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JpUH XaHTep
byuiywinasa CTUXus




[Iposior

MyuuTe/NbHBIA  CTOH TIPOHECCS HaJ JIECHOW  OMYIIKOH, 3a/JUTOU
Gecriola[HeIM JIYHHBIM CBETOM. Y CaMOro Kpasi TIO/ISiHbI Te€Hb I'yCTOrO KyCTa
CKpbiBajia IBOMX KOTOB. OJWH W3 HUX KOPUYWICS OT HEBBIHOCUMOW 00,
CYZOPOXKHO KOJIOTSI XBOCTOM TIO 3emJe. [Ipyroii, CKJIOHHB TOJIOBY, CTOSUT Haf
HecyacTHbIM. MHOTO JIyH MPOIILJIO C TeX TOop, KaK OH CTaJj IieJIuTeieM TUIeMeHH,
HO ceffyac BCe €ro MacTepCTBO OKasanoch OeccunbHbIM. CTapbiii LjenTesNlb
OeCrioMOII[HO CMOTpeJI, KaK HeTOHSITHAash XBOPb, YHeCIIasi CTOJBKO KOIIaubMX
)KU3HeH, Tep3aeT TipeABoAWTeNss TuieMeHW. Hu ofgHa LeneOHasi TpaBa He
TIOMOrasia MPOTHB Y>KaCHBIX CYZIOPOT M JIMXOPAJIKH, KOTOPBIMH COITPOBOXK/IaIach
00Jie3Hb, W TIeJIUTE/b JIMIb B OTYAsHWUM TOTIOPILIWI CBOIO TISITHUCTYIO CEPYIO
IIepCcTb, HAOMIOAsi aroHWIO TpeaBoAWTeNss. BOT HecuacTHBI BHOBb
COZIDOTHYJICSI BCEM TeJIOM W B HW3HEMO)KEHWUM yIlajl Ha TMOJCTUNKY M3 MXxa.
LlenuTenb € OMacKod HAKJIOHWIICS W TIPUHIOXA/CA. [IbIXaHue ellje Teriaoch B
Tesie OO/ILHOTO, HO OH OBLT TakK IVIOX, YTO €ro Tollyde OOKa MYy4YHTeTbHO
B3/IbIMaJIMCh TIPH Ka’KZIOM B37I0Xe.

JKyTKuii BU3r TipoHeccst Haj, jecoM. Ha 3TOT pa3 KpWK OblLT He KOIIAuuid.
Llenurens 3actbil. OH y3Han BOIUIb COBbl. COBBI HEC/IU CMepThb OOuTaTessim
7ieca, OHM BOpOBa/M JOOBIYY W MOIVIA TIOXKUBUTHCS MaJIeHBKUMH KOTSITaMH,
CJIyUUCh MaJbllllaM C/IMIIKOM [IaJIeK0 OTOWTH OT MaTeph. YCTpeMHMB B He0O
YMOJISIFOITIUI B30D, LIeJIUTe/Tb BO33BaJl K /lyXaM CBOUX Tpe/IKoB-BouTesel. ITycThb
3Be3qHOe TieMsi CZiesiaeT TakK, uTOObI COBUHBIM KDUK He Mpe/iBeljal HOBOM
Geapl! OH mo 6o/M B ia3ax BIVISIBIBAJICS B TIPOCBET MEXY CILIETEHHBIMU
BETBSIMH, 00pa3yrOIIMMU KPBIIITY I1ajlaTKW, BIMCKUBas Ha YepHOM Hebe JOPOXKKY
CepebpsiHoro Ilosica. Ho obutens 3Be3nHOro rieMeHr Obula TUIOTHO YKyTaHa
TydaMd, W LeUTelb COJAPOTHY/CS OT cTpaxa. Heyxenw MpegKu-BOUTENN
OTBEPHY/IMCh OT HHUX, OOpeK/u Ha THOelb OT HEMOHITHOM XBODH,
OIycTollIatoIlel j1larepb?

BeTep BCKOJBIXHY/T BEpPXYIIKUA [I€PEBbEB, 3alllyplIajd JIOMKHAE XPYIIKUe
JUCTBSI. BBICOKO B HeOe MPUIIUIN B [IBIDKeHHE 00Jlaka, M CKBO3b KPBIIITY MajlaTKU
TIPOCOYM/ICS Ca0BId JIyUWK OFMHOKOM 3Be3/bl. B monyTbMe TyOOKO M POBHO
B3[JOXHY/T TIpeJBoAuTeNb. Haje)kna KpOXOTHOW pDLIOKOW 3aTperierasia B AyIiie
1iesiuTesisi. HecMOTpst HA Ha uTo, 3Be3/JHOe TIeMsi He OCTaBUT MX!

[poxa oT obseruenus, LenuTenb 0e33ByYyHO BO33Bal K 3Be3JHOMY
TieMeHd, Onarozjaps TIpeJKOB 3a TPOJJIeHWe JKU3HU  TPeABOJUTEIS.
CollypHUBIIMCh, OH CMOTpe/J Ha 3Be3JHBI CBET, U BCKOpe B TOJIOBE €ro



3a3Byda/ii CTpaHHble Tosioca. OHU IIenTaayd O TPAAYIIUX CAaBHBIX OWUTBax, O
HOBBIX TEepPPUTOpPHUSX U O BenukoMm IieMeHH, KOTOpOe BOT-BOT BOCCTaHeT M3
rneria rnpouwioro. PafocTte paciiBesia B cepjlie Lie/uUTeIs], Jlalbl HallOJIHWINChH
cuitoid. 3Be3a obertiana ropaszo 6osblile, yeM n3baBieHre OT XBOpHU!

B Ty Xe CeKyHy OTPOMHOe cepoe KPbLJIO 3aKPbLIO JIy4 3Be3/bl, TIOrPy3UB
rajaTKy BO TbMy. LlesiTesib OTIIPSIHY/T M IPUXKAJICS )KUBOTOM K 3€MJ/ISTHOMY TOJTY.
C JXyTKWM BOIUIEM COBa CHM3W/IaCh W pBaHy/jla KOITSMM Kpbilly. Buaumo,
XUILHULA yuysjla 3arax 0osie3HH, UCXOMSAIIMM OT OONBHOTO TIpeJBOAUTENs, U
TipusieTesia TIOXKUBUTBCS JieTKOW A00biueit. K cuacTbio, TO/ICThIe BETKU TMajaTKU
OKa3a/IuCh il He 110 KO TSM.

C OelleHO KOJNOTALIUMCS — CepAlieM  LieiuTesb  MPUCAyLIancs K
yAA/SIOLIEeMYCs 111e/IeCTy OTPOMHBIX KpbLIbeB. Korza Bce CTHXJ/I0, OH CHOBa
MOZHS 1V1a3a K HeOy. 3Be3sa ucuesna. Tam, rjje OHa TOJBKO UTO CHsi/ia, Telepb
Obuia Uil yepHoTa. CTpax MPOKPAJICs MO, IIKYPY LIe/IUTeIsl, CTUCHY/T KOTTSIMU
cepaue.

— TheI caplman? — €O CTpaxoM OK/IMKHY/I €r0 CHapy’kKu KakOW-TO KOT.
LlenuTens HeXOTs BbUIe3 K3 ManaTkd. OH MpeKpacHO MOHKWMaJ, UTO Ternepb BCe
rieMss OyneT >K[aTb OT HEro WCTOJIKOBAaHUS TIOC/IaHHOTO 3HakKa. BowuHBI,
KOpOJIeBbI, CTapeMIliMHbl — BCe, y KOTO XBaTW/IO CWJI BbIOpaTbCSI U3 CBOUX
1ajaToK, WCIIyTaHHO CrPYAWINCH Y JajbHero Kpas TonsHel. Llenvresns
TIOMe/IJIAJI, TIPUCYLLMBASICh K UX B3BOJTHOBAHHOMY IepeLlelNThIBaHHUIO.

— YTo mpuHecs0 Crofa COBY? — IIMIIe KparyaTbld BOWH, M IVla3a ero
BO30Y>K/]eHHO TIOCBEPKUBA/IM B HOUHOUM TbMe. — OHU HUKOT[a He TIOJJIeTasu
TaK OJIM3KO K Jlarepto! — 3aBbLT KTO-TO U3 CTapUKOB.

— Bce koTaTa Ha MecTe? — peLIUTe/NbHO CIOPOCWI OAVWH U3 BOWHOB,
roBOpaurBasi 100acTyo rojIoBYy K CBOei cocefke.

— IMoka ga! — ryxo oTo3Basnack cepebpuctas koposeBa. CoBCceM HelaBHO
Tpoe ee KOTAT yMepyd OT CTpallHOil 0Oone3HH, U OHa BCe ellle He MOIJa
onpaBuTbCA OT ropsi. — Ho coBa mokeT BepHyThCs. HaBepHoe, OHa rouysina
Harlly cjiabocTb.

— Moxet, 3amax MepTBeuuHbl OTIyrHeT ee! IlpuxpambiBas, K
coOpaBiIMMCsi TIPUOIU3UJICS ellje OAWH T0/0caThiii BoMH. Ero mepcth Oblia
BCK/IOKOYeHa, Jiarbl IeperadykaHbl rpsa3bi0. OH TOMBKO YTO ITOXOPOHW/ 3a
JlarepeM OZIHOTO M3 yMeplluX KoToB. Morus Tpe6oBanock ropaszio 60sbliie, HO B
3Ty HOUb HEeCYACTHBIN OB y)Ke He B CUJlax MPOZ0/KaTk paboTy.

— Kak uyBcTByeT cebsi ipeiBOIUTENb? — CO CTPAXOM CIIPOCHIT OH.

— He 3Haem! — 0TO03BasiCg Kpanyarblii BOMH.

— I'ne e uenurens?! — npocroHasa KoposieBa. KoThl IOBepHY/U TOJIOBBI,
Y LieJIUTeNIb YBUJEI UX UCIyraHHble, CBETALMecs B TeMHOTe Ivia3a. UyBCTBYH,



Kak OBICTpO HapacTaeT TaHWKA, OH IIOHS/, YTO IJIeMSI HY)XKHO HeMeeHHO
YCIIOKOUTh, 3aBePUTh, UTO 3Be3/[HbIe MPeJKU He TPO3sT UM Torubenbro. [7yboko
B3/I0XHYB, OH C YCHJIMEM OITyCTU/I B3/IbIO/IEHHYIO II€PCTh U IIAarHy/ Ha TIOJISTHY.

— K uemy Ham cnyuiath 1enutesnisa?! — B3BWICS OJWH W3 CTapuKoOB. B
I7la3ax ero Tjieckascst y)kac. — Bcem u 6e3 TOro M3BeCTHO, UTO COBHHBIM KPUK
ripe/iBelllaeT CMepTh!

— Ortkyza Tebe 3To MOKeT ObITh M3BECTHO?! — pa303/U/CS MATHUCTBIN
KOT.

— BoTt umeHHO! — mogxBaTHIa KOpOJieBa, CEPAUTO KOCSICh HAa CTapyKa. —
3Be3aHOe TUIeMsl pasroBapyBaeT He ¢ ToOoH, a c¢ uemutenem! — OHa pe3ko
obepHYy/Iach K TPUO/IMKAIOIIIEMYCSI BpaueBaTe/ll0 ¥ BCTPEBOKEHO KPUKHY/IA: —
['oBopu ckopee, UTO 03Ha4yaa KPUK COBbI?! 1le/MTesib 0CTaHOBW/ICS, HEYBEPEHHO
TiepeMUHAsICh C Jiallbl Ha Jiamy, U YKIOHYMBO OTBETUII:

— OJTOM HOUBI 3Be3JHOe IIeMsi pa3roBapuBa/io CO MHOW. Bbl Buaenu
OJIMHOKYIO 3Be3]ly, CUSIBIIYIO cpeau Tyu? KoposieBa ropsiuo 3akvBaa, a B Iia3ax
KOTOB 3a@)KIVIaCh OTYasTHHAs HaJ|ex/a.

— U 4TO 3TO 3HAUWUT? — TIPOCKPUIIEJT KTO-TO M3 cTapeuinuvH. Llemutens
3aKosiebancs.

— IlpegBoauTens He ymMpeT! — BCKpUUasia KOposieBa. — Y Hero e J1eBSITh
»ku3Her! He mponio v mecTu yH € TOro AHS, KakK 3Be3[HOe TjieMs JapoBajio
eMy JIeBSTh JKU3Heu!

— OH T[pOoXuBeT CTOJBKO, CKOJIBKO OTOYIIEeHO eMy 3Be3JHbIM

rJieMeHeM, — yIlesa OT MpsIMOro OTBeTa LienuTenb. — Ho Halllv npeakyd He
3a0bIBalOT HAaC, — MPO/I0/DKAJ OH, CTapasiCb OTOTHATh BOCIIOMUHAHKUE O TEMHOM
COBUHOM Kpbl/le, MlepeyepKHYBILEM TOHKWM Jiyd CBeTa. — 3Be3/a Iojaja 3HaK
HaZleXIbI.

3 TeMHOM r1yOUHBI Jlarepst TIOC/BIIIANCS Uel-TO TOHKHM, MyUMTe/IbHbIN
ctoH. [lecTpasi kKoposieBa CTpeMUTeNHHO BCKOuWaa U Opocuiack Tyha, OTKyZa
JoHOCWICS KpuK. OcTasibHble KOThI MPOJOJ/DKA/IU, He OTPhIBasiCh, CMOTPETh Ha
1[e/TUTe/IsA, ¥ B30Pbl UX MO/ 00 yTeIlleHUH.

— A 1npo JoXXJb 3Be3jHOe MJIeMsl HUUero He rOBOPUJIO? — CIIPOCHJI KTO-TO
13 MOJIOJIbIX BOMHOB. — Bce 0e/bl 0T 370 3acyxu! Bo3MOXKHO, [JOXKb OUUCTUT
jarepb OT XBOpHU?

LlenuTens MejIeHHO MOKayas roJI0BOM.

— 3Be3[Hoe I1eMs TOBOPUIO CO MHOM He O JJOXK/e, a O HOBOM paccBeTe,
KOTOpbIM OXUJaeT Halle IuieMs. B 3Be3HOM Jiyue TMpeJKu TIOKa3ad MHe
Oymyiiee. 3HaliTe, UTO OHO OyzIeT C/1aBHBIM!

— 3HAUMT, Mbl BbLDKUBEM? — YTOUHM/IA CepebprCTast KOIIIeuKa.

— MpbI He TIPOCTO BBDKHMBEM! — 3aBepus ee LeuTenb. — Mbl OyzgeM



IpaBUTh BCeM Jiecom!

[ITertor ob6nerueHust TpoOeXxas IO ToJTe COOpaBIIMXCS, BIIEPBbIE 3a
JONTYI0 JIyHy TIOC/BIIAIOCH poOKoe MypiblKaHbe. LlesnTesis MpadyHO
OTBEpHYJICs, 00SICh, UTO ApOyKall[ie YChbI BBIAAAYT ero. Bosbliie Bcero Ha cBeTe
eMy XOTeJI0OCh, UTOOBI KOThI HaBCer/a 3a0bIIM O 3/I0BellleM COBUHOM Kpuike! OH
PEIH/T CKPBITh OT CBOETO IJIEMEHU Y>KaCHOe Tpe0CTepPesKeHre, KOTOpoe Hecsio
c coboli CcOBHMHOe KpbUIO, 3aKphIBIlee 3Be3qy. Beab OHO 03Hauaso, uTO
TPSAAYIINNA PacCBeT ZI0POro 00oWaeTcs ero rjaeMeHu. JJopoke BCEro, 4To TOTBKO
CYIIIeCTBYET I10/] 3Be3/jaMu!



I'maBa I

Terible CONMHEUHbIE Jyud CTPYWIHMCh CKBO3b KPY)KEBHOM TMOJIOT JIUCTHEB,
Opocas nsTHa cBeTa Ha criiHy OrHerpuBa. OH TIPUTHY/ICS ellje HY>Ke, TIOMHS O
TOM, UTO €ro pbDKasi IIepCTb SIPKUM TSITHOM BbIfle/isieTcd Ha ()OHe COUHOM
3eJIeHOM TpaBhbl.

Jlarika 3a j1anKoM, OH TUXOHBKO KpasiCs B 3apOC/IsAX IManopoTHHKA. ['1e-To
COBCEM DpSJIOM CH/IbHO Maxjio ronybem. OrHerpyMB MeZJjiIeHHO TIOA3 Ha 3TOT
cobsa3HuTeIbHBIN ~ 3arax, TOKa He YBUJeNT JKUPHYK TTUIlYy, UYTO-TO
COCpeI0TOUEHHO KJIIOIOIIYIO 10/, TarlOpOTHUKAMM.

OH TUXOHBKO BBIMYCTWI KOITH, UYBCTBYS, KaK [pOKaT OT HampsDKeHUs
nanel. OH Obl1 rosofieH. Ha paccBeTe OH XoAun B MaTpy/IdpoOBaHue, a
BEPHYBLLMCh, BCe YTPO OXOTW/ICS. CTOs/1 pa3rap ce30Ha 0XOThl — CamMoe BpeMs
HaryJsiTb JKUPKY, IOJb3ysCh LIeJpPOCTbI0 Jjeca. [locse TOro Kak CXJIBIHYJ
MaBO/IOK, AOXAU BbIMajaau peiKo, HO JieCc BCe PaBHO KUIles Auubi0. OrHerpvB
y)Ke OTTall|U/I B Jlarepb HeMaslo e/ibl U Teriepb UMeJI I0JIHOe TIPaBo 103ab0TUTHCS
0 cobcTBeHHOM Xenygke. OH of00pasicsi, FOTOBSICh K MPBDKKY.

B cnepyroomyro cekKyHZy BeTepOK J[OHeC [0 Hero elje OAWH 3arax.
OrHerpvB CKJIOHWI TOJIOBY U TIPUOTKPBLI pPOT. BeposiTHO, To/y0b TOXe ycresn
MOUysSTh MOCTOPOHHUI 3amax, MOCKO/JbKY OH BJAPYT Pe3KO TOJHSI TOJOBKY U
Hauas pacrnpas/isaTh Kpbulbs. [1o3gH0! OTKyza-TO U3 3apoCiieil e>XxeBUKU BblIeTer
CTpeMUTe/bHbIN KOMOK 0esioit 1epctd. OTHerpyMB He MOT CKDbITh U3yMJIeHUS
TIpU BU/Ie TOTO, KaK OXOTHUK JIOBKO YTiasl Ha OlleTieHeBIIIero roayos, MpKasl ero
riepeJHUMHU JlarlaMU K 3em/ie U MPUKOHYMIT OBICTPBIM YKYCOM B III€H0.

BocCxuTUTe/bHBIN 3amax CBe)KaTWHbI 3aillekoTan Ho3apu OrHerpuBa. OH
BBITIPSIMUAJICS U, MSITKO CTYTIasi 110 TpaBe, MPUOIN3U/ICs K 6e/TI0CHe)KHOMY KOTHUKY.

— JloOpass oxota, Benpmi! — cka3an oH. — S TOMBKO B TOC/IeqHUH
MOMEHT 3aMeTH/T TeOst!
— I'nymas mThIja coBepidia Ty >XKe OMMOKy! — XMbIKHY berbii,

CaMO/I0BOJILHO PaCIyIlIUB XBOCT.

OrHerpuB ycTano MOHYPWU/I Tiieud. besbI OblT CBIHOM €r0 CeCTpPhbl U ero
coOCTBEeHHBIM Opy»KeHoclieM. Jo/ir HacTaBHMKa 00s13biBasl OrHerprBa 00yUHTh
Masblllla HeoOXOAMMBIM OXOTHHYBMM HaBbIKaM U TPUBUTb YyBa)kKeHHE K
BOMHCKOMY 3aKOHY. besiblii Obls1 HeTrpeB30iieHHbIM OXOTHUKOM, HO He UMeJT HU
MaJsieHIero npeAcTaBAeHUs] 0 CKpOMHOCTU. B rnybuHe aymm OrHerpuB JiaBHO
1o/l03peBas, UTO CBSIlleHHble TPaAMIMK TJIeMeHHOW BEepHOCTH W BOWHCKOIO
Jl0/ITa 3HauaT Ji7is ero TieMssHHUKA He 6osiee, ueM TyCTOM 3BYK.



Benpln poauncs B xumuire JIByHOrux, HO cectpa OrHerpuBa, JAOMaILHSS
Kolieuka IIpuHIlecca, KpOIIEYHbLIM KOTEHKOM OT/ajla €ro Ha BOCIHWTaHHe B
I'po3oBoe 1uiemsi. B cBoe Bpemsi OrHerprMB Ha COOCTBEHHOU HIKype ybeaucs,
HACKO/IBKO CU/IBHO TJIEMEHHBIE KOThI TIPe3UpaloT CBOMX JIOMAIIHUX COOpaTheB.
CaM OH TOXe IIpOBeJ TEepBble MeCSLbl XXH3HH y JIBYHOTMX, U XOTs [JaBHO
TOKUHY/T OBIBIIINI JJOM, MHOTHE KOThl HA Ha CEKYHZY He IT03BOJIS/TH €My 3a0bITh
0 €ro NpOMCXMKIeHHHU. BcrioMHUB 006 3TOM, OrHErpyB pe3Ko AepHys yiaMmu. OH
IIPEKPACHO 3HaJjI, UTO €My He B ueM ce0sl YIIPeKHYTb, U U3 KOXKH JIe3 BOH, UTOObI
JI0Ka3aThb IJIEMEHHW CBOIO MPEeJIaHHOCTh, HO Besiblill BLIPOC COBCEM pyruM. Eciu
MasbIl PaCCUUTHIBAET KOIAA-HUOY[Ab 3aCAY)KUTh YBaO)KEHHE U  JApPYKOy
COIJIEMEHHUMKOB, €My MPUETCS ITepecTarhb 3auparhb HOC!

— Tebst BBIpyUn/Ia CKOPOCTh! — XOJIOHO CKa3aj OH opyxkeHocty. — Ho
ThI BCTaJI POTUB BeTpa. 51 TeOs He BUIe/I, HO yuysil TBOH 3amax. M ronyon Toxe.

Benblil TYyT >Ke OIIeTUHWICS U pe3ko Opocum: — CaM 3Haro, 4TO CTOSIT
npoTuB BeTpa! YBepsito Tebs, 3Ty 0e3Mo3miyl0 TOMyOKy S C OfWHAKOBOU
JIETKOCTBIO TIoWMan Obl u3 yoboro mosiokeHusi! MHe HET HHMKAKOro [ieyia o
TOTO, yuysi/la OHa MeHsI UK HeT!

C 3TMMM C/I0BaMUd OH BBI3bIBaoIlle TocMoTpes Ha OrHerpuBa, W TOT
TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK €ro pa3/pa’keHHe MPeBpaIllaeTCs B THEB.

— Bo-niepBbIX, 3TO He romyOKa, a ronybs! — mpoiurnen oH. — Kpowme
TOT0, HACTOSII[UI BOWH JIO/DKEH C OO/BIINM YBa)KEHHMEM OTHOCHUTBCS K /100bIUe,
KOTOpasi KOPMHUT €T0 IIeMSI.

— Hy pa! — orpeHyiacs benpiil. — YTo-TO s He 3aMeTWJI, UTOOBI
[laparnka oka3biBaysi 00JibIIIOe yBakeHHe K Oe/lke, KOTOPYHO BUepa BOJIOUW B
nareps! OH CKa3aJji, UTO OHA TIpbIraja, Kak IbsHasi, ¥ UTO 000U KOTEHOK CMOT
ObI TOMMATh TaKyI0 POXJIHO!

— [laparnka BCero Jivillb Opy’KeHocel], — HaroMHui1 OrHerpuB. — Emy,
Kak ¥ Tebe, MPeJICTOUT ellle MHOTOMY HayUHThCH.
— JlagHo, yagHOo, — npoBopuas besbin. — Ho s Bce-Taku ero mowmari,

BEPHO? — CITPOCHJI OH, YTPIOMO TKHYB JIaTllO B ro/Ty0si.

— YTto0BI CTaTh BOWHOM, HE/IOCTAaTOUHO HAyUUThCS IOBUTH ToTybei!

— Ilopgymaemms! 51 u Tak ObicTpee BecHsaHku u cuibHee llapanku! —
¢boipkHyn benbin.

— B03MOXHO, ThI OBICTPEe U CU/IbHee CBOMX TOBapHIllel, 3aTO OHU 3HAIOT,
YTO BOMH HUKOI/Ia HE OXOTUTCS C MOABETPEHHOM CTOPOHBI!

OrHerpuB mpekpacHO T[IOHMMaJ, 4YTO He [JO/DKeH BTACMBAaTbCHd B
beccMbIC/ieHHYI0 mepebpaHKy C bBesbliliom, HO YIIPSIMCTBO OpY’KeHOCIa
paszparkasio ero, Kak KoJirouka B yxe.

— Besnvka Hayka! BOT ThI-TO MOAKpPa/IbIBaJICS TI0 BCEM TpaBUjiaM, a roayos



BCe pPaBHO moiiMarn si! — 37100H0 KpUKHY/ besbiiil.

— A Hy, Tuxo!! — npounen OrsHerpus, HacTopaXkuBasiChb. OH MOAHSI
rOJIOBy Y mNpuHIOXajacsa. Jlec Kak-TO CTpaHHO IIPUTHUX, U CepAvTbie BOILIU
Benbiiiia rpOMKO pa3jiaBaiuch Mexay 6e3MONMBHBIMU JIePEBbSIMU.

— B uem pgenno? — HeroHumarolle orsigescs benbin. — A Huyero He
YyBCTBYIO!

— {1 Toxxe, — nipu3sHasicsa OrHerpus.

— Tak uero ke Tbl Bcronommicsa? Yto Tebs TpeBOXKUT?

— Korote! — pesko orBetus OrHerpus. [Ipouuio yke yeTBepTh JIyHBI C
Tex 1op, Kak CuHsisi 3Be3/la U3rHasia 13 rjieMeHU CBOero ObIBIIIEro r/iariaras, Ho
C TeX TIOp OH TOCTOSIHHO siB/siyicss OrHerpuBy BO cHe. KoroTh mbiTancs yOuTh
Cunroro 3Be3ny, Ho OrHerpuB criac npeABOAUTE/IBHULYY U OTKPbUI I[JIeMeHU
I71a3a Ha mpefarenbCTBO ramatas. C Tex nmop o Korte He 6bL10 HU CAyXy, HU
AyXy, OJHAKO Terepb, TPUCIYLIMBAsCh K BHE3allHO HACTYIMBLIEW THILHUHE,
OrhHerpvB MOUYyBCTBOBa/I Ha Cep/iLie NMPUKOCHOBEHUE JieJsHbIX KOTTed CTpaxa.
Ha cekyHmy eMy TiOKasanoch, OyATo Becb Jiec, 3araMB [IbIXaHUe,
rpuciyuvBaeTcs. .. VI cHoBa B naMaTu OrHerpyBa BCIUIBLIM TIPOILa/IbHbIE C/I0Ba
Kortsi: «bynp Haueky, OrHerpuB. M mouaile omisgbiBaricsa. [lotomy 4ro
HaCTaHeT JieHb, KOTza s 106epych /10 Tebsi, ¥ Thl CTaHeIllb MMa/1ajiblo. . .»

I'poMKoOe mMsiykaHbe besibliiia HapyLIuIo JIeCHYHO TULLIUHY.

— OtKyza TyT B3sThCs KorTio?! — HacMelMBO CIpocu oH. — CuHsis
3Be3za U3rHasa ero!
— §1 3nHato, — kuBHYn1 OrHerpuB. — Ho ogHOMy 3Be3qHOMY IlJIeMeHU

W3BEeCTHO, KyAa OH otnpaBwicsi. Kpome Toro, yxons, Korote mooberran
BEPHYThCH. ..

— $1 HM KkarenbKM He 0OOKOCH 3TOrO Tipefatesisii — TOpPAO B3[EpHY/
1o/100po/10K beJbIiiL.
— K10 6B1 coMHeBasicst! — pa3apakeHHo nporunen OrHerpuB. — Korots

3HaeT 3TOT JieC He Xyxe Jiro0oro I'po3oBoro Kota. Ec/ti Thl OKaXkellbCst y Hero Ha
MyTH, OH TTOPBET Tebs B KI0ubst!

Benplin npeHeOpeXUTeNbHO (GBIPKHY/ U JeMOHCTPATHBHO 00OIIIe/T CBOEro
romyos.

— C tex nop, kKak CuHsist 3Be3/1a cziesiana Tebsi CBOMM IVialllaTaeM, Thl CTall
yKacHbIM 3aHyzou! Ecau Thl coOMpaelnbcs 3amyraTb MeHS JeTCKUMH
CKa304YKaMH, TO He Ha TOro Harai! DTUM yTpOM y MeHs eCTh fiejia TIoBakHee.

cobupa’sicst Kak cjiefiyeT MOOXOTUTLCS s CTapelIliH, — C 3TUMU CJIOBaMU OH
IOPKHYJI B 3apPOC/IY €)KeBUKH, OCTaBUB ro/y0st Ha 3emJie.
— benbi! Celuac >xe BepHUCb! — pasrHeBaHHO KpUKHY/A OrHerpus,

OecrioMol[HO I/l Ha Le/ecTsiiyde 3apoCid TpaBbl, B KOTOPOM CKPBUICS



opy>xeHocell. TIoTOM yApy4YeHHO IOKadaj rojoBoi: — Bor Korots /10 Tebs
n00epeTcsi, MBIIIEro/IOBBIN ypak! — cepauTo mpobopmoTast oH cebe oz HOC.

CepauTo TIOMaxyBasi XBOCTOM, OH TIOAHST TOMYOsl ¥ 3a/lyMaJsicsi, CTOUT JIA
HECTH ero B Jjlarepb BMecTo besbiia. «BoMH [0/DKeH camM OTBeuaTh 3a CBOMO
J00BIUY!» — peIlnI OH, HAKOHell, ¥ OTTAIIU/I MEPTBYIO IITHUITY B 3aPOC/IU T'yCTOU
TpaBbl. BepeXHO pacrpaBuB 3e/ieHble CTeOM, OH YKPbUI JIAaKOMCTBO OT
TIOCTOPOHHUX TJia3, XOTS OueHb COMHEBAJICS B TOM, UTO YIIPSIMbIM bBestbi
TI0KeJIaeT BO3BPATUTBLCS 3a CBoel JoObiueii. «Eciu BepHeTcs B Jjiarepb 0e3
rosy0si, S He pa3pelry eMy ecTb JI0 TeX 10p, TIOKa OH ero He OTBIIIeT!» — per
nipo cebsi OTHerpuB.

CosHIIE TOAHSNIOCH BbIillle W 0e3)KaJ0CTHO TATWIO 3eMJII0, BBICACHIBasI
Blary W3 JMCTbeB. OTHErpUB HABOCTPWI YIIHW. Jlec TO-TIpeXXHeMy 37I0Belile
MOJ/TUaj, Ka3ajoCh, BCA JKUBHOCTb 3aTaWiach B YKPBITHSX, OXKUZasl, TIOKa
BeUepHsIsl TIPOXJjiaJia MPUHeCeT ¢ CO00l m30aBeHHe OT OYepeHOr0 3HOWHOTO
nHs. TuiivHa feticTBoBasia OrHerpyUBy Ha HEPBBI, M OH Hauas Y>Ke MOJJyMbIBaTh,
He 1106eXXaTh JIM Ha TIOMCKY Betbiiiia.

«Te1 mpepynpenun ero o Korte! He TBosS BWHA, UTO OH He TOKeJias
C/Iylath!» — pa3fancs y HEro B TOJIOBe 3HAaKOMBIA romoc KpyToOoka, u
OrHerpyB HEBOJBLHO CMOPIIWICS OT TOPHKOW paioCTH, KOTOPYIO HEC/I0 C coboi
BOCIIOMHMHAHWe O jydiieM apyre. OTa (pasa Obula Kak pa3 B [Ayxe ObIBIIETO
BouHa ['po3oBoro niemeHu!

Korza-To onu ¢ KpyTo60KOM BMeCTe TOTOBWIMCH CTaThb BOMHAMH, TTOTOM
cpakanuchb 00k 0 0OOK, MoKa Jitob0OBb U CMepTh He pas3nyuunu ux. OrHerpuB
CHOBa BCIIOMHWJ, Kak KpyToOOK HeC CBOMX KOTST Ha TEPPUTOPHIO PeuHbIX
KoToB. OH eIl OCTaBUTh JleTell B TUIEMEHH, K KOTOPOMY TpPUHAZIeXasa uxX
riorubiast Math... KpyToOoK BIOOWIICS B KOILIKY W3 UY>KOTO TUIEMEHH, U eC/U
661 HecuacTHast CepeOpsiHKa He yMmepJsia TIpU POXKIEHUN KOTSIT, BO3MO)KHO, OH U
ceituac 6bU1 ObI psimoM ¢ OrHerpuBoM. Ho, C/TOMJIEHHBIM CMeEpThIO JTFOOMMOM,
KpyTo06oK yiien B PeuHoe 1uieMsi, YToObI HUKOTZIAa HE Pa3/iydaThCsl CO CBOMMU
OCHUPOTEBIIUMH KOTsTaMy. OTHerpuB MOHYpU/ Tuieurd. OH TOCKOBAJI 10 IpYTY U
[0 CHUX TIOpP KaXK/bIi /IeHh MBICJIEHHO pa3roBapvBai ¢ HUM... OH TakK XOpOIIO
3Ha/1 KpyTo6oKa, uto 6e3 0co60ro Tpyzia MOr Tpe/iICTaBUTh, UTO TOT CKaXKET eMy
B OTBET.

OrHerpuB TOIIEBE/N/ yIlIaMH, OTTOHSISI HeTpOIlleHHbIe BOCTIOMUHAHUS, U
nocMotpest Briepez. ITopa 6bUI0 BO3BpalaThCsl B Jjiarepb. [Uiammmarail rjieMeHU
JO/DKEH JIMYHO CJIEIUTH 3a OTIPABKOW TATpy/iell U OXOTHUYbUX SKCITeAUIIUH.
[Tycts Benbiin cam 3abotutcs o cebe!

OH TIOBepHY/ U TIOHeCCS B CTOPOHY xosiMa. Iloz Jiamamu 3amesibKasia
WCCYIIIeHHasi 3HOeM JjiecHast 3eMyist. ITofHsABIMCh, Ha BepivHy, OrHerpuB, Kak



BCcerna, nomegua. Kaxzapld pas, BO3BpaljasiCb B Jiarepb, OH WCIBIThIBAJ
rOJIOBOKPY)KUTEJIbHOEe YYBCTBO IOPJOCTU U BOCTOpra. /1eTcTBo ero Mpouuio y
JByHOrux, HO, OAHAXK/bI [10M1aB B JieC, OH Cep/LieM TOUyBCTBOBaJl, YTO UMEHHO
3/1eCb HaXO[JUTCS ero HaCTOSALLUK IOM.

BHU3y, B TIYCTBIX 3apOC/siX €XeBWKH, IIpUTawiIcsa Jarepb I[po3oBoro
rieMeHu. CIlyCTUBIIMCH 110 KAMEHUCTOMY CKJIOHY BHU3, OTHerpuB CBepHYJ/I Ha
IPOTONTAHHYIO [JOPOXKKY, KOTOpas IIpyBesa ero K TMPOXoAy B 3apoCisxX
MarlOPOTHUKOB. JTO U ObLT BXO/, B JIarepb.

Y Bxogma B perckyro OrHerpuB 3ameTwus CuHernasky. (CBeTio-cepas
KOpO/ieBa OT/ZbIXasa, MOACTAaBHMB COJIHBILIKY CBOW OKPYIVIMBIUMMCS >XUBOT. 1o
camMmoro rnociesHero speMeny CuHersiaska »kuja B I1ajlaTKe BOWHOB, HO HeJJaBHO
riepeOpasiach B /IETCKYIO0 U Terephb CO JHS Ha [ieHb OXKUZa/la POXKAEeHUs CBOUX
TIepPBbIX KOTIT.

Cupsimias psinom ¢ Heit UepHoOypka mro60Basiacb CBOMMH  KOTSITKaMM,
KOTOpbIe KOTIOIIW/IMCh Ha 3emJse, TojHMMasi obsiauka TbLTu. [IBoe Masbiiieit
Obuid  Ha3BaHbiMU  Oparuiikamu  benbima.  Korga OrHerpuB — TNpuHec
0ecrioMoOIIIHOTO KOTeHKa B Jarepb, UepHoOypKa cOr/iacuiaach BBIKODMUTH €ro
BMecCTe cO cBouMH JeTbMu. C Tex rop besblln mogpoc v cran opy>KeHocLeM, a
Teriepb ¥ UepHOOYPKUHBI MaJIbIIIN TOTOBU/IMCH HABCET/la TIOKUHYTh JEeTCKYIO.

Co croponbl Bricokoii Ckanbl TmoOcCabImancs 6ecriokKoWHbIA — POTOT
HECKOJIbKUX ro/i0coB. OTHerpuB 00epHY/ICS B CTOPOHY CHSIIOIIEN TM0j COJTHIEM
BepILMHbI, C KOTOPOW TIpeJBOJuTe/bHUI[a O00BIYHO oObpaiiasack K CBOeMY
rieMeHd. Ceillyac B ee TeHU CIPYJW/IOCh HECKOJBKO KOTOB. OrHerpuB cpasy
y3Haa mnosocaryr mepctb YacTokosa ¥ mofpkapyro ¢urypy Betporona, a,
TIPUCMOTPEBIIUCH, 3aMeTU/T U CHEeXXHO-0enyto ronoBy bypaHa.

OcTOpOXKHO cTymast TI0 obykurarolieit 3emsie, OH MeJJIeHHO TIPUOIU3UIICS K
Bricokout Ckasie U yC/bIlliaa CBapauBbIv rosioc YacTokona:

— XoTeJ1 OblI 51 3HAaTh, KTO BO3IVIABUT CETO/IHS MOJIZIHEBHBIN MaTPy/ib?

— Korga OrHerpuB BepHeTC C OXOTbl, OH Ha3HauUT KOMaHJWpa, —
CTIOKOMHO oTBeTw1 bypaH, /ienasi BUjI, UTO He 3aMedaeT ero 37100HOTo TOHa.

— EMy yke mopa BepHYThCsi! — moykasoBasicsi Oypbiii [IbiM, pOBEeCHUK
OrHerpuBa, C KOTOPbIM OHH KOT/J]a-TO BMeCTe ObL/TM OpY>KeHOCI[aMH.

— 41 yxxe BepHyncs! — rpoMko o0bsiBus1 OrHerpuB. [IpobpaBiivch yepe3
TOJIITY, OH yceJics psfoM ¢ bypaHoM.

— Hy, pa3 yXe Tbl COU3BONUI OOBSBUTLCS, MOXET, MOBeZaelllb HaM, KTO
BO3I7IaBUT Marpyib? — OypkHyn YacTokos, HeNpus3HEeHHO pasIjisiibIBast
Oruerpusa.

Ot sroro B3rmisgga OrHerprBa BHe3armHO OpOCW/IO B >Kap, HECMOTpSI Ha
npoxjazy, uapuBiiyto mof Beicokoit Ckanoii. B cBoe Bpemsi UacTokon ObLn



caMmbiM Omm3kuM gapyrom Kortsi, u B rnyOuHe Ay OTHerpuB /10 CUX TIOD
COMHEBAJ/ICI B ero MnpejaHHOCTU, HeCMOTPS Ha TO, YyTo YacCTOKOn OTKaszascs
OTIIPaBUTBCS B U3THAHKWE BCJIE/, 38 CBOUM MOKPOBUTEIEM.

— Ilarpysnb Bo3rnaBuT oaroxsoct, — peruuna OrHerpus.

YacTtokon MejjieHHO TepeBen B3 ¢ OrHerpuBa Ha bypaHa, ycel ero
HaCMelLLIVMBO JPOTHY/IH, B JKeJIThIX I71a3ax [MPOMe/bKHYJIO npe3peHue. OrHerpus
CYZOPOKHO CIVIOTHYJI, YyBCTBYS, UTO CMOPO3WU/I KaKyHO-TO [VIYIIOCTb.

— Ho... 1o1roxBoCT 3aHUMaeTCss CO CBOMM OPY’KeHOCLleM, — CMYI€HHO
nosicHun BeTporoH. — Pa3Be Tbl 3a0bl1, UTO OHU C BwiCTpoOnarnom BepHYTCS
TOJIbKO BeuepoMm”?

CuieBIIMI psiioM C HUM [IbIM HacMellTMBO (DbIPKHYI.

OrHerpuB CyJOPOXXKHO CTHUCHY/ 3yObl. «f momkeH Obul 3HaTh!» OH
BBIpYyTasCs Mpo ceOsi v IPUHSIICS IMXOPA/[OYHO COOOpaXkaTh.

— Torga b1, BeTporos. Bo3bmu ¢ coboit Byporo u /IbiMa. — Bypomy 3a
HaMU He yrHaTbCsi, — Bo3pasui [IpiM. — OH BCe ellje CUIBHO XpOMaeT I0cjie
CXBaTKU C pa300MHUKaMHU.

— Xopotiio, xopoiio, — 3abopmoTtan OTrHerpuB, MbITasiCh CKPBITh CBOE
cMsTeHre. OH MOHUMaJ, YTO HasblBaeT MepBble TpUIIe/LIe HA YM UMeHa, HO
HUKaK He MOT CIIPaBUTHCS C BOJIHEHUEM. — BypbIil MOXKeT IMOWTH MOOXOTUTBCS C
KucToukod H... H...

— $I c pagocCThIO MOOXOUyCh BMeCTe C HUMM, — OBICTPO TIpeJJIoXKW/Ia
[Tecuanasi byps. OrHerpuB c 06/1arolapHOCTBIO TIOCMOTPEN Ha DPbDKEHBKYIO
KOLLIeUKY Y 3aKOHUWJI:

— [a, c ITecuanou Bypei!

— A urto c marpysneM-To? — rmnepebun Yactokon. — ITak U MOMeHb
TIpOIiZieT, TI0Ka MbI OyzieM TYT pa3r/iaro/ibCTBOBATh!

— Moselwub 3acTynarh nof, Hauano Betporona! — orpei3nysncst Oruerpus.

— A UTO0 C BeyepHUM MaTrpysemM? — HEBUHHO [IOUHTepecoBasach
Kucrtouka. OrHerpuB OTOpOIEN0 YCTaBU/ICS Ha OypyrO KOIIeuKy, UyBCTBYS
Tripe/iaTesIbCKYHo MyCTOTY B TOJIOBe.

W TyT pa3pancs Xpuruibld ronoc bypana. — Ecim Tel He Bo3pakaelllb, s
X0TeJ1 ObI BO3ITIaBUTh BeUepHUI TMaTpy/ib, — mpobacu 6e/10CHe>KHbIM BOUH. —
K Tomy BpemeHu Kak pa3 BepHyTcs [onroxsoct ¢ beictponanom. Kak Tbl
TioJiaraeliib, MOTY s B35ITb UX C COOOM?

— Pasymeercsi! — BockmukHyn OrHerpvB, He B CW/IaX BbIPa3uTb CBOKO
6narogapHoctb. OH 006BesT I71a3aMy COOPABIIMXCS M C PA/IOCTBIO TIOHSI, UTO OHU
TIOJIHOCTBIO YJJOB/IETBOPEHBI pellieHneM BOIpoCa.

KoTbl Hauanu pacxoAuThCsi, U BCKOpe OrHerpuB OCTasCd OJWH Ha OAWH C
bypanowm.



— Cnacubo! — ropsiuo mobsaro/japus OH, MOUTHUTENBHO CKJIOHSISI TOJIOBY
riepe/; cTapiiuM BouHOM. — C cerofHsIIIHero JHs 51 Oyay 3apaHee COCTaB/ISITh
BCe mnarpymu! — OTO 3HAUUTENbHO YMPOCTUT [e/0, — KWUBHYJI bBypaH. —
[ToiimMu, BCe TIPUBBIK/IM K TOMY, Kak [iefio Obiio moctaBieHo npu Korre. Tot
BCerja 3HaJl, 4To, KOrja ¥ KoMy CjiefiyeT [ie/arh.

OrHerpuB ypyudeHHO OTBeJI 171a3a. OT c10B bypaHa Ha Ayllie y Hero Ccrajuo
ele TsoKesiee.

— Kpome Toro, ceiuac Bce pa3sfpakeHbl KaK HUKOIZla HEBO3MYTHMMO
nipozgospkan bypaH. — IlpeznarensctBo KorTs norpsiciio Bce mjiems. ..

OrHerpuB nocMoTpes Ha 6e/10CHeXXHOTO BOMHA U TIOHSI/I, UTO TOT TbITAeTCs
noaboapuTh ero. EMy su He 3HaTh, Kak TIO/IeMCTBOBA/O MpeiaTebCTBO
riaiaras Ha KotoB ['po3oBoro rieMenu! Cam OrHerpus aBHO I10703peBal, 4To
YKaXk/ia BAacTu TosikaeT KorTsi Ha TMyTh /DKM U yOMICTBA, OHAKO OCTajbHbIE
KOTbI HUKaK He MOI/IA TIPUMHUPUTHCS C TeM, UTO OeccTpalllHbiii BOMH 0OpaTusl
CBOKO CH/TY TIPOTUB COOCTBEHHOTO TieMeHU. Myzpheie cioBa BypaHa ycrnokounu
OrnerpuBa. Ilycte eMy Bce ellle HejJoCcTaeT YBepeHHOCTH M onbiTa Korts, 3aro
OH HMKOI/Ia He TMpeJacT CBOe IjieMsl, KaK CZiesiaa 3TO BePOJIOMHbIN IVialaTau!

Herpowmkuii ronoc BypaHa 3acTaBui ero OUHyThCS OT 3a[yMUMBOCTH.

— Toiay-ka s moroBopio ¢ YepHOOypKko#, — cooO1ua Gesblii BOUH. —
Ona xoTesna 0 4eM-TO MOTOJIKOBAaTb CO MHOM.

OH nofHA/ICA U CKJIOHWI TO/10BY. [loUTUTEeBbHBIM MOK/IOH CTapllero BOMHa
Tak cMyTu1 OTHerpuBa, 4YTo OH e/iBa CyMeJl HeJIOBKO KUBHYTh B OTBET.

[TpoBoykast B3migA0M yhasstoLlerocsi bypana, OrHerpus nouyBCTBOBaJI, Kak
y Hero ypumT B >KUBOTE OT TOJI0fla, MU C TOCKOM BCTIOMHUWJI >KUDHOTO TO/yOsi,
noriMaHHoro benbiiom. B cnepyroiyro cekyHay oH 3aMmeTus BecHsHKy. benasi ¢
PBDKMMM TOANA/IMHAMK  KOLLIeYKa CIIOKOWHO YMbIBajiaCh BO3J/le TlajaTKU
opyeHoclieB. «/IHTepecHO, TIpUHeC/Ia Jii OHa U3 jieca Kakou-HUOyIb AUUM Jjis
cTapeMMH?» — mnofgyman OrHerpuB, Harpas/ssiCb K Ma/leHbKOU yYeHULe.
Korga oH mogomiesn K MHIO CTaporo JepeBa, BecHsiHKa CoCpefj0TOYEHHO
BbI/IM3bIBAa/la CBOM XBOCTHK. YBHUZEB [ViallaTasi, OHa [IOAHS/AA TOJOBY U
T103/10pOBasiach:

— Hobpoe yTpo, OrHerpus!

— ThI y>Ke 00X0TH/1ach? — CIIPOCUII OH.

— Jla! — pazmoctHO Gnects rnasamu, oTBeTuna BecHsinka. — CerofHs
BypaH BriepBble 1T03BOIM/I MHE OXOTUTBCS B OJUHOUKY!

— MHoro novimana? BecHsiHKa CMyILL[eHHO yCTaBW/IaCh Ha CBOU JIAIIKU.

— JIByX BOpPOObEB ... OesiouKy!

— OtnnuHo! — mypabikHyn OrHerpuB. — [lymato, BypaH 6bi1 10BOEH?
BecHsIHKa CKpOMHO MOKHMBAaJIa.



— Thl cpa3y oTHec/1a JOObIUY CTaperIIMHaM?

— [Ha, — oTBeTusa Kollleuka ¥ 00eCrIOKOeHO MOCMOTpe/Ia Ha Iyialiaras. —
A nmoctynuia HenpaBU/IbHO?

— Tbl Bce caenana BenukosiermHo! — 3aBepun OrHerpuB, a mpo ce0s
ToJiyMasna, uTo Bpsii JId CMOXKET CKa3aTb TO JXKe camMoe COOCTBEHHOMY
opykeHocity. Ckopeii ObI OH BEPHYJICS, Be/lb CTapeUIITUHbI BPSiZ JIM HACBITATCS
nByMsi BopoOyiiikamu u Oenkoii! [lomymaB o crapukax, OTrHErpuB pemv
HeMe/[J/IeHHO HaBeCTUTb UX U y3HaTb, KAK OHU TEePEeHOCAT U3HYPSIOLIYIO Xapy.
[Tpubnuxkasich K TOBajieHHOMY AyOy, IO/ BeTBSMH KOTOPOTO pacriojaraaach
rajiaTka crapeiiiH, OTHerpyUB HeBOJILHO YC/IbIIIAM OOPLIBOK pa3roBopa.

— Ckopo mnosiBaTcs Ha cBer (CuHerna3sKuHbl KoTdaTal — roBOpuia
['opHOCTaliKa, cTapefiliasi KOposeBa B IeTCKON. Y Hee ObLT BCETO OJMH KOTEHOK,
Jla ¥ TOT, TI0CJie TilepeHeCeHHOro besoro Kaiiuis, poC C/IMIIKOM C/1abbIM U XUJIbIM
[I/11 CBOEro BO3pacTa.

OrHerpus nogymas, 4To, KOTrJa MaJsibllll HAKOHEL-TO CTaHeT OPY)KeHOCLIeM,
['opHOCTaliKa HaBcer/a riepeGepeTcsi U3 AeTCKOM B IMajiaTKy CTapewIivH.

— Y0 X, KOTSATKH, 3TO BCerja K o6py! — 3aypuasna crapas Kpusymns 310
J00pBIi 3HAK.

— OpgHoMy 3Be3fHOMY IUIeMeHM U3BeCTHO, UYTO HaM /JiejlaTb C 3TakKuM
3HAKOM! — MpayJHO MPOBOpYas CBap/uBbIU be3yx.

— Tbl Bce elle 0eCrOKOMILIBLCS TIO TMOBOJY HapyllleHWs puTyana? —
paszasncsi ckpuryuuid rosioc Jlockyta, 1 OTHerpuB KUBO Tpe/icTaBuI cebe, Kak
yepHO-0e/iblii CTapUK HeJJOBOIbHO TIOBO/IUT yillaMU B CTOPOHY be3yxa.

— O ueMm 3TO BbI TOJIKyeTe? — BCIOJIOLINUIaCh KpUBysis.

— O ToMm, UTO HOBBIY IVIaliaTail ObLT Ha3BaH He 1O 0ObIYa0! — TPOMKO
oto3Basicad JIockyT. — bl JKe 3Haelllb, YeTBepTb JIyHbI Hasaj, Korga Kororb
TIOKUHYJI Hallle [/IeM¢l. ..

— $1 Bce momHio! [, csaBa 3Be3fHOMY IUIeMeHH, Tyra Ha yXO, a He Ha

rosioBy! — 3aBopuana Kpusynsg. Bce TNpUTHUX/IHA, TTOCKOJBKY, HECMOTPS Ha
CypOBBIM HpaB, C(CTapyXa CJlaBujacb MYADPOCTbIO, W TIiIeMs BcCerzaa
TpUC/IYIIMBA/IOCh K ee coBeTtaM: — He agymaro, yto 3Be3gHoe muieMsi HakaXkeT

Hac 3a Hebosblioe HapyuleHuve oObruasi. [la, CuHsis 3Be3ja He cMoria [0
BOCXOZla JyHbl Ha3BaTb WMsI HOBOrO TIJaiiatas. Tak Begb Ha TO Oblla
yBakuTe/bHas ipuurHa! Takue y>k HeoObIUHbIe OB 00CTOSITE/ILCTBA.

— Tem xyxe 1151 Bcex Hac! — B3opBasiach PsibUHKa, 1 B rosioce ee 3Byyasa
Takasi TpeBora, uTo OrHerpuB 3acTbil, O0SICh TIOIIEBEMUTHCSA. — UTO MOAyMaroT
TpeJKA O T[UJIeMeHW, KOTOpoe TmpeZas COOCTBeHHbIM TJalllaTaif, a HOBbIN
3aMeCTUTeNb TIpe/IBOAUTE/bHULIBI ObIT Ha3BaH IOC/Ie BOCXOAa /yHbI?! 3Be3qHoe
TIeMsl PeIlUT, YTO Mbl He TOJbKO He CIOCOOHBI BOCTIMTHIBATH Tpe/laHHBIX



BOMHOB, HO /la)kKe pUTyasl pa3yuniCh yBaXkarb!

Ot 3Tux cyioB y OrHerprBa Mypaiiiku rnobexxasnu no crvHe. [IpesaTenbcTBO
Korts ciomunio CuHIOH 3Be3fly, 1 OHa He Hallia B ce0e CU/IbI B TOUHOCTH
C/1efi0BaTh pUTyasly Ha3HaueHUs1 HOBOIO I/ialiaTas. BCro HOub I1eMs 0CTaBanoCh
Ge3 rnaiiatasi, ¥ JKIIb Ha cieAyroimil qeHb CuHsst 3Be3ja Ha3Baia OrHerpra
ripeeMHUKOM Korts. OH IipeKpacHO 3Haj, YTO MHOTWe KOThbI YBU[Ee/Nd B 3TOM
[lypHOe TIpe/j3HaMeHOBaHue.

— YTO 1 TOBOPUTh, CKOJILKO JKUBY, @ He TIPUTIOMHIO, UTOOBI KOT/la-HUOYIb
TaK Hapyllaqu 3akoH! — mpauHo obpoHun Besyx. — He xouy kapkaTtb, HO
CA,aeTCst MHe, XAYT HaC yepHble [eHeuky Ipy TaKOM-TO Ivialiarae!

JIOCKyT /Ml TOPeCTHO B3[J0XHY/, BUAUMO, COIVIALIAsCh C BOPUYYHOM.
OrHerpuB 3amep C KOJIOTALIUMCS CepALeM, oxujas, uro Mmyzapas Kpusyns
pacceeT CTpaxy U OraceHus cTapykoB. OfHAKO BIIepBble CTapyxa IIpOMOJIvala,
1 OrHerpriBa 6pOCUIIO B IPOXKb, HECMOTPSI Ha UCTIETIeISIFOIIYO Kapy.

OH moBepHyJ/icsi U 110Opes TIPOUb OT TaJjiaTKW, He B CUIaX MOCMOTPETh B
I7la3a CTapykaM T0Cjie BCero, UTo TOJMLKO 4TO ycnbiman. OH Gexxan u Gexar,
TI0Ka JIallbl CaMy He MPUHEC/M ero K JeTCKor. OH He cpa3y MOHSI, [ie OKa3aJcs,
Y OCTAaHOBWJICS JIULIb TOT/A, KOTZa KPOLIeYHbI KOTEHOK BBIKATWIICS U3 [1eTCKOU
Y 3aCThUI IPSIMO T1epej; HUM.

OrHerpus OIyCTWI/I IV1a3a, U B Ty e CeKyHAY B yxkace OTIpsiHy/a. KoTeHOK
GeccMBbIC/IEHHO Tapallu Ha T/ialiiartas CBOU KPYI/ibie >KelThble T/la3eHKH, HO TIpU
Bule 3Tux a3 OrHerpuBa 00/1a/l0 TaKUM CTPaXxOM U SIPOCTBIO, UTO Yy HEro
MIHOBEHHO KPOBb 3aCThl/Ia B )KU/aX.

OH mpeKpacHO 3HaJsl, UTO 3TO 3a KOTeHOK. Hu y koro Ha cBeTe Gosbliie He
MOT/I0 OBITH TaKOMW IIMPOKOW 7100acTOM TOMOBbI, TAaKOW TMOA0CATOU IIEPCTKU U
ropslIUX SHTapHbIX m1a3. [lepes HUM crgen cbiH Korts.



