeKy yuaCTBOBajia BO MHOTHX
butBax! CuHsisi 3Be3/1a, — TOBepHY/IaCh OHA K TMPeJABOAUTEbHULlE, — CIacubo
Tebe. I HUKOrZA He 3abyay TOro, UTO Thl PUCKOBa/Jia COOCTBEHHBIM TIEMEHEM,
3amuias XBocrosoma. CrHss 3Be3/a JUIIb [oKayasia roJI0BOMU.

— He crout 6naropapHocty, [llepbarasi. Ito Borpoc yectu. Kakum 6b1 HU
ObUT XBOCTO/IOM paHbllle, ceiiyac OH JJOCTOWH JIMIIIh COCTPA/laHusl.

Crapas Le/vTe/bHYLIA Me/JIEHHO KUBHY/IA M TIpoOLUerTasa TakK TUXO0, YTO
yC/bIlIaTh ee cMorviv Jiviib CruHssa 3Be3ga u OrHerpus:

— OH HaB/leK OrpOMHYKO OIACHOCTb Ha MPUIOTHBIIEe MeHs ruiems.
O4eHb COXKaser 00 3TOM.

Cunsisa 3Be3fia npubAM3MIach K CTapyxe U JIaCKOBO JIM3HY/IA ee B CephblIid
6ok. Ha Kakoli-To Mur B I7la3ax ee TMpoMesbKHY/Ia HeKHOCTh, C KOTOPOM MaTb
yCIIOKanuBaeT CBOEro IMeperyraHHoro KoteHka. OTHerpuB HEeBOJIbHO BCIIOMHUJI
HeJJaBHUU HOYHOM Tlepexo/] uepe3 3eM/iv PeyHOoro rnjiemeHy v BHOBb YBU/IeJI, KaK
OZIMHAKOBO cepeOpsATCs B JyHHOM cBeTe IIKypku CuHelt 3Be3znbl, KamHs u
HeBugumku.

HeoxxyjaHHass MbIC/Ib 3aCTaBujla ero IONepXHyTbCsa. Kak OH paHblie He
MOHS/I? OTU TpPOe KOTOB IIOXOXU JAPYyr Ha Jpyra, Kak pozHble. HeBujuMka
npuxoautcs KamHio cectpoi, a crapas JIyxuila roBopu/a, 4yto oba OHU KOTza-
To maxyii ['po3oBeiM riemeHeMm! Heyxkenu kotsita CuHeli 3Be3zibl He TIOTUOIMN?
Uto ecsiu Kamens 1 HeBuiMMKa U eCTh ee riporasiiue Jetu?!



['maBa XXI

OrHerpuB efBa CMOr JAOX7AaTbCs, Korja [lemesronika 3aKOHUMT
oOpabaTbIBaTh €ro paHbl, U cpa3ly noMyasics Ha noucku Kpytoboka. [Ipyr cugen
B TIelllepe BOMHOB, U B I71a3ax ero Obljia TpeBora.

YBUIeB NPOTUCKMBAOIerocsi BHyTpb OrHerpvBa, OH Cpa3y 3arOBOPWII: —
MHe Tak CTBIZIHO, — BBIMaIUI OH. — $1 3Har0, UTO A0/KeH OblT OBbITH 31eck! Ho
s He MOT He moBUfaTbcsi ¢ CepeOpsiHKO#. Thl >ke 3Haellb, B HOub CoBeTa MHe
TaK U He yJasi0Ch TOOBIT C Hel!

OrHerpuB B3[0XHY/A. Buaumo, ceiiyac He BpeMs [e/UTbCA C ApPYyrom
CBOMMH T07103peHusiMU 0 feTsax CunHedt 3Be3gbl. Y Kpyrtoboka u 6e3 Toro
JI0OCTaTOYHO TIOBO/IOB /1/isi GecrokoricTBa!

— Bce B nopsiike, — cka3an oH BaiyX. — JI060# KOT MOT OKa3aThCsl Ha
TBOEM MecCTe, eC/i1 Obl OTIPAaBUJICSI OXOTUTBLCS WU B MaTpy/IupoBaHue. U Bce xe
Ha TBOeM MecTe si Obl HECKOJBKO JHel MOCHZe/ B Jilarepe W TocTapascs Obl
rioualiie romnazjarbcs Ha rasa Korrro.

KpyTobok 6e3ydyacTHO mockpeb Jarnoi Kycok mMxa, U OTHerpuB C IPyCTbIO
TIOHSIJT, UTO OH Y»Ke Ha3Hauus ouepegHoe cBujaHue CepeOpsiHKe.

— U ermie s BOT uTO XOTes Tebe cka3aTb, — TPOO/DKUI OH, IOHUMas, UTO
cnioputh bGeccMmbicsieHHO. — OTo Kacaercsi [larmopotHuka. — OrHerpuB B
HEeCKOJIbKMX C/I0BaX pacckasas [Ipyry O TOM, KaK OHU C YYeHUKOM OTIPaBU/IUCH
Ha OXOTY U Kak [1aropoTHUK TepBbIM 3aMeTU/T MPUOIMKAIoLUXCsl Bparo. — U
CpakaJiCsl OH TOXKe Ha C/1aBy, — 3aKOHUYMJ/I OH. — {1 cuuTaro, eMy MpHUILIIO BpeMs
cTatb BOMHOM. KpyTOOOK /J0BOIBHO 3aypualt.

— A CuHssg 3Be3/a yxke 3HaetT?

— Iloka HeT. TsI ke HacTaBHUK [TaropoTHHKa, Tebe U MPOCUTD 3a Hero!

— Ho meHs1 xxe He 6bUI0!

— Kakasi pa3Huiia? — mymiuBo O6ofHyn apyra OrHerpuB. — BcTagaii
ckopee U oTrnipasssiics K CuHel 3Be3ze.

[IpeaBoauTenbHUIlA BCe ellle Oblla Ha TIOsTHE CPeAU CBOUX BOWHOB.
[Menentoiika u Illepbarass cOumuch € far, pa3jaBasi PaHEeHBIM TAYTUHY [JIsI
OCTAaHOBKM KDOBOTEUeHUs] U MakKoBble 3epHa /[iisi obnerueHuss Oomu.
JIrobombiTHasi YepHoOypKa siBUIach Ha MOJSHY CO BCEMH CBOMMM KOTSITaMH, U
Ob6nauko TyTajsCs TOJA HOraMM B3POC/IBIX KOTOB, TIPUCTaBasi K HUM C
paccripocamu o 6utBe. [1aroOpoOTHUK cUzen TYT >Ke W TIaTebHO BbUIU3bIBA
CBOIO pbDKYI 1IepcTKy. K cuacTelo, ero paHbl OKa3aJiCh He C/IUIIKOM
Cepbe3HbIMHU.



Npy3bst ipubnu3unuck K CuHelt 3Be3ne, u OrHerpuBy MpUIIVIOCH ellle pa3
pacckasarb UCTOPUIO O TOM, Kak [larmopoTHUK BOBpeMsi yuysl BparoB U Kak
xpabpo oH Bes cebsi BO BpeMsi OUTBBI.

— Ecmu 6b1 He [lamopoTHUK, Bparu 3actand Obl Hac BpACIIOX, —
3aKOHYUJI OH.

— MB&I iymaem, eMy miopa CTaTb BOUHOM, — OyxHyn KpyTo6okK.

CuHsas 3Be3za 3a[lyMUMBO KHMBHY/IA.

— 4 cornacHa. CeroziHs OH TiOKa3aa ce0si JOCTOMHBIM 3TOTO 3BaHHUS. —
[TpeaBoauTeNbHUIIA BCTajla, BOIJIA B CAaMYIO TYI[y COOpaBIIMXCST M TPOMKO
oObsiBuia: — I[lycTb Bce KOTbI, CMOCOOHBIE CAMOCTOSITE/TbBHO OXOTUThCS,
cobepyTcs nog, Beicokoit Ckanoit Ha obiijee cobpaHue myieMeHu!

V3 peTckol TyT ke BBICKOUW/IM 3jiarolierka ¢ ['opHOCTalikou, U3 TeLepsl
ctapeliiH npukoBbLIsiT besyx. Korma Bce cobpanvck Bokpyr CuHell 3Be3fpbl,
TpeJBOAUTe/IbHULIA TPOMKO CKa3asla:

— IlanopotHuk! ITlomovau crofa! YUeHUK yOWB/IEHHO MOAHSUT TOJIOBY W
HeyBepeHHO nogouuen K CuHel 3Be3ge. Cyas M0 ero pacTepsHHOMY BU[Y, OH
Jla)Ke He I104,03peBaJsl, 3a4eM ero ro3Baju.

— TlanopoTtHuk! CerofHs Thl MpeAyNpeaus CBoe riemMsi 00 OrMacHOCTU U
xpabpo cpaxascsi B OuTBe 3a Jjiarepb, — TOPXKeCTBeHHO 0O0bsiBuia CuHss
3Be3na. — Ilpuruio Bpemsi Tebe cTaTh BOMHOM. YUeHUK 3aCThiT C PAa3UHYTHIM
pTOM, HO ObICTpO mipuilesn B ceOsi M TOPAO BHIMPSIMW/ICS, C OraroroBeHueM
C/1yliasi C/10Ba MOCBSALLeHUS:

— A, Cunaa 3Be3fa, npeaBoauTenbHULia ['po30BOro rjieMeHu, MpusbiBar0
MOUX TpeKOB-BOUTeIe 00paTUTh CBOM B30PhI Ha 3TOTO FHOHOTO yuyeHuka. OH
YIIOPHO TPEeHUPOBAJICA B MOCTMKeHUM 3aBelJaHHOIO0 BaMU 3aKOHA, U Terepsb f
NpejCTaB/sit0 BaM HOBOro BouvHa! — CuHuMe 1v1a3a NpeABOAUTE/IbHULIbI
octaHoBuMMCh Ha [laropotHuke. — I[lamopotHuk! OG6elljaelib U Thl CBATO
C/1e10BaTh KOZEKCY UeCTy U He 1jajs XKU3HU 3allyilarh cBoe IieMs? KoTuk esie
3aMeTHO B3/IPOTHYJI, HO TOJIOC ero Mpo3ByyYas TBep/o U yBepeHHO: — Obelriato.

— Torza BnacThiO, JaHHOW MHe 3Be3/IHbIM TIeMeHeM, sl Iapyto Tebe ums
BouHa. [laropotHuk! C 3Toro AHs umsi TBoe OyneT Bypbiii. 3Be3fHoe riiemsi
TOPAUTCSI TBOEM OCMOTPUTETBHOCTBI0 U XpPaOpOCThIO, U MbI Pa/Ibl IPUHSATH TeOsI
B C€MbIO BOUHOB ['p0O30BOrO I/IeMeHH.

3akoHUMB peub, CuHsAs 3Be3/a marnyjaa K bypomy v KoCHysach IeKOU ero
CKJIOHEHHOM Tr0J10Bbl. FOHBIM BOWH TMOYTUTENIBHO JIM3HYJ NPeBOAUTEIbHULY B
TIJIeYO U 3aHsT CBoe MecTo Bo3/ie OrHerpuBa U KpyToOoka.

CobpaBivecss Hayaiyd Ha pasHble rojoca TMOBTOPSTh WMsi HOBOTO BOWHA.
OTOBCIOAY TONMBKO W CJIbIIANOCh: «bypbii! Bypeiii!» Bce crpyauivce BOKPYT
KOTHKA, I03/paBss M JKejasg YCIIeXOB Ha CTe3e BOWHA. besiocHexka, Marb



HOBOTIOCBSIIIIEHHOTO, Tepyiach I1eKoW O ero OOYOK, TI/ia3a ee CBepKald OT
TOpPZAOCTH.

— Ceropus Tebe MpeACTOUT OAHOMY OXPaHATh Jiarepb, — (BIPKHY/IA
[Tecuanasi byps, nackoBo TosikHyB Byporo Hocom. — Bot criacubo 3Be3gHOMY
riiemenr! CerofiHsi Mbl BCe Kak cjefyeT BbicUMCst! Byphlil ObLT Tak CuacT/IuB,
YTO He HallleJICs C OTBETOM U TOJILKO I'POMKO 3aypyall.

— C-cnacubo tebe, KpyTob6ok, — rnpobopmotan oH. — U Tebe, OrHerpus!
OrHerpuB pajioBasics 3a Byporo, cjioBHO TOT ObL1 er0 COOCTBEHHBIM YUEHUKOM.
Ero mnocssileHue XOTb HEMHOIO T[PUMHPSJIO €ro C MbICJIBIO O TOM, YTO
[Tenestoliike y)Ke HUKOT/Ia He CY)K/IeHO CTaTh BOMHOM. 3Be3/[HOe IyieMsi BbIOpasio
ISl Hee IPYTYI0 CyAbOy.

Tonbko Tereps, KOrja LiepeMOHUsl TMOCBSLeHUsl 3aKOHuYu/aachb, OrHerpus
TOHsI/I, Kak ycTtan. OH yke cobupasics 3aie3Th B Tielllepy, Korja YBU7eN
[Tenesntol1iKy, 66ICTPO KOBBUISIIOIIYIO K Opary.

— DBypbii! — BOCK/IMKHYy/Ia OHA, MPUHUMAsACh BBUIM3bIBATh €My VILIKH.
I'nasa ee cBepkany, Kak 3Be3/bl.

Bypsblii repecTan MypJibIKaTb U B3BOJTHOBAHHO MTIOCMOTPEJI Ha CeCTpy.

— $1 meutarsi, UTO 3TOT ZieHb HACTYIUT JJisi HaC 000UX — TIPOILIeTITasa OH,
OCTOPOXKHO TPHKACasiCb HOCOM K UCKa/leUeHHOU JIarlke CeCTpBhI.

— Hy yX HeT, MHe ¥ Tak HeIioXxo! — oTMaxHynach llenmemromika. —
Tereps ThI JOJDKEH CTapaThCsi 3a HaC 0boux!

OrHerpuB C BOCXMIeHWEM CMOTpes Ha Cepyro Kouleuky. OH 3Hasi, 4To
[enentollika [IOBO/bHA CBOEM [O/DKHOCThIO ydueHullbl [llepbatoii, u He
COMHEBAJICS, YTO B CBOE BPeMsI OHa CTaHeT IPeBOCXOAHOU LienuTenbHULENH. Ho
Be/lb OHa MOI/Ia CTaTb OTVIMYHBbIM BouHOM! Kakoii cumoit fyxa Hy)KHO 00s1afiath,
yTOOBI UICKPEHHE PaJIoBaThCsl 3a OpaTa U He 3aBW/I0BaTh ero Tpuymady!

Kak Bcerga, nogymas o Ilenesntorike, OrHerpus cpasy BcriomHus1 Korrsa. OH
[laBHO y>Ke He COMHeBaJICsl B TOM, YTO HeCUaCTHbIM ciiyuyau Ha I'pemsieit Tporie
Obul memoM san riamiarasi. CoBceM HeflaBHO Koroth xoten ybutb M caMoro
OrxerpuBa, HO CeroJHsi OH 3alllMILaJl Jlarepb C My>KeCTBOM, JOCTOWHBIM BOMHOB
3Be3nHoro riemenu. He 6yab Korts, ['po3oBoe riems 66110 661 pasrpomsieHo. 1
BriepBeie OrHerpuB mnogyman: «Eciu si o6BuUHIO ero B u3MeHe, KTO OyzeT
3allMIIaTh Hallle [1JIeMsi OT BparoB?»

[Tpormiio HeCKOJBLKO AHel Tocie OUTBBI 3a Jiarepb, U BCe 3TO BpeMs
KpyTo00K, K rpeBeiikoi paziocti OrHerpuBa, HUKYy/la He oTaydancs. OH X0oaum
B MaTpy/IMpoOBaHue, oxoTuscs u nomoran lep6atoii ¢ [Temestoiikoii MOMOTHITS
3amnachl 1ienebHbix TpaB. KoroTs HUuero He roBopwi, HO OTHerpuB MpeKpacHO
3Has, uTo OH 3ameTw1 pBeHre Kpytoboka. Pano ytpom OrHerpuBa pa30yauna
Tuxass BO3HS B Teilepe. OTKpbIB T1Ja3a, OH YyBUJed, Kak KpyTtobok



TPOTUCKMBAETCSI CKBO3b BETBU HapYXKy.
— KpyTobok? — conHo mpobopmoTan OrHerpuB, HO JPYr HUUEro He
OTBeTU/ U ucue3 B TeMHOTe. Crapasicb He pa30yauthb [lecuanyto Bypro, crajko
COTIAIIYI0 Yy Hero 1o 6okoM, OrHerpuB BCTasl U BblIe3 U3 meliepbl. JKMypsich OT
CBeTa, OH YBU/IeJl, KaK /YT IOPKHY/ B MaropoOTHUKU. KpyTOOOK Tak TOpOmUIcs,
yTo He 3aMeTus YacTokosa, Tep3aBIllero MoJjieBKy Bo3/ie Kyud CBexell J0ObIuu.
[Tosnocarblii BOMH MOJHSII FOJIOBY Y IPOBOJAWJI €r0 BHUMATe/IbHbIM B3IVISIZ[OM.

OrnerpuB Noxo/0/es, YyBCTBYS, KaK CTpax JieJsiHbIM KaMHeM [1aBUT eMy Ha
xuBoT. Ecmu UYactokon Buzen, kak Kpyrtobok yb6exan w3 sarepsi, OH
HerpeMeHHO pacckakeT 06 3Tom Kortio! Jlambl caMy TIOAHECTM ero K Kyde
n006bIumM.

— [obpoe ytpo, Yactokon! — mo3mopoBasicsi OrHerpuB. — A Mbl,
BU/MIIIb, HA OXOTY coOpanuchk. Kak roBopUTCs, KTO PaHO BCTaeT, TOT J00ObIuy
npuHecer! W, He pgoxugasck orBeta Yactokosna, OrHerpuB MpBITHYA B
TIarlOPOTHUKHU. Y0eUBIIINCh, UTO €r0 HUKTO He BUUT, OH YCKOPUJI Oer v MTuliei
B3/IeTe/l Ha BepIIMHY XonMa. Kpytoboka He ObLIO BUJIHO, 3aTO ero 3arax
6e3ommbouHo Ben K Harpeteim Kamusim. «Ho Beabr oHu obelriany BCTpeyaTbCs
TonbKo y Yetwbipex [lepeBbeB!» — Bcmosommwics OrHerpuB. OH mobexasn 1o
cieny pApyra, He oOpaillas BHMMaHUSI Ha 3alaxul [AYM, KOTIOIIAIleics B
KycTtapHuke. OH pelius ripefynpeants Kpytoboka Ha TOT ciayuait, ecv KoroTs
BCe ke oTmpaBuTcs B jec. OpHako, korga OrHerpuB goOpasncsi Ao HarpeTbix
Kawmueii, Kpyroboka Tam He oka3anock. OrHerpuB 3a/iep>Kajicsi Ha Kparo jieca u
»aiHo npuHtoxascs. KpyTobok 6wt rae-to psimom! Beckope OrHerpuB yuysia U
CepebpsinKy. K 3HaKOMBIM 3araxamM KOTOB MPUMEIIMBAJICS ellle OJWH 3arax, OT
KoToporo y OrHerpuBa 3aileBeswaach wiepctb. [laxmo kposero! M TyT CoO
CTOPOHBI CKaJl pa3Jacs TOHKUM, c/1a0blii CTOH, TIOHBINA HEBBIHOCUMOU 60/H.

— KpyTobok! — 3amupasi, KpukHy/1 OTHErpuUB U CO BCEX HOT OpOCHUICS K
ckanaMm. BckouuB Ha BepIlIMHY OvKaliliero KaMHsi OH OTVISIZIeNICS — U 3aMep.

B Hernybokoii Oanke Mexay AByms ckanamu jexana CepeOpsiHka. He B
cuax noueBennTbCsi, OrHerpyMB CMOTpeST Ha KOLIKY. Kakas-To XyTKasi cyzopora
JioMajia BCe ee Teyo, 3aCTaB/sisi MYUYMTENbHO Cy4yuTb Jjanamu. HoOBbIM
neieHsIIUN ATy KpUK BeIpBascs u3 rpyau CepeOpsiHKY.

— KpyTtobok! — mnpomienitan OrHerpuB. KpyToGok sexxan psiioM c
CepebpsiHKOM, OTUasiHHO BBLTM3bIBasi ee TSDKeJI0 B3ZbIMaroIuiics 60K. YciibiiiaB
CBO€ MMsl, OH Pe3KO TTOJHSJI FOJIOBY.

— Ornerpus! Ot10 KoTATa! Y Hee CXBaTKU... HO TYT UTO-TO He Tak! beru 3a
[IIep6atoii!

— Ho... — xoren 6b1710 Bo3pa3uth OrHerpuB, HO He CTa/l 3aKaHUYMUBATh.
Jlaribl camu cOpOCH/IU €ro C KaMHSI U TIOHeC/T uepe3 PaBHUHY K Jiecy.



On Gexasn Tak, Kak HUKOT/la B >XKM3HU He 0erasn, TO ke BpPeMsi KaKUM-TO
KDOLLIEUHbIM YTOJIKOM CO3HaHUSl Y)Ke T[IOHMMasi, 4YTO 5TO KoHel. Terepp B
TieMeHy Bce y3HatOT 0 Kpytoboke u Cepebpsitke. Uto czienatoT ¢ Humu CUHSS
3Be3zna u Meteop?

OH Bce 3TO MpeKpacHO OCO3HaBasl, HO TIPOJOJIKAl CO BCeX Jiall HeCTUCh B
narepb. Cretasi CO CKJIOHa, OH Bpe3ajcsi B llernesroliKy, BbLIe3aBLIyI) U3
MariopOTHUKOB. BO3MyIlleHHO MMCKHYB, OHAa OTNPOKKHY/IACh Ha CIIMHY, PACChIraB
CBOM TPAaBbl.

— Ornerpus! [la 4To THI...

— I'me llepbatas? — ripoxpuriesn OrHerpus.

— Illepbaras? — mnepecrnpocuna Ilemesntoiiika, MrHOBEHHO CTaHOBSICh
cepre3Hou. — [lonwia Ha 3meunHyto ['opky. Tam pacTeT Jiydllnid ThICAUETUCTHUK
BO BCeM JieCy.

OrHerpvB TIOBepHY/CS, 4TOObI OeXxaTb, HO BAPYT 3amMep, TOpa*kKeHHbIM
HOBOM MbIc/bi0. TToka oH Haiizer Illep6artyro, mpoiiger Bpemsi! CepebpsiHka
MO’KeT ymepeTs!

— UYto ciiyunnock? — cripocuna Ilemnentorika.

— Tam komika... Cepebpsinka. OHa y Harperbix Kamueil. OHa poskaeT
KOTST, Y el 0ueHb I1JI0X0!

— Xpanu ee 3Be3gHoe 1uiemsi! — BockukHya [lernenmtorika. — A upy!
[Tomoxxan-Ka, MHE HY>KHO KOe-4TO B3SITb.

OHa ropkKHy/a B MariOpOTHUKHU, a OTrHerpuB OCTasCs K[aTh, HeTepIie/MBO
Ljaparas jarnamu 3eM/r0. HakoHell, MariopoTHUKY 3allieBe/TMInCck cHOBa. OH BeChb
Harpsrcs, HO U3 3apocJyien rokasasncs bypbii.

— TIlenentomika nocsana MeHs 3a ILllepbatoii, — KpukHya oH OTHerpuBy,
bpocasich B Jiec.

HaxkoHel| Ha Mo/isiHY Bblie3/na [lemesttoliika, Aep>ka B IacTy OOMbBIIION My4YoK
KaKUX-TO TPaB, 3aBePHYTHIX B JIMCTOK. [I0OCKO/BbKY pOT ee ObL 3aHST, OHA JIMIIIb
HeTeprieMBO MaxHysia OrHerpMBy KOHUMKOM XBOCTA, MpWUIVIALLAA MOKa3bIBaTh
Z0pOrY.

Onu ornpaBwInch o0patHO. Kaxkzpiii I1ar 3TOro myTH TIpeBpaTWICS AJis
OrHerpvBa B HaCTOSIyH MbITKY. [lemestoiiika BbIOMBanach W3 CUJI, HO
M3ypO/IOBaHHast HOTa He T03BOJIs/Ia el ABUraThcsi ObicTpee. Xosozes OT yrKaca,
OrHerpuB BCITOMHU/I CBOM COH 0O 0e3/TMKOl cepeOpUCTOl KOpoJieBe, OCTaBUBIIIEH
CBOUX KOTST T/IaKaTh B TeMHOTe. Heyskenu 3Tol KoponeBoii 6bia CepeOpsiHKa?

Kak Tonpko Bpanu rnokasanuch ouepraHus Harpetbix Kamuel, Ornerpus
oborHan Ilenemomky u Opocwics Briepes. JloOe)kaB [0 TIOAHOXKHUSI CKaslbl,
OrhHerpuB yBHU/ie/]l Ha BepIIUHE ellje OJHOr0 KOTa. YCTPOMUBLIMCH Ha IUIOLIA/IKe,
KOT mMosua Habmogan 3a CepebpsiHkoii u KpyTobokom. XomnofHbie KOTTH yKaca



ctucHynu cepaue OrHerprBa. OH y3Ha/l OTPOMHBIM CWIY3T U TEMHYHO IIKYDPY
Korta. Buaumo, YacTokos Bce »Xe ycmesn IpeAyrnpeauTh [vialiarasg, U TOT
Beicsieinsn KpyTtoboka 1o 3amaxy. BeixoguT, Ha oOpaTHOM TyTH B Jiarepb
OrHerpuB 1ipo6ekaa MUMO Hero, HO B CIielllKe He 3aMeTHII.

— OrnerpuB! — mpopeBen Korots, korga OrHerpuB Bckapabkasicsi Ha
CKay psioM C HUM. — YTO ThI 00 3TOM CKaXKelllb?

OrHerpuB Mojua rocmotpen B oBpar. CepeOpsiHKa TO-TIpeXXHeMYy Jiexkasna
Ha OOKy, HO MyuuTesbHbIE CY[JOPOTH, COTpsICABIlIMe ee Teso0, NMPeBPaTWIUCh B
cnaboe copporanve. OHa Oosblile He Kpryasa, U OTHErpuUB MOHS, UTO Y Hee
coBceM He ocTanoch cuna. KpyTtobok Opoaun BOKpYr, He CBOAs IJa3 C
Cepebpsinku. V3 rpygu ero BbIPbIBA/JIMCh KaKWe-TO CTpaHHbIe, He3HAKOMbIe
3BYKHU... BUaumo, oH jjaxxe He 3amMeuas HabsofaBliero 3a HuMu Korrsi.

IIpexxge yem OrHerpuB ycries OTBeTUTb, Y CKaslbl NosiBUIach [lenesroiika.
OO6orHyB KaMeHb, OHa TIPOTHUCHY/IAaCh B OasKy U ouyTuiach Bosje CepeOpsiHKU.
BpocuB Ha 3eM/H0 CBOW TpaBbl, [lernestolika MpUHsSIAcCh ObICTPO OOHIOXMBATh
cepeOpUCTYIO KOPOJIeBY.

— OrnerpuB! — KpHUKHyJ/Ia OHa CIyCTd Kakoe-TO Bpemsi. — Cryckaucs
crofa! MHe Hy)KHa ITOMOLLIb.

He obpariiass BHUMaHus Ha 37100HOoe murneHue Kortsi, OrHerpuB CKOTb3HY/
B OBpa)keK, o0aupasi Kortu o0 OTBecHyrO ckanay. EfBa ero sarmbl KOCHY/IHCh
3em/id, K HeMy Opocusnach Ilenemomika. B 3ybax oHa fepskana KpOILLEUHOTO
KoTeHKa. [1a3a Manbiiia ObLIM 3aKpbIThI, YIIIU TIPWXKaThl K TOJIOBKe, a MOKpasi
11IepCTKA MPU/IUILIA K TeJIbLy.

— OH mepTBbI? — nipowentan OrHerpus.

— Het! — OGypkHyna Ilenentoiika, omyckasi KOTeHKa Ha 3eM/IIO0 Tepef
OruerpuBoM. — [laBaii, Bbn3biBail ero! Ero Hazfio corpeTb, 4yToObI pa3orHaTh
KpoBb. C 3TUMU C/10BaMU OHA C TPYZOM pa3BepHy/1achk B TECHOM OBpare ¥ CHOBA
npubnmsunack K Cepebpsike. Ee crivHa 3aropaxuBasia OrHerpuBy 0030p, Tak
YTO OH MOT J/MIlIb C/bIIIaTh B3BOMHOBaHHBIM ronoc KpyTtoboka u ackoBoe
bopMoTaHUe MaleHbKOU 11e/TUTe/TbHULIBL.

CKIOHMBLIMCH HaJ KOTEeHKOM, OTHerpvB C CW/IOU MPOBeJ SI3bIKOM BOJIb
KpouleyHoro tesblja. OH /M3an U /u3aj, HO Masbllll He I0/aBajl HUKAKUX
NPY3HAKOB >XU3HU. MoxkeT, [lenesntoliika omimb1ach, U OH C caMOro Hauana Obi
MepTB? Ho BAPYT KpOIlleuHblli KOMOUeK C1abo 11eBebHY/ICS U OTKPbLT POTUK B
6e33ByUHOM KpUKe.

— OH xuBoi! — BbIZIOXHY/T OrHerpuB.

— A g 4yto roBopuna? — OTK/IMKHY/Nack Ilenesnomka. — Ilpogosmkai
BbUIM3bIBaTh! Y Hac B /00yH0 MUHYTY MOXKET TIOSBUTHCS ellle ofuH. OueHb
xopotio, CepeOpsiHKa. .. Thl BCe Jiesiaelllb paBUIbHO! —



KoroTh, HakoOHel], COM3BOJIUI CIyCTUTbCS CO CBOEro Hab/o/aTe/IbHOTO
MYHKTa U OCTAaHOBWJ/ICS Y Kpasi 6anku. JIu1jo ero 610 MpauHee Ty4Yu.

— Tak-Tak... Koiika u3 PeuyHoro riemeHu, — miporiumen oH. — Moxer,
KTO-HUOY/Ib U3 BaC OOBSICHUT MHE, UTO TYT MPOUCXOJUT?

[Tpexxae ueM KTO-HUOYAb YCIies OTKPBITH POT, pa3fascs TOP>KeCTBYHOIIUMA
KpUK Ilenemromku.

— Mornoger;, Cepebpsiika! Ymuuiia! B ciemyroiiyro CeKyHAy B IMacTh y
Hee yxe Oositancs eile OuH KOTeHOK. [lemestorika ObIcTpo obepHynach U
T10J1I0KWJ1a Mavibliia repes Korrem.

— Bor! JIwku ckopee! Korots 3/106HO CBEPKHY/I I/1a3aMH.

— 1 He uenutenb, scHO? B ronybbix rmaszax Ilemestolliki CBEepKHY/IU
MOJTHUU.

Ho si3bik-TO y Tebsi ectb, mpaBia? JIwku ckopee, 0e3MO3I/IbI KOMOK
mepctu! Vinu Tl Xoueliib, YTOObI MasIbIIl yMep TI0 TBOeM MUTOCTU?!

OrHerpus 3acTbul Ha MecTe. Ha Kakyro-TO 0/1t0 CeKyH/ibl eMy [10Ka3aocCh,
yto Korotk ceityuac kuHetrcs Ha [lernesoliKy ¥ OJHMM yJapoM pacIiopeT eu
»KMBOT. Ho Huuero storo He npousouuio. OTpOMHBIN [VialllaTalk MoJiya HarHyisl
CBOIO OTPOMHYIO0 I'0JIOBY Y HayaJ/l BbI/IM3bIBATh BTOPOI'0 KOTEHKA.

Tem BpemeHem Ilemesroiiika CHOBa moBepHy/nack K CepebpsiHke, U
OrHerpuB ycJiblllaa ee HACTOWYMBbIN FOJI0COK:

— ThI JO/DKHA TIPOTTIOTUTH 3Ty TpaBKy. KpyToOok! 3acTaBb ee CheCTh Kak
MOXHO Oosibiiie! Hazio Heme[/ileHHO OCTaHOBUTH KpoBoTeueHue. OrHerpuB Ha
CeKyH/ly repecTan paboTarh si3bIKOM. [IpixaHHe KOTeHKa BBIPOBHSIOCH, U OBLIO
BU/IHO, UTO OH BHe ornacHOocTHU. Celiuac OrHerpuBa 6oJibliie BCEro BO/THOBAO TO,
YTO MPOUCXOJUT B OBpare. BApyr oH yc/bllan oTyasgsHHbIM KpUK [lenemtoniku:

— [Hepxuch, CepeOpssHka! U TyT e TpPOMKUM, Oe3yMHBbIN BOIIb
KpyToboka:

— Cepebpsiaka!! OrHerpuB He Bbiiepkan. OCTaBUB KOTeHKa, OH PBaHY/ICS
BIiepe]| U MpoTucHyscs K [Nenesntoiiike. OH eltje ycrien yBuzieTh, Kak CepeOpsiHKa
TIO/HsI/Ia TOJIOBY U C/1abo TIpoBesia si3bIkoM 110 uily Kpytoboka:

— IIporaii, KpyToOOK... — eJie C/IBIIIHO MpoiienTana oHa. — 1 r06:1t0
Tebs... [103a60ThCsT 0 HAIIMX MaJsibllax.. .

B wepyrolyro CceKyHAy CuIbHeMIIasi Cyopora COTpsiciia BCe ee Teslo.
T'oioBa CepeOpsiHKY OTKWHY/AaCh Ha3a/l, Jialbl IepHY/IMCh — W OHA 3aCThlja.

— CepebpsiHKa. .. — mpoiiiernTasa [Tememnrorka.
— Her, CepebpsiHKa, HeT, — TuX0 3amienTtan Kpyrobok. — Tbl TOMBKO He
yxonu. He octaBisii MeHs!! — OH CKJIOHW/CS Haji HEMOJBWKHBIM TeJIOM U

nackoBo TKHy/1 CepeOpsiHKY HOCOM B 60K. OHa He I111e/I0XHY/Iach.
— Cepebpsinka! — KpyTo60K OTIpsiHY/T U 3alPOKWHY/ TO/IOBY. ['pomkuii



BOIL/Tb BBIPBA/ICS U3 ero rpyau. — Most Cepebpsiika! OHa ymepna. ..

[TenentolliKa elje Kakoe-To BpeMsi CTOsL/Ia HaJl MEPTBOM, OTYasTHHO Ha)KUMast
el Ha >KMBOT, HO B KOHI[e KOHIIOB Obljla BBIHY>K/IeHa MPU3HATh CBOE MOPa’KeHHe.
OHa cema W ycTaBWIaCh Ky[a-To B Janb. [7asa ee noraciu. OrHerpus
OCTAHOBWJICS PSIZIOM C ObIBILIeH yueHHLIeH.

— [Ilenentonika, kotATa 340pOBBI, — TpowienTtan OH. OHa MOBepHYy/a
TOJIOBY, U OT ee B3IVIsiZla Y Hero e/iBa He OCTaHOBUJ/IOChH CepzLie.

— A ux marb ymepna. { norepsiia ee, OrHerpuB. ['opecTHble BOILIU
KpyTo6oKa 3X0M pa3HOCH/IUCH T10 CKajiaM, KOr/ia T/ialiiaTtaid HeC/IbIITHO TO/[01eT
K KOTaM, pa3MaxHy/ICsi CBOei OIrPOMHOM J1arioi U uTo ObLIO CUJTBI YIapW/ CEepOTo
BOMHA 10 yXYy.

— Xsatut opathk! KpyTo6ok 3amomnuan. «OH He TMOCTyIIANCs, — TOHSIT
OruerpuB. — OH mpocTo obeccusien oT Topsi». Korote rHeBHO 00Bes ria3amMu
coOpaBIIMXCSI.

— MoxeT, Terepb KTO-HUOyAbL OOBSICHUT MHE, UYTO TYT MPOU3O0IIIO?
KpyTo0O0K, ThI 3Ha/ 3Ty KOIIKYy U3 PeuHoro nyiemeHu?

KpyTo6ok mozHsi rosioBy. [71a3a ero O6buid MyCThI U XOJIOAHbBI, KaK peuyHast
rajabKa.

— $1 nrobun ee, — TIpoIIIeNTAs OH.

— Yro? Tak 3T0... 3TO TBOM KOTSATa?! — Ka3a/jocCh, Ha 3TOT pa3 Korots Ob1
I10-HAaCTOsALLeMY OlLllapallieH.

— Mou u CepeOpsHKUHBI, — C KaKOW-TO Oe3yMHOUM Trop/I0CThbIO BbITIATNAI
KpyTobok. — $I 3Har0 Bce, UTO Thl ceiuac ckakelllb, KoroTb. Moxkelllb He
yTpyXzaarb cebsi. MHe yxe Bce paBHO, — OH TMoBepHy/icsi kK CepeOpsiHke,
3apbL/ICS HOCOM B ee LIepCTh U YTO-TO THUXO 3allerTail.

Tem BpemeHeM Ilerestonika 3akoHUM/Ia OCMaTpUBaTh KOTAT. —

Hymato, oHu OyayT >KUTb, — 00BsIBUIA OHa, HO OTHETrpUB Cpa3y 3aMeTuJI,
YTO TOJIOC ee 3ByyYasl He TaK YBepPeHHO, Kak Ipex/je. — Hazio Kak MOXXHO CcKopee
OTHeCTHM UX B Jlarepb W HaWTWU KOPOJIeBY, KOTOpas CMOXXET UX Bbl KOPMUTb.
Korotb pe3ko MoBepHYJICS K Heu.