['maBa 11

B cneaytolyto ceKyHAy B I/TyOrHe ZeTCKOM ITpoMe/TbKHY/Ia CBeT/I0-TiaeBast
CTIMHKA, ¥ Ha TIOpOoTe TI0Ka3asach 3/aTollleKa C KpardyaTbiM KOTeHKOM B 3ybax.
KoposieBa 6Gepe)kHO TOMIOKW/IA MaJsiblllla PsIOM C TI0JIOCAaThbIM OpaTHINKON U
BbI3bIBatoIlle ToOcMoTpesna Ha OrHerpuBa. OH TIOHSJ, YTO OT Marepyd He
YVKpPbLIJIaCh €r0 peakifysi, TTOCKO/bKY 3/1aTollleliKa KpPerko oOBHa CBOMX JETOK
XBOCTOM Y HaZIMEHHO B37lepHYyJia TI0[j00PO/IOK.

OrHerpuB TIOUYBCTBOBa/i ceOs BUMHOBAaThIM. UTO OH B camMoM Jene cebe
no3BoJisieT?! Benvkoe 3Be3iHOe 1ieMs, Be/ib OH Tereph riaiiarail! OH Jo/keH
YCIIOKOUTH 3/1aTOIIeNKY, YBEPUTh ee B TOM, UTO ee /IeTU OyZlyT Mo/b30BaThCsl TOU
ke I0O0BbIO M 3a00TOM, UTO 1 OCTa/IbHbBIE KOTATa [ pO30BOrO IIEMEeHH.

— TBoli... TBOM KOTATKY MPOCTO KpacaBlibl! — BbIJJaBU/ OH, UYBCTBYs, KaK
110/l HEMUTalOI[MM B3IVISI/IOM T10/I0CAaTOr0 MaJiblilla Y Hero IeBeuTCs 111epCTh Ha
crivHe. Benvkoe 3Be3fiHOe mieMsl, /1a Be/ib OH CMOTPHUT cOBCeM, Kak Korots!

Kortu ero camu co0oi BbUIE3NM W3 MOAYyIIeUeK Ha jarnax d A0 Oomu
BIIWINWCH B TBepAyt0 3em/t0. OTpOMHBIM ycuiveM Boiu OTHerpuB MOIbITA/CS
T0/IJaBUTh TIOJHUMAIOIIYIOCS W3 TyOMHBI AYIIHM BOJHY CTpaxa W OeIlleHCTBa.
«[Ipemarenem Ob11 Korots! — permTesibHO cKa3an oH cebe. — Ero KpoiieuHbiii
CbIH TYT HU TIpH Yem!»

— CerofiHs OHU BIIepBble BBIILIA Ha BO3AYX W3 [JIETCKOM, — COO0OII1/Ia
3narorieika.

— OHuU oueHb OBICTPO pacTyT, — rpobopmoTan OTHErpuB.

KoponeBa CK/IOHW/a TOJIOBY, JIM3HY/a KaXKJ0r0 Masblllla B TeMsl U Cieaja
HEeCKOJTbKO 111aroB T10 HarpaB/IeHUIo K Taiiaraio. OCTaHOBUBIIMCH MeXy HUM U
KOTSITaMH, OHA OIyCTW/Ia I/la3a U HerPOMKO CKas3aJia:

— $1 moHuMaro, UTO Thl UYBCTBYelllb. B TBOMX I/1a3ax BCerja OTpakaeTcst
TBOe cepue, OrHerpuB... Ho 3To Mou zetu, u, eciiv notpebyercs, s Oyay A0

Toc/ieZIHero B3foxa 3aiuiiarte ux. — OHa TMOoJHsIAa To/oBy U B miyOuHe ee
JKeNThIX I71a3 OrHerpyB Mpoues HeMPeK/JIOHHYH0 PelTuMOCTb.
— 41 6orock 3a HuX, OrHerpuB, — TMpOJO/DKaAa KoposneBa. — I[lnems

HUKorJa He TipocTuT KorTsi u He [0/DKHO Tipoiiath ero! Ho Mou fieTKu HUKOMY
He MPUYUHWUIIM 371a U He [JOJDKHbI 0TBeYaTh 3a MPeCTyT/IeHUs1 CBOero OTiia.

$1 HUKOTZIa He pacCKaXKy AeTsM, KTo Obu1 ux oTiioM. CKaXKy TOBKO, UTO OH
ObUT XpabpbIM ¥ MOTYYHUM BOMHOM.

Y OrHerpuBa cep/iLie C’KaaoCh OT »KaJ0CTH K Hell.

— TBou pgetn 6yayt B 6Oe3omacHoctu! — moobeman oH. Ho croumsno



3/aTolIerike OTBEPHYTbCS, KaK SHTapHble [Jla3a I10/I0CaTOr0 KOTEHKa BHOBb
3aCTaBUJ/IM €r0 COLPOTHYThCS.

3 1eTCcKoW HeTOPOIUIMBO Bblie3 bypaH.

— UYepHoOypka TOBOpPUT, 4YTO [IBOE ee MaJiblilieli TOTOBbI CTaTh
opy’keHOCllaMu, — COOOIIU/I OH, HaMpaB/IsisiCh K IVIalllaTato.

— A Cunsg 3Be3a yxke 3HaeT? — cripocusi OrHerpus.

— UYepHoOypKa xoTesia cama COOOIIUTh eil, HO TIPeJBOAUTE/TbHULIA BOT YrKe
HECKO/IbKO [IHell He TI0Ka3blBaeTCs B [IeTCKOM, — [IOKayajl TOJIOBOU
OeToCHEe)KHBIN BOUWH.

OrHerpuvB mnompadHen. ITo Oblla TI0-HACTOSIIIIEMY Ti7loXas HOBOCTb.
Ckosbko oH cebst momaWI, CuHSS 3Be3/a BCer/ja TPOsIB/Isiia )KUBEUIINIA UHTepeC
KO BCeMY, UTO TIPOMCXOAUT B TUIEMEHH, a YK TeM Oosiee K TOMY, Kak 00OCTOSIT
Jiesia B fieTckoil. JIro00oM KOT, He TOBOpsI y>Ke O Tpe/iBOUTe/bHULIE, TIOHUMAeT,
YTO O3HayaeT /i [JIeMeHU CU/IbHOe M 3[J0POBOe ITOTOMCTBO!

— [ymaro, 3TO He [0/DKHO HaC YAUBIIATH, — Mpozo/Kaa bypaH. — CuHsAs
3Be3/ia BCe ellle He OTpaBH/ach OT paH, KOTOphIe MOIy4YnIa B OMTBe C IIalKoi
pa300MHUKOB. ..

OrHerpuB npeKpacHO MOHSI/I, KaKoro pa30oiiHrKa OH uMeeT B BUAy. KoroThb
TSDKEJI0 paHW/I TIpeIBOAUTE/IbHULLY, U JIULIb BMellaTeibcTBO OTrHerprBa Cracio
CuHroro 3Be3fly OT CMepTH B KOI'TSIX BepOJIOMHOIO T/lallaTas.

— Torza s nokigy coobiily e, — TpeIJIOKU OH.

— Koneuno! Bo3moyxHo, m00past BeCTb MOAHUMET el HacTpoeHWe! —
B3/10xHY/1 BypaH, 1 OrHerpuB TOHsLT, UTO MOT'Y4Yero BOMHA UCKpeHHe OeCrioKouT
cocrosinvie CrHeur 3Be3bl.

— Hy koHeuHO! — BOCK/IMKHY/T OH. — [laBHO yxe y ['po30BOro rieMeHu
He ObUIO TaK MHOTO OpY>XeHOCI[eB!
— OTO BepHO, — KuBHYJI bypaH, u 11a3a ero npocsetnenu. — Kcrary, a

rae Besbiii? {1 mosaras, OH OXOTUTCS A1Jist CTapetInH?
OrHerpvB CMyIlIeHHO OTBeJI T/1a3a.
— [a... B 0b1em-T1o... {1 u cam He BO3bMY B TOJIK, TIOUEMY €0 TaK JI0r0

HeT.
BypaH MO/HS/T CBOIO TSDKEJTYHO JIaly Y 3aZlyMUYMBO JIM3HY ee.
— B necy ceiiuac crano HeGe30macHO, He TO, UTO paHblile, — CKa3aj OH,
C/IOBHO TIpouMTaB Mbicid OrHerpuBa. — He 3a0biBaii, uto 1iemsi Betpa u

niemsi TeHeld [0 CUX MOpP He MPOCTWIM HaM TOrO, YTO Mbl [laju MPUIOT
XBocTosI0MYy, — OYPKHY/ OH, U I71a3a ero CepAuTo cBepkHyau. — OHU MOoKa He
3HAalOT O CMEePTU 3TOr0 Mep3aBlja, TaK YTO MOTYT TMPEJTPUHSThL ellje OAHY
MOMNBITKY HaracTh Ha Halll jlarepsb!

XBOCTOMIOMOM 3Bajiu ObIBIIIEro TIpeABOAUTeI s TyieMeHu TeHeil. B roroxe 3a



HOBBIMH ¥ HOBLIMM 3eMJISIMU OH e[lBa He YHUUTOXXW/I COOCTBeHHOe riemsi. B
cBoe Bpemsi ['po3oBoe rieMs MOMOIVIO BOMHaM TeHel M3rHaTb >XeCTOKOIO
TIpeIBOJIUTE/Isl, HO KorjJja XBOCTO/IOM Ocaben u ocjier, Te ke ['po30Bble KOTHI
pelInIu TIpeJocTaBUTh eMy ybexuile. OHAaKO OCTasibHbIe JieCHbIe T/ieMeHa
MOCUUTAIA UX MWIOCEepAue TpeaTeibCTBOM U 00bsiBUMM BOMHY ['po3oBoMy
TJIEMEHU.

OrnHerpuB moHuMaJs, 4to bypaH mbITaeTcsl [je/IMKAaTHO IIpefoCTepeub ero.
HecmoTpst Ha TO UTO BOWH Ja)ke He YIOMSHY/ O BO3MOXXHOCTH BO3BpalLleHUsI
BEPOJIOMHOTO TJlalliaTasi, pUurMHa ero OecriokoiicTBa Oblia sicHa. OrHeTpuB U
caM YyBCTBOBa/l CBOK) BMHY 3a TO, uTO OTmycTua benbiia B jiec ofHOrO,
T1I03TOMY HEBOJIBHO Pa303/IUJICH.

— Ho 161 Begpb 1103BO/IM BeCHsIHKe BCe YTPO OXOTUTLCS B OJMHOYeCTBe! —
BBITIAJIA/I OH U TYT Ke M0yKasiea O CBOMX CJIOBaXx.

— [lo3Bonmui. Ho 51 paspeiuun eli OXOTUTHCSI TOJIBKO B OBpare U TOJIBKO /10
rionyzHs. B nosijeHs s Besiesl el BepHYThCSA B Jlarepb, UTO OHA U CJeJiaia.

T'onoc BypaHa 3Byyas CIIOKOMHO, HO OH MepecTasl YMbIBaTbCsl U YAWBJIEHHO
riocMotpen Ha OrHerpuea.

— Hapetoch, y Besnbliiiia XBaTuT yMa He y6erars /iajieko OT jiarepsi.

OrHerpuB oOrJisijiesicsi U TpoOopMOTat:

— 4 toxe... Uto x, moigy coobmy CunHeli 3Be3me o UepHOOYPKHHBIX
KOTATaXx.

— Xopotiasi MbiClb, — TMo0XBaauwa bypaH. BugHo Ob0, uTO OH paj
BO3MO>XHOCTH 3aKOHUMTb Pa3roBOpP O CBOEHPaBHOM OpyxkeHocLie OrHerpvBa. —
A wmbl ¢ BecHsHKOM ToMileM TpeHUpPOBaTbCd. OHa HEIIOX0 OXOTUTCS, HO ei
HY>KHO 11060yibIiie paboTaTh Hafl 00eBbIMU HaBbIKAMM.

[MpoknuHasi mpo cebsi HemocsymHOTO benbia, OrHerpuB mobpen K
Bricokout Ckasne. OCTaHOBUBLLIWCH Y TajIaTKX MPeJBOAUTE/IbHULIBL, OH YCU/IHEM
BOJIM OTOTHAJT MbIC/IA 00 opy»KeHoclle, ObICTPO MPUBe B MOPSIOK YIIKU U TUXO
MSIyKHY/I, coo0lillasi 0 CBoeM mpuxojie. Bxos B mManaTtky 3akpbiBaj TOJOT U3
nuiaitHUKoB. OrHerpuB He ObLT BHYTPU C TOTO CTPAIITHOTO [HS, KOT/a Iaiika
Opogsr arakoBasia jarepb, a OH B 3TOM camMol ManaTke cpaxascs ¢ Korrtew,
cnacasi xu3Hb CuHelt 3Be3fpl. Jlo cux Mop BOCMOMHHaHHE 00 3TOM Y)KaCHOM
[IHe 3aCTaBJIs/I0 er0 COAPOraThCs.

— Bxopu! — Tuxo mpoienectesio U3 rayouHbl, 1 OTHETPUB MeJJIeHHO
BOLLIE/T BHYTDb.

B MasieHbKOM Telepke, KOTOPYI KOIZla-TO TIPOMbLA B Toslle Bricokou
Ckasbl /IpeBHUM TIOTOK, ObIIO MpOX/JafHO U cympadHo. COJIHEeUHbIN CBeT,
MpOCaUMBAIOLLMKCS CKBO3b TMOJIOT, MATCKO 03apsyl cTeHbl. CuHsAg 3Be3[a,
CropOMBIIMChH, KaK yTKa Ha THe3e, CHjesa Ha cBoel mojcTuiike. Ee mnvHHas



cepasi 11epCTh BbIIVIsZe/a IPSA3HON U CBassBLIeMcss. HaBepHoe, KpoBoTOYalLye
paHbl He MO3BOJISIIOT €W KakK CJeflyeT BbLIM3aThbCsl, pelinys OrHerpuB, OTTOHSIS
nypHble mipefauyBcTBUsi. OH Oosuics gake nymatb o ToMm, uto CuHss 3Be3ja
HaCTOJIbKO TOTepsijia UHTepeC K >KU3HU, UTO MepecTasa Cae/JuTh 3a COOOM.

OH CcHOBa BCIIOMHWU/I BCTpeBOXKeHHbIM B3msih bypana. Heyxkenu
OenocHeXXHbI BOMH TioZi03peBaeT camoe Xxyaiiee? Terepb OrHerpuB U cam
BUJeJ, Kak ucxysana Cunsg 3Be3na 3a nociefHuve OHA. OH BCIIOMHWII, 4TO
HaKaHyHe OHa e/lBa TIPUKOCHY/ACh K Y>KUHY W OBICTPO YIIUIa B CBOKO TajiaTKy,
XOTs B ObLTble JHU HeTIPeMeHHO ocTasjach Obl Ha TosisiHe, UTOOkI 1060TaTh CO
CTaplIMMU BOMHAMH.

[TpeaBoauTebHUIA MOAHSIA To/0BY, U OrHerpuB c obserueHveM yBupjen,
Kak B ee TOTYXIIIUX I71a3aX MPOMeJIbKHYJ C/1a0biii UHTepec.

— 3apaBcTByH, OrHerpuB, — MOINPHBETCTBOBA/A iatartasd CruHss 3Be3za,
cajsacb B CBoeM rHe3jbllike. OHa TMOAHS/IA TOJIOBYy C TeM e CIIOKOWHBIM
Be/IMUMeM, KOTOpOe KOIZa-TO [IaBHbIM-JaBHO BOCXUTWIO  MaJjIeHbKOIO
OrHerpuviBa, BCTpPeTHUBLLIEr0 MpeJBOAUTENBHULY BO3je foMa [IByHorux. CuHsAs
3Be3/a npuryiacuia OraerpuBa BCTYNUTh B ['po30Boe 11eMs, OHa BCerja Bepusia
B Hero, U ee JioBepue JierJi0 B OCHOBY 0CO0OI MpUBSI3aHHOCTH, BO3HUKILIEH
M€Ky MOJIOZBIM BOMHOM U €r0 TpeBOAUTe/TbHULIEN.

— Cunssa 3Be3fa, — Havan OrHerpuB, MOYTUTENBHO CKJIOHSI TOJIOBY, —
Bypan cerofiHsi 6611 B fieTckoii, 1 UepHOOypKa CKa3asia eMy, uTo ee JIeTU TOTOBbI
CTaTh OPY>KeHOCL|aMHU.

['naza CrHelt 3Be3/jbl Me/IJIEeHHO TIPUOTKPBLINCh.

— Yxe? — mipoypuasia oHa. OrHerpyvB NOUYTHUTE/IBHO K/1a/l PaCllOPsUKeHUM
0 TIpe/ICTOosILeN LiepeMOHUU TTOCBALLeHUs, HO CuHssA 3Be3/a Npojo/pKala MotJya
CMOTpEeTb Ha Hero.

— Ho... Koro 6bI Thl X0Tesla BbIOpaTh UM B HACTABHUKU? — HEYBEPEHHO
CIIPOCHIJI OH.

— B HacraBHuku? — 3x0oM noBtopuiaa Cunsigs 3Be3ga. OT crpaxa y
OrnerpuBa 3azpoxanu Jianbl. C MOpejBOAUTENBbHULIEM TBOPWIOCH YTO-TO
HejaaHoe!

B cseayroniyro CeKyHAy B CHUHMX [VIa3axX MpPeJBOAUTENbHULbI 3a)Kercs
KaKOW-TO HEMCTOBBIM OJieckK.

— Pa3Be B 3TOM TIEMEHU eCTh XOTb OJUH KOT, KOTODOMY MbI MOTJIA OBbI
JI0OBepUTh BOCIUTAaHKEe HEBUHHBIX KOTAT?! — 3/7100HO mpoinuriesa oHa. OrHerpus

OTILLIATHYJICS, VICITyTaHHBIU 3TOU BHe3arHou BCITBILIKOM. I'nasza
TIpeIBOJUTEe/IbHULIbI CHOBA CBEPKHY/IU.
— MoxeT, Tbl BO3bMelllb UX? — BHe3arHO CIpocWia OHa. — Wu

KpyTob60K?



OrHerpuB 3aTpsiC TOJIOBOM, MbITasCh YHATh HapacTaroLlyto MaHuKy. CTpax,
C/IOBHO Ta/it0Ka, y»Kauj ero B caMmoe cepzue. Heyxenu npefsoauTebHULIA He
noMHUT, uTo KpyTo60K HaBcer/ia MOKWHY/ CBOe TieMs?!

— 4... Y MmeHs yxke ecTb opykeHocell — besbiiil. A KpyTo6ok... — rosoc
ero 3a/ipoXkajsi U copBajicsa. KopoTko B3/[0XHYB, OH cOOpasncsi C CAlaMU U
npoJo/Kul: — CuHsA 3Be3/a, UTO Thl TOBOPULLL? EMHCTBEHHBIN; KOMY MbI He
Mor/i Obl JOBEpUTh 3THUX KOTAT, 3T0 KOroTh, HO OH OTIpaB/ieH B u3rHaHue. Thbl
cama usrHasa ero. Bce ocranbHble BoMHBI [ ]p030BOr0 MjieMeHH [JOCTOMHBI CTaTh
XOPOIIIMMU HacTaBHUKaMU [ijisi UepHOOYPKUHBIX Maiibliiieii! — OH MpUCTanbHO
cmotpenn B Jiino CurHed 3Be3fbl, MbITasCh TOHATh ee peaklui, HO ee
HeBUZSAIIMK B30p ObLT ycTpemsieH B Tol. — YepHoOypka XodeT, 4TOObI
LlepeMOHMsI MOCBSALLeHHs TIPOLLla KaK MOXXHO CKOpee, — HAaCTOMYMBO CKaszasl
oH. — Ee ManbIliM faBHO TOTOBBI, Be[jb WX Ha3BaHbIKi Oparel] Besnbii cran
OpY’KeHOCLIeM yiKe T10J1 JIyHbl TOMY Ha3az/!

OH nopasncs Briepef, okuzas orsera. IIpoluio HemMasno BpeMeHH, Mpexzje
yeM IpeBOoUTe/IbHMLIA KOPOTKO KUBHY/IA U TIO/HA/IA [V1a3a Ha CBOEro Iviallarasi.
OrHerpuB c obieryeHvieM TepeBei [IyX, 3aMeTUB, UTO OHA CJlerka paccjiabusnack.
B3risif ee ocTaBasics TyCTBIM U XOJIO[HBIM, HO B HEM Y)Ke He ObIJIO IMyTaroliero
HEeMCTOBOro Osiecka.

— IlpoBesem 1iepeMOHMIO Tiepes; Y)KMHOM, — CIIOKOMHO cKa3ana CuHsAs
3Be3/a, Kak OyATO peub I11a 0 JaBHO pellieHHOM BOTpoce.

— Ho koro TbI BeiOpasia B HACTaBHUKU? — OCTOPOXKHO CTIPOCKUI OH. [IpOXKb
npobekasa y Hero 1o XBOCTY, Koria oH yBujen, uro CuHsii 3Be3fa CHOBa
Harpsraach, 1 1a3a ee ¢ 6eCriokolicTBOM 3aberasu Mo CTeHaM Tiellephl.

— Cawm pemmib, — eJie C/IBIIIHO OTBeTU/Ia OHa HAaKOHeLl.

OrHerpuB TO0OsJICST TiepecTpallivBaTh. bBBICTPO TMOK/IOHUBILIKCH, OH
MSAYKHYJIL:

— Xopouuo, CrHsig 3Be37a!l — 1 BbICKOUWUII U3 MajlaTKU.

BriOpaBIIMCh Hapy)Ky, OH HEeHaJ[0Jr0 mpucen B TeHU Bricokoi Ckasnbl U
TomnbITasics cobparbesi C€  MbIcasMuU. OH  HUKOTAQ He BUJleT  CBOHO
TIpeIBOUTE/LHULYY B TakOM B030y>kJeHUM. Hukorza elle oHa He TIPOSiB/isiia
OTKDBITOTO HelOBepUsi K COOCTBEHHBIM BOMHaMm. JTO Oblia yXe He Ta
IpocC/iaB/ieHHasl IpejBOAUTe/IbHULIA, KOTOpasi Korja-To npusesia OrHerpvBa B
['po3oBoe 1ieMsi ¥ MyApO PYKOBOJW/IA €ro TMOATOTOBKOM, TMOKa OH ObLn
opyxeHocrieM. IlpeasarensctBo Korts mMoTpsc/io ee ropasfo CU/ibHee, 4eM
MOKHO ObUIO TIoAyMaTb. OTHErpUB CKJIOHW/I TOJIOBY U JIM3HYN cebsi B TPYy/b,
TbITAsACh YCIIOKOMUTHCA. B KOHLle KOHLIOB, IIPOILUIO BCErO0 YeTBepPThb JIyHbI C TOI'O
3nornonyuHoro pAHs. Cunsisi 3Be3ga Ckopo mipujeT B cebsi! A go mopel, [0
BPeMeHHU HY)>KHO CKPbITh ee COCTOsIHUe OT IyieMeHU. bypaH npaBuibHO CKasail —



BCe U TakK uepecuyp BO30y>K/eHbl, TaK UTO He CTOUT elrle 0oJsibille Oy0paXkKuTh
TI/IEeMSL.

OrxerpuvB pacrnpaBu/l [JIeYd ¥ YBePEHHO HalpaBUJ/ICS K IeTCKOU.

— TIlpuBetr, CuHernia3ka! — TO3[0pOBaJICd OH, TPUOIU3UBIINUCE K
KOpoJieBe, KOTOpasi jieykasia Ha OOKy BO37ie eXeBUUHBIX 3apOC/eill U HeXXWaach
IO/} /Ty4aMH COJTHBILLIKA.

CuHernia3ka mofiHsizia To0By. — 3apaBCcTBYU, OrHerpuB! Kak mnpoTekaeT
)KU3Hb Halllero HOBOTO T[Jiaiiaras? — [JpY)KeqrbHO cripocwia OHa, C
MOOOIBITCTBOM OIJISI/IbIBAsI €rO.

— Bce ommnuHo! — 3aBepun1 OTHerpus.

«Bepnee, 6bu10 Ob1 OT/IMUHO, ecu Obl y MeHs He Oosesia rosoBa M3-3a
vcue3HoBeHus1 bernbilia, ecnu Obl CTapeMIlIMHBI He CYJauWid O TIPOKJISITUU
3Be31HOTO0 TIJIeMeHW, a TIpeJBoJuTe/bHUI[a Obila Obl B COCTOSTHUM
CaMOCTOSITeJTbHO BbIOpaTh HACTaBHUKOB MaJibiliam!»

— Pajia cnbiiath, — 3aMypriblKaia KOposieBa, TOBOpaurBasi TOJIOBY, UTOOBI
KaK C/ielyeT BbI/IM3aTh CIUHKY.

— A e YepHoOypka? — cripocusi OrHerpus.

— B petckoii, — npoOypuana CuHernaska, ObICTpo paboTasi siI3bIUKOM.

— Cnacubo! — nobnarogapun OrHerpuB, MPOTUCKUBASICh CKBO3b KOTHOUHE
3apOoC/u e>KeBUKU. BHyTpU ObLIO Ha yAuB/IeHUe CBeT/0. SIpKre CoTHeuHble TyUu
cBOOOJHO TPOHMKA/NM CKBO3b TIPOPEXU B CIUIeTeHUU BeTBell, U OrHerpus
roZiyMaJl, YTO 10 HaCTyILUIeHHsl ce30Ha JIKCTomnaza Haflo MOCTaparbCs 3ajararb
KaKYIO [IbIPKY.

— TIlpuBet, UepHoOypka, — T03710pOBajics OH. — Y MeHs nAJsi TeOs
xopoure HOBOCTU. CuHSIA 3Be3zia pellldsia CerofHs mnepes Y>KUHOM IIPOBECTH
L[ePEMOHUIO MOCBSALLeHHS TBOUX KOTST.

YepHoOypka siexkana Ha 00Ky, a ee MOAPOCIiIKe KOTSATA I10J13a/14 110 MaTepH,
TOJIKasi APYyT Jpyra.

— CraBa 3Be3HOMY MyieMeHu! — MpoBoOpUasa KoposeBa U ¢ obsierueHueM
repeBesia JyX, IOJb3ysAChb Te€M, YTO Cepbld KpamyaTbld KOT€HOK HaKOHEeL[-TO
CTIPLITHY/ C ee OOKa W MOBA/W/ICS Ha CBOK) CECTPEHKY. — 3JTa Tapouka JaBHO
y>Ke BbIpOCJ/ia U3 [|eTCKoM!

Pe3Bsilljuecst KOTSITa TIPUHSUIMCh CHOBA M CHOBAa IepeKaThIBaTbCsl 4depe3
MaTb, 1 y OrHerpuBa BCKOpe B I71a3ax 3apsiOn/io OT MebKaroIUX JarokK, yiiei u
xBOCTUKOB. UepHOOypKa HeTepriesiiBo cbpocusia ¢ ceOst 030PHUKOB U CIIPOCUJIA:

— TbI He 3Haelllb, KOTO TIPe/IBO/IUTE/IbHMI]A BbIOpa/ia UM B HACTAaBHUKU?

Orxerpus >z1a/1 3TOr0 BOMNPOCA U yKe IPUTOTOBUJI OTBET:

— CuHss 3Be3za ellje He pellinia, — CKa3aja OH. — A Thl camMa KOro ObI
xoresa?



YepHoOypKa U3yM/IEHHO ITOCMOTpeJa Ha Hero.

— OT0 pemiatb He MHe, a CunHel 3Be3ne! Ei BuiHee. OrHerpyB MoMbITasICS
CKDBITh CBO€ pa3ouapoBaHue. BripoueM, CMeIITHO ObIJIO PaCCUMTHIBATh Ha WHOM
otBeT. OH U caM He Xy»Ke /it000T0 IPyroro KoTa 3Haj, UTO HaCTaBHUKOB KOTSTaM
TPA/IUL[MOHHO BBIOMPAIOT TIPEBOUTE/IH.

— Hy pga, pasymeercsi, — mipobopmoTan OH. BHe3anmHO y Hero
3allleBesinjlaCh LIepCTb Ha ChuHe. BeTepok TipuHeC B JIeTCKYHO 3arax
3/1aTOLIEeMKMHOTO 110/I0CaTOro KOTeHKa. .. 3anax Korrs!

— [I'me 3naromerika? — COpPoOCWI OH, W BOIMNPOC €ro IIpo3Byvasl
HeoXku/laHHO rpybo u pe3ko. UepHoOypKa y/IMB/IEHHO MO/HsLIa 171a3a.

— [loBesia CBOMX KOTAT 3HAKOMUTBLCS CO CTapeUllIMHaMU, — OTBeTU/Ia OHa
Y, TMpULypUBIIMCh, MOcMoTpena Ha OrHerpuBa: — 1 BWXKY, MaJblll
HarlomuHaeT Tebe Kortsi? OrHerpuB KWBHYJ, CMYIIIeHHbIN TeM, YTO CHOBa He
CyMeJl CKPBITb CBOU UyBCTBa.

— OH TOXO0X Ha OTILIa, TOMbKO U BCero, — 3aBepusa ero YepHoOypka. —
OH 106pOoAyIIHEIN MaJiblill, XOPOIIIO JAIUT C OCTabHBIMU KOTATAMH, K TOMY e
CeCTpeHKa He JIaeT eMy CITyCKY.

— Bor wu xopomio, — HeyBepeHHO TipobopmoTan OrHerpus,
M0BOPAuMBasiCh K BBIXOAY. — YBUAUMCS Ha LiepeMOHUM! — KDUKHYJ OH,
TIPOTUCKHBASICh CKBO3b BETKH HapYXKY.

— Tak 3Hauut, CuHsAS 3Be3ja y)Ke Ha3HauW/la BpeMsl IMOCBSIIeHUsA? —
OK/IMKHY/a ero CrHer/iaska.

— [a, — oTBeTwus OH.

— A Koro oHa BbIOpasia B HacTaB. ..

OrHerpvB pe3KO pa3BepHY/ICS U TOHEeCCs IpOoub, TpeXae yeM KOpoJieBa
ycrena 3akOHYMTb CBOKM Bormpoc. C MHHYTBI Ha MHHYTYy U3BeCTHE O
TIpe/ICTOsAALLeH LilepeMOHUU Pa3HeCeTCs M0 BCeMY Jlarepro, ¥ KaXK/bld KOT 3ax0ueT
y3HaTb OTBeT Ha 3TOT IPOK/ATHIM Borpoc! OrHerpuB 3Has, YTO JO/DKEH Kak
MOYKHO CKOpee OTpe/le/TUThCs C BLIDOPOM HAaCTaBHUKOB, HO 3arax cbiHa Korts He
[laBajl eMy I[IOKOsl, B MO3ry BCe CMellajioCh, U TOJIbKO YepHble MbIC/IY, KaK
3J/I0BeLLe TNITULIbI, IPOJIeTau B FOJIOBe.

Horu camu Hec/iu ero Ha IoJisgHy LenurenbHUL], K [lemnesorke. IToce
Toro KkKak KpyTobok HaBcerna mokuHysn ['po3oBoe Tiiems, yueHHIla
Lle/IMTe/IbHULIbL CTasa Jjyuiieit noapyron OrHerpuBa. OH 3Has, 4TO Myzpast
cepasi KOLlleuka [IOMOXXeT eMy NPYUBeCTH B MOPSZ0K pacTperaHHble YyBCTBa.

YCcKopuB 1uar, OH TPOHeCCs uyepe3 TEHUCTble 3apOC/v IMarlOPOTHUKOB M
BBICKOUW/I Ha 3a&JUTYH0 COJHLEM IIO/JSIHKY. B OJHOM KOHLje ee MpauHO
BO3BBILLIAJ/ICS BBICOKWMH KaMeHb, PaCKOJIOThIM HaZlBOE 10 CaMOU cepeivHbl. Tam, B
rnybokoii Huille, 00pa30BaHHOW TpEIMHOM, >KWda CTapas Lie/MTe/bHULIA



[Ilep6aTtas. Tam >ke OHa XpaHW/Ia CBOU 1je/ieOHbIe TPaBHhI.

OrHerpuB cobpasicsi 1i03BaTh [lemesntoliKy, HO TyT >Ke YBUJe/d, KaK OHa,
TIpUXpaMbIBasi, BblIe3aeT Hapy’)Ky U3 TEeHWCTOM paclue/vHbl. Kakapli pa3 npu
Bu/ie [lenesntoiky pagocts OrHerprBa Obljia OTpaB/ieHa ropeubto. Bot u cefiuac
OH C T'PYCTBIO TTIOCMOTPE/ Ha ee U3ypOAOBaHHYIO 3a/IHIOKO JIalKy, U3-3a KOTOPOU
KOllleuKa He CMorsia cTaTb BowHOM. Emie Oyayuu yuenwutledd, Ilemestorika
ToJlyunsia yBeube B pe3y/bTaTe HecuyacTHOro ciaydas Ha ['pemsiuer Tpore.
OrHerpuB [0 CUX IOP YyBCTBOBaJ/l CBOKO BHMHY 3a IPOU3OLLUEAIIYIO Tparefuto,
Be/lb B TO BpeMsi OH ObLJI HACTABHUKOM MaJieHbKOW Herocebl. Masbliiiika Obiia
CTpAIlIHO TO/AB/IeHa, Y3HaB, YTO IOJyUYeHHble PaHbl HUKOI/IA He TO3BOJIAT el
cTaTb BOMHOM, HO mygpas Lllepbarasi cacia ee ot oruasHus. LlenurensHuila
Hauasia 00yuaTb CBOIO MalMeHTKY yXaXkKUBaTh 3a OO/bHBIMU KOTaMH, a TIOJTOPbI
JIyHbI TOMY Ha3aJ| oObsiBUIA CBOel yueHUWllell W Oyayineid rmpeemHuier. Tak
ITenesnroltika Halia cBoe MeCcTo B ['(p030BOM KiiaHe.

[Tenesntoliika Bbibpanach, HaKOHell, Ha TOJsHY. M3 macTu y Hee cCBuUcasa
Oosiblliasi oxarnka Kakux-To TpaB. OHa MpauHO XMypWiach W Obla 4eM-TO Tak
pacCcTpoeHa, uTo Jake He 3aMeTusia OrHerprBa, CTOSIBILIEIO y BXO/a Ha IOJISHY.
bpocuB cBOM TpaBel Ha IMOTPeCKaBIIYKCS OT 3HOA 3emito, [lemesroiika
TIPUHAIACh pa3/pa’keHHO BOPOLLIUTh UX MepeHUMHU JlallKaMHu.

— Ilenemtoika? — ok/MUKHY/A OrHerpus. Koileuka M3ymyIeHHO TOZAHs/IA
T'OJIOBY.

— OrnerpuB! — o0OpazioBasiack oHa. — YTO ThI TYT Jenaelb? Heyxenu
3abonen?

— Het, — niokauan ronoBoii OrHerpuB. — Y Tebsi Bce B Topsifike?

Bwmecto otBeta [lenentoliika yHbII0 TOCMOTpeJ/ia Ha CBOU TpaBbl. OrHerpyvs
Tiofio1ties ob/IvKe U APy>KeCKU TKHYJT ee HOCOM B OOK.

— Urto crpsciock? TonbKO He TOBOPU MHe, YTO Thbl CHOBa MPOJIWJIA
MBIIIMHYIO JKeTub Ha 1o cTUKy [llep6aTtoii!

— Het! — pasgpakeHHo orBetusa Ilemesrollika ¥ CMYLLEHHO OITyCTU/Ia
rna3a. — lllep6aras nmompocuia MeHst IPUTOTOBUTH JieKapcTBO. CaMblii MpOCTOi
COCTaB, UM II0/Ib3YIOTCA [/ IPOMBIBKU paH. OHa yuyuiia MeHsl COCTaBJIATh 3Ty
TIPOKJIATYIO CMeCh ellje TOryja, Korja s TOJbKO 3/ech rosisuiack. Ho temneps s
3abblna, Kakve TpaBbl HY>KHO cMelnvBath! Uto fmenars? Lllepbarasi pemiur, uTo s
T0JIHAsA UAUOTKA!

— Hukakasi Tel He UAIMOTKa, 1 I1]epOarast MpeKpacHO 3TO 3HaeT.

— Ecu 661 3T0 OblIa TIepBast TIyTNIOCTb, KOTOPYIO s CZiesiajia 3a MocjeHee
Bpems! Buepa MHe NpUIUIOCH CIipalllvBaTh y Hee, B YeM pasHUL|A MeXAy
HarepCcTsIHKOM W MakoBbIM cemeHeM! — [leresrollika ellle HyKe OITyCTWJIA
TOJIOBY U efie C/IbIINIHO rpu3Hanachk: — A Illepbarasi Ha3Basa MeHsl HaKa3aHbeM



['po3oBoro riemeHu!

— Hy, Tb1 ke 3Haemb I[llepbaryo! — TmONbITanCd YCHIOKOUTH ee
Ornerpus. — OHa BeYHO Ha BCeX BOPYMT.

Korga-to naBHO Illepbatas Obula nenurensHULlel riemenu TeHeid. [Tocre
TOT0 KaK ’KeCTOKHM XBOCTOJIOM OTIIPaBUJI ee B M3rHaHWe, OHa HaBCerja CBsi3asa
cBOKO cyarby c mieMeHeM ['DO30BBIX KOTOB, HO KDYTON HpaB MO-TIPEXKHEMY
BbI/IaBajl B Hell OBIBIITYIO COTIJIEMEHHHI]y CBUpeTbIX BOMHOB TeHell. [emnestorika
rOpeCTHO B3/0XHY/Ia.

— MHe Bce yallle KakeTcsl, YTO HACTOSILLEN LieJIUTe/IbHULIbI U3 MeHs He
BbIW/eT. PaHbllle 1 He COMHeBaJsiaCh, YTO MOCTYIW/IA IPABU/IbLHO, CTaB YUEHUL|EN
[IlepbaToii, HO Temepb BMXKY, UTO BCe HampacHO! f MpOCTO He MOTYy BbIYUUTh
BCero, uTo o0s3aHa 3HaTh LenuTenbHUIla! OTHErpUB HArHy/ACS W MPUOIU3U
TOJIOBY K ee JIWLLY.

— Tol onate aymaerib o CepebpsiHke, a? — CepAUTO CIIPOCUT OH. —
[Tpomoskaelilb BUHUTE Cebsi B ee CMepTU?

OH BHOBb COZAPOTHYJ/CSl, BCIIOMHMB TOT Y’KaCHbIA [i€eHb, KOrja BO3J/Ie
Harpetbix Kamueii y CepebpsHku, Bo3mobneHHoit KpyTtoboka, Hauamuchk
TIpeKieBpeMeHHbIe CxBaTKU. [lemnestoiiika oTuassHHO O0posiach 3a Ku3Hb PeuHoit
koposieBbl, HO CepeOpsiHKa TOTepsi/ia CAUIIKOM MHOTO KPOBU W yMep/a, elBa
yCIIeB IIPOU3BECTU Ha CBeT [IBYX KPOLLEYHbIX KOTST.

ITenesntorika mpoMmoJtyana, 1 Oraerpvs MOHSAJ, YTO yrazas.

— 'TbI crlacsia KoTaT! — HartoMHUI OH.

— Ho norepsina ux Marb! — CypoBO OTpe3asa Imojpyra.

— Thl cgenana Bce, YTO MOIVIa, — KaK MOXKHO MsArde ckasasa OrHerpus W,
HaKJIOHUBILUCh, JIU3HYJI [leneomKy B 11€/IKOBbIA Cepbid 3aTbl/IOK. — A Ternepb
nipocTo nowau u cipocu lllepbaryto, Kakue TpaBbl B3SITh [IJIs1 CMECH.

He mymato, uTo oHa GyzieT oueHb OPaHUTHCS.

— Xotenoch Obl HafeATbCS, — C COMHeHWeM OypkHy/la yueHulla
1L[e/IUTeTbHULIBI U BAPYT Y/bIOHY/IACh, PEIIUTETbHO TPSIXHYB rofoBoi: — Tak Thbl
TioJiaraelilb, HaZlo TIPOCTO TIPeKPaTUTh >KaneTb cedsi?

— TouHo! — oTBeTH/1 OrHerpus, JIETOHBKO LIJIEIIHYB ee CBOMM XBOCTOM.

— Tlpoctu, Gosbilie He Oyay! — C MPUTBOPHBIM CMUpEHUEM TIOTYMU/IaCh
KOIlIeYKa, M B IVIa3ax ee 3arviscaiau 3HakoMmble OTHErpuUBy Becesible NCKOPKU. —
Buky, Tbl He PUHEC HAM HUKAKOT'O yrOLeHUs ?

— W3BuHM, — mokauan ronoBou OrHerpuB. — I TipuIles MPOCTO
TIOrOBOPUTSH € ToOOM. I He mymar, uto [lepbaTasi MopUT Tebst rooom!

— Het, HO [Jong UenUTeNbHULIBI HAMHOIO TsDKeslee, 4YeM KaKeTCs Ha
repBbI B3/, — oTBeTwIa [lenemtomnika. — CeroziHs ¢ caMOro yTpa y MeHsl He
ObUIO fa’ke MUHYTKU CBOOOHOM, UTOOBI TIepeKyCUTh! — MoXKasioBaiach OHa U C



MOOOTBLITCTBOM TMOCMOTpPe/ia Ha TocTsi: — O ueM Thl XOTeJl TIOTOBOPHUTH CO
MHOI"?

— O korarax Kortsi, — Bbinanua OrHerpuB, YyBCTBYS, Kak y>Ke 3HAKOMbIMU
CTpax CHOBa pas3/iMBaeTCd IO €ro >XUBOTY. — B TmepByr0 ouepebp O ero
I10/10CaTOM ChIHOUKE.

— Ilouemy viMeHHO 0 HeM? — pe3KO crpocuia [lemesronika, yCTpemMuB
HeMmuraromm B3op Ha OrHerpuBa. — [10oTOMY, UTO OH MOXO0X Ha CBOEro OTLa?
OrserpuB 3axJjiornasn iasamMu. Heyxenu ero 4yBCTBa TakK SICHO OTPaKarOTCH Y
HEro Ha Jiie?

— 4 3Haro, UTO He MMeK HUKAKOro TpaBa OCyKJaTh ero. OH BCero Jivillb
kKoTeHOK! Ho cTouT MHe yBUZIeTh ero, ¥ KaxkeTcsi, OyaTo cam Korotb CMOTPUT Ha
MeHsd... ...

Y MeHsi mipocTO Jianbl rpuMep3aroT K 3emsie! — OrHerpuB MezjieHHO
ToKauas rosioBoii. EMy OBIZIO CTBIZHO 3a CBOM C/IOBAa, HO B TO K€ BpeMs OH
WCTIBITBIBAJI OTPOMHOE O00jierueHrde OT TOro, UTO CMOT TIO[eMUThCSI CBOMMU
CTpaxaMH C NoJpyrovi. — MHe Ka)KeTCsl, 1 HUKOT/ia He CMOT'y IOBEPSITb eMY.

— OTO MOHSITHO, €C/IM y4YeCThb, YTO Thl BU/UIIL B HEM BTOporo Kortsg, —
CTIOKOMHO cKa3asa [lernestoiiika. — Tebe mpueTcst 3aCTaBUTL Ce0s1 CMOTpeTh He
Ha ero I0JI0CaTylo IIepCTKY, a Ha To, uTo 1o/, Heii! [TorpoOyii pasrisgeTs B HEM
He TO/JIbKO ero OTLa, HO U MaTb. Heyxkend Tbl [AyMmaelllb, OH HHUYero He
yHac/ieZioBasl OT 3/1aroiieiku? KpomMe Toro, MasbIill HUKOT/ja He y3HaeT, KeM ObL1
ero orell. Ero Bocrivrtaet He Korote, a I’ po3oBoe miems.

OrxerpuB KuBHY/I. [Teresroriika Oblsia rpasa.

— Ckaxu, a 3Be3gHOe TUIeMs /laBaji0 KakKOW-HUOyb 3HaK 00 3TOM
KOTeHKe? — CIIPOCUJI OH, 3Hasl, YTO B MOMEHT POXKJEeHHUS KOTAT Lie/IMTe/ U BCera
obparraroTcst K HeOy u n3yuatotr CepeOpsiHbiii [Tosic.

[Tenesromika oTBeJia iasa, U y OraerpvBa eKHYJ/I0 CepLe.

— 3Be3[HOe IUleMsi He OTKpbIBaeT MHEe BCeX CBOMX 3aMbIC/IOB, —
YKJIOHUHMBO MPOOOpMOTasia Kolleuka.

Ho Ornerpus X0po1o 3Hajl ee ¥ cpa3y MOHSJI, UTO OHA UTO-TO CKPbIBaeT.

— TeM He MeHee uTO-TO OHO Tebe cka3zaso! CKaxxu MHe, uTo?

[Temnesronka mo/Hs/IA rOJIOBY U TBeP/IO MOCMOTpeJia eMy B IJ1a3a.

— Ero cygnba OygeT 3HauMTh [/ TJIEMEHH He MeHbIlle, UeM CyAbObl
OCTaJ/IbHbIX KOTAT, POJUBILUXCS 3/leCb, — TBEPA0 OTBETU/IA OHa.

YcunveM Bosii OTHErpuB 3aCTaBU/T Cebsl YCIIOKOUTBCS U TYT >Ke BCIIOMHUIT
0 BTOpO#1 mpobsieMe, KOTOpasi He ZiaBajia eMy TTOKOSI.

— 51 xoTen mocoBeTOBATHCS C TOOOM elrje Koe 0 ueM, — IPHU3HAJICS OH. —
Tak BBIILIO, YTO MHE HY>KHO BbIOpaTh HACTABHUKOB /1/1s1 YepHOOYPKUHBIX KOTST.

— $ Bcerma cuurasa, 4TO 3TO NPUBWIErHWs NPEeABOAUTENbHULIBI! —



ripobopMoTana Ilerestoliika, ¢ TFOOOTBLITCTBOM ITOIIEBEUB YCUKAMM.

— OHa neperiopyuu/ia 3TOT BONpocC MHe. [lernestroiiika n3yMmieHHO MoJHs/1a
rOJIOBY.

— Tak uTo ke Thl Takol MOHYpbIN? S Aymana, Tebe JO/HKHO TOIBCTUTH
Takoe goBepue!

«[TonbcTuTh?!» — MOBTOPHA Mpo cebss OTHerpuB, C TOPEeUbI0 BCTIOMHUB
rna3a CuHelr 3Be3/ibl, MOJIHbIE CTPaxa U spocTU. OH HEBOJTbHO B3/]POTHYII.

— Bo3moxkHo... Ho 51 He 3Hat0, KOro BeIOpaTh.

— Hy kT0-TO y Tebs1 ecTb Ha TIpuMeTe?

— B Tom-TO 1 6efia, UTO HUKOTO!

[Temnesromika 3ayMumMBO HaXMypPH/IaCh.

— Hy nagno. Ckaxku, uTo Thl UyBCTBOBaJI, Korjga CuHss 3Be3ia 00bsBUIA
TeOsT MOMM HacTaBHUKOM? OTHerpuB 3aZilyMaJicsi, HEO)KHAAHHBIA BOTIPOC 3acTal
ero BpacIuiox.

— TopgocTh, — HakoHer] cKa3asi oH. — W crpax. U »xeyanue Bo uTo ObI TO
HU CTaJIo TIPOSIBUTH cebsi ¢ caMoM JTyultiell CTOPOHBI.

— OmmmuHo. Kak Thl Aymaelllb, KTO U3 HallUX BOWHOB CUJIbHEE [IPYIUX
X0ueT TPOsIBUTH Cebs1?

Orserpus COLYPWJI I71a3a U TYT e BCIOMHWI O [pime. Y [IpiMa [0 CHX
1op He OBUIO HU OJJHOTO OPY’KEHOCI|a, XOTsI OH ObLT poBeCHHMKOM OrHerprBa u
Haua/l oOyueHue OfJHOBpeMeHHO C HUM. OH cpa3y BCIIOMHU/, KaKOM 3aBUCThIO
ropejii IJla3a MOJIOJOrO0 BOWHa, Korga CuHssa 3Be3fa [ABaKIbl Ha3Hadasa
OrserpuBa HaCTaBHUKOM — CHauasia /i [lernesroiku, a notom v i besbiiia.

— eiM! — Bcayx npousHec OrHerpuB. — OH COMT U BUIUT Cebs
HaCTaBHUKOM!

HecMoTpst Ha TO uTO OHM C /IbIMOM Bcerjila Helo/MIOOMMBAMM APYT ApyTa,
OrHerpuB 3Ha/l ero Kak OTJMYHOTO BOWHA, 0e33aBeTHO MpeZaHHOTO CBOEMY
TJIEMEeHU.

— Bot v omimuHo! Ilongena caenaHo.

OrHerpuB CMYILEHHO [OCMOTpPe/ B SICHble TOnyOble T7a3a Ilemesrommiku.
Ona roopuia Tak 6e33a00THO, UTO €My M CaMOMY CTaj0 Ka3aTbCs, OyATO OH
TIOAHSJI LIIYMUXY BOKDPYT CYLL[ero MyCTsKa.

— A k10 Gyzet BTOpbIM?

— Kakum TakuMm BTOPbIM? — TIOC/IBIIIAJICS BOPUIMBBIM TOIOC U3 TITyOWHBI
MariOpOTHUKOIO TYHHEJIS, U Ha TMOJISIHY TBEPAOU MOCTYIbIO BbIILIA CTapast
TeMHO-Cepasi Koika. OrHerpvB MOBEpPHY/ICA K Lie/vTesibHULle. Kak Bcerza, ee
JUTMHHAsI I1epCTh BBITVIsiZieIa TPSI3HOM U TYCKJIOM, CJIOBHO HeyChITTHasi 3ab0Ta o
coryieMeHHHKax He ocrapssia LllepOaroii BpeMeHH Ha yxo[ 3a coboii. 3ato ee
Oonblilie peDKUE I71a3a TPO3HO 3bIPKa/IU M0 CTOPOHAM, He YIyCKasi HA eJUHOM



MeJIOUH.

— Cunsas 3Be3fa mnonpocuna OrHerpyBa BblOpaTh HACTaBHUKOB
YepHOOYypKUHBIX KOTATaM, — 00bsicHu/a [ernentorika.

— BoT Kak? — yJuB/IeHHO BbITapaljuia 1viasa LeauTeapbHula. — M Ha koM
Thl OCTAaHOBUJICA?

— Mai y>ke BbiOpanu [IbiMa, — Hauan OrHerpus.

— Mpi?! — nepebua ero [llepbarasi. — KTo 3TO MbI, X0Tes1a ObI 51 3HATh?

— Ilenesntortika nomorsia MHe, — npu3Hascs OrHerpus.

— Mymato, Cunsisi 3Be371a OyZieT oueHb pajia y3HaTh, UTO JIeBUOHKA, KOTOpast
TONBKO-TOJILKO CTajla OpyXeHocieM, Oeper Ha cebs CMenOCTb pelliaTh
Ba)kKHeMIlIMe BOMPOChl XU3HU TuieMeHu! — B3opBanack lllep6atasi, rpo3HO
obopaurBasich K CBOel yueHulle: — Thl 3aKOHUM/IA CMEIITUBAThb JIeKapCTBO?

[Teresrolika pasvHysa poT, OTYasHHO 3aMOTajia F0JI0BOM M MOMSTHUIACh K
pa3bpocaHHBIM Ha I0JIsIHe TPaBaM.

[IepbaTasi mpoBoAuW/Ia CePAUTHLIM B30POM ee MPUXPaMbIBaIOIyI0 (UTYPKY
Y COKDPYIIEHHO (DbIPKHY/IA.

— Ora ocoba BOT y)Ke HEeCKOJIbKO JHeM BLIBOJWUT MeHs H3 cebs CBOMM

cMupeHHeM! — mo)XKasoBajlach OHa. — A Be/lb paHblile, ObIBa/0, OHA MHE U
C/I0BO BCTaBUTh He JaBania! KAy He AOXKAYyChb, KOTZ@ OHA OIPaBUTCS, U BCe
TOM/IeT TIO-TIpe)KHEMY, — CTapyXa IlOMpauHejla W CHOBa 00epHy/ach K
OrnerpuBy: — Tak Ha ueM 3TO Mbl OCTaHOBUJTUCH?

— Hukak He Mory 1mogo6paTh BTOPOTO HaCTaBHUKA, — TSDKEJIO B30XHYJI
[1aliarau.

— Y Koro 13 BOMHOB TIOKa HeT OpY)KeHOClla? — pe3KOo CIpoCcua

[Ilepbarass. OrHerpvB C TPYAOM OTB/IEKCS OT MbIcjael o I[lemenrorike u

3a/lyMaJICsl.
— ¥ Yacrokosa, — otBeTws1 0H. — [lotom y Byporo, y Ilecuanoun bypu,

y...

— KT0 13 HUX caMbIii OITBITHBIN?

«Yactokon» mnogyman OrHerpMB M TYT >Ke B3[IDOTHY/J, OCO3HaB, 4UTO
CMepTe/IbHO He XO4YeT Ha3blBaThb 3TOr0 MMeHU. VimeeT /M OH MpaBO JOBEPUTH
YacTokony BocruraHue Oyayinero BorMHa I'po3oBoro ruieMeHu? Benb Kak[blid
KOT B TIJIEMEHHU 3HAeT, UTO T10/I0CaThli BOMH ObI/T CaMbIM TpeAaHHBIM JPYTOM H
eIMHOMBIIIIEHHUKOM KOrTsi, XOTs U O0TKa3aJics pa3feanuTb ¢ HUM u3rHanuve. Ho,
C IPyroM CTOPOHBI, OTKAa3 TJailaTasi fjaTb YacTOKO/y Opy’KeHOCI|a MOXKET ObITh
BOCIIPUHSAT KaK JIMUHasi MECTh 3a MpOoIibie 06u/bl... Tak umm nHaue, YacTokosn
ObLT CTApIIIMM W OMNBITHBIM BOWHOM U Y)Ke I03TOMY HMes TepBoouepesHoe
TpaBO UMETh OPY’KEeHOCIIa.

OueBUHO, MPUHSATOE pelleHre OTPa3wu/oCh Ha Jyvie OrHerpuBa, MOTOMY



yro [I[[epbatast, TOCMOTpEB Ha Hero, CepAUTO OypKHYy/Ia:

— Bribpan HakonHen? ITo3apasnsito! A Temepn, Oyab Z00p, OCTaBh Hac B
nokoe! TyT u 6e3 Tebst X/I0MOT 1O TOPJIO!

OrHerpuB TocrenrHo noAHsuIcsA. OH ObLT I0BOJIEH, UTO HAKOHEL-TO PElTI
BOMPOC C HAaCTaBHUKaMH, HO €ro paZioCTb OMpayajiach TPEBOIOM U COMHEHUSIMHU.
ITycTb y Hero moka He ObIJIO MOBOjA yIHpekHyTh [IpiMa u YacTokosa B
He/[0CTaTKe MpeJaHHOCTH I PO30BOMY I/IeMEHH, 3aTO HUKOT/IA He ObUIO W/UTIO3UIA
T10 TTOBO/Y WX IMPeJaHHOCTH I/IalllaTar0 3TOrO IjieMeHH!
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— Ter He Bupen benbima? — crnpocun OrHerpuB y Llaparkuy,
KucTtoukrHOro opy»keHocua. PDKeHbKHI KOTEHOK TPYCHJI K Kyue CBeXXel efibl,
3aKaB B IaCTU [ABYX MbllleK. He packpeiBasgi pra, OH OTpHULIATEJbHO ITOMOTAJ
ronoBou, 1 OrHerpuB NOYyBCTBOBAJI BHE3aHOe pa3jpakeHue. besbllll [aBHbIM-
JIABHO JI0/DKeH ObLT BePHYTHCS B J1arephb!

— Torzga oTHeCH CBOMX Mbllllel cTapedimHamM! — cepauTo (DbIPKHY/ OH Ha
Llaparnky. Opy»keHocel] HeBHATHO OypKHYJI, TIOBEPHYJICSI U TI00eKaa B APYTYHO
CTOpOHY.

Y OrHerpuBa [Jaxe IIepCTb Ha XBOCTe BCTajsa [AbIOOM OT 3/0CTHM Ha
Benbima. Kakasi 6eja Moryia MpUKIIOUUTBLCS € 3TUM AypadkomM? OH TipeKpacHo
TIOHKWMaAJI, UYTO 3JIUTCA TOJIBKO IOTOMY, YTO He Ha LIYTKYy Hamyrad. «4rto ecau
Benbiin momasncss B sanbkl KorTio?» BHe cebsi or GecrokoiictBa OrHerpus
HarpaBu/cs K nanatke CuHel 3Be3zibl, uTOOBI TIOCKOpee COOOIUThL el WMeHa
BbIOpaHHBIX HACTAaBHUKOB. [1oKa rpeiBoauTebHULIA OyJieT CO3bIBaTh IieMsi Ha
1[ePEMOHMUI0, Y Hero OyJieT BO3MOXKHOCTh MOUCKaTh besibliiia.