— Tr1 B cBoem yme?! C kakou ctatu ['po3oBoe 1j1eMs J0/DKHO BbIXaXKMBaTh
ux? JTO e NoJyKpoBKU! OHY He Hy>KHbI HU ofHOMY IileMeHu! Ho [lenenroiika
Y YXOM He I10BeJIa.

— OrHerpus, Tbl BO3bMelllb 3TOI'0, — pacHopsAniach OHa, — a s [IOHeCy
BTOPOTO.

OrHerpus MOUIYLIHO IIOBeJ yCaMH, HO IIpeXKJe uYeM B3AThb KOTeHKa, OH
niofiotties1 K KpyToboKy v mpuskascs K ero Tjieuy.

— TbI Xouelb MOUTH ¢ HaMU? KpyToOOK C TPy/10M TOKauas roJ0BOM.

— 4 fomkeH ocTaThCo 34eCh U... IIOXOPOHUTH ee, — IPOLLeNnTan OH. —



3mech, B 9TOH 3eMyie, Mexky PeuHbIM riiemeHeM u I'po3oBbiM. TTocsie Bcero, uto
npou30I1io, PeuHoe myiemMst BpsiZi JIM 3aXOueT OrylakaTb Moo CepeOpsiHKY. Y
OrHerpuBa cep/ilie pa3pbiBajiOCh OT KaJ0CTH, HO OH 3HaJI, YTO y)K€ HUUYEM He
MOYKET ITOMOYb JPYTY.

— 51 oTHecy KOTeHKa U BepHYyCh, — T1000elIja OH U J00aBU/I UyTh THUIIIE:
— $1 orakaro ee BmecTe ¢ To6oi, KpyTobok. OHa Obinia xpabpas. 51 3Hato, oHa
nmrobuna Tebs.

KpyTo6oK He oTBeTH/l1. OTHErpyB B3si/1 B 3yObl KOTEHKA U TOIIIe/T B Jlarepsb,
OCTaBMB /Ipyra BO3/ie HEMOJBIKHOIO Tejla KOIIKH, KOTOPYIO TOT JIFOOM/T OOJIbIIe
CBOEro IJIeMeHH, O0JIblie CBoeli ueCTH 1 60JIbIle COOCTBEHHOM »KU3HHU.



['maBa XXII

Koroth y0exan Brepei, U K TOMYy BpeMeHH, Kak [lemesroiiika cC
OrHerpvBOM JOCTHUIVIM Jlareps, BCe IJIeMsl y>Ke 3HajJi0 O TOM, UTO IMPOM3O0LLIO.
BOVHBI M YUeHUKH BBICBITIAIM M3 CBOUX IeLjep U MOJYa CMOTpe/Id Ha KOTHT.
OrxerpuBy Ka3aj0Ch, YTO Jaxke BO3ZYyX HaJ, MOJITHOU MPOIax U3ymieHUeM.

Cunsisi 3Be3fa crosizla y BXOoZa B ZAeTCKyro. Kaszanoch, OHa mNomkuzgana
OrnerpuBa c Ilenentoiikoii. OrHerpyB ObLT  TOTOB K TOMY, UTO
TIpeJIBOJUTE/IbHUIA OTKaXKeTCsl BO3/1araTh Ha TieMs 3a00Ty O Uy)KUX KOTATax U
Be/IUT UM OTHECTH MaJbilllel o0paTHO, HO OHa JIMIb HEeTPOMKO CKa3ajia: —
BxomuTe. B 3apoc/isx eXeBUKU LIapWIX THUIIMHA U monaympak. YepHoOypka
Crajla Ha MXy BMeCTe CO CBOMMHU KOTITAMM, U Cpe[i Cepoll U pbDKeBaTou
IIIePCTU CHE>KHBIM MSITHBIIIKOM cUsiia Oesasi mkypka O6sauka. Psimom ¢ HUMMU, B
MOXOBOM THe3[IbIIIIKe, BBICTJITAHHOM TYIIMCTHIMU TE€pPbsiMH, Jie)kana Ha OOKy
3naroiiieiika ¥ [eJIOBUTO BbIIM3bIBa/la CBOUX KOTAT. OAWH U3 Masbiiied Obul
TajieBbIM, B MaTb, & BTOPOW — TeMHBIM U M0JI0CaThIM.

— 3naroiiieiika, — TUX0 cKa3ana CuHss 3Be3fa. — 51 xouy oOpaTUThCs K
Tebe ¢ pockOoii. Thl He Mor/Ia ObI B3SITh ellje ABOUX KOTAT? VX MaTh TOMBKO UTO
ymepJia.

KoponeBa pe3ko no/Hsijia rojI0By, HO CTOWJ/IO el YBUZETh KPOLLIEYHbIX KOTT,
cBucarolux 13 nacrert OrHerpuBa u [lenenomky, Kak U3yM/ieHHe B ee Iya3ax
YyCTyNUJI0 MeCTO HeXHOoCTU. KoTsita Hayamu c1abo I11eBe/IUThCSI U TOHEHBKO
TIONMCKUBATh OT roJiofla U CTpaxa.

— {1 gymaro... — Hauasia 3/1aToLIerKa.

— Ilorogure-ka! — BMemmanace I'OpHOCTalKa, BTUCKMBAsCh B JETCKYHO
Bces 3a OrHerpuBoM. — [Ipexx/ie uem cormaiaThes, Thl Obl cripocusa y Cuneit
3Be3pl, ubM 3TO AeTku! OrHerpuvB He Ha LIYTKy Mepenyrancs. [opHocTaika
Obla XOpoIlleil MaTepbl0, HO OT/IMUYAIaCh TAKUM CEPAUTHIM HPABOM, UTO ObIIIO
ObI IIyTIO OXKKU/IaTh OT Hee TFOOBU K 6eCIIOMOIIHBIM TOTYKPOBKaM.

— $1 kak pa3 cobupanach cka3atb 00 3TOM, — MsTKO 3aMeTuna CuHsst
3Be3ma. — 3mnatoiielika, 3To kotata Kpyroboka. ix mareprto 6buia CepeOpsiHKa
n3 PeyHoro riemeHu.

3naroiieiika W3yMJIEHHO BbITapaluwia Tia3a, a YepHoOypka TyT e
OYHYJIaCh OT CHA M HABOCTPWJ/IA YIIIN.

— Bort oHo kak! — 3ammurena ['opHocTalika. — 3HauuT, Haill KpyTo6ok
HEeCKOJTbKO Mecsil|eB TalikoM berai K Hei!

la pa3Be WCTUHHBIN KOT MO3BOJUT cebe Takoe?! OOa OHU Mpefanu CBOH



TIJIeMeHa, BOT UuTo s cKaxy! M3MeHHUKU U Oosibilie HUYero! A B KOTSITaX 3TUX
TeueT AypHasi KpOBb!

— Kakas rnynocts! — HeoxuzgaHHO psiBKHYyna CuHsisi 3Be3sa, U epCTh y
Hee Ha 3arpuBKe BCTaia JbI00M OT HerofoBaHUs. OTHETPUB UyTb He BHLIPOHUJ
KOTEHKa — €My peJKO [OBOAW/IOCH BUZETb NPeABOJUTENbHULY B TaKOM

rHeBe. — Kak OblI MbI He OTHOCWIHCh K KpyTo60Ky 1 CepeOpsiHKe, KOTSITa HU B
yeM He BWHOBAThl. Thl BO3bMelllb MX, 3/iaroiieiika? OHU ympyT 6e3 marepw.
KoposieBa miomouasa, moToM ITyOOKO B3ZI0OXHY/A U OTBeTWIa: — Pa3Be s MOTy
OTKa3aTbCA? Y MeHs MOJIHO MOJIOKa!

['opHOCTalika BO3MYIIIeHHO (BIPKHY/a U JIeMOHCTPaTUBHO TMOBEPHY/IaCh
CIUHOU K BoteAmmM. OrHerpus ¢ [lenetomKor 0CTOPOXHO TOMIOKUAINA KOTAT B
rHe30 PpsAAoM co 3narowiedkor. [laneBasi KoposieBa Hak/IOHW/IA TOJIOBY,
TIO/ITOJIKHY/Ia Masblilieli To0/Mke K CBOEMY >KUBOTY, U OHHM C Y[ OBOJIbCTBHEM
Haya/ii CoCarhb.

— Cnacubo, 3narorieiika, — npomypsibikaia CuHss 3Be3a.

OrHerpyB NOKOCH/ICS Ha MPEeABOUTENBHULYY U YBUEN, UTO Ta C KaKOK-TO
’KaJIHOU HE)KHOCTBIO CMOTPUT Ha MaJIeHbKUX CHUPOT, CJIOBHO BUAUT B HUX CBOUX
JIaBHO TIOTEPSHHBIX KOTAT. HeBO/JILHO OTB/EKIIMCh OT COOBITHM CEroJHSIITHEro
nHs, OrHerpuB BHOBb nogyman o Kamue u HeBuaumke. Heyxenu oH mpaB, u
oHu — netu CunHen 3Be3/bI?

OH He ycren Kak cieayeT moayMaTb o6 3ToM, roTomy urto Ilemesntorika
BJIDYT PE3KO pa3BepHy/jlach W Bbiluia. OrHerpyMB BBICKOUW/I 3a HEW CJIeIoM U
YBUJIEJT, YTO YUeHHLIa LieJINTe/IbHULIbI JIE)KUT Ha 3eMJle, YDOHUB I'OJI0BY Ha Jiarlbl.

— Yro ¢ ToOOM? — HCITyTasics OH.

— Cepe0OpsiHKa ymepsia, — eJie CJIBIIIHO mpoitenTana [lenentomka. — 1
TI03BOJI/IA €M YMepeTb.

— OJrto Herpapza! Komleuka mofHssIa TOIOBY, ee ronyObie TJia3a
TpeBPaTU/IMCh B 03€epa, MOJIHbIe TTevasi.

— {1 momxHa crath HenuTenbHULen! 1 no/mkHa cnacath xu3Hu! A ...

— Tbl ciac/ia AiBoUX KOTAT! — HartoMHUA OTHerpuB, TIPUABUTasICh Omke
Y TIPWKUMAsICh TOJIOBOM K ee IIIeKe.

— Ho He cniacsia CepeOpsiHKY.

Y OrxerpuBa cepjie CKaja0Chb OT asoCTU. OH TMpeKpacHO TOHUMaJI, 4TO
ceifiuac uyBcTByeT Ilementorika, HO He HaXOJW/ C/IOB, UuTOObI pa3ybeauTh ee.
[Tpok/vHast cBOrO 6eCroMOIIHOCTb, OH MPUHSJICS JIACKOBO BLUIM3BLIBATH CEPYIO
[Terne/TrOIIKMHY LLIEPCTKY.

— Yro TyT mporcxoaut? OrHerpuB MOJHSI T0/I0BY U yBHUzen IllepbOaryro.
Crapas uenuTe/ibHULIA CTOs/Ia nepe] HUMU. Ha ee TJIOCKOM CepoM Jiule SICHO
YWTA/I0Ch BOJTHEHUE U He[JOyMeHue.



— Yro 310 60n1Tar0T 0 KpyToO0oKe u Kolke 13 PeyHoro miemeHu?

[TeresroliKa, Ka3anoch, Aaxke He 3aMeTH/Ia TOSIBJIEHHWsS] CBOeU HaCTaBHULIBI,
no3tomy OrHerpuBy MpUIIIOCh pacckasaTh Lllepbaroili o Tpareguu y HarpeTbix
Kamuen.

— Ilemnentolika coTBopu/ia 4yio! — 3aKOHUMJI OH CBOM paccka3. — Eciu
ObI He OHa, KOTsiTa HerpeMeHHO Torub/m Owl! []epbaTasi KUBHYyA.

— S1 Bugena Kortsi, — mpockpeskeTana oHa. — [laropoTHUK Tipubexkast 3a
MHOHM, 1o gopore K Harpersim Kamusm wmbl BcTpetwnu Kortd, u oH Bce
pacckasan HaMm. OH B sipocTH... 3nutcs Ha KotsaT! Ho k Tebe 3To He OTHOCUTCS,
[Teresmromika. Korote TmoOHMMaeT, 4TO Tbl BCEro JIMIIb BBINOIHAIA [JJOJIT
1L[eIuTeTbHULIbI, — Al00aBu/Ia crapyxa. [lenestolika Mo/jHsjia TO/IOBY U BIlePBbie
TIOCMOTpesia Ha CTapyo KOLIKY.

— S HuKOrZa He CTaHy Lie/IMTebHULIeH, — TOPbKO B3J0XHy/a OHa. — OT
MeHsi He OyzeT HUMKakoro mpoky! f Huuero He mory! M3-3a MeHs morubsa
CepebOpstHKa!

— OT10 uTO ele Thl BOWa cebe B rosoBy?! — B3peBesna Lllepbaras,
CepAuTo BbIrkbasi KOCT/SIBYIO CIUHY. — B )KU3HU He CJiblllaia TaKoW MbIIIMHOM
yerryxu!

— Illepbarasi, mocaymiaii, — 3abopmoran OrHerpuB, HamyraHHbIN ee
pPe3KMM TOHOM, HO Lie/IMTe/IbHHULIA U YXOM He TI0Bejia B er0 CTOPOHY.

— ToI cienana Bce Bo3Mo)kHOe! — OyiiieBasia oHa. — Hu ofiHa Kollika He
cnenana Ob1 OombIIIe!

— Ho 3Toro okaszanoce mMano, — OTpelleHHO npou3sHecsa [lemnentomika. —
Oxkakuchb Thl Ha MoeM MecTe, CepeOpsiHKa ocTanach Obl »kvBa!

— C yero TbI 3TO B3sy1a? OTO BeJOMO OLHOMY 3Be3HOMY IlJIeMeHH, a He
Ham ¢ ToOoit. Ox, Ilenesntoliika, TOPOM KOThI MOTUOAIOT ¥ HUKTO HE MOXKET WX
CIacCTH... — LieJINTe/IbHULA U37a/ia KaKOW-TO XPUILIbIU 3BYK — TO JIM CMEILOK,
TO JIA B3/10X, U pofo/mkuia: — Jlaxe s.

— Ho s notepsina ee!

— $1 3Haro. ITO KeCcTOKUM ypok, [Tenentoiiika, — ripor3Hecsa [lepbarasi c
rpy0OoBaThIM COUYBCTBUEM B rosioce. — Ho Befib 1 MHe TIPUXOAWIOCH TePSITh
KOTOB — MHOTrO0, 00Jsibllle, YeM 5 MOTY COCUMTaTb. Y KaXKOTO LieJUTesisl ecTh
cBou norepu. C 3TUM Hazlo cMUPUTHCA. C 3TUM nipuzeTcs xuThb. [IprBbiKan, —
OHa moTtepnack 0 [lenenomKy CBOeM IMOKPHITOU IIpaMaMH LIEKOU M C CUJION
TIOJTOJIKHYJ/IA ee, 3aCTaB/iss MOAHATHCS Ha Jarnbl. — [lonum. Y Hac elje MHOTO
paboThl. Be3yx ornsTh »xanyeTcs Ha 601 B CycTaBax.

Crapyxa mnoBena IlemenomKky K CBoed Tiellepe, HO Ha IIOJIYTH
OCTaHOBWJIaCh U MOCMOTpeJIa yepe3 1jiedo Ha Oruerpusa:

— He 6ecniokoiicss! — miporientasia oHa. — C Heli Bce Oyzer B mnopsizake!



OrHerpuB MpOBOJWI WX IJla3aMW, TOKa 00Oe He CKpbUIUCb B TEMHOTe
paclie/IMHBI.

— Ha IJepbaTyt0 MOXXHO MOJIOKUTHCSI, — pa3Jajcs psiZioM C HUM Uei-To
TUXUU TOJI0C, U, TIOBEPHYBIIWCh, OTHErpyuB yBUZEN MpeaBoAuTe/IbHULy. — OHa
rioMoxkeT [lerestoliike ClIpaBUTHCS C OTYaTHUEM.

Cunsis 3Be3za cujienia Tiepe/i BXO/IOM B IeTCKYI0, 00epHYB JlallkKi XBOCTOM.
Ona BbIVIsifena abCOMIOTHO CIOKOWHOM, OyATO ee He KOCHY/ach BceoOias
cyMaToxa, MofHsTas u3BecTUsiMA 0 cMepTH CepeOpsiHKY 1M He3aKOHHOM JT00BU
KpyTob6oka.

— Cumnss 3Be3fia, — HeyBepeHHO Haday1 OrHerpuB. — UTo Temneps OygeT ¢
KpyTtobokom? Ero >keT Haka3aHue? [IpeBouTe/ibHUIA 3a[yMaiach.

— Iloka s He MOry OTBeTUTb Ha 3TOT BOIIPOC, — CKasaja OHa,
TOMOJTYaB. — MHe HY>KHO TTI0COBeTOBaThCs ¢ Korrem u pyrumMu BOMHAMHU.

— D70 OBITIO CU/TbHEe Hero! — BHe3artHO BhIMaina OTHEerpuB.

— Cu/ibHee Hero, roBOpHUILL? — CBepKHysIa ia3amu CuHss 3Be3na, U B ee
rosioce OTHerpuB yC/bIlllan THEB, KOTOPOro >kjgan u Oosicsi: — OH He cmor
repecUnuThL cebsi, Korjia TipeJjaBa CBoe TuieMsi, BcTpeuasick ¢ Cepebpsinkoii?!
Mory obemiate Tebe TOMBKO OAHO, — MAo0aBW/Ia TpeABOAUTENbHUIIA UYTh
CTIOKOMHee: — $1 HUYero He CTaHy MNpeANpPUHUMATh, IOKAa OH He OMpPaBUTCS OT
noTpsiceHusi. Mbl 1OJDKHBI KakK cieffyeT o0fymarb 3TOT CTyuai.

— Ho Begb Thl He yauB/eHa, npaBga? — cripocun OrHerpvB, He Beps
coOcTBeHHOM cmeniocTu. — Heyxkenu Thl 3Hana?

OH 1mouTH He pacCUMTHIBA/ Ha OTBET, [TIO3TOMY He yAuUBWJICS, Korga CUHSS
3Be3za rmomosivajia, He CBOJASA C Hero MpUCTajbHOro B3rsffa. B miasax ee oH
TIpoyesl MyZpOCTb U YTO-TO IIOXOXKee Ha TOCKY.

— Pasymeercs, g 3Hama, — HakoHel| rnpoMonsuia CuHssa 3Be3ga. —
[TpenBoauTebHUIA 00si3aHA 3HATh O TaKWUX Bellax. Hey)kemu Thl Jymaellib, UTO
Ha CoBeTax s Obu1a crerma?!

— Ho Torpa... [loueMy ke ThbI He I10/I0)KW/Ia BCEMY 3TOMY KOHeL[?

— $1 Hagmesnach, uto KpyTOOOK camM BCIIOMHUT O CBOeM [jo/ire Tiepe[
rieMeHeM, — otBetWwia CuHasa 3Be3ga. — Ewm ke Her... S mpekpacHO
TOHUMaJia, UTO OTHOLIEHWUS 3TM He MOTYT MPOJO/KaTbCsi BeyHO. PaHO wWiu
M03/1HO UM ObLT ObI TIONIOXKeH KoHel|. Pa3ymeeTcsi, s U MO/[yMaTh He MOIJIa, UTO
9TOT KOHel]| OyzieT Tak ykaceH! BripoueM, si He 3Haw, Kak KpyTo6ok cmor ObI
CMHUPUTBCS C TEM, UTO €T0 JIeT Oy[yT pacTH BOMHAMM JIPYTOro TJIeMeHH .

— Tb1 nyume Apyrux rnoHMMaelllb, KAKOBO 3TO, BEPHO? — COPBAJIOCh C
s3blka OrHerpuvBa, IpexxJe yeM OH ycCIiesa IoayMmarb. — Beap ofHaxabl 3TO
ciyunsiock ¢ Toboit! — CuHsisi 3Be3/a 3aMepsia, B I7la3aX ee CBEPKHY/ THEB.
OrHerpuB BeCb CheKWJICS, HO B C/IeAYIOLLYIO CeKYH/ly MpeBOJUTe/IbHMLIA CHOBA



pacciabuack, THEB ee MCYe3, a B3IVIsA[, CTa/l TOCK/IMBLIM U 33/[yMUHBbIM.
— 3HauuT, Thl 000 BCeM Jl0rajiajics, — THUXO CKasajia oHa. — $ Tak u
nymana. /1a, Oraerpus. Kamenb 1 HeBuiriMKa Kor/ja-To ObI/TH MOWMM [JI€THMHU.



I'maBa XXIII

— TIlovizem, — mnpukasana CuHsis 3Be3fa, ¥ MeZJIeHHO [BHUHY/IACh uepe3
narepb K cBoel neiepe. OrHerpyuBy HUYero He 0CTaBal0Ch, KAK [TOBUHOBATHCSI.
3aiiiga BHYTpPb, IpeABOJUTE/IbHHMLIA Bejesa eMy CeCTb, a caMa yCTpOW/lach Ha
TIO/ICTUIIKE.

— Kak MHOT0 ThbI 3Haelllb? — CIPOCH/Ia OHa, YCTPEMUB Ha HETO IbIT/IUBbINA
B3IVISA[| CBOUX CUHUX I71a3.

— $1 3Hato TOJILKO TO, uTO ZKenyab OfHAXK/BI TIpUHEC B PeyHoe 1ieMs [ByX
KOTSIT, poAuBILKXCs B [po3oBoM myiemeHu, — ripobopmoran OrHerpuB. — OH
ckasas1 JIyxuie — KoposieBe, KOTOpasi BLIKOPMUJIA UX, UTO He 3HaeT, KTO UX MaTb
v 0TKyza oHU. CrHsA 3Be3/a KUBHY/IA, [V1a3a ee MOoTeriesy.

— $ 3Hasa, yto JKenynp HUKOrJa He mpejacT MeHs, — IMpollenTasa OHa,
nogHUMasi rojioBy. — OH ObLT OTLIOM MouX KOTST. OO 3TOM Thl He Zorajascs?
OrxHerpuB Ty1o IOKadas roJIOBOM. DTOT0 OH He 3HaJl, XOTs Telepb CTaHOBU/IOCh
TIOHSATHO, roueMy JKesy[b TaK HACTOMUMBO yripailivBas JIy)Kuily 1mo3aboTUThCs
0 6eCrIOMOIIHBIX MaJIbIIlIaXx.

— Ho Kak Bce 3TO MpOU301II0? — COPOCHI OH. JIt0OOIBITCTBO 3aCTaBUIIO
ero 3abbITh O BCSIKOW OCTOPOXXHOCTU. — Beab XKenyap He Kpan uXx, Tpapia?
CuHss 3Be3za € 0ca/ioM MolLlIeBeIna yilaMu.

— Pasymeercsi, HeT! — B ee m1a3ax OrHerpuB Mpouyes Takyr 00jb, UTO
HEBOJIbLHO CMyTWICd. OH U IpejCcTaBUTh He MOI, KaKhe MYKHU Tep3aroT AYLIly
npeasoguTenbHULBI ['po3oBoro miemeHu! — JKenyap He Kpan Kotar. H cama
orfana ux emy. OrHerpus U3yMJ/ieHHO BbITapaljui I/a3a. He roBopst HA CJ10Ba,
OH >KJ1aJ1 ee 0OBSICHEHHIA.

— Moe BouHCKoe umMsi Obis10 CHHerprBKa, — Hauaja CBOM paccka3 CuHsist
3Be3ma. — Tak ke Kak U Thl, 1 MeuTasa JiMIlb O TOM, YTOObI Bepoil U TpaBoiM
CIy>KUTb CBOeMY IileMeHU... Mbl ¢ JKenygeM BcTpeTunuch Ha CoBeTe, B CaMOM
Hauasie ce3oHa [onbix [lepeBbeB. Haila /0060Bb Anmunack Heposro... Korga s
y3Haja, 4YTO JXAY KOTAT, TO, pasyMeeTCs, pelluia BbIpaCTUTb WX B CBOEM
rieMeHd. HUKTO HUKOT/Ia He cripaliiBai MeHsi 00 OTLje MOUX JleTell.

— Ho kak xe... — Hadasn 6b110 OrHerpuB. ['1a3a CuHelt 3Be3/bl CMOTpeU
KYy/la-TO BJjaJib, CJIOBHO OHA MbITaacCh 3ar/IIHyTh B Jjajiekoe MpOoLLIoe.

— W B 5T0 Bpems Haul rawarad, Kapui, pervn yuTu Ha Mokou. Sl
TIOHs/Ia, YTO MHe TIpef0CTaB/IseTCs OT/IMYHAss BO3MOXKHOCTb 3aHATH €ro MecCTO.
Haiir tenutesnib cpa3y Ckasas, 4To 3Be3fHOe TiieMsi 0c000 6/1aroBO/IUT KO MHe.
Ho s mpekpacHO TOHMMasa, YTO HUKakoe TuieMsi He u30epeT B IvalllaTau



KOPMSILLYIO KOPOJIEBY.

— W TBI pelvsia 0TKa3aTbCs OT KOTAT?! — He Beps CBOUM YyIllaM CIIPOCHJI
OrHerpus. — Heyxe/u Tbl He MOIVIa JOXKAATbCs, [IOKA OHU MOAPACTyT U CTaHYT
y4YeHUKaMu?

— OT10 OBUIO HerpocToe pellleHre, — TUX0 oTBeTWla CuHsSSA 3Be3ja, U
rosioc ee copBasicsi. — B ToT rop ce3oH lonbix [lepeBbeB Bbifiaicsi 0Co00
CypoBbIM. Bce 11eMs rosiofasno, U y MeHs He XBaTajio MOJIOKa [/I1 MOUX KOTAT. ..
f 3Hanma, uto B PeuHom miemenu um Oyzer syuiiie. B To Bpemsi peka eilie
Kulliesia ppiooi, a PeuHbie KOThI He 3HaJIM, UTO TaKOe T'OIO.

— Ho Beab ThI HaBcerga rorepsiia Ux... — OTrHerpuB 3a XMYPWJICS OT
COCTpaZlaHusl K CBOEM TpeiBOAUTEe/IbHHULIE.

— OrnerpuB! He Tebe 00BSICHSITh MHEe, HAaCKOJBKO TSDKEbIM OBLIO 3TO
pemieHre! MHOro Houeu 1 He COMKHYyJIA IV1a3, PasMbILUISS O TOM, Kak CjaefyeT
noctynuTh. Yto OyzeT nyutiie /st KOTAT? UTo syuilie /i1 MeHS... U UTO JIy4llie
[/ MOero Ti/IeMeHU?

— Ho, HaBepHOe, B mieMeHU ObUIM U [Ipyrve BOWHBI, MeUTaBIIMe CTaTh
ramaragmu’? — crpocun Orderpus. EMy 10 cUX IOp He XOTeJIoCh BepUTh B TO,
yro CuHss 3Be3fa TpUHECTA POJAHBLIX JleTeli B >KepTBy COOCTBEHHOMY
yeCTos00uIO.

CuHsis 3Be3/1a rop/io BCKMHY/IA 10100pO/IOK.

— Pasymeetcsi, 6pi. Be1 Octposan. OTAWUYHBIM BOMH — Xpabpbiil U
oueHb cuibHbIM. Ho Bcsa Gefa B ToM, uTO Jit0Oyr0 TIpOO/eMy OH CTPeMUJICS
pelarb TOJbKO CUJION... OH He BU/e/l MHOTO BbIXO/d, KPOMe BOWHBI WX JIPaKH.
3HauuT, s [A0/DKHa Oblla TIO3BOMUTH €My CTaThb [VialllaTaeM, a 3areM W
ripeIBOJMTe/IeM, U BBEPrHYTh MOe TIJIeMsl B HeHY>KHble BOMHBI? — OHa I'PyCTHO

rokavasia roioBoii. — OH morub, Kak >Xui... ITO CIYYUIOCh 32 HECKOJbKO
Ce30HOB /I0 TOTO, KakK ThI TIpUIlIes B Hallle TjieMs. Haman Ha matpysib PeuHoro
nieMeHd — U noru6. [Jo camMoro mocjaefHero AHsS OH OCTaBajCs JUKAM U

HeoOy3manHbpiM. HeT, OrHerpuB. §1 He Moryla TO3BO/IUTb €My YHHUTOXXUTD
['po3oBoe 1iems.

— TbI cama nepeana xotat Kenyzaro?

— [Ha. {1 Bce pacckasasa emy Ha ofHOM U3 COBETOB, ¥ OH COIVIACWIICS CO
MHOU. OfHaXKIbl HOUBID $I BBICKO/b3HYJIa W3 Jlarepsd U OTHeCJda KOTST K
Harpetbim Kamusim, rae MeHst xkgan 2Kenyab. OH B3sUT BOMX Y3 HUX U MepeHeC

yepe3 peky. — [IBoux? — usymsieHHO nepecripocun OrHerpuB. — PasBe ux
6bu10 OosbITIE?!

— Tpoe, — ckopbHO HarHysa rosioBy CuHsisi 3Be3/1a, ¥ TOIOC ee CTaa Tak
TuX, uto OrHerpuB efBa pa3bupan caoBa. — TpeTWil KOTEHOK OKa3acs

CJTUIIIKOM CJ1a0 AJIA TAKOI'O ITyTelleCTBUA. OH yMep. YMep Y ME€HS Ha I[Vld3dX, Y



peKu. ..

— Ho urto ThI cka3ana cBoemy rieMeHu? Kak 00bsicHM/IAa Mcue3HOBeHUe
KOTAT? — ObIcTpo cripocus OrHerpuB. TOMBKO Tereph OH BCIIOMHWJI, KakK Ha
CoBete JlocKyT ynoMuHajd O CTpallHOW 3uMe, B KoTopyro CuHsiga 3Be3ja
«M0Tepsiyia» CBOUX KOTST.

— 41... 5 mo3aborunack 0 ToM, UTOOBI BCe BBIMVISZIENI0, OYATO MX yKpas
KaKOM-TO KPYIHBIN XMIIHUK — JMca uin 6apcyk. [lepes yxomoMm s Ipophlia Xof
T10J] 3eMJIeH, a B IJIEeMeHH CKasaja, YTo MOLIa OXOTUTHCS, TTI0KA KOTATa Crau. ..
— OHa BCA jJpoxana, u OrHerpMB HEBOJIbHO TOAYyMaJsl, UTO TIPU3HAHUE B
CcOoOCTBeHHOW JDKU [1a/ioCh TIPeABOAUTENbHUIE TpYyJHee, ueM pacCTaBaHUe C
JKU3HBIO.

[IBakibl OH OBLT CBUETE/IEM TOrO, KaK OHA Tepsijla )KMU3HH, ¥ MOT' CKa3aTh
3TO HaBepHsKa.

— Bce mieMs oTmpaBW/IOCh Ha IIOMCKH, — MPOJOJ/DKAla paccKasbiBaThb
Cunsas 3Be3ga. — { TOXe mpuHMMasa B HUX Yydyactue... Bce 1uiems
COYYBCTBOBAaJI0O MHE, — OHA YPOHWJIA I'0JIOBY Ha BBITSAHYTHIE Jianbl, U OTHerpus,
3a0bIB, UTO TIepe]; HUM TMpeABOJUTENbHUIIA, OPOCUICS K Hel W NPUHSIICA
JIACKOBO /113aTh YIIIHN.

OH CcHOBa BCIIOMHUJ/I CBOW COH U 0e3/IMKyI0 KOpOJieBY, KOTOpasi ucuesna,
OCTaBUB CBOUX JleTeli 6eCIIOMOIITHO TI/IakaTh B O/[uHOYeCTBe. BHauasie OH /iymar,
yTo eMy cHuIach CepeOpsiHKa, HO Terephb MOHsI, UTO KOPOJIeBO Mor/ia ObITh U
Cunsisi 3Be3fia. DTOT COH MOXKHO OBbLIO TOJKOBaTh U KakK MPOPOUYECTBO, U Kak
BOCIIOMHHAHHUE. ..

— 3aueMm ThI paccKasaja MHe Bce 3T0? — crpocun oH. [IpeaBogurenbHULIA
TIO/IHSI/Ia TOJIOBY, U B IV1a3ax ee Obla Takasi CKOpOb, UTO OH e/lBa 3aCTaBuU/I cebs
He OTBeCTH B3IVIS],.

— MHoro-mMHoOro [JHeii si cTapanach 3a0bITh O CBOMX JIeTAX, — OTBETHU/IA
Cunsin  3Be3ga. — $1 cranma riamiataeMm, TOTOM MeHsS  u30panu
rpefiBoWTe/IbHULIEN. 1 3Har0, UTO Hy)KHa CcBoeMy IieMeHW. Ho B mocnenHee
BpeMs C/IyUYWJIOCh CJIMILIKOM MHOTO COBIaJeHul... CHauasia HaBOJHeHUe, II0TOM
HecuacThbsl, oOpyumBIIMecss Ha PeuHoe rmiemsi, a TMOCAe 3TOT0 — TBOU
1oz03peHud.... Tbl TIpOM3HEC BCIyX TO, O 4YeM s [aBHO 3Hana.... Bce
TOBTOPUW/IOCh, U CErofiH Ha CBET CHOBA TMOSBWIMCH [BO€ KOTAT, B >KU/ax
KOTOPbIX TeueT KpOBb I'po3oBoro u PeuHoro msiemMeH. B0O3MOXHO, Terepb
CMOTYy TOCTYIIUTh My/ZIpee, yeM MOCTYIIU/Ia TOr/a.

— Ho nouemy TbI pacckasajia UMeHHO MHe? — 1OBTOpWJ1 OTHerpus.

— IToTomy 4TO MHe JABHO XOTEJ/IOCh, UTOOBI KTO-TO Y3Ha/l BCIO MpaBAy, —
cierka nomopiguiace Cunsig 3Be3na. — f mozgymasia, 4TO Thl JIyullle APYTUX
CMOJKeIllb TIOHSATh MeHs. IloBepb, OBIBAalOT CHUTyal[dd, W3 KOTOPBIX HET



JIOCTOMHOIO BBIXO/A.

BriepBbie B u3Hu OrHerpuB He ObL1 roTOB 6e30roBOpOYHO BCTaTh Ha
CTOPOHY CBO€H MpeABOAUTeNbHULIBL. B ayie y Hero Bce cmeranock. C ofHOM
CTOPOHBI, OH OTJIMYHO Mpe/cTaB/sii cebe 1OHYHO CHUHErpPUBKY — OTBa)KHYIO,
OTYasiHHO YeCTOJI0OMBYIO, OJIEP)KUMYI0 CTPEMJIEHHWEeM MPUHECTH T0Jib3y CBOUM
coOpaTksiM ¥ TOTOBYO TIOWTH Ha HEMBIC/IMBIe YKepTBbI paau Osara riiemenu. Ho
ceryac repezi HUM CH/iesia HecyaCTHasi MaTh, 10 CUX [Op CTPaZaroLas o JeTsM,
OT KOTOPBIX OTKa3asiaCcb MHOIO JIeT Ha3a/. A caMoe I[VIaBHOe, OH BIIepBble IOHA,
yto CuHsisi 3Be37a Obljla MPUPOXKAeHHBIM BoxK/jeM. OHa cJiesiazia To, UTo CUhTasia
TIPaBUILHBIM, U B OZIMHOUECTBe Hecsia CBOIO 00/b U OTUasiHUe.

— ¥ HuKOMy He ckaxy! — mokyisics OrHerpus. OH IpeKpacHO MOHUMaJI,
Kakoe /loBepue OKasajia eMy IpeBojuTesibHULa [ p030BOro rjiemeHu.

— Cnacu6o, OrHerpuB, — TPOCTO 0TO3Basach OHa. — Briepeau Hac Bcex
JKIOYT TsDKesible BpemeHa. [InemeHU He HY)XHbI HOBble MOTpsceHUsi, — CHHAA
3Be3/a MoiHsAMACh U TIOTSHY/MACh, OyTO TOJMBKO UTO MpoOyAuIach OTO CHa. — A
Tereps 1 0/KHA MOroBOpUTh € KorteM. A Thbl 6eru, pa3biiiy CBOETo /Ipyra.

CosHLIe yKe Hayaa0 OIyCKAaTbCsAd 3a JieCc, IpeBpaThB peKy B JIeHTYy
pacIuiaB/lieHHOTo OrHs, korga OrHerpuB BepHysnca K Harpetsim Kamuswm.
KpyTo00K, CropOuBIIINCH, CHU/ieN BO3/ie KJIOUKAa CBE)KeBCKOIIAHHOW 3eM/M U, He
OTPbIBAsICh, CMOTPeJI Ha CBEPKAIOLLIYIO BOAY.

— $1 moxopoHun ee Ha Oepery, — rpoienTan OH, kKorja OrHerpus
HeC/IBIIIHO TIpubnu3uics u cen psisomM. — OHa Bceraa atobuna peky. — OH
3aTliPOKUHY/T TOJIOBY U TOCMOTpeJ B He0o, T/ie y)Ke Hauald 3a)KUTaThCs TiepBbie
3Be3bl CepebpsiHoii [Tosiockl. — Ternepb OHa OXOTUTCS BMeCTe CO 3Be3[HBIM
IjleMeHeM, — TUXO MporoBopwi OH. — HacraHeT [eHb, Korjza s BHOBb
BCTPEUYCh C HeM, U TOrJja HacC y>Ke HUUTO He Pa3/yuuT.