OuyTuBIIKCh Bo3/ie Boicokoit Ckasbl, OrHErpuB IPOMKO COOOIIIM/I O CBOEM
rpuxofie ¥, yoibiiaB otBeT CuHel 3Be3[bl, pelIuTe/bHO PasfBHUHYJ I0JI0T
JIUIIIATHUKOB, He TpaTsl BpeMsi Ha TO, UYTOObI MPHBECTH B TIOPSIZIOK pacTperaHHYo
wepcTky. [lpegBoauTenbHULIA MO-TIPE)KHEMY JieKaja Ha CBOeM TMOJCTUJIKE,
yCTPEMUB HeBUJSALUIM B30P B CTEHY.

— CuHsg 3Be3fa, — IPOMKO CKasajn OrHerpuB, Hak/OHsSs rosioBy. —
nogymarn, uto Jbiv u YacTokos OyZyT XOpOIIMMY HaCTaBHUKAMMU [I7IsT KOTSIT.

Oxugas orBeTa NpeABOAUTE/IBHULIBI, OH TaK Pa3BOJIHOBAJICA, YTO IIOUTU
3a0b171 0 cBOMX cTpaxax 3a besbiiia. Kak-To cnoxurcs cyabba 6yayiimx BOMHOB,
ecrmu CuHsist 3Be3ja 000puT BEIOOP CBOEro TJiaiiaras?

[IpegBoauTeIbHULIA TIOBEPHY/Aa TOJIOBY, MMOCMOTpesia Ha OrHerpvBa U C
yCUJTMeM 3acTaBusia ce0st TIPUMOAHATHCS Ha 3a/iHUe Jiarbl.

— OueHb x0pol110, — OGeccTpacTHO OTo3Basach oHa. Y OrHerpuBa faxe
Jarbl TIOJOTHYIUCh OT pa3ouapoBaHusi. [Toxoke, CuHeii 3Be3zse abCOOTHO
Ge3pa3siuueH ero BeIOOP!

— TIlo3Bath ux K Tebe, uTOOBI Thl JIMYHO TMO37IpaBUa UX C BBICOKOMU
yeCTbl0? — cripocua oH. — [lpaBfa, ceryac UX HeT B Jiarepe, HO KaK TOJIBKO
OHU BepHYThHCH. ..

— WIx HeT B narepe? — mnoiieBenuia ycamu Cunsisi 3Be3na. — Ob6oux?!

«ITouemy OHa Tak BCTpeBOXKWJIACh?» — B3POrHy/1 OTHerpus.



— OHH OTIIpaBU/IMCh B MAaTPY/IMPOBaHKe, — HeyBepeHHO IMOSCHW/I OH.

— A rne bypan?

— 3aHnmMaeTcs ¢ BeCHSIHKOM.

— A Kucrouka?

— Oxoturcs Bmecte c Ilecuanout Bypeli v BbypbiM, — tiposierneran
OrHerpuB, COUTBHIM C TOAKY 3TUM TpaZioM BOIPOCOB U HapacCTaloIUM
BOJIHEHUEM Ipe/BOAUTEe/IbHULIBI.

— BBbIXOguT, BCe BOWMHBI CelyaC HaxOfATCS 3a mpejenamu jareps?! —
pe3ko cripocusia CuHsis 3Be3zia, u y OrHerpuBa 060pBasiochk cep/iije TpU Buje
TOT'0, KaK HaTSAHY/IMCb MBILILBI Ha ee crivHe. OH CcHOBa rogyman o besbiiiie u
COZ|POTHYJICS, BCTIOMHUB CTPax, KOTOPBIM UCIIbITA/ YTPOM B IIPUTHUXILIEM JIECY.

— IlaTpynu BOT-BOT BEPHYTCS, — CKa3asl OH, CTapasiCh, YTOObI TOIOC €ro
TIPO3BYyYaJsl CIIOKOMHO U YBepeHHO. — Kpowme Toro, 51 371ech!

— He cment ycniokauBate MeHsi! I He MajeHbKMM KOTEHOK! — cepauTo
psiBkHysna CuHsigs 3Be3fga, U OrHerpuB OTLIATHYJ/CS, IIOTPSICEHHbIM. —
3ampelrjato Tebe MOKWZATh Jiarephb /10 BO3BpallleHusl MaTpysieid. 3a MoC/e[HIO
JIyHY Halll Jlarepb /IBaXKZbl MO/IBepPrasicsi HaraZieHUto, U s He jKeJiaro, UToObl Hac
3aCTUIVIA BpacIuiox B TpeTuk pa3! C 3aBTpallHero yTpa B jiarepe BCeraa J0/DKHbI
0CTaBaThCsl KAK MUHUMYM Tpoe 60ecrocobHbIX BOMHOB! — rpofio/mkana CUuHss
3Be3na. Ee Tesio fApoXkano OT HarpspkeHUs, IeperaykaHHas LIepCTb CTosiia
IBIOOM.

XosnofHasi Ipoxb TIpobeskana 1o Tesy OrHerpuBa. BriepBbie OH He TIocMest
TIOJIHSITH [V1a3a Ha CBOIO TIPe/IBO/IUTE/IbHULLY, CTPAlllach, UTO YBUAUT Tiepesi cob0i
HE3HAKOMYIO KOLIIKY..

— Cnywmaro, CuHss 3Be3ja, — THUXO0 0TO3BAJICA OH.

— Kak Tonpko YacTokos U [IpiM BepHYTCS, MOLIA UX B MOIO Manarky. A
X04y [MOrOBOPUTh C HUMU Tepe]| LlepeMOHEH.

— Pasymeercs.

— A Teniepb yxogu! — CuHssa 3Be3za pa3fpa)keHHO MaxHy/la XBOCTOM B
ero CTOPOHY, Kak OyJTO XOTesa CKa3aTh, UTO CBOMM MpeObIBaHUEM B ee Telljepe
raliarai nojBepraet riemMsi CMepTe/IbHOM OMacHOCTH.

— OrHerpuB MNOMATWICS K BbIXOAY. YCeBIIUCh B TeHHU Bbicokoi Ckasbl, OH
TIOBEPHYJ/I TOJIOBY U MPUIVIAJWJI SA3bIKOM pacTperaHHbld XBOCT. YTO e Aenarb?
BerieHO KosoTsiijeecsi cepjiie 3Baji0 ero Heme/jeHHO Oexarb B JieC, UTOOBI
OTBICKATh besiblllla U Kak MOXKHO CKOpee TIPUBeCTH ero JOMOW, HO nprka3 CuHen
3Be31bl TpebOBa 0CTaBaThCs B jlarepe /10 BO3BpallleHusl TTaTpyJIei.

B crenyromyto CeKyHJly OH YC/bIllajg IIOPOX TpaBbl MMof OeryimMu
JaramMy U Todysil 3araxu Bo3Bparjaroiuxcd Yacrokona, IpiMa 1 Berporosa.
Bor maru 3ame[viavch, 3aTeM pasfajicsa LIOPOX CyXUX ITarlOpOTHUKOB, U Ha



TO/ISTHY BBICKOUM/T BeTpOoroH, BO3IVIaB/IsIBIINM 111€CTBUE.

OrHerpuB pafoOCTHO BCKOYW/I HAa Jiambl. Terepb OH MOKeT C IIOJIHbIM
MpaBOM TIOKWHYThb Jlarepb U OTIPaBUTbCS Ha noucku besibiia! OH mioHeccs
yepe3 MOJISTHY, YTOOBI TTIONTPUBETCTBOBATb BEPHYBIITMXCSI.

— Kak nporwio narpyivpoBaHue? — u3jaieka KpUKHYJ/I OH.

— Hukakux cjiei0B uy»Kux IjieMeH, — OTparioptoBaj BeTporos.

— 3aro yuysiid 3arax TBOero /[paroLeHHOro OpPY’KeHOCLla, — BCTaBUJI
Yacrtokon. — Bo3sne xumuina JIsyHorux. OrHerpyuB HEPBHO J€PHYJ XBOCTOM.

— BbI ero Buiennu? — C fieJlaHHbIM PaBHOAYILIMEM CIIPOCWI OH. YaCTOKO/
ToKauaJ/i rOJI0BOM.

— Iloxoxe, OH OXOTW/ICH 3a MNOTAYKaMU B cagy y [ByHorux, —
YXMBIIBHY/ICS Tiogoteainid [IbiM. — BeposiTHO, OHU emy 0oJibliie TI0 BKYCY,
yeM JieCHasi Juub.

OrHerpuB NpoMyCTUI 3Ty KOJTKOCTb MUMO YILIEM.

— 3amnax Obl/1 CBeXKHI? — CIIPOCUJT OH, 0bpaitrjasich K BeTporony.

— JloBoJibHO cBekud. Ho MbI moBepHy/H K narepto U norepsiiu ero.

OruerpuB kuBHy/A. [lo KpaiiHel Mepe, Terepb OH 3HaeT, T[e MCKAaTh
opyxeHocua!

— Yacrtokon 1 [piM! — rpoMKO OK/IMKHYJ OH. — CuHsAS 3Be3ja npocuia
BaC 3alTH K Hel B TIellepy.

Korza BoMHBI MOCAYIIHO MOBEPHY/IU K Bbicokor Ckasie, OH Ha MTHOBEHUE
3a/IyMaviCsi, He TIOUTH /I C HUMHU Ha TOT C/Iy4au, eC/Id Mpe/IBOJUTe/IbHULIA BHOBb
Oyzmet BecTu cebst Kak-To cTpaHHO. Ho TyT oH 3ameTws, uto BeTporon BmecTe ¢
[{aparnkor HanpaB/sitOTCS K BBIXOAY, U B3BOJIHOBAHHO KPUKHYII:

— Kyna Bb1 cobpanuce?

OH nomHwui, yto CrHsA 3Be3/a TOBKO UTO MpUKasasa OCTaB/IsITh B Jjlarepe
He MeHee Tpex BOMHOB, TaK UTO, eC/iM BeTporoH ceryac yuzeT, OH caM HUKY/a
He CMOJKeT BbIUTH!

— §1 obGemjan Kwucrtouke, uto BeuepoMm royuy Llapamky OXOTHUTLCS Ha
6e0K, — Ha xofy 6pocus BeTporoH.

— Ho ... — Hauan 6bUT0 OrHerpuB, OJHAKO, BCTPETHB JIFOOOIBITHBIN
B3r1si; BeTporoHa, o6opsasn cebs. OH He XOTes MpPH3HABATh, UTO CXOAUT C yMa
oT TpeBoru 3a benbimia. — Het, Huuero! — ormaxHy/icss OH, U BeTporoH c
[apankoii CKppuIMCh B TyHHesne. [IIpoBoxkasi m1azaMu KHUCTOUKMHOTO
OPY’KeHOCLIa, TIOCIYILIHO TPYCALIero psiloM CO CTapliuM BOMHOM, OrHerpus
WCTIBITA/I OCTPBIN YKOJ BUHBL [loueMy OH HMKaK He MOXKET J0OMTHCS TaKOTO JKe
TOBe/IeHUs1 OT CBOEro yueHuKa?!

OcraTok Beuepa TAHY/ICA MYUUTETbHO Me[JIEHHO. YCEeBIIMCh B 3apOC/sAX
KparuBbl BO3/le Tiellepbl BOMHOB, OrHerpyvB BeChb OOpaTW/ICSA B C/IyX, JIOBS



Masieiillive 3ByKH, JoHOcCsIuecsi u3 neca. [IpaBga, Yactokon coolum, 4ro,
KpoMe 3ariaxa besibillla, OHU He yuysiyid TOO/IM30CTH HU OHOTO HE3HAKOMOTO
3amaxa, Tak 4ro OrHerpyvB HEMHOI'O YCIIOKOWJ/ICS W UyBCTBOBajl cebsi ropaszio
yBepeHHee, yeM 11oc/ie pasrosopa ¢ CuHeu 3Be3z101.

ConHile Haya/lo OIyCKAaTbCd 3a BepXYILIKU [JilepeBbeB, KOrha U3 Jiecy
BEPHY/IMCb OXOTHUKM. C/ie[OM 3a HUMH, [pUB/IEYEHHbIE 3araxaMU CBeKeu
no0bium, B narepb npubexanu BypaH u BecHsinka. CriycTsl Kakoe-TO BpeMsi Ha
nosisiHe TosiBUMKCh JlonroxBoct ¢ BricTponanom, a benbiiia Bce He ObLo.

OxoTa OKasanach y/auHOW, HO HHUKTO JaKe He MpUOMM3WICT K Kyde.
HoBoCTb 0 1jepeMOHUM TMOCBSILeHUsT MUTOM obsieTena Jjiarepb, B30yJOpaKuB U
BOVHOB, U Opy>XeHocLeB. OrHerpus C/ibliliaj, Kak BO3/le Ielllepbl OPy’KeHOCLIeB
BO30y)K/]eHHO TMeperoBapuBatoTcsi BecHsiHka, llaparmka u BwicTponam, HO
nossieHre CrHeld  3Be3fipl  TIOJIOKW/IO  KOHeL]  pasroBopaM.  YBU/eB
TIpeIBOJWTE/IbHHULLY, MeJJIeHHO BBIXOZSALIYH0 M3 CBOeU Mellepbl, OPy’KeHOCLbI
3alllMKaay JIpyT Ha Jpyra U yCTaBWIMCh Ha Hee KPYIJILIMU OT BO30YyKIeHUs
I/1a3aMu.

OfHYMM CWIBHBIM TIPDBDKKOM IIpe/IBOAWTe/IbHUL[Aa BCKOUYW/IA Ha BepLUWHY
Bricokon Ckasbl U omisgzenacsk. Cyas 110 Bcemy, OHa ITOJTHOCTBIO ONpaBUIach OT
paH, HaHeceHHbIX KortemM, HO OrHerpuB yxe He CIeLIW] pajoBaThCs ee
BbI3ZIOpOBAeHUI0. Eciu Obl pa3yMm MpeiBOAWTEbHULILI BOCCTAHABIWBA/CS TaK
Xe ObIcTpo, Kak ee Teno! Bor CuHsisi 3Be3fa ropfio BCKMHYJA MOA0O0pPOJOK,
TOTOBSICb 0OpaTUTLCA K CBOeMy TIuieMeHH, U cepfiie OrHerpuBa MCIyTaHHO
3arperneTaso. 'o/10c rpegBoAUTe/ILHULIBI IIPO3BYYa/l CyX0 U pe3Ko, CJIOBHO T'OPJI0
Cunell 3Be3bl orpy0esio OT [OATOr0 MOIUaHMS], OJHAKO, YCJIBIIAB 3HAKOMOe
BO33BaHKe, OTHEIpUB MITHOBEHHO yCITOKOMJICS.

3axojsilee conHLe OOMUIO 30/I0TOM €ro OTHEeHHO-PbDKYH0 CIIHMHY, U
OrHerpvB CHOBa BCIIOMHWI COOCTBeHHOe TOCBsilleHHWe. [OpJo pacrpaBuB
II/Ieyd, OH HeTOPOILIMBO 3aHs/I CBOe MecCTo IoZ, Bricokoit Ckasnol, a ocTanbHble
KOTBI CTa/i coOMpaThCsi BOKPYT MOJSHBL. Briepean Bcex HeMoJABMXXKHO BOCCeal
YacTokos, ycTpeMUB KyZia-TO Bajib TsDKesbld, HeMUrarolumn B3y, Cugamum
pALoM € HUM /IbIM, KaK HU CTapasics, He MOI' CKpPbITh CBOEro BOCTOPra.

— M1 cobpanuchk 371ech, uTOOBI /1aTh HOBbIe MEeHa JIByM KOTSTaM Halllero
rieMeHy, — Hauana CuHss 3Be3fia, T/Isi/iss CBepXy BHU3 Ha UepHOOYpKY U [IBYX
Masblllield, CUJAIMX M0 00erM CTOpPOHaM OT MaTepu. [Vis[si Ha TPUTUXIINX
KOTAT, OTHerpuB C TPYZOM y3Ha/l B HUX HeCHOCHBIX Heroces, KOTOpble YTPOM
becHoBa/MCh B JleTCKOM. Terepb OHM Ka3alucCh ropasfio MeHbllle POCTOM, UX
MYLINCTast [IepCcTKa Obula Mpun3aHa BOJMIOCOK K BOJIOCKY. OIMH U3 MaJibliliei
POOKO >Kascsi K MaTepH, ero YCUKW HePBHO TIOZ[parvBajv OT BOHeHUs. TOT, UTo
no0oJibIlle, CUZie/T HEMOABU)KHO, BLIETIMBIIMCH KOTTSMHU B 3eMJTHO.



B3gox HeTeprieHUs1 TIPOKATW/ICA [0 TIPUTUXILEMY IUIeMeHU. BHe3amHo
OrHerpuB IOUyBCTBOBaJI, KaK OTCTYIArT ero TpeBoru. YTo 3Hayar ero crpaxu
3a benpima u CuHiolo 3Be3fy Tepe[| XKU3HbIO TiieMeHH! 3a00ThI MPUXOAAT U
yXO[AT, a IUleMs Heu3MeHHO W BeuHO, Kak JiyHa. OHO JkuBeT, cjenys
BEKOBEUHbIM 00psi/laM M TpaJiUIKsIM, CIIJIOUeHHOe eJUHLIM BOMHCKHUM 3aKOHOM,
T10/] HEYChIITHBIM B30POM 3Be3/JHOTO IJIeMEHHM. . .

BeiiiauTe Briepesi! — pasHeccs Haf, noJissHOU rosoc CuHer 3Be3/bl.

KoTsiTa, mep>kack 60k 0 OOK, TOIUIA B LIEHTP TIOJISIHBI, UX cepasi IIepCTKa
CTOs1/1a ALIOOM OT BOJTHEHUSI.

— ObiM! — xpurio kpukHyna Cunss 3Be3a. — Tbl Bo3bMelllb cebe B
OpY’XeHOCLIbI YTosibKa. [IpIM peruTenbHO Npubmusuiacs K OGosiee KpymHOMY
KOTEHKY U OCTaHOBWJICS PSIZIOM C HUM.

— b, — mipopio/pkana CuHsii 3Be3sma, — repef; TOOOM TBOW IepBbIi
opyxxeHocel]. [Tomennck ¢ HUM CBOelM OTBaro W pelmMMOCTbIO. Sl yBepeHa, Tbl
Oyzeliib, He >kasesi cy/, o0yuaTb ero, HO, eC/IU TIPUJIETCST TPYZHO, He CTeCHSCS
oOpallaTbCst 3a COBETOM K CTapIIIMM BOMHam!

['maza [IpiMa CBeTWIMCh TODJOCTbIO, KOTZA OH HaK/JIOHWJ/CS, UTOOBI
KOCHYTBCSI HOCOM HOCa CBOero opykeHocuja. I'poMko ypua, Yrosiek roiies K
KParo MOJISIHbI BCJIe/| 32 CBOMM HaCTaBHUKOM.

CecTpeHka Yrojbka ocCTajach OHa B LIeHTpe MOJIAHbI, IVIa3KU ee ropejy,
MaJieHbKasi TPyb XO/Ji/la XOJlyHOM OT BO/IHeHHUs. [lorMiMaB UCIyraHHbIA B3IJISI]
MasbIKy, OrHerpyuB 000pSIOIIe TIOAMHUTHYII ei, U KollleuKa OTYasiHHO BITHU/IACh
I7la3aMu B €ro JIMI0, CJIOBHO OH ObLT eJUHCTBEHHbIM, KTO MOT CIacTU ee OT
OMNaCHOCTH.

— UYactokos1! — rnomonyas, npousHecia CuHsas 3Be3ga. Y OrHerpusa
Mypaliku rnobexxany Bo/b xpeOTa, KOTrZia OH 3aMeTU/1 CTpaX, MPOMeTbKHYBILNH
B IVla3ax Tpe/BO/IUTe/bHUIEI. Ha MrHOBeHMe eMy Toka3anochk, Oyaro CuHsis
3Be3/ma yBUjlesla He3pUMOe 3710, KiyOsiliieecss BOKPYT T0/iocaToro BouHa. OH
HampsArcsi, 3aTavB [bIXxaHWe, HO TIPeJBOAUTE/NbHUIIA CIpaBWIach ¢ coboil u,
OTPHUHYB COMHEHHsI, TPOMKO O0bsIBU/IA:

— Te1 Oygemnb HacTaBHUKOM TpocTtuHKH. Koieuka oGepHysach, BO Bce
T71a3a [Isiist Ha IpUOIvKaroIerocsi K Heil OrpoOMHOTO T10/I0CaTOTo BOMHa.

— Yacrokosn, — pe3ko cka3ana CuHsst 3Be3na. — Thl yMHBIM U OTBaXKHBIM
BOMH. [lepeziaii CBOM /yullie KaueCTBa yyeHULe.

— Pasymeercs! — moobeman YacToKon, HAKIOHSASICh K MaJIbIIIKe.
OrHerpuBy I10Ka3aj0Chb, OyATO Kollleuka Ha MHT OTIPSHY/JAA M JIMIIL TTOTOM
TIPOTSIHY/Ia HOCHK, UTOOBI TIOMPHUBETCTBOBAThL HacTaBHUKA. Ciiefyst BCie 3a HUM
K Kpato TOJISHbI, MaJIblllIKa ObICTPO 06epHY/Iach U B3BOJTHOBaHHO MOCMOTpe/Ia Ha



OrnerpuBa. OH 000zpsitollle KUBHY/ €.

KoTel Crpyawinch BOKPYI HOBBIX OpPYKEHOCLIEB, BCeM XOTeJoCh
MO3/paBUTh MaJIblllle W Ha3BaTb WX HOBBIMH, TOJBKO YTO IIOJIyYEHHBIMHU
vMeHaMU. OTrHerpvB XOTesl y)Ke TPUCOeJIUHUTLCS K OCTa/bHbIM, KakK BPYT
3aMeTH/1 BbICKO/Ib3HYBILIMM U3 TIAalIOPOTHUKOB HA TIOJSTHY 0e/I0CHEeXKHbIN KOMOK.
benbit BepHysics!

OrHerpuB €O BCex Jiart BpoCUiICsi K OpY>KeHOCIly.

— T'ne Tb1 ObLT?! — TrpoO3HO crpocun OH. besbin Gpocun Ha 3eMITHO
3a)KaTyro B 3yb6ax Mo/eBKy.

— Oxorwucs.

— U 3710 Bce, uTo yaanock noviMaTh? Thl fenan Gonblive ycrexyd B Ce30H
T'osibix [JepeBbeB!

— Jlyuiie, yemM HUuero! — BBI3bIBAIOLL|e JepHY/I I/1IeyoM besbiit.

— A r7ie rosiyOb, KOTOPOTO ThI TIOWMaJs YTPOM?

— A pasBe TbI He TIpHUHEC ero B jlarepb? — BOIIPOCOM Ha BOIIPOC OTBETUII
Opy’KeHocel].

— OT0 6bl71a TBOs 0ObIUa! — B3opBascs OrHerpuB. besiblill HETOPOITUBO
ces, 0OBHMB XBOCTOM JIarlKH.

— $1 Tak noHsi/I, MHe HY>KHO ObL/10 1o106paTh ee? — CIIPOCUJT OH.

— CoBepitieHHO BepHO! — miporurnen OTHerpuB, BbiBeJleHHbIN U3 celst
HEBO3MYTUMOU HAIJIOCTBIO Opy>kKeHocLa. — 1o Tex rnop, moka Tl He IpUHeCellb
B Jlarepb CBOIO A00bIUY, Oyzelllb XOAUTh TOJOAHBIM. A Terepb WU U OTHEeCH
3T0, — OH Ope3I/IMBO TI0BeJl HOCOM B CTOPOHY TI0/IEBKU, — B OOIIYIO Kyuy.

BenbIlll CHOBA MO>KaJl yieuaMu, MojTua mofo0dpaB 1oJieBKY, U OTOLLIe.

Becb apoxka oT 310ctv, OrHerpuB 00epHY/Cs, YTOObI MOCMOTDPETh eMy
BCJe, v yBuzen bypana.

— OH nolimeT, Korza OyJieT roToB MOHSITh, — MSTKO CKa3asl My/[pPblii BOVH.

— OueHb Ha 3TO0 Hajletock! — npobopmoTan OrHerpus.

— Tl yKe pelmwi, KTO BO3IVIABUT pacCBeTHbIM MaTpy/ib? — CIPOCUII
bypaH, TaKTUYHO MeHssl Temy.

OrHerpuB 3amsiicas. YeCTHO TIpU3HATLCS, OH ellje He AymMan HUA 00
yTpeHHeM, HU 00 OCTa/bHBIX TIAaTPY/IsSIX U OXOTHUYBMX OTpsi/lax Ha 3aBTpa. Bechb
Beuep ero MbIC/IM ObUTM 3aHATHI KCUe3HOBeHUeM besbiiiial

— Tlomyman xopoieHbko! — mocoBeToBan bypaH, oTxogs. — Bpemenu
BIIOJIHEe JOCTATOYHO.
— 41 cam mnoBeny marpysis! — pemun OrHerpuB. — Bo3bMy ¢ coboit

Jonroxsocra u Kucrouky!
— OtmuHo! — of06pun Bypan. — He Bo3paskaellib, ec/iu s IPSIMO ceifuac
ripeayrpexy ux? — OH MOBepHY/ICS U TTOCMOTPeJT Ha Kyuy e/bl, BO3/le KOTOpOUH



y>Ke Hadya/ii coOupaThCsi KOThI.

— Ha! — otBetunn OrHerpuB. — Cnacubo! OH TocMOTpen Bciief,
6eT0CHE>)KHOMY BOMHY W BAPYT TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK B )KUBOTE Y HETr0 YPUMT OT
ronozna. OH mopaHsICs, cobUpasick TIOZOMTU 3a JTAKOMBIM KYCOUKOM, Kak BJPYT
3aMeTu1 Bo3jie Kyuu Genyro crivHy. Besbiiil! HarsieBaB Ha mpriKa3 HaCTaBHUKA,
MaJleHbKUI Haryiel] rojie3 y)KUHaTb BMecTe cO BceM IiemeHeMm! BHe cebsi ot
spocty, OTHErpUB OTPOMHBIM YCW/IME€M BOJIM TIOABHWJI KelaHWe OpOCUTBCS K
Besnbimy. He xBarasno TOMBKO yCTpauBarh IepernanKy C OPy>KeHOCLIeM Ha Iyia3ax
BCero rieMeHu!

besbilll TeM BpeMeHeM TPeCHOKOWHO BBITAIAI M3 Ky4Yd >KUDHYIO MBbIIIb,
pa3BepHYJICS — U CTOJKHYJ/ICsSi ¢ BypaHom. OrHerpuB yBujen, Kak 6emoCcHeXHbIN
BOMH CypOBO IIOCMOTpe/Jl Ha OpY)KeHOCLIA U UTO-TO HEerpoOMKO CKa3ajl eMy.
OrHerpvB He pacc/billian CAOB, 3aTO YBUe/, KakK besblill mocreirHo Gpocun
MBIIIIb U, OIYCTUB XBOCT, [IOHYPO TIOI/IE/ICS B CBOIO MENIEPY.

OrHerpuB OBICTPO OTBEpHY/ICS, TIPUCTbDKEHHBIM TeM, UTO He YCIIes
OTUUTaTh OPY’KEHOCI]a [0 TOr0, KaK B /leJI0 BMella/iCsl CTapiiui BOUH. BHe3anmHo
OH TIOHSJI, YTO COBCeM He XoueT ecCTb. OmisfeBUIMCb, OH 3aMeTWI Mo/
rnarnopoTHukamM CuHIO0 3Be3[ly U TI0YYBCTBOBa/l JKejlaHUe HeMe/IeHHO
o0cynuTh C ObiBIIEM HacCTaBHUIEH TOBeleHHe HeroCIYyITHOTO OpY)XeHOoCIia.
OpHako, TIpUIVIAAEBIIMCh, OH 3aMeTW1 B Masax CuHel 3Be3[bl TIpeKHee
be3mepHOoe oTuasHue. Tocka CXajla ero cepjle, Korja OH yBHUZeN, Kak
TIpeJIBOJUTE/IbHULIA OTPELleHHO CH/ie/ia Hafl CBOMM 3s10/IMKOM, a 3aTeM, C TPYZOM
TIOJHSIBIIINCh, yCTajsio To0Opesia B Tielllepy, OCTaBUB Ha 3emsie HEeTPOHYTYHO
MITUUKY.



['maBa IV

Otoli Houbto OrHerpuMB YC/bIIIAA BO CHE UbH-TO THUXHe Iaru. B
c/leyrolee MrHOBEHHE U3 Jieca BhIIIJIa TeCTpast KOIIKa, ee Jo0pbie 30/I0TUCThIe
I71a3a CBepKa/u B TeMHOTe. Kak Bcerfa, ripu Buje Ilectponuctoi y OrHerpusa
TOCK/IMBO CXasloch cepate. OH 70 CUX TOp He MOT CMUPHUTBCS CO CMEPThIO
CTapoM 1jemTenbHULIBI. OH C HeTeprieHreM MOTSIHY/ICS K [TecTporcTo, uTo0b!
TI03/I0pPOBaThCsl, HO BIIEpBble OHA He MOOILIA K HEMY, KaKk OOBbIUHO, W He
TIoTepJIach HOCOM O ero I1jeKy. BMecTo 3Toro oHa MoJ/iua MoOBepHY/ach ¥ roodpea
npoub. Huuero He moHuMaromiuii OrHErpyB CHadasja TIOIIe/ 3a Hel, MOTOM
nobexxasn. OH Heccs TI0 JieCcy, TPOMKO OKJ/IMKAasl CTapyl0 KOIIIKY, HO PacCTOsIHHE
MeXy HUMUA HUKaK He COKpaIllajoch, XoTs IlecTposrcTas He fiesiana MOMbITOK
yckoputhb Imar. OHa TpOCTO IIIeCTBOBaja BIIEpPeq, I/yXas K ero KpWKaMm H
MOJILOaM.

Bapyr 13-3a JiepeBa BBICKOUM/IA ellle oHa Kolka. OrHerpus y3Haa CHHIO
3Be31y, YBHUIEN y>Kac B ee ra3ax. OH IMOmbITaaCsS 00eXkaTb IpeBOJUTe/TbHUILLY,
0osick ymycTuTh W3 Buy IleCTpO/HCTYI0, HO W3 3apoCjel MarnopoTHHKA
Hariepepe3 eMy BbUIeTes] Besbln ¥ cimb ¢ HOTr. PacmpocTepiivch Ha 3emiie,
OrHerpuB yBH e/ TOpsIIMe I71a3a bypaHa, IISSIero Ha Hero 13-3a BeTOK.

BckounB Ha Horu, OTHETpUB CHOBA MYCTUJICS B TMOTOHIO 3a [TeCTpoIMCTOM.
VX TmO-TIpe)KHEMY pa3Jesisjio BCEro HECKOJIbKO JIMCbUX TPBDKKOB, O/IHAKO
[TecTponucTast TIpojio/Kaia YBEPEHHO WATH BIiepe/l, He 000pauMBasiCh Ha €ro
KPHKH, CJIOBHO Jla)ke He XOTe/la 3HaTh, KTO 30BeT ee. TeM BpeMeHeM Ha IyTH
OrHerpyBa CTalu TIOSBIATLCA JPyrHe BOWHBI [po3oBoro IiemMeHd. OH
OTIIPBITMBAJI B CTOPOHY, YBOPAUMBAJICs, O€)Kajl MUMO BCE HOBBIX M HOBBIX KOTOB,
a OHW KpuYaiu U 3Banu ero. OrHerpyuB He MOT pa300paTh HU C/I0Ba, HO rojoca
COTJIEMEHHUKOB CJIMBA/IMCh B €/IUHBIN HEBHATHBIN XOp — IJIauyIL[UH, CepAUTHIH,
yIPEeKarol[1i, MOJISIIUI 0 TToMOIIU. 1'0/10ca CTAaHOBU/IMCH BCe TPOMYE 1 TPOMUE,

U BCKOpe ero OTyasiHHble KDUKA YTOHYIM B 0O0IemM Tyie — BIpPOYEM,
[TecTponucTasi Bce paBHO He obpaiiiajia BHUMaHUSI Ha ero MPU3bIBbIL.
— OrHerpuB! — BbIpBaJICsi U3 Xopa 'PoMKuli rosnioc bypana. — Kucrtouka

u Jlo/lroXBOCT TOTOBBI BbICTyMaTh. [IpocHuck, OrHerpuB, OHU XAYT TeOs!
[TonycoHHbIN, OflypMaHeHHbIM KOIIIMAPOM, OH C TPYAOM IOTSHYJICS U TIOJHSIICS
Ha HOTHU.

— U-T0 THI CKazan? — BsisIo nepecnpocu oH. Crabbiii TpeipacCBeTHBIM
CyMpaK COYMJICSI CKBO3b BETBU Tielllepbl BOMHOB. PsiZloM € TMyCTOM MOACTUIKOMH,
Ha KOTOpo# Korja-To craji Kpytobok, crosi BypaH.



— Ilatpynb yxke xpet, — mosicHU1 oH. — Kpome Ttoro, Cunssa 3Be3za
XOTeJIa TIOTOBOPUTD C TOOOM MpeXkzie, ueM Thl Yi/Ielllb.

OrHerpvB $IPOCTHO TIOTPSIC TOJIOBOM, MPOTOHsISE OCTaTku cHa. OH ObLI
HamyraH OOBbIUHO, SIBISISICH BO cHe, IlecTponuctas Oblla C HUM Jaxke elle
nackoBee, uem mipu >ku3Hu. OHa Bcerjja mozbajpuBasa M YCIIOKaWBaia ero,
M03TOMY ee TIOBeJileHMe B CEerofHsIIHEeM KolliMape ObLI0 TIOXOKe Ha
HeOXXKU/IaHHBIA YKyC rafitoku. Heyskenu ObIBIIIasi 1je/IUTeTLHULIA OTBEPHYJ/IACh OT
Hero? Ho 3a uro?

OrHerpuB MpOTHY/ CIIMHY, TIOTSHYJ/ICS U TIOUYBCTBOBaJ, Kak JpOXaT ero
nans.l.

— Ilepemaii Kucrtouke u [lonroxBocTy, 4to $ TMpHAY, KakK TOJIBKO

YIIpaBIIrOCh!
OH Hauan mpoOUpaTbCs K BBIXOJy MUMO CIHSIIUX TOBapuiiled. Y CTeHbl
cnagko comnenu YepHoOypka u BenmocHexxka — TMocsie TOro, Kak UX KOTSATa

TIOKWUHYJIU [1eTCKYH0, KOPOJIeBbl BHOBb BEPHY/IUCh K BOMHCKOM YKU3HMU.

Ornerpus BbUIe3 Ha I0O/AsAHY. HecMOTps Ha TO UTO COJIHLIE ellje He YCIIesio
TIOJHSTHLCS 10 BepXyllieK /iepeBbeB, JeHb o0elasn ObITh OueHb KapKuM. 3eeHast
polla, PpacKUHYBLIAACA Ha BeplIMHe XO0/IMa, BbIVIA[e/Na I10-yTPeHHeMY
IPYMBETIMBO U HapsAHO. 3HAKOMble JieCHble 3amnaxu ycrokowau OrHerpusa,
TPEeBOXKHbIE KapTUHbI He/laBHEr0 CHOBUJIEHUs CTaiu OyiefiHeTb U TasTb B €ro0
TaMsiTH, U BCKOPe OH TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK OIMyCKaeTCsl B3/bIONIeHHasi IIepCTh Ha
3arpuBke. Ho cTomno emy cjiyyailHO B3IVIIHYTb B CTOPOHY MAarlOPOTHUKOB, B
KOTOPBIX KOIZa-To xua Ilecrponucras, Kak Ha cep/lie CHOBA IOTsKe1e10.

Kucrouka u [1o/roXBOCT »KJAaayd Iviallaras IIOCpeJyd IIO/siHbL. BeICcTpo
KUBHYB uM, OrHerpuB mnotrpycun B Teljepy CuHeit 3Be3nbl. 3auem
NpeJBOAUTe/IbHULIA JKejlaeT BUETb ero B TaKyl paHb? B03MOXHO, Xouer
MOPYYUTh eMy Kakoe-To ocoboe 3asaHue? Ho 3To o3Hauano Obl, uTo K
TpeJBOAUTe/IbHULIe BO3BpALL[atOTCS MPeXXHsAs BoJig U periimocTs! He B cusax
cAepXkarb cBoed pajoctv, OrHerpus Becesio OK/IMKHY1 CHHIOK 3Be3fy U3-3a
T10JI0Ta JINLLIAWHUKOB, 3aKPbIBABIIUX BX0/, B IeLepy.

— Bxoau! — mocibliancs B3BOTHOBAHHbBIN ro/I0C U3 IyOUHBI Telephl, 1
y OrHerpuBa ymnano cepzage. [Ipockosib3HYB BHYTpPb, OH YBHUZE/, Kak
NpeIBOAMTE/bHULIA BO30Y)KI€HHO MepsieT IaramMu cBoro Teljepy. OHa He
OCTaHOBW/IaCh Jaxe npu Buze OrHerpusBa, MO3TOMY IViallaTar0 IIPUIILIOCH
TIpUKaThCsi OOKOM K CTeHe, UTOObI He TIOTacTh el 1Moj HOTH.

— OrxerpuB! — Hayasia MpeBOJWTe/IbHULIA, He I/sAA Ha Hero. — MHe
HeoOXOZMMO YBUZIeTh BO CHe 3Be3fHOe TuieMs. $ JIO/DKHA OTIIPABUTHCS K
Jlynnomy KamHro!

JlynabiM KamHeM Ha3sbIBa/id CBepKalOL[Ui yTec, Jekaluil TnyboKo mop



3eMJield, Ha CKaJIMUCTOM IIJ1aTO, UYTO MPOCTUPA/IOCH PSLOM C 3eMJ/ISIMUA TLJIeMeHU
Betpa, B TOM CTOpPOHE, T7ie CaZiuI0Ch COJHLIE.

— Tbl xouewb uATM K BbicOKUM BanyHam?! — H3yMJIEHHO BOCK/IUKHYII
Oruerpus.

— MoskeT ObITb, Thl 3Haelllb Apyroi JIyHHbii KameHb? — pa3apakeHHO
orpei3Hynack CuHss 3Be3fja, He IlepecTaBasl pacxakuBarb M3 ymya B yroia. Ee
11aTy T'YJIKO OT3bIBA/IMCh B CTEHAX TeLephbl.

— Ho 370 ouenn paneko... Thl yBepeHa, UTo y TeOs XBaTUT CUI, —
riposienietasl OTHerpus.

— 1 mo/mKHA MOroBOpUTH CO 3Be3AHbIM IileMeHeM! — psiBKHysMa CUHSA
3Be3za. BHe3arnHO OCTaHOBUBIIMCH, OHA IPUCTAIBHO IIOCMOTpe/ia Ha CBOEro
rnaiiarasi: — 51 xouy, yToObI Thl COTIPOBOXK/[AT MeHs1!

— Koro ertie Tbl BO3bMelilb € C060#? — cripocust OTHerpuB.

— Hukoro! — xmypo OypkHysna ripeBoauTenbHUla. OTHErpyUB B3APOTHY/.
Ero cmymana mpauHas pemiiMocTtb CrHed 3Be3fpl. EMy He HpaBW/ICSA TOH,
KOTOpPbIM OHa rOBOpW/a O IpeACTOosIieM IyTelleCTBUU, — 3TO 3By4Yaso Tak,
Oyzaro oT roxoza K Beicokum BanyHam 3aBrcena Bcs ee »xxu3Hb! Kpome Toro, oHa
He >keflasia bpaTb ¢ co00M HUKOTO, KpOMe Hero.

— He onacHo /i1 nyTeleCcTBOBaTh BABOEM? — OCMEeJIU/ICS CIIPOCUTD OH.

Cunsis 3Be3/ia OKaTU/Ia ero JiefIsiHbIM B3IJISIZIOM CBOMX IOMyObIX I71a3 U, CyX0
TI0/>KaB I'y0bl, TIPOIIIUIIeNna:

— Xouelllb B3STh ellle Koro-to? 3auem 3T10?! B ra3ax ee mpomesibKHYJ/IO
OTKpOBeHHOe HejoBepue, U1 OrsHerpus 1oxosiozea OoT crpaxa. EMy mpuiiiocs
coOpark Bce CUJIbI, YTOOBI T0JI0C MPO3BYyYas POBHO U CIIOKOMHO.

— 3arem, 4TO I10 JOpOre Ha HAC MOI'YT HAMacThb.

— Torga Tbl 3alUTULIL MeHsI! — ejle IBIIHO IpOLIUIIesa
rpejBoAuTe/IbHULA. — [la Ui HeT?

— $1 oTmam >xu3Hb 3a Tebss, — yrptomMo rnoobeijan OrHerpuB. OH MOT Kak
YrOAHO OTHOCUTbCA K moBefeHut0 CuHell 3Be3ibl, HO OHa Obula ero
TIpeJIBOJUTE/IbHULIEN, U HUUTO He MOIJIO MOKosie0aTh ero nmpefjaHHOCTU. Buanumo,
ero oreBeT ycrnokow1 CHUHIOK 3Be3[y, MOCKO/JBbKY OHa MoJiya ycesach Iepef
CBOUM T7IalllaTaeM U ejie C/bIIIHO MpobopMoTaria:

— Xoporo. OrHerpus 3alyMUUBO CKJIOHWUJI TOJIOBY K I1/Ievy.

— Tl momymana 06 yrpose co CTOpPOHBI TuieMeHUW BeTpa U miemeHU
TeHel? — HeyBepeHHO CIIPOCU/I OH. — ThbI TOJIBKO BUepa mpejyrpex/ana MeHs
0 HeoOXOAMMOCTH OXpaHATh jarepb! — CuHsisi 3Be3fa MeZJieHHO KUBHY/A, U
OrHerpuB, NMPUOOOAPUBIINCEH, MPOAO/KaI: — Kpome Toro, ytobbl 0OpaThCs /10
Bricokux BanyHOB, HaMm npueTcst CTYIIUTh Ha 3eMJId TyileMeHU Betpa!

CuHsas 3Be3za BCKOUWIA.



— $ po/bKHa TMOroBOpPUTH CO 3Be3[HBIM IjleMeHeM! — pSBKHY/Aa OHa,
ToJHUMas IbIOOM I1IepCTh Ha 3arpuBKe. — [louemMy Thl BCe BpeMsl ITbITAellbCsl
OTroBOpPUThH MeHA?! VK Thl WUJelh CO MHOM, WM S TIONAY OfiHa, SICHO Tebe?!
OrHerpyvB IIOCMOTpe/]l Ha CBOK TIpPeJBOAUTE/IbHHLLY, INTOHMMas, UTO OHa He
OCTaBJ/IsieT emMy Bbibopa.

— $1 mouay, — KWBHYJI OH.

— Xoporto! — cHoBa cka3zazna CuHsis 3Be3/ia, Ha 3TOT pa3 uyTh OoJiee
MATKOo. — HaM Hy»KHBI OyyT TpaBbl ITyTHUKOB, UTOOBI TI0/|ZIep>KUBATh CUJIbI BO
Bpems myTemiectBusi. CxoxKy moroBopio co Illep6aroii!

— C >TUMU C/IOBaMM OHA M HarlpaBU/ach K BbIXOAY MUMO OrHerpuaa.

— Pa3Be MbI BBIXO/IUM TIPSIMO Ceituac? — Gpocuit et Beiess OrHerpus.

— a! — He ocTaHaB/MBasACh, KpUKHy/Ia CuHss 3Be3ga. OrHerpuB Mosya
BbL/Ie3 U3 Melephl.

— Ho s cobuparncs moBecTy yTpeHHU MaTpy/ib! — HeyBepeHHO HAalIOMHUT
OH MpeJBOAUTE/IbHULIE.

— 3HAuMT, OH OTIpaBUTCs 6e3 Tebsi! — oTMaxHy/Iach OHa.

— JlagHo...

Ornerpus mnpoBoaus B3msgoM CHHIOIO 3Be3ny, YAa/SIOLIYyI0CAd B CTOPOHY
TOJITHKY, T7le JKWia LieJuTe/bHUIla, a TI0TOM HeyBepeHHO mobpen K
oxygawlleMy ero narpyaro. OH elle wusjaneka yBuzesa, 4to [onroxsocT
JonroxBocT pacxakvBaeT B3aj-BIlepe IO IOJIiHe, HeTepreuBO pa3MaxuBasi
XBOCTOM, a HeBO3MYyTHMasi KHCTOUKa CITOKOMHO JIEJKUT Ha >KUBOTE W, PUKPHIB
I/1a3a, [JISAUT B er0 CTOPOHY.

— B uem feno? — Habpocuscs Ha Hero ¢ paccnpocamu J10AroxBocT. —
3auem Cunelt 3Be3zie moHagobuack I]epbaras?! OHa uTto, 3abosena?

— OmHa nouwia 3a TpaBaMu MYTHUKOB, — T0siCHUA OrHerpuB. — CuHss
3Be3a XoueT BO3HECTM CBOM CHbI K 3Be3JHOMY IUleMeHH. Mbl celyac
oTripas/sgeMcs K JIyHHoMy KamHro.

— IlyTh HeOMM3KMM, — 3aMeTwWsia KrcTouka, MeieHHO TOJAHUMAsiCh. —
Crout s puckoBath? CuHsAs 3Be3ja ellle [0 KOHLIA He OmpaBuiachb OT PaH,
HaHeCEeHHBIX el B rocjeiHel OuUTBe, — AobaBW/a OHa, CTapaTeabHO u30erast
yIoMUHaHUs1 iMeHn KorTsi, HaHeCllero 3Ty paHsbl.

— OHa ckasaza MHe, YyTO 3Be3JHOe IUlemMsl [PU3bIBaeT ee, — B3J0XHYJI
Oruerpus.

— A KTO ellle MOW/IeT C BaMU? — MOUHTEPeCcoBasics 10/roXBOCT.

— HukTo. MBI MeM BABOEM.

— Ecm xouelns, s IOKy ¢ BaMu, — Npeioxkuia Kucrouka.

— OrHerpuB Mo/ua ToKadaja rojioBoid, v [1oaroxBoCT orlepusn 3yObl B
SI3BUTE/TbHOW YCMEIIIKE.



— [ymaelliib, Cymeelllb CIIpaBUTbCS B OAUHOUKY?! — mporiuries oH. — Tbl
XOTb U I71allatau, Ho 0 Kortst Tebe maneko!

— W 510 mpekpacHo! — pa3mancs c3agu HU3KWKM rosioc bypaHa, u
OrHerpus c ob6ierueHreM MIOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY.

BuiMo, Genblii BOMH CJIbIIIA/T BeCh pa3roBOP, MOCKOIBKY MPOJOJIKUM: —
Eciu Cunsis 3Be3a 1 OrHerpuB OTIpaBaTCst 6e3 COnpoBoXK/AeHUs, y HUX Oyzer
Oonbllle  IIAHCOB  OCTaThbCsl ~ He3aMeueHHbIMHM.  Pasymeercsi,  BCSIKHMM
MyTelllecTByIOIMA K BbiCOKMM BanyHam To/ib3yeTcsi MpaBoM 0e30macHOro
Mpoxojia uepe3 UyKyrH TeppUTOPUIO, HO Jiyullle He JaBaTh I[ieMeHU Betpa
1I0BO/Ia OOBMHUTL HAaC B TOM, UTO MbI ITOCHIZIaéM BOEHHBIE SKCIEAWIMH Ha MX
3eMJIN.

Bpemsi ceilluac HeCrnoKoWHOe, camu 3HaeTe. KucCTouka moOHMUMaroILe
KMBHYJa, a /[lo/Ir0XBOCT BbI3bIBarOIe OTBEPHYJICS. OTHErpuB, UyTh IPUKDBIB
r7a3a, ¢ 6rarogapHoCTbIO MocMoTpen Ha bypaHa.

— Illepbarass! — TmOC/ABIIIANCS CO CTOPOHBI TIEIIephbl I1[eIUTe/TbHULIbI
HeTeprie/MBbIM KpUK CriHeu 3Be3/bl.
— W1 K HeW, — TUXO CKa3aa bypaH, U mo TOMy, KaKk B3BOJIHOBaHHO

TIPO3ByyYas ero rosioc, OTHerpuB [10Ta1ajcsi, UTO OeI0CHE)KHBIM BOWH B TIOJTHOM
Mepe pasfessieT ero OraceHuss OTHOCUTE/NIbHO [JYIIeBHOTO  3J0POBbS
rpeJBOAUTe/bHULILI. — I caM TOBe/ly MaTpPy/lb W OPraHU3yH) OXOTHUYBH
KOoMaH/ibl! — y>ke TpoMue 00bsiBU BypaH.

— Cnacubo tebe! — nobnarogapun OrHerpuB U, MOUTHUTENBHO CK/IOHUB
TOJIOBY, IOHECCS yepe3 MOJIsHY K Teljepe LeJUTeTbHULbI.

— TIlonarato, Tebe ToXKe HYXHbI TpaBbl MyTHUKOB? — TMpOBOpUasa
[IlepbaTtasi, korna OrHerpuB BBICKOUW/ U3 TAMOPOTHUKOB. CTapyxa CIOKOWHO
cuziena Ha nonsiHe, a CuHsist 3Be3/1a, MOTPy’KeHHasi B CBOU MbIC/IU, BO30Y>X/IeHHO
XOZusia B3a/i-Briepe]; MUMO ee Tielephl.

— [la, noxkanyricta! — nonpocun OTHerpus.

— W3 pacujenuHel CcKanbl, TpuxpambiBasi, Bbule3na [lementomka u
nojbexkana K  Le/UTeNbHUIlE, [JaXe He  OCTAHOBUBIIUChH,  UYTOOBI
TIOTNIPUBETCTBOBATH CBOETO IJ1alliaras.

— Kotopast u3 HUX pomallka? — LIeroTOM CIIPOCU/Ia OHA, HAKJIOHSACh K
PBaHOMY YXy CTapyXH.

— Ilopa 6bI ¥ caMoii 3HaTb! — eJIKO TIpoIUIIeia e/IUTe/IbHHULIA.

— 1 mymaro, uTO 3Har0, HO He yBepeHa! §1 mpocTo Xouy yOeguThCs, —
CMYILIeHHO MoBesia yikamu [lemnesntoriika.

[Tpe3putenbHO (BIPKHYB, CTapyXa TsbKeso ToJHsIach Ha HOTY U mobperia K
CKase, BO37ie KOTOPOU ObLTM pa3/ioykKeHbl KyuKaMy pa3Hbie TPaBbl.

OrnerpuB mnocmotrpen Ha CuHioro 3Be3sy. OHa yxe TIpeKparwia



pacxakxvBaThb U Telepb, 3aJpaB TOJIOBYy, CMOTpeia B He0O, C OMaCKOii
TIPUHIOXUBAsICh. OTHErpUB TUXOHBKO Tioiies ciaeom 3a Lllepbaroii.

— Powmaiiika He BXOAUT B COOp [I/isl TyTHUKOB, — €Jie CJIBILITHO TPOIIerTal
OH.

— CuHel1 3Be3/ie HY)KHbI TPaBbl He TOJIBKO [I/I1 YKPeIUIeHUs Tesa, HO U [IJIs
YCIIOKOEHHs [Iyllld, — MHOTO3HauuTe/bHO Tipulilypuiack lllepbaras u, rpo3HO
rnocmotpeB Ha llemestouiky, mnpouurena: — YecTHO roBops, s Hajesiach
n00aBUTh POMAILIKY, He oroBelijasi 06 3ToM Bech Jjiareph! — CBoeil Tskenoi
JIaroy OHa pa3/pakeHHO TKHYJ/Ia B OZIHY U3 Kyuek: — Bot oHa!

— KoneuHno! — kpotko kuBHy:1a [leresnrorika. — Terneps s BCIIOMHUIIA.

— Bbin0 ObI syuliie, ecid ObI Thl He 3a0biBasial — oTpe3asna cTapyxa. —
LlesMTesibHMLIA HE UMeeT IpaBa TPaTUTh BpeMs Ha COMHeHus1! HanpaBsb Bce cBOU
CWIbl Ha JleHb CerofHsIHWN, W TyCTb He TpeBOXKaT Tebsi TpuU3paku MAHS
BuepaiiiHero. Ha Tebe nexxut monr mepeq ruiemMeHeM! IlepectaHb MeTaThCsl U
TIPUMHU CBOIO CyIb0Y!

OrHerpuBy CTasio Ka/ib MaJleHbKYI0 yueHHLly. OH MOMbITa/iCA NOUMaTh ee
B34, HO Ilememoiika, [gaxe He T[IOCMOTpeB Ha Hero, 3aHslach
nipuroToByieHueM cbopa. OHa akKypaTHO oTrpe0asia jiariaMyd TIOHEMHOXKKY TpPaB
13 KaXK/I0M KUKy U TIofi CypoBbiM B3opoM IlepbaToii cMmeliiiBaia UX BMecTe.

Cunsisi 3Be3/ja TeM BpeMeHeM BHOBb Hauasia 0eCroKOMHO MepUTh Illaramu
TIOJISIHY.

— Eme He rotroBo? — pa3fpakeHHO OK/IMKHY/a OHa l{e/IUTe/IbHULI.
OrHerpuB MOCMeIHO MPUOIN3UIICS K Tpe/IBOIUTEe/TbHULIE.

— IlouTtu roroBo, — cKasasn oH. — He TpeBOXbCS, CerofHs elje 0 3aKkara
MbI OyzieM y Bricokux BanmyHOB.

Cunsiga 3Be3fa yTBepAuTe/bHO OIycTyhia Bekd. Bckope Ilenmesnroiika,
CU/ILHO TIpUIlafiasd Ha U3yBEUYEHHYIO JIalKy, IOZOLLIa K HUM, Jepka B IacTh
OXariky TpaBsbl.

— OT0 TBOM, — COO00IIM/Ia OHAa, Kaazs coop mog Horu CuHelt 3Be3ge. — A
TBOU — TaM! — OHa KMBHYJIa TOJIOBOW, yKa3biBasi OrHerpyrBy Ha CKasy.

OrHerpvB BCe ellle My4YMUTebHO IJIOTaq C/AFOHY, CTapasch W30aBUTHCS OT
efKor ropeud BO pTy, a CuHss 3Be3ja yke HarpaBWIach K BbIXOZY, KMBKOM
BeJIeB eMy CJ/ie[ioBaTh 3a co0oil. TemM BpeMeHeM Jiarepb y»Ke MPOCHYJICS, BCIOAY
KWTlesia TMpUBBbIUHAS yTpeHHsisi cyeTa. CuHeryia3ka, BbIOpaBIIMCH U3 [I@TCKOM,
COHHO IIypUiach Ha sIpKOe COJHIIE, a o/ MoBajieHHbIM Ay0oM KpsixTes JIOCKyT,
C TPYZOM pacrpaB/sisi crapble jarnbl. O6a ¢ J/H0OOMBITCTBOM TTOKOCHIUCH Ha
NpeJBOAUTE/IbHULYY WM [Vlallarasgs U TYT »Ke BepHY/IUMCb K CBOWM YTPEHHUM
3aboTam.

— IlpuBet! IIpu 3Byke 3Hakomoro rosioca y OrHerpvBa yrajo cepfLie.



Benbii Beikapabkasicsi U3 CBOel melilepbl U 3aMep y Bbixofia. Ero anuHHas Genast
IIepCTh CBasiiaCh BO CHE U Telepb CTos/la JbI00OM — BUHO, MaslbIlll ellje He
ycriesi mpyuBecTy cebsi B TIOPSIZIOK.

— Kyga 510 BBI? A MHe C BamMu MOXHO? OrHerpMB Ha MIHOBEHUE
3a/iepyKajicsl y BBIXO[a.

— Pa3Be Tebe He HY)XHO OTIIPaBIATBCS Ha TMOWMCKU TOMyOSI? — CTPOrO
CITIPOCHJI OH.
— Ilopgoxzet, He Benuka nrTuLja! — ormaxHysics beneinl. — Kpome Toro,

ero HaBepHsKA /IaBHbIM-/IaBHO yTallli/a Kakas-Hubyab rosiogHasi coBa! T1o3Bob
MHe T[IOMTH C BaMH, HY, TTo)Kanyrcra!