Y OrnHerpuBa c>kanoch cepie. OH Momua npukancs K KpyToOoky, u oHU
Jl0JITO CHJIe/IV B TULLIMHE, IV Ha yracarollvi KPOBaBbIi 3aKar.

— Kyza To1 oTHec KoTaT? — Hapyiwi MomyaHue KpyTtobok. — Ux Hazo
TIOXOPOHUTH psizioM ¢ CepeOpsiHKOM.

— IMoxopouuts?! — Tymo noBropusi OrHerpuB. — KpyTo0ok, pa3Be Thl He
sHaemb? OHM >kuBbl! KpyToOOK pasuHyn potr. Ero mortyxinme r1a3a Ha
MIHOBEHMe 03apU/IUCh.

— Onwu xuBbI?! CepeOpsIHKUHBI JI€TH... MOU JIeTH — >KUBbI?! OTHerpus,
CKa)XU MHe, I/ie OHU?

— B I'po3oBoM miiemenu, — oTBeTw1 OTHerpuB, TOPOIUIUBO OO/M3bIBas
Jipyra. — 3/1arolieika KOpMUT KXx!

— Ho oHa He fio/pkHa. .. Heyxenu? Pa3Be oHa He 3HaeT 1ipo CepeOpsiHKY?

— Bce mnnemsi 3HaeT, — HeoxoTHO OypkHyn OrHerpuB. — KoroTb



no3abotusicsi 06 3Tom. Ho 3naroieiika HU B 4eM He BUHUT TBOMX KoOTsAT! U
Cunsisa 3Be3fa Toxke... O HuUX OyayT 3a00TUTCS, OHU BBIPACTYT 37I0PDOBBIMU U
CU/IbHBIMU, TIOBEPB!

KpyToO0OK HeyK/HoKe BCKOUM/I, TIOC/Ie JJOJTOM HermoABUKHOCTH Jiarlbl TI/I0X0
C/lyliaauck ero. B rnaszax ero OrHerpuB TMpoyesl COMHeHUe, Kak OyaATo
HeCUaCTHbIM HHKAaK He MOr TIOBepUTb B TO, 4TO ['po30Boe memsi mpumer
HEe3aKOHHBIX KOTHT.

— §1 xouy yBuzerTs ux!

— Torga nmoum! — Bckounn OrHerpuBs, 60siCh, uTo ApyT nepeaymaet. OH
Jla)ke He pacCuvThiBajl Ha TO, uTo KpyToOOK 3axoueT Tak CKOPO BEPHYThCS B
cBoe 1iemsi. — CuHsist 3Be3/ia Moc/aia MeHst 3a To60i!

OH aBUHY/CSA Briepel; yepe3 TemHewolui Jyiec. KpyTobok momua riiescs
€331, TO U [Iefi0 OIisAIbIBasiCh Ha3aZl, Kak OyJTO HUKAaK He MOT OCTaBUThb B
oguHouecTBe cBotO CepeOpsiHKy. OH mMomnuas, U OTHerpuB pelni 0CTaBUTh ero
HaeJjiHe C BOCIIOMHUHAHUSIMU.

Jlareps BcTpeTun uX OObIYHOIN BeuepHeM cyerou. Kak Bcerjla B TeTbIid
BECEHHWI Beyep, BOWHbI U YUEHUKH BBICBINAJA Ha TOJSHY. Bypeii u [IbiM
Y)KUHa/IM B KyCTax KparnuvBbl, BecHsiHka ¥ llapanka roHsiiMce Apyr 3a JpyroMm
niof;, mpucMoTpoM brictposnana. Kortsi u CuHeit 3Be3/ibl HUTZe He ObLIO BUHO.

OruerpuB c obnerueHvieM riepeBes Ayx. OH BCIO [JOpPOTYy MeuTal O TOM,
ytobbl KpyTOoOOKa OCTaBW/IM B TMOKOe, XOTs Obl B TepBbIi MOMEHT, KOrjla OH
TIOW/IeT TIOCMOTPeTb Ha KOTST. bosibiile Bcero Ha cBeTe OH OOS/ICS, UTO BOWHBI
HabpOCATCS HAa HeTOo C yIpeKaMu ¥ 0OBUHEHUSIMU.

OHH yrKe MOYTH JOUUIA [0 [JeTCKOM, Korja nyTb UM Tperpaguia [lecuanas
Bypsi. OHa pe3Kko ocTaHOBU/IACh, epeBo/ist B3risiy ¢ KpyToboka Ha OrHerpuBa u
cHoBa Ha KpyTo6okKa.

— [obOpeiii Beuep! — mpuBeT/IMBO T0370pOBasicsi OrHerpuB, CTapasch
Jenath BUj, OyATO HUUETO He TPOM30ILI0. — MBI UieM MOCMOTPEeTh Ha KOTSIT.
YBuauMcs romnosxxe, JaJHO?

— C T1oboit Mbl yBUAMMCS, — psiBKHysna [lecuaHass Byps, ucnemnensis
KpyToOoKa HeHaBUASAIMM B3MIAA0M. — TO/NBKO TIOCTapaiicsi cfenaTh Tak,
yTOOBI OH Zlep>KasiCsi OT MeHsI MofiaJIbIlle, — UM OHa TOIIIa TIPOUb, BLICOKO TIOJHSIB
TOJIOBY Y XBOCT.

Y OrxerpuBa ynano cepate. OH TMpeKpacHO TIOMHWI, C KakKOU
BPaXK/]eOHOCTHI0 OTHOCWIACh K HeMy IlecuaHasi Bypsi paHbiiie, KOTZIa OH TOJBKO
BCTYNuA B TiieMs. E¥ moTrpe6GoBaiocb MHOTO BpeMeHU [Jisi TOTO, UTOObI
W3MEeHUTh CBOe OTHolleHue... Kak gonro oHa OyfeT Tereph HEHaBUJETh
KpyTtoboka? [Ipyr rpuKas yIiu K 3aTbUIKY.

— OHa He x0ueT, UT0OBI s OCTaBasCs 3/|eCh... VIl HUKTO He 3aXoyer...



— $1 xouy! — rpomko ckaszan OrHerpuB, CTapasicb, UTOObI T'0JIOC €ro
3Byuas Kak MOXXHO TBepyKe. — [1011/11 MoCMOTPUM Ha TBOUX KOTSIT!



I'maBa XXIV

OrxerpuB repernpairvBaa ¢ OAHOrO KaMyllKa Ipsifbl Ha JIPyrou, a BOKPYr
ObicTpO Hecnach Bofa. [1aBOAOK OTCTYNMWI, WU KaMHU CHOBA CTald BU/HBI
Hacran cnepytoiuii geHb nocsie KoHUWHbI CepeOpsiHKU, HeOO ObLIO cepbiM,
HaKparbIBajl MeJKUM AOKIUK, Kak OyaTo 3Be3qHOe TiieMsi TOXKe OIJIaKUBAJIo
MOJIOZYHO KOPOJIEBY.

OrHerpuB nepebupascs uepe3 peky, YToObl co00IIUTL PeuHomy riiemeHU O
cveptu CepebpsiHkyd. OH He cripocus paspeitieHusi y CuHell 3Be3[bl, OH He
CKaszajl O CBOEM pelleHWH HU OJHOMY KOTy B IUIEMeHH, a TPOCTO THUXOHBKO
BBICKOJ/Ib3HY/T U3 jarepst U nobexan K peke. OH 3Ha/n TOMBKO TO, uTo PeuHoe
1JieMsi UMeeT MpaBO y3HaTh IpaBAy, HO TpPeKpacHO MOHUMas, 4To B I'po3oBOM
TIJIeMeHU C HUM BPSif JTU KTO-HUOY/Ib COT/IaCUTCS.

Mo6paBiivch [0 TIPOTUBOMONIOKHOTO Oepera, OTHerpyMB OCTaHOBWICS U
3a/ipaj roJIOBY, MPUHIOXMBAasCh. [1ouTH cpa3y OH yuysyl CBEKWW 3amax, a erje
yepe3 MIHOBEHME U3 3apOC/iel MaropOTHUKA BbIHBIPHYJI MaJleHbKUU T0I0CaThIN
KOTUK.

YBuger OrHerpyBa, OH 3amep, TMOpPaKeHHbIM, a 3aTeM peLIUTeIbHO
JBUHYJICS BIlepe/,.

— Tb1 OrHerpuB, BepHO? — CIPOCKT OH. — $1 TIOMHIO TeOsi C TMPOIIIOTo
Coserta. UTo ThI /le/1aelllb Ha Halllel CTOPOHe peKu?

KoTtuk crapasicsi roBOpUTh COMMAHO, HO OTHErpyB SIBHO Y/IOBUJI TPEBOTY U
BOJIHEHME B €ro rosoce. Buaumo, 3To ObLT He BOWH, a Y4YeHWK, KOTOPBIi
YyBCTBOBaJI ce0si OueHb HeyBePEeHHO B/Ia/ii OT CBOEro HaCTaBHUKA.

— § mpuien He IUMMOHUTL W He Cpa)kaTbCsd, — YCIIOKOW/ ero
OrHerpuB. — MHe HY>XHO 1oroBoputh ¢ HeBugumkoi. Tel He MOT ObI TIPUBECTU
ee croga?

YueHuK 3akosiebasicsi, BUAHO ObIZIO, UTO €My OUeHb XQUeTCs BO3pPa3UThb
yykaky. OJHaKO TpUBbIYKA TMOBUHOBATHLCS IMPHUKAa3aM BOWHOB B3sjla BepX Ha[
yMPSIMCTBOM, M MaJIbIlll TIOMYasicsi TIo 6epery B CTOPOHY jarepsi PeuHbIxX KOTOB.
OrHerpvB TpPOBOJW/ €ro B3MVIsA0M U BcKapaOkascs Ha Geper. Tam oH Haiien
YKPOMHO€ MeCTeUKO B [AallOPOTHUKAX U y/ercs xzaarb HeBuguMmKy.

JKnate mpuUIiock [10/ro, HO HaKOHeI| OH YBH/e/l 3HAKOMYH0 romayboBaTo-
cepyto (UrypKy, ObICTPO HeCyIIyIOCsl eMy HaBCTpeuy. «51 y3Has ee, IOTOMY UTO
oHa noxoxa Ha CuH0OK 3Be3ny!» — HeBO/JBHO moayMan OH. K cuacTero,
KopojieBa Tmpwuiiyia ofHa. Korja oHa OCTaHOBW/IACh, YTOObI TIPUHIOXAThCS,
OrHerpvB TUXOHBKO OK/IMKHYJI €€ U3 CBOerO YKPBITUS:



— HeBuaumka! Tlogaumarics cropa! HeBuauMka moBesa yilkaMu W B
MI'HOBEHHE OKa 3alllypiiiajia arlopoTHUKAMHU, pobupasick K OTHerpuBy.

— Yro cTpsciock?! — BCTPeBOXKEHHO Cripocuia OHa. — YTo-To C
Cepebpsinkoii? §1 He Buziesia ee co BuepaiiiHero fgHsi! Y OrHerpuBa Oy/TO KOCTb
3acTpsiia B ropje. OH C TPyZAOM CIVIOTHYJI U TUXO CKasal: — HeBujuMmka... Y
MeHsI TUioXue u3BecTusi... MHe Tak »xanib! CepebpsiHKa... oHa ymepna. CoBceM
GIM3KO OH yBU/IEJ ee IIIMPOKO PacraxHyThie TosyOble r71asa.

— YMmepna? — nepecripocuna Hepuaumka. — 3TOro He MoXkeT ObITh! — U

npexxze, yem OTrHerpuB ycresa OTBeTUTb, OHA pe3KOo Bbinanwia: — Heyxenu
KTO-TO U3 BAalllMX BOMHOB BBIC/IeAUI ee?!
— Het! Uto 11! — oTnpsiHyn OrHerpuB. — OHa 6bina y HarpeTbix

Kamueii ¢ KpyTtobokoM, W BApPYr y Hee Haua/MChb CXBaTKW. [louemy-To Bce
MPOLIIO OYeHb IUIOXO... OHA IOoTepsiia MHOIO KPOBU... MBI Jenanyd BCe, UTO
MOIJIY, HO... HeBuMMKa, MHe Tak »Kasb!

Korma OH 3akOHUW/I, KOpoJjieBa TPOMKO, TOPeCTHO B3BbLIa, r0/I0OBa ee
OTKMHY/IaCh, KOI'TH OECITOMOII[HO pBaHy/M 3emMIt0. OrHerpyuB OpOCU/ICS K HeW,
TIPUXKAJICS, UYBCTBYS, KaK JPOXKUT OT HaMpPsDKeHUs KaXkasi MbIliLia B ee Teyie. OH
y>Ke 3HaJl, UTO Ha CBeTe HeT TaKUX CJI0B, YTOOBI yTEIIUTb 00JIb TIOTEpH.

Korga 3amep Tmoc/ieqHWM Y)KaCHbIM KpUK, HeBUAWMKa 4yTb-UyTh

pacciabunacs.
— 1 3Hasa, UTO TO HUYEM XOPOIIMM He KOHUMTCS, — TIPOIIIelTajaa OHa, 1
B rojioce ee He ObUIO HU THEBa, HU OCYXKIEHMs, TOJLKO rOpeub U TOCKa. — S1

Tpocu/a ee He BcTpedaThbcsi ¢ KpyToOoKoM, HO pa3Be OHa Cilyliiana?

A Termepb... 5 He MOTY TTOBEPUTH B TO, UTO OOJIbIIIE HUKOT/IA He YBIKY ee!

— KpyTob60k cxoponun ee y Harpetebix KamHueli, — cka3an OrHerpuB. —
Ec/mi Xouelilb, MO)KeM KaK-HUOYIb BCTPETUTRCS U S TIOKaXKy Tebe ee MOTHUITY.

— §1 6yny ouenb bnarogapHa Tebe, — KuBHY/Ia HeBuAMMKa.

— Ee KkotATa BBDKWIM, — A00aBw OrHErpuB, TMHITasICb XOTh KaK-TO
YTEIIUTh ee.

— Ee koTsTa? — BRINIpsIMUIach HeBuaMMKa.

— [IBoe, — kwuBHY/M OrHerpuB. — OHHM 370pPOBbI W UYBCTBYIOT CeOs
XOpOLIIO.

— HeBusMMKa KuBHYy/a, C KAakKOW-TO CTPaHHON 3aZlyMUMBOCTBIO TVISIASI B
CTOPOHY.

— I'po3oBoe TUIEMST HE OTKAXKETCSI OT HUX M3-3a TOTO, UTO OHH HAIlOJIOBUHY
TIpUHa/yIe)KaT PeuHoMy rijieMeHu?

— OpHa W3 HaIMX KOpPOJIeB KOPMHUT UX, — YCIOKOWI ee OTHerpuB. —
Hamie minemst cepauto Ha KpyTtoboka, HO HMKOMY He TIPUXOAWT B TOJIOBY
TIepeHOCUThL CBOM THEB Ha MaJibIiiiei!



— IlonsTHO, — HeBuaumka romosyasna, AymMas O 4eM-TO CBOeM, [OTOM
pe3Ko BcTana. — $ Io/KHA BePHYThCS U paccKasaTh 000 BCeM CBOeMY TjieMeHHU.
Onu elije HUUeTo He 3HatOT 0 KpyToboke. [IpocTo He Mpe/iCTaB/IsIIO, UTO 51 CKaXKy
Meteopy!

OrHerpuB IpeKpacHO MOHUMAJ/ ee UyBCTBa. MHOrve B3pOC/ble KOThI He
TIpU3HaBa/iM CBOUX feTel, HO MeTeop Obl1 UcKpeHHe TipuBsi3aH K CepeOpsiHKe.
Terneps ckopOb 10 yMepitielt fouepu OyzeT HaBCeTa oMpadeHa /ijissi HeTO THEBOM
Ha TO, UTO OHa MOCMeJia TpefiaTh CBOe rieMsi, momobus Kpytoboka. HeBuanmka
nackoBo nu3Hyna OrHerpuea B Jo0.

— Cnacubo Tebe, — mienHysna oHa. — Criacubo, 4To TpuIlies: U paccKasai
MHe.

C >TvMM JIOBaMM OHa MOBEPHY/IACh M BBINIPBbITHYJ/IA W3 TAlOPOTHUKOB.
OrHerpuvB TIOAOXKAAJd, TMOKAa OHA CKPOeTCS M3 IJa3, IIOTOM BBICKOYM/ Ha
TIpUOPEXKHYI0 TasbKy U TTobexxast 1o KaMeHHOM Ipsijie B CBOM Jiarepb.

OrnerpuB 1ipocHy/csi OT ronoga. COHHO BIVISIABIBAsCh B IOJIyMpakK
Teliepbl, OH 3amMeTWI, uTo KpyToOoK yxe MOKWHY1 cBoe MecTo. «Onsith! —
pa3zapakeHHO rnogyman OrHerpuB. — OmnsiTh cbexan kK cBoeit CepebpsiHke!» U
TYT OH BCIIOMHUJL. . .

[Tporwo yxxe ABa paccBera nocjie cMeptu CepebpsiHky. HUKTO 13 BOWHOB,
kpoMe OrHerpuBa u byporo, He pa3roBapuBan ¢ KpyToOOKOM U He XOWUI C HUM
B marpynupoBaHue, Ho CuHsis 3Be3fla Bce ellle He OObsiBUIA TUIEMEHU O TOM,
Kakoe Haka3aHue Oy/ieT HaJloXKeHO Ha BUHOBHOTO.

OrHerpuvB MOTSHYJICS U 3eBHY/. Bcro HOub BO3HS U THxuit miau KpyTtoboka
Mellla/ii eMy YCHYTb, HO He OeccOHHasi HOUb Oblia IPUUMHOM ero Io/laB/IeHHOTO
HacTpoeHusi. OrHerpuB ObLT B OTYAasiHUU, TMIOTOMY 4YTO TiJIeMsi HUKAaK He MOTIJIO
OTIPaBUThCSI OT yjjapa, HaHeCeHHOro u3BectveM 00 u3meHe Kpyrtoboka. OH
3a/lbIxasicsi B YAyLIIMBOW atmocdepe BceoOiero HezpoBepus. OH cTpajar,
TIOTOMY YTO BMECTO O)KMBJIEHHOUM OOJITOBHM B Jjiarepe Terepb Ljapuia yrpromas
TUIIIMHA, HUKTO He IITYTWU/I U He BbUTU3bIBa APYT ApPYyry OoKa.

3actaBuB cebsi BCTPAXHYTbCs, OTHETPUB BBICKOJB3HY/ U3 TIellepbl U
riofiolies1 K Kyue cBexkeil efibl. COJTHIIE CTOSIZIO Y>Ke BBICOKO, Jiareph ObLT BecCh
3a/IUT 30/I0TUCTBIM CBeTOM. OTHerpuB y)Ke HarHy/ics HaJ, KydyeW, Kak BApYT
yCJ/IbIIIa] TPOMKHM TOOCOK:

— Orsxerpus! OrHerpuB! OH o6epHyJicsi. VI3 1eTCKOM uepe3 MOMSIHY K HEMY
6exxan O6mauko. YepHoOypka M OCTajibHbIe KOTATA €/lBa TIOCTIEBA/M 3a HUM,
11eCcTBYe 3aMbiKasa CuHssg 3Be3a.

— OrderpuB! —  3ambIXaBUIMCh, BbIZIOXHYA  OO6nauko, pe3Ko
OCTaHaBJ/IMBAsICh Mepes; HUM. — A 51 CKOpPO CTaHy y4eHUKOM! fl CcTaHy yueHUKOM
npssMo cervac! OrHerpuB BBIDOHWI CBOKW MbIIKY. Bocrtopr warsbia



pasBecesii/ ero, U OH HEeBOJIBHO CMYTHWJICS, TIOTOMY YTO 3a BCeMM IOC/IeJHUMU
CoOBITHSIMU COBCeM 3a0b11 0 ToM, uT0 O6/1auKy UCTIOTHUIOCH IIeCTh JIyH.

— Tbl, pa3ymeercs, 3axouellb CTaTb €ro HaCTaBHUKOM, OTrHerpmuB? —
cnpocuna mnopomenmas CuHsisi 3Be3na. — Tebe [JaBHO mopa B3SITb HOBOTO
yueHuka. Tbl ominuHO pabotan c¢ ITamoOpOTHUKOM, XOTS OH U He ObLT TBOUM
YUYEHUKOM.

— Cnacubo! — orBeTun OrHerpuB, MOJILIIIEHHO OMycKasi rofioBy. [ToxBana
Cuneti 3Be3/ibl Oblia MPUSITHA, OIHAKO OH HUKAK He MOT 3a0bITh O CBOE MepBoii
yuenutle. [Ipomuio cToMBKO BpeMeHW, HO OH TIPOJO/DKal BUHUTH cebsi B
Tpareauu c [enemomikoii. C O6maukoM oH OyzeT Aep>kaTh YXO BOCTPO U HU 3a
YTO He JOMYCTUT TaKoro!

— 1 6yny crapatbcs syuiiie Bcex! — moo6erian O61auko, BOCTOPXKEHHO
xJionas ryia3eHKaMu. — §1 Oyzy JydiiimM yuyeHUKOM Ha cBeTe!

— M1 06 3TOM no3abotumcst! — mooberana Cunsst 3Be3za, a HepHoOypka
BeCesio 3aypuaJia.

— OT Hero HM JHeM, HA HOUbK) HeT TIOKOsi! — TiOXKasioBajiaCh OHa,
mobyscb CBOMM mpueMbiiieM. — $1 yBepeHa, UTO OH TOKaXeT cebsi C camMoii
nyuiieli cropoHbl! OH TakoW CWIbHBIM W yMHBIM. OO06/auko pacCIibIICS OT
cuactbsi. «Iloxoke, OH CMMPWICA CO CBOMM MPOUCXOXKAEHUEeM, — I0AyMaJl
OrnerpuB. — HO OH OueHb 3aHOCUYMB... [IpaBUIBHO /1M S TIOCTYNUJI, TIPUHECH
ero B CBOe TUIeMs?» — B KOTOPbIM pa3 cripocusn OH cebs. OH TpeKpacHo
TIOHMMAJI, YTO 3TOT YYeHUK [JJOCTaBUT eMy HemMaJslo XJIOMOT.

— $1 oOwsiBASIIO O6I1lee cobpaHue, — cka3zana CuHsisi 3Be3/ja, yCTPeMIISISICh
K Broicokoii Ckane. ITocnemHuii pa3 TokocuBIMch Ha OrHerpuBa, O61auko
robexxas cjiefioM, a ero Ha3BaHble OPAaTUILIKUA U CECTPEHKU 3aCeMeHU/TH 3a HUM.

— OrHerpuB, — TUXO CKa3ana YepHoOypka, — I XOTesia CIIPOCUTH Tebst
KO€e O YeM.

OrnerpuB mnofaBus ryOokuit B3m0x. [Toxoxke, ro3aBTpakaTh eMy yAACTCS
TOJILKO TIoC/e 1iepeMoHuu! — [1a? — 310 1o noBogy Kpyrtoboka... S 3Haro,
KaKOBO eMy Celyac, HO Be/lb OH COBCeM He BbIXOAUT U3 JeTckor! OH C yTpa [0
Beuepa JIe)KUT TaM U CMOTPUT Ha CBOUX KOTHT!

[Topori MHe KaXkeTcsl, OH C/IeUT 3a 3JIaTOLLIEeWKOH... BO3MOXHO, Jymaer,
YTO OHa He yC/1euT 3a ero Aetkamu! OH BceM HaM Melllaer.

— Bbl roBopuim emy?

— MBpI nbITanuch HaMeKHYTb. ['OpHOCTalKa Ja)ke CIIPOCWIA €ro, yXX He
cobupaeTcsi 1 OH caM BCKOpe cTaTb KoposeBoii! Ho oH u yxom He moBes!
OrHerpus C co)kajleHMeM IMOCMOTPe/T Ha CBOIO MBILIKY.

— $1 moroBopto ¢ HuM, YepHoOypKa, obeiiiaro. OH U celiuac Tam?

— I'ne »x emy 6bITh! TOpPUUT B ZIETCKOM € caMoro yrpa!



— Ilokmy 1o3oBy ero Ha LiepeMOHUI0! — KpUKHY/I OTHerpuB U MOHeCCs Ha
nosisiHy. JlobexkaB 10 /1eTCKOM, OH ycubiiian ¢ Beicokoii CKasbl TPOMKUM KPUK
Cunel 3Be3/pbl.

IIpoTHCHYBIIMCH CKBO3b BeTKW, OTHerpuB efBa He Cejl OT U3yMJIeHUH,
yBU/leB BbIXoAdlero HaBcTpeuy Kortsa. OH OTIIaTHY/ICSA, MPOITyCKas [vialiarasi.
Yro Korots genaet B getckou?! M TyT OH BCIIOMHU/I TEMHEHBKOT'O T10O/I0CATOT0
ChIHOUKA 37aroieiiku. Bexoaut, oTiioM ee KOTAT Obl1 cam Korots?!

B Teriioli 1eTCKOM YIOTHO TaX/i0 MOJIOKOM. 3J1aTollleiika jie)kana Ha 00Ky B
cBOeM THe3zie, a KpyToOOK CKIOHUJ/ICS HaJ, Hell U COCPeZOTOYeHHO OOHIOXKBAI
KOITOIIAIUXCS KOTAT.

— A OHM TOUHO HaeJarTCsI? — BCTPEBOKEHHO CIPOCU/I OH. — [louemy xe
OHU Takue MajleHbKue!

— Bce HOBOpOX/leHHbIe TakKue, — TepreJrMBO 00bSICHUIA KOpOJeBa. —
CKOpO OHY TOAPACTYT.

OrHerpuB Tiofiolles1 Omke U yCTaBWICA HAa UeTBEpPhIX  KOTST,
COCpeJ0TOYEHHO COCYLUX MaTepuHCKOe MOJIOKO. TOoT, uTo TmoTeMHee,
JNeNCTBUTEbHO ObLT KakK /iBe Karii BoAbl Moxok Ha Korts... Marbiiim
KpyTtoboka ObulM TIOMeHbIlle, OHAKO IIePCTKM WX YK€ BBICOXJU WU
paCIylIWInuCh, TaK UYTO Terlepb OHM HUUEM He OTIMYaJWCh OT OOBIYHBIX
370pOBbIX KOTAT. OpuH Obl1 TeMHO-cepbiM, Kak KpyToOOkK, a BTOpasi —
cepebpuCTOM, BCSA B MaTh.

— Kakue kpacusble! — ripomerntan OrHerpus.

— OH He 3acnyxun Takux pereir! — OypkHyna [opHocTalika,
TIPOTUCKUBASICh K BBIXOAY, UTOOBI TIPUHATH yuacTHe B COOpaHUM.

— He cnyiuaii ee, — MArko ckasasa 3/aTolleliKa, Korja crapliias KopoJsieBa
Bbl/Ie3/1a HapyKy. CK/JIOHUB I'OJIOBY, OHa HEXHO KOCHY/IaCb HOCOM Cepe0pucToro
KOTeHKa. — JTa JieBOUKa BbIpacTeT HACTOsILeN KpacaBuLier, Kak ee MaThb!

— A BApYT oHU YMpPYT? — cozporHyncs KpyTobok.

— OnHu He cobupatoTcsi ymupatb, — TBepAO OTBeTU1 OrHerpuB. —
3/1aTolerka CMOTPHUT 3a HUMH.

KoposieBa € HeXHOCTbIO U BOCTOPIOM CMOTpejia Ha BCeX YeTbIpex
MaJsibllllel, HO BbIIVIsIZeNa OHa yCTajol W usMyueHHou. [lop cuny mm eu
BbI[1ECTOBaTh YeTBepbiX KOTAT? OrHerpuB C yCU/IMeM OTOTHajl 3Ty MbIC/Ib. OH
TIOHMMaJI, uTo 3/aroiielika, Kak yitobasi MaTh, TIpPeX/ie BCero mprBsi3aHa K CBOUM
JleTsIM, HO HaJesyiCd Ha TO, UTO I[PeJaHHOCTb IJIEMEHW He TO3BOJIUT eu
nipeHeOpeub u AeTbMu KpyToboka u CepeOpsiHKY.

— MMomu! — on nogTonkHyn KpyTtoboka k Beixoay. — CuHsisi 3Be3fia
o0bsiBusia cobpanue. CerozHs O61auKo CTaHET YUEHHUKOM.

Ha kakoii-to mur Kpytobok 3akosebasicsi, 1 OTHErpuB UCIyrascs, YTo OH



OTKaXkeTCsl BbIXOAUThb. OIHAKO B MOC/IeJHUNA MOMEHT ApYI, BUAUMO, NepeayMall
Yl [IBUHYJICS K BBIXOZY, TO U [1e/10 OIVIsIbIBasiCh HA CBOUX KOTST.

Ha nonsiHe nepep Boicokoii Ckanoii coGpanoch yKe MOUTH BCe T/IeMs.
OrnerpuB ycibiman, Kak CuHernaska pajoOCTHO XBacTaeTcs BeTporony u
Kucrtouke: —

Ckopo MHe TIpy/ieTcsi iepeOpaThCs B fleTcKyto! 5 >y KoTsT!

BerporoH npuHsiics no3gpasisATe ee, a KucTouka paJoOCTHO JIM3HY/a
noApyry B yuiku. OTHerpuB C JIOOOIBLITCTBOM OIJIsSIIe/NCsl, CTapasCh yrafaTrhb
oTija OyAylIMX KOTAT, U TyT K€ HaTKHYJ/ICS Ha TOpZe/uBbIi B3ris/ BypaHa. Bce
cTaso sicHO. OrHerpuB MOYYBCTBOBA/, YTO €r0 MpauyHOe HACTPOeHWe HauhHaeT
TIOHEMHOTI'Y pacceuBaTbCsl. HecMOTps Ha BCe HeCuacCTbsl, )KU3Hb IJIEMEeHU TeueT
CBOUM YepeioM. ..

BMmecrte ¢ KpyTo6okoM OH mpoiiiesl B MepBble Psifibl U YCTPOUJICS TIPSIMO
niepes; Boicokoit Ckasoir. O6sauko Toxke Ob1 TyT. HenpuBbIUHO mpsMOi U
Ba)kKHbIN, OH cuzien psiioM ¢ YepHOOYPKOW.

— Korter I'posoBoro mnemenu! — mnposo3smiacuia CuHas 3Besga C
BepilMHbI Bricokoit Ckanbl. — $1 cobpana Bac crofja cerofitsi, utoObl pellrTh
[iBa BOIIpPOCa — OZMWH PaJIOCTHBIM, Ipyrou nevaapHbid. Haunem c mioxoro. Bee
BbI 3HaeTe 0 TOM, UTO HeCKO/IbKO AiHel Ha3a/ CepebpsiHka, koposieBa 13 PeuHoro
IJIEMEHHU, yMepJia, OCTaBUB [ByX HOBOPOKJEHHBIX KOTAT. Mbl IPUIOTUIN KOTSAT
y ce0si, TOCKOMBbKY KX OTLioM 6611 KpyTOOOK.

37100HBIN IIeMOT MPOKATU/ICS T0 Tosre KoToB. KpyToOGOK mpurHyscs K
3emsie M 3a/ipoXKasl, Tak 4To OrHerpuBy INPULUIOCH KPENKO MPUXKAaTbCs K HEMY
bokom.

— MHorve W3 BacC cripaliMBa/iM MeHs, Kakoe HakKa3aHue § HaMepeHa
Ha/liokuThb Ha KpyTtoboka, — mpopomkana CuHsis 3Be3ga. — S gosro
pasMbIlLUIsIA HaJ, 5TUM BOIMPOCOM U TpUIUIA K BBIBOZY, UTO OH JOCTaTOYHO
Haka3zaH rubesnbio CepeOpsiHKU. UTO MO)KeT ObITh y)KacHee TOTrO, UTO €My
TIPULLIOCH [IEPEXXUTD?

OTO 3asB/ieHWe BbI3BA/JI0 TPOTECTYHIUN IIyM B psfgax COOpaBIIMXCS.
onroxBOCT TPDOMKO BBIKDHUKHY/ W3 TOMMBI: — MbI He >kKenaeM, uTOObl OH
ocTtaBa’icsi B HailleM TuieMeHu! TIpenarensm Tyt He MecTo! TlycTh youpaeTcs!

— [Honroxsoct! — xonogHo ocaguia ero Cunsisi 3Be3ga. — Thl Oygelnb
IIPUHMMAaTh TaKWe pelleHWs TOAbKO TOr/a, KOrja CTaHellb MpeJBOAUTeemM
riemMeHd. 1o 3Tux mop Tkl Oyzellb yBaXkaTb MO BOJtO. MTak, Haka3aHUsI He
Oyzet! OfHako s Ha TpU JiyHbI Jviar0 KpyToboka mpaBa moceijath CoBeThl.
JleJiat0 3TO He /Il TOro, YTOObl HaKa3aTh €ro, a Ajis TOro, uTOObl OrpaZiuTh OT
HeHaBUCTM PeuHoro 1ieMeHd. BO3MOXHO, OHM OCMeJIITCS HApPYLIUThb
CBsilIIeHHOe Mepemupye U HaracTh Ha KpyToboka, uToObI MoOKaparh ero 3a TO



3710, KOTOPO€e OH MPUYMHU PeUHBIM KOTaM.

KpyToOOK yrproMo ITOHYPUJ/I TOJIOBY.

— Ha, Cunssa 3se3ga. Criacu6o.

— He Hazjo GmarofiapuTh MeHst! — o0OopBajia ero mpejBOJUTe/TbHALIA. —
Hazo mMHOro paborath 1 Xpabpo cpakarbcs 3a cBoe TuieMsi! HacTymuT fieHb, 1
ThI CTAHEIIlb HACTaBHUKOM CBOUX JleTel!

KpyTobok npocBet/ien, 1 OrHerpuB IOHSII, UTO IPYT HEOXKUZAHHO YBU/EI
11e/1b, P KOTOPOH CTOUT >KUTh. KOroTh >Ke, HAMpPOTHB, C KaXKJOW CEKyHI0MH
CTAaHOBWICSI BCe MpauHee. Buawumo, OH HacTaWBajl Ha CaMOM CYPOBOM
HaKa3aHWHU JIJis TIpe/iaTe/isl.

— A Terepb 00paTUMCs K TIPUATHOMY COOBITHIO, — BO3BBICHJIA T0OJIOC
Cunsis 3Be3ga. — OO67auKy WCIOMHUIOCH IIECTh JIyH, U OH TOTOB CTaTh
yuyeHUKOM. — [IpenBoguTenbHuLa cripeirHysna co Ckaabl U B3MaxOM XBOCTa

TIpUKa3ana KOTeHKY MpUOIM3UTLCA. Mariblill paZloCTHO Tiof0erKan, BeCh poxa
OT BOOAyLlIeB/leHHWs. XBOCTUK €ro BOUHCTBEHHO TOp4Yall BBepX, YCbI
TOTIOPIIWINCh B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI, a ToyOble T/Ia3eHKU CHUSIH, CJOBHO
MaJleHbKUe 3Be3/bl.

— OrnerpuB! — rpoMko npousHecna CuHsas 3Be3fa. — Tbl JaBHO TOTOB
B3STh HOBOTO YueHMKa. benbill — cbiH TBoed cecTpbl. Thl Oyzellb ero
HacTaBHUKOM. OrHerpuB BBITIPSIMWJICSA, HO He YCIeJ OH MOJOUTH K CBOeMY
yUeHUKY, KaK TOT OpOCHJICS eMy HaBCTPeuy U 3a/ipaji rOjIoBY, YTOObI TOTEPEeThCS
HOCaMH.

— He cetiuac! — ckB03b 3y0ObI TIpoLieua OrHerpuB.

— OrHerpus, Tbl 3Haelllb, YTO TakKOe POAUTHCA BHe IUJIEeMEeHH, HO
TIpUHAJIe)XaTb eMy 10 [JyXy, — Tpogo/mkana CuHss 3Be3ia, He obpairjas
BHMMaHUA Ha HeJIOBKOCTb besbiia. — Hazerocs, Thl CyMeelllb HAyYUTb 3TOMY
CBOero HoBoro yyenuka. [locrapaiicsi BOCUTaTh M3 HEro HaCTOSALLEro BOWHA,
KOTOPBIM Hallle 1y1eMsi CMOKeT FOpUThCS.

— [Ha, CuHsaa 3Be3[a, — MOUTUTeIbHO CKJIOHW To/10By OrHerpus. Tenepb
HaCTYIU/I0 BpeMs il IPUBETCTBUM, U OH TTOTEPCsi HOCOM O HOC besnbia.

— Besbi! — pafoCTHO 3aBONM/I HOBOWCIIEUEHHbIM YYeHUK. — Tereps o
benpiu!

— bBenbi! OrHerpuB C ropAoCTbIO CMOTpe/l Ha CblHA CBOEM CeCTpBhI,
crasliero useHoM I'po3oBoro rieMeHu. KoTbl CrpyAuanch MO34paBUTh MasbIllla,
u OrHerpuB 3aMeTWI, UTO CTapUKU C 0CO0O0M HEXKHOCTHIO CYeTHU/IUCh BOKDYT
CBOEro MajIeHbKOI'o Jpyra.

OpHako OH He MOI He 3aMeTUThb U TOIO, YTO HEKOTOpble KOThl He CTaju
IPUBETCTBOBATh HOBOI'O ujieHa IyieMeHU. Korote fake He TPOHYJ/ICSA CO CBOEro
MecTa y nofHoxus1 Beicokor Ckasbl, a [JJoMroXBOCT AeMOHCTPATUBHO BBILIE U3



TOJITIbI U CeJl PsI/IoM C T/aiataeM. Korjia OrHerpuB OTCTYIIWI Ha 1ar, TIPOMYyCKast
KOTOB K CBOeMY yueHMKY, YaCcTOKOJI Bpa3BaJiKy Mpoliiesl MAUMO HEro B CTOPOHY
reljepbl ¥ HAPOUMTO TPOMKO TpOIIMIIes, He CKpbIBas CBOEro OTBpAIlleHUs: —
[Tpenareny v goMaiiiHue KOTUKU! Kyna KatuTcs riems?



I'naBa XXV

Y camoro kpag onyiukyd Oraerpus nomeinia. — [logoxau! — ocranoBu
oH Besnbiia. — Mpbl ¢ ToOOM HaxoAUMCS BO3Jie 3eMIU [IBYHOTMX U JO/DKHBI
cob6sroaTh 0COOYH0 OCTOPOXKHOCTB. Thl UTO-HHUOY/H UyBCTBYEIIIb?

BenbIll MOCAYIIHO MOAHSAI HOCHMK W CTapaTe/bHO TIPUHIOXA/Cs. DTO Obul
ero TiepBbIli OOJBIION BbIXO[ 3a Tipefenbl Jjareps. OHu ¢ OrHerpyuBoM
o0cieoBav TpaHULIbl TUIEMEHU M CTAaBU/IM CBEXHUe MeTKHU, a Tereph MOZOIUIN K
nomy, tae poawics OrHerpuB, W NPUOMU3WINCH K CaJy, B KOTOPOM >KWja

IIpuHIecca.

— IlaxHeT koTamu, — oTBeTW/1 besbIl. — MHOIo KOTOB, HO I KX COBCEM
He 3Hal0.

— OmmuHo, — mnoxBamui OrHerpuB. — 374eChb MaxHeT [JAOMalllHUMU

KOTSITaMH, a ellle s UyBCTBYHO 3arax HeCKOJIbKUX KOTOB-OJUHOUeK. JTU KOThbI He
TIPUHA/JIeXKaT HUA K OJHOMY U3 YeThIpeX IJIeMeH.

OH He cka3an besbinly, 4yTo CHOBa Y/JOBW/ OTUYeT/IMBBIM 3arax Korrs.
OrHerpyMB CHOBa BCIIOMHWJ/I TOT JlaJIEKUW CHEXHBIM [IeHb, KOTJJa OH BbIC/IE[IAJI
KorTst 0 3TOr0 camMoro Mecta ¥ 00HapPY»KWJI, UTO 3ariax IJialiatas CMeIIMBaeTCs
C BOHbKO MHOXXeCTBA HEe3HAKOMBIX KOTOB.

M BoT Ha 3TOM MecTe onsTh naxHetr Korrem! M cHoBa OrHerpuB HUKaK He
MOT TIOHSITh, BCTpeuasCsl IVialllaTaid C 3TUMU OpojsiraMu WM ke CaydaiiHO
nepecek ux MeTku. Ho B mobom ciayuae Korots 3aueM-TO TIPHIIe/T CHOfia, XOTS
BCe B [VIEMEeHU 3Ha/Ii O ero HeHaBUCTH KO BCeMY, UTO CBA3aHO C [IByHOrumu!

— OrHerpus, MbI IPSIMO CelUac NouaemM K mame? — cripocui bebi.

— Tyt He maxHeT cobakamMMu? A Kak HacyeT CBeXXero 3araxa /IByHOrux? —
TPOA0JKA/ 9K3aMeHOBaTh ero OrHerpus.

BesibIilll CHOBa MPUHIOXA/ICS U MOKayasl roJIOBOM.

— Torga norigem, — pasperni OrHerpvB. BHUMaTe/IbHO OIVIsAIeBIINCh, OH
BbIllIeJT W3 YKpbITHA. besblin mocieoBas 3a HUM, C MpeyBeJIMYeHHOU
OCTOPOKHOCTBIO BEPTSI TOJIOBKOM, SIBHO >Kejiasi MOpaJjoBaTb HaCTaBHUKA CBOUM
TIpUIe’KaHUueM.

[Tocne 1iepeMoHNY MOCBsIIeHYs besbiiil Besr cebst Ha peIKOCTb TUXO. BbIIo
BU/JHO, UTO OH U30 BCEX CUJI CTapaeTcsl CTaTb XOPOLIUM y4eHUKOM. OH cMOTpei
B POT CBOEMY HACTaBHUKY, JIOBU/ KaXKJoe ero cjoBo, HO OrHerpuBa He
OTMYCKAaJ/I0 TPeAYyBCTBUE, UTO OUYE€Hb CKOPO 3TOW KPOTOCTH [O/DKEH TIPUWTH
KOoHell. BeneB besibilly »karh, OH BCKOUM/I Ha WU3rOPOJAb U TMOCMOTpes B cap,.
[Tocpenu my>kallku, 3aCa>XeHHOM SIPKO-a/IbIMU 1IBETaMM, BO3BBILIAJIOCh KAaKOe-TO



KOJ/Trouee, JIMIIIeHHOe JIMCThEeB [lepeBO, yBelllaHHOe pa3sHOLIBeTHBIMU LIKYpPKaMU
JByHOTrUX.
— IlpuHiiecca? — trxo oKnMKHY/1 OrHerpus. — [IpuHIiecca, Tel 374eCh?
OH yBuzes, Kak 3arperneTraay JUCTOUYKU KyCTa, PACTYLLero psafioM C JOMOM,
¥ B (JIEAYIOLIYIO CeKyHJY Ha IOJISHKY U3AIHO BBICTYNM/IA ITecTpas KOoIleyka.
[TopHsB 11a3a Ha 3ab60p, OHa pafloCTHO BOCK/IMKHY/a: — OrHerpuB! B3neteB Ha
orpazy, OHa ycesach Bo3Jjie OrHerpusa u NpyKasach L1eKOH K ero Iieke.

— OrHerpus, Kak ke Aonro tebs He Obui0! — mipoypuana oHa. — $ Tak
TeOe paza!
— Yrapaii, Koro s npuBen ¢ coboit? — yneibHyncs OrHerpuB. — Hy-ka

II0CMOTPY BHU3!

[MpuHIiiecca nornsiena yepe3 3abop u yBuzena benbiiia. Mabiiin cuzien Ha
TpaBse U BO BCe I7la3a CMOTPeJI Ha CBOKO MarTh.

— OruerpuB! — BockiukHyna IlpuHuecca. — Heyxenu 310 Mo
O6mauko?! Kak oH Bbipoc! He pgoxkupjasick mipuriaiieHusi, besblinn Hadas
KapabkaTbCsi Ha 3abop, SIPOCTHO Ijapariasi KOTTSIMU MSTKYH [IpDEBeCHUHY.
OrHerpvB TieperHysicsi uepe3 Kpai, yXBaTWI Masiblilia 3y0aMu 3a IIMBOPOT U
TIOMOT TIPeozi0JieTh MoC/IeJHUe HeCKOIbKO MBILIUHBIX 1a)KKOB, OT[e/ISABIIMX ero
OT MaTepu.

BenbIl TyT e BbITapall[i/l CBOU royOble 171a3eHKU U BbITIA/INI:

— TbI ipaBza Mot Mmama?

— IpaBpa, — npomyprisikana [IpuHiiecca, mo0ysich CBOUM ChIHOM. — Kak
e s pajia CHOBa yBuieThb Tebsi, Obmauko!

— Boobiie-to, s yxe He OO6nauko! — ropio TpoW3HEC MYILIUCTbIN
MaJIeHbKUM KOMOYeK. — MeHs1 30ByT besblll, ¥ 51 cTan yuyeHUKOM!

— Kakag nipenects! — BocknukHy/na [IpuHijecca, TOpoOriMBO BbUIU3bIBast
ceiHOuKa. OT paZiocT OHA ypyasia TakK I'POMKO, UTO 3ar/iyiliaja COOCTBEHHbIe
C/10Ba.

— OX, Kakou >Ke Thl Xy[eHbKHM... Thl HOPMa/JbHO TUTaelIbcsi? A y Tebs
TaM MHOro Jipy3ei? Hazerocs, Tel ciyiaemibcsi OruerpvBa, npasjia?

besnbllll y)ke He MbITa/ACAd BCTABUTH XOTh CJIOBO B 3TOT BOZOMNAJ, BOIPOCOB.
OH c ycuiveM yBepHYJICS OT MaTepPUHCKOM JIaCKU M OTIION3 MOJasblile OT Hee K
Kpato 3abopa.

— 1 ckopo cTaHy BOMHOM, — M0XBacTajacs OH. — A OrHerpuB yUuT MeHs
cpaxarbcs! [IpuHLlecca Ha MTrHOBeHUe 3a)KMYPU/Iach.

— Tebe mipuzercs cTaTh HaCTOSIIUM XpabpeljoM! — B3[0XHYB,
rporenrasa oHa, U OrHerpuBy IokKa3asoCh, UTO CeCcTpa BIIepBble IoXKajesna O
CBOeM pelleHud OTAaTh IepBeHLja Ha BocnuraHuve B Ipo3osoe r1iems. Ho
IIpyHIiecca TyT »Ke OTKpbUIA IVla3a U TPOMKO CKasana: — Sl Tak ropxycb Bamu



o6onmu!

benbilll U30 BCeX CWUI BBITAHYJCS, PUCYACH Iepej, Marepbio. IloBepHyB
TOJIOBKY, OH Hada/j TOPOIUIMBO BbUIM3bIBaTh Ce0si KPOIIEUHbIM PO30BbIM
SI3bIYKOM. Bocnosib30BaBIIMCh 3TUM, OrHerpuB LIENOTOM CIPOCU/I CeCTpy: —
[MpuHiiecca, Tebe MPUXOUIOCH BUJETh TYT KaKUX-HUOY/Ib He3HAKOMBIX KOTOB?

— He3HakoMbIX KOTOB? — o03ajayeHHO TIipoTsaHysna [IpuHijecca, u
OrHerpus 1oxasnea O TOM, UTO [OHANpacHy HAaCTOPOXW/ ee. Pa3sBe JomalliHsAs
KOIIIeUKa MOXKeT OT/IMUKTh OpofsuuxX pa300MHUKOB WM KOTOB-OJJUHOYEK OT
OOBIUHBIX JieCHBIX KOTOB?!

Ho cectpa Bapyr noexunach ¥ 3ayMUMBO CKasaja: — 3Haelllb, [10 Houam
s 4acTO CJIbIUly KAaKOW-TO CTpaHHbIM BOW. Mou [IByHOrMe HeCKOJIbKO pa3
BCTaBa/Iid CpeJii HOUU U CTpesisiu!

— A TBl HUKOTJ@a He BH/e/la TAKOIO0 OTrPOMHOIO TEeMHOro KOoTa? — C
OellleHO KOJIOTSAIIMMCS  cepAnieM crnpocun OrHerpuB. —  3[0POBEHHOTO
10JIOCAaTOr0 KoTa C pacuaparaHHou Mopzaou? [lpuHilecca B3BOJIHOBAHHO
T1I0Kaua/ia rojI0BOM.

— Tl'oBopto Tebe, 51 TOMBKO CJIbIIIAIA, HO HUKOT/Ia HUKOTO He BU/jeal

— Eom yBuzuuis 3TOr0 KOTa, [JepXXWChb OT Hero Iozanelie! —
nipeaynpeaun cectpy OrHerpuB. OH He 3Haj, UYTO JiefaeT [ViallaTaul BO3Je
kwuira [IByHOTHX, OH fake He ObUl /10 KOHIIA yBepeH B TOM, uTo Korothb
HaBe/IbIBAaeTCs CHO/a, HO ero Iyraja OfHa MbIC/Ib O TOM, UTO CeCTpa MOXeT C HUM
CTOJIKHYTbCS. Bugg, uto IIpyHIiecca He Ha IIYTKYy Meperyrasaach, OH MOCHeIIn
CMEeHUTb TeMy Oece/ibl U TMOTIPOCU/ benbillla pacckas3aTh MaTepu O 1iepeMOHUU
MOCBALLEHUST U O TIoXozZe BOKpyr rpaHul, ['posoBoro riemeHu. Bckope
IIpyHIlecca cHOBa moBecesiesia Y JIUIIb BOCXHUILEHHO axajia, Cayliasg CBOero
MaJIeHbKOI'O T'eposl.

Korga cosHLle Havyano oryckarbcsi, OruerpyuB rpoMKoO ckasan: — besbi,
HaM 1opa BO3BpallaThCs B jarepb. O6/1auko XoTes1 ObI/I0 3aCTIOPUThH, HO BOBPEMSI
OTIOMHUJICS.

— [Ha, OrHerpuB! — mMOCAYyIIHO KUBHY/I OH W /00aBwWs, obpaljasich K
[TpuHilecce: — A moueMy Thbl He TIOW/ielllb C HaMu? 1 ToiimMaro TeGe MBIIIIKY, a
CraTb Thl MOXeIlb CO MHOW, B Ieljepe yuyeHUKOB! [IpuHIlecca [10OBOIBHO
3aMypJibIKasa.

— $1 OBl oueHb XOTena, — YeCTHO OTBeTW/Ia OHa. — Ho s ciuikom
TIPUBBIK/IA K )KM3HU [OMalllHer KOIIKW. S He XOUy yUYUThCSl CpakaTbCs, He MOTY
crnathb Ha xosofie. Ho st oueHb xouy movaiiie BUeTh Tebsi. Thl Oyeliib PUXOAUTD
KO MHe?

— Ha! Oberriaro!

— $1 6ymy npuBomuTh ero! — kuBHyn OrHerpuB. — W BOT ellje uTo,



[MpuHiecca... — Ao06aBuI OH, Mepej TeM Kak CIPbITHYTh Ha 3em/it0. — Ec/iu Tl
YBU/IUIITb YTO-HUOY/b... UTO-HUOY/b CTPAaHHOE B OKPECTHOCTSIX CBOEro [/I0Ma,
00si3aTe/IbHO CKa)Ku MHe B C/ie/lyrOIIUiA pa3, Korja s mpupy!

Ha o6parHoM 1yt OTrHerpuB OCTAaHOBUJICS, UTOOBI MOOXOTUTLCA. K Tomy
BpeMeHU, KakK OHU C bBesbliiiom f06panuck [0 POAHOTO XOJMa, COJHIIE YiKe
TIOYTU CeJI0, OKPACKB JieC B ajblii 1IBeT U pa3bpocaB To 3emse /JMHHbIE TeHU
JepeBbeB. benbil rop/o Tamma B 3ybax 3emiiepoiiKy, KOTOpyr cobupascs
TIpero/iHeCTy crapeiiiimHam. OTHerpyB ObUT HeCKa3aHHO 3TOMY pafi, TOCKOJIbKY
HeCcyaCTHas 3eMJIepOMKa 3acTaBW/la yUYeHHKa XOTb HEHAaJo/Ir0 3aKpbIThb POT.
Mariblill OKa3ascsi JOBOJbHO YTOMHUTENIbHBIM CITyTHUKOM, HO €ro CIioCOOHOCTH
BbI3bIBA/IM MCKpEHHee BocxuilleHHe. besbiin Obi1 Xpabp ¥ 0ueHb YMeH, OH BCe
CXBaThiBa/l Ha JIeTy W TpHU XOpollel TMOATrOoTOBKe obelljan TPeBPaTUTHCS B
TIPeBOCXOHOr0 BOMHA.

Cnyckasacb 1O CKJOHY K ManopoTHUKaMm, OrHerpuB BApYyr 3amep,
ropa>keHHbIN. Jlerkuii BeTepOK TIpUHeC C 000U He3HAKOMBbIN KOIlauuii 3anax!

Benbitn nogoien Gvke U TOJIOKUT Ha 3eMJTI0 CBOIO 3eMyiepoiiky. — O,
4yTO 3T0, OrHerpyMB? — OH BJOXHYJI BO34YX U MeJJIeHHO BbIJOXHY/ ero. — Tbl
TOKa3bIBa/l MHe 3TOT 3arax yrpoM! A, 3Hato! PeuHoe miems!

— OmmmuHo, benbiil, — HaTAHYTO noxBaiua OrHerpuB. OH y3Ha/a 3TOT
3arax BCero CeKyH/JOu paHblle yueHHKa. [lomisgieB Ha BeplIMHY XO0JIMa, OH
yBUJe/]l TPOMX KOTOB, CKadyylUMX C KaMHd Ha KaMmeHb. — [la, 310 PeuHoe
iemMs... [loxoxke, oHu uayT K HaM. beru B jarepp u npegyrnpeau CHHIOO
3Be3ay. OOBsICHU €ii, UTO 3TO He Harla/ieHre, TIOHSIT?

— Ho s xoren Obl... — Hauan besbii, HO, yBUZEB, KaK CYpPOBO
Haxmypusicsi OrHerpus, ObicTpo monpaBuscs: — O, npoctu! Yxke bery! — u
OH TIOHeCCs B MarOPOTHUKHU, He 3a0bIB TIOJXBAaTUTh C 3eMJTH 3€MJIEPOUKY.

OrHerpvB OCTajCs CTOSATh Ha MecTe. Tpoe KOTOB MpUOIU3WINCH, U OH
y3Han B Hux Ouenotky, HeBugumky u Kamus. Korga Tpowuiia nogoiiiia 6mvxe,
OH I'POMKO KPUKHY/I:

— Yero Bbl XOTUTE? 3ayeM IPUILLIA Ha Hallly TEePPUTOPUIO?

OH noHUMaJ, YTo OOBUHSIET HETPOIIeHbIX TOCTel B He3aKOHHOM Iepexofie
I'PaHULIbI, HO MOCTapasICs NIPOU3HECTH pe3KHe C/10Ba KaK MOXKHO CrOKokHee. He
XBaTaj0 WM TOJBKO OCIOXKHeHHW C PeuneiM r1uiemeHem! OuesnoTka
OCTaAHOBU/IACh, TO e CZesiaau U OpaT C CecTpo.

— MpI npunuM ¢ MUpoOM, — OTBeTW/IA [Vialiaras. — MeTeop rocsian Hac
TIOTOBOPUTH C Ballleld TpeABOJWTe/bHULIeM. MBI [O/DKHBI PellnTh HEeKOTOpble
BOIIPOCHI, Kacaroljuecs HalluX IJIeMeH.



I'naBa XXVI

OruxerpuB robexkas Briepe/iy, MoKasbiBasi BOHaM PeuHOro rijieMeHu ZIopory
B Jlarepb. JlypHble mNpeJuyBCTBUS Of0JieBaJid ero. JlecHble KOTbI peJKO
repecTyrnaay TPaHULlbl COCEJHUX TEePPUTOPHM, 3HAUUT, KOTOB MPUBEIO CHJA
KaKOe-TO HeOT/IO)KHOe [1eJlo, KOTOpOe HY)XXHO peLlnTb, He [I0XKUZJAsCh
ouepenHoro Cogerta.

Cunsig 3Be3fa yxke cujena y noaHoxus Beicokou Ckasnbl. Psagom c Hew
yrpromo Boccezan Korots, v ripu Buje miamarasg OrHerpuB BCTPEBOXKUIICS ellle
CUJIbHee.

— Crnacubo, Benbim, — ornyctuna yueHuka CuHSs 3Be3fa, YBHUEB
npubmkatorierocss OrHerpyBa M TpouX PeuHbIX KOTOB, C/ie[IOBaBIIMX 3a
HUM. — MoKelllb OTHECTH CBOIO JJ0OBbIUYy CTapeMiliiHaM.

Besibi pa3oyapoBaHHO B3[J0XHYJI, HO IOC/IYLIHO OTOLLIeJI.

Onenotka mipubmusuaack K CuHeM 3Be3le W TIOUTHTENBHO OMYCTH/IA
TOJIOBY.

— CuHsisa 3Be3a, Mbl NIPULLUIA B TBOM Jlarepb C MUPOM, — Hadasia OHa. —
Mbi X0TUM 00CYAUTH OJJUH BOTIPOC.

KoroTh TmpeHeOpekuTeNbHO psIBKHY/, [aBas TOHATb, UTO 0e3 BCSKUX
o0Cy)XleHW{i TOTOB T[IOpBAaTh HETpOIIEeHbIX TOCTeld B  K/IOUbs, HO
TIpeJIBOUTe/IbHUI]A He 0OpaTuia BHUMaHUS Ha er0 HerofloBaHue.

— $1 mpekpacHO MOHMMar0, YTO TpHBeEJIO BaC CHJa, — CKasaja OHa. —
OpHako, Ha MO¥ B3I/IsiI, HAM Heuero obcyxaaTte. UTo ciesiaHo, To cienado. Yo
kacaetcsi KpytoOoka, TO Haka3biBaTb €r0 BMpaBe TOMbKO [po30Boe TuieMsl.
[TpeaBoautenbHuila obpaijanack K Oruenotke, HO OrHerpuB 3aMeTW/, UTO
cMoTpesia oHa 1ipu 3ToM Ha Kamusa u HeBugumky. C Tex nop, kak CuHsis 3Be3ja
OTKpbLJIa €My CBOKO TallHy, OH BIIepBble BHUJe/ ee DPSIZOoM C JeTbMA U MOT
TIOKJ/ISICTBCSA, UTO B3IVISZl ee, yCTpeMJ/IeHHbIM Ha Opara C cecTpoid, ObL1 MOMOH
JKaJIHOU TOCKHU.

— JTO cripaBejiMBO, — KuBHysna Ouenotka. — [IBoe MOIOABIX KOTOB
Besiu cebss miymo, HO Ternepb Cepebpsinka MepTBa, a cygabba KpyToboka
HaxoauTcs B jarnax ['po3oBoro ruieMeHW. Mbl NpULLIM CHOAA He 3a 3TUM. Mbl
TIPULLUIA T10 TTIOBOAY KOTHT.

— YTO ThI XOUelllb 3TUM CKa3arb? — crpocuna Cunsasa 3se3za.

— 910 fetu PeuHoro miemenu, — 6Gpocusa Ouenotka. — Mbl OpUIILIN
3a0parhb UX JOMOM.

— Hetu PeuHoro nnemeHu? — npuiypunace Cunss 3sesga. — C yero Bbl



9TO B3SIA?

— W oTKyza Bbl 0 HUX y3Ha/iIU?! — psIBKHY/1 Korortes, BCKakvBasi Ha HOTU U
3/100HO cBepKasi rna3amu. — llInuornmu?! Vinu >ke BaM KTO-TO Halllerrasi?

[Ipy 3THMX c/ioBax OH mNOBepHy/cd K OTHerpuBy, HO TOT CIOKOWHO
Bbllep>Kajsl ero B3I, a HeBWAMMKa J/MIlIb MO/Ya [OKOCW/IACh Ha HEro U
ripoMmoJstyasa. [Togo3penust Kortss HuuyTh He ucnyraiau OrHerpuBa. Bo-TiepBbix,
OH 3Haj, yto HeBujgrvmKa ero He BbIZACT, a BO-BTOPbIX, UYBCTBOBa/l CBOO
rpaBoTy. PeuHoe 1iy1emMst iMeJio TIpaBoO y3HATh TpaBay o rudend CepeOpsHKH!

— Csipb, Koroth, — HerpoMko cka3asna Cunss 3Be3za. [ToiimaB Ha cebe ee
TIPOH3UTE/bHBIN B3r/Isi7;, OrHETpUB TIOHSUI, UTO TIpeIBOAMTE/IbHUIIA 000 BCeM
porazanack. OfHaKO BOIYX OHa CKasaja coBceM Apyroe: — KTo 3HaeT, Kak
pacrnpoCTPaHSATCH BeCTU... BO3MOXKHO, maTpy/ib PeuHoro riemeHu BUzien Bce
cBouMH Tya3amu? Takue cOOBITHSI HA[IOJITO He CKpoelllb. Ho, — mipopomkana
OHa, CHOBa MOBOpauMBasich K OLe/10TKe, — Thbl HE CTaHelllb OTPULATh, UTO B
JKUJIaX 3TUX KOTAT TeuyeT KPOBb U [’ PO30BOI0 I/IeMeHU.

MIMeHHO TMO03TOMYy OJHA W3 HallKUX KOPOJIeB B3s/1aCb BbIKAPMJ/IMBATh UX.
[ToueMy s O/KHA OTAATH KOTAT BaM?

— Korsita nmnpuHajjie)kaT TiieMeHH CBoedl Marepw, — O0ObsCHWIA
Onenotka. — Ecmu 661 CepeOpsiHKa OCTasaCh >KMBa, Hallle TijieMsi BbIPACTHIIO
Obl ee KOTSIT, He CIIpallliBasi UMEHU WX OTIja. Ha 3TOM OCHOBaHWM MbI MPHUIIUIN
3a0bparb MasbIiiiei K cebe.

— Cunss 3Be3fia, Thl HE MOXeIllb OT/aTh UM KOTAT! — He TIOMHS cebs,
3akpuyan OrHerpyB. — Begb OHM — €QWHCTBEHHOE, UTO TIPUBSA3LIBAET
KpyToboka K >xu3Hu! KoroTe cCHOBa CBHpero 3apbluaj, HO U Ha 3TOT pa3 CuHss
3Be3/a He /1aj1a eMy OTBeTUTh.

— 3amoutum, OrHerpuB! Tebst 3TO He KacaeTcs.

— Kacaetcsi! — pep3ko Beimamui OrHerpus. — KpyTo6ok Moii apyr!

— 3amonuu! — yrpoxaromje npowwnen Korote. — He 3acraBisii
TIpe/IBOANTE/ILHULLY JBaXKAbI 3aThiKaTh Tebe pot! TBout KpyToOoK rpesman cBoe
riemsi. OH He UMeeT HUKAKKX TpaB — HU Ha KOTSAT, HU Ha 4uTo Jpyroe!

OrHerpuB BCHbIXHYN OT OerieHcTBa. Heykemn y Kortsi HeT HM Kar
cocTpafiaHus K ykacHomy ropto KpyTto6oka?! OH mpuKascs K 3emsie, U TOTbKO
TIPUCYTCTBUE UY)KHUX KOTOB He TI03BOJIU/I0O eMy OpoCuThCs Ha rariaras. Korots
OCKaJin/ 3yObl ¥ Haryio yCMeXHYJICS.

— [NoBosibHO! — cepAUTO MaxHYy/a XBOCTOM Ha 0boux CuHss 3Be3na. —
Ouenotka, s TIpU3Har0, UTO PeuHoe 1iemMsi UMeeT Orpe/ie/ieHHbIe TIpaBa Ha 3TUX
KOTAT. OHAaKO TOYHO TakKWe >Ke TpaBa ecTb M y I'po3oBoro ruiemeHu. Kpome
TOrO, KOTSITA CJ/IMIIIKOM MaJibl, YTOOBI BbIZIEpKaTh [I0JITOe MyTellleCTBUe Ha TOT
beper pekwu.



['na3za OuesioTKM NpeBpaTU/IMCh B y3KHe I[e/I0UKH, 3arPUBOK YTPOXKArollle
TI0I10J13 BBEPX.

— ThI TIPOCTO MIIIEIb TTIOBO/], UTOOBI OCTAaBUTh UX Y Cebst!

— Het! — orpe3ana Cunsia 3Be3ga. — MHe He HyxHbI noBofbl. He
JlyMaro, 4yTo M Thl TOTOBA PUCKOBATh >KMU3HSIMU MaJsibllllen. 1 Jo/DKHA Mo yMaThb
Hajl BalllMMH CJI0BaMU M OOCYyIWTh CHUTyal[dl0 CO CBOMMH BouHaMu. Ha
cnenyroweM CoBeTe 51 jlaM BaM OTBeT.

— A Ternepb BbIMeTaUTeCh U3 Halllero jarepsi! — 3akoHYMI KoroTs.

OrenioTka 3akonebanach. BuHo 6b110, yTO OHa cobrpasack CKa3aTh YTO-TO
eile, Ho cnoBa CuHelt 3Be3nbl pasybeaunu ee. [IpoIuI0o  HECKOJIBKO
TOMUTE/IbHBIX CeKyHJl, motoM OresoTka 3aJilyMuvBO KHBHYJIa TOJIOBOM U
MOBepHYy/ach K BbixoAy. Kamenb u HeBuviMka mociefjoBaiv 3a Hel, a Koroteb
riepeGe>kast uepe3 MOJSTHY ¥ POBOAWII UX [I0 CAMOTO TYHHeISI.

OrHerpuB ocrtancsi ofuH Ha oauH ¢ CuHed 3Be3gou. ['HeB ero Havasn
yTHXaTh, HO BCe ke OH OCMEJTU/ICS TIOBTOPUTHL CBOIO MPOCKHOY:

— MBI He MOXKeM TO3BOJIUTh UM 3abpaTh KOTAT! ThI ke MOHMMaeIlb, UTO
OHM 3Hauart Jiiis1 Kpyroboka!

I'po3ubiv B3rsig, CrHeM 3Be3/bl 3aCTaBWJI €r0 MPUKYCUTH S3bIK, HO KOrja
TpeIBOJJMTe/IbHHULIA 3arOBOPKJIA, F0JIOC ee 3Byuasl CIIOKOWHO:

— [MHa, s 3Hato. U s mocTaparoch cziesiaTh BCe, YTOOBI OCTaBUTH KOTAT Yy
cebss. Ho Mbl He 3HaeMm, HACKOJbKO [lajleK0O TOTOBO 3aiiTh PeuHoe rmuiemsi B
cTpemsieHHr 3amnonyuutb CepeOpssHKUHBIX fAereil. UTo Oyner, ec/ii OHU perriar
cpaxkaTtbca? Kak Thl Jymaelllb, CKOJbKO BOMHOB ['DO30BOro IjieMeHU 3aXOTSAT
PHCKOBaTh CBOMMU >KU3HSIMU PaJIk KOTST, HAlIOJIOBUHY MPUHA//IeXKalnx PeuHbim
KoTam?

Y OrHerpuBa OT CTpaxa /JlaXke IepPCTh MOAHsIach Abibom. Ilnemena OyayT
CpakaTbCs APYT C APYrOM M3-3a KPOIIEYHBIX KOTAT... Vv ke ['po3oBoe miems
pacKosieTcsi, ¥ BOWHBI OylyT ApaTbCs APYr C APYroM, pellas UX Cyab0y?
Hey>xenu 3Be3HOe 1yieMsi yTOTOBUIO UM TaKy0 y>KacHYH cyas0y? Heykenu 06
5TOM Tipenyrnipexkjana Ilectponucrasi, Korga siBasiiack OrHerpyMBy BO CHe U
rOBOpW/IA, UYTO BOJ@ TIOIVIOTUT OroHb? MokeT ObITh, OHa HWMejla B BUAY He
yrpo3y HaBOAHEHHS, a KOTOB, KOTOPbIe TepelAyT peKy M HarmaayT Ha ['po3oBoe
riems?

— Kpenuch, OrHerpuB, — B3foxHysna Cunsisi 3Be3na. — B Gmkaiiiiiee
BpeMs1 HaM Bpsifi 1 yrpokaeT 6uTBa. S Bemrpana Bpemsi 1o CoBeta. KTo 3HaerT,
YTO CJIYUUTCS [0 CIeAYHOLIEero MoJHOMYHUS?

Ho OrHerpuB He pa3fesisisi ee yBepeHHOCTH. OH 3Has, uTo npobiemMa KOTST
He pa3permTcs cama coboil. Ho celiuac oH JMIib MOUTUTE/EHO CKJIOHU TOJIOBY
Y OTOILIeJI B CTOPOHY. B ronoBe ero cryuasna TO/MBKO OfHA MbIC/Ib: «Kak s cMOry



paccka3atb 06 3ToM KpyToOoKYy ?»

Korga Ha Hebe 3akriack CepebpsiHast [Tosoca, Bce I'po3oBoe miemsi yxe
3HaJI0 O TOM, 3adyeM Npuxoiunu Peunble KoTbl. OrHerpus IOAO3peBas, 4TO
Korots nozennics HOBOCTBIO CO CBOMMM [IpPY3bsIMU, @ Te pa3HecC/y ee 110 BceMy
jarepro.

Kak u npepckasbiBana CUHsaA 3Be3/a, MHEHUs pasze/iiichb. bobIIMHCTBO
CuuTano, uTo, ueM ckopee I'po3oBoe TuieMsi M30aBUTCSI OT TIOJIyKPOBOK, TeM
Oyzet syutiie. O/HAKO HAIIUTUCh U Te, KTO TOTOB ObIJT CPaXKaTbCsl 3@ KOTHIT, JIUIIIb
ObI He ycTynath TpeboBaHUSIM PeyHOTro rjiemeHu.

KpyToOOK He MpUHMMAJ yuacTusi B CIIOpPaX U TOUTH He TIOKUAAJ Tielepy
BOWHOB, Bbljle3asi HapyXKy JIMIIIb /IJIsi TOTO, UTOOBI HaBe/jaThCsl B /leTCKyto. Korga
OrHerpus IprvHeC eMy 110eCTb, OH MoJ/iya OTBepHyJCs. OH HUYero He eyl CO JHA
cvmeptu CepeOpsiHKY U Ka3ascs U3MOXK/[eHHOW TeHbto mipexkHero KpyToboka.

— Tbl MOXelllb ueM-HUOyAb TOMOYb eMy? — crhpocun OrHerpuB y
[IlepbaToii, korma Ha crefyollee yTpO UyTb CBeT rpubexan B Heil. — OH
HUUero He eCT U COBCeM He CIIUT. ..

— Ha cBeTe HeT TpaB, BpauymIIMx pa3duToe cep/ije, — roKauasa rooBou
cTapas nenuresnbHULa. — Terepb UCLe/TUTH ero MOXKeT TOJILKO BpeMsl. ..

— $1 uyBcTBYy1O Cebsi TakuM GecriomoliHbIM! — ripu3Hancsi OrHerpuB.

— TBosi apyx6a romoraet eMy, — TPOCKpUIIesia cTapyxa. — B0o3MOXHO,
ceryac OH 3TOrO He [TOHKMMaeT, HO TTIOTOM. ..

Ona 3amoJ1yasa, IIOTOMY 4TO B neljepy Bouwuia Ilernesntoltika, gep>ka B racTu
TpaBbl.

— Bor a™? — mnponbixtena yuenuija. Illepbaras ObicTpo oOHIOXasIa
CBS3KY.

— To, uto HykHO, — ofiobpusa oHa. — Tkl He AO/HKHA HUYEro ecTb [0
HauaJsia [[lepeMOHUH, a $i, TIOXKanyH, uyTb-uyTh repekyiny. CTapa s cTasa, 4ToOBbI
Ha ITyCTOU >KeJy[JOK TIpoJenarh nyTh 10 Beicokux Kamueri!

— [o Breicokux Kamuen? — nepenpocun OrnerpuB. — Llepemonus? O
YyeM 3TO BbI?

— DTOM HOYBIO JIyHa JOCTUTHET CBOeU CepeiiHbl, — PaJlOCTHO BhINaInIa
[Temnemtorika. — Mei co Illep6aToii otripaBasieMcst K MatepuHcKomy VICTOKY, re
s1 CMOT'y CTaTh HaCTOSLLIEN YYeHULIeW U HaC/IeJHULIEN Lie/InTe/IbHULbI!

OHa Tak 4 TpUTaAHI|OBbIBaZla Ha MecTe OT B030yxzaeHus, u OTHerpuB C
TPYCTHBIM 0bieruyeHreM TOHsII, UTO cMepTh CepeOpsiHKK OCTasiach B MPOILLTIOM
u [lemnentoiika BHOBb C BOOAYIIeB/IeHMEM CMOTpPUT B Oyayiiee. Ee ronyObie
I7la3a CUSIIA, KaK TIpeXkJe, HO B rnybuHe ux OTHerpuB mpoues He3HAKOMYHO

TipeXx/ie MyZJpOCTb.
«OHa BbIpoC/al» — € HENMOHSITHOW TOCKOW MOHs/M OH. Ero >kuBas,



Heroce//1MBas, JerkOMbIC/IeHHas yYeHuLla IpeBpaTuiach B KOLLKY, Ha/leJIeHHYHO
OTPOMHBIM MY’KECTBOM W CW/IoN Ayxa. OH MOHMMaJ, YTO [OJDKEH PajoBaTbCs
TOMY, KaK TBepA0 OHa UJeT M0 MyTH, HauepTaHHOMY 3Be3/HbIM IIleMeHeM, HO
OTKyZja ke Torga 3ta rpycrs? Ilouemy OH O CUX MOp »ajeeT O TOM, YTO UM
HUKOI/Ia He CY)K[eHO OXOTUTLCSI BMecTe?

— Ec/m xoture, g nonay ¢ Bamu, — CKasajl OH BaTyX. — [IpoBOXy Bac
x0Ts Ob1 10 YeThipex [lepeBbeB.

— IpaBaa?! Bor 3q0poBo! Crniacubo Tebe, — obpagoBanach [lerestoliika.

— Ho Ttonbko mo UYetwipex [lepeBbeB! — mipoBopuasna Illep6arasi,
TOJHUMaAsICh Ha jarbl U 06/u3bIBasicb. — CerofiHs K MarepuHckomy KcTokKy
MOT'YT TOJOWTH JIULIb KOThI-L[e/TUTe/n!