— CoOBbI He MUTAaKTCSI MEPTBEUMHOU! — CyXO HArlOMHHW/I OPY>KeHOCLY
OrHerpuB. 3aMeTUB BblIe3aroll|ero 13 reiiepbl BeTporoHa, OH rpOMKO KpUKHYJI
eMy uepe3 BCIO TIONsiHY: — BeTporoH, Thl He Bo3bMelllb ¢ cob6oii Benbiiia
IOOXOTUTBHCA? — B I1a3ax BOUHa MPOCKO/Ib3HY/IO IBHOE HeyI0BO/IbCTBHE, HO OH
KUCJIO KUBHYJI TOJIOBOM, [laBasi TMOHSTb, YTO cornaceH. OrHerpuB IpeKpacHO
TIOMHH/I, C KaKOM pa/loCThl0 HakaHyHe BeTporoH oTrpaBuics JIOBUTH OesoK C
Llaparnkoii, ¥ TIOHs/I, YTO BOWH Hefomto0nuBaeT benbiina. [Tosoka nary Ha
cepanie, OrHerpyUB He MOT' OCYXKJaTb ero 3a 3To. Ero camoro Bce 0osiblile u
Oosibllle pa3fpakano TOBe/leHHWe IOHOTO OpY)KeHOoclja. besbilll BceM CBOUM
BU/IOM [IeMOHCTPMpPOBaJI IIOJIHOE PpAaBHOAYILIME K BOWHCKOMY 3aKOHY U He
Tpuiarajl HUKAaKUX YCUIUM K TOMY, UTOOBI 3ac/y>KUTh YBakeHHEe BOWHOB
IJIeMeHMU.

— OT0 HeueCTHO! — 3axHbIKaj besbiiin. — f Buepa yxe oxotuscs! MoxkHO
MHe TTOWMTH C BaMU?

— Her. {1 xouy, uTOOBI CcerosiHsi Thl OXOTW/ICS C BeTporoHom, — oTpe3an
OrHerpuvB U, He [AOXHZASICb HOBBIX BO3DaXeHWM OPYKEHOCL|a, TpPBITHY/I B
TartlOpOTHUKMU.



I'naBsaV

OH fJorHan TpeABOAUTE/IbHULYY TOJBKO Ha BepIIMHE XO0JIMa, KOrJa OHa
OCTaHOBWJIACh MOHIOXATh BO3AYX Mepe] TeM, Kak BOMTH B Jjiec. [IpucMoTpeBLIMCh
K mpeaBoauTenbHUlle, OTHerpuB C obsierueHreM yBH7e/, YTO, OUYTUBIIUCH 3a
Tipefie/iaMy Jjiarepsi, OHa BBLITJIAUT ropasfio 0Oosee CrOKOWHOW U yBepeHHOM.
HacTtopokeHHO npuHIOXMBasicb, CuHsIs 3Be3/ia HarpaBuach K rpaHuie PeuHoro
TIJIeMeHHU.

OrHerpvB yauB/IEHHO MOCMOTpe/ Ha Hee, He TMOHUMasi, 3aueM UATH Oosee
JJIMHHBIM TyTeM, HO CIIOPUTb He pellwicsa. MoxeT ObITh, KOTAA OHU MOUAYT
B/IO/Tb PEKH, eMY YZaCTCsl XOTs1 Obl u3zianu yBueTbh Kpytoboka?

Beimie Harpetbix KamHell HaurMHaniack rpaHuija PeuHoro rijiemeHu, U KOThI
JBUHYJIMCh BJOJb Hee BBepX, C/eAysl MO MeTKaM. [eriblii BeTepOK JOHOCHI
3arax Bepecka, IL[BeTylllero Ha MyCTolIM. BHHU3y, 3a MarnopOTHUKOBBIMHU
3apoc/isiMy, C IymoM Oeskasia Bojja. OTHerpyB BBITSIHY/ 111€10 U YBU/eJT BHU3Y, Y
TIOJJHOXKHWSI JlepeBbeB, CBEPKAIOLyl0 Ha COJIHLEe IVagb peKU. BBICOKO Haf, ero
TOJIOBOM CBETU/IMCH 3€/IeHbI0 JINCThS, BCIIBIXMBAsi Ha KpasiX, TaM, I7le COTHeUHble
JIyud TIDOH3a/d KPY>KeBHOU 1aTep Jjieca. [lake 371ech, B TeHU, ObLIO O4YeHb
»kapko. OrHerpvB BIe€pBbIe TOKasej, UTO HE MOXKET HBIDHYTb B BOAY, Kak
PeuHOl KOT, ¥ XOTb HEMHOT'O OCTYJUThCSI.

Cunsisi 3Be3/ia Gexkasia Briepeiv, He 3amMe/I/sisl I1ara. Yl ee HaCTOPOYKeHHO
B3/lparviBajid, XBOCT BOWHCTBEHHO Topuaj BBepxX. Bckope peka IOBepHy/a
BryOb Tepputopuu PeuHoro miemenu, a CuHsis 3Be3za Molia TIPSIMO, TI0
MeTKaM, MPOJIOKeHHBIM B/O/Ib TPAHULIbI MeXJy 3eM/IsIMA PeuHbix U ['po30BBIX
kK0oTOB. OTHerpuB MoC/ae/l0Baj 3a Hel, MPO/0/Kasi HACTOPOXKEHHO BIVISIAbIBATHCS
B HEBUJVMYIO TpaHULly, BHIMCKWBAsi B T'yCTOM JieCy cCJiefibl MaTtpy/isi PeuHoro
rieMeHd. [lyiiia ero pa3pbiBajiaCb MeXJy CTpaxoM ObITh OOHapy>XeHHbIMU U
)KeJlaHMeM BO YTO Obl TO HU CTasi0 YBUJETh cTaporo Apyra. OH He XOTes Jjaxke
AyMaTb O TOM, uTo OyzeT, ec/u COCe[CKUN Marpy/ib OOHApYXUT WX 37eCh.
CoBceM HeJaBHO OHU C PeuHbIM MyleMeHeM e/iBa He BCTYNWIM B BOMHY 3a
CepeOpsIHKUHBIX KOTST, W Jiullb peiiileHue KpyToboka oTzaath feTeii Ha
BOCTIUTaHUeE B T/IeMs UX MaTepU TMpejoTBpaTUio OUTRBY.

Bue3anHo CuHsii 3Be3jla OCTaHOBW/ACh, 3alpOKWHYy/la TOJOBy W
TIPUOTKPBI/IA POT, UTOOBI JIyullle pacripoboBaTh 3arnax. B ciiefytoiijee MrHOBeHHe
OHa mpumnasa K 3emsie, U OrHerpuB, TMOJHOCTbIO [OBepsii WHCTUHKTY
TIpeIBOUTE/IbHULIbI, TIOC/TYIIIHO LIIEMHY/ICS B OvbKalilive 3apoc/iv KparuBhbl.

— Bowunbl PeuHoro myiemeHu, — efie c/bIIHO npoiienTana CuHss 3Be3za.



Tenepp OrHerpyMB MU caM TMOYYSJ NPUCYTCTBUEe cocefiei. IllepcTs y Hero Ha
3arpvBKe BCTasa /bIO0OM, KOT/a 3arax yCUIWICA. Me/jieHHO TIPUTIOIHSIB TOJIOBY,
OrHerpuB c 6ellleHO KOJIOTSIIUMCS CepAlieM YCTaBWICS CKBO3b BETBU, HaZlesiCh
YBUJleTb 3HAKOMbIM CWIy3T. Kpaem r7nasa oH 3ametws, uto U Cunssa 3Be3[a,
BbITapallvB IJla3a, MyUYUTe/bHO BIVIAAbIBAeTCSI CKBO3b 3apociv. OHa Jplllasna
TaK THUXO, UTO OOKa ee MOUTH He I1IeBeWINCh. Heyxxenmu Toxe HajieeTcsl YyBUJETh
KpyTtoboka? i1 Kakoro-To pyroro BouHa PeuHoro riiemenu? U He roTomy iu
oHa u3bpasia UMEeHHO 3TOT, Oosiee JJIMHHBINA My Th?

OrHerpuB Mofi03peBas, YTo Jei0 TYT BOBce He B KpyToOoke, Bein elile
HakaHyHe TIpe/IBOAUTEe/IbHULIA [la)ke He TIOMHW/Ia O TOM, UTO Cepbli BOWH
HaBcerga IMokuHya I'posoBoe mems! Kpome Toro, oH BUzes, 4To C HeJaBHUX
rop CuHss 3Be3za Le/IMKOM YIla B CBOU MBICJIA U TIOUTH He UHTepeCcoBasach
YKU3HBIO COOCTBEHHBIX BOMHOB. U BAPYT ero cioBHO yaapuino — Cunss 3Be3/a
YILeT CBOMX JleTelt! [IBoe ee KOTAT BBIPOC/IU 3a PEKOU U CTa/lM BOUHaMU PeuHoro
rieMeHr! MHOro-MHoro yiyH ToMy Hasaz Cunsis 3Be3ja otjasa JeTel ux OTLy,
¥ OHM BBIPOC/IM, He 3Has CBOel HacTosued marepu. OHa HUKOrJa UX He
3abbiBasla, HO Jivilb OfAuH OrHerpuB ObUI TIOCBSIIIEH B MpauyHYyI TalHY
nipeBouTe/IbHULIBI [po30Boro riemMenu. CoMHeHUM 0Oosbliie He 0CTaBaJoCh —
Cunss 3Be3za viletr Kamus u HeBuaumky.

Mexay nepeBbeB MeJIbKHY/ K/OUOK TSITHUCTOM Oypoii 1epctd, U y
OrHerprBa pa3ouapOBaHHO eKHY/0 cepjte. OTo O0bi1 He KpyTobok u maxe He
ogvH u3 feterr CuHer 3Be3gpl. CMyTHO 3HAaKOMBIM 3amax MOATBEepPAU/ AOrajKy
OrnerpriBa — BeTBM CKpbIBa/u OLie/10TKY, Iv1auartasi PeyHoro njiemMeHu.

OrnerpuB nokocwics Ha Cunioro 3Be3ny. OHa CTosiia, BBITSHYB 1€, U C
TOCKOM BCMarpuBajach B 3apocjd. TeM BpeMeHeM LIOPOX MarlOPOTHUKOB
coobumn o ToMm, uro Otlenorka mnpubmkaercs. OrHerpMB UYacTO-4acTo
sagpiman. Yro Oyzet, eciu ta yBuguT Cunioro 3Be3ny? Y OrHerpuBa KpOBb
3acTyyasia B yllax, OH BeChb Harpsrcsi U BbIpa3uTebHO MOCMOTpesn Ha CHUHIOK
3Be31y, 6e3MO/IBHO yMOJIsisi ee CripsTatbes. Ho, BUiMMO, Mpe/iBoAUTeTbHULIA BCE
elje He OCTaB/s/Ia HaJeXAbl YBUJETb CBOUX [leTel, KOTOpble DPOAUIUCH
He3a/l0/Ir0 /10 TOro, Kak OHa CTasa IvaumaraeM ['po3oBoro memeHu. B 1o Bpems
yectomobure U (haHaTUUHAsK TIPeZIAHHOCTb CBOEMY T/IEMeHU 3aCTaBW/IN MPUHSTh
crpaiiHoe perieHre. CuHsAsS 3Be3Zla OTKasajach OT COOCTBEHHBIX JeTer U
oTHecsna ux B PeuHoe miemsi. Camblii Ma/leHbKAKW KOTEHOK He BbIHEC [I0JITOr0
MyTeIlleCTBUS U YMep, a ABOe OCTaBIIMXCSA CTanu PeunbiMu BouHamu. OrHerpuB
MYUWTE/bHO CMODIIU/ICS, BCIIOMHMB, C Kakoii 00/ibl0 TIpeBOJUTe/IbHUL]A
rOBOpHJ/Ia O CBOEM TPeTheM MaJlbllLle.

[ITopox naropoTHUKOB CTasl elje rpomye, 1 OrHerpus 3araui Abixanue. OH
ycoabian, Kak OLesoTka OCTaHOBW/IACh, BHUJWMMO, TOYYSIB UTO-TO HeJaJHOe.



bpocuB otuasiHHbIY B35, HA CHHIOIO 3Be3/ly, OH XOTe/ y>Ke MoJaTh el CUrHajl
KOHUYMKOM XBOCTQ, HO B TMOCJI€JHUM MWI TIpeJBOAUTETbHULIA BADPYT HAK/IOHW/IA
rOJIOBY U MpOLLIenTasaa eMy B caMoe yXO:

— Ilomuwm orcroga! Byzer nyuiie, eciv Mbl OTOWZEM TOJaJiblie Ha CBOKO
Tepputoprto. OrHerpyB C oOsierueHWeM TMepeBesl  AyX, I/ISAs, Kak
rpeBOAUTE/IbHULIA Hayajla MeJJIeHHO OTIo/3aTh Hasaz. llpwkaB yumwm K
3aTbUIKY, [TIOUTU KacCasiChb )KMBOTOM 3€MJIU, OH TOMSATUJICS OT TIOrPaHUYHBIX METOK
BITyOb TeppuTopuu ['po30BOTro 1IeMeHH.

— Jrta OuesoTka Tak TOIOYET, UTO ee, HaBepHsSKa, CJIbIIIHO B IJIEMeHU
Tenen! — enko 3amerusa CuHss 3Be3fja, KOrja OHU OTOLLIM Ha [OCTaTOYHOe
pacCcTosiHhe OT rpaHulibl. OrHerpuB M3yMJIEHHO MOLIeBeu1 ycamu. Heyxenu
Cunsisi 3Be3fia 3abblia, HACKO/IBKO OTMACHO TMPUOMMKATbCs K TpaHUIle TI/IeMeH,
0CcoOeHHO B TaKOe HermpoCToe BpeMmsi?

— OHa Heruioxasi BOUTeJIbHUIIA, HO CJTUIIIKOM YBJieKaeTcsi U 3abbiBaeT 00
OCTOPOXXHOCTU! — HeBO3MYyTUMO Mpogokana Cunsisa 3Be3na. — Bor u ceityac
ee Topa3no Oosbllle WHTEpecoBan KPOJWK, CHJSIIUNA MPOTUB BeTpa, a He
Bpa)KeCKHe BOWHBI, IPUTAUBIIXECS HA CaMOU rpaHuiie!

— Be33ab0THOE HacTpoeHUe MpeABOAUTETLHULIBI He3aMeTHO Tepeiaioch U
OruerpuBy. Tenepp OH W CaM BCIIOMHWJ/I, YTO BETEPOK HeC B KX CTOPOHY
OTUeT/IMBbIN KPOJMUWN 3arax, HO TOr/la OH TakK 6o0sizicsi ObITb 0OHApYKEeHHBIM,
YyTO He 0OpaTH/I HUKAKOTO BHUMaHUS Ha 100bIUY.

— DTO HallOMUHAeT MHe TO BpeMsl, Korja s Obljla TBOel HacTaBHULeH, —
JIOBOJIbHO Tipoypuasia CuHssi 3Be3fa, yriybmnssick B MecTpble OT COTHEUHBIX
nisiTeH 3apocu. OrHerpuB OPOCUICS BIOTOHKY.

— MHe TOXe, — OTBeTU/I OH Y 3aKMYPWJICSA OT YAOBOJIbCTBUS, BCIIOMHHUB
repBbIM Ce30H 3esieHbIX JIMCThEB, KOTOPBIM OH MOpoOBea B Jecy. Torga OH
BITEpBbIe OTKPBLUT /11 Cce0sl paJloCTh OXOThl U TOPZAOCTb MPUHAJIEXKHOCTA K
['po30BOMY I/1IEMEHH.

— Tb1 O6bIcTpO yumics. $1 caenana OT/IMYHBIM BbIOOp, TIpUIIacuB Tebs B
Halle riemMsi, — TipobopmoTana CuHsisi 3Be3ja, OIVIsbIBasCb Ha HEro uepe3
rieqyo. OTrHErpUB CMYILEHHO MOTYIWICS, YBH/EB, C KakOM TOpPAOCTbIO OHa
CMOTPUT Ha Hero.

— Hame nnemsi ctonbkum o6sizaHo Tebe, — Tmipojo/mkana CuHss
3Be3na. — Thl U3rHaa XBOCTOJIOMA U3 TyIeMeHu TeHew, Thl NpyBen niemMs Betpa
W3 M3rHaHud, Tbl TIOMOr PeuHbIM KOTaMm, KOrga OHW CTpajaidi BO BpeMs

HaBOJIHEHUs, U Thl criac Haiile 1iemMsi oT Kortsi! — OrHerpuB Obl CMYIIIEH ee
HeyMepeHHOW TI0XBa/ioM, HO, OKa3blBaeTCsi, IpeABOJUTE/IbHULIA ellje He
3aKOHUW/Ia: — B HallleM TuieMeHM HeT HMKOro, paBHOro Tebe! Thl camblii

CIipaBe//IUBbIM, CaMblil MIPe/laHHbIN, CaMbIA CMeJIbli, CaMBbIH. . .



Y OrnerpuiBa faxe 11epCThb Ha CIIUHE 3allleBe/n/iach.
— Onomauck, Cunsst 3Be3aa! Uto el ropopuilis! JIroO6oi BouH ['po3oBoro

TJIeMeHU He MeHbIlle MeHs UTUT BOMHCKUM 3aKOH, — HeyBepPeHHO HarOMHWII
oH. — JIoboii ToKepTByeT >KW3HbIO, 3aluilas Tebs U Haie riemsi. CUHSS
3Be3/1a 0CTaHOBU/IAaCh M Pe3KO MOBEPHYJ/IACh K CBOEMY IvialllaTaro.

— Tbl eIUHCTBEHHBIN, KTO OCMEU/ICS BLICTYNUTh NpoTHB Kortsi! — cyxo
HarlOMHWJIa OHa.

— IloTtomy uTO s eAUHCTBEHHBIM 3Han 00 ybutlictBe fIpoxBocTa! — pe3ko

Bo3pa3u/ oH. Eije Gyayun MaseHbKHMM opy)keHoclieM, OTHerpuB y3Hasl O TOM,
yTOo KOroTth MoBUHEH B CMepTy BepHOro maiiaras ['po3osoro nsiemeHu. Ho oH
He MOI Jj0KasaTb BUHY HOBOIO IviallaTtas [0 Tex Iop, Moka Korore cam He
oOHapy>KW/1 CBOe MCTUHHOE /M0, BO3IVIaBUB IIaliKy OpoAsSurMx KOTOB W
OpraHu30BaB HaraJieHre Ha COOCTBEHHbIH j1arepk.

— Kpyrtobok Toxe 3Hanm! — mnaza CuHell 3Be3fbl Herofyroie
CBepKHy/U. — Ho 3a1uTia MeHs TOIBKO Thl!

OrHerpyB He HallejCsl, YTO OTBeTUTb, U OTBeJ I[Vla3a, YHbBLIO OIyCTUB
KOHUMKHU yiieid. Beuio oueBuzHO, uto CuHsisi 3Be3fma Oosibllle He JoBepsieT
HUKOMY, KpoMe Hero. Tosbko Tenepb OrHerpuB IMOHSUI, YTO yZap, HaHeCeHHbIN
KorteMm, oKa3ascsi ropa3/io CTpailiHee, ueM KT0-T1ub0 Mor mogyMaTthb. [1poKisThIit
yOuiilia OTpaBU/I AyIly NPeABOAUTETLHULIbI, JIUIIUB ee Bepbl B CBOUX BOUHOB U B
coOCTBEeHHOe TIPaBO Ha JIW/EepPCTBO.

— [Momwm! — dwipkayna Cunsisi 3Be3ga. OrHerpuB Mo/4a MOCMOTpeS
BCJIe[| PeJBOAUTE/IbHULIE U HEBOJIbHO COAPOTHYJICS TIPU BU/JE ee HallpsUKeHHOU
CIIMHBI U BOUHCTBEHHO MOJHATOr0 XBoCTa. HecMOTps Ha masisiee cosHLe, emy
BAPYT TOYYAUIOCh, OyATO uepHasl Tyya 3akpbula CBeT M Opocusia 3/10BeLlylO
TeHb Ha BCe UX MyTelleCTBUe.

Co/iHeyHble JIyyd HACKBO3b IIPOCBEUMBA/IM JIECHYKO KPOHY, KOTZa OHU
nobpamuck 10 Yetbipex [lepeBbeB. Besen 3a CuHelt 3Be3noit OrHerpuB cbeskan
C X0/Ma B JIO/IMHY, NOCPeid KOTOPOM, Kak ueThipe 0e3MOJIBHBIX Habmropares,
BBICU/TUCh UeThIpe UCTIOIMHCKUX yDa. [IpeBHUe [iepeBbsi OXPaHS/IU CBSILEHHYHO
nonsiHy CoBeTOB, Ha KOTOPOM KaKZoe TMOMHOMyHHe COOMpasuch KOThI BCeEX
yeThIpex JieCHbIX IieMeH. TO/NBKO B HOYb NpoBefeHus CoBeTa [elCTBOBa/IO
CBAILIIEHHOE IlepemMupure, KOrja KOTaM BpaKIYIOLIUX IUIEMeH 3arlpelanoch
HamajaTk Apyr Ha apyra. O6orHyB Ckany, Ha kKoTtopoili Bo BpeMsi COBeTOB
CTOSUIU TIpeABOAUTEM YeTbipex IIeMeH, OHU [BUHY/IWCh K [ajbHeMy Kparo
TIOJISIHBI.

C KaxIbIM I1aroM MOPOCLIMK TPaBOM XOJM CTaHOBWICH BCe Kpyue M
KameHucCTerd, U BCkope OrHerpuB 3ameTusn, uto CuHss 3Be3ga C TPYAOM
rocrieBaeT 3a HUM. [Ipexxze ueM MepenpeIrHYyTh Ha CJIeyIOLIMK KaMeHb, OHa



OCTaHaB/MBajaCb U C TPY[AOM IiepeBOAW/a [biXxaHue, Tak uTo0 OrHerpuBy
TIPUIILJIOCH 3aMe/I/TUT I11aT, YTOObI He OTOPBATLCS OT CBOEM IpeIBOAUTE/TbHULIbI.

Ha BepumHe xonmva CuHsAst 3Be3fa OCTaHOBW/IACh, TSDKEJIO TMIBIXTS U
OTAYBasiCh.

— Tbl B nopsake? — cipocun OrHerpus.

— IlpocrTo... g ye He Tak Mosiofja, — rporbixTesna CuHsAs 3Be3a.

OrverpuB  BCcTpeBOXWICA. [Jlo cux TOp eMy KasajoCh, 4TO
TrpeIBOAUTE/IbHULIA TTIOJTHOCTBIO OTpaBu/achk OT CBOUX paH. OTKyza e Torja 3Ta
BHe3arnHasi crabocth? Cetiuac CuHsSs 3Be3/ja BBITVISZIeNIa ropas3o CTapiie U
HeMoIIIHee, YeM Korja-mb6o. «Bo3MO)KHO, BO BCeM BHHOBAT KPYTOM TMOABEM, —
ycriokanBan cebst OrHerpuB. — Kpome Toro, 1iepctb B ZiBa pa3a TOJIle U
TsDKesiee Moei!»

[Toka npenBoAUTe/IbHULIA BOCCTAaHAB/IMBA/A AbixaHue, OrHerpuB TPEBOKHO
OKUHYJI B3IVIIIOM MPeAropbsi, TOPOCIINE HEBBICOKUM YTECHUKOM U BepPeCKOM.
OTcrofa ¥ 710 K/IyOAIUXCS B BBIIIIMHE 00J/IaKOB JIeyKaiu 3eM/Iu 1yieMeHu Betpa.
3neck OrHerpyB UyBCTBOBas ceOst ropa3zo 0ojiee HEYIOTHO, YeM BO3/ie TPaHULIbI
c PeunbiMm mniemeHeM. KorTbl miemMeHu BeTpa He TIpoCTWIM CocensMm
yYKpbIBaTe/IbCTBA XBOCTO/IOMa, a BeJb HuWMeHHO CuHsAs 3Be3la KOrja-To
yroBOpH/a CBOMX BOWHOB IIPOSIBUTH MUJIOCepAWe K ociemrieMy GaHauty. Uto
Oymet, ecsu Tmarpy/nb IuileMeHd BeTpa 00Hapy>KUT Ha CBOel TeppPUTOPHUH
NpeJBOAUTE/bHULYY [DO30BBIX KOTOB IOf, OXpPaHOM €JWHCTBEHHOIO BOMWHA?
OrHerpuB He ObLT yBepPeH, UTO CMOXET B OZJMHOUKY BBICTOSITb TIPOTHB LI€JIOTO
JI030PHOTO OTpAAA.

— Hago uaTi oueHb 0CTOPOXKHO, UTOOBI HAC He 3aMeTWU/IH, — TPOILIeTITasl

OH.

— Uro ThI CKaszan? — TPOMKO Mepecripocuia MpeABoauTe/bHULlA. Ha
BepIliMHe BOBCIO TY/s/l BeTep — He HACTOJbKO CUJIbHBIA, UTOOBI 0OC/IabUThH
UCTIeTIeISIIONIYI0  JKapy, HO /IOCTaTOUHbIM, 4YTOObI OTHECTH TPOUb CJIOBA
Oruerpusa.

— Hapgo nmocraparbcsi, yToObl Hac He 3aMeTWId! — HEOXOTHO TOBBICKI
rojioc Oruerpus.

— C kakou cratu? — pe3ko cropocuna CuHsia 3Be3ga. — Mbl
HaripaB/isieMcs K JlyHHomy Kamuro. Camo 3Be3fHoe 1ieMsi JjapyeT MyTHUKaM
npaBo Oe3omacHoro mpoxofa K Cearumwmigy! — OHa TBepJ0 MoCMOTpesa Ha

cBoero raiiartasi, ¥ OrHerpuB TMOHsII, UYTO BO3paXkaTb O CCMBIC/IEHHO.

— Torpa 51 oy repBbIM, — B3/JOXHYJI OH.

OrHerpuB 3Hal TIpeAropbsi Jyuiie mroboro I'po3oBoro kKora. Emy
TIPUXOJUIOCh YacTo ObIBaTh 3/1eCb — W B KauecTBe Jpyra ruieMeHd Betpa, u
camomy 1o cebe. Ho HUKOTr/Ia ellle OH He YyBCTBOBas ce0si TakuM Ge33all[UTHBIM,



Kak cerofHs. OH ObicTpo Besi CHHIOIO 3Be3/ly uepe3 MOpe Bepecka, MbIC/IEHHO
yMOJIsisi BOMHOB-TIPE/IKOB TIOMOUb UM MHWHOBaTh BpakeCKue TaTpy/au. XOpoIllo
Ob1 3Be3nHOe TieMs pasfenssio Bepy CuHeld 3Be3qbl B ee TpaBO Ha
becriperniaTcTBeHHBbIN Tipoxoy, K Cesarwiuiyy! Ho errje nyuiiie, ecmn 661 CuHeM
3Be3/ie XBaTU/I0 MY/IPOCTH JiepKaTh yIIIM HACTOPOXKe, a XBOCT TTOHMXe!

CosHIle [OCTUIVIO 3€HWTA, KOTrJja OHU [J00pasuch 0 TIOOCHI KOJIFOUEro
yTeCcHUKa, 3a KOTOpOW KOHUYajsach TeppuTopusi ruieMeHu Betpa. Cpasy 3a
3apOC/ISIMU HAUYMHAJICS TTOJIOTHUN CKJ/IOH, a 3a HUM — 3eM/id [IByHorux. OrHerpus
rioMe/iyii/. BomHbI packaneHHOTo Bo3/yXa, YAYLIMBOr0, KakK /ibixaHue 60/IbHOTO
KOTa, OIa/is/id ero JMi[0, U OH TpeKpacHO MOHKWMaJl, YTO 3TOT )Ke CaMblii BeTep
cellyac pa3HOCUT MX 3amax Hajg 3emyssMU  TieMeHu Bertpa. OcraBanoch
HaJlesAThCS JIUILIb Ha TO, YTO I'yCTOM, Me/IBSIHbIM apoMaT BepecKa 3ar/TyIIUT CJle/bl
ux TIpucytcTBUs. B cremyrommii mMur CuHsia 3Be3fja TIPUM3bIBHO MaxHYy/a
XBOCTOM U HBbIPHYJ/Ia B BEPECKOBOE MODE.

1 Tyt 3a crivHoit OrHerpuBa pasjasncs 3/100HbIH Komaunii Bol. OH pe3ko
obepHYJICS, TOTSATUICSA Ha3aZ, U TyT )Ke CMOPIIUICS, YKOOBIIKCE 3afiHeN aroi
06 yrechuk. I[lepen HUM, TpWXKaB YIIIM K 3aTbUIKyY W B3AbIOMB II€PCTh Ha
3arpuBKax, CTOSI/IU TPOe KOTOB U3 TijieMeHU BeTpa.

— YTO THI TYT Je/aelib?! — TIPOIIUIIeS KparuaThlii TeMHO-OypbIii KOT, B
koTopoM OrHerpuB cpasy y3Hajq YepHOxBaTa, OJHOIO K3 CTapllMX BOWMHOB
rieMeHu. Ps/ioM ¢ HUM, BOUHCTBEHHO WM30THYB CIMHY, BBITYCTHU/ KOTTU Cepbii
nosiocateii KopHoyx. OrHerpuB XopoIo 3Ha/i 060HX KOTOB U NPHUBLIK CUMTATh
1X CBOMMM JIPY3bsIMU ellle C TeX Iop, Korja MoMor rjieMeHu BeTpa BepHyThCS B
pOZiHbIe MeCTa, HO Terepb, BUAUMO, OT ObLION ApY>KOBI He 0CTanoCh U Crefa.
TpeTuii KoT Obl1 eMy He3HakoM. Cy/isi TIO POCTY, 3TO ObLT OpPY>KeHOCeI], HO U OH
CMOTpeJ1 Ha HeTpoIlleHOro rocTsi C TOW »Ke HEeHaBMCTbIO, UTO W ero CTapiiue
TOBaPUILIU.

— MBI 1IpOCTO HeM K. .. — Hayasl OH.
— Tbl Ha Hameit 3emsie! — mepebusn YepHOXBaT, W I/la3a €ro THEBHO
CBEPKHYJIU.

«Kyza nogesanace Cunsig 3Be3zga?!» — B oT4yasHuU nofgymasn Orserpus,
OJIHOBpEMEeHHO Ha/iesCh Ha ee IOALEepXKY U B TO ke BpeMs CTpPacTHO Kejaf,
yToObI TIpe/IBO/IMTE/IbHULIA, He YC/bIIIaB BOMJIS Marpysis, 0/1aronoayyHo
TIPOJOJDKWJIA CBOM Ty Th K CBATUJIMLLLY.

B cnepyroommii MU TPOMKOE pblYaHMe BO3BECTH/IO O TOM, uTOo CHHSA
3Be3a BepHy/ach 3a CBOMM IviamiaraeM. boeictpo o6epHyBinch, OrHerpus
yBUJIeJ, UTO NpeJBOAWTeIbHULIA CTOUT BO3/le 3apocyield yrecHUKa. ['onosa ee
ObL10 TOpP/I0 TIO/IHSATA, [71a3a CBepPKa/ii THEBOM.

— MpeI niyTeriectByem K BbicokuM BasnyHam. 3Be3/iHOe IieMs JapyeT HaM



rpaBo 6e3omacHOro npoxozia. Bel He Mo)keTe ocTaHaBnMBaTh Hac! Ho UepHoxBar
1 YXOM He TI0BeJl.

— Tel nummsa cebsi mMpaBa Ha MUIOCTh 3BE3JHOTO TIJIEMEHH, Korja
TpUHSAJIA B CBOe TieMsi XBOCTO/IOMa! — KPUKHYJI OH.

OrHerpyvB mpeKpacHO TOHWUMaa 03/100/eHHOCTh TiieMeHu Betpa. OH
CBOUMU [VIa3aMU BUJE/, B KAKHWX Yy>KaCHbIX YCJOBUSIX MM TMPUIJIOCH KUTb B
riepyuof, u3rHanus. C HeBOJIbHOU »Ka/I0CTh0 OH BCIIOMHMJI KPOIIIEYHOTO KOTEHKa,
KOTOPOT'O TIOMOT'a/I HECTH IOMOM, — MaJIbIIll ObIT @ IMHCTBEHHBIM BbDKUBILIM U3
BCero romera.

— Br1 go/mKHBI AaTh HaM ripoxof! — npoiauriesna CuHss 3Be3a.

OrHerpuB I0X0JIO/le/l, YBUEB, UTO IIpeJBOAMTE/bHULIA, TOAHSB bIO0M
IIepCTh Ha 3arPUBKE, BBIMYCTH/IA KOI'TH, TOTOBSICh BCTYITUTDb B OOM.



I'maBa VI

— 3Be3gHOe TMieMs JapyeT Ham 0Oe3omacHyr gopory! — ympsiMo
riosropuna Cunssa 3Be3za.
— Bo3Bparjaiitech momoii! — psiBkHyn YepHoxBar. OrHerpuB ObICTPO

CMepu/ I/7la3aMM CBOMX TPOTUBHUKOB M TOYYBCTBOBa/l ApPOXb B Jjamnax. Tpoe
CWIbHBIX KOTOB TPOTHB Hero v O0sibHOM TipeBoAuTe/bHULbI! EC/U BCTIBIXHET
/ipaka, oHr 0ba cepbe3HO MOCTPaZaoT, HO OH He MMeJl NpaBa Mo/iBepraTtb pUCKY
npeaBoauTenbHULy! Tem Gosee Terepb, Korjjla y Hee OCTasnach MOC/IeAHSS W3
J\eBATH >KU3HEeH, JaDOBAaHHBIX 3Be3/IHbIM I1/IEeMeHeM.

— Hawm nipupgercs yiti, — nipormmnen oH Ha yxo CuHel 3Be3ze. Ta pe3ko

TIOBepHY/Ia TOJIOBY U M3yMJIEHHO YCTaBW/Iach Ha Hero. — JTO He Ta OWTBa, B
KOTOPOUW CTOUT CPa’KaTbCSl.
— Ho s fgo/bkHa MOroBOpuTh CO 3Be3AHbIM IyieMeHeM! — Bo3pasuia

Cunsig 3Be3a.

— B gpyroi pa3, — npogospkan HactauBatb OrHerpus v, BUAs, uro CUHSA
3Be3zia 3akosebasnack, fobaBua: — HaM ¢ HUMH He CIIPaBUTbHCS.

OH cnerka pacciabucs, yBuzeB, Kak CuHsig 3Be3fa BTSHY/Ia KOT'TH H
C/lerka OIyCTW/a LIepCTb Ha 3arpvBke. [IpenBoguTesibHUI[a IOBepHY/Iach K
YepHOXBATy M CIIOKOWHO CKa3aJja:

— Xopoto xe, mbl yiizieM. Ho mbl BepHeMmcs. Bel He cMmoxkeTe HaBcerja
oTpes3arb MeHs OT 3Be3JHOr0 IjieMeHu!

YepHOXBAT BBIMPSIMUJI CITUHY U OYPKHYII:

— MBe1 npoBoaum Bac 0 Yetbipex [JepeBbeB. OrHerpuB CHOBa HarpsrCsl.
CBouM Har/bIM npejjoxkeHreM YepHOXBAT sICHO /iaBaJl [IOHATh, UTO He J0BepsieT
C/I0BY mipefBoAuTenbHULBI I'po3oBoro ryieMenun! OrHerpuB oxkugas, uro CUHSA
3Be3/a BO3pasuT, HO OHa MOJ/IYa BBICTYIIW/IA BIlepej, Mpollljyla MUMO BOWHOB
rieMeHy BeTpa u robexxasa B 00paTHbIN MyTh.

Orxerpus 1oc/eZjoBaa 3a CBOeH NpeJBOAUTeIbHULIEH, CTapasiCh JepKaTbCs
KaK MOXKHO Jasiblile OT BOMHOB Berpa. OH C/ibllian 3a CIIMHOW WX LIAry, a,
OIVISAABIBAsACH yepes IIeyo, BU/esl, KaK B PO30BOM MOpe Bepecka MeJIbKarT UX
CUJIbHBIe, TT0pKaphble Tea.

HocturnyB Yetbipex [lepeBbeB, OrHerpuB ¢ CuHel 3Be3mou CTanu
CIlyCKaTbCs BHU3 [0 KaMEHWCTOMY CKJIOHY, a BOWHBI BeTpa ocTtamuch Ha
BepIliMHe U, 3/I00HO TPUIIYPUBIINCh, HACTOPO)KEHHO TIPOBOXKAJIU BPAroB
rnazamu. C kaxapiM 1marom CuHsis 3Be3za Bbiryisifienia Bce Oosee u Oosiee
V3MyueHHOW. KaXzaplii TpPbDKOK [JaBajiCsi el C OrpOMHBIM TpPYZAOM, OHa



nipu3emsisijiach BCe TsbKesee, /ibliiasa Bce rpomue. OrHerpuB 0O0s/ICs, UTO OHa
BOT-BOT OCTYIIUTCA U yIaZleT, HO NpeBOAUTE/IbHHULIA TIPOJeprKaiach Ha HOrax /10
CcamMoro KOHI]a CIyCKa, T/le HauWHaJIuCh 3apocyid TpaBbl. OOGepHYBIIMCH,
OrHerpuB TmocMmoTpesi Ha rpebeHb xonma. Tpu KoIIaubWX CHUIy3Ta YeTKO
BLIPHMCOBBIBAJIMCHL Ha (oHe OeckpaiiHero cusitoiiero Heba, HO BOT OHHU JPY>KHO
TIOBEPHY/IUCh U CKPBLTUCh B IMTyOMHe CBOel TeppUTOpHH.

IIpoxogs mumo Ckanel, CuHsAs 3Be3fa BAPYr OCTaHOBWJIACh U TI'POMKO
3aCTOHaJIa.

— Uto ¢ T060i1? — wucnyraHHo 3amep OrHerpuB. CuHsis 3Be3fa JIUIIIb
pa3zipa’keHHO JiepHy/ia F0/I0BOM, 0TMaXUBasiCh OT ero 3a00ThI.

— 3Be3[HOe TIIeMsI He JKeJlaeT TIOCeTUTb MOU CHbI! — TipobopMoTara OHa,
obpaitjasick Kk cebe camoii. — I[loueMy TipefKM TaK pa3THeBAaIUCh Ha MoOe
iemsa? — Ha Hawem nyTtu BcTasio rieMsi Betrpa, a He 3Be3fHOe ruiemMs, —
HartoMHW1 OrHerpus, He OUeHb Bepsi CBOMM C/I0BaM. B KOHLIe KOHL|0B, 3Be3/Hble
TIpeJJKA MOT/IK ObI OC/IaTh UM 4yTh Oosbliie yaauu! Uto eciu ['po3oBoe riemst u
B CaMOM /[iejie 4eM-TO MPOTHeBasio 3Be3/bl? B rosioBe ero BHOBb IPO3ByYasiv
cnoBa be3syxa: «CKOMbKO JKHBY, He TIPUIIOMHIO, UTOOBI KOrjla-HUOYAb TakK
Hapymanud 3akoH!» OH IIO4yBCTBOBas, KaK OT CTpaxa y Hero rosioBa WAeT
KpyroMm. Heykenu 3Be3gHoe ruiemsi pasrHeBajiochb Ha ['pO30BBIX BOMHOB M3-3a
Ttoro, uTo OrHerpuB, u30paHHBIM C TaKUM UYJOBHUIIHBIM HapylleHHeM
TpaJyLIUM, TIPOJ0/DKAeT 0CTaBaThCs [viallaraemM?

Jlarepp BCTpeTWw/1 WX BO3BpallleHWe U3YMJIEHHbIMU BO3[VlaCaMM U
repelenTbiBaHUAMU, U OTHErpUB Cpasy IOHs/, YTO BCeM IIpullljla B T'0JIOBY
OfHa U Ta ke MbIC/b. [lo mopore momoit CuHsig 3Be3/ja HECKOJIBKO pa3 TOPbKO
TIOBTOPK/IA, UTO 3a BCIO UCTOPUIO Jieca He ObIIO ciiydasi, YTOObI MpeABOAUTETO
TJIeMeHU TIperpajuiaun Aopory K CBATUIUILY.

Ene Bosioya Janel, He TOAHMMAS [V1a3 OT MbUIbHOU 3eMid, CuHss 3Be3na
ToT1/1e/1ach B CBOIO TMelepy. OrHerpuB C TsDKeIbIM CepALeM CMOTpPes el BCle[.
OH Tak Hazescs, uTo nmyTeliecTBre K JlyHHOMy KaMHIO yCIIOKOUT Aylily cTapou
nipeABouTebHULIBI! HO Terepp, mocse Mo30pHOro BO3BpallleHUs] [JOMOW, ee
COCTOSIHHE TOJIbKO YXYZALIWIOCh. BHe3anmHo emMy CTajo TakK HeBBIHOCHMO ’KapkKo,
YTO OH OTpPOMEThI0 OPOCWIICSA K 3apoC/isiM Ha Kparo TIOJISHBI, TZie HOC K HOCY
CTOJIKHYJICA C BO3BPALAOLIUMUCA B jlarepb IbIMOM U MajIeHbKUM YTOJIBKOM.

— UTto-T0 BbI ObICTPO! — OYpKHYA [IbIM, cTapasich 060t OrHerpuBa, HO
MaJIeHbKUM YToJ/ieK Tak U 3aMep Ha MecTe, TIoKUpasi /ia3aMu 0601MX BOMHOB.

— Ilnems BeTpa He 1O3BOIM/IO HAM MPOMTHU Yepe3 UX 3eMJ/IU, — TOSICHUI
Oruerpus.

— Pa3Be BBl He CkKa3zaiu WM, 4TO HzeTe K Bricokum Banynam?! —
riopaswics [IpM, ommycKasch psiloM CO CBOUM OPY’KEHOCLIEM.



— Pasymeetcs, ckaszanmu! — paszosnuica OrHerpuB. — HO OHU BCe paBHO
He [ja/Iid HaM Mpoxoza. [bIM IMOKOCWIICS Ha 3apOC/y MaropOTHUKOB, BeAyILIUX K
BXO/Zly B Jlarepb, U BCKOpe Ha IOJIHe TMOABU/IMCh YaCTOKOJ B COINPOBOXKIEHUU
TpoctrHKU. befHas TpocTHHKA OT yCTa/IOCTH e/iBa IepecTas/isja JIallkyu U ejie
ToCTieBasia 3a CBOMM HACTaBHUKOM, ee pbDKasi IlepCcTKa Obula pacTperiaHa U
rieperiaykaHa Irpssblo.

— IloueMy BbI BepHy/IHUCh? — CIPOCKI YacCTOKOJ, HENpHUA3HEeHHO Lyps
r71a3a Ha OrHerpusa.
— Ilnemsa Berpa He mo3BO/MM/IO UM MPOMTH, — OTBeTWI 3a OrHerpraa

HOev. TpoCTHHKa MOAHSIA TOIOBY, M ee KpacuBbIe 3ejieHble IV1a3KU OKPYIVIW/IVCh
OT U3YMJIEHHS.

— Yro?! la kak oHu Tocmenu?! — psiBkHY/M YacTokos, 3700HO pa3zayBasi
LIePCTh Ha CIIMHE.

— CaMm yauB/IAKOCh, T[IO0YeMy Halll [JallaTak CIyCTWI WM Takyr
HamoCcTb! — noggakHyn JApim.

— VY MeHs1 He ObLI0 BbiOOpa, — OypkHyn OrHerpuB. — Thi X0Ten Obl,
yTOOBI 51 CTAaBUI TIOZ, YTPO3Y KU3Hb MPeABOAUTETHHULIBI? — CYPOBO CIIPOCUJI OH,
He CBOZS 171a3 ¢ Oyporo kota. U TyT co CTOpOHBI MOSIHBI JIOHECCSI TPOMKUM KPUK
Berporosa:

— OrnerpuB! — Ilokapbiii KOT 6eroM MpubIMKaACS K HAM, U BUJI Y HETO
Obul OueHb B3BOJIHOBaHHBIM. YacTokon ¢ [IbIMOM MHOTO3HAYUTETHLHO
TeperyisiHyIMCh U OTIYCTWIA CBOUX OPY)XeHOCI|eB. BeTporoH mpubmususics K
KOTaM M TPOMKO cripocuit: — Tbl HUrze He Bujen besbima?

— Her! — ¢ ynaBumm cepauem otBetus1 OrHerpuB. — f moJsiaras, 4To
Cero/iHs JHeM OH ToHieT ¢ To6ol Ha OXOTY.

— 4 momnpocus ero NofoXaTk, MoKa s yMOKCb, — TOSICHWA/T BeTporoH, u
TI0 TO/IOCY ero ObLIO $ICHO, UTO OH CKOpee 30/1, yeM paccTpoeH. — Ho korza s
3akoHuM/, BecHsiHka coobmuia MHe, 4TO benbin TmipeAroyesi OTPaBUTHCS B
OIUHOYKY!

— IIpoctu mensi, — yrptomo npoOypuan OrHerpuB. Kak 6yaro mano emy
JAPYrMX HeCcuyaCTUM, TTIOMMMO HelNOUIYLIHOTO opykeHocua! — I moroBopro C
HHM, KaK TOJIbKO OH BEPHETCS B Jlarepb.

B rnasax BeTporoHa rpomMmesibKHYJIO pasjpakeHue, CJIOBHO OH He CJIULLKOM
BepU/ B Cepbe3HOCTb 3TOoro obemjaHus. OrHerpuB cobpascs ObLIo elje pa3s
V3BUHUTLCS, HO JIMLIO BeTporoHa BApPYr W3yMJIEHHO BBITSHY/I0Ch. Pe3ko
obepHyBIIMCh, OrHErPUB YBUIeN BXO/sIIero B jarephb besbiiia. KoTuk Bech Tak
U CBETW/ICSI OT TOPJIOCTM — Befib B 3yDax y Hero Obula 3a)kaTa 3/I0pOBEHHas,
4yTh MeHbIIIe ero camoro, Oesika. BeTporoH yrpoyatoiiie 3acores.

— §1 celiuac pa3bepych ¢ HUM! — ObicTpO cKa3zan OrHerpuB. ITo Bceit



BUJUMOCTH, BeTporoHy xorTenoch emje MHOroe paccka3aTb O BBbIXOJKAax
OpPY’>XeHOCL|a, HO, KaK JUCLIMIIJIMHUPOBAHHbIM BOWH, OH JIMIIb KOPOTKO KUBHYI U
OTOLLEeI.

OrHerpvB Mo/ua CMOTpeJI, KaK OpPY>KeHOCel] TallluT CBOI Z00bIuY K 00I11eit
Kyue. BpocuB Genky moBepx OCTalbHOU efbl, Besblll TOBepHY/CS U MOIlIes B
CBOIO Tielliepy, He B3sB ceOe HU Kycouka. OrHerpuB C HEBOJIbHBIM pa3/ipakeHreM
pelnsI, YTO OPY>KeHOCeL| He T0JI0/ieH, TTOCKOJIbKY BBOJIXO T10€e/1 BO BPeMs OXOTBI.
«CKOJIBKO ’Xe pa3 B TeueHMe [HS OH HapyllaeT BOWHCKUM 3aKOH?» —
GeCrioMOIIHO TIofiyMast OH.

BeTporoH ToXe, He OTpbIBasiCh, CjaeAun 3a besbliom, mnoka TOT He
TIPUCOEIUHU/ICS K OCTaJIbHbIM OpPY)KeHOCL|aM, CIPYJYBLIMMCSI BO3Jle CBOeH
niertiepbl. Toryia BeTporoH BeTasm, mojjoiiies K Kyue e/ibl, BbIOpaa COUHYIO MBIILIKY
U TIOHEC ee B JIeTCKY10. [10/10KUB JIakoMbIM Kycouek riepes; CUHera3kou, Oypbiit
BOMH UTO-TO THXO ILIeNHy/] el Ha yxo. KoposieBa, HAXMYPHUBIIUCh, MOJHsIA
TOJIOBY, TIOCMOTpe/ia Ha bBesbiiiia, a 3aTemM mepeBesia JitOOOIBITHBIN B3IVIsi/, Ha
Oruerpusa.

OH Tskeno B3M0xHYM. HykHO ObUIO UTO-TO TpPeANPUHSITH, WHAUe B
IUJIEMEeHW TMOWUAYT pa3roBOPbl O TOM, UYTO K CBOEMY POJCTBEHHUKY HOBBII
r7aliaTaii OTHOCUTCSL Topa3fo 0Oosee CHUCXOAUTENBLHO, YeM K OCTajbHbIM
OpY’>KeHOCL|aM.

OH ObiCTpO TIPUOMM3WICS K TEHbKY, BO3/7e KOTOPOTrO COOpasuch IOHBIE
yueHuKd. CrblllieH OblT TOMBKO Tosioc Besbiiia, 1 OrHErpuB C yAuB/IeHUEM
3aMeTW/l, UTO BCe OCTajbHble KOTATa — bbicTposnamn, TpocThHKa, Yronek u
BecHsIHKa — CMOTPSIT Ha Hero BO BCe IVIa3a U ’KaJHO JIOBSIT Ka)KJo0e CJI0BO.

— OTa cTapas myxas 6enpunxa cuziesia cebe TIpecrioKORHEHBKO Ha TpeThei
BeTKe CBepXy, — XBaCT/JIMBO pacnuHa/cs benbim. — f TUXOHBKO MOZIION3ar0 K
COCHe U Jie3y BBepX, [ja TaK TUXO U JIOBKO, UTO JaKe NTHULbl MeHs He YUYsUIu.
Benburixa, pa3dymeercsi, U yxom He Befler! OHa He ONOMHWIACH Jla)ke TOL/a,
TOT/a 51 CKOJIb3HYJI Ha BETKY MpsiMO Tio3aau Hee! §1 3Haii mon3y cebe 1o BeTke, a
HaZlo BaM CKa3aTh, 3TO ObLT cambli I11epIliaBbiii U KOMHOUMI CYK BO BCeM jecy! —
BesibI OMyCTU/I TO/IOBY U JIM3HY/ CBOO JIAMKy, CJIOBHO OHA BCe elle yecasach.
Opy>keHOCIIbl APY)KHO 3ay/bi0annch. — $1 TIPOTO/A3 TIOUTH TOJIOBUHY IyTH,
KOIZia 3Ta cTapasi fiypa nouysia HenazgHoe. Korga s y)ke IpUroTOBUIICS TIPbITarh,
OHa BJPYT TIOBepHy/nach U yBuzena meHsi! Ho... s mpbirHyn Ha Hee ObICTpee
ragroku! CxBaTWi B KOTTH, U Mbl B OOHUMKY pyXHynu C fepeBa! TpocTuHKa
OXHy/la M MCIIyTaHHO TMpWKaja yimu. BecHsSHKa Hak/JIOHW/IAaCb K Heu U
yCIOKavBarollle JIM3HYJI1a B FOJIOBY.

— K cuactero, 3emsiss nog Beicokumu CocHamu BCSL yCT/IlaHa WIVIAMU,
T03TOMY TaM MSITKO, KaK B TIOCTe/u y crapeiiinHbl! Eciu Obl He 3TO, s ObI



pacimbes B neneiniky. CBaJWiIMCh Mbl, 3HAUUT, U TYT Mosi Oe/Ka IMOTMbITaaach
[laTb fepy. XOpOLlIo, YTO § TaK U He pa3)kasa Korreu! — Besbln ropgo 3azapan
HOC U 3akoHuu1: — OJWH yKyC B LI II0f, 3aTbUIKOM — U Y IUIeMeHU
nipubaBUIOCh eibl!

Korara BOCxull[eHHO 3amsykKainu, W OrdHerpus, camM TOIO He ’KeJas,
o0pajioBasicsi, BU/Isl, KAKOUM TIOMY/ISIPHOCTBIO MO/b3YeTCsl ero TIeMSHHUK Cpeu
cBepcTHUKOB. OJHAKO ero pasjpakajga moxBajibba berbilia, Kpome TOTO,
opy’KeHocel] TIO-TIPe)KHeMY He BbIKa3bIBa/l HU MaJjieMiliero rmouteHusi K Aoobive.
C 3TUM HY>KHO Ob110 UTO-TO Jlenath! TlotiMaB B3risig BeTporoHa, ciefuBIiero 3a
TPOUCXOSIIMM C MIPOTUBOIIOJIOXKHOTO Kpasi MoJisiHbl, OTHerpuB IOHSJI, YTO Y
CTapilleTo BOWMHA €CTb BCe TIPUUMHBI OBITb HEJOBOJBHBLIM TIOBe/l€HHEM
opykeHocIja. beuto Obl rpyOefiiieli omMOKOM 3aKpbIBaTh IVla3a Ha CTOJIb
OTKPOBeHHOe TipeHeOpekeHrie BOMHCKUM 3aKOHOM!

— benpin! — okmukayn OrHerpus. Opy»xeHocel] ObICTPO MOAHSLT TOJIOBY.

— Yto? — oTo3Bajsicsi OH. — $ Xouy TOroBOpuUTh C TOOOW. benbirl
HeTOPOI/IMBO TTOAHSJICS.

— Tlpoiily MeHs1 U3BUHUTHL! — B30XHY/ OH, 00Opalljasick K TOBapuIllaM. —
Hena 30ByT! — YroJieKk He BbIJepKa/l U BeCeso MpPbICHY/, A5, KaK besbIi ¢
HapOUMTOM HEOXOTOM MJIeTETCSI K CBOEMY HAaCTaBHUKY.

— Wmu 3a mHol! — Benenn OrHerpuB W, OTOMS HACTOJBKO, UTOOBI UX
Pa3roBOp He ObLa C/IbIIIEH OCTaTbHBIM OPY>KeHOCIaM, pe3Ko cripocun: — Thl e
BO BpeMsi OXOThbI?

— Hy u uro c Toro? — gepHyn ruiedom besbiiil. — 1 6611 rosiofeH!

— Pasperiaer /M BOMHCKWW 3aKOH NPUHMMAaTh TUIYy [0 TOr0, Kak
HaKopMmJieHO TiieMsi? Besibliil 00Be CKy4aroliyM B30POM BePXYIIKH /1ePEBhEB.

— Cyzg 1o ToMy, UTO 3aKOH 3ampelraeT BCe OCTa/bHOe, HaBepHOe, HeT.
OrHerpus ycunveM BOJIU TI0/aBUJT 3aKUTAKOLIlee HerooBaHue.

— Tb1 mo06pan romybs?

— Hert. OH ucye3. BHyTpeHHe COApOrHyBIINCh, OrHerpyuB BIiepBbIe TTOHSI,
YTO He 3HaeT — BepUT OH CJIOBaM yuyeHMKa WM HeT. Ha BCsIKuil ciydad OH
peLun IoKa Bo3epykaTbCs OT CIIopa.

— [Touemy ThbI He 101LLIe/T OXOTUTBLCS C BeTporoHom?

— OH omkom poiaro en! — orpesan bensin. — Kpome Toro, s
TpeJrIOUMUTar0 OXOTUTHCS B OIUHOUKY !

— Tre1 moka Bcero J/iib OpyXeHocelll — CypOBO HAallOMHW/I €My
OrHerpuB. — OXOTSCh BMeCTe CO CTapIIMMH, Thl OBICTpee HayUHIIbCS BCEMY,
yTo TpebyeTcst BOUHY!

— [a, Orserpus, — ycrano B370xHy/ benbii, v y OrHerpusa 3akpanochb
TI0ZI03p€eHUe, UTO OH IMPOMYCTU/I MUMO YIIeH BCe, UTO eMy F'OBOPUJIH.



— Moxelb uaTH! — mpoiuuresn oH. besbIil moBepHy/ICs U TOILIe/ MPOUb.
Ha stot pa3 OrHerpuBy OblJIO BCe PaBHO, CMOTPUT Ha HUX BeTPOroH wiu HeT.
Celiuac emy BrepBbie Obl7I0 0Oe3pa3MUHO Jake TO, UTO JyMaeT O €ro
opyxeHocle TiemMsi. YTO 3HAUUT MHEHUE COMJIEMEHHUKOB, €C/Id OH caM

rnepecraeT BepuThb B CBOEI'O IJIeMsIHHUKA?! HGY)KEJ'[I/I benbi n BIIpAMb HHUKOI'ld
He CTaHeT BOMHOM?