OHa BCTpsAXHy/JaCchb W OTIIpaBU/Iach uvepe3 IIAlIOPOTHUKU Ha IIOJISHY.
BribexxaB Ha mosisiHy Bciieni 3a [lememtorikoii, OrHerpuB yBugen besbiiia.
Maribilll COCpPeJOTOYEeHHO YMBbIBAJICA BO3/1e MeHbKa. 3aBuzieB OrHerpuBa, OH
BCKOYWJI Y TIOHeCCS 3a HUM CJIe/IOM.

— ThI Kyz1a? — KPUKHY/I OH. — A MHe C TOO0U MOXKHO?

OruerpuB mnokocwics Ha IllepbaTyio u, B, UTO OHAa He BO3pakaer,
peini: — MoxxHo. Tebe 310 GyzeT mosie3Ho, a Ha 0OpaTHOM MYTH TOOXOTUMCS.

[TogHUMasICh TI0 CKJIOHY BC/Ie[ 3a 1ieJIUTe/IbHUL[aMU, OH ObICTPO 00BsSICHU
Benbinty, Kyza oHU HarpaBsitorcsi, U uto Llepbarasi c [lementomikoit OyayT
nenath y Beicokux Kamueii. B rmyoune MarepuHckoro Victoka nexan JIlyHHbIN
KameHb, ocienuTenbHO CUSIOLLMKA B CBeT/IyH0 HOUYb. LlepeMOHMSI MOCBSIeHUs
I[TereroLIKY [JOJKHA CBEPLUUTHCS IIPY JIyHHOM CBeTe KaMHS.

— A kak 310 Oyzer? — He orcrtaBan benbi. — LlepeMoHuUsi XpaHUTCS B
TaiiHe! — ripoBopuasa Illlepbarasi. — U He B3AyMaiil mpucTaBaTh C PacCIpOCaMU
K [lenenrolke, Korja OHa BepHeTCd B Jarepb. Llesvrenn He MMeEKOT IpaBa
pasmiallaTe TaliHy MOCBSLLEHUS.

— MbI BCce 3HaeM J/MIllb TO, YTO 3Be3[HOE TieMsi HaZleuT ee 0COObIM
MOTYI1|eCTBOM, — IOsICHWI OTHerpus.

— OcobbiM MoryiriecTBoM! — BOCXMILIEHHO TOBTOPWI besbiil, BO Bce
rnasa wisagd Ha [lemenoiiky, CJIOBHO OXHJasi, UTO OHA MPSAMO Cerlyac HauyHeT
TBOPUTH Uuyzeca.

— He obGonblijaiics, s oCTaHyCh TOM Ke cTapou ckyuHo [lemnentorkoit! —
paccMesisiaCh YUeHUL|a Lie/IuTe/IbHULIbI. — Thl He 3aMeTHUIlb HUKAaKUX [epeMeH.

[To Mepe Toro Kak KOTbI TpuOmkanuch kK YeTbipem [lepeBbsiM, COJHIIE
HauMHa/I0 MpUIeKaTb Bce xapye. OrHerpuB C HacaaXKJeHUeM HbIPST B T'YCTOU
TeHeK TMO0j JepeBbsiMd, 3aberas B MpoOxJ/afly BLICOKOW TpaBbl U B 3apOC/H
TarlOPOTHUKOB, JIaCKaBIIMX €ro pbDKYH IIepCcTKy. Bce uyBcTBa ero Obuiu
HarpspkeHbl 10 Tpefiesia, OHAKO OH yCIleBa/l KpaeM yxa IPUC/IYIIUBaTbCS K



GosiTroBHe Besbliilia, FPOMKO COOOIIIABILIETO €My O KaXK[IOM OKPY>KaroIlleM 3ariaxe.
Y OrnHerpuBa He ILIJI0O U3 TOJOBbI HeJlaBHee HaraJeHue nyiemMeHu BetTpa u
CympauHoro 1ieMeHH. B TOT pa3 UM yzanoch OTOUTH aTaky, HO Bpard MOIJIA B
o000 MOMEHT TIPeJIIPUHATL HOBYIO TIONBITKY yOuTb XBOocCTOnoMa. Tereph K
3TUM yIrpo3aM MpHUOaBUIUCh OCTIOKHEHHMS] C PeuHbIM ryieMeHeM W3-3a KOTSIT
KpyTtoboka! OrHerpuB B3/j0xHY/I. B Takoe rpeKpacHOe yTpO, KOTZa JepeBbs
3e/IeHe/IM CBEXKeW JINCTBOM, a KYCThl KHUILIEJW AWYbI0, HE XOTeI0Ch AYyMarh O
BOWHE U CMEpTH.

3a 3TUMU MBIC/SIMM OH W He 3aMeTWI, Kak BIepeiu BbIpocau YeTwipe
Hepea. [IpoTUCHYBUIMCH CKBO3b KYCThbI Ha TO/siHY, OTHErpUB [IOTHAJ TSHKEI0
xpoMariyro Ilernestoliky.

— Tbl yBepeHa B CBOeM peIlIeHUA? — TUXO CIOPOCWI OH. — ITO
JIeICTBUTE/IBHO TO, YETO Thl JKeJlaelllb?

— Heyxxenu Tbl He NOHWMaellb? — B IVla3ax I[lemesrolIKu BOepBble
TIpOMe/IbKHY/Ia TeHb TPeBOTH. — Terephb s MpOCTO 0bs3aHa U3YUUTh BCE, UTO

JOCTYTIHO 1ieJUTe/IbHULle, UYTOObI HU OfIHA KOIIIKa He yMepJia 1Mo Moeli BUHe, KaK
HecuacTHasi CepeOpsiHKa!

OruerpuB cogporHy/cs. OH roToB ObUT CHOBa M CHOBA TMOBTOPUTh, UTO B
cveptu CepebOpsiHku He Obiio [lerentomkKMHONW BUHBI, HO TIOHMMAJ, UTO 3TO
Oyzmet Gecriosie3Ho.

— U 310 mipuHeceT Tebe cyacTbe? — CIIPOCU OH. — XOPOIIIO /I ThI BCe
obaymana? Beab 1e/uTesibHUIIAM 3aripelljeH0 KWMeTh KOTSIT, — CKa3ald OH,
BcriomHuB [llepbaryio. B cBoe Bpemsi Iie/iuTe/lbHUIIA BbIHYXK/eHa Oblia
OTKas3aTbCsl OT CBOEr'0 He3aKOHHOI'0 KOTeHKa, U Telepb HUKTO, Kpome OrHerpusa,
He 3HaJl, YTO Y>KaCHbIM XBOCTOJIOM TIPUXOAUTCS €l POJAHBIM ChbIHOM.

— 3aro Bce JjieCcHble KOThbl CTAHYT MOMMM KOTATaMH, — BeCeJsio 3aypyasa
[Menentotiika. — [lake BouHbl! Illep6aTasi TOBOPUT, UTO Y MHOTMX XpaOpeljoB
MO3roB He Oosibllle, ueM Yy HOBOpOXAeHHbIX! — Ilemesntoliika TpWKanach K
OrHerpuBy Y JIaCKOBO TIOTepJiach 1jeKoi o ero 1ieKy. — Ho TeI Bcerga Oyzelb
MOUM JIYULIUM [ApyroM, OrHerpus.

Sl Hukorma He 3abyay TO, uTO Thl ObI MOWM TI€PBbIM HaCTaBHUKOM.
Oruerpus JIM3HYJI ee B yXO.

— Ilpowain, Ienesnroiika, — TUXO CKa3as OH.

— Pa3Be MbI paccraemcsi HaBcerjga? — BO3MYTWIach OHa. — 1 BepHyCh
3aBTpa Ha 3akate! Ho OrHerpuB mnpekpacHO MOHUMAJ, YTO B IOC/IAEJHUM pa3
BUAUT ee Tipe>kHel. OHa BepHeTcs Apyroil. OTHbIHe y Hee OyAyT HOBbIe CUJIbI U
3HaHUs, ¥ 00si3aHa MU OHa OyzleT He CBOel MpeABOAUTENbHUIIE, a 3Be3[HOMY
riemeHd. Tak, 60K 0 00K, OHU MPOILIA TIO TOJITHE MUMO YeThbIPeX OTPOMHBIX
ny060OB U TIOJHSIIUCh Ha CKJIOH, rae ux yxke »xkjganu Lllep6aras u Benbi. [epen



HUMU pacCcTusianach b6eckpaliHsis MyCTOlllb, JIerKUii BeTepoK rnpoberas no MOopro
Bepecka.

— A yto ecsiv miiemsi BeTpa Hamazer Ha Bac, Korja Bbl MOWeTe IO ero
3emsie? — 3abecrnokowsicst benbii.

— Jlroboli KOT HEeNpUKOCHOBeHeH Ha MyTu K Beicokum Kamusam, —
nosiciuna Illepbaras. — Kpome Toro, Hu ofvH BOMH He CMeeT Hara/aTh Ha
Lie/MTesner. 3Be3HOe IIeMs 3arpeljaeT Takoe 3/10[4eiMCTBO! — MOBepHYBLINCH K
ITenentortike, crapyxa cripocusia: — Tbl rotoBa?

— [Ha, uay! Ona B mocsegHud pa3 Jiv3Hyla OrHerprvBa M HbIPHYy/A B
3apOC/M BBICOKOM BeCeHHeW TpaBbl BCJ/Ie[] 3a CBOeM HacTaBHHULeW. Betepok
B3bEPOLIWI ee Cepyr IIepcTKy, U Ilemesroiika, He OIVIgAbIBAsACH, IOCKAaKasa
BIIEpe[.

C tsokenbiv cepauem OrHerpvB CTOST M CMOTped1 el Baien. OH roHuMal,
yto [lenestomka CTOMT Ha MOpPOre HOBOW CUYACT/IMBOM >KU3HU, HO TIPOZJOJDKA/
TOPbKO OTJIAKUBATh e HeCOCTOSIBILIYHOCS CY/Ib0Y.

— Korotb Tpebyet, utobbl si ceroiHs ke rocian besblilla OXOTUTHCS B
oguHOuKy! — coobiun OrHerpuB KpyTo6oky.

Cepblli yBajieHb C yUB/IeHWeM [TOCMOTpeJI Ha Apyra.

— A He paHO /i1? Beflb OH TO/IbKO-TOJ/IBKO CTajl YUYEHUKOM!

— Korots 1osaraet, 4yto He paHo! — noykas rieyaMu OrHerpus. — 3aro
OH TI03BOJIM/T MHE TIOUTU CJIefIoM U MOHab/I0aTh 3a ero ycrexamu. MoyKeT, U ThI
TIOMOJKelllb MHe?

OHM pasroBapyBa/ii Ha Cjefyloljee YyTpPO TIIOC/Ae BO3BpalleHus
ITenesiroriku. HakanyHe BeyepoM OrHerpuB BCTPeTUII ee, KOTZia OHa CIyCKaslach
Cc xonma B jarepb. [lerestolika JlaCKOBO T03/10pOBajiach C HUM, HO o0a OHU
3Ha/Ii, YTO BCe, npowusoulesiiee y Boicoknx KamHel, ocraHeTcs TaiuHou. JIuio
[TererOLIKM CBETU/IOCh HE3HAKOMBIM BOCTOProM, M OrHerpuBy IOUYLW/IOCH,
OyATO cama yHa CMOTPUT Ha Hero u3 ee ra3. OH ¢ TpyAoOM 3acTaBus ce0si He
ZlyMaThb O TOM, UTO HaBCer/a IoTepsiyl CBOX0 Ma/IeHbKYH0 YUEeHHULLY.

Teneppb OH cCuZen B KpanvBe U C YAOBOJbCTBHEM YIMUChIBAJ COYHYHO
MbIiKy. KpyTobok ripuctpousicsi psigoM. Ha 3eMse mepes HUM Jjie)kasia COPOKa,
HO OH IOYTHU He NPUKOCHYJICS K Heu.

— Hert, cmacubo, — orka3ancsi oH. — $1 obeirjan 3narolieiike TOMOYb
TIPUCMOTPETh 3a KOTATAMM. Y HUX KakK pa3 Haua/ld OTKPbIBATbCS IVIa3Ku! — C
TOPJOCTBIO COOOIIIUI OH.

OrHerpuB TofiymMas, 4to 3/arolieiika Obisia Obl TOJBKO pajia OTAOXHYTb OT
KpyToboka, HO HHUYero He cka3an. OH 3Ha/, UTO HUKAKas CWia He 3aCTaBUT
Zipyra OTOpBaThbCsl OT CBOMX KOTSIT.

— JlagHO! — KMBHY/ OH. — YBUAUMCA T103)Ke, — TIPOIVIOTUB MOC/IeJHUN



KyCOYeK MBIIIKH, OH Mo0eskasn pa3bicCKuBaTh beibiiiia.

B 310 yTpo KoroTh Obl1 oueHb 3aHAT. CHauasa OH OTIIPABWJ/ MaTpy/ib BO
rnaBe ¢ bypaHom o0cnenoBath rpaHuvily ¢ PeuHbiM TmiieMeHeM U OOHOBUTH
cTapble MeTKH, 3aTeM Tmocian [lecuanyto Bypio U Apyrux BOMHOB OXOTHTBCS
Bo3/ie 3MenHol T'opku. B 3Tol cymaroxe riarmiaraii coBceM 3a0bT Ha3HAUMTh
Benbillly MecTo A1 WChbITaHus, a OTHErpyMB pellu He BbICOBBIBATHCS C
HarlOMUHAHUSIMHU.

— Moskelib TI0MpoOOBaTh TOOXOTUTHCS BO37e >XWiuilla [IByHOruMX, —
TI0COBETOBAJI OH TIIeMSIHHUKY. — Tam Tebe He OyayT Melath natpyau. S Oyay
BCe BpeMsi He3aMeTHO TMpUIJISIIbIBaTh 3a ToOoW. Berpetumcs y TIpuHIiecCMHOTO
3abopa, uzaer?

— A MOXXHO MHe OyzieT ¢ Heli TTIOTOBOPUTD?

— MOXXHO, HO TOJIBKO TOC/Ie TOrO, KaK Ha/IOBUIIb Ky4yy AUUYW. 3allOMHUA —
51 3aripelijato Tebe caMoMy 3ase3aTh B cajf K [IByHOrMM U UcKaThb TaM [IpuHIeccy.
U He B31yMaii 3a0MpaThCs B UX [IOM, SICHO?

— He Oyay, — mnoobGemian Benbimn. [71a3ku ero cusiiv, OeocHeXXHast
1IepCTKa TOMOPLIW/Iach OT ejie Cep>XKuBaeMoro Boctopra. OrHerpuB HEBOJBHO
BCIIOMHW/I, KaK CaM OH TpsICCS OT BOJIHEHWS BO BpeMsi CBOell TepBOU
CaMOCTOSITeJTbHOM OXOThl. besibilll ke, HampoTuB, ObLT abCO/IIOTHO YyBepeH B
cebe. — JlagHo, nomu, — ckoMmaHzoBan OrHerpuB. — [locTtapaticst fo6paThbest
Tyla 70 ToNyAaHs! — KPUKHY/I OH, IsiAsi Bceqn yOeraroieMy y4YeHUKY. —
beperu cunel! lopora gomnras!

Ho Benbiii, He 3ame/iisisi 6era, BEICKOUW U3 jlarepsi U CKPbLICS B 3apOCIISIX
yrecHuka. OrHerpuB TO)Kaja IjleduaMd — TOPSIYHOCTh YueHUKa CKopee
no3abaBusia, Hexkev pasfocagoBana ero. OH rouckan rna3amu Kpyto6oka, HO
ero Hurzae He ObLIO BUHO, JIUIIIb TI0ay0ObejeHHasi COPOKa OIMHOKO Basisijlach B
KyCTaX KpaluBbl. «Y0exkasl B IeTCKYI0», — MOHs/1 OTHErpyB U TIOIIIe/T K BBIXOAY
13 jarepsi.

Cyzs 1o cuIbHOMY 3araxy y4yeHWKa, besiblill TijaTe/ibHO MpoYeckiBasl jieC B
nouckax f00brun. Kyuka BhIDBaHHBIX TepheB yKa3biBajia Ha MeCTO, T7ie MaJlbIlll
nmoiMas /po3Aa, Karii KPOBM Ha TpaBe CBUZIETeNbCTBOBAIM O Trubenu
3a3eBaBlIeiicsi MbllkU. Henopaneky ot Bricokux CoceH OrHerpuB Hailes
MecTo, T7e besbiiil 3akorasn 106614y, uTOOBI BEDHYTHCS 3a Hell Mo37Hee.

M cKpeHHe BOCXUIIIEHHBIN CTOJb OBICTPLIMM ycTieXxaMu yuyeHuka, OTHerpuB
nipubaBu/I 111aT, YT0ObI MOCMOTPETh, KaK MaJiblill Oy/IeT BbICIe)KUBATh OUePeIHYHO
nobeiuy. Ho He ycrien oH gobexkaTh [0 >kuiuila [IBYHOTUX, Kak yBUAEN
Benbiila. YueHWK €O Bcex Jialm Muajcs 0oOpaTHO MO COOCTBEHHOMY Crefy,
IIepCTh ero CTosizia bI0OM, T1a3a UCIyTaHHO CBepKaJIH.

— Bbenbin! OrHerpuB GpoCU/CS eMy HaBCTpeuy, XOJIo/iesi OT HEelOHSITHOTO



y’Kaca.

Mauviblll pe3ko OCTaHOBWJICS, B3PbIB KOI'TSMU COCHOBBIE WIVIBI U efjBa He
Bpe3aBIIMCh B CBOEr0 HACTaBHUKA.

— Tam uTo-TO IoX0e! — BBIJOXHYJI OH.

— Yr0? — j1efsAHbIe KOI'THU CTpaxa MosiocHy1u OrHerpusa IoO XKUBOTY. —
Yro-to c [IpuHueccoir?! I'oBopu!

— Ha Het! CoBcem He 10! f Bugen Kortd u Kakux-To He3HaKOMbIX KOTOB!

— Boszne xxummina JByHorux? — 6wicTpo cripocun OrHerpuB. — Tawm, e
MBI B TPOLIBbIM pa3 yuysiiu ux 3arnax? — [da! — noBen ycamu Benbiit. — OHu
coOpasuck Bce BMeCTe, y CaMOro Kpasi OmyIiku. $1 XoTesn mofouTy moOsivxke,
yTOOBI TIOC/TYIIaTh, O YeM OHU TOBOPSIT, HO MOOOsICS, UYTO MeHs BbIJacT Oesast
mepcTKa. Torza s pelua pa3bickarh Tebsl.

— Te1 Bce cpenan mpaBWibHO, — noxBasua OrHerpus, JIMXOPaJ04YHO
obaymbiBass cuTyaluio. — Ha koro moxoxkud 3Th KoThl? Kakum miemeHem
NaxHyT? besblll HeTeprie/IMBO 3aMOTasl F0JIOBOM.

— OHU He axHyT HUKAKUM IileMeHeM! OHM NaxHyT Iajanbio!

— Tb1 HUKOIIa paHblie He BUAe UX? MaJbllll CHOBa IoKayas roJIoBOM.

— Onu Bce Touue u ronopuele. IllepcTts y HUX Bcad B Kopocte. OW,
OrHerpus, OHU IPOCTO XyTKue!

— W Tem He MeHee OHM pasroBapuBalOT C Korrem, — MpauHO
nipobopmotan OrHerpuB. [locnenHee 06CTOSATENILCTBO He Ha IIYTKY TPEBOXKUIIO
ero. OH T1O/03p€eBa/, UTO He3HAaKOMble KOTbl ObLIM OBIBIIMMU BOMHAMU
CyMpayHOro mnjemMeHH, OTIIpaBJeHHbIMU B U3rHaHUEe BMeCTe CO 3Be370/I0MOM.
Bo Bceii okpyre Oonbllle He ObLJIO HUKAaKUX OpOJAr, U B3SATbCA UM OBLIO
HeoTKyzia. Ho uto obiriero y 3tux HerozsieB ¢ Korrem?!

— JlagHo! — pemmcs oH HakoHel. — My 3a mHoM. CTynah TUXO, Kak
OyATO KpaZielibCs 3a MBIIITKOM.

OH OCTOPOXXHO [BUHY/ICA K JKWIMILY [IBYHOTMX, COCHOBBIE WIOJIKK
TUXOHBKO TMOCKDUIIbIBA/IM TIOZ, ero OecilyMHbIMM Janiamu. 1o Kpasi OMyIKU
ObLIO ellle /1a/IeKo, KOryla OH TIOUYsiT Pe3KWi Kolllauui 3arnax. [1axyio cuibHO, HO
OH CyMeJ pas3/uuuTh UL OTYeT/MBbIM Ayx Kortda. Ho He ycrien OrHerpus
roAyMarh O [viaimiarae, Kak Korotb BBICKOUM/I Ha IOJISIHY, SBHO Harlpab/issCh B
CTOPOHY Jiarepsi.

[Tog cocHamu He ObLJIO HU €IUHOTO KYCTHKa, Tak uTo OrHerpuBy u besbiiiry
HUYEro He OCTaBajoCh, KPOMe KaK KWHYTbCS Ha [THO OJHOW U3 TIyOOKUX
NOXXOMH, TIPOMSITHIX UYJOBUILHBIM [IpeBOTpbI30M, U MOJIUThL 3Be3[HOe IieMsi
CKPBITh UX OT IVIa3 [viallarasi.

3a Kortem Tpycuna Kyuka TOIIMX KOToB. [/1a3a ux ropenu, mactu Obuiv
KafHO pasuHyThl. OHU ObUIM Tak yBJeuYeHbl IOTOHEM, UTO He 3aMeTUIu



OrverpuBa " Dbesbillla, Jiexal[ux IIOYTA Ha BHAY, BCEro B HECKOJIbKUX
KPOJIMYbKMX TPbDKKAX OT HUX.

Korza KoTel Tipo6ekaii Mmumo, OTHErpuB MOAHSIT TOJIOBY W TTOCMOTPe/T UM
BCjiel. B mepBbli MOMEHT OH 3aMep OT CTpaxa, He B CWlax IIOBEPUTh
coOcTBeHHbIM T/Ma3aM. KOTOB ObLIO C/IMIIIKOM MHOTO — ropasfo Oofbiiie TOM
IPYNIIKY, KOTOpasi Korga-to rokuHyna CympauHoe ruiemsi. Bugymo, Korors
cymen HaBepOOBaTh B CBOIO OaH/y O/[MHOYEK.

W Tenieps OH Bes uX B j1arepb 1’ po3oBoro riemeHu!



I'naBa XXVII

— bexxum! — nipykasan OrHerpus yuyeHUKy. — beru, Kak HUKOrjja paHblie
He Oeran! U, He orisifpiBasich Ha Besblilia, OH c/ioMsl TOJIOBY OpoCU/ICs B yarly.
Hazio ObLI0 TOPOTUTHCS, TI0Ka OCTaBaslach XoTsl Obl cabasi Hajiex/1a orepeguTh
GaHAUTOB U MpeAyIPeauTh riemsi!

«KoroTb ¢ paHHero ytpa otocsaa U3 jarepsi naTpyiad, — Ha bery rnogyman
OruHerpus. — A MHe BejeJ NPUIVISAbIBATE 3a besbillioM. B jiarepe He ocTanoch
HU OJHOT'O BOUWHA. BbIXOAUT, OH 3apaHee BCe IpocyuTat!»

OrHerpuB Oexkan U 6exas, ero CUibHbIe MBIIIbI PUTMUYHO CKUMAJTUCh U
paccnabnsinick, Hecsi ero Briepes. Ho fobexaB o XonMa, OH yBUJeN, KakK B
IallOPOTHUKOBOM TYHHeJIe MeJIbKHY/IW 3aJHUe Jialbl U XBOCT [OC/eHero
pasboiinrka. Ono3zan!

He ocraHaBmuBasicb, OrsHerpuB IOMYajaCsd [0 KPYTOMY CKJ/IOHY BHUS3,
Benbitn 6pocusicst Beies 3a HUM. HabpaB B rpyap mobosibiiie Bo3ayxa, OrHerpus
YTO eCTh CUJTbI KpUKHY/: — ['po3oBoe 1iemst! Bparu! Hanazator! OH ObL1 yxke y
CaMOro BX0/ja B TyHHe/Ib, KOT/|a 13 Jlarepsi MOC/IbIILIA/ICSA JPYTOW KPUK:

— Ko mHe, ['po3oBoe miems! 31o kpuyan Korors.

Ha kakoii-ro mur OrHerpuB TofymMasa, uto owmuOcs. MokeT ObITb,
Opozisiurie KOThI TipecsiefioBaau Kortsi, a BoBCe He COMIPOBOXK/ain ero?!

OH BbUIETE/l Ha MOJAHY KakK pa3 B TOT MOMeHT, Korza Korots cmeso
KUHYJ/ICSt Ha 6aHly pa300MHUKOB, a Opoasaru ¢ BoeM Bpocuiuck BpacchinmHyto. Co
CTOPOHBI MOIVIO T[OKa3arbCsd, UTO [VIallaTal BCTYNW/JI B T[epOUYecKoe
e1nHOOOPCTBO C OTPOMHOM TOMMOM, HO OTrHErpuB MpeKpacHO BU[EN, UTO
ripefiaTesib Zia’ke He BLIMYCTU/I KOortu. OTBaXkHas 3aIliuTa Jyiarepsi Obiia He Gosee,
yeMm rmnpezcraBieHreMm! KoroTh mipuBesn BparoB B COOCTBeHHBIN jarepb, HO
OKa3ajCs HAaCTOJIbKO XWUTep, UTO T1103a00TWU/CS O TIPUKPLITUM CBOEro
TrpejaTebCTBa.

Ho ceituac 6b1710 He BpeMms Zijisi pa3MbliiieHnid. bpoasuast 6aHia mpoHUKIIa
BHYTpPb, HO IIOKa He Jejiajla HUKAaKUX [OMbITOK 3aXBaTWUTh Jjarepb. OTrHerpus
CTpeMHUTebHO 00epHy/cs K bernbiiy:

— beru ckopee, pasbllljyi NaTPy/IU U NPpYUBEAU UX Crofal — rprkasaa OH. —
bypan mnarpymupyer rpaHully ¢ PeunbiM 1uieMeHeM, a IlecuanHas bypsa
oTrpaBuiack K 3mMenHou ['opke.

— Cnywatock, OrHerpuB! — KpPUKHYN1 y4yeHUK, Opocasch oOpaTHO B
TYHHeJIb.

He Tepsin BpemeHu, OrHerpuB Opocuscs Ha Omkaiiiiero Opoasary u



CBUPETO TOJIOCHY/ ero KOrTsMU 1o 60Ky. Pa300oiiHUK 3aBU3Kan U 00epHYy/Cs K
HeMy, 3aHecs Jiansl /14 yaapa. EMy ynanocs onpokvHyTh OrHerprsa Ha 3eMJIHO,
HO TOT CTajl SIPOCTHO OTOMBAaThHCS 3aJHUMM JiallaMH, 3aCTaBUB MPOTHUBHUKA C
BOEM OTCTYIUTb.

OrnerpuB Bckouus. [llepcTh ero ctosiia fibiooM, XBOCT SIPOCTHO MOTAJICS U3
CTOPOHBI B cTopoHy. OH yBHU7e/, KaK y Bxo/ja B /leTcKyto KpyTobok c 6e3ymHoi
SIPOCTBIO0 CPa)KaeTCsi CO CBET/IO-PbDKUM pa3boiiHukoM. CLenMBIIKCE B K/1yOOK,
OHU KaTa/luChb TIO 3em/ie, CTapasiChb [OCTaTb APYT Apyra KOrTsaMu U 3ybamu.
YepHoOypka ¥ [opHocTalika [panuch CO 3[0pOBEHHBIM OaHZWTOM, BJBOE
IPeBOCXOAAIMM UX MO0 pasMepy. Bossne mnemepsl BoMHOB Kucrtouka pBasa
repeJHUMM KOTTSMU OTPOMHOTO TI0JI0CATOr0 KOTa, SIPOCTHO Jisiras ero B OOK
3a/IHUMH JlallaMHu.

B cnepyromyro cekyHny OrHerpuB yBUfe/l TO, UYTO 3aCTaBWIO €ro
MOXO0JIOAeTh  OT HeoXuJaHHOCTH. IlneHHbili XBocToioM Opocusicsi Ha
oxpaHsiBiLlero ero /IpiMa M cxBaTuwi ero 3ybamu 3a ropso. Momnogoi BovH
OTYasiHHO PpBAJICSs, MbITasiCb OCBOOOAUTLCS, HO, HECMOTPSI Ha CBOIO CJIETMOTY,
XBOCTOJIOM OCTaBa/ICsl HelpeB30M/eHHbIM BOMHOM. OTHEerpuB He BepU/ CBOUM
rna3am. [IleHHUK BCTa/l Ha CTOPOHY CBOMX OBIBIIMX MPUCIENIHUKOB, KOT/a-TO
V3THAaHHBIX BMecTe ¢ HUM K3 CympauHoro ruieMeHU! OH OTKPBITO BBICTYIIWJI
IpOTUB [pO30BOro IJIeMeHY, IPOTMB KOTOB, KOTOpble Jajd emy IIpUIOT U
PUCKOBa/IA )XU3HIMHU, 3alljvlijas ero OT Bparos!

1 TyT B Mo3ry OrHerpuBa MpPOMe/ILKHYJIO MO/Ty3a0biTOe BOCTIOMUHAHUE.
OH cHOBa yBujesn, Kak Korote U XBOCTOJIOM Jie)KaT PSAABILIKOM, [pY»KeCK!
BbUIM3bIBasi Jpyr [pyry Ooka. BrixoguT, 3To He ObUIO HeOXUJAHHBIM
niposiBfieHreM wmwiocepusi! Korote [aBHO BCTYMUI B CrOBOP C OBIBIIUM
TpaHoM CymMpauyHOro IjiemMmeHu!

Ho aymath 06 3ToM ObIIO y>ke HeKoria, Hafio Obio crmacath [Ibpima! He
ycrien OrHerpuB 1po0eXxaTh U TOJIOBUHBI MYTH, KaK Ha CITUHY eMy KUHYJICS elle
opvH pa3boitHuK. OcTpble KOI'TH pBaHy/IM OOK, OellleHble 3e/ieHble I71a3a Bpara
Ha MIHOBEHHE OUyTWIHCh COBCeM 0sin3Ko. OTHerpuB OCKaJWICS U TOMBITAJICS
BMUTHCST 3y0amMu B Tijledo pa3boifHMKa, HO TOT C CWUJIOW OTTOJKHY €ro u
TIOJIOCHYJI KOT'TSAMU 110 yXy. OrHerpvB ONPOKUHYJICA Ha CIIMHY, [I0CTaBUB Bpary
Ge33allUTHBIN KUBOT, HO pPa300MHUK BAPYT C BOeM OTTMPSIHY/ U BBITYCTUJ €ro.
OrHerpuvB MOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY U YBU/Ie/, UTO Ha XBOCTe pa300MHWKA TOBUC FOHBIM
Ilapanka. OrpoMHbIi KOT C BOEM HOCW/ICS TIO TOJsiHe, Bojioya 3a CobOoi
xpabporo yueHuKa, MOKa TOT, HaKOHell, He pa3Kajl Ye/J0CTM U He T03BOJIWI
Bpary 0exxarb.

— Cnacubo! — npoxpunen OrHerpus, nogHuMasicb. — CriaBHast paboral
[laparika KOpOTKO KHMBHYJ U Opocuscs Ha momoiilb KpyTo6oKy, ciep>kriBaBiiiemMy



pa300iiHMKOB y Bx0/ja B AeTckyr. OrHerpuB ObICTpO 0OBes ria3aMu TIOJISTHY.
IObiMa Hurge He OBIIO BUHO, 3aTO XBOCTOJIOM Y’Ke [OKOBBUIS/T TIOUTU [0
cepefUHbI TOJISAHBI, Orviallasi BO3ZyX XYTKMM BOeM, OT KOToporo y OrHerpuBa
cepAiie 3acThbI0 B TPyZAU. JTOT CJIeTIOM KOT A0 CuX Top o6majjan Kako-To
CTpPAILHOU, MOYTHU MOTYCTOPOHHEH CUJION, BbI3bIBaBILIEN yKacC y CMEPTHBIX.

[TonstHa Kwulllesna JAepyluMuUcs KoTamu, U OrHerpuB cobpascsi yxe
TIPUCOEIMHUTBCA K CBOUM TOBapMIlaM, KakK BAPYT CTpallHas MbIC/Ib 3aCTaBUjIa
ero oueneHeTs. I'ne Cunss 3Be3na?

CepJie ero mporyCcTWIO OAUH yAap, Korja oH NoHsul, 4yTo Kortd Toxe HeT
cpeay cpakaroluxcsi. KakuM-To 11eCTbIM 4UyBCTBOM OH TOHSUI, UTO TIPOUCXOJUT
yto-T0 cTrpamHoe. OO6orHyB CuHer/nasky, Tep3alolllyl0 KOTTAMU U 3ybOamu
3nopoBeHHOro Opopsry, OrHerpuB Opocuics B meijepy CuHeli 3Be3fbl.
[TogbexxaB K BXOAy, OH YC/bIllajJ [AOHOCSIIUNCS W3HYTPU TUXUM TOJ0C
TIpeIBOJIUTE/ILHULIBI U €/IBa YCTOSI/T HAa HOTaX OT 00JierueHusl.

— Ceiiuac He Bpemsi Aymatb 00 3ToMm, Korotb, — roBopuna Cusss
3Be3ga. — Ilnemsi Hyxpmaercss B Hac! Ha Hecko/sbKO CeKyH[ B Iiewjepe
BOLlapM/ach TUILLIKWHA, TOTOM OTHerpuB YC/bIA/A CTPAHHBIM, OLIEeJIOM/IEHHBIN
rosoc rnpeaBoAuTe/bHULB: — Korote? B oTBeT pa3janoch HacMeLIMBOe
pbIUaHue.

— IlepenaBaii mpuBet 3Be3nHOMY TieMeHU, CuHss 3Be3nal

— Onomuuck, Korots! — rosnoc npeaBogvTe/IbHULBI IPO3BYyYasl pesue, B
HeM He ObUIO UM TeHM CTpaxa, TOMbKO THeB. — Thl He 3a0bui, 4YTO 5
rpeIBOJMTe/IbHHULIA [JIEeMeHU?

— Tebe Hefonro ocranock ObITH eto! — B3peBes Korotb. — [loTomy uTo
ceituac s yObto Tebsi, a MOTOM C/iesiaro 3TO ellje pa3, U ellje — /10 TeX Top, MoKa
He oTrpaBto Tebsi B 3Be3HOe mieMsi!

OrHerpvB ycC/billlaja, Kak B3jieTesl U 00OpBa/iCs MPOTECTYHOIIUNA KPUK
Cuneit 3Be3zipl. TspKesible KOLIaubM Jlarbl MPOTOMNAIM MO 3eMJISHOMY IOJIy, a
TIOTOM M3 Mellepbl JOHeCI0Ch YTPOsKarolliee pbluaHue.



['maBa XXVIII

OrHerpuB TpBITHY/ B Melljepy, 0OpbiBasi MOJIOT U3 JIMIIAMHUKOB. Korots u
Cunsist 3Be3zia 60porch Ha 3eMyIsTHOM Tos1y. Kortu mipejBouTe/IbHULBI CHOBA U
CHOBa CKOJIb3WIU II0 MOryuyeMy Iuleuy [viamiaras, HO TOT BCEM CBOMM BeCOM
TIpWKUMaa ee K 3emje, He faBasi molneBenuThcsi. OckasieHHble 3yObl KorTs
COMKHYJIMCh Ha ropjie CrHel 3Be3/ipl, a )KyTKUe KOI'TH PBa/u ee CIIUHY.

— Ilpenarenb! — 3aBonun OrHerpuB. OH KMHYJICA Ha IV1allaTasi i C CUIOU
y4apWi ero KOITaMu I0 m1a3aM. KoroTte OTIpsiHy/, BbITyCTHMB ropiao CuHen
3Be3apl, U Torga OrHerpuB yJapwi ero CHoBa. Kortu ero 3salenuim yxXo
rnauiarasi, GOHTaHYUK KPOBU B3METHYJICS B BO3JyX.

CuHsg 3Be3za OTIION3/1a B CTOPOHY U 3amepsia, omlylleHHass. Oruerpvus He
yCries TMOHATb, HAaCKOJIBKO CWU/IBHO OHA paHeHa, [OTOMY 4YTO CTpPAlLlUHbIA yZaap
obpy1uiacs Ha Hero cOoky. Oto Koroth uto ObUIO CHM yAapua ero 3aJHUMU
naraMy. OTHerpyB MOCKOJIb3HYJICS Ha eCYaHOM I10Jy M yriaj, a Korore TyT e
TIPBITHY/T Ha Hero cBepxy. K HemMy TNpUOMU3UINCH TIO/HBIE SIPOCTU STHTapHBIe
I/1a3a r/anaras.

— MpimHoe aeppMo! — 1mmmnen Korots. — HakoHell-To st ciyiify ¢ Tebs
1Kypy! Kak mosro s »kzgan 3Toro yaca!