I'maBa VII

— Cunsiga 3Be3ga! Ilponwio ye 4yeTBepThb JYHbI C TeX IOP, KaK MbI
BEPHYJ/IUCh C TIpeAropyu, — Hadaa OrHerpuB, [Ae/MKAaTHO He Ha3blBasi ICTUHHOW
1[eld TOTO TMyTelllecTBUsA. [lake Temepb, KOTAA OHU ObUIM OJHW, OH uM30eran
BOCIIOMHMHAHUM O HeyZaBlieMcsi noxofe K Beicokum Banynam. — 3a Bce 310
Bpemsi 1ieMsi Betpa u niems TeHell He TIpeATPUHSUIA HU OJJHOW BbUIA3KU Ha
Hally Tepputoputo, — CuHs 3Be3a HeJOBepUMBO COLIypW/Ia I7asa, HO
ralarai pelmTebHO MPOAO/KalL: — Y Hac O4eHb MHOTO OPY>KeHOCL|eB, U UX
HeoOXOZMMO TpPeHUPOBaTh. JleC KUIIUT AWubio. B Takoe Bpemsi oueHb CIOXHO
KaK/IbIM [1eHb OCTaB/AThH B jlarepe TPOMX B3pPOC/IbIX BOMHOB! A nymato... MHe
Ka)KeTCs1, IBOUX ObI/I0 ObI BITOTHE [OCTAaTOYHO!

— Ho uT0 ecsiv Hac cHOBa arakyroT?! — paszpaxeHHO cripocuna CuHsA
3Be3za.

— Eciu 661 ryiemMst BeTpa fieficTBUTE/ILHO MJIaHUPOBA/IO — HaracTh Ha Hac,
naTpy/ib UepHOoXBaTa HUKOT/|a He TI03BOJIMI Obl Tebe MOKWUHYTH MpeAropbsi! —
Bo3pa3w1 OrHerpuB U MbIC/IEHHO Jj00aBu: «’KUBOM 1 HEBPeJUMOi».

— Xopouo, — KHUBHYJIa TpeJBOAUTEeIbHNULIA, U [Vla3a ee 3aTyMaHWIWCh
KaKOW-TO HENOHATHOU TOCKOW. — [lyCTh B j1arepe 0CTaroTCs ABOe BOUHOB.

— Cnacubo, Cunsia 3Be3sa, — obpajoBasncss OrHerpuB, Bellb ee COr/iacue
3HAuUMTEe/NIbHO 00Jieryaso OpraHu3al[ui0 Z030PHBIX U OXOTHUYbUX OTPS/IOB, a
TakXe TPeHUPOBKY opyxeHoclieB. — [lokay pacropsskyCb OTHOCHUTE/IbHO
3aBTpalIHUX MaTpy/ed, — CKa3a/l OH U, TOYTUTETbHO MOK/JIOHUBIIWCH, BbILIE/
13 Melepsl.

CHapy»u ero yke JJ0’Kh/JjaucCb BOVHBI.

— BypaHn, Thl BO3r/aBUIllb PAaCCBETHBIA MaTpy/ib, — Benen OTrHerpuB. —
Bo3bmu ¢ coboii [Tecuanyro bypto u Yrosbka. [IbIM, Thl OCTAHEIIbLCS OXPaHSATh
narepb, Toka si Oyny oxoTutbcsi ¢ Besbiiiom, — OrHerpuB 006Bes Tia3amu
OCTaBLLIMXCSI BOMHOB M HEBOJIbHO T0/lyMaJl, HACKOJIBKO JIerye eMy JjaeTcs Terepb
BBITIO/THEHHe 00si3aHHOCTel ryaiatas. Bripouem, c Tex mop, kak CuHss 3Be3ja
MOYTU MepecTasna BbIXOJUTh U3 CBOEU Mellepbl U MOoTepsijia BCIKUW UHTEpPeC K
JKA3HU TUIEMEHH, €My BOJIeM-HeBOJIeM TMPUIIUIOCh BCEMY HAyYUTbCS. —
OcTranbHble MOTYT CaMH BbIOHpaTh, TIOMAYT /I OHU TPEHUPOBATh OPYKEHOCIIEB
WX BO3BMYT UX C coboli Ha oxoTy. [71aBHOe, uTOOBI TyieMeHHass Kyua Oblia
Mo/IHa CBeXXeu auuu. He 3Hato, Kak Bbl, @ S y’Ke MPUBBIK XOPOILIO MUTATbCs! —
BouHbl /10BOJMLHO 3aMypiibikaid, a OrHerpuB ob6epHyscs kK YacTtokomy: —
YacTokoJ1, 3aBTpa Thl BO3IVIaBUIIIb AHEBHOM Marpy/ib. Berporon! Thl moBejelb



BeuepHUil. Bribepure camu, KOro Bo3bMeTe C CO0OM, TOMBKO He 3abynbTe BCex
3apaHee TMpeAynpeauTb.BeTporon KuBHY/M, 3aro YacTokosn, 3700HO CBEPKHYB
r/1a3aMu, BIPYT BBITIAJIAJI:

— A KTO niorjieT cerofHsl BeuepoM Ha CoBet?

— He 3Haro, — nipusHasicsa OrHerpus.

— Cunsas 3Be3qa He roBopusia Tebe? Vv oHa ellle He pellnia? — Harvio
TIPULLYPUJ/ICS TIOJIOCAThIM KOT, [laBasi MOHSATh, YTO €My IIPEeKPacHO W3BECTHO
paBHogymme CuHeirt 3Be3fbl K >ku3HM IuleMeHU. Cyass MO TOMY, Kak
B3BO/THOBAHHO 3allIeBE/IWINCH JIPyTHUe BOWHBI, UICTUHHOE MOJIOXKEHUE Bellled He
OCTaJIOCh TaWHOU U JIJI OCTa/IbHBIX.

— IlpenBoguTenbHUIa ellle He 00CyX/asa CO MHOW 3TOr0, — UeCTHO
nipusHasicst OrHerpuB. — OHa cOOOIIUT CBOe pellieHUe, Korja OyzieT roToBa.

YacToKos1 OBepHYJI FOJIOBY Y yCTaBU/ICA B TEHUCTBIE 3apOCIIN.

— Jlyuiiie Obl eif MOTOPONUTHLCS, — OypKHY/I OH. — CoJHIe KJIOHUTCS K
3akary!

— Torma Tebe syuille TIOWTU TIOY>KMHATh, — CKa3an OrHerpuB. — Ecmm
TipeiBOUTe/IbHUIIA Bo3bMeT Tebst Ha CoBeT, jopora rorpebyeT Hemasio cuJ!

EMy o4yeHb He HpaBWJICS BbI3bIBAKOI[MK TOH YacTOKO/Ia, HO OH He TT03BOJIUII
cebe B3bepOIIUThH 111€PCTh. YCEBIIUCH MOyJ00Hee, OH CTaj »K/aTb, TI0OKa BOWUHBI
pasonaytcs. Tonpko korga mnepef Bricokod Ckasod He OCTajoCh HU OJHOTO
koTa, OrHerpyB mofHsICA U noulen K nemjepe CuHel 3Be3fpl. B nociegHem
pasroBope MnpeBOAUTEbHULA HUUEro He CKasasa o rpezcrosiijeM CoBeTe, a OH
ObLT Tak 3aHAT 3aBTPAITHUMHU TATPY/ISIMHU, UTO COBEPIIIEHHO 3a0bIT ee CITPOCUTb.

— 210 ThI, OrHerpuB? — crpocuia CuHsig 3Be3/a, KOrja OH MPOCYHYII
rOJIOBY CKBO3b M0/10T. E/iBa B3MIsiHYB Ha Hee, OrHerpuB 3amMeTH/ pasvuTeIbHYIO
nepemeHy. Ka3anoch, rpeiBofuTeIbHALIA TOMBKO UTO TIpUBesia cebsi B MOPSI/IOK,
U Terephb ee TpPW/IM3aHHas 1I€PCTKA CUsiIa B TIOAyMpake Tiellepbl. JTO ObL1
no6peiii 3HaK, u OrHerpuB obpazmoBancs. Heyxenu Cunsisi 3Be3na HauMHaeT
BbI3ZlopaBauBaTh? — Korza moernb, cobepy BOWHOB. MBI OTMpaB/sieMCs Ha
Coser.

— A... kKoro mno3Batb? — Ttiposierietan OrHerpuB, COWUTBLIM C TOJIKY
J1leJTIOBUTBIM TOHOM CHHeMN 3Be3bl.

[TpeaBoauTebHUIIA YAWBIEHHO MOCMOTpesa Ha Hero M ObICTPO Ha3Basa
vMeHa. OHa roBopu/a Tak yBepeHHO, 4yTo OrHerpus cjierka pacrepsiics. Ha mur
eMy Jaxe TMoOKa3anocb, uro CuHsf 3Be3za yKe OTAaBaja pPaclOpsKeHUs
oTHOcUTebHO CoBeTa, a OH M03a0bL.

— [Ha, Cunsisi 3Be3a, — OTBETW/I OH W, CK/IOHMB TOJIOBY, HallpaBUJICSA K
Kyue CBe)Kell efibl. YBHU/IEB Ha BepIIIMHEe Ky4u )KUPHOTO Tomy0st, OrHerpyB perui
otHecTHu ero CuHeli 3Be3zie. MoxXeT, XOTb 3TO JTAKOMCTBO Pa30yAUT ee arreTuT, U



OHa ChEeCT uyTh Oosbille, yeM 00ObIuHO! [Insi cebsi oH BbIOpan HeOOMBIIYIO
nosieBKy. ECTb TMouTv He XOTeloCh — CTpaHHOe noBefeHue CuHel 3Be3nbl
COBepIIIeHHO OTOWUJIO y Hero amreTur.

OrHerpvB OTHeC TIOJIEBKY Ha CBOe JIFOOMMOe MeCTeuko U yxke cobpasics
TIPUCTYNUTL K Y>KHHY, KaK BAPYT y Hero CJIOBHO MOpO3 Tpoberkasn To CIvHe.
BricTpo 06epHyBIIMCH Yepe3 T/IeY0, OH C HEBOJIbHBIM CTpPaxXoM MoiiMai Ha cebe
TIPUCTAJIbHBIMA B3IV, 3/71aTOLIEMKUHOTO I10/10CaTOro KoTeHKa. OH BCIIOMHWII
TIPOHU3BIBAKOIINM SHTApHbIM B3mIsA Korta u cHoBa mofgyman O TOM, Kakoe
YA0BOJILCTBYE I0CTaB/Isil ObIBIIIEMY T/lalllaTat0 BHYIIaeMblid UM cTpax. «Ho Bepb
9TOT KOTEHOK ellle CJIUIIIKOM MaJl, YTOObI Hac/IaXK/AaThCsl UY>KUM CMsTeHueM!» —
noayMan OrnerpuB. Ha nmamste npuim cioBa [lenemomku: «OH HUKOrAa He
y3HaeT cBoero oTija. Ero Bocniutaet ['po3oBoe riemsi». OrHerpuB 3acTaBui ceos
OTBEPHYThCS OT MaJiblilia ¥ MoOpe K 3apOoC/siM KParvBhbI.

[TokoHUMB C efioi, OH OOBes T/1a3aMu TIOJISHY. BeuepHue CyMepKu yxke
CTYCTWIUCh HaJl jlarepeM U TIpUHewId C co0ol JonaroXKAaHHyo rpoxsany. Bee
IJieMsl BbICBHITNIA/I0O W3 TMalaroK, pajysChb IepefbllliKe OT Massllero 3HOs.
[TocnegHue HECKONMBKO JHEW BbIJAIMCh TaKUMHU >KapKumu, 4yTo OTrHerpuB Bce
yaile M yaile CTaj >KajeThb O TOM, UTO He yMeeT TJlaBaTh, MOA0OHO PeuHbIM
kotaMm. UWuHTepecHo, Oymer nu Ha ceropnsiiHeM CoBere KpyTobok? Ckopee
BCero, HeT, Be/lb He MPOLUIO elje U JIyHbI C TeX Iop, KaK OH BCTynu/a1 B PeuHoe
niems. C Apyrol CTOpOHBI, OH TipuHec B TiemMsi CepeOpSHKUHBIX KOTST...
[Tpeasoautens Meteop AomkeH ObiTh OnaromapeH KpyToOoKy — B KOHIe
KOHLIOB, 3TO /IeTH €r0 /IoUuepH, a 3HauuT, ero poAHble BHyKu! B rmyOuHe mayiim
OrHerpuB oOueHb Hajesiici Ha To, uTto KpyToOoky Oyner I1103BOIEHO
TIPUCYTCTBOBaTh Ha cerofHsiHeM CoBeTe, XOTSI OH MPeKpacHO MOHUMAJ, UTO
TakKasi 4eCTb ellle CU/IbHee TIPUBSDKeT Apyra K PeuHoMy ryiemMeHu.

OH MoAHS/ICS Ha Jialbl, TDOMKO OOBSIBU/ TIOATOTOBKY K BBICTYIIIEHUIO U
Haya/l BBIK/IMKATb MMeHAa KOTOB, Ha3BaHHbIX CuHel 3Be3foir, — KucTouka,
BerporoH, Ilecuanass byps, bBypeii, Llapanka, beictponamn... [IpoBozs
TepeK/INYKY, OH C PacTyIUM 0eCrIOKOMCTBOM TIOHSIT, UTO Cpe/ii Ha3BaHHBIX HeT
Hu Yactokona, Hu [losnroxBocra, HU [IpiMa. OTHM BOWHBI KOTZAA-TO ObLIM
OomkalimmMu  criogBkKHUKaMu Kortsi, u OrHerpuB 3arofjo3pui, uto CuHss
3Be3/1a UMEHHO T03TOMY pellii/a He Opath ux c coboit Kk YeTbipeM [lepeBbsiM.
Xonofok Tmpobexxasn y Hero Mo CIyHe, KOrja TpOe OTBeprHYThIX BOWHOB
MHOTO3HAUUTETbHO TIePeriSHy/IMCh MeXAy co00il U [IPY>KHO YCTaBWIMCh Ha
Hero. I'naza Yacrokona ropemnu 370600i. C TsDKenbiM uyBCTBOM OrHerpuB
TIOBEPHYJ/ICSI U TIPUCOeAUHW/ICA K KOoTaM, AoxuzaBmMcs CuHIO 3Be3ny y
BBIXO/1A.

Cros BO3/1e CBOeM Ielllepsl, MpeJBOAUTe/IbHULIA pa3roBapuBasia ¢ bypaHom



U, Ka3ajochb, COBepIlleHHO 1o3abbita o npezctositiem Cosete. JIUIIb Koryia KOTbI
Havya/ii HeTepIie/iIMBO Lijapariatb KOITSMHU 3eMJI0, OHA, HaKOHell, BCKOUWIa U
rozbexkana K HAM.

— bypan Oyger yrpaBnsSTh JiarepeM [0 Halllero BO3BpallleHusl, —
coob1uia oHa U TepBoM Gpocuiach B MarlOPOTHUKOBBIA TYHHE/Ib, BeAYIIUN U3
narepsi B 3a/IMTbIM TYHHBIM CUSTHHUEM Jiec.

[ToneTtesna MbL/Ib, MOCKITIAJIMCH MeJIKME KaMYIIKU — 3TO HayasiCsd MOAbEeM I10
CK/IOHY XonMa. [loxkzael He ObUIO Tak J0/T0, UTO JieC BBICOX, CJIOBHO KyuKa
00r/10[JaHHBIX KOCTOUEK, a UCCYIlIeHHasl 3HOeM 3eMJIsl PacChinaaach B TMpax IMOf
KoLIaubKmu JiarniamMu. OuyTUBIIKCE B jiecy, CHHsA 3Be3/a BO3I/IaBW/Ia LleCTBUe,
a OrHerpuB mpucTpowics B xBocTe. KoTbl Momua Gexxau 1o Jiecy, CKOJTb3UIN
1oJ, JIOMKMMHM, IIyplIalMMU T[allOPOTHUKaMH, TIPOTUCKUBAIUCh CKBO3b
KOJTFOUre 3apOC/IU €)KeBUKHU.

[lecuanass bypsa 3amejjuia 1Iar ¥ BCKOpe TOpaBHsijlaCb C OrHerpuBOM.
Kakoe-To BpeMsl KOTbI Oekajii pPsiZioM, a KOr/ia UX IyTh TIperpajiuia rnoBajeHHast
BeTKa, TO, JIPYKHO TI0[00paBIllMCh, OHW BMeCTe TiepesieTe/ld uepe3 Hee.
[IpusemnuBiuuch, Ilecuanas bypsi moBepHysna ronoBy K OTHerpMBy U THUXO
CKasasa:

— IToxoxke, CrHsig 3Be3/a HaKOHEL-TO TOMNPaBUIaCh.

— [Jla! — ocropoxxHo mnoaTBepAun OrHerpus, CTapasch KakK MOXKHO
6e3060/e3HeHHEE TIPOTUCHYTHCS MEX/Y KOTFOUUMU TIJIETBMU €XXEBUKHU.

— W BCe e OHa JIep>XUTCSL OUeHb OTUY>KJeHHO, — npojo/okana [lecuanas
Byps, moHmxKas ronoc, utobbl UX He yCJIbIIIaid OCTajJbHble KOThl. — Hukorzma
paHbIlle oHa He Obuta Takol, — IlecuaHass Byps 3amsnack, Ho OTHerpuB He
TOPONWJICS TPUNTH el Ha momollb. OH ObLT pa3maB/ieH. Xy/AIIMe OIaceHuUs
OIpaBJaMCb — BOT yXKe U PSZIOBble UeHbl TJIEMEHU Hauya/d 3aMeuarb, YTo C
TIpe/IBOINTE/IbHHULIeH TBOPUTCS UTO-TO CTpaHHOe. — OHa He ToXo)ka Ha cebst! —
3akoHuusa [lecuanas byps.

OrHerpuB 0TBeJI I71a3a, CTapasiChb He CMOTPeTh Ha MajieBy0 Kolleuky. Pe3ko
OTIIPBITHYB B CTOPOHY, OH 0OOTHY/I I'yCThIe 3apOC/IM KparvBbl, a [lecuaHast Byps
MIpU3eM/IM/IaCh TIPSIMO Ha KyCT W Teleph BBLICOKO TIOATIPbITMBajia, UTOObI
TOCKopee BbIOpAaTbCA M3 Kycaumx crebmeii Ha TBepAyro 3emi0. OrHerpus
YCKOPWJI IIIar ¥ BCKOPEe MOPABHSJICS C HEW.

— CuHsa 3Be3a HUKAK He MOXKeT OINPaBUTbCS OT TIOTPSACEeHUs, —
VKJIOHUMBO OTBeTW/1 OH. — IIpenarensctBo Korts oOkasanoch [Jjig Hee
CTPALLHBIM yapOoM.

— ¥YMa He NPUJIOXKY, KaK OHa He 3ario[03pusia ero paHbliie!

— A TBI caMa Korjja-HUOyJb ero rozo3peBasa? — BOIPOCOM Ha BOIMPOC
otBeTU/1 OTHErpuB.



— Het, — npusHanace Ilecuanas bypsa. — Hukrto ero He nozgo3spesan! Ho
Be/lb BCe y»Ke IaBHO TPUIIUIA B Cebsl.

A Bor CuHsaA 3Be3za Bce elrfe... — Y CHOBA KOILlleyka 3aMsjlacb, He Haxo[s
HY)>KHOI'O CJIOBA.

— W Bce xe oHa BezieT HaC Ha CoBeT, — HarloMHWI OTHerpus.

— BepHo! — nipocsetniena Ilecuanas bypsa. Hagexza, rpo3Byuasliiias B ee
rosioce, mpuobopusia OrHerpursa.

— OmHa Bce Ta xe CuHsAs 3Be3na, — [OBEPUTE/IbHO LIEMHY/J OH Ha YXO
[Tecuanoii bype. — Bot yBuauiib! OHM ApY>KHO TIpUOABWUIM IIIary U JIETKO
TepecKOUW/IA 4vepe3 pyueeK, KOTODbIM ellle He[aBHO, B MEePUOJ I1aBOJKa,
0OKas3aJiCsi HeTlpeooIMMbIM TIPeTsITCTBUEM AJisi TijleMeHU. Tereph pyueek ciabo
)Kypuas B CBOEM KAMEHUCTOM pPyCjie — TaKOW MeJIKUH, UTO POCTO HEBO3MOKHO
ObLIO MPe/ICTaBUTD €T0 BBIIIEIINM U3 Oeperos.

Bo3ne Yetbipex [lepeBbeB OHU TOUTU JOTHa/IW TOBapuiled. OrHerpus
yBepeHHO Besi [lecuanyto Bypto no cieny Hebosbiioro otpsiia. Tam, T/ie TOMbKO
yTO Tpo0eXkasu KOThbI, TPaBa M KYCTaPHUKU TIPOAOJKAIM C/erka B3ZparvBarh,
CJIOBHO HeTeprieHHe 1’ p030BbIX BOMHOB Tepeianoch aKke JIeCHOM 3eJIeHH.

Ha BepumHe xonma CuHsig 3Be3fa OCTaHOBW/IACh U MOJIYa yCTaBU/ach B
pacCTUIaBLIYOCS BHU3Y A0nuHY. BecmoTrpeBimncs, OTHerpuB yBUZe CHYHOLMe
BHM3y TMOKHe Kolllaubk CUIY3Thl, a BCKOpe YC/bIlaJl U TPUBETCTBEHHOE
MypsblkaHbe. Cyzasg [0 3amaxaM, 3acThbIBIIMM B HEIOJBUXHOM BO3ZyXe,
['po3oBoe 1uiems aBuioch Ha CoseT nociequuM. CrHsA 3Be3za, He OTPbIBAsCh,
cmotpesa Ha Ckany CoBeta, U OrHerpuB C TPeBOrOM 3aMeTWI, KaK MOJHUMAeTCS
1IepcTh y Hee Ha 3arpuBKe. Kazasoch, mnpeaBoauTenbHUIIA COOMpAeTCs C
cuiaMu, mpex/ie yeM OPOCUTHCS CO CK/IOHA BHU3.

Hakownelj, criyck Hadascsi. OrHerpuB Gexkast psijoM C TOBapuUIllaMH, TI03a/iu
Cuneir 3Be3/bl. BbICKOUMB Ha TOJISIHY, OH 3aMe//IW/ 11ar ¥ Hayasl BbIMCKUBAaTh
r7a3aMu PeuHbIX KOTOB, HaflesCh yBUeTh cpeau HUX KpyTtoGoka. OrjenoTka,
rnamaraii PeyHoro rieMeHH, pasroBapuBasa C KAKUM-TO HE3HAKOMbIM KOTOM U3
rieMeHn TeHeii. Meteop cugen psgom ¢ KamHeM u Monmya cMOTpen Ha
cobpaBimxcsa. Kpaem r1a3a OrHerpuB 3aMeTus ellje ABYX PeuHbIX KOTOB, HO
Korjja 00epHysCsi, TO OKa3ajoCh, YTO 3TO BCEr0 J/IMIlb FOHbIE OPY>KEHOCIIbI,
Hecyluecs: mornpuBeTcTBoBaTh bricTponarna u Llapanky. Hukakum KpyTo6okom
nobmm3octy Aake He maxyo. OrHerpuB ObLT K 3TOMYy TOTOB, HO BCE€ PaBHO
PacCTPOUJICS.

B HecKonbKUX MUChUX MPBDKKAX OT ce0si oH 3ameTus1 YepHOXBaTa — TOTO
camoro BouHa Betpa, kotopeii He mnpomyctun ux ¢ CuHed 3Be3nod K
Cestumuiy. Pagom ¢ HuMm crosin monopor OpHoyc. Korga-to naBHo OrHerpus
riomoras BouHam BeTpa BepHyTbCS JOMOW U3 U3rHAHUS U OU€Hb CAPYKUIICS C



3TUM OypbIM OTBa)KHBIM KOTHKOM, HO TeTlepb He pellasics Jaxe MOJ0UTU K HEMY.
YepHoxsar cmepun OrHerpuBa Mpe3pyTebHBIM B30POM, HO TOT 3acTaBuiI Cebs
caepxkarbesi. Celiuac Ob1710 He BpeMsi BO30OHOB/ISATH CCOPY.

[Ipy BOCMIOMUWHAHUM O HaHECeHHOM OcCKopOieHnu OTHErpuB HEBOJIBHO
BBIITYCTU/I KOITH, U SPOCTb €ro TOJIbKO yCUIWiaach, kKorga YepHoxsar
HaK/JIOHWICA K OHOYCy M UTO-TO 3alllellTajl eMy Ha yXO, Harvio MorisiJbIBasi Ha
rnamarasg ['posoBoro memenu. K pagoctu OrdHerpuBa, OpfHOYC JIUILIb
COUYBCTBEHHO TOCMOTpe/] B ero CTOPOHY M, Pe3KO MOAHSBIIWCH, OTOLIeT OT
YepHoxBara. TOT, BUAMMO, He OXHWAQJ TakKOro, MOTOMY UTO TIIPUHSJICA
pa3pa)keHHO xJjiecTaTb cebsg XBOoCTOM 10 6Ookam. OrHerpuB JOBOJILHO
TOIIeBe/IM/I yCaMy W, TOPAO IIpPOLLIeCTBOBaB MUMO YepHOxXBaTa, OTIPaBUIICS
TIOTIPUBETCTBOBATh PeuHbix KOTOB. [IpusTHO, uTO XOTS1 OBI OJJMH BOMH BeTpa He
3a0b11 TOTO, UeM ero mieMsi 00si3aHO I'po30BbIM KOTaMm!

OpHako ctowno emy Tipubmu3uTbcs K Ol1le/oTKe, KaKk ero yBepeHHOCTh
cpa3y rnoybaBusack. HecMOTpsi Ha TO, UTO OHM Terepb 3aHUMaJId paBHbIe MecTa
B TJIeMeHHOM vepapxuu, OrHerpuB cjierka pobes repesi SpOCTHOM Y Ha/IMEHHOM
Ouenotkon. Korma-to naBHO I'po30Bble U PeuHble KOTBI COLIMCH B K€CTOKOU
CXBaTKe Hajl yIIle/ibeM U O/liH 13 PeuHbix BOMHOB, besosamn, copBasicsi ¢ 00pbIBa
Y HacMepTb pa3busicsi 0 KamHU. Or1iesioTKa He 3abbia TOro Cayvasi, U C TeX Top
OrHerpvB MOCTOSSHHO YYyBCTBOBaJ/l ee HeIpeK/JIOHHYI HeHaBuCTb. Ho celuac
eMy He Tepreyioch y3HaThb UTO-HUOYL 0 KpyToOoKe, MO3TOMY OH 3acTaBus cebs
NpUOIU3UTLCA W TIOUTUTENBHO CKAOHWA TronoBy rmiepen Orenotkoit. Ta
TIOKJIOHW/IaCh B OTBET, U B IVIa3ax ee TIPOMeJIbKHYJIO JIF0OOMbITCTRO.

— 4 oiblana, Tel CTajl HOBBIM IVlallataeM [po30BOro rjieMeHu? —
cnpocuia oHa, U OTHerpuB TOHSJI, UTO C/IyXU O OBbIBIIIEM JIOMalllHeM KOTeHKe,
3aHsIBIIIEM BTOPOU TI0 BaXXHOCTH TOCT B TJIeMeHU, 00JieTesid Bech Jiec, mojobHo
muxopazake. CupgeBwi psigom ¢ Ouenotkod BOMH TeHell XOTesl UTO-TO
n00aBUTh, HO CJIOB €r0 HUKTO He pa300pasi, MOCKOAbKY OT HaTyTh OH TYT >Ke
Hayasl KpSIXTeTb U JaBUThCA. TombKo Terepb OrHErpuB 3amMeTH/I, UTO IIepCTh Y
OefHSITY CBasisijlaCh B KOJITYHBI, CJIOBHO OH 1[e/1yIO0 JTYHY He BbLTU3bIBA ee.

C TpyzioM MOAHSIBILIMCH Ha Jiarbl, OH, CTIOTHIKAsICh U JaBsiCh, TIOOPE TIPOUb.
O11e/i0TKa CIIOKOWHO TIPOBO/IUJIA €r0 B3IJISIIOM, a OTOM ObICTPO 06/1M3aia CBOkO
NIanKy ¥ BbITEPJIa MOPZOYKY.

— OH 310pOB? — HeyBepeHHO Cripocu OrHerpus.

— OH moxox Ha 370poBoro?! — orpbisHynack OrjesoTka, Ope3rIvBO
1o/pkaB TyObl. — Boo06iile-To, KOTbI He UMEIOT TpaBa SIB/IATbCS OO/bHBIMU Ha
Coser!

— MbI MOXKeM eMy ueM-HUOY/Ib TOMOUb? — TipobopmoTan OrHerpus.

— Y mnemenn TeHell ecTb CBOU LenuTenb, — oOTpe3ana OrenoTka,



ornyckasi arnky. Ee ycel BraxHo OsecHymu B TemMHoTe. — Hy, roBopu, 3auem
rokasioBan? He TepmuTcsi TOXBacTaThbCsi CBOMM BO3BbIllleHUWeM? Wnu Xxodellb
pa3y3HaTh, KaK >KUBeT TBOU JIPY>KOK?

OrHerpvB HEBOJILHO TIOEXKWJICS OT ee Pe3KOCTU, HO BOBpeMsi coobpasu,
yto O1lesioTKa caMa Havasia pa3roBop o KpyToboke.

— Kak oH? — po0OKO CIipoCcu/I OH.

— Tak cebe, — noxasa ryieuamu OriesioTka. — Pa3ymMmeeTcsi, eMy HUKOTa
He CTaThb HACTOSIIMM PeuHbIM KOTOM, HO, TIO0 KpailiHeli Mepe, OH Hauas
TIOHEMHOTY TIpUBBIKaTh K Bojle. TpygHO TpeGoBaTh Oosbiiiero oT I'po3oBoro

kKota! — OrHerpuB efiBa 3aCTaBWI Cebs BTIHYTb KOI'TH, HAaCTOJLKO pa3zpakas
€ro BBICOKOMEpDHBIM TOH TI/aliaras. — 3ar0 KOTITKA €ero — TIPOCTO
3arsifieHbe! — Kak HU B ueM He ObiBasio mpojosmkana Ornenotka. — Takue

3[l0pOBbIe, YMHbIe, KpacuBble! Bce B Math!

Ha mraoseHuve OrserpuBy I0OKa3asOCh, YTO 3aHOCYMBAs KOLIKa HApOYHO
3muT ero. OH yXe cobpasicst OTBETUTD el KaKOW-HUOY/Ib pe3KOCThI0, HO TYT M3-3a
ero CruHbI BbICTynuIa Kucrouka.

— IIpuBet, OuesioTKa, — I10340poBajacb OHa. — KaMeHb TOJILKO UTO
CKas3aa MHe, YTO y Bac B IjileMeHM TpubaBieHue. [0OBOPUT, MOSIBUMUCH elle
KOTSITKH, He cunTas eToK KpyTtoboka?

— [a, — kuBHyna Ouenotka. — B 311 3esenble JIucTbs 3Be3gHOe I1eMs
6/1aroC/I0BUIIO HAIITy AETCKYHO.

— OH cka3sas, yTo HeBUZIMMKVHBI KOTAATA CKOPO CTAaHYT OPY’KeHOCL|aMU, —
ripopo/pkana Kucrouka. — Kak pa3 Te ABOe, KOTOPbIX Haill OrHerpus criac BO
BpeMsi HaBOJIHeHHsl, — TiprbaBu/ia OHa, U B I/1a3aX ee MPOMEeJbKHY/IU 030DHbIe
nckopku. O1je/ioTKa pa3/ipa’keHo rmepekocuiach, Ho OrHerpuBy ObLIO y>Ke He [0
Hee. Mbic/iu ero niepeHec/iuch K Kamuto u HeBuivMke. BbicTpo 06epHYBILIKCE,
oH yBuzen CHHIOK 3Be3.y, OAUHOKO CUsIyto Bo3sie Ckanbl CoBeTOB. 3HaeT i
NpeJBOAUTEe/IbHULIA, UYTO ee CbIH ToXe 37eck? Crblllajza JM OHa, UTO
HeBuVMKUHBI [eTU BOT-BOT CTaHyT OpyXeHoclaMu? Korga OH CHOBa
obepHy’ics K cobeceiHMLIaM, TO YBU/Ie JIUILb CTIUHY yaassitoleiicss OLe/ToTKU.

Kucrouka coOuyBCTBEHHO [IOCMOTpeia Ha CBOero Iviallaras.

— He Tpych, OrHerpuB. EcaM IIpUCMOTpeTbCS, He Takasg YK OHa
rnpoTuBHasA. Hafo TO/MBKO TNPUBLIKHYTH. Bce ocrasbHble PeuHble KOTBI OYeHb
pajbl Hac BUAeTb. OHM 3HAIOT, UTO He TiepeXuIu Obl MaBo/OK 0Oe3 momollu
I'po3oBoro miemeHud. Kpome Toro, Bbl 6e3 60si coracMiuMch OTAATh UM
CepebpsIHKUHBIX KOTSIT.

— Ho OrenoTka Bceryia HeHaBuziesa KpyTob6oka, — ropbKo HarlOMHUI el
OrnerpuB. — C Tex caMbIxX mop, Kak besosian copsascsi ¢ obpeiBa. OHa Bcerza
cuuTaa, 4YTo B ero CMepTy BUHOBAT KpyToOOoK.



— E# cnemyer HayuuThbcs 3a0biBaTh UM TIPOIaTh, — B3/0XHY/A
Kucrtouka. — KpyTobok npuHec PeuHoMy rjieMeHHM JBYX 3/0POBBIX, KPACHUBbIX
KOTsIT. — OHa 03ab0ueHHO orJisifiesia TIOsTHY U BAPYT cripocusia: — Thl 0bpaTus
BHUMaHMe, KaK Majio CeroiHs KOTOB U3 IyieMeHU TeHein?

— Het, — nokauan ronoBor OrHerpuB. — {1 1oKa BHJe/ TOMBKO JBOUX
BOMHOB TeHel. [IpyuemM oj¥iH U3 HUX MPOCTO Y>KACHO KaLLLJISI.

— IIpaBga? — c mro60MBITCTBOM cripocusia KrcTouka.

— B03MOXXHO, BO BCeM BUHOBATA JIMHbKA, — TPeANo/I0KUI OrHerpus.

— Bynem HazesiTbesd, — comiacuiack Kucrouka.

I'poMKMM KpUK pa3pascs ¢ BeplirHbl CKasbl. OTO MeTeop npu3biBaa KOTOB
K Moa4yaHuto. OmissHyBLIKMCh, OTHerpuMB yBHJeJI, UTO TpeABOAuTeNb PeuyHoro
TJieMeHd CTOMT Ha OTPOMHOM KaMHe, W ero TyCTasi 11epCTb CusieT, obnuTas
nyHHbIM cBeToM. [Io omHY cTOpoHy OT Hero cuziena CuHss 3Be3a, 1o APYTYHo
— 3Be3gHbld  Jlyu, npenBoputens IuieMeHHW Berpa. 3a ux crnvHamy,
TIOJTYCKPBITBHIN TeHbIO packuaucToro ay6a, cumen YepHas 3Be3/a, MpeABOAUTEb
ieMenu Teneit. Ero By notpsic OrHerpuBa. Ot UYepHoM 3Be3[bl OCTa/lIUCh
KOKa Jla KOCTU. [ake mozyKapele KOThI IjieMeHHd BeTpa, TpUBBIKILIKE HOCUTBCS
3a pe3BbIMU KDOJMKaMM, Ka3aJauChb TOJCTbIMU 3[0POBSIKAMU I10 CPaBHEHUIO C
nipegBoauTesieM ryiemeHu Teneii. Ho ziesio Obi710 He To/bkO B Xyznobe. UepHasi
3Be3ma cuzen, cropbuBIIMCh, 0@CCUIBHO YPOHMB TOJMIOBY Ha rpyab. OrHerpus
nogyman 6bi710, UTO OH OO/IeH, HO BOBpeMsi BCIIOMHWI, uTo YepHast 3Be3za ObLT
CTaperIIMHOM y)Ke TOrha, KOrja BO3IVIaBU/ CBOe IUIeMSI T0C/ie W3THaHUSA
XBocTtonoma. Bo03MOXHO, 3TO TIPOCTO CTapoCTh, HEYBEPEHHO MOAyMal
OrnerpuB. 3Be3fHOe IjieMsl JApUT TpeABOJUTE/ISIM [eBATh KOLIaYbWX >KU3HEH,
HO Jla’Ke OHO He B CUJIaX MOBEPHYTh BpeMsl BCIIATH!

— Ilouvm! — Tuxo ckasana Kierouka, u, ciegysa 3a Held, OrHerpus
TIDOTUCHYJICSI B TIepBbie Psifibl COOPABIIMXCS U YCeCS MeXAy CBoelt Oypoii
corieMeHHULer U HeBUIMMKOU.

— CuHsig 3Be3/a kejlaeT TOBOPUThH TMEePBOM, — TPOBO3MIacua MeTeop ¢
BepluMHbl CKasbl. Hak/I0HUB ro/ioBy K npeaBojuTebHuULe ' pO30BOro miemMeHHy,
OH OTCTYMWJ/I Ha3ajl, yCTyrasi eii MecTo repej cobpaHueMm.

— XBocTtosioM MepTB! — TpoMKo 00bsiBuna CuHsisi 3Be3fja, U TOJIOC ee
MpO3ByYa/l yBEePEHHO U TBepAo, Kak pasblie. [lo Tonme mnpokatuics
B3BO/IHOBAHHBIA 1III€NOT, CMEHUBIIMICS B3/0XOM Bceobillero obserueHusl.
OrnerpuB 3ameTus, uto Aaxe YepHasi 3Be3Zja pe3KO BCKMHYJI FOJIOBY U JlepHYJI
XBOCTOM. Ka3anocs, U3BecTre 0 CMepTH 3aK/IATOr0 Bpara npuzaaao eMy CHIL.

— Kak oH ymep? — mnpockpuriesn YepHas 3Be3zga. CuHsA 3Be3ja Mosiya
OKWHY/Ia B3IVISIIOM TIOSIHY, 3a/JIMTYH0 CepeOpUCTbIM JIYHHBIM CBETOM, U
TIpoio/pKaja, CJIOBHO He CJIbIlIa ero Bonpoca:



— ¥ I'p030BOrO 1/71IEMeHH Telepb HOBbIM I/lallaTai.

— UYto cinyuwnoce ¢ Korrem?! — paszasncs U3 TOMIMbI [PUTUXIIUX KOTOB
VICITyTaHHbIM BO3IVIaC KAKOW-TO KOLLIKU U3 TjileMeHu Betpa.

— OH Toxe ymep? — nogzgepxana ee Ouenorka. Ee Bompoc C0BHO
rnpopBas  IJIOTUHY. OTOBCIOAY TMOC/BIIAJIUCE YYaCT/IMBblE BOMNPOCHI U
COUyBCTBeHHble BO3I/1ackl, ¥ OrHerpvB B KOTOPbIA pa3 C HEBOJBHOM IOPeubio
yOenucs, HaCKOBKO yBakasu B jiecy cTpaiirHoro Korrs.

OH B3BO/THOBaHHO NOcMOTpes Ha CUHIOK 3Be3y, KOTOPYIO CO BCeX CTOPOH
3abpackIBa/iv BOIIPOCAMU.

— Kak on noru6?

— bbu1o cpaxkenue? C kem?

— OH ymep ot 60s1e3HU?

— DTO0 OBL/T HECUACTHBIN C/Tydait?

OrHerpvB BeCb Harpsrcs, 3aMeTHB, KaK TOBapuvly IO IUIEeMeHU Bce
IUVIOTHee Y IUIOTHee MPUJBUTAalOTCAd K HeMy, CJIOBHO MILYT 3aljuThl OT rpaja
BOINpOCOB. HUKTO M3 HHMX He XOTes OTKPbIBaTb COCEASAM Y)KAaCHYHO MpaBAy O
ripefiaTe/IbCTBe ObIBIIIEro raiiatasi. Oraerpus rsien Ha CuHIO0 3Be3ay, HO Ta
TBEP/JI0 CMOTpeJia TIpsIMO Tiepes; coboii, He obpailjasi BHUMaHUsI Ha Bceobijee
BOJIHEHME.

HakoHel] BOIMpOChl CTUX/W, W HeJOYMEHHOe MOJlYyaHue IIOBUCJIO Haf,
niosigsHOU. Tosbko Torma CrHsst 3Be3/a 3aroBopuy/ia CHOBa, U rOJIOC ee TIPO3ByYall
CTIOKOMHO Y TBEP/IO:

— Hammm HoBbIM riataraem cran OTHerpus.

MHoxecTBO I1a3 BOWIOCh B OrHerpuBa, U OH HEBOJIBHO pasfy/csi OT
ropgoctd. Ha 3TOT pa3 HUKTO He BbIpa3wi CBoero yaueiaeHus. He Obuio
TIPOM3HECEHO HU 3ByKa. bosiblllasi yacTh COOpaBIIMXCSl y)Ke 3Hajia O TOM, YTO
OBIBIIIMIA IOMAIITHUAM KOTEHOK CTaJl IiaiaraeM ['po30Boro rmjieMeHu.

Ot HactynuBlIed TuUlMHBI y OrHerpuBa 3a3BeHesi0o B yiuax. [IpunaB K
3emsie, OH ycTaBwicsa Ha Ckasny, 6e33ByuHO yMoOJsisi TIpeJBOAUTENeN MOCKopee
B0300HOBUTHL 00bIUHOE TeueHue CoBerta.

— Ilo3gpasiidaro! — ejie CI/IBILIHO LIEITHY/IA eMy Ha yxo HeBunmka.

OH ObICTPO KMBHYJ eil. Bosibllle HUKTO He Mpou3HeC HU coBa. OTHerpuB
CJ/IBIIIA JIMIIb BO30Y)XK/IeHHOe [bIXaHue U BUjen OecurcieHHble psbl T7a3,
yCTaBUBIIMXCA Ha Hero. CbeXUBLIWCH MOJ 3TUMU B3IVISIZIAMU, OH BADPYT C
y’>KacoM To/[ymMasi O TOM, UTO TIOUYBCTBOBA/IM Obl BCe 3TH KOThI, e/ Obl y3Ha/H,
uyto CuHssA 3Be3/a, Ha3Hayasi HOBOIO IV1alllaTasi, HapyIlInia CBSIeHHbIN 3aKOH.

Ero pa36y,Z[I/IJ'[I/I BCTpPEBOXEHHbIE€ KPUKHW U 6LICprIﬁ TOIIOT KOLIAUYBbMX JIdIl.
OFHEFPI/IB OTKDBUI IVla3d U TYT XK€ 3dKMYPHJICA OT SPKOro CBe€Td, JIbIOLIEeroca



CKBO3b BeTBM BOWHCKOW Tiemiepbl. CKBO3b CTEHY JIMCThEB MPOCYHY/IACh
30/i0THCTasi ronioBka [lecuanoit Bypu. Ee GnenHo-3e/eHble 171a3a BO30y»KIE€HHO

CBepKaJu.

— MpbI 3axBaTwiM [ByX BOWHOB M3 TjieMeHU TeHeu! — 3a/bIXasch,
KpUKHY/Ia OHa. OTHerpyuB BCKOUM/I, COPOCHB C ce0st OCTaTKM CHa.

— Yro?! I'ne?

— Bo3sne Cosunoro [lepeBa! — otparnoproBana Ilecuanas byps u
nobaBuia C MIOX0 CKPBITOM HacMellKoi: — OHu criamu! — ObUI0 BUHO, UTO

OecrieuHOCTh BPAaroB He BbI3bIBAeT Y Hee HUUero, KpoMme rpe3peHus.

— Bb1 yke coobmmmnu Cuneit 3Be3e?

— [IbIM TOJIBKO UTO TIOLLIEJT 0K/Ia/iblBaTh, — OTBETW/IA KOIIeuKa, Bblie3ast
u3 neijepbl. OTHETPUB TIPBITHYJ BCJIe/ 3a Hel, pa30yauB BeTporoHa, KOTOpHIiA
WCIyTaHHO BCKUHYJI TOJIOBY, He TIOHKMMasi, ueM BbI3BaHa BceoOlllasi CymaToxa.

B Houb mocsie CoBera OrHerpuB crian mioxo u becriokoiiHo. OH ObLn
MoTpsiceH TpPoOOBOM THIIMHOM, KOTOPOM coOpaBliiMecss KOTbl BCTPETUIN
M3BECTHME O €ero Ha3HaueHWW TIv/allataeM. A OH-TO HaJesiics, YTO JHU ero
TOPbKOTO OZMHOYECTBa HaBCerJa OCTaauch B mpouuioM! Ho Buepa yrprombie
B3IVISI/Ibl UY>KMX KOTOB JTyullle BCSIKUX C/I0B HAIIOMHU/IM €MY, UTO OHU [I0 CUX T10P
BUJAT B HeM uyykaka. OH He 3Haji, 4yeM BbI3BaHa BpaXk/leOHOCTb KOTOB — TO JIU
BCEMYy BHUHOW €ro «HEUMCTOe» TIPOMCXOXKAeHHWe, TO JIM Ccoceau, TMo00HO
crapukaM u3 [po3oBoro TijieMeHd, OOSAMUCH TIOC/EACTBUNM  HapyIIeHUs
CBSILLIEHHOTO puTyasna. Tak wid uHade, OTrHerpuBy BCHO HOUb CHWIWCh
He3HaKOMble KOThl, KOTOpPbIe B y)Kace OTIIAThIBAJUCh OT Hero, OyATO OH ObLT
3/I0Bellleil COBOM — BeCTHUI[e HeCcuacThsl U THOeIH.

M BOT Temepb yTPO NpENOAHEC]O €My HOBOe UCMbiTaHue. Kak Jo/mkeH
MOCTYNUTh TJ/lalllaTali C COCeAsiMH, 3aXBaue€HHbIMM Ha MCKOHHBIX 3eMJIIX
I'po3oBoro miemenu?! Xotb Obl cerofHs K CuHeli 3Be3/ie BepHYIUCH CUJbI, U
OHa cMmorvia Obl TOMOYb CBOEMY TJalliaTato!

PaccBeTHbIN Marpy/b, COUBIIMCH B KYyuKy, CHJe/J B LIeHTpe TIOJISHBI.
[TpoTucHyBIIMCL CKBO3b Hero, OrHerpuB yBUjien ABYX BOWHOB TeHeil. KoTbl
CKOPUWJTCh Ha >KeCTKOM TpaBe, paciylliiB XBOCThI U MPWXKaB YU K 3aTbUIKY.

OpHOTO U3 BOMHOB OH y3HaJ C MepBOro B3r/isifia. DTOro 6yporo KoTa Korja-
TO 3Banu [lepbinko. OrHerpvB BIiepBble yBUZEN ero Ha ofHOM u3 CoOBeTOB,
Korjla TOT OB ellle KPOIIeYyHbIM KOTeHKOM. JKecTokuii XBOCTOJ/IOM, OBIBILIWI
TOr/la MpeABOJuTeeM TijieMeHU TeHeid, MPOM3Be/ TPEXMECSYHOrO Masblilla B
opykeHocLpl. Temepb OH MOAPOC W TPEBPAaTWICS B CWIBHOTO KOTa, HO TIO-
TIpe)KHEMY BBITVIsiZieNT OueHb XpynkuM. Kpome Toro, ¢ HuM ObIJIO SIBHO UTO-TO He
Tak. [llepcTh Ha Gokax ObIBIIIETO OpPY’)KEHOCIIA CBajsilaCh B KOJATYHbI, OH BeCh
mpornax majianbi0 U crpaxoM. Ero 3ajgHue jarnbl HalOMUHAMW OOI/IOZaHHbIE



NITUUbYA KDPbUIbS, T1a3a WIyOOKO BBa/WauCh. OTHErpyMB HEBOJIBHO CMYTHIICH,
TIOTPSICeHHBIN C1ab0CThIO0 TIPOTUBHUKA, U TiepeBesl B3Mis/ Ha BypaHa, KOTODBIii
BO3IVIABJIS/I 3/I0TIO/TYYHBIN NATPYJIb.

— OHU 0OKa3aJiv COTIPOTHB/IeHUE, KOT/la Bbl MX 0OHAPYXU/IN?

— Het, — mnipu3Hasics bypaH u cMyllleHHO MaxHY/1 XBOCTOM. — Korza mbl
ux pa30yaunu, OHU Cpa3y CTalu yMOJSTb, UTOOBI Mbl JOCTAaBWIM WX B CBOU
narepsb.

OrHerpuvB COBepILIEHHO pacTepsiICs.

— YMonaTe? — nepecnpocui oH. — Ho 3auem?

— I'me 5T BouHbI U3 riemeHu TeHel?! — pa3zgasncst rpoMKu KpUk CuHen
3Be3/bl, W TIPeABOAUTENbHUIIA DEIIUTe/NIbHO TIPOJIOKUIa cebe mopory K
IUIEHHMKaM. B3missHyB B ee /M0, TepeKOIIeHHOe CTPaxOM U SPOCTHIO,
OrHerpus MoxoJ/oze.

— HoBoe HanazeHue?! — mpoimnena MpeABOAUTE/bHULIA, TOXKHPast
r71a3aMu JBYX TJIEHHUKOB.
— bBypan oOHapy>kun uX BO BpeMs MaTpy/JMPOBaHUs, — TOPOIUIMBO

o0bsichun OrHerpuB, 0osick, uto CuHss 3Be3fia, He pa300paBIIUCh, TPUKaXKET
CypOBO HakasaTb cocefieri. — OHU MMPOCTO Crav Ha Halleld TePPUTOPUM.

— Cnamu?! — ¢eipkHyna CuHsis 3Be3za, NpWwKUMasi YU K rojioBe. —
['oBOpY NpsiMO, Ha HAC Haraau Uiy HeT?

— Mbl HUrZle He OOHApYXWIM HUKAKUX JIPYTUX BOWHOB, KDOME 3THUX, —
oto3Basicad bypas.

— Tb1 yBepeH? — He yHuManach CuHsig 3Be3fia. — ITO Moria ObITh
noByiika! OfHOrO B3r/isf/la HA HECYACTHBIX KOTOB ObUIO /10CTaTOUHO, UTOOBI
TIOHATbL — HU O KAaKOM HamajleHWu He Momio uatyd v peud. Ho Cunsag 3Besga
Obuia ipaBa. Hazio okoHuaTenbHO yOeAUTHCS, UTO B JieCy He TIPUTAW/IUCh JIpyTue
BOWHBI, XXAyLIWe CArHasa K arake. Kpome toro, mpauHo nogymas OrHerpus,
pellieHWe TOC/AaTh JOTO/JHUTE/NBHBIN TaTpy/ib YCIOKOUT B30y0pakeHHbIM
pacCyloK TMpeABOAUTeNbHULIBI. B3M0xHYB, OH Tofio3Bas K cebe Kucrouky wu
JbIMa.

— BospmuTe Ka[plii [0 BOWUHY U OPYKEHOCLy W OTIpPaB/SIUTeChH.
[Tpouemre Bcto Tepputoputo oT ['pemsuert Tponbl 0 Hamero Jjareps. S
JO/DKeH yOeIuThCsl, UTO Ha Hallleli 3eMJie He TlaXHeT ryieMeHeM TeHeil.

K ero obnerueHuto, BOUHbI OeCTPEKOC/TIOBHO MOBHHOBA/IKCH. [IbIM T03Ba
BetporoHa u Yrosbka, a Kucrtouka ok/vkHysa beictposnaria u byporo, u Bckope
11eCTepo KOTOB y>Ke MUa/IMCh K BBIXOAY U3 Jlarepsl.

OrHerpus NoBepHYJICA K JPOJKallUM II/IEHHUKAM.

— Uto BBl genanmu Ha 3emsie ['po30oBOro IieMeHuU? CIIPOCUI OH. —
[Tepsiiiko, OTBeUai, uTo MprBesio Teds croma?



Kot nofiHsin rosioBy. B ero kpyribix 1ia3ax ObLIO CTOMBKO TOCKH U CTpaxa,
yTo OrHerpvB IMOYYBCTBOBA/l HEOXKHUAAHHYHO »Ka/loCTb. Celyac 3TOT B3POC/IbIA
KOT HaroMuHas 6ecrioMoII[HOTO KOTeHKa, KaKUM OH 3aroMHuIcs OrHerpuBy Ha
TOM 3710110/1y4yHOM CoBserte.

— be... Benorpygpiii... Mbl ¢ BenorpyasiM pelviv ONpyunTH K BaM 3a
TIOMOIIIBIO. .. MBI iyMasid, BbI JJaiIiTe HaM HEMHOTO efibl U lie/ieOHbIX TpaB, —
BbI/laBUJ/I OH.

['po30BbIe KOTBI HeJOBEpUMBO 3alllMIIe/Id, M HeCUaCTHbIA HCITyTraHHO
TIOIATUJICS, ellje CHU/IbHee BXKaBIIKWCh B UCCYLIIeHHYI0 3HOeM 3eMJII0.

OrHerpus B U3yMJ/IEHUU YCTAaBUW/ICS Ha IJIeHHUKA. C KaKUX 3TO IIOP BOWHBI
TeHel UIYT MOMOILM Y CBOUX 3aK/ISIThIX Bparos?!

— Ilogoxau, OrHerpuB! — pasfancst COBCeM pSIOM CIIOKOMHBIA T'0JIOC
[lermenrolIKKM.  Y4yeHulla Lie/IUTe/NbHULIbL, TIPULYPUBLIKWCH, BHUMAaTe/bHO
paccMaTpuBajia HelpoOLIeHbIX TOCTed. — IDTH KOThbI He TPeJCTaB/IsIOT JJ1s Hac
HUKakoi omacHocTu. OHM 6osbHBI! — [IpuxpambiBasi, OHa BLICTYITM/IA BIiepe(,
nogoiia K Ilepeiky ¥ GepexHO B3siia B POT €ro IepejHION Jary. —
[Topyiieuka coBceM ropsidasi! — OHa BBIMYCTH/Ia Jlaly, U Ta OeCCUIBHO yriasa Ha
3em/1t0. — /la OH BeCb ropur!

Ona cobpanack ObUIO B3ATb B POT Jially BTOPOTO KOTa, KakK BAPYT B TOJITY
KOTOB Bpe3asach Lllepbarasi.

— He cmei, Tlenentonika! — mpockpexketana oHa. — Celuac ke OTOUIU
OT HuUx!

Koliieuka HeJIOBKO OTLLIATHY/IACh.

— Ho mouemy? — u3ymsieHHO rpobopmoTasna oHa. — OTU KOTbI OO/BHBI,
MbI 00si3aHbI TIOMOUb WM! — CKJ/IOHWB TOJIOBY, OHa YMOJISIIOIIle ITOCMOTpe/ia

cHavasia Ha OrHerpuBa, notoM Ha CuHIO0 3Be3ny. — Mbl J0/DKHBI IOMOYb! —
HaCTOWUYMBO MOBTOPW/IA OHA.

B3opel Bcex cobpaBiuxcsa ycTpeMwidch Ha CuHIOIO 3Be3y, HO
TpeJBOAUTEe/TbHULIA, CJIOBHO MapajM30BaHHasi, He CBOJIW/IA OKPYIVIMBIIMXCS Va3
C TIJIeHHWKOB. BuHO ObLIO, UTO OHAa pacTepsHa W BCEMM CHIAMHM CTapaeTcs
CrIpaBUTLCSI C HApacTalwIMM CTpaxoM W oxkectoueHWem. OrHerpus
BbITIpSIMIIICS. [Jlor Tramiatass TpeOoBajs HeMe[jieHHO OTB/IeUb BHHUMaHUE
COTJIEMEeHHHUKOB U 1aTh CHHel 3Be3/ie BpeMsi, UTOObI CITPaBUTHLCS C BOJTHEHHEM.

— UTo 3acTaBU/IO Bac MPUUTH UMEHHO K HaM? — CIPOCHUJ/ OH Y TIJIEHHBIX.
Ha 3TOT pa3 emy oTBeTU/1 BTOPOU KOT, KOTOpOro [lephiiiiko Ha3Ban benorpyzabim.
ITOT KOT OBbUT UepeH, KaK CMOJIb, ¥ TOJBKO I'PyJKa U HOCOUKH, HeKorzia berble,
Terepb ObUIM CePhIMM OT T'PSI3U U TIBUIH.