OrHerpuB Hampsrcsi, cobupasi Bce cBou cuiabl. OH ObLT Ha BOJIOCOK OT
CMepTH, HO UyBCTBOBa/ Ccebsi HeMPUBBIYHO CBOOOJHBIM. KOHUMIOCH BpeMsi JKU
u obmana! M Cunsisi 3Be3ma, u KoroTh packpbiid CBOW TaiiHbl. Bosbliie He
HY)KHO OBbLI0 HUUero CKpbiBaTh. HacTamo BpeMsi OTKPbITTON OOpHObI He Ha
JKW3Hb, a Ha CMepTh.

OrHerpuB HalenuICsd I[ViallaTald B TOpJio, HO Korore C J/1€rkoCTbrO
OTKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY, U KOrtvd OrHerpuBa 3aryTaauCb B €ro I'yCTOW LIepCTH, He
TIPUYMHUB Bpary HUKakoro Bpeza. OfHAaKO, yBOpauuBasiCh, IVialllaTald HeBOJIbLHO
ocabun  cBow xBaTtKy, W OTHerpMB TyT J’Ke BOCIIO/b30Ba/CSd 3TUM.
[TepekaTuBIIMCh Ha OOK, OH B MMOC/E[HUI MOMEHT u3be)kaa CMepTeTbHOro yiapa
B He3allUIL|eHHYIO 1I€el0.

— [HomarHsas kucka! — rmopapasHui ero Korots, rnpucenas Ha 3aJHUX
narax [js HoBoro Opocka. — Wau crofa, s mokaxy Tebe, KaK CpakaroTcst
HAaCTOsLL1ie BOUHBI!

OH kuHyscsa Ha OrHerpuBa, HO TOT yCIle/l OTCKOUUThb B CTOPOHY. IIbITasce
pa3BepHyTbCS B TeCHOTe Iiellepbl, KOrorb IMOCKOJIb3HY/ICS B JIy)Ke KPOBU U
HEJIOBKO 3aBasinjICcs Ha OOK.

OTO IJIUIOCH BCero MrHoBeHUe, HO OTHerpuB yCriesa UM BOCIIOJ/Ib30BaThCS.



Kortu ero c cwioii oOpymwivMch Ha He3alUILeHHbIM >KUBOT IialliaTasi.
Bphi3Hyna KpOBb, IIEpCTh Ha >KMBOTe KOrTd TyT ke HaMOK/a M IMOTeMHesa.
KoroTh TIpOH3UTENBbHO 3aBUKaA, a OrHerpuB OpPOCWICS Ha HEro CBepXy U
Blenu/ica 3ybamMu B TOpJiO0, TIPOJIO/DKasi TI0JIOCOBATh KOTTSMU TIO >KUBOTY.
['namaraii Bce ellje COMPOTUBJISICS, HO KPOBb XJieCTajlia M3 Hero pyuybeM, U C
Ka)KZIOW CEeKyH/I0l TTOMBITKM 0CBOOOAUTHLCS CTAaHOBWIMCH BCe ciabee U crabee.
OpHoli nanot OrHerpuB MpUJaBUI K 3emiie nepefHtoro jany Korts, apyrou
HaCTYIWI eMy Ha Ipy/b, IPWKUMas K 3eMIe.

— Cunss 3Be3nal — mo3Ban OH, Ha CEKyHJy OTMHyCKasi FOpJi0 Bpara. —
[Tomoru MHe yaepskaTh ero!

CuHss 3Be3[a HEMOABWXKHO CHZe/ia B CBOEM yCT/IaHHOM MXOM THe3/bILIKe.
[To 116y ee TOHKOM CTPYMKOM CTeKasia KDOBb, HO CTpalliHee Bcero Obljia He paHa,
a >)KyTKOe BbIpakeHUe, 3acThIBlIee B I71a3ax npeABoguTebHULIbL. CHHssS 3Be3za
CMOTpeJia TIpSIMO Tiepefi co00M, U B ee JieITHbIX I7la3aX CTOs/T y»ac, OyJTo oHa
TOMBKO UTO YyBUjesla CTpalllHyl0 rubesb BCEro, ueMy IOCBATH/IA BCHO CBOHO
)KU3Hb.

YcnbimaB Kpuk OrHerpuBa, OHa B3JpOTHy/a, OyaTo mpoby»Kaasch 0TO CHa.
MenieHHO, CJIOBHO B KakKOM-TO OLlelIEeHEHWM, OHa MOJO0LIAa K AepyLIuMcS U
ynana, Ha 3afHue janbl Kortsi, mprkumasi ux K 3emsie. [lake Ternepb, BecChb
TIOKPBITHI PaHaMu, CMepTelbHbIMU MJisi H060ro KoTa, Koroth mnpojomkarn
cpakatbcsa. [1a3a ero mosbixaau HeHaBUCTBIO, OH OWJICS, OChITasi CTPALIHBIMU
npok/ATUAMU OrHerpusa U CHUHIOKO 3Be3zy.

Kakas-To TeHb 3acjioHwna Bxod, W OrHerpuB ycC/bllllajg XPUILIOE,
TpepLIBUCTOE AbixaHue. OH TOBEepHY/ TOJIOBY, OXHJas YBUAETb KOTO-TO U3
Hama/aBimX, HO 310 Obi1 KpyToGok. B mepByto cekyHny OrHerpuB He y3Hasl
CBOEro JIpyra, Tak oH ObL1 n3paHeH. KpoBb cTpyuiack U3 riyboKol paHbl Ha ero
6oky, a Kora KpyTobok 3aroBopusi, Ha rybax ero rokasassach KpoBaBasi TieHa:

— CuHss 3Be3/1a, Mbl... — Haya/l OH, HO TyT K€ 3amM0Jiua/l, MOTPSICEeHHbIN:
— Ornerpus! Uto TyT npoucxogur?!
— Korotb xoTen youts Cuniow 3Be3ny! — Bbinanun OrHerpuB. — Ml €

T00OOM OKa3anuck npaBbl. OH Mpeaaresib. ITO OH IIPUBEJT B Jlarepb 0OaHAUTOB!

Heckonbko cekyHz KpyToO0OK Mo/T4a CMOTpes Ha HUX, TIOTOM BCTPSIXHYJICS,
OyATO TONMBKO UTO BbLIe3 U3 BOJIbI.

— MbI TeprivuM rMopakeHve, — TIPpOXpUriesi OH. — KX CJIMIIKOM MHOTO.
CuHsas 3Be3z1a, HaM HY>KHa TBOSI TIOMOLLIb!

CuHsas 3Be3a MOCMOTpesia Ha Hero, HO HWYero He OTBeTW/a. [Jia3a ee
OCTaBa/MCh 0Oe3KM3HEHHBbI, CJIOBHO CTpalllHas TIpaBJa O IIpeaTeabCTBe
r/1aliarasi OKOHUaTebHO CJIOMUIIA ee IyX.

— S moiiay! — petnn OrHerpuB. — KpyTo0o0K, 0CTaHBCS 371eCh U TIOMOTH



Cuneli 3Be3fe yaepsxarb Korsi.

[Tocie GUTBBI MBI C HUM pa3bepeMcs.

— MB&I ellle MOCMOTPHUM, KTO C KeM pa30epeTcsl, KOTeHOueK! — TIpoxpuries
Korots, oTriieBbiBasi 1eCOK 13 MacTH.

KpyTob60K, XpoMasi, TpubIM3U/ICS K T/1allarar v 3aHsi1 Mecto OrHerpuBa,
MOCTaBUB Janbl Ha rpyab Kortsa. B mocneguuii mur OrHerpuB 3akosieOaics,
6osick, uTo M3paHeHHbIM KpyToOoK u orernieHeBiass CuHss 3Be3la He CyMelOT
cripaBuThCa ¢ Kortem. OfiHakKo r/amiata Mpoio/bKaa UCTeKaTb KPOBBIO, U €ro
COTIPOTUBJIEHHE C KaXKI0M CeKYH/I0M oc/iabeBario.

[ToBepHYBIIMCh, OTHETPUB BBICKOUM/I Ha TIO/ISIHY.

B mepBbIii MUT eMy TI0Ka3ajoCh, UTO B jlarepe OCTa/IMCh OJHU OaHUTHI.
3areM OH Hauas pa3/iMuaTh B T'yllje BparoB 3HakoMmble Gurypnl. OH yBUe/, Kak
ObeTcs Mo JlarlaMyd OTPOMHOTO Opojsiuero Kota [[0o/iIr0XBOCT, KaK OTYasiHHO
OpocaeTcst Ha Bpara cTtapbiii JIOCKyT, efiBa ycrieBasi yBOpaulBaTbCsl OT OCTPBIX
KOI'TeH, HalleJIeHHbIX €My B HOC.

OrHerpvB TMOYYBCTBOBa/, KaK CTPEMMTEIbHO TalOT €ro CWibl. BbUTBa C
Kortem u3Hypu/ia ero, paHbl, HQHECEHHbIe T/allaTaeM, ropesu orHemM. OH He
3HaJ, I0/]IT0 JIU CMOXKET TIPO/IePKaThCSl.

U TyT cnyunsnioch uyo. ITHCTUHKTUBHO YKJ/IOHUBIIMCH OT KOTTeM KaKOW-TO
Toleli pppkel Koiku, OTHerpuB KpaeM I7ia3a yYBH/Iesl, Kak Ha T0JIsTHy ¢ O0eBbIM
K/IMueM BbIOeraeT CTpOiiHasi, cepasi C TOMyObIM OTJIMBOM BOUTE/ILHHUIIA.

«CuHsis1 3Be3ia — U3yMJIEHHO NoAyMman oH. — A rje ke Korote?!» U TyT
OH MOHS/I, UTO omunocsa. JT1o 6puta He CuHss 3Be3ga. JTo Oexkana HeBugnmka.
OpHuM TsDKeNbIM yaapoM OrHerpyuB OTOPOCH/ OT cebst pbDKYI0 pa30oMHULY U
BCTa/l Ha HOTU. V3 TyHHe/is Ha MOMSHY OJWH 3a JIPYTUM BBICKAaKHWBAaM BOWHBI
Peunoro ruiemenu. OH y3Han Ouenotky, Kamnsi, UepHoro Kortd... Bcnep 3a
HUMH B Jlarepb BopBascs bypaH c narpysneM. BouHbl ObITH TIOJTHBI CHJT U KMTIE/IN
OT SIPOCTH, XBOCTbl MX BOMHCTBEHHO TOpYa/id BBepX. BBIyCTUB KOT'TH, OHHU
KUHYJIUCh Ha BParos.

BHe3arnmHoOe TMosiB/ieHHEe TIOJKPeIIeHUs] BbI3BA/I0 TIAHWUKY Cpeaud Opopsr.
[TepBoii C AWKUM BOIUIEM HAyTeK OpoCHIach pbDKasi KOINIKA, aTaKOBaBIIIas
OrHerpvBa, 3a Heull TOTSHYJUCh OCTajbHble. OTHErpvB TPO3HO 3allMIen U
c7iesia/l HeCKOJIBKO I11arOB B CTOPOHY Oeryiiux, 4roObl YCKOPUTb OTCTYILIeHHE,
HO 3TO OKa3aj0Ch U3/UIITHUM. JIUIIUBIIHNCH CBOETO BOXK/Is, BU/Is, KaK YCKO/Ib3aeT
13 J1ar Takasi 6im3Kast mobesia, Bpard MTHOBEHHO pacTepsiid CBoi 60eBol [iyX H
JlyMaJid TOJIbKO O TOM, KakK ObI TTOCKOpee YHeCTH HOTH.

B cunTaHHbIe CeKyH/Ibl OaH/la Kcue3/ia B MallOPOTHUKAX, OPOCHB Ha MOJIsHEe
TSDKeJI0 M3paHeHHOro XBocrtosioma. Crerner ObIT C HOT [0 TOJOBBI 3a/IAT
KPOBBIO, OH CKpe® KOrTsSIMH 3eMJIIF0 U »KaJ00HO MsyKas, KakK TTOTepsBIIUMICS



KOTEHOK.

Korga OrHerpuB BepHy/CSl, BOUHbI PeUHOro IJIeMeHU TYT Ke OKPYKWUIU
ero, TPOMKO BbIpa)kast CBOM CO00/Ie3HOBAHUSI.

— Cnacubo BaM, — mobnarogapun OrHerpuB. — YecTHOe C/OBO, 51 B
JKU3HU TaK HUKOMY He pa/ioBasiCs, KaK Bam cerofHs!

— §1 y3Hana ObiBiIKMX BOoMHOB CyMpayHOro 1yieMeHU, — MpauyHOo COO00IIuIa
OuesnioTka. — ODTO Te Mep3aBLibl, YTO YILIIJIM BMeCTe CO 3Be30/10MOM!

— OHu cambie, — noATBepua OTHerpuB, pelvB He cO00IaTh COCesIM O
nipegarenscTBe Korta. — HO Kak BbI y3Ha/id, YTO HaM Hy)KHa IOMOLLb? —
CITIOXBAaTHUJICS OH.

— Mpbl Huuero He 3Hamu! — oro3Basack HeBupumvka. — Mbl npuiim
roroBopuTth ¢ CuHel 3Be3/101 110 TTIOBOAY...

— He Ttemneps! — obopBana ee OriesioTka, Ho OTHerpuUB U Tak A0rajancs,
YTO KOLLIKA XOTeJsla CKa3aThb «I10 [T0BOAY KOTAT».

— TI'po3oBoe rmiemMsi [IO/KHO BOCCTAHOBUTH CWJIbI TIOC/Ie OWTBBI, —
r/1alaras rpaljio3HO MOK/I0HWIach OrHerpuBy. — MBI 0UeHb pajibl, YTO CMOI/IU
riomoub BaM. [lepesali peaBOAWTE/IbHNLIE, UTO MBI 3alZEM TT03XKeE.

— Xoporuo, — noo6etian OrHerpus. — U elije pa3 criacu6o.

[TpoBOAMB I71a3aMU YIA/SIFOIIUXCST KOTOB, OH OrJisifiesnicst. Best monsiHa Obina
3a7MTa KPOBbKO M ycbimaHa miepctblo. Illepbaras u Ilemesntoliiika, He Tepsis
BpeMeHM, Yy)Ke Hauaqu OCMaTpuBaTb DaHeHbIX. Bo Bpemsi OUTBbI OHU He
nornajamicb OrHerpMBy Ha IJia3a, HO Terlepb OH 3aMeTWlI, uTo o00e
L{e/TUTe/TbHULIbI CII/IOLIb IMOKPBITHI pAHAMM OT BpakeCKUX KOI'TeH.

OH rnyboko B3poxHy. [Iputiio BpeMs peliiath Cyab0y Kortsi, HO OH HUKaK
He MOT coOpaThbesi € cuiaMu. PaHbl ropesiv orHeM, Kax/ioe JBIKeHUe /1aBajioCh
C OIPOMHBIM TPYZOM, YCTajible MbIIILIbI OTKAa3bIBa/JIUCh TOBUHOBATLCsS. OrHerpyvs
3aKOBbLISIT K Tmellepe CriHert 3Be3bl, HO TYT €ro OCTAaHOBW/I M3yMJIEHHBIU
OKJIMK:

— Ornerpus! Uto ciayunnocs?! OH MOBepPHY/CA Y YBUZE/] BePHYBLIMNCS
orpsz Ilecuanont bBypy, a 3a HUMM — TsKesio nibIxTAWlero besnbima. [lecuanas
Bypsi cHoBa U cHOBa 00BO/W/Ia B3IVISIIOM TOJSIHY, CJIOBHO HUKAK He Moryia
TIOBEpUTh COOCTBEHHBIM I71a3aM.

OrxerpuB yCTaso rokadasu rojioBoM.

— Pas0oiinnku XBocTomoMa! — OypKHY/T OH.

— Omnars?! — ¢ oTBpaljeHreM npoiuunesna Kouika. — Hazerocs, Tenepb
CuHsda 3Be3za TPWXK/BI II0AyMaeT, [peXK/ie YeM pellUT CHOBA IpeJjoCTaBUTh eMy
ybexwurre!

— Teneps Bce ropasno C/0kHee, — BblfAaBul OrHerpuB, He Haxons
cnoB. — IlecuaHast byps, Tbl MOXelllb CZienaTh A/l MeHs OHY Belllb, He 3a/iaBasi



BOIpocoB? — Kollika mo/103puTeIbHO TTOKOCHU/IACh Ha HEro.

— CMOTp4 Kakyto.

— Wmm B meriepy CuHed 3Be3/ibl U pa30epych C TeM, UTO TaM YBHUMIIIb.
Jlyuiite Bo3bMH cebe KOro-HAOY/Ib B TTOMOII]b. .. [1artopoTHUK, moiau ¢ [TecuaHoit
bypel, nagHo? CuHss 3Be3/ia CKakeT BaM, UTO Jle/iaTh.

«ITo kpaiiHelt Mepe, 51 OU€Hb Ha 3TO HaZIEFOCh», — 3aKOHUMJI OH TIPO cebsl.

[lecuanasi Bypsi, Tipoflo/Kasi  HENOBOJILHO  XMYDUTBCS, KHBHYJ/IA
[TarmopoTHUKY ¥ HampaBwWiach B CTOPOHY Bricokou Ckanbl. OrHerpuB OCTasCs
ovH. bosblie Bcero Ha cBeTe ceruac ero tpeBokwia Cunsig 3Be3zna. [Toxoxe,
rpefiaTebCTBO [VIalllaTasi JIUIIWIO €ee BCSIKOM BOMM W JKeJlaHWsl TIpaBUTh
TJIeMEeHEeM.

OH Tymo CTosi/1 TOCpeAu TO/MSIHBI M OTpellleHHO Isifen, Kak Illep6atas
OCMaTpuBaeT paHbl XBOCTO/IOMa, a MOTOM BOJIOKOM W TMHWHKaMU TallAT €ro B
CTOPOHY CBoOel melijepbl. BoIBIIMI MpeaBOUTENb, TIOX0XKEe, ObT 6€3 Cco3HaHUS,
13 Yrojka ero racTi py4eMKoM CTpywW/aach KpoBb. «OHa /10 CHUX TIOp JIIOOUT
ero, — B 3aMelnaresbcTBe Tmoayman OrHerpuB. — [ake celuyac OHa
MPO/I0/DKaeT BUETh B HEM CBOETO Ma/IeHBKOTO KOTeHKa!»

OtBepnyBumch ot Ilepbaroii, OrHerpuB yBujen, uro [lecuanas Byps yxe
BblIe3aeT U3 nenjepsl mof Beicokor Ckanou. 3a HeW, miarasich, mena Kororts.
[IIepcTh ero cAMmuIach OT TPSI3H M KPOBU, OJWH I71a3 ObLT 3aKpbIT. BHe3arHo oH
OCTAHOBUJICS U CeJT Ha 3eMJII0 Y TIOAHOKUS CKaJIbl.

[TartopOTHYK HU Ha 1ar He OTXOAMJ OT IJiallarasi, HICTOPOXKEHHO CJiefisl, He
cieslaeT JId TOT TOMBITKA OekaThb WM HAOpPOCUTBCS Ha CBOMX KOHBOMPOB.
Cnenom 3a Humu Bbiliyia CuHsig 3Be3na, 1 OrHerpuB cpasy MOHSJI, UTO XYyZIIue
ero ornaceHus oATBepAUIvCh. I'omoBa CrHel 3Be3/bl yCTa/lo KJIOHU/IaCh, XBOCT
OeccU/IbHO BOJIOUWJICS TI0 TbUTbHOM 3emie. [IpexkHsss TIpeJBOAWUTETHHUIIA,
KOTOPYIO OH MPHUBBIK yBaXkaTh, CUe3/1a, 0CTa/nach caabast, cioMeHHas KOIIIKa.

[TocnegquuM u3-1of, CKanbl Bbuie3 KpyTobok. OH czeian HeCKOMBKO II1aroB
W ymaj, MpUBa/IMBIIMCL K cKajie. Ilemenrorka 6pocuiack K HEMY M, MpayHO
HACYIMUBIIWCh, NPUHS/IACh OCMATPHBATh €r0 PaHbI.

CuHsig 3Be3/a C yCWIneM TOAHS/Ia TO/I0BY U OIVIsSiieNach.

— IlopgouiguTe croma, Bce! — rmpoxpumnena OHAa, B3MaxuBas XBOCTOM.
['po30Bble KOTHI TIOTSIHYJIMCh Ha To/siHY, a OrHerpuB, BOCHOJIb30BaBIIMCh
ray3oii, rogiomes1 K Ilernesoiike ¥ TUXOHBKO CITPOCHIT: — Thbl He Moria ObI faTh
Kakoe-HMOyab JiekapcTtBo Kortio? Uto-HUOyAb, uTOOBI 0O/NEryuTh  €ro
cTpajaHus?

OH u cam He oXkuzan ot cebs Takux 4yBCcTB. OH TaK JIO/TO KAl 1Mo0e/ bl
Hajz, Korrem, HO Terephb, Korjla ero Meura cObllach, He MOT CMOTPEThb, Kak
BEJIMKWU BOMH UCTEKaeT KPOBBIO B IPSI3U.



[TementoIrika Ha CeKyHZy OTOpBasiaCh OT paHeHOoro Kpyrob6oka. OrHerpus
OosiZIcs, UTO OHAa OTKa)XKeTCs JIeUWTh TIpejaTesiss, HO Oyyias Lie/dTenbHUIA
CIIOKOMHO OTBeTH/IA:

— Pasymeercs. 3aofHO TIpuHecy 4uTto-HMOynb ais Kpyrtoboka, — u OHa
3aKOBBUIs/Ia B CTOPOHY Tiettiepsl [1]epbaroii.

Korga Ilernesntonika BepHy/sach Ha MOJIAHY, BCe TJIEMSI YK€ 3aHSIJIO CBOU
MecTa. OrHerpuMB 3amMeTWI, KaK KOTbl B HEJOYMEHWM MEPEr/sibIBAlOTCs, He
TOHKMas1, YTO MPOUCXO/IUT.

[TememtoIiKa MpUTAaIiIa ¢ cCo00M BOPOX KaKMX-TO TpaB. YacTb M3 HUX OHA
bpocuna Ha 3emsmo miepes Kortem, ocranbHble fana Kpytoboky. Imarmaraii
He/IOBEPUYMBO MMOHIOXAJT JIEKaPCTBO U MPUHSJICA MeZlJIeHHO »keBaTb. CHHSs 3Be3a
HECKOJIbLKO MTHOBEHUM CMOTpe/ia Ha Hero, IOTOM 3aroBOpHJa, obparasich K
nieMeHu: — Bbl BUguTe nepes coboit rieHHyuka. 9To Korots. OH... Ee cioBa
TMOTOHY/IM B POINOTE HW3YMJIEHHBIX T0/i0cOB. He Beps CBOMM yIlaMm, KOTbI
TOTPSICEHHO CMOTpeJ/IY JpYT Ha Jipyra.

— Ilnennuk?! — mepBbiM onomHwiIca Yactokon. — Korote TBOU
rnaiarai, Cunssg 3Be3na! Uto oH Takoro caenan?
— 1 ckaxy BaM, — Hauasia CuHssa 3Be3za. ['0/10C ee HEMHOr0O OKperl, HO

OrHerpuB BH/[Ie/l, YTO Ka)K/0€ CJIOBO [JlaeTCsi €d C OrPOMHBIM TpPYAOM. —
Cerogasi B Moeli mneijepe Kororh Hamanm Ha MeHs. OH yOun Obl MeHs, He
riogocrierd BoBpeMsi Oruerpus.

HenoBepuurBbIi pOMOT CTal rpomue. [1e-To c3a[y KyTKO 3aBbUI KTO-TO W3
crapediiH. YacTtokon Bckouws Ha Hord. OH Bcerga ObIT OAHMM M3 CaMbIX
TIpe/laHHbIX CTOPOHHUKOB KorTs, HO ceiiuac ObUI SIBHO pacTepsiH.

— [o/mKHO OBITH, 3TO KaKasi-TO OLIMOKa! — BBIMA/IN/I OH.

— TpyaHo ommbuThCs, Korga Tebst XoTaT youTh, — cyxo oTBeTraa CHHSA
3Be3za, B3epruBas 1moabopomok. — $, mo KpaiiHeli mepe, TOKa B COCTOSIHUM
OT/IMUUTB TIOTBITKY YOHHCTBA OT C/TyualiHOTO He/opa3yMeHUsl.

— Ho Kororts...

— Korotsb nipefiasn Haiile nyiemsi! — BCKOUM/I CO cBoero mecta OrHerpus. —
3TO OH Cero/iHs MpHUBe Croja Oposr!

YacTokon B GellieHCTBe TIOBEPHYJICS K HEMY.

— OH HuKorma He cienan Obl Takoro! Y Tebs ecTb J0Ka3arebCTBa,
AomaiHui KOoTuK?! OrHerpuB nocmotpes Ha Cunioro 3Be3ny. OHa KMBHYy/a U
C/ieTKa MOMaHu/Ia ero Briepe.

— Pacckaxxu mniemMeHu Bce, uTO Thl 3Haellb, OrHerpuB. OrHerpus
Me/IJIEeHHO BBbIIIe/ BOepe/l U OCTAaHOBW/ICS PSIZIOM C MpeaBoAuTe/bHULIeU. Kak
JJaBHO OH MeuTas 00 3TOM MUHYTe, HO Terepb OTZAan Obl BCe Ha CBeTe, JIUIIb Obl
OHa HUKOTZIa He HacTyrana! 3To ObII0 MOX0XKe Ha TajieHre ¢ Boicokoii CKasbl...



BepHyThcsi Ha3af, Oy/eT HEBO3MOXKHO, M HUKOTZA Y)Ke HHUUTO He CTaHeT
TIPeKHUM.

— Kortbl ['po3oBoro miaemMeHu, — Hayajl OH, HO TOJIOC ero IpO3Byuall
HeO)XXM/JaHHO TOHKO, KakK y KoTeHKa. OH rmomosiyasi, yCIIOKOW/ICA Y Havasl CHOBaA:
— Korsl I'po3oBoro minemenu! Bbl XOpoOIIO TTOMHUTE OOCTOSITE/ILCTBA CMEPTH
flpoxBocta? KoroThk pacckazan Bam, uto SIpoxBocta youn JKemygb, Tak BOT
3HaliTe, 4TO OH BaM cosran! fIpoxBocta youn Korots!

— Thi-TO OTKyza 3Haellb? — crpocus [1oAroxBOCT CO cBoel OOBIYHOM
rajikoil yxmMbuikol. — Te0si B Toit 6uTBe c HaMu He ObLIO!

— $1 3Ha0 3TO CO CJIOB TOrO, KTO MPUHUMAJ ydacThe B TOW OuTBe, —
CriokorMHO oTBeTW1 OrHerpuB. — ['Opesibid BCe pacCcKas3as MHe.

— JloBko mipuaymaHo! — xmbIkKHY/n Yactokosn. — Topenbiii mepTB. Thbi
MOJKelllb TIJIeCTA HaM Jito0ble HeObLUIIBI, 671ar0 UX HEKOMY OTIPOBEPTHYTh!

OrnerpuB 3akosiebasncs. OH MOK/ISUICA XpaHWUTh TaiiHy [opesioro, uToObI
3alUTUTL Jipyra oT Mectu KorTs, HO Temepb, korja KoroTb pa3obnaueH u
CXBaueH, OH He CMO)KeT MPUUMHUTD Bpe/la CBOeMY OBbIBIIIEMY YUEHUKY.

— Topenbiit He morub, — THUXO CKa3zan oH. — $ ToMor emy GeXkaTh, Tak
Kak Korote mbiTascst youts ero. I'opesblii C/IUIIIKOM MHOTO 3HaJl.

[lonsgHa cCcHOBa B30OpBajach, KaXKAbId XOTeJ UTO-TO CIPOCUTh WU
BO3pasuTh. [JoXKujasack, roka ymspkercs 1yM, OrHerpus rokocusicsa Ha Korts.
Bnaropapsi 1jene6HbIM TpaBaMm [lerentoiiku K T/ialliaTald Hadaad TOHEMHOTY
BO3BpalllaThCsi cuiibl. Korots mogBepHys mof, cebsi 3ajHUe Jialibl U Terepb CU7el,
BO3BBIIIASACH HaJ, OyIlIyOIIlei TO/MOM, U XOMOAHO TIOMIsiZbIBAaA Ha COOPaBILINXCS,
CJIOBHO TOTOB OBbIT CPa3UTHCS CO BCSKUM, KTO OCMEJIUTCS IPUBU3UTBCS K HEMY.
Kak 6b1 He Ob171 KOoroTh moTpsiceH u3BeCcTHeM O criaceHuM ['opesioro, BHeIITHe OH
ocTaBasicsi abCOJIOTHO CTIOKOEH.

Korga crano odyeBHHO, UTO 0OIljasi Cymaroxa Y/sDKETCS ellje He CKOpO,
BypaH NoHs/ ro/10By U TPOMKO PSIBKHYII:

— Tuxo! [atite OrHerpuBy 3akoHuUuUTh! OrHerpuB 06sarolapHO KWBHYJI
GenoCHeXHOMY BOWHY.

— Topenbiti pacckazan MHe, uto XKenynp morub mop obsanom. Ero
TIpUJIaBU0  OOJIOMKOM  CKasibl.  $IpPOXBOCTY  yZaioCh BBIPBAaThCS  M3-TIOf
KaMHeTiazia, oH robexkan ¥ HaTkHyscs Ha Kortsa. KoroTe MpeITHY Ha HETro U
yOu Ha mecTe.

— Dto npaBaa! — nogan rosioc Kpyto6ok. OH momnpekHeMYy JiexXal B TeHU
Bricokou Ckasibl, a Ilemnesroiika cyeTunach BO3Jjie, MPUK/IaAbiBas TPaBbl K €ro
paHam. — I Toxe xomwn K lopenoMy U cCiblliajg, KakK OH paccKasbiBasl
OruHerpuBy 3Ty UCTOPUIO.

— Korots paccuutbiBaz 3aHATH MecTO SpoxBoCTa, — MPOAOJIKAI



OruerpuB. — Ho B ToT pa3 CuHsis 3Be3ja Bbibpana rniaiiataemM JIbBUHOTpHUBA.
Bckope JIbBuHOrpuB Tmioru6 B OutBe ¢ CympauHbIM IileMeHeM, W Korotb
HakoHel] fo6uicsi ceoero. OIHAKO OH MeTW/T rOpa3Zio BhILLIE.

f... s ;ymato, OH ZIaBHO peln n3baButThesi oT CrHelt 3Be3/ibl U [I/ish 3TOTO
MOJACTPOM/I eu 3amajHio Bo3zne ['pemsier Tpombl. TosbKO TOrza B JIOBYLIKY
rionasack Ilemnesntoiiika, — OH OBICTPO MOKOCUJICS HA CBOKO OBIBIIYIO YUEHMUITY.
ITeresrortika 3amMepiia, BeITapalljvs [Via3a v IPUOTKPLIB POT OT yJWBJIEHUS.

Cunsis 3Be3/1a To)Ke Obljla MMOTpsICeHa.

— OrHerpuB [JaBHO TMOAEJIWICI CO MHOM CBOWMHM IIOJ03PEHUSIMU, —
npobopMoTana OHa, U ToJIoC ee copBajicsi. — Ho Torma s He moBepusia... He
cMoryia roseputb emy. f nosepsia Kortio, — OHa IleyajqbHO CKJ/IOHW/IA
rosioBy. — 1 ormmmbanace.

— Ho KaK 0H MOr paccuuThIBaTh 3aHATh TBOE MeCTO? — IPOMKO CIIPOCH/Ia
Kucrouka. — Pa3Be 1iemsi nmoajep>xano Obl youiiily mpeaBoauTenbHULBI?! [la
HU OJJMH KOT He ro1ties1 Obl 3a HUM!

— §1 Aymaro, IMEHHO TI03TOMY OH U CIUIAHHMPOBAs HarafieHue Opofsunx
KOTOB, — mpeAnonioxkun OrHerpuB. — OH XOTeJl MPe/ICTaBUTh /ieio Tak, OyaTo
Cunroro 3Be3fty youn Kro-to u3 pa3boiinukoB. Kro roBepun Obl, uto Korotb —
C/IaBHBIA BOWMH W MpeJaHHBIA I/amiataii — crocobeH TOJHSAThL Jaly Ha CBOMO
rpejsoAuTeIbHULY?! — C ycunveM 3akoHUW1 OrHerpuB M 3amonyan. OH
JpO’Kaj C TOJIOBBI [0 HOT W UyBCTBOBa/ cebsi c/1abbiM, KaK HOBOPOXKJEHHbIN
KOTeHOK. — CuHsAs 3Be3/ja, — MepBbIM Hapyluua MoayaHue bypaH. — Kak Mol
JO/DKHBI IOCTYTIUTh ¢ Korrem? Ero BOmpoc roToHY/ B peBe pa3bsipeHHbIX KOTOB.

— Y6uts ero!!

— Ocenuts!

— BrirHath B siec! CuHsis 3Be3/ia ocTaBaiach HETIOABW)KHA, I71a3a ee ObLin
3aKpbITbl. OTHErpUB KOXXKEeW UyBCTBOBaJI HWCXOJAIIME OT Hee BOJIHBI
HeBbIHOCUMOUM 0o/mm. CMIIKOM CUIBHBIM 0Ka3aj0Ch TOTpPSICEeHUe, CJIUIIKOM
TsDKesa Oblla paHa, HaHeceHHasi TIpe/laTe/IbCTBOM TIJialliaTas, KOTOPOMY OHa
6e30roBOpOYHO JI0BepsiIa.

— KoroTb, — HakoHell ipou3Hecaa oHa. — Tebe eCcTb UTO CKa3aTh B CBOE
oripaBJaHue?

Korote MejjieHHO TMOBepHY/J OrPOMHYIO TOJIOBY U BIW/ICA KeJTbIMU
rnasviaMy B o CuHel 3Be3/pbl.

— MHe omnpaBabiBaThcsi Tiepes; Tobou? JKamkoe 6Ge3BosbHOe co3zaHue!
Pa3Be TakuM fl0/DKeH ObITh HacTosiuii mpeaBoautenb?! Thl 3acTaBmsiellib Hac
JKUTb B MUpe C aApyrumu rieMeHamu! TTomoraeris um! OrHerpus ¢ KpyTobokom
TaWKOM TOJKapM/IMBa/d PeuHoe rieMs;, a Thl Jja’ke TOJIKOM He Hakasasa ux! A
[0 3TOro Thl CamMa MocCJjaja WX TPUBECTH [JOMOM 3TUX XKAJIKHUX TPYCOB U3



nnemenu Betpa! [lpu mHe I'po3oBoe rmiemMsi MuroMm 3a0biio Obl 00 3THX
HexxHocTsix! S1 BepHyn Obl craBHble BpeMeHa TiemeHd Turpa. S cpaenan Ol
['po3oBoe miems BeJIUKUM!

— A CKOJBKO KOTOB 3ariaTWid Obl )KU3HSMHU 3a 3TO Beuune? — TUXO
niporoBopuia Cunsisi 3Be3/a, obpaiijasick K camoii cebe. OrHerpuBy IoKa3aoch,
YTO MpeABOJWTe/IbHMLIA CHOBAa BCIIOMHW/IA O HAJMEHHOM M KpPOBOXaJHOM
OcTtoponarie, KOTOPOMY KOTI/[a-TO, LIEHOM OTKa3a OT COOCTBEHHBLIX KOTSIT, OHa He
MO3BOJIW/Ia CTaTh T/aliaTaeM. — Eciu Tebe Oosibliie Heuero ckasarb, TO S
TIpUroBapuBai0 Tedsi K M3rHaHuio! — 00bsIBUIA NIPeABOAUTETHLHULIA, U TOJIOC ee
TIPO3ByYas He3HAaKOMO U pe3ko. Ka3anoch, OHa ¢ ycuivieM Bbl/IaB/iMBaeT U3 ceos
KakzJoe ¢0BO. — Tbl HeMe[JIeHHO [IOKMHelllb TeppyuTopuio [po30Boro
TIJIeMeHH, U C 3aBTpalllHero yTpa /r000i KOT, KOTOphIA YBUAUT TeOs Ha Hailei
3eMJie, TIOJTyUUT MpPaBo yOUTH Tebsl.

— Ybuth MeHsi? — Harno niepecrpocun Korote. — Xoren Obl o
TIOCMOTPEeTb Ha TOTO, KTO OCMe/IUTCS onpoboBaTh!

— Orsxerpus nobeaun Tebsi! — kpukayn KpyToOoxk.

— OrHerpus? — Korotb mezijileHHO IiepeBes B3IV, HA CBOero Bpara, U
Takasl )XyTKas HeHaBUCTb CBepKHyJia B ero Ivasax, 4ro y Orherpusa LIepCTb
BcTana Abibom. — TosbKo ompobyi elile pa3 BCTaTh y MeHs Ha MyTH, BOHIOUWH
KJIOYOK L1IePCTH, U Mbl [IOCMOTPUM, KTO OKaXKeTCsl CU/ibHee!

OrHerpuB BCKOUM/I, OeIIeHCTBO TIPU/AI0 emMy CHJI.

— 4 roroB, Korotsb!

— Het! — psaBkayna CuHss 3Be3ga. — /lOBOJIBHO C HAaC MOEUHKOB!
Korots! YOwupatica mpoub ¢ Moux I7a3! Kororb HeTOPOIIMBO TOAHSJICA H
Me//IEHHO 0Kauya/jl OrPOMHONM T'OJIOBOM, OKHU/IbIBasi MPOLAIbHBIM B30POM TOJIIY
coOpaBIINXCsT KOTOB.