— BbI niomoranu nieMeHu TeHeW paHblile, KOrJa Mbl PEIIW/IM W3THATh
XBOCTO/IOMa, — THXO OTBeTHUN OH. «HO Beab MbI Jamu Tipubeskuilie Balllemy



ObiBIlIeMy TipeaBoauTesnito! — mogmyman OrHerpuB. — Heykenu Besnorpyabiit
3a0b1 06 3TOM?!» M TYyT OH BCIIOMHWJI, UTO >K€CTOKUM XBOCTOJIOM 3aCTaBWJI
9TUX KOTOB CTaTb OPYXKEHOCLIAMU B Ty T[OPY, KOrJa OHU TOJIbKO-TOJIBKO
OTOPBa/IMCh OT MaTePUHCKOTO XUBOTA. Jl0/KHO ObITh, M30aB/ieHre OT Y>KaCHOTO
TpeBOAUTENA CTa/I0 [JiI HUX TaKUM CYaCTbeM, B CPaBHEHHWU C KOTOPBIM ero
JanbHelnas cynbba He UMesia HUKakKoro 3HaueHusi. Kpome Toro, Tereps, mocrie
cMepTu XBOCTO/IOMA, ['po30Boe IuieMs Iepecrano Yrpoxarb CyLjeCTBOBAaHUIO
BOMHOB TeHel, a MOBCeAHEBHOE COMEPHUUECTBO TyieMeH ObUIO B JieCcy [iefioMm

TIPUBBIYHBIM.
— MBI HaZ|es/IMCh, UTO Bbl CMOXKETe TIOMOYb HaM U Tellepb, — MPOJ0/IKal
Benorpyabiii. — UYepHast 3Be3z1a 3aboses. Bo/bHBIX Tak MHOTO, UTO B HallleM

jiarepe 1[apyT Xaoc. Y Hac He XBaTaeT 1]eJieOHbIX TpaB... U CBeXXel eflbl.

— A uro xe Hacmopk? OH xe Baml Lenurenb! Kakercs, romorarb
3ab0/eBIIMM BXOJUT B ero obsizaHHOCTU! — psiBkHysa Lllep6arasi, mipexxze uem
OruHerpus ycriej 4to-TO OTBETUTb.

Ee pe3kuii TOH 3aCTaBU/ €r0 COJPOTHYThCS — KakK Obl TaM HU ObUIO, HO
[Ilepbarast Korga-To MpHHazie)kana K ruieMeHu Teneii! Pazymeercs, OrHerpus
HUCKOJIbKO He COMHeBaJ/ICsl B ee MpeJaHHOCTU [pO30BbIM KOTaM, HO TeM He
MeHee Ile/iuTe/lbHUIIA MoOr7ia Obl HaliTU B CBOeM CcCepfille XOTb HEMHOTO
cocTpajiaHus K befie OBIBIIIMX COTIEMEHHUKOB!

— Ha BuepaiHem CoBete UepHasi 3Be3/a BbIIVIsiZie/ BIIOJIHE 3[40POBbIM! —
BCTaBU/1 YacTOKO.

— [Ha! — mnoarBepauna CuHsAs 3Be3fa, U IVla3a ee HeJ0BEepUYMBO
comypwince. OpHako OrHerpuB cpa3y BCIIOMHWI, KAaKUM HW3MOXXJEHHBIM
T0Ka3ascsi eMy BUepa IpeaBojuTe/b rieMeHn TeHed. [1o3ToMy OH HUUYTH He
yAUBUIICS, KOrja [IepbIlliko OTBeTUII:

— Korza oH BepHy/iCa B jarepb, eMy CTajio Xyxe. HacMOpk BCIO HOYb
rposes Bo3jie Hero. OH HY Ha 1Iar He OTXOAUT OT IpefBojuvTesisd. Buepa oH
HUYEro He CAefaa i KpPOLIeYHOrO0 KOTeHKa, KOTOpPbIM yMupaa BO3je
MaTepUHCKOTO >KMBOTa. HacMOpK He fan fake MakOBbIX 3epeH, 4ToObl
00JIerunTh Masblilly TyTellecTBUe K 3Be3qHOMY TijieMeHu! Mbl GouMcs... UTO
OH ocTaBuT 0Oe3 romoIru Bcex Hac. [Tomorute! IMoxkanyiicta, momoruTe Ham!

Ero ymonsrouui Boruie notpsic OrHerpuBa. OH nocmotpes Ha CHHIOHO
3Be31y, Haj/lesCh, UTO CTPaZlaHWsl HeCUaCTHBIX TIPOOYWIIN »KaoCTh B ee Ceplie,
HO IvV1a3a [peABOAUTE/IbHULIbI 0CTaBaIUCh XOJIO4HBIMU.

— OHnu f0/DKHBI yiTH! — pe3ko psiekHysa [lepbarast.

— Ho nouemy? — B3opBascsa OrHerpuB. — OHU He TIpeCTaBIIsOT [
HaC HUKAKOU OIMacHOCTH!

— Onu pa3Hocst 6omne3Hs! B cBoe Bpemst 51 y>ke BU/iesia 3Ty XBODPb B Jlarepe



TeHell, — TMpOCKpHIIeNa I[e/IMTe/IbHULIA, O0XOZAs TIJIEHHUKOB KPYyroM W He

CTyCKasi C HUX HAaCTOPOXKeHHbIX T1a3. — B mocnenuuii pa3 6osie3Hb yHecsa
MHO>XeCTBO KU3Heu. ..
— Ho 53710 Beap He 3enenbli Kamens? — cnopocun OreerpuB. Ilpu

YIIOMUHAHUK O XBOPH, CBHUPEICTBOBaBLIeM B jiarepe B ce30H [osbix /lepeBnes,
Cpa3y HeCKOJIbKO KOTOB HeBOJIbHO MONATU/IUCH Ha3ag,.

— Hert! ¥ o101 601€3HU fla’ke HeT Ha3BaHMsl, — rpobopmotara Ilepbaras,
NpOJ0/IKask MPUCTAILHO pasIvisblBaTh MJIEHHUKOB. — Ee NIPUHOCAT KPbIChI, UTO
JKMBYT Ha MOMOMKax y [IByHOrMX, BO3/ie Ja/ibHell rpaHuLbl ryieMeHu TeHel. —
Crapyxa 37106H0 mocMmoTpesia Ha Ilepbiiiko. — Hajetoch, Ballid CTapeIIvHbI
3HAIOT, UTO 3TH KPbICHI Pa3HOCAT CMEPTh, II03TOMY Ha HUX HeJIb351 OXOTUTLCA?!

— OfgvH U3 Opy)XeHOCL|eB MpUHeC KpbICY B Jarepb, — CKasajl
[Tepbiiiiko. — OH ObUT CUIITKOM MOJIOA, UYTOOBI 3HATh O O0JIe3HH. . .

Kakp1ii B310X [aBasiCsi HECYACTHOMY C OFPOMHBIM TPYyZOM, a I'po3oBbie
KOTBI MOJIUa CUJZie/IU U CMOTPe/IU Ha Hero.

— UYTto Ham Jenatb? — crpocus OrHerpus, obOpaiijasick K CuHeld 3Be3ze.
[Tycte 3Be3mHOe miemMsi MPOSICHUT MBIC/IY TPeBOAUTE/IbHULIBI U TIOMOXKET e
TIPUHATH pellieHre, KOTOporo et oT Hee I'po3osoe ruiems! Ho Cunsasa 3Be3sa
TIpOMOJTYasia, He CBO/S HeBUSILEro B30pa C KOTOB IjieMeHU TeHew.

BMmecto Hee oTBeTuna Lllepbarasi.

— CuHssa 3Be3zal IIponuio He Tak MHOTO BpeMeHHU C TeX M0p, Kak B HalleM
narepe cBuperctBoBas 3eneHbi Kaienb. Torma Thl moTepsiia »KU3Hb, —
HallOMHW/IA LeJIUTe/IbHULIA U 33yMUYMBO COLIypW/Ia Iviasa, Aymas O 4YeM-TO
cBoeM. OrHerpuB 3Hal, 0 ueM. Bo Bcem riiemMeHu TofbKo oHUM co Illep6aroii
3Hami, uto y CuHHel 3Be3[bl OCTajach B 3arace BCero OfHa >Ku3Hb. Eciu
Heu3BecTHasi 00/1e3Hb MpUieT B jlarepb, CuHss 3Be3la MOXKeT yMepeTh, OCTaBUB
niemMss 6e3 mipegBoguTeNbHUIBL. OT 3TOM MbicM y OrHerpvBa  XoJoZ0K
ripobeskas 1o CruHe, U OH 310KO TIOeXWU/ICS, HeCMOTPs Ha yTpeHHee COJIHIIE.
CuHsas 3Be3zia MeJ/IeHHO KUBHY/IA.

— Toi npaBa, [epbaTasi, — HErpOMKO CKa3ajia OHa. — JTH KOTbI JIO/DKHBI
TIOKMHYTh Halll jarepb. OTHerpuB, OT TpaBb HUX o00OpaTHO! — GeccTpacTHO
3aKOHYMJ/Ia OHA U MOBEepPHYJaCh, FOTOBast CKPLITHCS B CBOEH TleLepe.

Ha mrHoBenue OrHerpuB 3akosiebascsi. ObserueHue, KOTOpOe OH UCITBITAI,
yCJIbIIIAaB OKOHYATeTbHbINA TPUTOBOP TPeIBOJIUTE/LHULIbI, OBICTPO CMEHW/IOCh
JKaJIOCThIO K HeCUACTHBIM.

— Mei ¢ [lecuanor Bypei npoBoAWM HX 10 CaMOM I'paHULIbl, — HEXOTS
cka3an oH. CobpaBivecs: ofmoOpuTenbHO 3artymesnu. [1ephilliko ycTaBU/ICS Ha
OrHerpuBa, B Ila3ax ero 3acThbiia 0Oe33ByuHass MosibOa. OTHErpuB C TpPYJOM
3acTaBu/I ce0st OTBECTH B3IVISI.



— Bo3Bpalantech B CBOU Mellepbl, — BeJieJl OH COM/IEMeHHUKaM.

Kortb! GeciilyMHO pacchIairch B CTOPOHBI, ¥ Bckope OrHerpus c IlecuaHoi
Bypeii ocramuce HaeguHe ¢ OosbHBIMH. Tonbko Ilemesmoiika He CrielIvia
yxoautb. HeoxuganHo y besorpygoro Havasiace pota. OH BeCb TPSACCS, TeJIO
ero CoZporajioCb OT MyUUTE/IbHbIX CI1a3MOB.

— TloxkanyucTa, 103B0JIb MHE TOMOYb MM! — B3Moywiack [lenentolika.

OrHerpuB /UIllL OECIIOMOIIIHO TIOKauaj Tof0BOW. M3 mMarmopoTHUKOB
paszasics rpoMkuii Kpuk I1epbaroii:

— Ilenemromika! au croma HemenyieHHO! Thl Jo/KHA MPOIOJIOCKATh POT
1oc/ie TOro, Kak Tporara OonbHBIX! YueHWIla Ie/IMTeNbHUI[BI B OTUAsSHUU
riocMoTpesia Ha OrHerpusa.

— Tak Tl ujellb, Wi HeT?! — pa3osnunack Lllep6aras. — IlleBenucy,
eC/IM He X0uelllb, YToObI 51 jo00aBU/Ia B TT0JIOCKaHKe KpariBHbBIE JTUCThs!

He cniyckas ymossromx a3 ¢ OrHerpuBa, [lemesiroiika nmonsiTuiachk K
HacTtaBHuLle. Ho OrHerpuB ocrasica Hernpek/ioHeH. OH HUYero He MOT U3MEHUTh.
CuHsas 3Be3za otasa rpuykKas, v IjieMsi C HUM COIJIaCHJIOCh.

On nocmortpen Ha ITecuanyto Bypro 1 ¢ obnerueHrneM yBH7IE/ »KaloCTh B ee
3es1eHbIX Iv1a3ax. OHa Bce nmoHumaeT! OHa BUUT, UTO Cep/ilie ero pa3pbiBaeTcs
MeXKy »Ka/0CThiO K O0/IbHBIM U JKeJlaHheM JIt000M 11eHOM 3allUTUTb CBOe TIIeMsI
OT CMepTeJIbHOM 00/e3HH!.

— Ilovimem, — nackoBo cka3ana Ilecuanas bypsi. — UYem ckopee Mbl
OTBeJleM X 00paTHO, TeM Jyullle.

— Xopomo, — KuBHY/A OrHerpus M B3I/IsiHY/1 Ha [lepeIiliko, crapasch He
oOpairlaT BHUMaHUSI Ha OT4YasiHMe, MCKasuBillee ero Jyvio. — Ha I'pemsiieit

Tpone ceiiuac oueHb OXUB/IeHHO. B ce3oH 3eseHbix JIucThbeB TaMm Bcerza
TOJIHBIM-TIO/THO YYyZOBULL. MbI TOMOXKeM BaM nepelTy Ha lpyryto CTOPOHY.

— B 3TOM HeT HeoOXOAUMOCTH, — TUXO OTBETU/I HECUYACTHBIM. — MbI
MOJKeM CZIeJ1aTh 3TO B O/JUHOUKY.

— U Bce e MbI noiiieM ¢ BaMH, — cka3an OrHerpus. — [lonuii. Bounsi
risiemMeHu TeHel C TPyZOM MOJAHSIMCh HA HOTU U, 11aTasiCh, JBUHYJIUCH K BBIXOAY
u3 yiarepsi. Mosnua cienysi 3a HUMU, OrHerpuB 60/1€3HeHHO MOPILW/ICS TIPU BUe
TOT0, KAKMX My4YeHU CTOMT HeCUAaCTHBIM MOAbEM I10 CKJIOHY XOJIMa.

Korza oHM BCTYNW/IM B JieC, Ha TPOMUHKY, MPSIMO Tiepe]; HOCOM KOTOB
BBICKOUMJIA KpOlLlleyHasi MbIIKa. bosbHbIe KOTbl MHCTUHKTHBHO HACTOPOXWIIA
yilii, HO ObUM Tak Cnabbl, YTO y)Ke He MOIJIM OXOTUThCs. OTHerpuB, He
pa3aymbiBasi, oborHas Ilecuanyto Bypro U, yTKHYBIIMCh HOCOM B 3eMJIO, Hadasl
BBIC/IE)KMBATh MCUE3HYBIIYI0 MbIllb. BbICTPO pacnpaBUBIIMCH C HeW, OH
BBITALL[W ZI00BIYY Ha TPOIKMHKY W OIMyCTUI Ha 3eMJII0 BO3je janbl [lephiiika.
[To-BugumMoMy, y OO/MbHBIX He OBbLIO CWJI He TOJIBKO Ha OXOTYy, HO W Ha



6naromapHocTh. He TOBOpst HU C/IOBa, OHU YJ/IET/IMCh Ha 3€MJTIO M C IBYX CTOPOH
TIPUHSITUCH 32 efy.

OrHerpuB IoiMas ToJo3puTebHbIN B3z IlecuaHoi bypu u mogormen
omxe.

— OHM He 3apassiT Hac, eC/IM HEMHOTO TMOeAsT, — TOSICHWI OH. — UM
HY>KHO HabpaThCsi CUJT, UTOOBI BEPHYThCS B CBOM J1arepb.
— Iloxoxe, y HUX HeT anmeTuta, — 3ameTwia [lecuanasi Byps, korza

OonbHBIE BHE3AITHO OTIIPSIHY/IM OT HeZ0e[eHHOM MBIIIKHA U OPOCUHCH B KYCTHI.
Cnyctd MmruoBeHvie OrHerpus TOHST, YTO Y HECUACTHBIX CHOBA Hauvaiach pBOTaA.

— Tonbko eny mnepeBen, — bipkHyna I[lecuaHasi Bypsi, cTaparenbHO
3abpackiBasi 3emsieli 0CTaTKU AOOBIUN.

— 41 ke He 3Han, — yApyueHHO KuBHYJ OrHerpuB. [l0)KAaBILIUCh, TOKa
OonbHBIE BbUIE3YT W3 KYCTOB M, TIOIIATBLIBAsiCh, JABUHYTCS B IyTh, OH BHOBb
TIPUCOEVHUIICA K HUM.

OH yuyss eakyro BOHb ['pemsineit Tpombl 3a HeCKOJIBKO MTHOBEHUH [0
TOrO, KaK B TPOCBeTax MeX[y [epeBbsIMU I0Ka3alvuCh OYepTaHUsl PeBYIUX
yynowuill. [Tecuanasi Bypsi obepHysack K 60/IbHBIM KOTaM U CKa3aJia:

— 41 3Har0, BaM HeNpUsATHA Hallla IMOMOIIb, HO Mbl BCe TaKH XOTeJH Obl
ybeauThCs, UTO BbI B 1[eJIOCTU U COXPAHHOCTH TepelifieTe Ha Ty CTOPOHY.

OruerpuB KuBHYA. OH BWJeN, 4YTO TMOAPYrOM [BWKET HWCKPEHHee
COUYBCTBHE, a He TOJBKO 3ab0Ta 0 TOM, UTOOBI TOCKOpee OUHUCTUTh TEPPUTOPHUIO
['p030BOro 1yIeMeHH OT OMaCHbIX FOCTEM.

— MbebI novizieM ogau! — 3aynpssMuics [lepeIliko. — YMOJIsit0, OCTaBbTe
Hac! OrHerpuB HeTPUSI3HEHHO TOCMOTpes Ha Hero. Heyxxenu oH 3abmy»xgancs
10 TIOBOAY UX UCKpPeHHOCTU? C Jpyrov CTOPOHBI, pa3Be MOXXHO MOBEPUTH B TO,
YTO 3TU yMHUpaKIWe CO3[aHusi CMOCOOHBI TMPE/ACTaBIsTh XOTb KaKykH-TO
OMacHOCTH?!

— Xopoto, — pewuscs oH. ITecuaHass bypst BOIIpocUTe/IbHO IOCMOTpea
Ha Hero, HO OrHerpuB /IMIIb eJie 3aMeTHO BW/IbHY/I XBOCTOM, M OHa CIIOKOMHO
onyctTwiacb Ha 3ewit0. Ileppiiko W Besorpyapli  KOPOTKO  KMBHYJIH
COTIPOBOJK/IAIOLIIUM U HBIPHYJIA B TArlOPOTHUKMU.

— MBpI TOXe TioieM? — 6bIcTpo cripocusa [lecuanasi Bypsi.

— 3a HUMU? — C 10J1yCJI0Ba MOoHs ee OrHerpuB. — [losararo, Mbl TIpOCTO
o0si3aHbl cfenath 3To! OHU TOCTOSUIMA, [JOXKUAAsACh, TOKa CTUXHYT IlIaru
OOMBbHBIX, U TIOTUXOHBKY TTOIUIA CIE/IOM.

— Ho sta gopora He Beniet K ['pemsitiert Tpore! — mnipomurnesna [lecyanas
Bbyps, Korza TporuvHKa rnosepHysa K YetsipeM /lepeBbsim.

— BO03MOXXHO, OHM XOTSAT BEPHYTBCA TeM >XKe IyTeM, KaKUM [PULLIU



Crofa, — npeanosioxun Oruerpus, MpoCOBbIBasi HOC CKBO3b eKeBUYHbIE BeTBU U
Ope3rnMBO MOpIach OT CUIBHOTO 3araxa 00/bHBIX KOTOB. — [lo1uim, — permn
oH. — Hajo BeIiC/IeIUTh MX [0 KOHLA! OH Hauan He Ha IIyTKy 6eCrOKOWThCS.
Hey>xenu oH o1iOCs B 3TUX KoTax? YTo eC/iM OHU Peliuiv He BO3BPALAThCs K
cebe momoit? OH Moua yckopun mar. [lecuanasi Bypsi 6e33ByuHo Gexkasia c3afiy.

Bpaneke, CJIOBHO COHHBIV MMUe/IMHBIN POM, POBHO T'yzesna ['pemsinas Tpora,
HO BOMHBI TeHel, MOXOXe, Ja)ke He [AyMaau IlepeceKkaTb ee U TPOJOJDKalv
YHBLUIO TIJIECTUCh BOJb 3/I0BOHHOU Aopory. Crenys no ux 3anaxy, OrHerpus C
[Tecuanour Bypeli BBIHBIDHY/IM U3 CHIACUTEbHBIX TArlOPOTHUKOB Y CTYMWIA Ha
OTKpBbITO@ TIPOCTPAHCTBO, MOPOCIIee XeCTKOU COPHOU TpaBou. Tem BpeMeHeM
BOMHBI TeHel repecek/v MOrpaHUYHYI0 MeTKY, pa3/e/siBLIYI0 TePPUTOPUH [BYX
IJIeMeH, U CKPbLIMCh B I'YCTBIX €)KeBUYHBIX 3apOC/IsX.

— 3ayeM OHM TyJa IMoJie3M? — B HeJOyMeHUU npuiypunace Ilecuanas
byps.

— [apaii mocmotpuM, — otBetws1 OrHerpuB. 3abe)kaB Briepesi, OH C
HEeBOJIbHBIM CTPaxoOM IepeceK MorpaHuuHyto meTKy. PeB I'pemsient Tporbl cran
eitle rpomue, u OrHerpuB, 60/1€3HEHHO TTOMOPILMBIIHUCH, TIOBEJT yIllaMHU.

Ob6naka efkoro cMmpazia OKpyKwid ux. OTHerpvB IpeKpacHO TOHUMAJ,
KaKOW OTMAaCHOCTBIO TPO3UT UM TIpeObIBaHUEe Ha Uy>KOW TePPUTOPUU, HO JO/KEH
Ob1 yOeaUThCS, UTO TOCTA BEPHY/IUCh B CBOM Jjiarepb. Bckope oHUM ObIM yke Ha
pPacCTOSSHUM HEeCKOJBbKUX JIMCbUX MPBDKKOB OT I'pemsiiert Tpombl, U 3arax
OOJIbHBIX KOTOB TIOUTU TIOJIHOCTBIO PACTasi B SOBUTHIX UCMAPEHUsX OObILION
[OpOru.

BHesarHo 3apoc/iv KOHUWIKMCh, U OrHerpuB BbUIeTe/ Ha T0JIOCKY I'PSI3HOU
TpaBbl, pacTyLyel Bosib ['pemsiier Tporbl.

— OcropoxHo! — mnpeaynpenus OH TIOAPYrY, KOIrJa OHA JIerko
rpy3eM/idiac C HUM pszoM. Temepp mepes HWUMHM OTKpbLIach cepas [Opora,
CBepkKawlllas I0of Jy4yaMd JieTHero coJsiHua. IlaneBas Kollleyka MCITyraHo
TIOIATU/IACh, KOTJja OrHeryia3oe YyA0oBuILe TIPOHeC/I0Ch NIPSIMO Tepes ee HOCOM.

— Ho rze ke KoTbI U3 1IeMeHH TeHel? — crpocusia OHa.

OrHerpuB yCTaBWICS Ha J0POTY, MO/ Ha IIPOTHUBOIIOJIOKHYK CTOPOHY,
TIOTOM 3aKaTWJ/I T7la3a M pacrlpaBW/l yIliM, CTapasch He oOpailjaTh BHUMaHUsS Ha
npo0eraroiux 4yJ0BUIlLl, siIOBUTOE JbIXaHWe KOTOPBIX epOIW/I0 eMy IIepCTh U
111eBe/IUI0 yChbl. BOMBHBIX KOTOB He ObIIO BUAHO, HO OH MOT TIOPYYHUThCS, UTO
[IOpPOr'y OHU He mnepexoauau!

— I'magn! — mnpomunena IlecuaHas byps, Tblkag HOCOM KyZa-TO B
cTtopoHy. [IpocnenuB 3a ee U3yM/leHHbIM B3IVII0M, OrHerpMB BHUMAaTe/bLHO
yCTaBUWICSI Ha TIOJIOCKY TPsi3HOM TpaBbl. OHa Oblia COBEpIIIEHHO MyCTa, eCIu He
CYUTATh KPOLIEYHOI'0 TEMHOI'O IATHBIIIKA, OYeHb ITI0X0XKEero Ha KOHUUK YepHOro



Kolaubero xsocrta. Ilpurnsgesiivcb, OTHerpyMB ycrea 3aMeTUTb, KaK XBOCT
Besorpyzioro HeIpHy/ Kyza-TO MOZ 3eM/r0 M rcye3. OH CKPbLICSA IPSIMO IIO[
TBepAOU TOBepxXHOCThI0 I'pemseit Tpombl! Mosofol Mmamiataid U3yM/IeHHO
BbITapalui rasa. Ha MrHoBeHue emy mnokasanock, 6yaro I'pemsias Tpona
pasviHy/ia KAMeHHY0 MacThb M MPOIVIOTU/IA KOTOB U3 IJIeMeHU TeHel.



['maBa IX

— Kyza oHu Morm etbcsi?! — BbIZIaBUJI OH.

— [aBaii mofoiiieM mob/vXKe W TTIOCMOTPUM, — Tipezyioxkuaa [lecuaHas
Bypsi u, He Tepsisi BpeMeHH, OpOCW/Iach K MeCTy, BO3Jie KOTOPOTO TOJBbKO 4UTO
TaUHCTBEHHO Hcue3/u ABoe O0yibHBIX KOTOB. OTHErpuvB IOIIes 3a Hel Cre/joM.
Koryia oHr npuOIU3UINCh K KJIOUKY T'PSI3HOM TpaBbl, TIOTJIOTHBIIIEMY KOIIauWid
xBocT, OrHerpuBy Opocu/ach B I/la3a TeMHasi HOpa, 3Usitolllasi B TOM MecTe, Tjie
3eMJIs1 pe3Ko 0OpbIBaiach, 00pa3yst rmosiorui ckat nog, I'pemsieii Tporoit. U TyT
oH BcrioMHu1! Tlepes HUMM ObUT BXO/] B KAMEHHBIM TYHHE/Tb, TIPOJIOXKeHHBIH 11071
noporoii. Korzma-to gaBHO, korga oHM ¢ KpyToOokOoM XOAWIM Ha TOMCKU
W3rHAHHOTO IuieMeHUM BeTpa, UM yxe TMPUXOAUIOCH MyTelieCcTBOBaTb 10
1oZioOHBIM x0/1aM. KOThl OCTOPOYKHO CIT0JI3/TU TI0 CK/IOHY BHM3, 1MO06patuch K
TEeMHOMY TIPOBa/ly ¥ HAaCTOPOKEHHO TMPHHIOXa/MCb. OTHErpyB MOYYyBCTBOBAJI,
Kak IIIeBeJIMTCS I1epcTh Ha 00Ky y IlecuaHoit Bypu. Hapx rosmoBamu y HHMX
TIPOHEC/IOCh OYepe/iHOe Uy/I0BUIlle, 006/jlaB KOTOB BOJIHOM TOpsiuero cMpajia, HO
Ternepb K BOHU ['pemsijerd Tpombl OTUET/IMBO MPUMEILNBAJICS CUIbHBIA 3arax
OosibHBIX KOTOB U3 muieMeHU TeHeil. CoMHeHUI He ObII0O — OHM YIILIU uepe3
TYHHeJIb!

BHyTpy mpoxop Kasajicsi OueHb KpyI/ibiIM U miaakum. Ha BeicoTe [ABYX
KOIIIaubMX POCTOB OH ObLT KpacHMBO BbUIOXKEH 0yieZIHO-PO30BbIM KamMHeM. Cyzs
[0 TOMY, UYTO CTEeHbI TOYTHU [0 MOJIOBMHbI 3apOC/JU MXOM, B Ce30H [0/bix
HepeBbeB TyT Bcerjla CTOUT ChIpocTb. Ceifuac, B ’kapy, [HO TyHHeJisi ObLIO
YCBITIAaHO TIPOIIUIOTOIHUMHU JIUCTBSIMU U MYCOPOM, KOTOPbIM OOBIYHO OTMeuaroT
CBOe MpUCyTCTBUe /IByHOTrHe.

— Te1 pasbliie 3Han 00 3ToM MecTe? — mpoiienTana [lecyaHas Bypsi.
OrxerpuB OTpHLIATe/IbHO TTOKayasl roJI0BOM.

— 3aro Temepb s TIOHSM, Kak TuieMs TeHeidt mobupaercs kK YeTbipeM
HepeBbsaMm!

— Touno! D10 ropaszo mpoiie u Ge3omacHee, YeM IIHBIPATH T10/] JarlaMu
uynosuil! — 3akuBana [lecuanas byps.

— HeynuBuTesibHO, uTo [1ephIllIkO TaK HACTOMYMBO OTKA3bIBAJICS OT Hallen
nomortiu! Tlnemsi TeHell He >kemaeT, UTOObI KTO-HUOYL y3HAM 006 UX CEKPETHOM
TyHHesle. /laBali mockopee BepHEMCSI B jlarepb U pacckaxxeM 000 BceM CuHeit
3Be3ze.

BckapabKkaBIlMCh TI0 CK/IOHY, OH CHOBa OpOCW/ICS B JieC, HeCKOJIKO pa3
00epHYBIIINUCh yuepe3 1ieuo, uToObl yoeauTbes, He orcrana i [lecuaHas byps.



Bckope oHa TopaBHs/IaCh C HUM, M KOTbI TIOHeC/IMCh 60K 0 G0K. IlepernphirHyB
yepe3 IOrPaHUUHYX0 MeTKy, OrHerpuB MNOYYBCTBOBa/ IIPUBBIYHYHO PafiOCTh.
HaxkoHel[-To OH CHOBa JjoMa, Ha Oe3omacHoili 3emse I'po3oBoro miemenu! Xots,
rojioXka Jiarly Ha cep/ie, TI0CAe TOro, Kak OHH Y3Ha/id o Oone3Hw,
CBUPETICTBOBABIIIeN B TieMeHH TeHel, U yBU/Ie/U »KalKoe COCTOsIHUE OObHBIX
KOTOB, OHY BP$1J] /11 UMe/TM OCHOBAHUS OIacaTbCs HarnaJeHusl CoCe/en.

— Cunss 3Be3na! — 3a/bixasick 0T ObicTporo 6Gera, B3MOKILWN OT Kaphl,
OrxerpuB nojJieTesn K mneijepe npeBOAUTETbHULIbI.

— [a? — npo3By4asno u3-3a 1MmoJsiora JUIauHUKOB. OTHETPUB PeIlUTEeTbHO
BOLIesT BHYTpb. [IpenBoauTenbHuULa, TTOJBEPHYB JIallKU M0J, TPY/Ab, Jie)Xaaa Ha
cBoeu nopacTuike. [ToiiMaB ee BOMPOCUTENBHBIU B3IVIsZl, OH HEBOJIBHO CMYTHJICS.
Kak-To npesBoavTe/IbHULIA BOCTIPUMET €ro U3BeCThe?

— Mb1 00Hapy>Kuau TyHHe/b, KOTODbIN BeleT MPsSMO Ha TepPUTOPUIO
rieMeHu TeHel! — orpanoproBan oH. — OH npoxouTt 1oz ['pemsiuel Tporon.

— Haperocs, y Bac XxBaTusio yma He COBaTh Ty/la HOC? — rpopbiuaia CUHss
3Be3na. OrHerpuB omermwi. OH Aymani, YTO TIpeBOAUTE/bHHUIA 0OpajyeTcs,
yC/ibiiliaB 00 MX OTKPBITHH, HO TOJIOC ee TIPO3ByYasl HEOXHJAHHO pe3kKo U
HeTPUS3HEHHO.

— H-HeT, koHeuHO! — TIpOGOPMOTAT OH.

— Thbl (JIMILIKOM pHUCKyellb, BCTyIlas Ha Bpa)KeCKyl TepPPUTOPUIO,
OrserpuB! Mbl He AO/DKHBI HarpacHO 03/100/15Th 1iemMsi TeHei! «O3100/14Th
riiemst TeHeli?» OrHerpuB e/iBa TTOBepH/ COOCTBEHHBIM YIIIaM.

— Ho ecnu ninemss Tenelt Tak ocsabneHo 00/ie3HBIO, UTO OHHU MOTYT
caenatb HaMm?! — @bIpKHY1 OH, HO CuHssi 3Be3fja yke CMOTpesa KyJa-TO B
CTOPOHY, MOrPy>KeHHasi B CBOU MbICJIH.

— OTHU [iBOe yLUIU? — CIIPOCUJIa OHa.

— [Ha. OHM ynumM 10 TYyHHe/II0, II03TOMy HaM M y[ajoCh ero
00Hapy»kuUTh! — mosicHus1 OTHerpuB.

— IlonsTHO, — paccesiHHO KuBHY/a CuHss 3Be3na. OrHerpus rnommar ee
B3IVIS1/l, TLLETHO TIbITAsiCb HAWTU B HEM XOTb Karulk0 COUYBCTBUSI K HECUACTHBIM.
Hey>xenu eii coBepilieHHO 6e3pa3/inyHbl Uy>Kre CTpajaHus?!

— TbI cunTaelb, Mbl MOCTYIWIN [TPABUIBHO, IPOTHAB UX? — HEOXKUJAHHO
A7ist ceOsi BbITIAIUT OH.

— Pasymeetcsi! — ormaxHynack Cunsis 3Be3fa. — He xBarano TOMbKO
BHOBb BIYCTUTb 3apa3y B Jjiarepsb!
— Koneuno, — kuBHyn OrHerpuB. Ero oropuwno paBHoaymme CuHen

3Be3/bl, OHAKO OH INOHMMaJI, YTO TpeABOJUTEe/IbHULIA HEe UMeeT TpaBa CTaBUTh
T10/] yTPO3y KU3HU CBOUX COIJIEMEHHUKOB.
Korza oH noBepHysicst, utobbI yiiTi, CuHsIs 3Be3/ja cKa3arna:



— Ioka HUKOMY He paccKa3sbIBaii 06 3ToM TyHHeie!

— Xopotiio, — mnoobeitrjan OTrHerpyB, MPOTUCKUBASICh CKBO3b JIMILIAWHUKY.
WHurepecHo, noueMy CuHssl 3Be3[ja XOueT COXPaHWUTb 3Ty HOBOCTb B TalHe?
Bezib, Kak HU KPYTH, OH TOJILKO UTO OTKPBUI cjlaboe MecTo B 060pOHe IyieMeHU
Teneii. CnabocTh cocefieit o3HauaeT ycuieHue I'po30Bbix KOTOB. Pa3ymeetcs, oH
He coOupasncs HeMeZJIeHHO BOCIIO/b30BaTbCs TYHHEeJeM /i Hara/leHusi Ha
OosibHOE TiIeMsi, TIPOCTO eMy Ka3aloCh, UTO JIUIITHUE CBeJeHUs] O MPOTHUBHHUKE
MOTYT TIPUHECTH TOJIbKO Tonb3y. Uero >xe Goutcs Cunss 3Besna? Tsokesno
B3710XHYB, OTHerpuyB BbILLIe/T Ha TOJISIHY U CTOKHYJICA ¢ [lecuanoi bypen.

— Hy, uro oHa cka3ana? OG6pazioBanach, YTO Mbl HAlUIA TyHHe/Ib? —
3abpocana ero BOmpocamu rnojipyra.

— Benena fepyxaTthb 3TO B CeKpeTe, — I0Kayas rojioBoit Oruerpus.

— Ot cobcrBenHoro tiemenu?! Ho mouemy? — wusymusack [lecuaHas
byps.

OrxHerpuvB TO/BKO IJIeYamMu MOBeJ U TOIIeNcs K cBoel menjepe. [lecuanas
bypst noTpycuia 3a HUM CJ1e[[OM.

— Yo c To060#? Thl paccTpousICcsi? — CyeTHIach oHa. — 3ITo u3-3a CuHel
3Be3apl? OHa Tebst obugena? Uto oHa TeOe ckasasa? OrHErpuB IMOHS/I, UTO He
CyMeJl CKPBITb CBOIO TPeBOry U Aocazjy. Hak/noHMBIIMCH, OH TOPOIUIMBO JIM3HYII
[Tecuanyro Bypro B 30/I0TUCTYIO TPYZKY, IIOTOM IOZHS/I TOJIOBY U C HAlyCKHOM
GecrieyHOCTBHIO OPOCHIT:

— Mmue Hazo uaTth. S obeijan Benplily, 4To MOOXOUyCh C HUM MOC/Ie
obena.

— Xouelllb, 51 IOWAY € TOOOU? — TyT Xe mpennokuia [lecuanas Byps,
3a00T/IMBO TS/l HAa HeTo0. — ByzeT 310poBO, BOT yBUAMILL. MBI y>Ke CTO JieT He
OXOTH/IUCh BMecTe!

OrHerpuMB C HeEXHOCTBIO TOCMOTpes Ha Hee. [loxoxke, C Tex Iop, Kak
KpyToOOK HaBcerjja TOKWHY/ TUieMsi, OH T03a0bul Bce mMpexHWe 3a0aBbl.
[lecuanasi bByps mnobexxana K Tielljepe OPY’>KEHOCIIEB, BO3J/ie KOTOPOM,
PacTSAHYBLIVCh Ha COJIHBILIKe, ApeMas benbin. [lymvcras mepcrs opykeHoCLa
MEepHO MOJHHUMAJIaCh U OIyCKaaach B TAKT [bIXaHUIO.

— Ilocnyiai, ero u BIpPsSAMb HY)XKHO Kak C/ie[lyeT MOTrOHSATb, — 3aMeTu/Ia
[Tecuanasg Bypsa. — Ckopo oH craHeT mnoxox Ha CuHernasky! — Becesio
3aypuasia oHa. — OH noTepsis1 GopMy U CTal COBCEM He TMOX0XK Ha 0XOTHUKa! B
JKWA3HU He BH/Jlesla TaKOTo XKUPHOro KoTa!

[Tecuanasi byps roBopusia 6e3 TeHM HacMellkKu, HO OrHerpuBa CJIOBHO
»KapoM ora/iuio. TobKO Terepb OH 3aMeTHJ/I, HACKOJIbKO paxupes1 besbim. OH
ObUT ZEUCTBUTENBHO TOJCTBIM — TOpa3fi0 TOJMIIe OCTaJbHBIX KOTOB, XOTS B
ce30H 3esieHbIX JIMCTbEB BCe KakK C/eflyeT OThela/lnCh.



— Jlymaro, MHe TIpDU/IeTCSI TI03aHUMaThCsl C HUM B OIMHOUKY, — HEOXOTHO
B3/I0XHY/1 OH. — [Tox0’ke, 1 HEMHOTO 3aryCcTu/1 ero. [laBaii MOOXOTUMCS BMeCTe
B C/IeAYIOLUH pa3, 1aHO?

— Tonbko He 3abyab npenynpenuTh! — Jjerko coracuiack IlecuaHas
Bypsi. — $I moka nobyzny B jiarepe. A Korja moiifieM Ha OXOTY, s1 00si3aTe/lbHO
noliMaro Jiis Hac eije ofHoro kposuka!l — Ee OsenHo-3eseHble TI71a3a

rnorpyctHesi, u OrHerpuB Jorajajcs, 4YTO MOJpyra BCIIOMHW/IA, KaK OHU
OXOTW/IMCh BJIBOEM B 3aCHEXEHHOM CKDUIISLLleM OT MOpo3a Jjecy. B TOT [geHb
[Tecuanasi Byps BriepBbIe ropa3usia ero CBoer CUI0U U JTIOBKOCTbI. — MOXeT, U
Tebs1 Hayuy! — mogapasHuna Ilecuanasi Byps, moirekoTasna ero ijeKy KOHYUKOM
CBOEro 30JI0TOTO XBOCTa U robexasa mpoub.

['nspst et Bosien, OTHErpyB BAPYT MOUYBCTBOBA/I HE3HAKOMOE MOKa/IbIBaHUE
B nanax. OH 3HEPrMYHO BCTPSIXHYJI TOJIOBOM, €jie YAEep>KaBILIKWCh OT >KeJaHUs
O6pocuThCS BCes 3a MoApYyrou, u pubmmsuics K besbiiry. COHHBINM Opy>KeHOCel]
JIEHUBO BBITHYJI CIIUHY Y MOTSHYJICS, J1allbl €ro 3aepPrajvuch OT HallpsKeHUs.

— ThI BBIXOAWJI CerofHs u3 jiarepsi? — cripocu OrHerpus.

— Het, — oTtBeTun bepiii.

— B TakoM ciyyae TIOLIIM OXOTUThCS, — KOPOTKO Opocun OrHerpus,
cliep)KuBasi y)ke TIPUBBIUHOE pasfipakeHue. Heykenu 3TOT Ge3fenbHUK TakK U
cobupasicsi BeCh [leHb TIPOBAJISITbCA Ha COMHBIIKE?! — JIO/DKHO OBITh, ThbI
rporoJiozancs!

— Ila HeT, — ¢bIpkHYyA benbiin. OrHerpuB 3aaymarncs. Heyxxenu Besnbiiin
BOpOBaJl eny w3 o0mied Kyuu?! 3akoH 3arpelriajl Opy>keHOCIllaM TIPUHMMATh
MULLY [0 TOrO, KAK OHU TI03aHUMAKOTCSl C HAaCTaBHUKOM WM TIOOXOTATCS [JIs1
ctapeniniiH. HemHoro nmogymaB, OrHerpuB OTKasasicsi OT CBOMX MOf03peHu. B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB, ecsii Obl Benbii He3akoOHHO HabuBanm cebe KUBOT, KTO-HUOYIb B
flarepe HermpeMeHHO 3aMeTH/T ObI 3TO!

— OT/IM4HO, pa3 Thkl He TOJO/IeH, TOrAa MOWAEM B OBpar U MOTPEHUPYeM
6oeBble HaBBIKH, — 00BABUT OTHErpUB. — A TIOOXOTUMCSI TTO35KeE.

C 5TuMH JI0OBaMM OH TIOBEPHYJ/ICH U MOLIe/ K BbIXOAY U3 jlarepsi, He JaBas
OPY’KeHOCLy BO3MOXHOCTU OCIOPUTH pellleHre HacTaBHUKA. OH c/blian 3a
CTIMHOU TsDKeJIbIM TOMOT besibilia, HO HU pa3y He OIVIIHY/ICS U He 3aMe//Iu/l 11ar
[0 camMoro oBpara, TI7e OOBIYHO TPEHHUPOBA/IMCh OpPYXeHoCIbl. OrHerpuB
OCTAHOBWJICSI, TOJILKO KOTZIA IOCTUT CepeINHbI ITeCcuaHom JoKOUHBI. 37eCh Ob1T0
OueHb THUXO U Oe3BeTpPeHHO, HO, HECMOTPS Ha TeHb, YyBCTBOBAJIOCH yAyllIalolijee
JIbIXaHWe 3HOMHOTIO JIETHEro MOJI/THS.

— Harmaza! — ckomaH10Ba/1 OH, KOrja besbllll TspKe/no CryCTUICS B/,
3a HUM, B3pbIBasi KOTTSAMU 3€MJIF0 Y TOJHUMAasi Ty4YMu I'yCTOM KPaCHOM MbUIUA, TYT
)Ke oceBIllel Ha ero 6emocHe)KHOU 11iepcTke. KOTMK 0CTaHOBHWIICS U 3aiyMUHBO



CMOPLLIUJI HOC.

— Yro? [IpsAmo Tak U Hamajars?

— [a, — kuBHyn OrHerpus. — [IpefcTaBb, UTO 51 BpaXkeCKUM BOMH.

— Xopo1io, — besbin no)asna miedamMu U BsJIO TIOTPYCU/I HaBCTpeuy
HacTaBHUKY. C mepBoro B3misifa ObUIO BUHO, UTO 3TO /laeTCs eMy HeJIerKo.
TO/NCTBIA KMBOT OPY)KEHOCLIA TSKeJO pacKauuMBasIiCsi U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY,
Meliasi 6e)kath, a Jarnbl ITyO0KO BsA3/M B riecke. Y OrHerpraa Obl10 JOCTaTOYHO
BpeMeHU Ha TIOZAITOTOBKY, TIO3TOMY, Koryla besbiin Bce-Taku Aobexkan /10 Hero,
HaCTaBHUK CJieTKa OTKJIOHW/ICS B CTOPOHY — U KOTMK KyOapeM TOKaTUJICS TI0
TIeCKY.

benbllll ¢ TPyZOM MOAHSJICSA U TPUHSAJICA OTPSIXUBATbCs, TPOMKO UuXasi OT
TIBL/IN.

— CiuiikoM Me[jieHHO, — cka3an OrHerpuB. — [lorpo6yii elije pasok.
Tsokeno mnbixTd, benbin npurHyiacs K 3eme U Opuiypuicsd. Orserpus
IIOCMOTpeJ/I Ha Hero M 0CTaJ/ICs JOBOJIeH — B IV1a3ax besiblllia 3akercss MpayHblv
OrOHb, TIOXO)K€, Ha S5TOT pa3 OH [JeWCTBUTE/bHO IIPUIOTOBU/ICSA K aTake.
Opy»KeHocel] TOANPbITHYA M Opocuncs Ha OrHerpuBa, B T0JjieTe OH ellje
TiepeBepHYJICS U UTO ObLIO CHJ/IbI IATHY/T HACTaBHUKA 3aJHUMHU JIaTllaMHU.

OrHerpvB TOMIATHY/ICS, €Ba YCTOSIB Ha Horax, U otbpocun Bernbiiia
TsDKesIbIM y/IapoM MepeHel Jiarbl.

— BoT 3TO0 yXKe Jjyu4ille, — TIPOMbIXTe/J HacTaBHUK. — HO Tbl He
TpeyCcMOTpes1 Bbilajia MPOTUBHYKA. beJibIlll HeroABUKHO JieyKasl Ha Iecke.

— Benbim? — okiukHya OrHerpuB. Yaap ObLl, KOHEUHO, TsKeJIbIi, HO He
HaCTO/MbKO, UTOOBI MOBpefuTh Mymbiily! Opy)xeHocel]| epHY/l KOHUMKOM yXa,
HO Jlake He TOMbITaICs TTOAHATHCS.

OrHerpuB Tiofj0e)kan W CKJIOHW/ICS HaJ, HUM, UyBCTBYS, KakK IIepCTb Ha
CIIMHe HayMHaeT IOAHUMATLCA OT CTpaxa. BrisijeBlmncey B JIUL0 TTIOBEP;KeHHOIO,
OH yBHU/JieJI, YTO Ivia3a besbiilia IMPOKO OTKPHITHI.

— Thl... yOun MeHsi, — npoxpuIiesl opy>kKeHocel| U c1abo mepeKaTu/cs Ha
CIIMHY.

— XBaTUT KpUBJATECA! — pa3o3nuics Oruerpys. — OTO He LIYTKU!

— XopolL1I0, XOpOLIo, — BCe elle MbIXTHA, besbln ¢ TpysAoM INOoAHAICA Ha
HOTU. — BOT Teneps s mporosiogasncs! MoseT, 1oizieM IOOXOTUMCS ?

OrHerpvB XOTel OTKPbITH POT, UTOObI BO3pa3uTh, HO .BOBpeMs
ocra”HoBW/ICA. Ha mamaTte emy npuuuid cinoBa bypana: «OH HayuuTcCs, KOrja
OyzeT K 3TOMy TOTOB». B03MO)KHO, He cjiefiyeT TieperuOarb manky? Ilyctb
TpeHupyeTcs B OXOTKy! Kpome TOro, He CTOWUT TpaTUTb BpeMs Ha IIyCToe
TIpernuparesbCTBO.

— Torga unem! — B3goxHyn OrsHerpuB U Ioses besibillla K BbIXOLY U3



ospara. I1o gopore B jiec besibii BAPYT NOAHSA TOJIOBY U IIPUHIOXAJICH.

— $1 uyBCTBYIO KpoOJuKa, — C000mua oH. OTHerpuB TOXKe 3aJpaj HOC U
ybeaucs, uTo opykKeHocell ¥ Ha 3TOT pa3 He O1nocs.

— OH rze-To psgom, — rnpolernTasi besbin.

Bckope B KycTax TipefaTefbCKU MeJbKHY/ Oesblii KPOJWUMM XBOCTUK.
OrHerpvB TYT >Ke TIpUMas K 3em/ie U Hafpsir BCe MbIIILIbI, TOTOBbIM B JiH00OYIO
CeKYH/ly IyCTUTHCS B IMOTOHIO. besbllll ToXe MpuKaics K 3eMsie, HO, KOrja OH
COTHYJICS, €ro TOJICTbIM >XUBOTUK BBIMYyUYWICd ropou. Bor Bnepegu cHoBa
MeJIbKHY/T KDOJIMUUU XBOCTHK, U besiblll pUHY/CS eMy HaBCTpeuy, TSDKesIO0 Torast
fanamMy 1o BbIcOXIeld 3emsie. Kponmk cpasy yc/blian rpoxoT 3a CIIUHOU U
HBIDHYJI B KYCTapHUK. beJsibllll C IIyMOM MpbICHYJ BCle[ 3a HUM, a OrHerpus
Kpasyuuichb Touien cjiegomM. OH CMOTpesl W He Bepul CBOWM IVla3aM —
MarlOPOTHUKU XPYCTeIu U XOAWIM XOLYHOM, BblaBas BO3HIO HEYKJIHOXKero
oxotHuka. Kyzma mogeBanocs Obiioe MactepctBo  benbima?  Hakosetl,
Opy’KeHocCel], TIbIXTA W 3a/bIXasfCh, BBINIOJ3 K CBOEMY HaCTaBHUKY. Kposuk
beccnemHO HUcyes.

— Tbl 0XOTW/ICS TOPA30 Jydllle, KOraa ObUT KPOIlIeYHbIM KOTeHKOM! — ¢
yrpekoM BoCKUkHYN OrHerpuB. B cBoe Bpemsi IjieMsiTHHUK o0elijas BLIPAcTH B
TIPEBOCXO/THOTO BOWHA, HO Terepb 3TOT TOJICTHIN MYIIUCTBIM KOMOK ObIT CKOpee
II0OXO0XK Ha [OMalllHero KOTHKAa, YeM Ha HaCTOoAIero opyxeHocua. — OpgHomy
3Be3JHOMY IJIeMeHU U3BECTHO, KaK Thl YXUTPUJICS TaK Pa3KHUPeThb IPU TaKOK-TO
oxore! Pa3Be Tbl He 3Haelllb, YTO Ja)ke OYEHb XOPOLLIO TMOJArOTOB/IEHHBIM KOT He
MoyKeT 060rHaTh Kponuka? Ec/id Thl Xouelllb OXOTUTHCS 3a HUMHU, Tebe cienyeT
CTaTh ropaszo NpoBOpHee, a I71aBHOe, Jierye.

Ternepr OrHerpuB ObUT MPOCTO CYACT/IUB, UTO C HUMU HeT [lecuaHoii Bypu.
OH 6bI cropesn co CThifia, ecu Obl MozIpyTa yBU/je/a, KAKUM HEYK/THOXKUM POXJiei
roka3asi cebst benpim! Ha 3ToT pa3 Besibiiil He TTOCMesT CIIOPUTb.

— IIpoctu meHsi, — nipobopmoTan oH, u OTHerpuB TYT Ke MOUyBCTBOBAJI
VCKPEeHHIOI KalocTh K Oefosnare. [Toxoxke, Ha 3TOT pa3 besbiil U BIpSIMb
cTapasica u30 Bcex cu!

Hda oH u cam BuHOBaT! XOpOIll HACTAaBHUK, KOTOPbIM MOXeT TakK HaJO0/ro
3abpocuTh COOCTBEHHOTO Opy>»KeHoc1ia!

— A MOXeT, g MNOHAYy MO0XOUyChb caM? — Tipeyiokua besnbii, He
nogHuMasi rma3. — OGelriar0, YTo HerpeMeHHO TPUHeCY UTO-HUOY[b BKYCHOE
AJist ob1iedt kyuu!

Ha mur OrHerpuB 3asyMascsi, BHUMaTe/bHO pasI/isifblBas OPY’KeHOCLa.
Bo3MoyKHO, 6e3 MpHUCMOTpa OH CyMeeT MOXKUBUTHCS Tosyuiiie? OrHerpuB pemmi
He3aMeTHO MPOC/IeUTh 38 YUeHUKOM U CBOMMH IVla3aMU IIOCMOTPeThb, UTO K
yemy.



— OminuHasg MbICIb, — BOCK/IMKHY/I OH. — TOJIBKO TIOCTapaucs He
0ro037aTh K BeuepHel Tparie3e! besbl 3aMeTHO rOBecesert.

— Koneuno! — kpukHyn oH. — byay BoBpewms, obeijato! OrHerpuB
yC/bllliai, KaK y OPY’KeHOCLja TPOMKO 3aypyajio B XKHUBOTe. «B0O3MOXHO, I0/10[
3aCTaBUT ero BCTIOMHUTD CBOe Oblioe MacTepCTBO», — TOAYMaJ OH.

[IpyucnymvBasce K yjajasmoluMMcsa  waraM — besbima,  Orserpus
TIOYYBCTBOBa/ Cebsi BUHOBAThIM 3@ TO, UTO PEIIW/I TalHO TMPOC/eAUTb 3a HUM.
Ho oH ycrniokavBan cebst TeM, UTO XOueT BCEro JIMIb MPOBEPUTh OXOTHUUbU
HaBBIKUA OpPY’>KeHOCLla, KaK 3TO BCerja JearoT HaCTaBHUKMU.

BricsiexxvBaTh besbiiiia B Beicoknx CoCHax 0Ka3asoCh [e/I0OM HeCJIOXKHBIM.
B rycroii TeHU BbICOUEHHBIX JlepeBbeB KYCTapHUK ObL PefioK, a TpaBa MouTH He
poc/a, Tak 4To OeIOCHEXKHYIO CIIMHY OPY>KEeHOCI[a MOXKHO ObL/IO JIeTKO YBU/IETh
usganeka. B Beicokux CocHax o00UTano MHOXECTBO MeJKUX TITHUeK, U
OrHerpus oXuzjaja, YTO OpYy)KeHOCel| BOT-BOT OCTAHOBUTCS U BOCIIO/b3YyeTCs
5TOU L[eZJPOX BO3MOKHOCTBIO.

Ho Benbin v He ayman ocraHaBavBathCA. C IIPBITBIO, KOTOPYIO TPYZHO
ObUIO TIPEATIONIOKUTL B TAaKOM Ty3aHe, OH MPOHeCCs: Yepe3 COCHSIK U BOexas B
nyboByro poilly, KOTopasi TpUMbIKajsa K >kuiuijam [IByHorux. OrHerpus
IIOYYBCTBOBaJI 3J/i0Belljee MOKa/blBaHUe B Jjanax. /lepkach Ha OTJa/leHUH, OH
CJlerKa yCKOpWI/I 1iar, utobbl B Tyile AyOpaBbl He ToTepsiTh besibiilia U3 BULY.
Bckope poia crana pexxe, 1 OrHerpvs yBUjel B IPOCBeTe MeXIY [epeBbsiMU
W3rOpOid, OKpYXKaBiliMe cafbl [IByHOrMX. MokeT ObITh, bBenbimn permn
HaBeCTUThb CBOIO MaTh, [IpuHLieccy, KUBYIYIO Kak pa3 Hernogaseky orcroga? Ho
TI0YeMy ke TOTJja OH HU CJIOBOM He OOMOJIBUICS O TOM, UTO UJeT K MaTepu? YK
KTO-KTO, a OrHerpyB HUKOTZA He OCyAu/ Obl MIeMSTHHUKA 3a JKeJlaHUe rovaliie
BUJIETbCSI C Hell! 3aueM »ke OH COBpaJ, UTO COOMpaeTCss OXOTUTHCS, eCIU Ha
CaMOM /[ieJie peLlnI UATU B TOCTH?

Cwmsarenne OrHerpuBa BO3pOC/O elle Oosbiiie, Koraa besnbiil mpobexkan
MUMO OTpajibl MaTEPUHCKOTO JIOMa U yCTPeMUJICS B CTOPOHY /Ipyrux ycaabb. He
oOpailjasi HM MaJsieiilliero BHUMaHUs HAa MBbIIIMHbBIE 3araxu, IPOINUTAaBIINe
TPOIIMHKY, OpY’)KeHOCel| YBepeHHO TPYCW/I BIlepe[, IOKa He OUyTH/ICA Iiepef
cepebpucToii Gepe3oii, pacTyilei Bo3/7e CBET/IO-3e/eHOM Orpajbl KaKOro-TO
caga. Tyt ToncThiéi Gesnblii KOTUK OCTAaHOBW/ICS, C TPYZOM BCKapaOKajcs Tio
CTBO/TY fiepeBa U Tepebpasics Ha U3rOpo/ib, CUJILHO PacKauMBasiCh, MOCKOBKY
JKABOT BCe BpeMsi HOPOBWI YTAHYTb ero BHU3. OrHerpuB BCIIOMHWUJI eXW/IHbIe
HaMmeKu [IpIMa ¥ TIOMOPINU/ICA. BbIXOAWT, cafoBble NTUYKU U B CaMOM [ejie
npylich benpiiny no BKycy! Ilpugercs eije pa3 HallOMHUTBL OPY>KEHOCLLY, UTO
TJleMeHHble BOWHBI He OXOTSATCS B cafax y [IByHorux. [lnsi Toro 4ToOBbI
N00bIBaTh ey, y HUX eCTb JieC, JapOBaHHbIA 3Be3/IHbIM TJIEMeHeM.



BenbIlll TeM BpeMeHeM yyKe CIPBITHY/ C U3ropojiu B caji. OrHerpuB ObICTPO
BcKapabkasicsi Ha Oepe3y, paZiysicb TOMy, UTO ee TyCTas JIMCTBA IOJHOCTbIO
CKpOeT ero OT IVla3 Opy’)KeHoclLia. 3arifsHyB B Cafl, OH yBUJes, Kak besbii,
3aZipaB  XBOCT, OBICTPO TPYCUT TIO AaKKypaTHO TIOACTPM)KEHHOUN Tpage.
Hexopolee mpenuyscTBue ckano ceppue OrHerpusa, Korja oOpy»kKeHocel]
HEBO3MYTHMO Tpo0e)kas MUMO MaJsieHbKOW CTaliKu CKBOPILIOB. [ITHI[bI C 1IyMOM
3axJI0IaJyv KpbUIbIMU M B3JjleTesi, HO besblll fiaxke rosioBel He roBepHy/n. OT
Bo/iHeHUs y OrHerpusa 3acTydyasio B yiuax. Eciu besbllil nipuiiiesn crofa He [Jis
TOT0, UYTOOBI OXOTUTHCS, TO UTO e, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OH cobupaetcs genars?! U
TYT Y Hero KpoBb 3acTblla B kujaax. OpykeHocel, I']po30BOro jieMeHu ycescs
riepe/; BX0ZIOM B >xKustuille JIByHOTHX U M3/ia/l TPOMKUM, »Kal0OHbIM MUCK.



['maBa X

OrHerpuB HEBOJILHO B3[IpOTHY/, YBU/[IEB, UTO ABepb OTBopu/aack. OH Bce
eille »Aan, uro besbin cefiuac copBeTcss ¢ MecTa U TMOOEXUT, HO B TyOuHe
Ayl TIOHKMMaJj, YTO OpYyKeHocell BOBCe He coOupaeTcss 3TOrO /iefathb.
[TpwkaBiiMch K BeTke, OrHerpuMB CTan >X[aTh, KOoraa [IBYHOTW1 3aKpUUMUT U
TIPOTOHUT TIPOYb HerpolieHoro roctsa. OH 3Ham, 4to [IByHOTWe He Jir00sT
NecHbIX KOTOB. HO 3TOT OKa3ascsi KaKMM-TO CTPaHHbIM. BmecTo TOro 4ToOBbI
3aTornarb HOramu, [IByHOTMI HaK/JIOHWICS W, UTO-TO NPUrOBapvBasi, MOI/Ian/I
Benbiiia, a TOT BBITSHYJI TOMIOBY U CTajl TepeThes 100M o ero pyky. [To Tomy, Kak
71aCKOBO 3Byuasn rosioc /[IpyHororo, OrHerpuMB cpa3y IMOHs/I, 4TO benbim
HaBe/IbIBAaeTCs CHOJla YoKe He B MepBbiii pa3. EMy mokasanock, OyATo B »Key[oK
eMy TUIECHY/IU JKCyuyell MBILIMHOM >Ke/luyblo, KOTZAA OH YBW7es, Kak bebiil,
BeCeJsio MO/TPhLITUBasi, CeMeHUT 3a [IByHOTMM B TyOUHY /IOMa.

TonbKO Temepb OH MOHsJI, 4TO Tpousonuio. Ero opyxeHocel He CMOr
YCTOATH TepeJ] )XU3HbI0, KOTOPYr0 OrHerpuB KOrJa-To HaBcerja OTBepr... [IBepb
[laBHO 3axJ/IOMHY/IaCh, & OH BCe MPOAO/DKAaA CUJeTh, CY[OPOKHO BLIETMBLIKCH
KOTTIMU B T/ajKuii Oepe3oBbiii CTBOA. OH OUHY/CS, TOMBKO KOTZA COJIHIE
Hauaji0 MeJJIEHHO KaTUThCS 3a BEPXYLUKU JepeBbeB. OTHErpuB B3APOTHYJ OT
BeuepHer MpOXJaJbl, JerkKo Ilepesie3 Ha M3ropofAb U CIIPBITHY/ Ha JIECHYHO
3eMJIIO.

Tsokeno TiepecTaBsisii Jarbl, OH T[OOpen [OMOW, C/erno cienys Tio
cobcTBeHHOMY yTpeHHemy ciienly. [loBeseHve bBesbiiia ObUIO HACTOSIIUM
ripe/laTeIbCTBOM — MYCTh He TaKUM >KeCTOKHUM, KakK hu3meHa KorTs, HO He MeHee
TSDKKAM. VI TeM He meHee OrHerpvB He MOr Ha Hero cepautbcsa. OH Tak
cTapascs [loKa3aTh BCeM, UTO [IOMAlllHUM KOTUK MO)KeT ObITh HUUEM He XyKe
YMCTOKPOBHBIX JIECHBIX KOTOB, YTO COBEPIIEHHO YIYCTU/I W3 BUAY >KeJlaHUs
camoro Benbiiia. YTo ecy Masnbliiil peliui BelOpaTh APYyryo Ku3Hb? OTHerpuB
He MbIC/IUN cebss Ge3 seca W TUIeMeHM, HO Beib OH caM u3bpan cebe cyabOy.
To/ibko Temepb OH TIOHSI, UTO TMOCIelIHOe pelieHue [IpuHIECCHl, MO CyTH,
nuimio berbliiiia rpaBa caMOCTOSITEILHOTO BbiOOPa.

['nmyxoii 1 GecuyBCTBeHHbIN K 3ByKaM M 3araxam Jieca, OTHerpuB Iiescs
BIlepe/|, M0Ka Jiarbl CaMy He TIPUHEeC/IM ero K orpajie, 3a KOTOpOU »KWjia cecTpa.
OH B HeJjoyMeHUU ycTaBWICs Ha 3abop. Kak 3To oH 31ech ouyTtusicsi? TTokauaB
ronoBou, OTHerpy¥B CHOBA INOBEPHYJI B CTOPOHY Jieca. OH 3Hasl, YTO y Hero He
XBaTUT CUJI HAa OTKPOBEHHbIN pasroBop c cectpoi. OH He Mor cobparbcsi C
JYXOM U TIPSIMO CKa3aTh e, KakK >KeCTOKO OHa OLIM0/ach, OTAAB B IJIeEMSI CBOETO



HeCMBILLJIEHOT0 Masjbia. Ene mepecraBnss oTspkeneBlive Jjanbl, OrHerpus
rioriesicst K Beicokum CocHam.

— OrHerpuB! — pasjancs 3a ero CIHWHOW HEeKHbIM KOLIaYWil TOJIOCOK.
«[IpuHyecca!» C ymnasliuMm cepleM OH 3aMep Ha Mecte. Tereps, Korja cecrpa
3aMeTu/ia ero, OH y)Xe He MOr TIPOCTO TOBEPHYTbCS K HeW CIIMHOM U yUTH.
OrHerpuB 00epHy/ics U yBufes, urto [IpuHIlecca COpbBITMBaeT C Orpajibl U CO
BCeX Jjlall HeceTcs eMy HaBcTpeuy. Ee cBernas mnosiocarasi 1iepcTka Becesio
B3JIeTasa U onajasna ot beicTporo Oera.

— 41 Tak jaBHO Tebsi He BUjenal — C TPeBOroil BOCK/IMKHY/A CECTPa,
ocTaHaB/1vBasCb. — M besblll JjaBHBIM-AaBHO He HaBelljajJl MeHs. Y BacC BCe B
ropsifke?

— Bce... O, ga! Bce ommuHo! — ceBIMM roj0coOM Tpob6opMoTal

OrHerpuB, KoueHesi OT HanpsbkeHus. [IpuHIlecca pagoCTHO TIpUKpbLIA IVias3a,
MI'HOBEHHO YCITOKOeHHasl ero CjI0BaMH, U JIaCKOBO [JOTPOHYJ/IaCb HOCOM [0 HOCa
Opata. OrHerpuB TPYWKAJICS K HeM, C Hac/laXKIeHWeM BJbIXasl 3HaKOMbIH 3ariax,
HalOMUHAIOIIUK €My J1eTCTBO.

— Kak st paga! — MypJibikania cectpa. — A TO s y>K Hauasia 6eCrioKOUThCSI.
[Touemy Besibilll He 3aX0AUT KO MHe? f y)Ke [aBHO UyBCTBYIO €ro 3ariax rje-To
COBCEM PSiZIOM, HO OH TaK HU pa3y U He mosiBWiIcsA! — OrHerpuB eirje OO/bIIIe
CMYTWJICS, He 3Has, YTO OTBeTUTb, HO, K cuacThto, [IpuHIlecca mpogosmkana
6e33a00THO BOpPKOBaTh: — MoKelllb HUYero He TOBOPUTD, sl M TaK 3HAl0, UTO BbI
OueHb 3aHSIThbl TpeHUpoBKamu! B mocnegHuii pas3, Korja CbIHOK HaBelljas MeHs,
OH CKasaJl, UTO Thl MIPOCTO B BOCTOPre OT ero ycrexoB. OH TpsAMO 3asiBWJI, UTO
y)Ke [lajleKo OIlepefusl BCeX OCTa/JIbHBIX OpPY’KeHOCLieB! — BOCTOpP)KeHHO
nmenunack [IpuHiiecca, v miasa ee ropeyu OT ropA0CTH 3a CbIHOUKa.

«OHa He MeHbIIle MeHsI X04eT, UToObI beslbIin BRIpOC HACTOSIIM BOUHOM!»
— C ropeusto noaymas OrHerpus ¥ BAHOBATO TTPOMSIMITAIL:

— OH ¥ B caMoM [iefie Ti0/jaeT OOJIbIIIMe HaZleXK/bi!

— OH xe mou nepBeHel]! — ypuasna IIpuHiiecca. — {1 Bcerma 3Hana, 4to
oH ocobeHHbIi! OH y MeHs1 caMbIM jiyurtiiii! $1 10 CcuX TMOp CKyd4aro 10 CBOeMY
MaJlIblLily, XOTs TIPeKpacHO 3Har0, KaK OH CUaCT/IUB!

— $1 yBepeH, uTO BCe TBOM [IeTH T0-CBOeMy 0CobOeHHbIe, — TpoOopMoTal
OrHerpuB. Y Hero f3blK uecajcsi BbUIOKUTb [IpuHLIecce BCrO mpaBgy O ee
mobuMlile, HO He XBarajao AyXy pa3dutb el cepjile, COOOIIMB, UTO >KepTBa

OKa3asiach HampacHoM. .. — 1 momkeH uaty, [IpuHIecca.
— Yxe?! — BOCK/IMKHYy/a CecTpa, W yAWB/IeHHe Ha ee Jivie ObICTpo
CMEHHU/IOCh XanocTblo. — OX, TMPOCTH MeHsA, s W 3abblia, UTO Thl Terepb

rnamaraii! Y Tebst HaBepHsiKa Ziesi 1o ropJio!
OrserpuB Mo/1ya KuBHY/1. EMy BOBCe He XOTes10Ch BO3BpAllaThCsl B Jiarephb,



HO OT pasroBopa C CeCTpOM Ha Jyile Crajo ewje Tsokesee. EMy BHOBb
TI0Ka3a0Ch, Oy/ITO OH pa3pbiBaeTCs MEXY IByMsl MUDAaMU — JIeCOM U MUPHOM
JIOMallIHe >XU3HBIO.

OH pellui BepHYThCS B Jlareph CaMOU /I0/ITOM JOpOroi, 4yToObl 3HAaKOMast
3e/leHb Jileca YCIOKOW/Ia ero B30yJdopakeHHble UYBCTBA. BBICKOUMB U3-3a
JlepeBbeB Ha BepIIMHY X0J/IMa, OH BHOBb IOAYyMaj O TOM, KaK He XBaTaeT eMy
npy»keckoro coBeta Kpytoboka.

— IlpuBet! — pa3zgancs coBceM psifiom ronocok Ilecuanou bypu. Buauwmo,
OHa CITyCKasach C X0JIMa U oyysiia ero 3anax. — Kak 1morpeHvpoBanivuce? A rae
Benbim? OrHerpuB TMOCMOTpeSl B ee /100poe 30/0THUCTOEe JIUI0, Ha KOTOPOM
3Be3/jlaMU CHSUIU 3eJIeHble IV1a3a, U BAPYT peruuics. OH pacckakeT el Bce!

— Tbl 0fHa? — CIIPOCUII OH, TPEBOXKHO OIVISAAbIBAsCH 10 CTOPOHAM.

Ilecuanas byps ¢ HeoymeHreM IOCMOTpesia Ha Hero.

— Bpoge ga... f peluursa moMTH HEMHOIO TTIOOXOTUTLCS Mepes] YKUHOM.

OrHerpuB ToZioIIes K Kparo 00pbiBa U TTIOCMOTPeJT Ha BePXYIIKHU [1ePeBbeB,
CKPBIBAKOIIUX PAaCKUHYBIIMMCSA BHU3Y Jjarepb ['po3oBoro miemenu. Ilecuanas
Bypsi Mmonua mogionivia 6/vke, ycenach psiioM C HUM U, He TOBOPSI HU CJIOBa,
TIpUKasach TeryibiM O0KOM K ero 60Ky. OrHerpuB BAPYT TMOHSLI, UTO €C/IU ceifuac
OH BJpPYT BCTaHeT U yuzert, [lecuanast byps He 3ajacT eMy HU OZHOTO BOIIpOCaA.

— [lecuaHnas bypsi, — HeyBepeHHO Hauas OH.

— Na?

— Tbl cuuTaellb, s MOCTYNUWI HeIpaBW/IbHO, Korja mpuHec besbiiia B
ninems? Ilecuanass Bypsi HeMHOro romosuana, cobupasick ¢ MBIC/SIMH, @ TIOTOM
YeCTHO OTBeTH/Ia:

— Korza g yBujesna ero cerofHs CISILUM BO3JIe Iellepbl, TO oAyMala,
YTO OH IIOXOX Ha JOMalllHero KOTWKa, a He Ha JiecHOro BouHa. Ho mortoMm s
BCIIOMHW/IA TOT JieHb, KOTZIA OH TMOWMan CBOK TepByr Auub. OH ObLn
KPOLIIeYHbIM KOTEHKOM, KOI7/la 3UMOM, B CTPALLHYIO MYyPry, OTIIPaBU/ICA B JieC U
noviMan TmiosieBKy. OH Obl1 Takol OeccTpalliHbiii, TaK TOPAWICS CBOUM
ycrexoM... Toraa oH ObLT HACTOSIIIIM BOMHOM CBOETO TyieMeHu!

— BbIXOAUT, s MOCTYNWI NMPaBUIBHO? — C HAZJEXJ0M B roj0ce CIpOCUI
Ornerpus. [lecuanas Bypsi cHoBa Hazf0/Iro 3asymasach.

— § pymaro, OTBeT Ha 3TOT BOIIPOC MOXKeT JaTb TOJBKO Bpems, —
OTBeTHU/Ia OHA HakoHell. OrHerpuB yApyueHHO MOHYPU/ICS. OTO ObLIO COBCEM He
TO, UTO OH XOTeJI yC/IbIIAaTh!

— C HUM YTO-TO TIPOM30ILIO? — CIpPOCWa mMofApyra, 6ecrioKoiHO
TIpUILLypUBasi I/1a3a.
— CeropHst fHeM s BUjiell ero B >kuuile [IByHOrnx, — 6eccTpacTHO

OTBeTUu/1 OFHEFPI/IB.



— OH 3HaJ1, YTO ThI €ro BUJUIIL? — HaxMypuiack Ilecuanas byps.

— Her.

— B Takom cnyuyae Thl JO/DKeH CKa3atb emy 00 3tom. [lycth perur
HaKOHell, I7ie ero MecTo.

— A e/ OH 3ax04eT BepHYThCA K [IByHOrUM?! — BOCK/IMKHY/ OrHerpus.
CeropiHsi OH BriepBble TOHsUI, HACKO/ILKO BEJIUKO ero >KelaHue BO uTo Obl TO HU
cTasnio Yyepkath besbiiiia B TuieMeHu. OH XOTeJT 3TOTO He TOJBKO paziu cebsi, He
TOJBKO /IJIs1 TOTO, UTOOBI J0Ka3aTh BCEM, UTO POXK/IEHHBIM BHe TJIeMeHU KOT TOXKe
MOJKeT CTaTb HaCTOALMM BOMHOM. Het, oH XoTes 3TOro pasu camoro bessbia!
OH uyBCTBOBaj, uTo Genbiii KOTUK MOXXeT OYeHb MHOTO [laTh TJIeMeHU, — U CO
BpeMeHeM I1/ieMsi CIIoJIHa 0TOJIaro/laput ero cBoeid ripefaHHoCThiO! [Ipu ozHOM
MBICJIA O TOM, 4YTO besbllll MOXeT JIMIIUTBCA BCero 3Toro, y OrHerpusa
HaYMHAJIO IeMUTh CepzLie.

— ODTO MOXKET PeLUUThb TOJIbKO OH CaM, — MSATKO CKa3asa Ilecuanas byps.

— 910 s Bo Bcem BuHOBar! Eciu Obl TOMBKO s MOT CTaTh JIyUIlIMM
HaCTaBHUKOM!

— Tyt HeT TBoeit BUHBI, — TiepeOuna moapyra. — Tbl He MOXelllb
W3MEeHUTh TOTO, UTO JIEXKUT Y Hero Ha cep/iie. OrHerpuB 6eCrioMOIIHO B3/IOXHY/I.

— IlpocTo movgu 1 MoroBopu C HUM, — HacTavBana [lecuanas bByps. —
BbIsicHM, Uero oH XoueT, U TI03BOJIb €My CaMOMY CjiefiaTb BbIOOp, — ee r/a3a
ObUIM TOMHBI COUYBCTBUSI W TMOHUMaHUs, HO OTHerpuB TO-TIPEKHEMY
YyyBCTBOBa/l cebsi HecuacTHbIM. — Wau, pasbiiu ero, — ckasasna [lecuaHas
bypsa. Korma OrsHerpvB IOKOPHO KUBHYJ/, OHa MoOJiYya BCTasja, MOBepHy/aach U
CKpbLIach B JIecy.

C TspKkesibIM ceppLieM OrHerpyB Hauasl CITyCKaTbCsl BHU3 T10 CKJIOHY XO0JIMa.
[Ipexxme BCcero OH TIIOLleJI K OBpary /isi TPEHUPOBOK B HaJexzae, 4To
OpYy’KeHocCeL] BepHeTCs B Jjlarepb TeM Ke IyTeM, KaKUM Bbllesl oTTyzAa. bosibiie
BCEro Ha CBeTe OH XOTes Obl M30€)KaTh OTKPOBEHHOTO Pa3rOBOpPa, MOCKOJBbKY
Oosiyics HeBOJILHO MOATOMKHYTh berbiia K yxony. M B TO >ke Bpemsi OH TTOHUMaJI,
uyto [lecuanHass Bypsi ripaBa. Henb3si ObiTh uneHoMm ['po30BOro TisieMeHH, CTOS
OfIHOM /1arioi B >kusuiile [IByHOTrHX. DTO ObUI0 ObI HEUECTHO KaK 10 OTHOIIIEHHIO
K [UIeMeHH, TaK U I10 OTHOLIEHUIO K camomy besbiiry. Kpome TOro, HeBepHOMY,
HeCYaCTHOMY KOTY He MeCTO CpeJii BOMHOB [ p030BOr0 IJIeMeHU.

CosHIle COBCEM CKDBUIOCH 3a fiepeBbsiMu, Korga OrHerpuB gobpascs [0
[THa OBpara " yceJicsi Ha mecke. Bbljio oueHb Tersio, XOTs HACTYyMarolyii Beuep
y>ke pa3bpocaii 1o JHy oBpara /JIMHHbIe TeHU JlepeBbeB. CKOPO HACTYIIUT BPeMsI
ykuHa. A uto ecsu Besiblill coBceM He BepHeTCsi? — BCTPeBOXU/ICs OTHerpuB.
3aTeM OH YC/bIIlIa/ 1I0POX KYCTOB M UbW-TO TSDKeJIbIe IaTy, M0 KOTOPLIM Cpa3y



y3Hau1 besibla, faxe He yCIieB MOUYATh ero 3arax.

KOoTuK BBICKOUM/I Ha OTKDbITOe MecTO U Tobexas, Becesio TOfepruBas
yIIIKaM{ U BBICOKO 3aZipaB bGesibiii XBOCT. B mactu y Hero 6o/sTanach KpolieuHasi
3eM/iepoiika. YBuzieB OrHerprBa, OH U3yM/IEHHO BRIDOHWU/I CBOIO /100OBIUY.

— UYTO TBI 37€Ch Aenaellb? — C JIeTKUM YIIPeKOM CIIPOCU/ OH. — S ke
CKasaJl, YTo BepHYyCh K yKUHY! Thl yTO, He Bepuilb MHe?!

OrxerpuB rpyCTHO MOKauaJjl T0JI0BOH.

— Het, — nipu3Hanca oH. [Ipy Buje 3TOro MajieHbKOro /1ep3Koro BpyHa B
TOJIOBe y Hero cpasy MpOsiCHUIOCh. Besbilll CK/IOHU T0/I0BY HAaOOK U 0OMXXEeHHO
TI0CMOTpeJI Ha CBOero HaCTaBHUKaA.

— Ho s noo6eiijan, yTo npuAy, U npuiiien! — BO3pa3ui OH.

— §1 Tebst BUIEN, — TIPOCTO CKa3an OTHerpus.

— Bupgen mens? ['ne?

— Bupesn, Kak Tbl XO4WJ/I B oM K JIByHOTUM.

— Hy u uto u3 51oro? OrHerpuB Jja)ke INOMEPXHY/CS OT TaKOW HAIJIOCTH.
Hey>xenu oH He TTIOHKMMaeT, YTO HAaTBOPUII?!

— Thl 0belrian OXOTUTHCS AJIs TI/IeMeHU, — TIPOLLUTIeN OH, UyBCTBYS, Kak B
JKMBOTe BCe CXKMMaeTCs OT 3/70CTH. KaKbli BOJIOCOK Ha €ero LIKype BCTasl
JBI0OM TIpU MBIC/IH O TOM, UTO Besibiill CHOBa fieslaeT U3 Hero Aypaka.

— A 4 0XOTU/ICA! — HEBO3MYTHMMO OTBETUJI OPY>KeHOCeLl.

OrhHerpvB mnpe3puTebHO MOCMOTpPeJ Ha 3eMJIepOMKYy, KoTopyro besbiin
OpoCHI Ha 3eMITIO.

— CKOJIBKO KOTOB, I0-TBOEMY, CMOTYT HaeCTbCsl TaKoM J00bIueit?

— JlagiHo, pa3 Tak, s caMm He Oyny y)KUHaTh, — JIeTKO COTJIaCUJICS KOTHK.

— TloroMy uTo Habun 6proxo OoTOpOCamMM, KOTOPHIMU KOPMSIT ZIOMAllTHUX
KUCOK! — B3opBascsi OrHerpuB. — 3aueM Thl BOOOI1le BePHYJICS B TieMsi?!

— Kak 3auem? {1 xxe apyxy c Llapankou ¥ ¢ YTO/BKOM, — C OTKPOBEHHbIM
HeJoyMeHueM oTBeTw1 benbiu. — A B uem fesio? OrsHerpuB B OTYasiHUM
3aCTOHaJI.

— $1 BCe yaiije iymaro, UTO TBOSI MaTh COBePILIW/IA OIIUOKY, TIPUHECS] CBOETO
repseH1ja B I'po3osoe mems!

— Yrto cpenaHo, To chenaHo! — pasosnwica besbiin. — YTO ThI KO MHe
nipuBs3ancsa?! OrHerpuBy XOTe/IOCh BbIljapanarh Aypb W3 [IyNIOU TOJIOBbI
ympsiMija, HO OH CZiepKasicsi, TyO0KO B3J0XHY/ U KaK MOYKHO CITOKOMHee CKas3all:

— Hesnb3s XuTh, CTOS janiaMu B [ByX mupax, benbiin. Tebe mpugercs
czienatb BbIOOP. VI Thl OCTaHeIIbCS B TIJIeMeHU U Oyfielllb KUTb, MOJUUHSSICh
BOMHCKOMY 3aKOHY, WM HaBCer/a yWaelb K JIByHOTMM M CTaHellb KUCKOU.

T'oBops 310, OTHEIpUB BCIIOMHWUJI, KaK IOUTH Te JKe C/10Ba KOrja-To CcKasasa
emy Cunsisi 3Be3a. OTo ObUIO B TOT /leHb, Koria KoroTk 3acTas ero Ha OMYyIIKe



nieca, rjle OH 0CTAHOBWICS 1OBOJITaTh CO CTapbiM TipusitesieM. Pa3Huila cocrosisia
B TOM, uTO s OrHerpuBa He CcCyllecTBoBaso mpobnembl Bbibopa. C Toro
MOMEHTA, KaK OH BIIepBble QUYTUJ/ICS B JieCy, OH MOUYBCTBOBas CceOst HACTOSIIL[UM
BOWHOM ['p030BOTO MjiIeMeHH.

BenbIt jaxke cierka OrermiI.

— Tlouemy s1 o/bKeH BbIOMpaTh? MHe HPAaBUTCS XKUThb Tak, Kak s JKUBY,
sicHO?! 51 He cobuparoch omMaTh cebe XKU3Hb TOJILKO pajid TOrO, UTOOBI Tebe OT
3TOTO CTaJso jerye!

BoBce He paau Toro, yroObl MHe cTas0 jerdye! — 3amMnen Ha Hero
OrHerpuB. — JT0 HeobxonuMO paju Grara Bcero riemenu! JKu3Hb JoMalliHei
KUCKHU MPOTUBOPEUUT CaMOMY JyXy BOMHCKOrO 3akoHa! — VI TyT OH 3amosuari,

He Bepsi CBOMM I7la3aM. BesbIlll Hario MoBepHY/CS K HEMY CITUHOM, Tto06pan ¢
3eM/IM CBOKO 3eMJIEDOMKY M TIPEeCMOKOMHO HamnpaBWICSd B CTOPOHY Jareps.
Hey>kesii OH Tak HUKOT/Aa U He TIpUMeT BOMHCKOIO 3aKoHa?! Heyxkesd He BU/IUT,
YTO BbDKMBaHUE TIJIEMEHHM 3aBHUCHUT OT 0€30rOBOPOUYHON MpeaHHOCTH KaXK[oro
kota?! OrHerpuB CHOBa IVyDOKO B3[OXHY/I, OOPSICh C >KeJlaHUeM HeMe[JIeHHO U
HaBcerga rnporHatb besbiitia 3a rnipepensl ['po3oBoro miemeHu. «Ilo3Bonb emy
caMOMYy cjiejlaTh BbIOOp...» OH TIOMIeNCsl B jlarepb, TBepAs IPo cebs cioBa
[Tecuanoui Bypu. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, B OTYasiHUM MOJyMa/l OH, KOPMSChb Y
[ByHorux, besbIin He HAaHOCHUT yiijepba rieMeHu. .. TonbKo ObI HUKTO He 3acTall
€ro 3a TUM 3aHsITHeM!

[TpubMu3MBIIMC, K MAlOPOTHUKOBOMY TyHHe0, OrHerpuMB BAPYT
YC/BIIIANA CYXOU CTYK 3eMJIM, KaTAI[eWCs Mo CKJIOHY xoiMa. OH 0CTaHOBWICS U
TIPUC/IYLLIA/ICS, BCeM CepALieM Hazesachb, yTo 310 Ilecuanas byps Bo3BpalliaeTcs ¢
0x0Tbl. OJTHAaKO TenJibli BeYepHUI BETEPOK JIOHEeC /10 Hero 3arax [lemestomku.

MarneHbKas cepasi KOLLIeUKa HEYKJ/IIOXKe CIIPbICHY/Ia C MOC/IeJHero KaMHs U
BCTajia Ha 3emat0. OrHerpMB 3aMeTWI, UYTO OHa XpPOMaeT CUJIbHee
0OBIKHOBEHHOTO, a BO PTY TAIILIUT 1[eTyI0 0XarlKy KaKMX-TO TpaB.

— Thi 300poBa? — cripocuJ oH. Ilereroriika Opocy/ia TpaBbl Ha 3eMJTIO.

— 3/40poOBa, YeCTHOe C/I0BO, — MpOoIbIXTejaa oHa. — Hora uro-To crana
To111a/1MBaTh, BOT f U IPOBO3WIACH C 3TU MU TpaBaMU ropasfo [oJiblle, yeM
cobupanachk.

— O6s3aTenbHO ckaxku Ilepbatoli, — pa3BonHoBancs OrHerpuB. — OHa
He /I0JDKHA TaK reperpy»arb Tebs!

— Hert, HeT, HU B KoeM c/iy4yae! — TOpOIUIMBO BOCK/IMKHY/IA [leresnroriika,
VICITyTaHHO TPSICSI CePOU T'OJIOBKOM.

— Hy nagHo, kak 3Haelb, — KUBHYJ OTHerpuB, Cjierka yJUB/IEHHBIN ee

pe3KMM OTKd30M. — Tor,qa X0Ts OBl ,anaFI rmomMory Tebe OTHeCTH TPdBBI.



[Tenesntoliika ¢ 61arofapHOCTBIO KUBHY/IA.

— Bort crnacu6o! Tlycts 3Be3nHOe muieMsi U3rOHUT BceX O/10X W3 TBOeH
MOACTUAKU! — B IVla3axX ee 3aruisicasid 030pHble OroHbKU. — IIpocTH, 1 He
xoTesia Tebe rpyouth. [Ipocto Illepbarasi cefiuac crpaiiHO 3aHsTa. [Hem y
CuHerniasku Hayaaucb CxBaTKu. OTHeErpuB Cjierka BCTPeBOXKWIICH. CIIMIIKOM
)KUBBI ObUIM B €ro mMaMsTH BOCIIOMHWHAHUSI O TOM, KaK TIPOXOJWIA POAbI Y
HecuacTHOU CepeOpsHKM.

— Bce B nnopsgke? Ilemnesntoliika oTsesia riasa.

— 4$l... s He 3Hat0, — mipobopMoTana oHa. — Sl BbI3Basach TOWTH 3a
TpaBamu, uToObl He Tiomorath Illepbaroii, — nuilo ee rompauHeno. — ... o
IIPOCTO He XOTeJIa...

OrHerpuB TOHSIJI, UTO OHa ToxKe fiymaeT o CepeOpsiHKe.

— Torpa motu, — ObICTPO cKa3an oH. — YeMm ObICTpee y3HaeM, Kak fiefa,
TeM ObIcTpee nepectaHeM becriokouThbcsi! — U oH obexxasn B jarepk.

— TlomennenHeri! — nomopiuacek [lenentonika, TsHkea0 xpoMas 1Mo3aau
Hero. — Eciu st BAPYT UCLIETIOCh OT XPOMOTHI, 00elljato, UTO Thl y3Haelllb 00
5ToM TiepBbiM! Ho Tmoka 3TOoro He mipou3onuio, Tebe mTpUAeTCS WATH
riome/jjieHHee!

EnBa mepecTymnvB IoOpor Jiarepsi, OHU TYT XKe y3Hauu, uto CuHersaska
GrarorosiyuHo okoTuiach. KpuByssi u PsiOuHKa, TSDKeO KPSIXTS, BblIe3anu U3
JeTckor. [nasza crapyx BOCXMILIEHHO CBepKa/id, a [JOBOJIbHOE YypyaHue
pasHocwioch Mo Bceli monsiHe. [lecuaHas Bypsi co Bcex janm Opocusachk
HaBCTpeuy TJialliaTaro, Crieliia COOOIIUTL PaJJOCTHYIO HOBOCTb.

— Y CuHerviask /iBe JOUKU U OIUH CbIHOK! — paZiloCTHO KPUKHY/Ia OHa.

— Kak oHa ce0st uyBCTByeT? — BCTPeBOXKeHHO cripocusia [lenestoriika.

— OmmnuHo! — ycnokowna ee Tlecuanast byps. — Y>kKe KOpMUT MaJibIlIen.
[Tenesntoliika ¢ ob6erueHreM 3aMypJibIKasia.

— $1 Jo/mKHA MOUTH TOIIsiAeTh! — 3asiBUJIa OHA U TIOKOBBUISIA B JETCKYIO.
OrHerpus BBITIIIFOHY/I HA 3eMJIO TPaBbl.

— I'me Benwi? — cripocus oH y [lecuanoit Bypu, 06Bozst ryia3aMu MOJISIHY.

30/10THCTast KOIIeuKa C y/IbI0KOM OmyCTu/Ia r/a3a.

— Korzia YacTokos yBr/ies1, KakKyro KO35BKY OH IIPUHEC Ha Y)KWH, OH TYT JKe
roc/ian beiplilia UNCTUTH MOACTU/IKY B Telllepe y CTapeurLuH.

— Ouenp xopowo! — 3y0pagHO oTBeTW1 OrHerpus, BIepBbIe
o0pa/1oBaHHbIN BMelllaTe/IbcTBOM YacTokora.

— Tb1 ¢ HUM TIOorOBOpU/I? — cripocuna [lecuaHass byps, cpa3y CTaHOBSICh
Cepbe3HOM.

— [a, — HerpoMko oTBeTw1 OrHerpuB, UyBCTBYS, KAK CTPEMUTE/ILHO TaeT
€ro paZ0CThb, BbI3BaHHAs CUACT/IMBBLIM paspelieHreM CHHerIasKu.



— Hy ¥ 4T0? — He yHMMasnach Kolika. — YTo OH cKasasi?

— MHe 110Ka3anock, OH aXke He TIOHsJI, UTO HaTBOPW/I, — YHBUIO OTBETHU/I
Ornerpus. K ero yausnenuto, ITecuanass bypsi HUCKO/IBKO He pacCTpOUIach.

— OH ertle pebeHOK! — MSITKO HallOMHWIA OHa. — He CTOUT NpUHKUMATh
9T0 Tak 6mm3Ko K cepaiy! Tlocrapaiics moyvaiije BCIIOMUHATE TOT [JieHb, KOTJja OH
ToiiMasI CBOIO TIEePBYIO /IWUb, U He 3a0biBaii O TOM, UTO B €ro >XKUiax TeueT TBOs
KpPOBb, — OHA HEXHO JIM3Hy/Ja ero B IujeKy. — Ewi nose3eT, B OAUH
TIpeKpacHbIN /IeHb OHa AiacT o cebe 3HaTh! VX pa3roBop mpepBas HaCMeIUIUBbIT
royioc [pima:

— OrHerpus, Tbl MOXelllb [0 TIpaBy TOPAWUTHCA CBOMM YyYeHUKOM! —
Becenwics OH. — YacTOKOM TOMBbKO YTO COOOImMI MHe, uTo besbiiln rpuHec
CerofHsl CaMyl0 >KajKyt [o0biuy 3a geHb! — OrHerpuB 00Jie3HEHHO
cmopinuics, a M 6Ge3kanoctHo mnpubaBui: — Thl BOUCTUHY BeJIMKUN
HaCTaBHUK!

— Ybupaiics, [bim! — BAPYT cepAauTo orpei3Hynack IlecuaHast byps. —
Heuero TyT 37106cTBOBaTh! ThI Befiellib cebst 6e306pa3Ho, 1 cam 3TO 3Haelllb.

K wusymnenutro OrHerpuBa, [IbIM Kak-TO Cpa3y CBbeXWICHd U TOMATUIICS
Ha3a/. Pe3Ko MOBepHYBIIMCh, OH >KaJIKO CBECH/T XBOCT U 1obpes mpoub, bpocast
Ha OrHerpuBa HeHaBU/SLLUe B3IVISIJbI Yepes I1eyo.

— Yucrasa pabora! — BOCK/IMKHY/ T/alllaTaii, He Ha IIYTKY yAWUBIeHHbBIN
BHe3arHbIM pas3fpa)keHueM MnoApyru. — Tbl [0/DKHA HeINpeMeHHO HayuUuTb
MeHs, KaK 3TO JenaeTcs!

— botock, y Tebs He mosyuuTcs, — B3goxHysna IlecuaHas Byps,

COUYBCTBEHHO MPOBOyKas Iyasamu ygasstolerocs [eiMa. OHa BbIpOC/a BMecCTe
C 3TUM eXUHBIM OypbIM KOTOM, KOTZIa-TO OHM BMeCTe ObI/IM OpY»>KeHOCLIaMU, HO
C Tex 1mop, Kak llecuanas byps nozapyxwuaace ¢ OTHerpyMBOM, MeXAy HUMU
CJIOBHO KOIIIKa Tipobekana. — He BosHyi#Cs, s TIOTOM W3BUHIOCH Tepej; HUM.
Crnyiaii, MOXKeT, CXOAWM MOCMOTPeTh Ha HOBOPOXK/I€HHBIX ?

Ona 6pocuiach K JeTCKOW M Y BXOZIa CTOJIKHY/IACh C BbIXoAsiieid CuHeM
3Be3goii. [lpegBoauTenbHULIA BBIIVIAZAE/a YMUPOTBODEHHOM, I/la3a ee CHSIIM.
Hakonen-to CuHsigs 3Be3Zjla HauMHAeT MPOSIB/ISTb MPEXHUW WHTEpeC K >KU3HU
rieMeHu! — C pafoCThiO nogyMan OrHerpus.

Crousio ITecuaHou Bype nmpoCyHyTh ro/ioBy B [IeTCKY0, Kak CuHss 3Be3a
TOP>KeCTBEHHO O0BbsIBUJIA:

— Teneps y I'po3oBoro nyiemenu Oyzer elile 60bilie BOUHOB!

— ¥ Hac Tenepb Oosbllle BOWHOB, YeM Yy JitoOOro Apyroro TjiemMeHu! —
pagocTtHo nofxsatui OrHerpuB. IIpy 3TUX coBax Iviasa MNpeABOAUTE/bHULIbI
BAPYT TIoTeMHesH, U y OTHerprBa XoJ10/J0K pobexxast Mo CriuHe.

— OcraeTrcsd HalesATbCSl, YTO HOBBIM BOMHAM MblI CMOXXEM [IOBEPSITh



OoJibllie, yeM CTapbiM, — MPAUHO PsIBKHYJIA OHA.

OrhHerpvB MoJYa MPOBOAWI IVla3aMH YAAJSIOLIYIOCS TpeJBOAUTE/IbHULLY,
YyBCTBYs, KakK TracHeT ero Heponras pazgocte. CnoBa CuHel 3Be3lbl He
OCTaBJIS/IA COMHEHUM B TOM, UTO OHA IO-TIPe)KHEMY He MOXKET OIpPaBUTHLCSI OT
CTpaxa, KOTOPbIM MOCeUIICS B ee Ayllle MocJjie rpezare/bcTBa Kortsi.

— Taxk TbI ugelb? — oKIMKHYysA ero Ilecuanas Bypst U3 Temniol TeMHOTBI
AeTckor. OrHerpyB peLlrTe/IbHO IarHy/l BHYTPb.

CuHernaska Jie)kaja Ha IOACTWJIKE U3 MATCKOrO mxa. Tpoe KpOLLIeYHBIX,
MOKPBIX KOTSIT KOTIOIIWIKCh Y Hee T10J; OOKOM, C/erno Thl4acb B MaTePUHCKUIA
JKHBOT.

B mazax Ilecuanoit bypu OrHerpuB yBuzies HE3HAKOMY HEXXHOCTb. OHa
HaK/IOHW/IAaCh HaJl KOTSITaMU U TIllaTe/IbHO 0OHIOXasa KaXkjoro, ryboKo BbIXas
WCXOJSALIAN OT MaJIbIlIer Teriblki, MOJIOYHbIM apoMar. CHHersa3Ka He CBOAu/IA C
Hee COHHbIX, HO BHUMATeJIbHbIX I71a3.

— Onu BenukosienHbl! — mporientan OrHerpuB. Tak MpusiTHO ObLIO
BHOBB JTFOO0BaThbCSI KOTATAMHU, M BCE >Ke 3TO 3peuille AO0CTaB/siio eMy OCTPYHO
Oosb. IlocsiefHUMM KOTATaMH, KOTOPbIX OH Bujen, Obi CepeOpSIHKMHBI
CUpOTHI, U, BCIIOMHUB O HUX, OH BHOBb nogyman o Kpyroboke. Kak oH Tam
Terniepsb? [Ipomo/mkaeT /v ckOpbeTh TI0 yMepIliel Mo/ipyre UM >Ke HOBasi )KU3Hb B
PeuHoM ri71IeMeHU U 3a00ThI O /IeTSIX TIOMOTJIM eMY CIIPaBUThCS C O0JIbI0 yTPaThI?
BHe3arHo OrHerpus ro4yBCTBOBAJ, Kak LIEPCTb Y HErO Ha XBOCTe MOAHUMAaeTCst
BBepX. OH yuysin 3arnax cbiHa Kortsi! Pe3ko 06epHYBIIMCh, OH MOWCKA Ta3aMu
KOTeHKa, CTapasiCb CKpPbITb HeJOBepHe, TOLIHOTOW MOACTYyIarollee K ropiay. 3a
€ro CIMHOW B MSICKOM THe3/pbIllIKe Craja 3/aTolleliKa, a BO3Jie Hee CJIaJIKO
rocanbiBa/iv ee KotsAta. [lomocaTelii Manbllll HUUEM He OTIMYasiCsl OT JAPYTrUxX
HecMbIlIeHbIneld, 1 OTHerpvB BHOBb C OeCCH/IbHBIM pacKasHUeM TPOKJIS
cobCTBeHHYI0 6€30TUeTHYIO BpaXKAeOHOCTb.

Ha cnepyrommii feHp OrHerpuB MPOCHY/ACS paHO yTpPOM. Meicid 0
KpyToOoKke TspKesoi Tyuyeil KnyOunuchk B ero rosioBe. OH OTYasiHHO CKydas TI0
CBOEMY [IpyTy, 0COOeHHO TeTiepb, KorZia besblill ¢ KaKAbIM [HeM Bce 0oJibliie
orbuBancs OT sarn. Yuacthe IlecuaHoid Bypu oueHb mMomoraso, HO eMmy
MYUHTE/IbHO XOTeJ0Ch T0COBeTOBaTbCsi C KpyToOOKOM, KOTODBIN 3Han
OrnerpuBa C TOr0 CaMOro JHs, KOTZia OH BIlepBble OUYyTW/ICA B jiecy. OTHerpuB
elje HeMHOIO I10JIe)Ka/l B CBOeM T'He3/blllKe U, HaKoHel], peruiacsa. CeromaHs oH
BO uTO ObI TO HU CTaj0 CXOJUT HA PEKy U TOIJISIIUT, He/b3sl /i KakK-HUOy/b
TIOBU/IaTbCSL CO CTapbIM IPYTOM.

[IpuHsiTOe pellleHWe TakK 00pasoBasio €ro, UTO OH BCKOUW/, BBITION3 U3
Telepsl U C yA0BOJILCTBYEM MOTAHY/ACA. COJHLIe TOIBKO-TOJIBKO 110KAa3a/10Ch Ha



rOpu30HTe, U HeO0 OBbUIO TIOJIEPHYTO HEXKHO-PO30BOM pacCBeTHOM AbIMKON. B
LleHTpe TI0oJisHbl OH yBHUZen [lpiMa, KOTOpPbIM O UeM-TO pasroBapvBal C
Tpoctunkoii. OrHerpuB Haxmypuscsi. O ueM 3TOT 3azupa OonTaeT C HEXHOU
yuenutieii Yacrokosna?! MoxeT ObITb, OTpaB/sieT ee pa3yM OuyepeHbIMU
ragkuMu cruteTHamu?! Ho, mpurmisifieBvch, OH yBUje/, UTO IIepCTh Oyporo
BOWHA HUUYTh He TOTIOPILMTCS, a B TO/I0Ce HEeT U C/ie/jla 00bIYHOTO BEICOKOMEPUSI.
CnoB OrHerpuB He MOT pa3o0paTrhb, HO TOH UyBCTBOBaJI 6e30111Mb0uH0. 3Be3Hoe
IJIeMs 3HaeT, 0 YeM OHU I'OBOPSAT, TOJIBKO IojioC [IpiMa 3Bydas CerofHsl HexHee
royiybMHOTO BOPKOBaHWUsI!

OrnerpuB HampaBwicsi K Oecepyroium. Ctouno [IpiMy 3aMeTUTb
TIpUOJIIKaroIIerocs ryaiarasi, Kak 1Jja3a ero rnocepbesHesy.

— TIlpuset, biM! — mo3mopoBancs OrHerpuB. — Tbl He MoOr Obl
BO3[VIABUTb PAaCCBETHbIN NMaTpys/b? [1a3ku TPOCTUHKY BOCXUILIEHHO 3aCBepKalIU.

— MosKHO o TOXe TIouy?

— He 3naro, — mnpusHanca OrHerpuB. — {1 elje He pasroBapuBaj C
YaCcTOKOJIOM 10 TIOBOAY TBOUX YCIIEXOB.

— YacToKo/ TOBOPUT, OHA MPOCTO MojogeL|! — BCTaBui [bim.

— B TakoMm ciyuae, MOXeT ObITh, Thl CaM CIPOCHILb ero? — PpOOKO
rioripocus1 OrHerpus. OH NOYTU HE COMHEeBAJICs, YTO [IbIM pe3Ko OTKaXkKeTcCsl, HO
BCe JKe peIln/I Morpo0oBaTh C/iesaTh Iar K MpuMUpeHnto. — Eciu 0H OTImyCTUT
c Tobolt TpoCTHHKY, TOT/Ia BO3bMHU ellle YTo/ibka U KOro-HuOy[b U3 BOUHOB, —
ripopo/kan OrHerpus.

[Touemy-To Xpyrikasi MajeHbkass TpPOCTMHKa Ka3aiacb emy ropaszo Oosiee
Ge33allUTHOM, YeM OCTajibHble OPYKEHOCLIbI.

— He 6Gecriokoiicsi, — 3aBepun [IbiM, 3a00TIMBO Iisis Ha TpoCcTUHKY. — S
cyMmeto 1103ab0oTUThCst 06 ee 6e30macHOCTH.

— Hy... BoT 1 xopomo, — npoMam/anua OTrHerpyuB U MOBEPHYJICS. YXOAd,
OH He yepXajcs U 00epHY/CsS uepe3 TUIeYO Ha CUASIIUX TIOCPeAU TIOJISTHBI
KOTOB. [lopa3sutensHo! BriepBbie B )XKU3HU eMy yZa/0Ch CIIOKOMHO TIOTOBOPUTH C
IbiMoMm, 1 3TOT 3a0usiKa HU pa3y He To/ifies ero!

«/IHTepeCcHO, KTO U3 HaC U3MEHWICSI? — HeBOJIbHO nogymMasa OrHerpus. —
A v Oemm?»

BeibexxaB U3 Jarepsi, OH MHWHOBajq OBpar u ycrpemwics K HarpeTsim
Kamusim. [llepcts y Hero Ha CIIMHe LIeBeJWIaCh OT MPeABKYLUEHHUS CKOPOMH
BCTPeUd C APyrom. 3emsis IOJ, HOraMH TakK BbICOXJIA OT 3HOS, YTO W3-T10[ Jarl
OrHerpvBa TIOAHUMA/MUCh oOsaka cyxod mnbud. [logbexkaB K KaMeHHBIM
rpoMaziam, OH YBHU/eJI, YTO TpaBa y IMOAHOXKMS CKajl IouepHesa U 3acoxsa OT
kapsl. TosbKo Terniepb OrHErpuB C yAUB/IEHUWEM MOJ4yMas O TOM, UTO JOXKAeu He
ObLI0 y>Ke Oonbilie ABYX JYH.



O6GorHyB ckanbl, OH To0eXxan Janiblile, K TOTPAHUUHBIM MeTKaM,
o0o3HauaroIMM rpaHuily ¢ PeuHbiM miemeHeM. Jlec CTaHOBUJICS BCe pexke, a
TIOTOM U BOBCe 000pBaJICsi BHU3, K peke. Bo31yx ObLI MOJIOH NTUYLET0 TOMOHA U
1I0pOXa BeTpa B BepIIMHAX JepeBbsiX, a BIepPeJd C MOHOTOHHBIM >KypuaHHeM
nU3asia rajieuHsli Geper peka.

OrHerpuB OCTAaHOBWICS U TMOHIOXa/ Bo3Ayx. KpyTo6oKoM Hure He raxo!
Ecim oH XoueT IMOBU/aTh JIpyra, IOXOXKe, MPUJETCs TepebupaThcsi Ha JIpyrou
Geper, Ha 3emu PeuHoro riemenu. OTuasiHUe TIPUAJI0 €My CHI, U OH el
PUCKHYTh. YTPeHHUMN TAaTpy/b, JO/DKHO OBITh, y)Ke BbILLIEN, HO, MOXKET ObITb,
OrHerpuBy I0Be3eT, U [J030pHbIe HAUHYT 00X0/] C APYTHUX TPaHUI]?

OrHerpuB OCTOPOKHO TIOTO/I3 BAOMbL TOTPAHUYHBIX METOK, IpoOpasics
CKBO3b 3apOC/IM TIaTIOPOTHUKOB M CITyCTUJICS K pPeke. 37ieCb OH UyBCTBOBas cebst
HETIPUBBLIUHO 3aMeTHBIM M 0e33aluTHbIM. KpyToOOKOM TO-TIpeXXHEMY Ja)ke He
rnaxj0. MoxeT, CTOUT BCe-TaKU TEPEUTH PeKY M MOMbITaTh CYACThsl Ha 3eMJISIX
PeuHoro misiemMeHu? IJTo OyfeT COBCeM HETPYAHO, MOCKOJBbKY peKa CH/IbHO
obmesiena. Bosblilyto 4acTh TyTH MOYKHO TIePeMTH TIOUTH TOCYXY, a Ha CepeauHe,
rae r1y0boKo, peka Oekasna Tak Me/ijieHHO, uTo OrHerpuB Mor 6e3 0coboro pucka
nepebpaThCsi BIUIaBb. B KOHI[e KOHI[OB, 3a BpeMs Y)KaCHbIX BeCEHHHX
HaBOJHEHUM OH yCIiesl TPUBLIKHYTh K BOZIe TOpPa3/0 CUbHee Jit000ro /Ipyroro
I'po3oBoro kora!

B creqyrommii MUT HO3JPU €r0 Y/I0BWIM 3amnaxX, KOTOPbIM OH HUKakK He
OXUJan 34ecCb BCTpeTuTb. OrHerpuMB B U3ym/leHWU 3amep. BoHAIO 1ieMeHeM
Teneri! UTo oHM pAenaroT 3/eCh, TaK AajeKO OT CBoeu Tepputopuu?! Bcem
M3BECTHO, UYTO MeXKJy pekorM u ruiemeHeM TeHel sexar 3emsM [po3oBoro
rieMeHu!

He Ha mIyTKy BCTpeBOKeHHbIH, OrHerpyMB TOMSTWICA oOpaTHO B
TAaTIOPOTHUKW U T/IYOOKO BAOXHY/, MbITAsICh OIpe/e/uTh, OTKYJa ZOHOCHUTCS
3arax. Cepzue ero yrmasao, Korja, IoOMUMO 3araxa KOToB TeHH, OH yuys ele
KOe-yTo. BhlIiie 110 TeyeHHI0 0TBpaTUTE/bHO BOHSIIO KAKOW-TO THUJIBIO!

OrHerpvB OCTOPOXKHO TIOTO/M3 CKBO3b TANlOPDOTHUKH, W MOOypeBilie OT
3HOSI CTeO/iM THUXOHBKO 3alllypllia/ii O ero IiepcTb. Brepeau BO3BBIIANCS
[IIWIITKOBATRIM CTBOJI OTPOMHOIO CTApOro Ay0a, KOTOPBIM POC Y TPaHMIlbI, TaM,
rJe HauvHa/lMCb 3eM/d ['po30BbIX KOTOB. llepernieTeHHble KOPHUA WCIIOJIMHA
BBICOKO B3[bIMajiMCh HaJ 3eMJied, MOJ KOTOPOW TawlIuCh [0 TeX I0p, IOKa
JOXOW Y BeTpbl He BBbITALWIM UX Hapyxky. Tam, rae Korga-to >XWUIM KODHH,
Terepb uepHeso HeOoJbIlIOe yriybieHre, oxoXKee Ha Teltiepy. OrHerpuB CHOBa
NpUHtoXasics. IMeHHO OTTyza raxJjio Bparom, 1 K 3araxy 3TOMY NpUMellInBaiach
HecTepruMasi BOHb, 60/1e3HU U C/1ab0CTH.



OrHerpuB BBIMTYCTU/I KOT'TH, Cropasi OT CTpaxa M >KeJaHWs 000i 1jeHOM
3al[UTUTh CBOe TiieMsi OT rorubenu. Kakasi ObI 1MakoCTh He TIpsTanach B 3TOU
reiriepe, ee HY)KHO 0€3)KajJlOCTHO BBIIMIBBIDHYTH 3a Tipefenbl 1'p0o30BOTO
niemeru! CroTHYB TOJCTYMHAIOIIYI0 K TOP/y TOIIHOTY, OTHEIPUB BBINPLITHYII
13 TIATIOPOTHUKOB. V30THYB CIHMHY, OH yrpo)karollle BCTal y KopHei may0a,
roToBblli OpocuThcsi Ha BparoB. OpHAakKoO B Tielijepe 1lapuia THIIMHA,
TipepbIBaeMasi JIMIIb YbHM-TO XPUTLIBIM, YaCThIM [IbIXaHHUEM.

B31b10MB 3arpvBOK, OH BCMaTPUBAJICS BO ThbMY TMOZ, KOpHsAMHU. Korja riasa
€ro TIPUBBIK/IM K TI0JIyMpaKy, OH W3yMJIEHHO 3aMopraj. B mocjeaHuii pa3 oH
BU/Ie/T 9TUX KOTOB, KOTZla OHU HBIPHY/IM nof, ['pemsiiiyro Tpory ¥ yIIJId Ha CBOIO
tepputoputo. Ilog aybom mpsitanuck [lepwiiiiko ¥ Benorpyasiii — Te cambie
BOMHBI TeHel, KOTOpbIe TTPOCKU/IM TTOMOIIH Y [']po30BOro 11eMeHH.

— Ilouemy BbI BepHy/nMcb?! — HaOpocuacsi Ha HUX OrHerpuB. —
YbupaiiTech, TIOKa He Tiepe3apa3swid BceX KoToB B jecy! I'yObl ero
pa3ABUHYMMCh, OOHa)Kast K/IbIKM. OH TroToB ObLT OpPOCUTBCS Ha OONMBHBIX M
BbITHATh WX W3 TIEIePbl, KaK BAPYT 3HAKOMbBIA T'OJIOC TPOMKO BOCK/IUKHYII: —
OcranoBucek, Ornerpus! He tporait ux!



['maBa XI

— Ienemomika! Uto ThI TyT [fenaelb?! — Pe3ko 00epHYBIIWChH, OH
yBUJe/l MOJIOAYIO LenuTenpHUlly. — CuHAg 3Be3ja Bejesa 3TUM  JBOUM
ybuparbcsi gomoii! Y nan [Nementoiiku oH 3amMeTus OOJBIIYI0 Ky4dy KaKUX-TO
Tpas.

— OHU ¥ yuui! — ¢ BbI30BOM OTBeTWIA Kolleyka. — VIM He OCTaBW/IU
Jpyroro BeIbOpa, KpoMe Kak YUTH U yMepeTh!

— Brixoaut, Tenepb OHU BepHY/IMCh! — pa3bsapwicsi OrHerpuB, IPO3HO
s Ha [lenentoiiky. — 1 yBepeH, OHU PEIWIMCh Ha 3TO TOJILKO MOTOMY, UTO
Thl UX TOrja noxasnena! — OH ewje Torga, B jarepe, NMOHSJ, YTO MaJieHbKast
1jeluTe/IbHULIA He cornacHa c pelieHreM CuHeit 3Be3nbl. — Kak ke oHU TeOst
pasbiCcKanu?

— OT0 s ux pasbickana! — nonpaBuia Ilenemtomka. — Buepa, korga s

cobupasa TpaBhbl, s IouUysijia 3arax 00/1e3HU U Hallia 00JIbHBIX.

— W TBI NpUBesia UX CrOJa, AyMasi, YTO CMOJKelllb B TallHe OT BCEX JIEUUTh
ux? — pgoragasncst OrHerpus.