— He pgymayi, 4To MOKOHUYW/IA CO MHOW, — TpOLIUNen OH. — PaHO w
TIO3JJHO 51 CTaHy IpeABOJWTe/IeM 3TOro rieMeHu. Kaxxabii, KTo noigeTr co MHOM
CerofHsi, B CKOpOM OyZyllleM CMOXXeT pacCUMThiBaThb Ha Oosibiniol mouet. UTo
CKaxkelb, YacToko1?

OrHerpuB MOBepHyJ/ T0JIOBY Y IIOCMOTpe/] Ha IJIAaBHOTO IIPUCIIeIHUKA
ObiBIlero rnaimatas. OH He COMHEBAJCs, UTO TI0/IOCaThbiii BOWH BCTaHeT U
rpucoefvHUTCA K KorTro, ofHako TOT He TpPOHy/nAca ¢ Mecra. OH cupen,
CrOpOUBIIIUC, >KA/IKO TIOHYPUB TI/IeUH.

— 1 Bepus Tebe, Korotb, — ckazan oH. — $ cuurtas Tebdst TyUuIiiuM BOUHOM

BO BceM Jiecy. HO TbI BCTYynuI B CrOBOP C 3THM... C STUM TUPaHOM! — KPUKHYJT
OoH, 1 OrHerpuB MOHS/, YTO peub HjeT 0 XBOCTosioMe. — Tbl HU CJIOBa He
CKas3aja MHe, a Telepb XKJelllb, UTO s TOMAY 3a TOOOU? — OH (BIPKHYT U

JIEMOHCTPATHUBHO OTBEepHY/ICS. KOoroTh HeOpeXKHO MoXKaJl TijieuaMu.



— XBOCTOJIOM HY>KeH ObL1 MHe TOJBKO /ISl TOTO, YTOObI BHINTH Ha IIalKy

opogsr. Ecu Tebst aT0 00Me10, MHe TUieBaTh! — rpybo psiBKHY oH. — Hy, a
Tbl, Jlo/IroxsocT?

— TIloitu c TOGOM, Korote? — '3acyerusnicsi [lonroxsocT. — B
W3rHaHUe? — B TOJIOCEe ero MpO3BydYas Hemo/fe/nbHbIN ykac. — Her, uto ThlI!

A... g1 He mory. { BepeH ['po3oBomy ryieMeHH!

«TbI IpOCTO TPyCHILIb», — A00aBua Npo cebsi OrHerpuB, NMPUHIOXUBAsCh K
pe3KoMy 3araxy CTpaxa, pacIipocTpaHuBlierocsi BOKpyr [osroxsocra. Tot
TIOBEpPHY/ICS ¥ Hauasl ObICTPO BHIOUPATHCS U3 TOJITIBI.

Ha kakoii-To mur Korotb pactepsiicsi. BusiHo Obi10, UTO OH He OXKuZasl
BCTPETUTH OTKa3.

— A T1bI, [IpIM? — pe3Ko crpocus oH. — Co MHOM ThlI BCerja CMOXKeLlb
pacCUUTHIBATH Ha JIy4lllyto foso! Jla v ro/IofHbIM He OCTaHeLlbCs!

Mosioioii BOMH peluTeNnbHO TIOAHSJICS M Hadaa MpOK/a/bIBaTh cebe
JIOpOry uepe3s TOJIIY, II0Ka He 0Ka3aJscsi HOC K Hocy ¢ Kortem.

— §1 yBaxkasn Tebsi! — TpOMKO CKa3as OH, OTYET/IMBO BbITOBapUBasi KaX10e
c1oBo. — $1 Meuran ObITh TIOXOKMM Ha Tebs. Ho fpoxBoct Ob1 MouMm
HacTaBHUKOM. f1 06si3aH eMy Gosibliie, ueM KoMy Obl TO HU ObUIO B I/IEMEHHU.

A TbI yOU €ro, — OH COJ[POTHYJICSI OT TOPeuM U SIpOCTU, HO Hallien B cebe
CuIbl Mpofio/KaTh. — Thl youn fpoxBocta U Tipefan cBoe rieMsi. S ckopee
yMpYy, ueM Toi/y 3a To60i1! — JIbIM MTOBEPHYJICS U TIOLIesT TIPOUb.

OpmobpuTeNibHBIN Ty TPOKATU/ICS T0 Tosre coOpaBiivxcs, U OrHerpus
OTUeT/IMBO YCJIbIlIaa rojoc bypana: — OTIMYHO CKa3aHO, MaJibIi!

— Korotb! — rpomko cka3zana Cunsis 3Be3na. — J0BOMBHO. YX0O4u.

KoroTh HeTOpPOTI/IMBO MOHS/ICS, T7Ia3a ero ropesiv XoA0AHbIM OellieHCTBOM.

— {1 yxoxy. Ho s1 BepHyCb, MOXKeTe He COMHeBaTbCs. S1 BepHYCh U OTOMILY
BaM Bcem! — IlomarbiBasick OT cjabocTu, oH mobpen Tpoub OT Bricokoii
Ckaubl. [Tpoxogst MuMo OTHerprBa, OH Ha CEKYHJY 3a/leP>Kajicsi U Olllepus 3yObl:
— Uro kacaetcs Tebsi... — rmipoinurnes ObIBIIMM Tamiarail. — byab Haueky,
OrnHerpuB. [lepXu VYIIKM TOPYKOM, a IVIa3KM OTKPBITBIMHU... M Touare
ornsiibiBaticsi. [IoToMy UTO HacTaHeT JieHb, Korja s Jobepych 0 Tebs. U Torma
Thl CTaHeLlb MaZaablo, CAbILIUIIL? — Thl yKe nagans! — orBeTrU1 OrHErpus,
MbITasACh He TI0Ka3aTh CBOEro crpaxa. lIpesarenbckue Mypallku TOIOJ3IU Y
Hero 1o XpeOTy. KoroTh CIUIFOHY/, TIOBEpHYJICS W moilen janbiie. KoTbl
PaCCTyNMUINCh, ZlaBasi eMy Jopory. Bce rmia3a ObuiM TIPUKOBaHbI K ObIBIIEMY
rjamarar. BeylMKuM BOMH CTyIaa HeTBepAO, BUAUMO, pPaHbl MPOAODKAIN
Tep3arb ero, HecMoTpsi Ha [lenesyomKKMHbI TpaBbl. OAHAKO OH HU pasy He
OCTaHOBW/ICA U He OIVIIHYJICA Ha3aZ. BOT MarnopoTHHMKM COMKHY/IWMCH 3a €ro
CIIMHOM — 1 OH UCYe3.



I'maBa XXIX

[IpoBOXKast r71a3aMy MOBEPXKEHHOIO MPOTHMBHUKA, OTHEIPUB HE UCIIBITHIBA/
HU Majeuiied pagocTd. [opeub W CoKajleHWe Tep3aqud ero cepjie. 3aueM
KoroTs Tak y»kKaCcHO pacropsiiuics cobcTBeHHOM >ku3HbI0?! OH Mor ObI CTaTh
BEJIMKUM BOWHOM, IIOIBUTU KOTOPOTO Tiepe/laBa/iiCh Obl W3 TIOKOJIEHUSI B
rokosieHre! OrHeTrprBYy XOTe0Ch BBITh OT OTYasiHUS ¥ Oe3Ha/1e’KHOCTH.

BOKpyr Hero Bce CHOBa IIPMIIIO B JABW>XeHHMe, KOThl COOMpAIMCh B KYUKH,
»KaZIHO 0OMeHUBasiCh MHEHHUSIMHU.

— Kro >xe Temepb OyzeT rnaiatraeM? — foHeccss A0 OrHerpuBa rosoc
BetporonHa. OrHerpus nocmortpen Ha CuHIOIO 3Be3fly, YTOObI y3HATh, HE XOUueT
JIM OHA Ha3BaTh WMsI CBOEr0 3aMeCTHUTe/Isl, HO YBUJE/, UTO TpeJBOAUTEe/bHULIA
Tuxo orubaet Bricokyro Ckay, Harpa/sisCb B CBOO Tieliepy. ['0/ioBa ee Obina
OMyIIieHa, J1arbl APOXKa/id, KaK y 00/IbHOM. BbIZI0 0UeBMIHO, UTO CErojHsI HOBbIH
r7aimiatail Ha3BaH He OyzeT. — A s BOT CUMTal0, UTO IVIalllaTaeM JIOJDKeH CTaThb
OruHerpuB! — 3aBonu/ besbllil, BOCTOP>KEHHO MpbIras Mo MoJsiHe. — JTO OH BCe

passezai!
— Ornerpus? — cowypuiacst Yactokos. — JloMaliHUiM KOTHK? !
— A YTO ThI WMeellb MPOTUB [JOMAIIHUX KOTUKOB? — OLETHUHUJ/ICSA

Benbit, 3actymnasi emy gopory. OrHerpuB cobpasics MOAHATHCS W BMeIIaThCsl B
Ha3peBarwlllyl0 /paKy, HO OrpOMHbIM bypaH peluuTenbHO BCTan MeXAY
YacTOKO/IOM Y IOHBIM YUEHHKOM.

— JloBosibHO! — pbIKHYM OH. — Jlo Bocxoga nyHbl CuHsisi 3Be3/1a Ha30BeT
HaM MMs1 HOBOTO IViallaras.

OrHerp¥B HEMHOTO pacciabuics, Korja yBufena, uro  besbin
TIPUCOEJUHU/ICS K [IPYTMM YyueHUMKaM. Marblillly MPOCTUTE/IbHO He TOHUMAaTh
BCell Cepbe3HOCTH mpoucxojsiiero! 3aro cTapble BOWHBI, XOPOLLO 3HaBIIHUE
KorTs, rpyCcTHO TOM/IsbIBaIN APYT HA [pyra, Kak OyATO CerofHsi PyxXHY/ BecCh
MHUD.

— Hy uro x, OrHerpuB, — cka3an KpyTob6ok, korjja OrHerpus moforiesn K
HeMy U [lenesntoiike. — Thbl caM-TO XOuelllb CTaTh [VlalllaTaem?

['nasa apyra ObLIM MO/THBEI 00JTH, U30 PTa Y HEro TMo-TpeXXHeMY TeKjia KPOBb,
HO BIiepBbie CO HsI cMepTu CepeOpsSHKU OH BBIMVIsZiel HEMHOTO OXKMBIIIUM, KaK
OyaTro KpoBaBasi OMTBa M M3rHaHWe KOrTs Ha Kakoe-TO BpeMsi 3aCTaBW/IM €ro
OYHYTbHCS OT CBOEro ropsi.

CoBepllieHHO HeOXUZ@aHHO st cebss camoro OTrHerpuB MOYYBCTBOBAJI
TIPWIWB TOPAOCTA W TPUOCAHWICS, pacrpas/sisi rieun. ['namiaraii I'po3oBoro



rieMenu! Ho B ciiefyroiyii MUT ero pafoCThb MOTyCKHes1a. OH SICHO MpeCcTaBUil
cebe, Kakve OTPOMHbIe YCUIUSI TIPUJIETCS TIPUIOXKUTb, UTOObI BHOBHL CIHAasiTh
BOE/IMHO pa300bIleHHbIX TMOCAeJHUMU COOBITUSIMU KOTOB W TIPEBpaTUTb WX B
eZJuHoe IIeMs.

— Het! — uyectHo oTtBeTun1 0H KpyTo60oKy. — Kpome Toro, Cunsist 3Be3za
HUKOTJia He BbibepeT MeHsi. — OH BCTas U MOTPSIC TOJIOBOM, MbITAsCh OTOTHATh
B3/JOpHbIe MbIC/M. — Kak Thl cebsi UyBCTByelllb? — COPOCWI OH. — PaHbI
TsDKeJIble?

— Bce 6yzner otimuHo! — orBetusia 3a Kpyroboka Ilenesntoiiika. — Ho y
Hero CUJ/IbHO pacliapariaH f3bIK U s HUKaK He MOr'y OCTaHOBUTb KpoBOoTeyeHue. S
Jla)ke He 3Halo, UTo /leslatoT B Takux ciydasix! OTHerpus, Thl He MOT Obl 1103BaTh
[IIepbaryto?

— KoneuHo!

B nocsegHui pa3 OH BUe/ CTapyro LieJIUTe/IbHULY, KOrZa OHa BOJIOYMIIA
XBocTosioMa B CBOIO rmemjepy. C Tex IOp OHa He IIOAB/s/IACh M JaXe He
TIPUCYTCTBOBasa Mpu pas3obsaueHun Kortsa. OTHerpuB IiarHy/ B MArlOPOTHUKU.
IIpoaupasice yepe3 MsArkKue 3ejieHble JIMCTbS, OH U3Jajieka YCJblliaa roJioc
[IlepbaToii. UTo-TO HEOOBIUHOE TOC/BINIAIOCH €My B 3TOM TOJ0Ce, KaKasi-TO
He3HaKoMas Tpexze BKPaJuuBOCTb, 3acTaBuBllasg OrHerpuBa OCTaHOBUTHCA U
3amepeThb, NPUC/IYLLIMBAsCh.

— Jlexxu Tuxo, XBocTosioM. Tbl TOTepss >KU3Hb, — OopmoTana
[Ilepbarast. — Tenepb Thl CKOPO TTONPABUIIILCS.

— Uto ThI Hecelllb? — (PBIPKHY/ XBOCTO/IOM, HO OT MIOT€PU KPOBU T'0OJIOC
ero TMpo3ByyYasi coBceM csiabo. — Ec/u s roTepsin elrje O/IHY >KH3Hb, TIOUEMY MOU
paHbI He TiepecTany 601eTb?!

— 3Be3[Hoe [IeMsl U3/1eYU/io TOJIBKO CMepTe/IbHY0 paHy, — 3aBOpKOBasia
[IlepbaTasi c TOl >Ke >KyTKOBaTOM JIaCKOBOCTBHIO, OT KOoTopod y OrHerpuBa
XOJIO[IOK TIpoOeXkan Mexay Jomatok. — OcTanbHble HYXIAITCS B YMeJIbIX
Jarax L{euTe/IbHUL[BI.

— Tak 4ero ke TbI Xzelb, CTapasg YymHas Kpbical — 3awmwmrnen
XBoctonom. — IlleBenuce! [lait MHe UTO-HUOY/Ib, UTOOBI 06/1ETYUTD ITY OOJB!

— Kak ckaxetib! — rosoc IllepbaToii HeoXkKuAAaHHO MPeBPaTHIICS B /e[, U
OrHerpus, caM He 3Has [10YeMy, COAPOTHYJCS OT CTpaxa. — BoOT, cbelib 3TU
Aroibl, ¥ 00/b HaBCer/ja MOKUHeT Teosl.

OrHerpvB BBICYHY/ IIIeH0 W3 TIAllODOTHUKOB M yBujesn, kak lllepOaras
CyHyJ/la KyJa-To Jlally Y BbIKaTW/la Ha 3eMJII0 Tlepe/; paHeHbIM TPU SIPKO-KpacCHbIe
Aroaky. B3gs ciieriia 3a jamny, OHa MoMorJia eMy JOTPOHYThCS 0 JiekapcTea. U
BApYr OrHerpuB C OTUET/IMBOM SICHOCTBIO BCIIOMHWJI XOJIOAHBIM [1eHb B pasrap
T'onbix [lepeBbeB. OH BHOBb yBUien O61auko, CTOAIIErO Tepe]| rojibiM KyCTOM,



YCBITMIaHHBIM SIPKO-KPACHBIMM SITOZ,AMU, M yCJbIlan rosoc Ilementomiku: «3Tr
Ar0/Jbl HACTOJIBKO SIJOBUTHI, YTO MX Ha3bIBAKOT CMepThb-srofamu. OQHOU AroAKu
J0CTaTOYHO, uTOOBI yOUTH Tebsi!» OH XoTen KPUKHYTh, HO CJIeTION y>Ke OTIPaBU/I
B POT BCe TPHU SITO/bI Y TIPUHSJICS JKeBaTh.

[IlepbaTasi, He OTpbIBasiCh, CMOTpejia Ha HeEro, W JIMIO ee Ka3aaocCh
KaMeHHbBIM.

— Korga moe mieMs M3rHazio MeHs, sl NPULLIA CHOAA, — efie CJIBIIIHO
3alieniTaja OHa B camoe yXo XBOCTOnoMYy: — $1 Toxke Obljia TyieHHUIIeH, Kak U
Thl. [pO30BOe myieMsi HUKOrZla He OOwKano MeHs, U TIOCTEeleHHO s CyMesa
3aCy>KUTh WX JIOBepUe U Jlake CTaja LieuTesbHULeN. Y TebOs Toke Obina
BO3MOKHOCTb 3aC/Iy>KUTh JJOBepue TeX, KTOo Tebsi mputoTusi. U uto Thl cienan?
Kto Teneps Tebe moBeput?!

— Heyxenu Tbl Aymaelib, 4To MeHs 3T0 3abotut?! MHe mieBatb! —
TIpe3puTeNbHO (DBIPKHY/ XBOCTO/IOM.

[Iep6aTas ellje HI)Ke CKIIOHU/IACh HaZl HUM, I71a3a ee CBepKasiu.

— 41 3Hato, uro TeGe HU /IO KOTO HeT Jiesia, XBOCTOMOM. Tebe mieBaTh Ha
CBOe T/IeMsl, Ha YeCTb, Ha COOCTBEHHYO POJIHIO.

— Y meHs HeT pogHu! — mipouieaun XBocTtonoM. — Orrbaeribesi. TBost
pOfiHs ropaszfio Oivke, yeM Thl AyMaelllb... S TBos marb, XBocTonom. Cremnoit
BOVH H3/1aJ1 KAKOW-TO CTPAHHBIX XPUILIbIA 3BYK, CJIOBHO MbITA/ICS PACCMESITHCS.

— Tlayku cruienu TayTMHY B TBOeW TycTou Oatike, cTapas aypa! Y
1LjesivTesiel He ObIBaeT feTei!

— VIMeHHO MO3TOMY MHe TIPUILIZIOCh OTKa3aThCsl OT Tebsi, — Mpojo/pKasia
[Ilep6aTasi, ¥ B Ka)KZIOM ee CJIOBe — CJIbIIIajachk JOATO CKphiBaeMasi ropeub. —
Ho s HUKOTZIa He TiepecTaBasia TIo0UTh Tebs. .. Hukoraa. Kak s ropaunach To601,
Korjila Thl ObLT MOJIOAIM BOWHOM! — T0JIOC ee COpBaJICs, TIPeBPaTUBIIKCH B
KOpOTKOe pbiuaHue. — A 1oTtoM Tbl youn Knok KomeTbl. OH ObLT1 TBOUM OTLIOM.
Tol TOTyOU KOTAT Halllero TyieMeHHW, W T030p Maja Ha MoK rosoBy. Eciu Obl
Tebsi He OCTAaHOBW/IU, Thl Obl TIOTHOCTBIO YHUUTOXKWJI CBOe ruieMs... [Ipuiiio
BpeMs M0JIOKUTb KOHeLl TBOUM MPeCTYIIeHUSIM.

— Konerf? Uto ThI XOuelllb 3TMM CKa3aTb, CTapyXa... — XBOCTOJIOM
TIOTIBITA/ICS TIOAHATHCS, HO JIalbl ero MOJKOCHUIVMCh U OH TSDKeIO 3aBaIuiICAd Ha
6ok. IMocsbIiiancs TOHKWN »anoOHbIM BOM, OT KOTOpOro y OrHerpvBa KpOBb
3acTbla B Xwiax. — YTo Thl Hazienana? 1 He MOry... s He UyBCTBYIO Jafl... 5
He MOT'Y B3/JOXHYTb...

— §1 pana tebe cmepTh-sirofbl, — IllepbaTasi CK/IOHWIACh Hafl HUM, TJ1a3a
ee TIPeBpPaTWINUCh B y3KHe I1eJIKU. — IJTO TBOS TTOC/IeIHSS XK1U3Hb, XBOCTOJIOM. B
TaKWX Belllax LieUTeNu He omubaroTcsi. bosbliie Thl He CMOXeIllb HUKOMY
TIPUYUHUTD 371A.



XBOCTOMIOM pa3vHy/l TaCcThb W W37ad >KYTKWW, TOMHBIA y)Kaca KpUK.
3ano3anoe coxkasaeHve Mouyaunoch OTHErpUBy B 3TOM IpejCMEPTHOM BOILe,
HO CJIeTIOW ZIeCrioT Tak U He cymes objeub CBOM uyBCTBa B croBa. Cyzopora
coTpsicajia ero Teso, Jarbl 0ecrioMOIHO CKpebsu 3eMiio, TPy/Ab MYyUUTeTbHO
B3/jbIMasiaCh, CJIOBHO yMHparollleMy MPUXOAUI0Ch OOPOTbCS 3a KaXK/[bli TIOTOK
BO3/yXa.

He B cusiax BbIHECTU 3TOTO 3pesuiiia, OTHerpyB MOMSATUICS Ha3aj, U 3aMmep
y Hauasia TyHHessl. TaM OH U CTOsi/1, BeCh /IpOXKa, TIOKa He CMOJIK/IW TOC/aeJHUe
3ByKM aroHuu. [1ofok/aB ellje HEMHOTO, OH BCTIOMHUJI O TIpockbe Ilemesttoiiiku
U 3acTaBu/ cebst BepHYTbCs. Ha 3TOT pa3 oH mocTrapascsi Kak MOXKHO rpomue
IIyMeTh TarnopoTHUKamu, uToObl Illepbaras wu3maseka 3ameTusa €ro
nipub/IKeHUe.

B 11eHTpe KpOIlleuyHOW TOSTHKY HEroABWXKHO Jiexkan XBocTosioMm. Crapas
1L[e/IuTe/IbHULIA CKJIOHW/IACh HaZl CbIHOM, 3aphIBIIMCh HOCOM B IIEPCTb Ha €ro
Ooky. Ycnbimas mard OrHerpuBa, OH MOAHsIA ToyioBy. B r1asax ee 3acTbiia
0osib, OHa CJIOBHO TOCTapesa Ha IVla3aX M BbIVIsiZena coBceM Apsixyio. Ho
Teriepb OTHErpyB TOYHO 3HA/, KakKas OTPOMHAsi CWJIa >KUBET B 3TOM HEMOIIIHOM
TeJle, U He COMHEBAJICSl B TOM, UTO Lie/IUTe/IbHULA CyMeeT CIIPABUTHCS C TOPEM.

— $1 cpenana Bce, 4TO MOI7ZIa, HO OH yMep, — XPHUIUIO cooOIIMa
[Iep6atasi.

OruerpuB npomosyan. OH 3Ha/l, YTO HUKOTZIA HUKOMY He PacCKaXkeT O TOM,
UTO BU/IEN U C/IbIIIIAI.

— Illepbarasi, — cka3an OH, cTapasicb, 4TOObI TOJIOC €ro 3Byvas
criokoiiHo, — Ilenentorika rnocsana MeHsi K Tebe. OHa He 3HaeT, UTO JiesaTh C
pacliaparnaHHbIM SI3bIKOM.

Crapyxa TsDKeJIo MOJHSIacCh, Jlalbl He C/IyLLaJuCh ee, CJIOBHO IiereHsiee
JefiCTBUe CMePTb-ATo/] TIOJIeMCTBOBA/IO U Ha CaMy LieJTUTe/IbHULLY.

— CKaXkul eld, UTo s y»Ke Wjly, — IpOXpHIlesia OHa. — MHe HY)KHO B3SITb
KOe-KaKue TPaBhl.

[TomiareiBasicb, OHa MeZJIeHHO JBUHY/ach K CBOel TMelllepe, HU pa3y He
06epHyBLIMCH Ha Oe3)KU3HEHHOe Tel0 XBOCTOIOMa.

OrHerpuB ObIZT yBEpeH, UTO He CMOXeT YCHYTb, OJHAKO YyCTaJ0CTb 3TOTO
[IHSI OKa3a/0Ch TakK BeMKa, YTO CTOMJ/IO eMy CBEPHYTBHCSl B CBOEM THe3le, KaK OH
TYT >Ke TMpOBa/JW/CI B COH. EMy MpPUCHW/IOCh, YTO OH CTOMT Ha KaKOM-TO
BepILIMHe, BeTep epoILUT ero 1IepCThb, a HaJ| T0JI0OBOM JIe[ITHbIM OTHEM TI0/TbIXat0T
3Be3/bl CepebpsiHoii [Tosockl.

B criepytoiiyto ceKyH/ly 3HaKOMbIM Tell/ibli 3arax 3allleKoTaa ero HO37pH,
U, ToBepHYB rosoBy, OrHerpuB yBujen Ilectpomuctyto. OHa Tofolia |
TUXOHBKO IOTPOHY/IaCb HOCOM [I0 ero Hoca.



— 3Be3gHOe T1UieMsi Tipu3biBaeT TebOs, OrHerpuB, — IllerHy/a
1jenMTebHULIA. — Huuero He Golics.

C 3TMMH JI0OBaMU OHa ucye3sa, octaBuB OrsHerpuBa Hae/jiHe C BeTPOM U
3Be3/aMHu.

«3Be3fHOoe IIIeMs IIpyU3blBaeT MeHsi ? — B HeJOyMeHUU [oAyMall
OrHerpuB. — 3HauuTt, 1 ymypar?» OH Tak MUCIyraiacs, YTo IPOCHY/ICA U C
oOsierueHreM TiepeBesl yX, YBUJEB TOJyMpaK 3HAKOMOU Tielllepbl. Korza oH
rornpoOoBasi BCTaTh, BUepalliHue paHbl O0/bI0 HAMIOMHUIN O cebe, HO B 1[€JIOM
OH uyBCcTBOBan cebsi okperimM. OTKyJa >Ke Torjla 3Ta CTpaHHasl [POXb?
Heyxxenu ITecTposvcras rpejckasana MHe CKOPYHO CMepTh ?

[ToToM OH TOHS/I, UTO JAPOXKUT He TOMBKO OT cTpaxa. Ilemiepa, 0ObIUHO
Takasi Terviasg OT CIISAIUX Tesd, Terepb Oblla mycTa W XonoaHa. CHapyxu
JIOHOCUJTUCh BO30Y>K/IeHHbIe T0I0Ca MHOXKeCTBa KOTOB. OTHerprB BBICKOUU/T U3
Tieliepbl ¥ yBU/IEN, UTO BCe TieMsi COOpaioch Ha TMoJisiHe, OCBEIlleHHOUW TyCK/IbIM
TrpeJpacCBeTHLIM CBeTOM. 13 To/mbl KOTOB BeicKoursia [lecuanas Byps.

— OrxHerpuB! — B3BO/IHOBaHHO KpUKHy/a OHa. — JlyHa B3olula U
onycTuaack, a CuHas 3Be3ja 0 CUX [Op He Ha3Bajla MMeHU HOBOrO Ivialiaras!

— Yt10? — Or”erpus UCIyraHHO YCTAaBUJICS Ha IajeByr0 KOIleuky. « CuHss
3Be3/ja HapylIu/ia BOUHCKHAW ycTaB! 3Be3HOe 1jiemMsl pa3rHeBaeTCsl Ha Hac!» —
TIpOILLeITasl OH.

— Hawm HyeH rnammarai! — npoposbkana Ilecuanast byps, nuxopazjouHo
riomaxuBasi XBOCTOM. — A CuHss 3Be3/ja Jake He BBIXOJUT U3 CBOEH Tlellepsbl.
BypaH nbITancs noroBOpUTh C He, HO OHa 0TOCJ/Iajia ero Mpoyb!

— Omna noTpsiceHa ripefiaTesibcTBoM KorTsi, — ripo6opmoTan OrHerpus.

— Ho ona npeaBoautesnibHuiia! — Bo3pasuia [lecuanas bypsi. — OnHa He
VMeeT TpaBa OTCHXKUBAThCS, 3a0bIB 0 COOCTBEHHOM TijIeMeHu !

OrHerpuB IoHUMAJ/, YTO TOApPyra IpaBa, HO Cep/lLie ero CKUMaaoChb OT
)amocti K CuHed 3Be3me. OH ofuH 3HajlA, Kak OHa JoBepsuia Kortwo, Kak
3amuilana ero or ooBuHeHut OrHerpuBa. OHa cama u3bpasa ero r/aiiaTaem,
OHa He COMHeBajaCb B TOM, YTO OH IIOMOraeT €W YIIpaB/ATb ILJIEMEHEM...
[Tpo3peHue 0Ka3anoch y>KacHbIM. OHa oinbaack Bo BceM, U 0o/ibIlie HUKOTa He
CMOXKET PaCCYMTBIBATh Ha CUILY, MY>KeCTBO U OMBIT Korts.

— OHa He Mor71a 3a0bITh. .. — Hauaj OTHerpuB U TYT Ke 3aMOJTua.

Cunsis 3Be3/ia BBIIIUIA U3 CBOeH Tielllepbl U ¢ TPyAoM Tobpesa K Bbicokoit
Ckane. IlocrapeBiiasi 1 U3MyueHHasi, OHa ycTasno cena nepey Ckanou, faxe He
TIOTBITABIINCh B300PaThCs Ha BEPIIUHY.

— Kotbi I'po3oBoro niemenu! — xpurio 06bsiBUIa NPeABOAUTETEHULIA, U
rosioc ee ObLI e[jBa CJIBIIIIEH B BO3MYILIEHHOM porioTe KoToB. — CryIaiiTe Bce,
ceryac s Ha30By MMs HOBOTO IViallaTasl.



Bce cobpaHue TMOBepHYI0Ch K Hell, MepTBas THIIMHA BOIlapWIach Ha
TIOJISIHE.

— IlycTh cnbluuT meHst 3Be3fHOe ruiemsi, MyCTb AYXWA HalMX IPeJKOB
BBIC/TYIIIAIOT U 07100psiT Mot BeiGop! — CuHsAs 3Be3/a 3aMosuasna U OIMmycTusa
r71a3a B 3emsit0. THUIIMHA [/TUIachk Tak J0/ro, 4yto OTHerpuBy Tokas3anock, OyaTo
TipeBOUTe/bHUIA 3a0bla, 3aueM TIpUIIIA Ha TOJisHY. MM OHa Tak U He
pelna, KOro XxoueT BU/leTb CBOUM Ivialiaraem?

B Tosme noc/bimanuce rnepeble nepelienteiBaHus, HO CHHss 3Be3a pe3Ko
TIO/IHs/Ia TOJIOBY, U BCe CHOBA CTUXJIO.

— HoBbiM mnamataem craHetr OrHerpuB! — 4yeTko mpousHecsia CHHAS
3Be3ma. OrnacuB CBOe pellieHHe, OHa BCTala U Tmobpesia 06paTHO B Tiellepy, C
TPYZOM I1epeCTaB/isisl Jarbl.

Bce mems, Ka3anochb, oOkaMmeHeso. OcCTpas WIVla MpPOH3WIA CepALe
OrnerpuBa. OH?! OH OyzeT HOBBIM Iv1aliaTaeM? EMy X0Tesiocb 6POCUTHCS BCIe
Cunelt 3Be3zie U 3aKpUUaTh, UTO OHa omMbaack. OH He MOXeT ObITh IvialiaTaem!
OH coBCeM HeZlaBHO CTal BOUHOM!

U TyT BO BceoOIleli TUIlTMHe pa3ascs MUKYLui nmuck benbima: — 5 xe
ropopw! {1 ¢ camoro Hauasa 3Han! OrHerpuB! OrHerpuB Halll HOBBIM T/lallaTau!

['me-To coBceM psiZioM Tipe3puTenbHO (bIpKHYI YacToKoII:

— Bort kak?! He 3Hato, Kak Bbl, a 1 He COOMpPaOCh UCIIO/HSATH MPUKA3bl
JIOMallHero KoTyka!

Heckonbko k0TOB nogouuiv K OrHerpuBy M ro3jpaBuiiu ero. IlepBeiMu 310
caenanu Kpytobok u IMecuanast Byps, 3a HUMU mipukoBbUIsiia [lementoiika u,
CYaCT/IMBO ypua, JIN3HYJIa ero B HOC.

Ho G0/BIIMHCTBO KOTOB TIPOCTO OTOIUIM MPOYb, HUUETO He CKa3aB. Bbiio
OYeBU/IHO, UTO OHU He MeHbllle OTHerprBa NoTpsiceHbl Bbibopom CuHel 3Be3/bl.

Tak BOT uTO MMesna B BuAy [lecTposvcras, Korja roBopusia, uro 3Be3jHoe
riieMst Tipu3biBaeT ero?! IlpusbiBaeT MpuHSATH Ha cebsi OTBETCTBEHHOCTh 3a
I'po3oBoe miems? YTo ke OHa cKasaja ere?

He 6otics...OHa nmpocua ero He 60ATHCS.

«[Tectponucrasi! — B oTuasiHUM B3MOJUIICA TIpo cebst OrHerpuB. — Kak ke
MHe He 00ATbCs ?!»



['maBa XXX

— Cnywato Tebs1, Tammaraii! — pasfancs y Hero Hafi yXOM HeTrpOMKHIA
rosioc Bypana. — Kakue OyayT nprka3aHus’? OrHerpuB Haripsircsi, HO B T0JI0Ce
Genoro BowHa He ObLIO W TeHUM HacMmelllkh. OH MCKpeHHe Tipejjiarana CBOIO
noMotb, u OrHerpuB c 067aroflapHOCTBIO TOCMOTpesl eMy B Tnia3a. OH
TpeKpacHO TIOHMMaJj, uYTO MOryuyuii bBypaH wuMesn TI0/lIHOe TIpaBO cam
pacCcyuThiBaTh Ha TOCT I/1allaTas, I03TOMY ero IOMOLb U MOAAEPXKKY TPYAHO
ObI/IO TIEPEOLIeHHUTb.

— Ceituac... Celfuac Hajj0... — Hauaja OH, JIUXOPAZIOUYHO COOoOparkasi,
KaKue 3a/jlayi Hy>KHO PellUTh B IepBYI0 ouepe/ib. BHe3arHo OH C ykacoM IOHsI,
YTO ZiyMaeT O TOM, UTO cZiesian Obl Ha ero mecte Korotb. — Ega. [lnisi Hauana
HaM BCeM HYJKHO I10eCTb. beJibllll, HaUHK pa3HOCUTH efly cTapeuiivHaM. [1030Bu
OCTa/IbHBIX YUYEHUKOB, IIyCTb IOKOPMAT KOpojeB. — KOTeHOK paZjoCTHO
B3MaxHYJl XBOCTUKOM U IIOCKakKa K Kyue cBekaTuHbl. — Kucrtouka, YacTokos!
Bo3bmuTe cebe B TOMOIL ABYX TpeX BOWHOB M OTIIPAB/SIATECH HA OXOTY.
Pa3feniite TeppuTopuio Mexay coboii. HaM cpouHO HY>KHO TMOTIOTHUTD 3ariackl
enbl. VI 6ynabre BHUMAaTebHbI! [siivTe B 00a, He OBCTPEUArOTCS /IM BaM CJIe[Ib
3TUX Gpogsr.

KucTouka CIOKOWHO KWBHY/A W yJajdwiach, TPUXBaTMB C Coboit
Cunerna3ky. 3ato Yactokon He cpasy jABUHY/cS ¢ Mecta. OH CTOsiI, 3/100HO
44 Ha [viamaras, U OrHerpvB pacTepsiHHO IIOAyMas, YTO He 3HaeT, Kak
IOCTYIIUTb B C/lydyae OTKPOBEHHOIO HemnoBHMHOBeHHs. OH TBepAo CMOTpesn B
r7a3a YacTokosia, oKa TOT He IOBEepPHYJ/ICA U He MOIUIe/Cs MPoyYb, IoA3biBas K
cebe IpiMa 1 [TonroxBoCTa.

— Tpowura croponnukoB Kortsi, — npobopmoran BypaH, mpoBoxasi ux
ria3amu. — $1 6b1 TOCOBeTOBas Tebe He CIycKaTh C HUX I/a3!

— [Ha, 51 3Har0, — kuBHY/ OrHerpus. — HO Buepa OHU BCe TpOe [0Ka3asu,
yro Oosibllle TIpefaHbl rieMeHW, yeM Kortio. Bo3mokHo, ecnmu s He Oyny
TIPULLEMJISTb UM XBOCTBI, OHU PAHO WM TO3HO IPU3HAIOT MeHs?

bypaH Heoripe/ie/ieHHO XMbIKHYJI U HUYEro He OTBeTUII.

— Jl5is1 MeHs1 eCThb 3a/ilaHre? — nogoiien KpyTo6ok.

— Ha! — orBeTun OrHErpuB, APy’KeCKU JIM3HYB ero B cepoe yxo. — Wy u
OT/ZbIXal, Thl BeCh U3paHeH. 1 ripuHecy Tebe uTo-HUOY/b M0eCTh.

— Cmnacubo, OrnerpuB! — KpyToOo0K JIM3HY/ ipyra U CKPBUICS B TIellepe.

OrHerpvB HeTOPOTJIMBO HAIPaBWIICA K Kyue CBeXXel 00bIuM U YBU/IeN, Kak
[Tenestollika BhIllapanbiBaeT U3 TPY/ibl OO/BIIIYIO0 COPOKY.



— OrtHecy-Ka g ee CuHeli 3Be3zie, — peluusia oHa. — Bce paBHO MHe HaJj0
OCMOTpeTh ee paHy. A TOTOM BepHYCh U nmokopmiito Lllepb6aryto.

— Xoporiasi Mbicb, — 006pun OrHerpuB. Ceituac, Korjja ero KOpOTKue
TIPUKa3bl BEPHY/IU KU3Hb TJIEMEHU B TIPUBBIUHOE PYyC/IO, OH UYBCTBOBaJ CeOs
ropa3no yBepeHHee. — Ilepenaii Illepbaroii, uTo eciu eii Hy)KHa TIOMOIIb B
cbope TpaB, OHa MOXeT B3STh C co00i beibliiia, Kak TOMBKO OH OCBOOOAUTCS.

— Cnymarocb, — xmbikHy/a [lenentomka. — Ymeemnb Tbl, OrHerpus,
YIIPaBJISATHCSI CO CBOUMU YUYEHHUKAMHU.

OHa yxBaTW/Ia COPOKy 3y0aMH M B TOT >Xe MWI, TepelepHYBIIUCh OT
OMep3eHHs, yPOHWIA ee Ha 3eMJIF0. ['Huoe MsICO CBa/M/IOCh C COPOYBMX KOCTEM,
BHYTpH Bce Kuiego OenbiMu uepBsiMUA. OrHErpMB  CMOPIIWICS — OT
TOLLIHOTBOPHOI'O CMpaza.

[Tenentolika OTIIAaTHY/IaCh M yCTaBU/IaCh Ha CTHUBIIMWUW TPYII, JIMXOPAI0YHO
BbUIM3bIBasi POTUK sI3bIKOM. Ee TeMHas 11iepcTka crosisia Abioom. ['onyObie r1a3a
OKPYIVIWJIUCh OT yrKaca.

— Ilapanb, — npowenTana oHa. — [lagane B Kyue cBexxel efbl. UTo 3TO
3HAUUT?

OrnerpuB ¥ caM He MOT TOHSATb, KaK [j0X/1asi COpPOKa OKa3asach B Kyue. Hu
O/IUH KOT He MOT TOJIOXKHUTh ee CH/ia, la’ke CamMble HeOIbITHbIE YUeHUKU HUKOT/a
He c/lenany Obl Takoro!

— UYTto0 310 3HAUUT? — MoBTOpMW/a Ilenenmomka. M TyT 0 Hero, HaKoHeLl,
[IOIIJIO, YTO OHA MMeeT B BHUJY. YUeHHLA LeJINTe/IbHULbI BUZENa B [OXJIOU
COpPOKe KaKOW-TO 3/10Bel1i 3HaK!

— ThI fymaelb, 3TO Tpe3HaMeHOBaHue? — rpoxpurien oH. — Ilocnanue
3Be3/IHOTO MJIeMeHu?

— Bo3moxHo, — Ilemnesnromika CcOApPOTHY/Nach W TIOJHSJIA HA Hero
Ge3/0HHbIE TOyObie T1a3a. — 3Be3/HOe TieMsi ellle HU pa3y He T0flaBajio MHe
3HAaKOB, OrHerpuB, XOTs IPOILLJIO YXKe CTOJIbKO BPEMeHM MOCJie LiepeMOHHUH. .. f
He MOTYy 3HaTh, 3HaK 3TO WJ/IM HeT, HO eCJIA 3TO BCe-TaKu IpeJ3HaMeHOBaHUe, TO
OHO TpeJHa3HaueHo He MHe, a... — CuHel 3Be3ze, — 3akoHUWI OrHerpus. Y
HEro ILIepCTh 3allleBeuaach MpyU MbIC/IA O TOM, UTO OH BUJUT T€PBbIM MPU3HAK
HoBoro MoryirectBa [lenesntoiiiku. — Thl cobupanack OTHECTH CODOKY eH,
BepHO? — OH HEBOJIBHO COZAPOTHY/ICSA TIPU MBICIM O TOM, YTO [JOJ/DKEH
rpe/iBel}aTb 3TOT 3HaK. Heyxenu 3Be3gHOe IileMss XOueT CKas3aTb, UTO
nipaBieHve CuHelt 3Be3zbl TMOAOLUIO K KOHLY, MOTOMY YTO OHa I103BOJIAJIA
TJIeMeHU NPOrHUTh U3HYyTpU? Ho Beib KOrOTh TOBKO UTO W3rHaH, U y TJIEMEHU
Hauajacb HOBasi XW3Hb... — HeT! — pemmTensHo cka3an oH. — Bce Gefibl
Cuneir 3Be3nbl octasmuck B TipounioM! IIpoCcTO KTO-TO W3 KOTOB ITPOSIBUII
GecrieyHOCTh W TIPUTALLK B TiIeMs Tafanb. OH He Bepu/ HU eJUHOMY CBOEMY



Cn0By U BUzeJ, yto [lemesrorika JyMaeT TOUHO TaKxKe.

— $ cripomry Illepbaryro, — CMYII[EHHO CKa3aja OHAa. — YK OHA-TO
JI0JKHA 3HATh!

BeICTpO BBIXBAaTUB M3 KyuM I10J1eBKY, lleresroiiika 3axpomMasia B CTOPOHY
Telepsl Lie/IUTe/IbHULIbL.

— He roBopu Hukomy, kpome Illepbaroii! — KpukHy/n el Boiief
OrnerpuB. — HUKTO B TyieMeHU He JJO/DKeH 3HaTh 00 3ToM. I caM 3akormato 3Ty
razioctb. Ileresonika yTBepAUTENBHO KauHy/la XBOCTUKOM M CKpbulach B
T1ariOpOTHUKAX.

OrHerpuB or/siiesicsi, YTo0bl yOeAUTHCS, YTO HUKTO U3 KOTOB He CJIbIIIasl
VX pasroBopa M He BUJeJ [0XJIOM NTULbI. BOpsACh C TOIIHOTOM, OH CXBAaTW/I
COpPOKY 3ybaMu 3a KOHYMK KpbL/a, TIOBOJIOK ee K JjaJibHeMy Kparo TOJISIHbI U
YCIIOKOMJ/ICA TOJBKO TOI[a, KOIZla XOPOILIeHbKO 3achiliajl Mep3KYyH Iazab
3eMJIeN.

Ho He Tak-TO TpPOCTO ObIIO MOXOPOHUTH COOCTBEHHBbIEe TpeBOTU. Eciu
CTHUBIIIAs, KUIIAlllasi YepBsIMU Tlafla/ib BCe-Taku Obla 3HAKOM, TO Kakue Oe[lbl
OHa TmpezBelana? Kakue ellle HecuyacTbsl yrpokaroT [po3oBoMy IieMeHU U
JKU3HU ero BOMHOB?

B nonjeHs Bce TieMsi CHOBa coOpanoch Ha ToJisiHe. OXOTHUKU BEePHY/UCH,
HarpykeHHble [0ObIuel, TiemMs JOChbiTa Haenocb, U OrHErpuB pellv/, 4YTo
HacTasio BpeMsi cxoauTb K CuHell 3Be3e W OOCYIWUTh C Hell CBOM HOBBIE
00s13aHHOCTH.

OH Kak pa3s HarpasJ/sljicA K [eljepe, Korja ero BHUMaHue MPUBJIeK III0POX B
TaropoTHUKAX. B cieyrolyro CeKyH/y Ha IO/IsIHY BbICKOUM/IM YeTBepo PeuHbix
KOTOB — TeX CaMbIX, UTO HaKaHyHe TpUHUMAaJM ydacThe B OUTBe C
pa3boiinukamu. OrHerpuB cpa3y y3Han Ouenotky, HeBuaumky, Kamus wu
YepHoro Korrs.

Ceexas paHa Ha 1uiede OresloTKM U HajopBaHHOe yxo YepHoro Kortsa
siICHee BCSIKMX CJIOB FOBOPWJIM O TOM, KaKOW BKJ/laJi BHEC/IA OHU BO BYEPALLHIOO
nobeny Haj Opojsramu, aTakoBaBIIMMU ['po3oBoe riemsi. OTHETPUBY OueHb
XOTeJIOCh HaJIesIThCSl, UTO COCeAW TIPUILJIM JIWIIb 3areM, uToObl y3HaTh, Kak
YyBCTBYIOT cebsi BoMHBI ['pO30BOrO IjileMeHU, HO OH TPeKpPacHO MOHUMaJ, YTo
OHU sIBUMUCH 3a CepeOpsIHKMHBIMU KoTsiTamu. CTapasick HUueM He BbiZIaTb CBOeM
ropeur, OH MeJJIEHHO MOZOLIe/ K TOCTAM, OCTaHOBWICA mepen OLenoTkon U
CKJIOHUJT TOIOBY. JTO ObLT y)Ke He MOUTUTe/bHBIN MOK/IOH PSIIOBOTO BOMHA, HO
C/lep>KaHHOe TIPUBETCTBUE, KOTOPbIM 0OMEHUBAIOTCS paBHbIE.

— Ilo3ppasnsaro! — npuiypunace OnjenoTka, He B CU/lax CKPbITh CBOEro
YAUB/IEHWs HOBbIM cTaTtycoM OrHerpuBa. — Mbl NPULLIM IOTOBOPUTH C Balllei
TIpeiBOJUTE/IbHULIEH .



OrHerpuB 3aMsi/iCs, He 3Hasi, KaK OOBSICHUTh COCesIM, UTO MPOH30IIIO B
niieMeHu. Llesioro AHS He XBaTUT, YTOOBI paccKa3aTh UM O MpeziateibcTBe Korts,
o XBoctonome, 0 ToM, Kak CuHsisi 3Be37a BbiOpasa cebe HOBOro rraiiartas!
HeMmHOro 1okone6aBIMCh, OH eIl HU4ero He ToBOpUTh. [1oka PeuHoe riems
HaCTPOEHO BIIOJIHE JPY)Ke/Mo0HO U Ja)ke TIOMOIVIO COCeAssM W3THaThb OaHAy
pa300MHUKOB, HO KTO 3HaeT, He 3axXOTAT /i PeuHble KOTbI BOCIIO/Ib30BaThCs
cnaboctbio ['po30BOroO MyieMeHu, eciu y3HatoT 000 BCeX MOCAeIHUX COOBITUSX?
[Tycte nyuie nopoxayt no ciaepyroujero Coseta, korza I['po3oBoe muiems
OMpaBUTCSA OT Tpefare/ibcTBa Korts! OrHerpuB CKJI0HWI FOJIOBY U TIOBeJ rOCTel
K CuHel 3Be3/e.

[IpegBoauTeIbHUIIA 3aKaHUYMBaja 3aBTpakaTb. Celdac OHa BbIVIsSZeNa
ropaszio nayuiie, ueM yTpoM, u OrHerpuB C objerueHvueM yBHUEN, UTO K HeM
Hayasia BO3BpaAlllaThbCsl TPHBbIYHAS YBePeHHOCTh. Korya oH repecTyru/i Mopor,
CuHsig 3Be3za MOJHs/Ia T0JIOBY, TOPOIUIMBO MPOIJIOTH/A TMOC/AeJHUU KyCOueK
e/lbl ¥ CKa3aJjia, 00/IM3HYB SI3IKOM POT:

— Bxonu, OrHerpuB. Ham Hy>kKHO MHOTOe 00CyIuTh C TOOOIA.

— Ha, Cunsas 3Be3a, — OTO3BaJICSl HOBBIM [V1alllaTal, — HO He Tenepb. K
HaM CHOBa MPUILITM BOMHBI PeUHOro rjieMeHu.

— Bor kak? — CuHss 3Be3za BCTajlia Y MOTSAHy/Aack. — S oxxujasna, uTo
OHM BEPHYTCS, HO He JiymMaJjia, YTO 3TO TPOM30UIET TaK CKOPO.

OHa BbIllIa W3 Telllepbl U HarpaBWIach K OXKUAKOIIMM roctsm. [logoiizs
6moke, OrHerpuB cpa3y yBuzen KpyToOoka, KOTOPbIE O UeM-TO OXXMBJIEHHO
becemoBan ¢ HeBuaMMKOM, U HaCTOPOXHU/ICS. Heyenu TpusiTesib yxKe ycCresn
pa3bonTatk CepeOpsIHKMHOM TOZIpyTe BCe TaiiHbl [ po3oBoro niemeHun?!

[ToTuXOHBKY Ha MOJSIHY Haualud CTSITUBATbCS M JIpyrde KOThbl, BCe C
MOOOTTBLITCTBOM MOTVISAIBIBA/IA HA TOCTel, HeZloyMeBasi, Kakasl Hy»>k/la TIpuBesia uX
CIOZla Ha 3TOT pas3.

[Tocne o6meHa npuBeTcTBUSAMH O1]€/710TKA Hauajia CBOIO Peyub:

— B cBoeMm narepe mbI fonro obcyxganu cynbby CepeOpssHKUHBIX KOTST U
peluId, YTo OHU TIpuHajjexar PeuHomy ryieMeHM. [[Boe HalllMX Masbliiei
yMep/H Buepa HOubl0. OHU POAMINCH CIMIIKOM PaHO U OBLIH C/IUIITKOM Cra0bl.
1x marb, [TepBOLIBETHK, COrIacHuIach BRIKOPMUTh CepeOpsHKUHBIX AeTeil. OHU
OymyT OKpy>keHbI 3a00TOI 1 /TF0O0BLIO.

— Pa3Be MbI 110X0 3a060TUMCS 0 HUX? — He BblJjep>Kayl OrHerpus.

OuesioTka TOCMOTpe/ia Ha Hero, HO HUYEro He OTBeTWIa, MNPOZA0JDKas
obpaijatbest K CuHeli 3Be3zie: — MeTeop Moc/aa Hac 3a KOTSITaMu, — 3asiBUjia
OHa, U B ee CIIOKOWHOM roJIoCe TMpO3Bydyasia HeNpPeKJIOHHAs pPelrMOCTb. bblio
OUEeBHJHO, UTO OHAa HE COMHEBAeTCsl B CIIPaBeJIMBOCTA TPeOOBAHMM CBOEro
TipeiBO/IUTe/ISI.



— Kpome Toro, — BcraBuna HeBujuMKa, — KOTATa YK€ HEMHOIO
rioapociu. OHY JIerKo nepeHecyT MyTellecTBUe [0 Halllero Jjiarepsl.

— [Ha! — kuBHyna OruenoTka, 0f00pUTE/NIbLHO TOCMOTPEB Ha MOJIOJYHO
KoposieBy. — Mpbl Mornu Obl 3abpaTh WX W paHbllle, HO XX/lajlu, TIOKA OHU
OKperHyT. MbI He MeHblliie Balllero 6ecriokoumMcst 06 ux 370poBbe!

Cunss 3Be3zia nogHsiack. OHa Bce ellle BBIIVIsSIZie/ia OYeHb U3MYUYEHHOU U
JIBUTA/aCh C HEKOTOPBIM YCU/IMEM, HO C TIepBOTO B3I/isi/ia ObII0 BUAHO, UTO K Hel
y’>Ke BepHyJ1ach CIIOKOMHAs BJIaCTHOCTb UCTUHHOM TpeiBOJUTE/IbHULIBL.

— OTH KOTATa HaroJI0BUMHY IIpyMHajexar [po3oBomMy 1uieMeHH, —
HarloMHmIa oHa OrnenoTke. — $1 y>ke roBopusia Tebe, UTo CO0OIIYy CBO€e pellieHue
Ha ciiegyroieM Cosere.

— He Tebe mpuHMMaTh pellieHHe O CyAbOe HalUX JeTeit! — oTpesana
ry1alarast PeqyHoro rnjieMeHu, U rojioc ee Ipo3Byyasl X0/I04HO U HelIPEKJIOHHO.

Cobpagiivecs: KOTbl BO3MYIIIEHHO 3ary/ie/u.

— Kakag Hamocte! — B3opBanacek [lecuanas byps, cupeBiias psagomM C
OrnerpuBoM. — YTo OHa 0 cebe BO30MHW/Ia, XoTesna Obl 51 3HaTh? SIBsieTCs B
Halll larepb U OOBSIB/ISIET, UTO MbI JIO/DKHBI lenath! OrHerpuB nofoien Kk CuHei
3Be3/ie ¥ TUXO CKasajl el Ha yXo:

— CuHsis 3Be3/ia, 3To Kotsita KpyToboka. Thl He flo/KHa OTAaBaTh UX!

CuHsas 3Be3a noBesia yiamu.

— Ilepenaiite MeTeopy, — CIIOKOMHO OTBeTW/Ia OHa Jiejeraram, — uTo
['po30oBoe T1eMst OyIeT CpaXkaThCsl 3a ITUX KOTHT.

['y6n1 O11e/I0TKU TIOTIO/3/TM BBEpPX, OHA THUXO 3aphiyaia, a ['po30Bbie KOTHI
I'POMKUM BO€eM IPHBETCTBOBA/IY PellleHre CBOeH INpeBOJUTe/IbHULIBL.

W Bapyr Haz Tonmou npoHeccss rpoMkuid Kpuk: — Het! Y Ornerpusa
3al11eBe/inIach 1epCTh Ha 3arpuBke. OH y3Han ronoc Kpytoboka.

3MOpOBEHHBIN Cephiii BOMH BCTa/l W Hayaja TPOK/IaZibiBaTh cebe A0pory
yepes3 TOJIY K NpeaBojuTesibHULIe. OrHErPUB MyUYUTEIbHO CMOPLIWIICS, TS,
Kak ['po30Bble KOThI POBOXKAIOT €ro Mo/I03PUTeTbHBIMU B3T/IsilaMu U Ope3ryiiBo
OTOABUTAIOTCA, AaBast eMy gopory. Ho KpyToGok, moxoxke, y>ke TIPUBBIK K WX
BpakjeOHOCTH. OH TOCMOTpe/l CHauaja Ha PeuHbIX KOTOB, TIOTOM TiepeBes
B3IVI5, HA CBOMX TOBapHILer U CKa3aJl:

— Ouenotka mpaBa. KoTsita mpuHajsexar mnjieMeHM CBoed marepu.
CUMUTALD, UTO MbI [JOJDKHBI OTZATh UX.

OruerpuB ouerneHen. OH XO0Tesj 3aKpyduyarb, HO He HaxoAwWa C/10B. Bce
BOKDYT ToXke Mojdasnu, muiiib Illep6atasi rpomMko ripobopmorana: — bepmonara
COBCeM TPOHYJICS yMOM!

— XopoliiieHbKO noaymaii, Kpytobok, — mipegynpeauna Cunssi 3Be3fa. —
Ecmu s mo3Bomo OtlesioTke 3a0paTh KOTST, Thl HaBcerjia motepsieiib ux. OHU



BLIPACTYyT B JpyroMm TuieMeHd. OHM He OyAyT 3HaTb O TOM, KTO WX OTell.
HactaHeT JieHb U Tebe, BO3MOXHO, TIPU/IETCSI CPA’KaThCsl IPOTUB COOCTBEHHBIX
JleTem.

['oBops 3TO, MpeABoOAUTE/bHHULIA He cBoAwia Ia3 ¢ Kamua v HeBuaumku.
CTOnbKO 3aTaeHHOW Topeud U TeuasbHOTO 3HaHUs ObUIO B ee Trojioce, UTO
OrHerpyMB Ha MrHOBeHHe IIOpa3swiICsAd TOMY, KakK CJ/Ielbl U IVIyXU KOTbI, eC/u He
noHumMaroT, uto CuHss 3Be3/1a TOBOPUT He ToJIbKO 0 KpyToOoKe, HO U 0 cebe!

— 41 Bce moHumato, Cunsist 3Be3sja, — KuBHy/A KpyTobok. — Ho s u Tak
TIPUHEC C/UIIKOM MHOTO TOpsi CBOeMy TjieMeHu. f1 He MOTy AOMyCTUTh, YTOOBI
MOH TOBapUILLY Cpa)ka/jvch 3a MouX KOTAT. Eciu Cunssa 3Be3zia M03BOJIUT, TO Ha
3aKare s CaM IIpUHeCY KOTAT K KaMeHHOU rpsijie. KisiHyCb.

— KpyTo060K, He Hazio! — B3Monusicst OrHerpuB.

KpyToOOK MOBepHY/ TOJIOBY U KaK-TO CTPAHHO MOCMOTpes Ha Hero. B ero
XKeNThIX Ta3ax OrHerpuB yBujen He TO/MBKO 00/ib U OGe3yTeliHyr TOCKY, HO
KaKyl0-TO OTYAsSIHHYO PeLIMMOCTb COBEPIIUTh YTO-TO, yero OrHerpus He MOT /10
KOHLIA [TOHATb.

— He pgenatii aToro... — 6ecrioMoIIiHo oBTOpUI OH, HO KpyToOOoK fake He
OTBEeTWUJL.

[Tecuanasi Bypsi TkHynach HocoM B 060K OrHerprvBa U UTO-TO JIaCKOBO
3alienTasia, HO OH CJIOBHO OIVIOX M OHeMes. KakuM-TO KpaeM CO3HaHUS OH
3aMmeTusI, Kak [lenesntomika THX0 ck/IoHWAach K [lecyuanout Bype v nipoienrana:

— He ceituac. CnoBa Tyt He mnomoryT... OctaBb ero. Cunsia 3Be3za
CKJIOHW/IA TO0JIOBY M HAJoAro 3amosvasia. OrHerpvMB MpeKpacHO BUJesI, Kak
ObICTPO TalT ee Hacrex coOpaHHbIe CU/IbI, U TIOHWMAJ, uTO OOJibIlle BCEro
TIpeIBOJMTE/IbHHULIA Cerdyac HY>KJaeTCs B OT/bIXe.

— TbI yBepeH B cBoeM peliieHnH, KpyToOoK? — cripocusia oHa HaKoHel].

— [Ma! — mopHsn rosoBy TOT. — B TakoMm ciyuae, — Hauasa CuHsas
3Be3nma, — S TOTOBa BBINOJIHUTHL Baile TpeboBaHwe. Ha 3akare KpyTo6Gok
TIDUHEeCeT KOTAT K KAMeHHOU Ipsijie.

Ka3sasnocs, OtiesioTka Oblyia 03ajiaueHa Takoi jierkoi mobenoii. OHa GbICTpO
reperigHy/acb ¢ YepusiM Korrem, C/10BHO XOTesia CIIPOCUTh, HE BUAUT JIU OH
TYT KaKOro-TO I10/IBOXa.

— Mpsbl mnonaraemcs Ha Balle CJ0OBO, — OTBeTW/Ia OHAa, BHOBb
10BOpauuBasACb K MpeasoauTesbHulle ['po3oBoro ruiemeHu. — W mycTh
3Be31HOe yiemsi OyzeT Tomy cBUjeTesiem!

C 3TUMH C/10BaMU OHa CHOBa MOK/I0HWIACh CrHel 3Be3[e U MoBesa CBOUX
KOTOB K BbIxofly. OTHErpuB TIPOBOJIU/ UX B3IVISIAOM U 00epHYy/cs K KpyToboky.
OH xoTen elle pa3 norpoboBaTk TNepeybenuTh ero, rMokKa He CTajio TMO3[AHO, HO
ZPYT y’Ke CKPBI/ICS B [JeTCKOM.



Korza cosHLle CKaTuaoCh 3a BepXyLIKU JepeBbeB, OTHErpUB yxKe CTOSA Y
TarlOPOTHUKOB. [lepucTbie JUCThS IITyMe/U Hajl ero ToJI0BOM, BO3AyX Osaroyxasn
3ariaxamu 1o3gHux FOHbIX JIvcTtheB, HO OrHerpyMB HUYero He 3aMmeuasn. Bce
MbIc/iu ero Obiti 0 KpyTroboke. OH He MOr He TIPeJIIPUHSATH TOC/IEIHIOH0
TIOTLITKY yOeAUThb Apyra OCTaBUTh KOTAT y cebsl.

Haxkonel| u3 JeTckoidi mokasascsi Kpyrto6ok. Ilepes; HUM KOBBUISUIA Ha
HeTBep/bIX JIallKax /IBa KPOllleuHbIX KoTeHKa. C mepBoro B3misiZia Obuio BUAHO,
YTO TEMHO-CEepPbId Masblll BbIPACTET B KPEINKOr0 W CUIBHOTO BOMHA, a €ro
cepebpucTasi ceCTpUUKa CTaHeT TaKOM »kKe KpaCMBOMW W JIOBKOM, Kakoi Oblna ee
Marhb.

3narollelika IpoBoXkaja MaJbllllel [0 CamMoro BbIXOZa. Y Iopora OHa
HAaKJ/IOHH/IA TOJIOBY U HEXXHO JOTPOHY/IACh HOCOM [I0 KaXK/I0r0:

— Ilpouaiite, Moy /t06MMbIe, — MeYanbHO B3[0XHY/1a OHA.

KoTsiTa ucriyraHHo 3anuiijaiu, Korja KpyToOok morHan ux Briepes, a
3/1aTOLIEMKUHBI IeTU Kperue TMpUXKaaucb K MaTepy, CJIOBHO XOTe/U YCIIOKOUTH
ee.

— KpyTo60K... — Hauan OrHerpuB, BLICTYTIasi BIiepe,.

— He Hago HUuero roBoputb, — 00opBan ero Apyr. — CKOpO ThbI Bce
novimettib. [IpoBoAMillb MeHsT 10 KameHHOU Tpsifibi? f xoTen Obl... xoTen Obl,
YTOOBI Thl TOMOT MHE HECTU KOTSIT!

— Pasymeercs1, pa3 Thl Tak xouellib! OrHerpuB rotoB ObLT COTTIACUTHCS Ha
YTO YTOZHO, /UL Obl TIOMYUUTh XOTh Majeuiiyt0 BO3MOXXHOCTb TOTOBOPUThH C
ZIPYT'OM U IIOIBITaTbCHd OTTOBOPUTE €ro.

OHHM OTIpaBWIKCH B JieC, Jiep)Xach psiiloM, Kak paHblie. Kaxzabli Hec B
3ybax MO KOTeHKY, KpOllleuHble KOMOUKU BepTeNMCh U OpBIKA/IMCh — UM SIBHO
XOTeJIOCh U/ITH CaMOCTosiTesIbHO. OTHerpuB 0osyicsi TIOAyMaTh O TOM, Kak JIpyT
nepeHeceT paccraBaHve ¢ geteMU. Ho Beap CuHaAg 3Be3ja Korja-To IMpoLia
uepes 37T0...

UTo oHa uyBCTBOBasa, KOrja B IOC/AeJHUM pa3 CMOTpesia Ha CBOMX KOTHT,
KOTOpbIe HaBcerja yuu sMecte ¢ Kenygem?

Korga oHU MoOfONUIM K KaMeHHOW Tpsjie, ajblidi 3akaT Hauaa O/IeKHYTb.
B3omina siyHa, TipeBpaTUB peKy B CepeOpUCTYIO JIeHTy OTpaKeHHOrO CBeTa.
Bo3ayx Haro/HWU/CS BaKHBIM JIeTIeTOM BOJIH, JJIMHHasi Tpubpe)kHasi TpaBa
TIPUATHO XO0JIOAWJIA YCTa/Ible JIarlbl.

OrHerpvB TOJOXKWUJI CBOET0 KOTEHKa Ha TpaBsiHYI0 Kouky, U KpyTobok
I0C/Ie/loBa/l ero mpuMmepy. 3aTeM OH HeyBepeHHO OTOLle/l B CTOPOHY U MOTHYJI
r0JIOBOM, Mo/3bIBast K cebe OrHerpuBa.

— Tr1 6b11 TIpaB, — cKas3aa OH. — §1 He cMOry paccTaTbCsi CO CBOMMHU
KOTATaMU.



JIukytoiriast pagocts oxBatuiaa OrHerpuBa. Kpytobok nepeayman! Ceiiuac
OHU 3a0epyT KOTSIT, OTHECYT UX ZIOMOM U C UeCThbIO BCTPETAT Jit0OyI0 yrpo3y co
croponbl Peunoro riemenn! Ho criegyrorue cioBa KpyToboka nmpeBpaTHIM €To
cepJiLie B KyCOK Jib/a:

— {1 yxoxxy BMecTe ¢ HUMHU, OrHerpuB. KoTdata — 3TO eJUHCTBEHHOE, UTO
octanoch ot Moeii Cepebpsinku. OHa Mpocuia MeHs 3a00TUTBCS 0 HUX. S ympy,
eCJI PacCTaHyCh C HUMM.

Orserpus Tak U 3aCTbL/I C Pa3UHYTbIM PTOM.

— Yro? Het, Tbl He mMoOXxellb! — BbIZaBU1 OH. — Tbl TIPUHA/J/IEKUILLIL
['po3oBoMy 11IemeHu!

KpyTo0O0K rpyCTHO IMoKadasi ro/I0BOM.

— YKe HeT... Bce oTBepHy/IMCh OT MeHs, KaK TOJILKO Y3Ha/IM TpaBAy 000
MHe 1 CepebpsiHke. OHM HUKOT/]a O0/IbIlIe He OyayT moBepsiTb MHe, OTHerpuB. A
camoe y>KacHoe, UTO g M CaM Y’Ke He 3Hal0, HY>KHO JI1 MHe UX JoBepue. [1oxoxe,
BO MHe O0/1blile He 0CTa/I0Ch HU YeCTH, HU MPeJaHHOCTH.

Kaxxmoe ero c/0BO OCTpee Bpa)KeCKWX KOI'TEHM BOH3a/l0Ch B >KUBOT
OrHerpuBa, pa3pbiBasi €ero Ha YacCTH.

— KpyTtobok... Uto b1, KpyTo60K, — GecriomoiiHo 6opmoran oH. — A
Kak ke f? $I-To xouy, uToOBI ThI OCcTasncs! 51 Bepto Tebe, s 0 caMoil cMepTH Oyay
TeOe BepuTh, S HHUKOrja He mipegam Tebs! JKentble rmasuiu Kpytoboka
3aTYMaHW/IUCh IPYCThIO.

— 41 3Har0, — TUXO CKaszajn OH. — HU y KOro Ha cBeTe HeT Takoro Jpyra,
Kak y MeHs. §1 oTgam 3a Tebst )xu3Hb, OrHerpuB. Thl 3Haelllb 3T0, U He 3a0bIBaii
HUKOT/A.

— Torga ocranbcs B ['(po30BoM 1iemeHu!

— $1 He Mory. 3TO eAMHCTBEHHOE, Yero s He MOTy czeyarth Ajs Tebs. §1
TpUHA/JIe)XY CBOMM [IeTAM, a OHU TIpuHajjexxar PeuyHomy 1uiemeHu. AX,
OruerpuB, OrHerpuB... — TOJIOC €ro B3JieTes, I[IPeBPaTUBLIKWCL B
Jlylepas/Iuparolyii Bomib. — $1 CJIOBHO pa3pbIBatOCh MOMoJiam!

OrHerpwus 1o/10111e/1 K HeMy O/vke ¥ Hauasl BBUIM3BIBATH CEphle VI APYTa,
YyBCTBYS IPOXKb, COTPSCABIIYIO BCe ero CU/ibHOe Tesi0. CKOBKO TepeXuiv OHU
BMecTe! KpyToOOK ObL1 TE€pPBBIM KOTOM, C KOTOPBIM KOT/Jja-TO 3arOBOPHII
TepenyraHHbIi, 3a0MyuBIINNCA B JieCcy AOMAIlHWM KOTEeHOK — OyayIuii
OrnerpuB. KpyTo60K cTan ero rmepBbiM ApyroM B ['po3oBoM rmuiemMeHH. OHuU
BMeCTe TPEHHWPOBA/IMCh U BMeCTe CTa/ii BouHaMu. OHU BMeCTe OXOTWU/IMCh U B
)Kapkue nHU 3eieHbIX JIMCTbEB, KOrjla BO3AYyX MOJIOH MeJOBOM CIaZlOCTBIO U
3BEHUT OT IYEeJIMHOIO T'y/a, U B XeCTOKYyr0 rnopy lonbix [JepeBbeB, KOrja BeChb
MHp 3aMep3aeT. BmecTe oHM y3Ha/mu 1ipaBay o Korte, pyucKys HaB/ieub Ha cels
rHeB CuHeM 3Be3[hl. ..



1 BOT Temeph Bcemy Tipuilles KoHell. M y)kacHee Bcero ObUIO TO, 4UTO
OrHerpyB He HaXOAW/I CJI0B, UTOOBI TiepeyOeanTs Apyra. OH IMpeKpacHO 3Hall,
yro I'po3oBoe 1ieMsi He mpoctuno KpyTrobokKy mpecTynmHON /r00BU K
CepebpsiHke, ¥ He OBIJI0O HUKAKOM HAJEX/bl HAa TO, UTO JIeCHbIE KOThI KOT/ia-
HUOYZIb MPU3HAIOT €ro He3aKOHHOPOXKIEHHBIX feTeid. ECM 3a KOTAT TIPUZETCS
CpaXkaThCsl, BOWHBI CJIeJIAlOT 3TO — HO TOJILKO pajii YeCTH TuieMeHH. Ilosoxka
nary Ha ceppue, OrHerpyMB MOHUMAJ, UTO Y KOTAT HeT Oyzayiero B I'po3oBoM
TUIEMEHH.

KpyToO0OK Mo/ua OTCTPAaHW/ICS U TIOIIeN Ha3aZl, TPOMKO OKJ/IMKas CBOWX
KOTST. MaJIbIlli, TOHEHBKO MTONMCKHUBAsI, 3aKOBLUIS/IM €My HaBCTpeuy.

— INopa, — msrko cka3an Kpyrobok OrHerpusy. — YBuaumcsi Ha CoBere.

— 370 GyzeT coBceMm mo-apyromy! KpyToOoK 0/Ir0 CMOTpesT Ha Hero.

— Jla, — HakoHeI| cKa3aj oH. — Terieps Bce OyzieT COBCeM T0-IpYTOMY.

OH MOBepHYJICs, TIOAXBAaTU/I OFHOTO KOT€HKa W ToOpesn BHU3, K KAMEHHOU
rpsiie. OH JIOBKO TTeperphIriBaj C KaMHsI Ha KAMeHb, @ MaJIbIII OO/ITasICs Y HeTo
B macti. Korma KpyToOOK AOCTUT IMPOTHBOIOIOKHOTO Oepera, w3 KaMblilla
BBICKOJTb3HY/Ia Cepasi Kolleuka U Opocunack eMy HaBcTpeuy. OHa TOAXBaTHIA
KOTeHKa, a KpyToboK BepHYysicsi 00paTHO, uTOObI 3abpaTh BTOPOTO MaJiblilia.

[TpucmotpeBimch, OrHerpyMB y3Hala B Kollleuke HEBUIUMKY, TydIITyiO
noapyry Cepebpsiaku. OH 3Ham, urto HeBupyMka OymeT HOOUTEH KOTAT, Kak
ponubix. Ho kro Oymer mwobute Kpyroboka cusibHee, ueM J/HOOUT ero
Oruerpus?!

«Bce koHueHo! — wucxoguno 6onbio ero cepiue. — bosbiie He Oyzer
TaTpy/ied, MIyTAUBOH OOpBObI, APYKeCKOTO BBIIM3BbIBAHUS B TIEljepe I0Cie
nonroro iHsA... He OyzmeT Hu 0011jero Becesibsi, HA 0011[ei oracHocTH. Hudero He
Oyzet!»

EMy Heuero ObUIO CKa3aTh, OH HHWYero He Mor cjematb. OH CTOST U
OecrioMoIIfHO CMOTpes, Kak KpyToO0K MoAX0oJuT K TIPOTUBOTIOIOKHOMY Oepery,
Jepka B 3ybax BTOpOro koreHka. HeBHIMMKa J1aCKOBO MOTep/iaCh HOCOM O HOC
Ceporo BOWHA W CKJIOHWIAch Ha/l KOTSTamMyd. He roBopss HM CJIOBa, OHU C
KpyToO0OKOM B3$1/TM KXK/[bIH TI0 MaJIBIITY U CKPBUTHUCH B 3aPOC/ISIX KaMbIIIIa.

OrHerpuB ellje /I0JIT0 CUJIeT B TPaBe, TS/, Kak JIKYT O6eper cepeOpUCThIe
peuHble BO/HBL. TO/BKO KOTZIA Haf, epeBbsMU TIOAHS/IACh JIyHa, OH 3aCTaBHWII
ce0s TOAHATHLCS U Tobpes1 obpaTHO B Jec.

Hukorya eine OH He WCIBITBIBAJ TaKOH TOCKM U OJUHOYECTBA, HO
OFTHOBPEMEHHO OTKYZA-TO W3 IJIyOMHBI ero [JyIM TMOAHWUMAa/ach He3HaKOMast
nipexxze cuia. OH packpbut rpapy o Korte v He TI03BO/IW TVIAIIaTar0 TIOTYOUTh
I'po3oBoe mems. CuHsIS 3Be3fa OKa3aja €My BeIMKYI0 YeCTb, Ha3HAuuB
I/1alliataeM, BTOPbIM KOTOM B TJieMeHU. Teriepb OH JIO/DKEH W/TH BIIEpe, TIOf



pykoBozicTBoM CuHel 3Be3/ibl, 1o/ MPUCMOTPOM [leCcTponucToi, 1o, B3r/isamu
KOTOB 3Be3/JHOTO TIJIeMeHHU.

[TocTynb ero He3aMeTHO CTaja TBep)Ke, U K XOJIMy OH TIPUOIU3UIICS yxKe
Gerom. OH Gerkas, ¥ ero OTHeHHO-PbDKasi 111ePCTKA MATHOM MeJibKajia B JIM/IOBbIX
CyMepKax.

Briepeqiui ero kfiajia HOBasi )KW3Hb — KM3Hb T71aliatasi [']po30Boro mjiemeHu,
Y OH ObIJT TOTOB K Hel.
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