3to mpocto ymy HernoctwkuMo! Kak oHa cMeeT mozBeprath ce0si U CBoe
TJIeMsi TakoM omacHOCTu?! Heykenu He TIOMHHUT, KaKk COBCEM He[ABHO Jlarepb
omycTollan cMepToHocHbIM 3eneHbid Kamens?! U BOoT Temepp 3Ta MajieHbKast
Jlypouka COOMpaeTCss BHOBb TOCTaBUTH 11071 yrpo3y »u3Hb CuHelt 3Be3zapi?! OH
TOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK OT 3/I0CTH Y HEro MoJHUMAaeTCs LIepCTh Ha 3arPUBKe.

[Tenentoliika, He APOTHYB, BbIJEp>Kasia €ro THeBHBIU B3IJIS/;

— He mnonumaro, yero Thl TakK BcCriojommacsa? Tel U caM UX >Kajies, s
BUzlenal — HarioMHWIa oHa. — He MoXKellb >ke Thl BTOPOU pa3 OTMHPABUTh WX
BocBosicu! — B ee cBepkaroiux ra3ax OTHerpuB yBHje/l HENOKO/IeOHMYO
YBEPEeHHOCTb B coOCcTBeHHOM npaBoTe. OH cierka cmyTtwics. B camom zerne, B
TOT pa3 OH OYeHb yKajle/l HecuaCTHBIX M OblT cMyineH Oecceppeuviem CuHei
3Be3/Ibl.

— IllepbaTasi 3HaeT? — yCTaj0 CIPOCWUJ OH, UYBCTBYS, UTO T'HEB €r0
TIPOXO/WT.

— Her... He gymaro, — otBetwia Ilemnesnroiika.

— OuHU oueHb 00/IbHBI?

— IIOTUXOHBKY MIYT Ha MOMpaBKy, — Aojoxuaa Ileresntoiika, u B ee
roJjioce eMy Moc/iblllianach ropAoCTb.

— Ho ot HuxX mo-ripeXxHeMy u3zaseka pasut 00/1e3HbI0! — T0/[03PUTETBHO
Haxmypuiicsd OrHerpus.



— TlpocTo s eile He 3akoHuMsIa jeueHre! V3 TeMHOTBI pa3zascsi cnabbiid
rosioc Ilepsiriika.

— Ham yxe nyuiiie! OrHerpuB y6eausics, uTo rojioC HeCUaCTHOTO 3BYUUT
HEMHOI'O yBepeHHee, yeM TOr/a, KOrJja OHU pa3roBapyBaliv B MOC/eJHUN pa3, a
TIPUIVISIZIEBLINCh, 3aMeTHJI, UTO B IV1a3aX KOTa MOSABUJ/ICS KUBOM OTOHEK.

— Iloxoke, UM M BIIpAMB MOJIyyllle, — TMIPU3HA/ OH, MTOBOPAuMUBasiCh K
yenurenbHUlle. — Kak Tebe 310 ymanock? MHe nokasasnoch, [lepbatasi cuuTaet
9Ty 60J1e3Hb CMepTe/TbHOM!

— BujguMo, MHe TOBe3/10 HaWTW IpaBWIbHOe COOTHOLLIEeHWe TpaB W
Arofl, — TPOCTO oTBeTwsa [lernentoiika. Y>ke 1JaBHO OH He CJIbIIA/, YTOObI OHa
roBOpW/Ia TaK yBepeHHO. BriepBeie 3a [onroe Bpemsi OH BU7es Tepen coboi
TIPeKHIOI0, )KU3HEPaJ0CTHYIO U ynpsaMmyto Ilemnesntoniky.

— DTO TMPOCTO TTPeBOCX0AHO! — BOCKMMKHY/ OH. To-To obpaayeTcst CUHSS
3Be3a, Koraa y3HaeT, UTO MO/ojas LjeauTe/ibHULa ['po30Boro rjieMeHu Haiuia
JIeKapCTBO OT CMepTesibHOUW Oose3Hu, omnycromiatoieit ryiems: Teneii! U Tyt oH
BCrioMHU/, uto CUHSIS 3Be3fia IaBHO Y)Ke He Ta, Kakoi Obljia paHbiiie. Bbiio ObI
Ge3ymueM OTKpBITh e, uto [lenestoliika rpsiueT O0/bHBIX KOTOB Ha TePPUTOPUU
I'posoBoro miemenu! C HemaBHUX MOp MpeABOWTe/IbHULIE BCIOLY UYyAUTCS
yrpo3a HarajieHusi, M03TOMY BCe ee pellleHHs] OTpaB/ieHbl OeClpUUYUHHBIM
CTpPaxoM.

Tonpko Temeps OrHErpuB TOHSAA, UTO, OCTaBasiCh 37e€Chb, OO/bHBIE
rozBeprarorcs ornacHoctd. Ecmm CuHsAs 3Be3fia y3HaeT, UTO OHU [0 CUX IIOp
HaXOJATCSl HA TeppuUTOpuM ['PO30BOrO IjieMeHW, OHa MOXKeT MpUKa3aTh YOUTh
nx!

— IIpocty, Ilemnesntomnika, — € TPyZOM BbljaBu/l OH. — {1 BCe [TIOHUMaL0, HO
OHM JI0/DKHBI yUTH. Kollleuka yipyuyeHHO B3MaxHyJ/la XBOCTOM.

— OHu ellle C/UIIKOM C1abbl, YTOOBI CaMOCTOSITESTLHO A00paThCcsi 10
cBoero sarepsi! {1 Mory moctaBUTh UX Ha Jialbl, HO KAKOW U3 MeHS1 OXOTHUK! A
Be/lb Oe/IHATH y>Ke HeCKOJIbKO JIHel MOUTH HUYero He eiu!

— Ceiiuac s uM uTO-HUOY/Ib MoliMaro, — rpeaaoxun OrHerpuB. — I1ycTb
TIOZIKPEMNSITCS, 3TO TIPUJAaCT UM CUJT U TIOMOXKET 1006paThbCst IOMOIA.

— Ho uTo ¢ Hamu OyzieT, eciu Mbl BepHeMCs1? — mipoxpuries benorpyzbiii.

OruerpuB pacrtepsuicsi. OH He MOI IO3BOJIMTH MM Pa3sHOCUTH 3apasy I10
3emsie ['po3oBoro myiemeHu. M moTtoMm, 4TO eC/d OCTa/lbHble BOMHBI TeHel
ropas/io CWibHee 3TUX HeCc4yacTHbIX? UTO ecsiM narpy/b ryieMeHu TeHel SIBUTCSA
Ha 3eMJIt0 ['pO30BBIX KOTOB, pa3bICKUBasi CBOMX MPONABLINX BOUHOB?

— S nmokopmsIrO Bac, a MOTOM BbI yiiieTe, — MOBTOPWI OH. [lepsiiiko ¢
TPYAOM MoONbITancAd cecTb. Korga OH 3aroBopusi, IOJIOC €ro CpbIBajCid OT
cabocTy, a Jiarbl B CTPaxe liaparasiy TBepAy0 3eMJTI0 10/, KOPHSIMU.



— YMonsr, He OTChLIaliTe Hac obOparHo! UepHasi 3Be3a COBCEM TUIOX.
Ham Ka)keTCs1, YTO OH Ka’K/Iy}0 HOUb TepPSieT M0 OFHOM >KU3HHU... [I0UTH HUKTO He
COMHEeBaeTCs B TOM, UTO OH CKOPO yMpeT.

— Ho y Hero f10/bKHO OBITH MHOTO >KU3Hel! — HaxMmypuiics OrHerpuB.

— TsI He BUJeN, KaK TsDKe0 OH OojeH! — BOCK/IMKHYA Benorpyabii. —
Bce Haitle rieMs HaryraHo. HUKTO He rOTOB 3aHSTh MeCTO MpeABOAUTeJIs, eC/Iv
OHO 0CBOOOAUTHCS!

— A Kak >xe Baul riamarau, ['onoBHs? — crpocun OrHerpuB. bonbHbIe
KOThI OTBeJIU I71a3a U MPOMOJIYaIr, OCTaBUB ero TepsaThCsA B Jorajkax, ymep Jiu
['0/10BHSI, WM TIPOCTO He MOXKeT BO3IVIaBUTh IieMsi U3-3a 00/ie3HU U CTapOCTH.
N 1o, U papyroe, ObIIO BIIOJIHE BO3MOXKHO, BeJb K MOMEHTY W3THAHUS
XBoctonoma l'onoBHs, Kak 1 YepHasi 3Be3/ja, JaBHO yKe Tepebpasics B melepy
CTapeUILINH.

OH 4yBCTBOBaJ/I, KaK TaeT ero pelimMOCTb. 2KajoCTb K HeCYaCTHbIM
HeyMOJIUMO Opasia BepX Ha/ 3/ipaBbIM CMBICJ/IOM.

— JlagHo, — cjancst oH. — MoykeTe 0CTaBaThCs, MOKa He HabepeTech CUI
[T TIyTelleCTBUs.

OH noBepHYJ/ICA COMHOM K Yy’KakaM U nogoien K [Tenentolike.

— Cnacubo, OrHerpuB, — mpollenTtajsa OHa. — $ 3Hajma, YTO ThI
MoMiMeIb, TOYeMy sI He Morna OpocuTh uXx! — [Jla3a ee HAIOTHWINCH
)KasmocTero. — 1 He Morna mo3BoMMTHL UM yMepeTb! [laxe... Jake eC/d OHHU

TIpUHAJIe)XaT apyromy tuieMeHu! OTHeTrpuB TIOHSUI, UTO OHAa CHOBa /yMaeT O
Cepe0OpsiHKe, KOTOPYIO KOI/la-To He cymerna criacti. OH 0CTaHOBWJICS U JIACKOBO
JIA3HYJI ee B yXO.

— Tbl HacToOsiLjasi LienuTeNbHULA, — TipoienTan oH. — lllepbaras He
oinback, Korjja BeiOpasa Tebsi B yueHUILIbI!

Emy He moTpeboBasiocb MHOTO BpeMeHM, 4TOObI TMoWMarh [ijisi OOMbHBIX
Apo3/a ¥ Kposivka. B 3Toil uactu neca Bcerga ObLIO MOMHO BCSIKOM >KUBHOCTH.
Oxorsick, OTHerpuB 3acTaBu/ ce0si He TiepecTymnarh rpaHullbl PeuHoro nyieMmeny,
XOTsl OTTy[a OYeHb 3aMaHYMBO MaxJo /AWYbI0, @ OJUH pa3 OH Jaxe YHIOXasl
peJKuii 3armax BOASHOM KpbIChbl. OIHAKO OH peIusI OBOJbCTBOBATbCS COYHBIM
KPOJIMKOM, KOTOpOro moiiman Bo3sie Harpereix KamHeli, U uepHbIM ApO370M,
KOTOpBIM ObUT Tak yBeueH pACK/IeBbIBAHWEM Y/IUTKU, UYTO He YCJIbIIa
TIO/IKPa/IbIBAIOIIIEroCsi OXOTHUKA.

Korna oH BepHyncs, [lememioiika cuzena Bosfe craporo ayba u
CTapaTe/ibHO pa3KeBbIBajsia ArOAbI, CT/IeBbIBasi MOMyUeHHYH MacCy B TpPaBSHOU
cbop. OrHerpuB ocTaBu/ [00bIYY BO3/1e KOpHel fyba, HO BHYTpb He mose3. Ero
OTIYTrWBa/J TOIIHOTBOPHBIA 3arax Oose3Hu. OH TOCMOTpen Ha XKYIOLIYIO
[TenenolllKy ¥ BHE3alHO TIOYYBCTBOBA/A OCTPbIA MPUCTYI cTpaxa. Jo/mKHO



OBbITh, OHA y>Ke MHOTO pa3 3ajie3asa B 3Ty XKYTKY0 meijepy?!

— TbI B OpsiIKe? — TUXO CTIPOCKUJT OH.

[Tenentolika MOAHsIA TOJIOBY OT CBOMX TPaB.

— Pa3ymeetcst, — oTBeTu/Ia OHa. — $1 Jjake pajia, uUTO ThI Hallesn Hac! MHe
COBCEM He HpPaBUTCSl UMeTb CeKpeThl OT cBoero ruieMeHu! OrHerpuB 3aMsiyicsi U
HeyBepeHHO ToKayasl XBOCTOM.

— [ymato, Gyzet syuiiie, ecid Mbl HUKOMY 00 3TOM He CKaXkeM, — CKa3aJjl

OH.
— A CuHelt 3Be3/ie? — MpULypUIaCh MaJleHbKasl LieJITe/IbHULIA.
— Boob1je-To 51 o/DKeH COOOIIUThL e... — yApy4YeHHO MpobopMoTarn
Oruerpus.

— ...Ho Begp oHa [0 cux mop He oIpaBwiach IOC/Ie IIpeAare/bCTBa
Kortsi! — 3akoHuna 3a Hero [lenentorika. B ronoce ee He Ob1710 HU BbI30Ba, HU
yIipeKa, OHa CMOTperia MPUCTalbHO, He CBO/S TOyObIX I71a3 C JIMLja [VialliaTasl.

— Tlopoit MHe KaKeTCsl, UTO OHAa BbI3[0pPAB/IMBaeT, HO MOTOM OHAa BJAPYT
TOBOPUT UTO-TO TakKoe... — Ipu3Haucsad OrHerpus, 0TBOZS B3IVISAL.

— Illepbarasi cunTaet, UTO BpeMsl JIeUnT, — CKa3aja [lemnesrorika.

— 3HauuT, OHA TOXKe 3aMeTu/1a’?

— YecTHO roBops, — rpycTHO orBeTusa Ilemesroimika, — g gymaro, 3TO
3aMeTHUJIO yXKe Bce Iiems!

— W uro roBopsT? — crnpocun OrHerpus, 00sCh yC/IbIILIATh OTBET.

— OmHna oueHb jonro Oblla BeWKON TpeABOAWTe/NbHULIEN. Bce mpocTo
XKIYT, KOI7la OHa CHOBA CTaHeT TaKOW, KaK Ipexx/e.

Otser Ilenemomku ycriokoun OrHerpuBa. Pa3 ruieMss BepuT B CBORO
NpeIBOAUTE/BbHULYY, 3HAUUT, Bce OyzeT xopoiio! CuHsisi 3Be3sa 06s3aTesibHO
TrorpaBuTcs!

— Tb1 BepHeLIbCst CO MHOU? — CIIPOCKII OH.

— Her, s eje He 3akoHumia! — [lenesntorka nogobpasa 3ybamu elije ofHy
ATOAIKY W TIpUHsUIach »keBaTb. Cepille ero ObI0 He Ha MecTe, KOTZAA OH
BO3Bpalla/ICsl JOMOMW, OCTaBUB B Jiecy [lemestolliKy U ByX OOJbHBIX KOTOB, OT
3araxa KOTOpBIX Y Hero Mopo3 mpoberan no koke. OH He 3HaJl, TIPaBUIbHO /I
cZienaj, paspeLiuB UM OCTaTbCA.

ITepen, ylarepeM OH OCTaHOBWJICS, 3aje3 IIOJ I'YCTOM KyCT U, 3aKaTUB OT
ycepausi I/1a3a, Kak ciefyeT Bblan3ascs. Hy>kHo Oblio BO UuTO 6B TO HU CTajo
CUMCTUTh C cebsi TVIETBOPHBIM 3amax OONbHBIX KOTOB U3 TuieMeHu TeHei!
Xopoiio Obl ceiluaC OCBEXUTbCS TJIOTKOM XOJIOAHOW BO [Ibl U3 PYubs, UTO
IpOTeKaeT 3a IecYaHbIM OBparoM, B KOTOPOM TPEHUPYIOTCS OpPYKeHOCL{bI, HO
HECKOJIbKO JIHeW Hasaj, pyueek repecoxX. MOXXHO, KOHEYHO, CHOBA BEPHYTbCA K
peKe, HO HEXOPOLLIO TaK Ha/l0JIT0 OCTAB/ISATh Jlarephb Oe3 miaatas. YTo K, BUAHO,



novicku KpyTo6oKa npu/ieTcst OT/IOKUTE /10 CJie/iyIoiiero pa3al

Korjia oH BbICKOUM/I U3 NIATIOPOTHUKOB Ha I0JISHY, HABCTpeuyy eMy KUHY/IaCh
[lecuanas byps.

— Oxotusica? — cripocusia oHa.

— Wckan Kpyroboka, — otBetrn OrHerpuB. DTo Oblsa He BCS TpaB/a, HO,
1o KpatliHeit Mepe, camasi 6e3001/1Hasi ee YacCThb.

— 3HauuT, Tbl He MOr BUJeThb besbiiia! — BockavkHyna [lecuanasi Byps,
TIPOMNYCTUB MUMO YIlIed ero Npu3HaHue.

— Pa3Be OH He B j1arepe?

— [HomxHo ObITh, TOIIeNT Ha OXOTy, — OeccTpacTHO cka3zana [lecuaHas
Byps, u OrHerpus cpasy Aorajascs, 4To el MPUILLIO B F0JIOBY TO e, UYTO U eMy
— HEeCHOCHBIY OpYy>KeHOoCeL] CHOBa OTIPaBUJ/ICSA K [IByHOTUM.

— YT0 Xe MHe [ies1aTb? — OIyCTUJI XBOCT OTHerpus.

— Ilovigem, moumem ero Bmecte? — rnpegyiokuna [lecuanass Bypsa. —
MoskeT ObITh, €C/H s TIOTOBOPIO C HUM, Y Hero, HaKOHell, TPOCHEeTCSI COBeCThb?

— Crout nompoboBath! — o6pagoBancs OrHerpuB. [lo gopore k
Bricokum CocHaMm oHU He 0OMOJIBUIMCH HU €/JUHBIM CJIOBOM. B Bo3ayxe He
ObUIO HU BeTepKa, T'yCThle WIVIbl MSITKO MPYKUHWIN TI0[, KOIIaUbUMU JIallaMu.
OrHerpyB HeBOJILHO IOZAyMaJl, UTO J0Opora K >KWIuvIly [IByHOrMX 3HakKOMa emMy
HUUYTb He Xyke, yeM nyTb K HarpetsiM Kamuam unm Kk Yeteipem [lepeBbsm,
3aTo IlecuaHasi Bypsi ABUrasach C OMackoil M 4aCTO OCTaHABIWBA/IaCh, UTOOBI
TIOHIOXaTh BO3/yX WA XOPOLLEHbKO UCC/Ie[j0BaTh OCTaB/IeHHbIe Ha 3eMJle MeTKHU.

Korga oHM BBILUIM U3 COCHsIKA B Jiec, OrHerpus 3ameTtus, yto [lecuaHas
Bypsi mo-HacTosiieMy BcTpeBokeHa. (OOepHYBIIMChb, OH BHUMAaTeJbHO
II0CMOTpes1 Ha Hee. Becsa [poXka, KOILKa He OTpbIBasCh CMOTpe/ia B CTOPOHY
xunuja [IByHOrux.

— ThI yBepeH, UTO OH IIOLLIeJ 3TOW JOPOroM? — MpollenTaaa OHa, HEPBHO
OTVISIABIBASICH TI0 CTOpPOHaM. Bpaneke 3anasina cobaka, u y IlecuaHoii Bypu
3allieBe/Ii/1ach LIepCTh Ha 3arpyBKe.

— He Gecniokoiicsi, cobaka He MOKeT BbIOpaTbCs 3a Orpajy, — CMYILIEHHO
cka3an Or"erpuB. EMy Ob10 HEMHOTO HEJIOBKO 3a CBOIO OCBe/loM/IeHHOCTb. OH
He 3a0bin, Kak IlecuaHasi Bypsi cMesinach Hajj ero [OMalllHUM /IeTCTBOM B Ty
1I0pY, KOIZja OH BIIepBble TIOSIBWICS B JjieCy. Temepp OHa JaBHO CudTaja ero
JIeCHBIM KOTOM, U €My He XOTeJIOCh JIUILIHWK pa3 HallOMUHATh MOZpPYyre O TOM, I7e
OH TIPOBeJI IlepBble MeCsALbl )KU3HU.

— PasBe [IByHOrve He BBIBOAAT CBOMX co0Oak B jec? — CIpocUia
[lecuanas byps.
— WHorja BbIBOAT, — KUBHY/I OrHerpuB. — HO ec1u 310 CiiyuuTCsi, Mbl

cpa3y y3HaeMm! Cob6aku y /[IByHOTMX COBepIIIEHHO He 3HAaKOMbI C JjiecOM. Tl



YCABILUIIL WX TOpasfo paHblile, yemM yyyelllb, XOTS BOHSIOT OHM IIPOCTO
yKaCcHO! — MOIIyTW/I OH, HaZesaChb yCHOKOUThH Ilecuanyro bypro, HO OHa mMo-
TIpe)KHeMy PO oJrKasla ApoXKaTh.

— Ilonpem! — nonpocun OrHerpuB. — 1 uyBCTBY!O 3arnax besibiiia, — OH
ToTepcs 1eKOM O eXeBUUHYHO TiieTb. — Kak Tebe KakeTcsi, 3amaX CBEXUit?
ITecuanast bBypst 0CTOpOXXHO HAaK/IOHW/IACH U TIOHIOXaJIa e)XxeBUKy. — [la.

— Torga nonpobyem yraziath, Kyzila OH oTnpaBusicsi, — OrHerpus oboiiien
BOKDYI' KOJ/IFOYero KyCTa, pajysch, UTO 3amax BeJeT B CTOPOHY OT JKW/IMLLA
[Tpunnieccel. OH Moka He ObUT TOTOB 3HaKOMHUTH [lecuaHyio Bypro co cBoeii
cectpou. C Tex Mop, KaK OH NpuHeC besbillia B j1arepb, BCe IjIeMs 3HAJIO O TOM,
yTto OrHerpvB BpeMmsi OT BpeMeHU HaBelljaeT CeCTpPy, OJHAKO HUKTO [ake He
1ozi03peBas, KakK MHOIO 3HauuT /i [Vialiarasg 35Ta JOMalllHAas KOIeyka.
[TopasHbIM TMpUYMHAM OH TIPEJIIOYMTa/] XPaHWUThb 3TO B TaiiHe. OH ObLT
Ge33aBeTHO Tpe/laH CBOEMY IJleMeHU W He XOTesl /laBaTh HarpacHOTro TOBOZA
COMHEBATbCS B 3TOM TPeIaHHOCTH.

Cromno UM TIOAOWMTHM K Orpaje, uepe3 KOTOpyr benbill HakaHyHe
npobupancs B cafl, KaKk Hexopoiliee MpeAuyBCTBUE XOJIOJKOM Tpobekano Mo
uepctd OrHerpuBa. UYto-To M3MeHwnocs! K 3anaxy besblllia npyrMernmBainch
Kakue-TO He3HaKoMble 3anaxy. OH moka3sas [lecuanoit Bype faBeliiHiow0 Gepe3y,
Y KOLlleyKa JIOBKO B3JieTesa 0 IVIAJAKOMY CTBOJIy U Ilepesiesjia Ha BeTKY. YCbI
30/I0TUCTON OXOTHULIBI HACTOPOYKEHHO I11IeBe/TUIUCh, 0OHIOXUBAst BO3/YX.

BoeiTaHyBIIMCh Ha BeTkKe, OrsHerpy¥B BCMaTpUBajCd B OKOLIKO J0OMa
NByHorux. Tam Ob1I0 TEMHO U MaHslle-yCTo. B ceytoiilyto ceKyHy BXoHast
[iIBepb C IPOXOTOM 3aXJIOIHYJ/ach, 3acTaBUB OruHerpuBa pesko MOACKOYUTh. Ha
MUT eMy CTajl0 CTPALIHO.

— Yto 310? — wucnyraHHo crnpocuna Ilecuanas Bbypsi, HO OrHerpus,
B3MaxHYB XBOCTOM, Yy’Ke IepenpbIrHy/ Ha U3TOPOJb.

— OcraBarics 37ecb! — Besies1 OH. — {1 XOuy Momyulle NpUIIsAeTbCs!

[TpunbHYB K 3emJie, OH TI0TI0/13 uepe3 cajl K fiomy. OH ObUT yrke Bo3/ie caMoi
JIBEPU, KOT/la YCJIbIIaa C3aii UbK-TO TOPOIUIUBbBIE I1ard. Pe3ko 006epHYBILKCH,
OruerpuB yBujen Ilecuanyto Bypro. JIuiio ee ObII0 MepeKOIIeHO CTPaxoM, HO
r71a3a ropejiv pemmmocTbi0. OTHerpyMB KMBKOM paspeLlus el OCTaTbCsl YU CHOBA
TIOBEPHYJICA K /IBEpHU.

B cnepyronuii Mur pasfasics rpOMKUK peB uyfoBuilja. OrHErpuB TEHBIO
BBICKOUM/T Ha [IOPOXKKY, orubabiiyto gom [IByHorux. Lllepcth y Hero crosina
IBIOOM OT CTpaxa, HO OH YTIPSIMO MPOJ0/DKasl MyTh, MOKA He o0pasics /10 KoHIja
JIOpOry. BheIIIIHYB U3 TeHW, OH YBHUJE/] OTKPBITOE IPOCTPAaHCTBO, 3a/IUTOe
SIPKUM COJIHEUHBIM CBETOM. 3/1eCh COBCeM He ObI/I0 /lepeBheB, 3aTO CTOS/TH ZiloMa
[IByHOTHX U BO BCe CTOPOHBI pa3berasuch AOPOKKU. Moprasi OT sIDKOTO CBeTa,



OrHerpuB pasmisifien y3kKyro nosocky I'pemsitieit Tpombl, mpoberaroriyo Mexay
[lOMaMU.

Y cBoero Ooka OH UyBCTBOBaj B3BOJIHOBaHHOe [ibixaHue [lecuaHoii Bypu,
ee 1IepCTh HeXXHO LI[eKOTajla eMy CIIUHY.

— Cmotpu! — niporures oH.

Ha I'pemsijaa Tpore CTOs/I0 OTPOMHOE UyZ0BUILe, POCTOM IIOYTH C CaM
nom. OTKyza-To u3-1og, 6proxa UCIOMHA JOHOCHIOCh YIpoyKatolllee pbluaHue.

U TyT, re-To coBceM psLOM, pasfalics XJIOMOK elje OAHOW ABepU. KoTsl
JPYXHO B3porHyavd. OrHerpusB yBuzen [IByHOroro, Harpabs/sSBLLIerocs K
yynosuily. B onHol pyke /[IByHOruMi Jiep)Kaj CBepTOK, ITOXOKWKW Ha HOpY,
CTUIETEHHYI0 W3 TOHKUX, HO HEXUBBIX cTeOsedi. VI BADYr B mpopexe Mexay
5TuMu cTebnisiMu  OTHETrpuB 3aMeTW/T UblO-TO OesocHe)kHyro Iepctky! OH
BCMOTPeJICS TIPUCTa/IbHeU U ITOUyBCTBOBAJI, KAK OCTaHaB/IMBaeTcs cepzue. Tawm,
3a siuelikaMM TeperieTeHHbIX cTebreld, BUHENIOCh 3HAKOMOE JIMLO C LIMPOKO
pacraxHyTbIMU, [IOJIHBIMU yrKaca rna3amu. bespii!



['maBa XII

— Ilomorute! He mo3BossiiTe UM yHeCTH MeHsi! — JIOHecCCs /10 HEro
OTUYasiHHbIM BOIJIb, NEPEKPBHIBAIOILAN PEB PACCEP’KEHHOTO YYI0BUIIIa.

Ho [IByHoruii He oOpaiilajJl HUKAKOTO BHUMaHHUsI Ha KPUKH TIeHHUKA. He
BBITTyCKasi CBOel HOIIK, OH 3a0pasics B OpProXo Uy[0BHIIa 1 3aXJIOMHYIT 3@ COO0M
JBepb. BeIitoHyB 00/1aK0 SIIOBUTOTO /IbIMa, UYy[OBMILE PBAHY/IOChH C MeCTa M
ycrpemuioch Ha I'pemsiqyto Tpomy. — He-er! Tlomoxaute! He ob6paiias
BHUMaHUSI Ha TIpefiocTeperawiuii Bomib [lecuanoit Bypu, OrHerpuB 6pocuscs
B [IOTOHIO 3a MOHCTpPOM. Pa3auipas jarnbl 0 TBepAYyIH KaMEHUCTYHO [JOPOXKKY, OH
JieTesl BIiepe[, HO Uy/JOBHILle CBEPHY/IO 3@ Yrojl U CTPEMUTE/IbHO CKPBbUIOChH U3
Buy. OrHerpuB pe3Ko OCTaHOBWJICH, JIallbl JKIVIO OTHeM, CepzLie KOJIOTU/I0Ch
Tak, OyJTO TrOoTOBO OBUIO BBICKOUMTH W3 Tpyau. M3maneka JoHeccs KpHK
[Tecuanou bypu:

— OrnerpuB! Bepaucs! OrHerpue B oTuasiHiy 00epHY/ICS Ha OMYCTEBIIYHO
I'pemsiiyro Tpormy, rae TOMbKO UTO Mpobekano uy[oBWINE, W BEPHY/ICA K
rozipyre.

OnemeB ot rops,, oH cieno 1encs 3a [lecuanor bBypeirt. OHuM MHHOBau
JIOPOXKKY, OOOTHY/IM [IOM, TepeceKu cafl U, TlepeMaxHyB Orpafly, OUyTUIUCh B
Ge3omacHol ryiiie seca.

— OrnerpuB! — mnpoienrana I[lecuaHas Bypsi, Kak TOJIBKO Jiarbl UX
KOCHY/IMCh TOpociied TpaBor 3emyid. — Kak Tbi? OrHerpuB He oTBeTH/1. OH
CTOsl/I, HEe CBOJA IVIa3 C IyCTOW Orpajbl, MbITasiCb OCO3HATh IIPOU3OIIE/LLee.
[ByHorue moxutunu benbiia! OH Buzen repes coOOM TO/HBIE yrKaca Iviasa
riyroro Kotuka. Kyga ouu yrammiu ero?! OrHerpuB He MOT' OTBETUTh Ha 3TOT
BOIIPOC, HO TOYHO 3HaJI, YTO beJsibi BOBCe He XOoTes1 Tyza OTIPaBaAThC !

— ¥ 1ebs Bce yanbl B KpoBu! — miporiernitana [Tecuanast Byps.

OrHerpuB Me/IJIEHHO TIOAHSUT TI€PeIHIOK0 Jially W TIOBEPHY/I ee, 4uTOObI
paccMoTpeTh rnozyuieuky. OH CTOs/I U MOJTYa CMOTPeJT Ha CTPYSALLYIOCSA KPOBb, U
TyT [lecuanas Bypsi Hak/JIOHW/AaCh W Hauajla BbUIM3BIBATH MECOK W3 ITyOOKMUX
paHOK. PUTMHUHbIE NBU)KEHUS ee s3blKa [eWCTBOBA/IM yCIIOKAUBAKOIle, HA MUT
OrHerpuBy T0Ka3aa0Ch, Oy/ITO OH MepeHeccs B fiajieKoe /1eTCTBO. Me/jieHHO OH
Haya/l OTXOAUTb OT TOJILKO YTO IepeKUToro yxkaca. — OH ylles, — 3/10BeLe
niporturesn oH. Cep/ilje ero rMpeBpaTU/IOCh B Cyxoe OpeBHO, TOPeCTHO CKPUIIsIIiee
OT Ka)kJ0ro yzapa.

— OH HauJeT Jopory AoMoun, — 3aBepuia ero Ilecuanas Bypsi.

OrHerpuB 3arvisiHy/l B ee HeXHble 3ejleHble I/la3a W MOUYYBCTBOBaJ, Kak



BO3BpalllaeTCs HaJexa.

— Eom 3axouet, — mpozospKana Ilecyanas byps, u cioBa ee oCTpbIMU
IIIUIIaMX BOH3WU/IUCh B ero cepiie. Ho B rna3ax mozapyru Obuia Juilib KaaoCThb, U
OrHerpus IOHsJI, UTO OHA TOBOPUT IIpaBAy. — B03MOXXHO, Ha HOBOM MeCTe eMy
OyzieT syullie, ueM B jiarepe. Pa3Be Thbl He )KeJlaelllb eMy CUacTbsi?

OrHerpus mMezlJIeHHO KUBHYII.

— Torga nomwiy gomoi, — ObIcTpo ckasasna Ilecuanasi Bypsi, u OrHerpus
TIOUyBCTBOBAJI BHE3AIHbIN MPUIUB Pa3ApaXkeHUsl.
— Tebe xopoiiio roBopuTh! — mipomumnen oH. — Thl — KPOBb OT KPOBU

coero 1uiemMenu! A benpiin... OH OblT €JUHCTBEHHBIM ONMU3KUM MHe
cywectBom! Teneps 51 ocrancs coBcem oaun! I'nasza Ilecuanout bBypu cBepkHyu
HEBOM.

— Kak Tbl CcMeelllb Tak pasroBapuBaTb CO MHOW?! Thl Takoh e ujieH
['po3oBoOro rjiemMeHu, Kak si Uiu 0ol U3 Hac! — psiBKHy/a OHa, HO OTHerpuB
He CMOT yJiepKaTbCsl OT MBIC/IU, UTO TIPU3HAHUE ee CUJIbHO 3ar03/a’io.

Bb1i0 Bpemsi, Korjila OH, He 3aJyMbIBasiCh, OT[an Obl COOCTBEHHBIN XBOCT,
muib Ob1 yonbimate 3To! — CuHss 3Be3/a HACTO/IBKO [JloBepsieT Tebe, uTo
BbiOpana cBouM miamiataeM! K TBOMM ci0BaM MpUC/IYIIMBAIOTCS BOWHBI, a
OPY’KEHOCI[bI JaBHO cZiesiaiv Tebst ceouM Kymupom! — Ilecuanas Bypst cmepuiia
ero CepAuTbIM B3IVIIIOM U Mpoluvrnesna: — f TONBKO U Jesaro, YTO CTaparoCh
roMoub Tebe! Heyxxenu st Te6st 370 HUYero He 3HaumT?! §1 Aymara, Thl [JeHUIIIb
Hartiy py»k0y, HO BIXKY, UTO OIu6s1achk!

OHa noBepHy/ach, X71ecTHyB OrHerprBa XBOCTOM I10 HOTram, U Opocuiach B
yarny.

[ToTpsiceHHbIM, OH MO/Ya CMOTpes el Bcsen. VI3paHeHHbIe Jiarbl TOpeu
OTHeM, U OH UyBCTBOBas Cebsi CaMbIM HeCYaCTHBIM KOTOM Ha BceM 0OesioMm CBeTe.
OH MeJjieHHO TiOoTIescsi 0OpaTHO MMMO Orpajibl ZioMa, rje >kuiaa [IpuHiiecca.
Kak oH Temepp rocmeer CMOTpeTb cecTpe B Iviasa?! UTo OTBeTUT, Korja OHa
CTIPOCUT, UTO CIYYUIIOCH C ee JIF0OUMBIM ChIHOM?!

Uem Omke OH TIOAXOAWI K Jlarepi, TeM CUbHee K ero TOpIo
TpUMellMBanack TpeBora. HykHO OyneT Kak-TO OOBSICHUTH COTLJIeMEeHHUKaM
rcue3HoBeHnue besbima... To-To obpagyercs YacTokos, Korja y3HaeT, 4ToO
JIOMAIlIHUM KOTHK HAKOHEL-TO BepHYJICA 3a masyxy K JIByHorum! «/lomaiuHui
KOTMK HaBcerja ocCTaHeTCd JoMaliHuM!» Bcro xusHb OrHerpvB, Kak MOT,
Goposicss C 3TUM TaKUM TIPeApacCylKOM U BOT Terepb BIepBble YCOMHUJICS B
cBoel ripaBote. Heyskenu 370 ripaBga?!

Ero BHMMaHve NpUBJeK LIOPOX MBILIKWA, BO3UBLLIIEUCS 107, KOPHIMU COCHBI.
[Tnemenu HyxkHa efa! OTHerpyMB WHCTUHKTUBHO T0/[00pasics, HO Ha 3TOT pa3
TIpeJiCTOsIIIasi 0X0Ta He TPUHecIa eMy HUKakou pajjocTi. OH MpBIrHY/, ObICTPO



Y PaBHO/YIIIHO CXBAaTWUJ/I MBIIIIKY, B3sJT ee B 3yObl U TTOHEC B Jiarephb.

[Tepes BXO#OM B TMAroOpOTHUKOBBIN TyHHE/b OH TIOME/IJTUII, TIOTOM T1yO0KO
B3/JOXHY/I Y BBILIE/ HA MO/SIHY. MblIilKa 6e3k1u3HeHHO 0o/Tanack B ero rnacTH.

[I1eMs TONMBKO UTO MOesio, M, Kak BCerja Iocje efbl, KOThl BbIChIAIN Ha
ToJISTHY ¥ G6o/iTasmu 0 pa3HbIX MycTskax. HekoTopblie MOJHSIN TOMIOBLI U Becesio
3aKMBa/IM, NPUBETCTBYs CBOero rnauarasg. OH mosya KWBHY/I B oTBeT. (CjioBa
[Tecuanoii Bypu sxom 3a3BeHenu B ero rosoBe. OHa Obia mpaBa! TloTeps
besnblllla BOBCe He O3HayaeT, YTO OH OCTaJCd COBCeM OAUH! BO/bIIMHCTBO
BOMHOB IIPU3HAaJ/IM ero IviallaraeM, HeCMOTPS Ha HapyllleHue peBHero puryalia.

«Ecnu 6bI etrie 3Be3nHOe Ti/IeMsi pa3ziesisizio UX Bepy!» — MpauHO moaymait
OrHerpuB, U CTapble CTpaxu, CJIOBHO CTasi YepHbIX rpadyeu, 3aKpy>XKWIUCh B €ro
Ayuie. BoO3MOXHO, TMOxulljeHWe besbila — 3T0 HakasaHWe, I0C/IaHHOe
3Be3aHbIM 1uieMeHeMm? UTo ecid 3Be3jHOe IieMs pasrHeBasioCch Ha I'pO30BbIX
KOTOB M TIOKapajio uX, OTHsB Oyayiiero BoMHa? A MOXeT ObiTh, 3Be3/HbIe
NpeIKA AT TMOHSTh, UTO He ’Ke/alT TepreTh JOMAllHUX KOTHKOB B JIECHOM
rjieMeHu?!

OrHerpuBy MoOKa3ajaoCh, 4YTO OT CTpaxa W TPeBOTU y Hero BOT-BOT
nogkocatcs jaanbl. OH Gpocun cBoro [Jo0ObUy B OOIIyI0 Kydy UM OIJISIZIeNCs.
[Tecuanasi byps, 3akaB B Jjlarlax BOpoObs, Jiexkasa Bo3ie BerporoHa. OrHerpus
TIOMOPLLWJ/ICS, BCTPETUB €e YKOPU3HeHHbIM B3misA. OH 3Ham, UuTo [JOJDKeH
W3BUHUTBLCS, HO CHauajia Xoren nA0yiokuTh CuHelt 3Be3zie 00 MCUe3HOBEHUU
besnpimia.

OH nogomen K mneijepe IpeABOAUTENBHULIbI, OCTAHOBWICSA y BXOJa U
HEerpoOMKO OKJ/IMKHY/N CuHioro 3Be3ny. K ero vsymsieHuto, eMy OTBETH/ I'OJIOC
bypana. IIpocynyB rosioBy uepes rosior, Oraerpus yBuzen CrHioro 3Be3qy. OHa
TIO-TIDE)KHEMY Jie)kasla Ha CBOeM TIO[CTW/IKe, HO ToioBa ee Oblia BBICOKO
rnojgHaTa, miasa cusiii. Pagom cupen bypaH. Briepseie 3a fgosiroe Bpems
TIpeJIBOJUTe/IbHUI]A Ka3aiach 370pOBOM U 00/[poli, BUIHO OBIZIO, UTO pPa3roBOP C
BEPHBIM CTapbiM JDPYyrOM HEOXWJAaHHO TIOAHs/I el HacTpoeHue. OrHerpuB
CMYIL|eHHO TOMSATU/ICS, He JKejasi Oropuarb IpeJBOAWUTE/IbHULYY [1yPHOU
HOBOCTBIO. ByzieT syullie, eciv OH 3aiiZIeT MOMO3XKe.

— B uem penio? — criipocunia Cunss 3Be3a.

— ... d mpocro xoten y3Harh, He TrOJOAHA JIK Thl! — TIPOMAMIIUI
Oruerpus.
— Bor Kak? — 03aziaueHHo nepecripocuia CuHsasa 3Be3fa. — Tbl OueHb

n06p, HO BypaH y»ke TipvHeC MHe TI0eCTb, — ¥ OHa KHMBHYJ/Ia Ha TM0J/yCbeZIleHHOTO
rosiy0si, Ba/isSIBLLIETOCS Ha TTOJY.

— Hy... BoT u xopomio! Torga He Gyny Tebe meliath, — TpobopmMoTan
OrHerpuB u OBICTPO MOMSATWICA K BbixoAy, uToObl CuHss 3Be3la He ycriena



CIIPOCUTH ero ele 0 4yeM-TO. BepHyBILIKWCH K Kyue e/ibl, OH BBITAL[A/l MBILIKY,
KOTOPYIO TOJIBKO UTO IPUHEC, Y TIOBOJIOK ee B KparuvBHbIe 3apOC/Iy, Te jexanu
BetporoH c [Tecuanoit bypen.

3ameTuB ero TmipubmkeHue, [lecuaHass Bypsi TyT »ke OTBepHy/Jach U
TIPUHSLIACh JIeJIOBUTO BBIPHIBATh KPBLIBIIIKKA HECYAaCTHOMY BOpOObIO. OrHerpuB
OpOCU/T CBOKO MBIIIIKY Ha 3eMJIIO PsiZIoOM C Hel.

— IIpuBetr! — no3gopoBasicss BeTporoH. — A 5 yK Mogymas, Tbl CerofHs
He Oyzelllb y>kuHaTh! OTHErpuB XOTesl CKa3aThb UTO-HUOY[b Apy>Keckoe, HO,
TIOMHUMO BOJIU, OTBET €r0 MpOo3ByyYasl ToUuTH rpybo:

— CimikoM MHoro gesn! BeTporoH v3ymiyieHHO nocMoTpes Ha [lecuanyto
Bypto, HO Ta mpozo/pKana YropHO NpATaTh IV1as3a, TakK UTO FOPKUU BOUH TOJIBKO
yCaMH TOLLIeBeJInJI.

— Ilpoctu mensi, — wenHys OrHerpuB Ha yxo Ilecuanout Bypu.

— W 161 MeHs! — nporiernitana oHa, He ITIOAHUMas I71as.

— Tbl oTmnuHbI Apyr! — npogomkan OrHerpuB. — $1 3HarO, ThI XOTesa
I10MOYb MHe!

— Hy napHo... Ho B ciepyrommii pa3 AyMad XOpOLLEHBKO, Tpexzae ueM
TOTIOPLLUTE yChbI!

— 3HAUUT, MbI CHOBA [jpy3bs? — crpocui Oruerpus.

— Kak Bcerga! — npocto orBetusia Ilecuadas byps.

Y OruerpvBa C/I0BHO ropa C rmied cBaauiaack. OH pacTAHY/ICA BO3je
TIOZIPYT'M Y TIPUHSJICA 3@ CBOKO MBILIKY. BeTporoH He mpousHeCc HU CJIOBA, HO
OrHerpuB TMpeKpacHO BU/Ie/I, UTO OH C TPY/AOM MpsiueT yabioKy. Buanmo, ocobbie
OTHOILIeHUSsI, CBsI3bIBaBIIIMe Tamiaras ¢ IlecuaHoii Bypeli, yke aBHO He Obun
TaWHOW [yl TuieMeHU. OrHerpuB HEBOJIBHO pa3Ay/ics OT TOPAOCTU M
CaMOZIOBOJILHO 0OBeJT I/1a3aMU MOJISIHY.

[Tepen nerepoyi opykeHocLieB OH yBUzen Yactokosa. [lonocarsii BOMH 0O
yeM-To OecemoBan c YronbkoM. OTHerpuB cjierka HacTopoxkuics. [louemy
YacToko/ pas3roBaprBaeT C Y4YeHMKOM /[lbIMa, BMECTO TOTO UTOOBI CHUJIEThH C
ocTa/sibHbIMU BoMHamu? OH BU7e/, KaK YToJleK HeCKOJIbKO pa3 HepeLliuTe/bHO
roKayasl rO/I0BOM, HO TOJIOCAThId BOWMH TPOJOJIKa/l TOBOPUTh, U TOIZla Cepbid
Opy’KeHOoCeL| HeXOTs MOAHSAJICS U MOIUIe/ICS Yepes3 MOJIAHY K 3apOC/IsiM KParuBbl.

Oruerpus HacTopoxui yiu. Cyzs 1o Tomy, uto YacToKosI He CITyCKasl I71a3
C Ceporo KOTeHKa, OH M0C/1ajl ero C KAKUM-TO I[OpyYeHHeM.

Yrosnek OCTaHOBW/ICA TIiepef [amlaraeM. Ero maneHbKoe —Tejiblie
HaIpAIOCh ¥ MeJIKO pOrKasio OT BOJTHEHUS.

— UT0-TO C/tyumnniocs? — cpocui OTHerpus.

— § nmpocTto XoTen y3HaTh, KyAa mnofeBanca bembin, — rmposeneran



Yronek. — ['oBOpu/I, YTO CKOPO BEPHETCS], @ CaM Tporias Ha Lie/bli [eHb. ..

OrHerpuB TMOCMOTpeJl TIOBEPX TOJOBbI Opy)KeHOoclla Ha YacTokosa.
[Tonocarelii BOWH He CITyCKajl pa3ropeBIIMXCs T71a3 ¢ YTo/bKa, BUIHO ObLI0, UTO
OH He Ha IIYTKY 3aUHTPUTrOBaH MPOUCXO/SIIUM.

— Tlepepait YacToKouy, UTO €C/IM OH XOUeT YTO-TO Y3HAaTh, MyCTh NOAOWU/ET
U cipocuT MeHst cam! — (bipkHY/1 OTHerpus.

Yrosiek OTIIaTHY/ICS, Kak Oy/TO T/aliaTaii yaapus ero.

— 41... npocTtu MeHs1, — 3abopmoTan oH. — YacToKos cka3aa MHe... — OH
MepecTynu/ C JIallKU Ha JIallKy W BAPYT, MOAHSB TOJIOBY, CMeJI0 MOCMOTpPeN B
rna3a OrHerpuBy: — Ha camom pene He ofguH YacTOKO/ XOueT y3HaTh, UTO
ciyunnock. §1 Toke oueHb Oecriokorock! Benbiin  ofeijan, uyTO CKOpO
BepHeTcsi. — Cepblil Opy’KeHocel] TTIOMe/I/TU/I, IOCMOTPe/T B CTOPOHY U BbITIA/TUI:
— OH, KOHeUHO, Ha MHOT0e CTIoCcobeH, HO CJIOBO BCeryia IeP>KUT!

OruerpuB ymuBwicsa. OH 3Hajs, uro besnbin momb3yeTcsi 6Gosbliioi
MOMY/ISIPHOCTBIO CPeAU OPY>KeHOCLIeB, HO BCeryia roJiaraji, YTo KOTSATa LieHsT ero
3a BecCeJiblii HpPaB U yMeHHe pacCKa3blBaTh 3aXBaThIBalOIUe WUCTOPUU O CBOUX
OXOTHUYBMX MOfBUrax. EMy U B T0O/IOBY He MPUXOAWIO0, UTO bebiill, Kak /o060
JPyroii BOUWH, MOT 3aC/Iy)KWTb TOJ/IMHHOe yBakeHUWe ToBapulledi. OH BUjen B
Benbillie /ML [1€p30CTh U OTKPbITOE HeyBakKeHHWEe K BOMHCKOMY 3aKOHY.
Hey>xenu Bce 3TO BpeMsi OH oinbascsa? M uto Yronek umeeT B BUJY, TOBODS,
yto Besnbiin Ha MHOrOe criocobeH?!



['maBa XIII

— C HUM Bce B Nops/iKe? — CHOBA CIPOCU/ YrojieK. OTHerprB HeCKOIbKO
pa3 MOPTHy/, TOJbICKMBasi BepHble CJIOBa, 4YTOObI OOBSCHWUTH MaJlbIIly
VICYe3HOBeHMe JIpyra.

— BesbIll MOKUHYN Haille rnieMsi, — BbIJABUJI OH HakKOHeL]. Kakoil CMbIC/
CKpbIBaTh MpaB/y, eC/IM OHa BCe PAaBHO CKOPO CTaHeT M3BeCTHA BCeMy Jiarepro?!
Yrosiek BeITapallui 1ia3a. BugHo 66110, UTO MasibIlll MOTPSICEH U HaIyTaH.

— IMokunyn? — 3xoM mepecrnpocui oH. — Ho oH... Ho oH fo/mkeH ObLt
cka3atb HaMm! To ecTh, 1 XO0uy CKasarb... Sl HUKOrJa He Jymas, UTO OH PeLIWT
HaBCerJa OCTaTbCs TaMm!

— I';me 3T0 TaM? — nouHTepecoBasicss OTHerpuB, pe3ko cajsacb. — O ueMm
Tbl TOBOPUILIBL?! Yrojek BMHOBAaTO IMOCMOTpe] Ha [Viallaras, I[MOHHWMas, 4To
TIPOTOBOPUJICS U HEBOJILHO BbIJja/l CBOETO Apyra.

— Wpu, yxuHaii, — Msarko ckazan OrHerpuB. — MoxKelllb COOOIIUTh
Yacrtokoiny, uto besbill BepHy/ICS K )KU3HU JoMallHed Kucku. He crout penarb
Y3 5TOr0 TauHblI!

— ¥ TosbKO... S MPOCTO He MOry MOBEPUTb, UTO OH [0 HACTOSILEMY
yliiesi! — rpyCcTHO B3[0XHY/ YrojieK. — $1 Oyzly oueHb CKyuaTh 110 HeMY!

OH noBepHYyJics ¥ TIOOpesT K CBOel melljepe, T7e ero, CJIOBHO rOJI0fiHasi COBa,
yxe momkugan Yactokon. OrHerpuB TOHSUI, YTO ellle /0 3aKaTra HOBOCTb 00
1CUe3HOBEeHUU OpY»KeHOoCcl|a 00/IeTUT BeCh Jiarephb.

— Kyma ywen Benenu? — crnpocun BeTporon, moBopauMBascCh K
Oruerpusy.

— Ywen utb K [IByHOrMM, — OTBeTW1 OrHerpuB, UyBCTBYS, KaK KaXKJoe
CJIOBO TSDKeJIbIM KaMHeM pacCeKaeT 3HOWHBbIM jieCHOM Bo3ayX. HykHO i uto-
HUOyb 00BsICHATH? B yillax ero Bce ellle 3BeHe [ylliepa3Ayparoliye BOTIU
Benbillla, HO OH He cobOWpa/sCs HUKAK OIpaB/AbIBaTb CBOEr0 HEBEPHOTO
opyxeHocLia. [la ¥ KTO MoBepuT B TO, YTO besbllia yBe3in HaCUIbHO, eC/iu BCe
T/1eMs1 IIPeKPacHo MOMHUT, KaK Opy»KeHocel] XKupes Ha rnogaukax [IByHorux?!

— Cpaetcs MHe, 3Ta HOBOCTb o00Opagyer Hailero Yacrokoma! —
HaxMypuJcs BeTporox.

CJ/I0BHO B TOATBEPXK/EHKE ero CI0B, M0J0CATbId BOWH, XaJJHO CJIyIIaBIIUMN
YrosbKa, TOp>KeCTBYHOIIle TIOAHST ro/IoBy U 00Bes ria3amu mnosisiHy. C yrnaBimmm
cepauem OrHerpuB cMmotpes, Kak Yactokon 6exxut kK Honroxsocty u Besyxy.
Bckope HOBOCTb 00 wucue3HOBeHUM berbiiia, 1mogobHo moberamMm TeMHOTO
yAYLIAIero IUIl0la, Hayajda pacrhpoCTpaHAaTbCsA I0 Jarepio. Bor besyx,



KPSIXTSI, TI0JIe3 10/l BeTBU TOBa/ieHHOTO [y0a, 4TOObI TIOJe/IUTHCS U3BECTUEM C
OCTa/IbHbIMK CTaperinHaMu, a [J0/IroXBOCT, MOYTHUTEIbHO KMBHYB YacTOKOY,
roHeccss K feTckoi. [lpousoizio uMeHHO To, uero Oosiicss OrHerpuB —
YacTokos mocTapasncs, uToObl Bech Jiarepb y3Haa O TOM, UTO POZCTBEHHUK
r/1aliaras npegjas JieCHYI0 )XU3Hb U BepHYJICS K [IByHOIMM.

— Heyxenmu Tbl BCe Tak U OCTaBullb?! — He BblJepkasna [lecuaHas
bypsa. — bygelib cujetb j10Xa Jiarnbl U CMOTPeTh, KaK YacTOKO/ MO30pUT
Besbillia nepes BceM rieMeHeM?!

— $1 He MOrYy CIIOpPUTH C TIpaBAOU! — rPyCTHO MOKavas rojioBor Oruerpus.

— TbI MOXelllb 00pPaTUTHCS K TiieMeHu! — mipornurnesia [lecuanasi Bypsi. —
OOBsicHU UM, UTO MPOU30IILIO Ha CaMoM Jierie!

— A ut0o npousouuio? benplll 0TKasajscsg OT CBOero IVIeMeHH, Korza
nipearioyesi o0beaky JIByHOrMX, — 3amMeTu OTHerpus.

— Torza xotst 661 cxou U Aonoxu CuHeli 3pe3fe!

— Yike mo3gHO, — ripobopmotan BetporoH. IIpocnenus 3a ero B3mIszioM,
OrHerpuB  yBujen, Kak  YacCTOKO/M — pBICBIO  HeCeTcsd K Iielepe
rpeBOAUTEe/IbHULIBL. [IpU MBIC/IM O TOM, UTO 3TOT CIUVIETHUK Celuyac MUCIIOPTUT
CunHeli 3Be3fie CIOKOWHBLIM Beuep, y Hero 0Oo0/ie3HEHHO CXaJsioCh CepjLe.
IIpegBoauTenbHULIA TaK HyXKJaeTcss B nokoe! OH cepAUTO B3MaxHyJ/ XBOCTOM,
MPOKJIMHAA 3rousM YacTokosa, XOTS MPeKpacHO MOHUMAJI, YTO MO-HACTOSALEMY
BUHUTH CJleflyeT TOJIBKO besibima.

— JlagHo, Torga Xots Obl moernb! — cMmsaruwiach [lecuanast byps, HO y
OrnerpuBa yke rponan BCSIKMM arreTuT. OH Mo/iya yCTaBWICA Ha MOJISIHY,
YyBCTBYsl YCTpPeM/ieHHbIe Ha cebsi B3I/IsiIbl COTVIEMEHHUKOB — BCTPEBOKEHHbIE,
HEeMOHMMAIOII[ie U OTKPOBEHHO JHO0O0MbITHEIE. BeTporoH yjapus Taiiaras
XBOCTOM 110 3aHelt yarne. — [agu! K Hum nipubmwkascsa Yactokon. JIuiio ero
CBETU/IOCH 371I00HOM PaioCThIO.

— CuHsis 3Be3/a XxoueT BUeTb Tebsi! — rpOMKO KPUKHYJ/T OH, 0bpatiasch K
riamararn. C TsoKesbIM B340X0M OrHerpuvB IOAHSJICS U HAaIpaBW/ICA K Ierepe
TpeJBOAUTEeTbHULIBI.

Y Bxo/la OH TIOMeI/Ii/, HepBHO 0OMaxuBasiCb XBOCTOM. bosblile Bcero Ha
cBeTe OH Oosisicsi, uto CuHsIs 3Be3[a paclieHUT yxoj, besbliia kak ouepegHoe
TrpejaTebCTBO, COBePIIeHHOe KOTOM U3 ['po3oBoro niemMeHu. UTo eciv Tenepb
OHa yCOMHUTHCA ¥ B OrHerpuse, B XKUjlax KOTOPOIO TeYeT KPOBb BEPOJIOMHOIO
opy’keHocLa?!

— Bxogu, OrnerpuB! — pasgasncs rpomkui rojnoc CuHenr 3Be3nbl. —
C/IBILLY, KaK Tbl TOMUellbCs Bo3je Bxoza! OH mpose3 ckBo3b Tosior. CuHsAS
3Be3/a TO-TIpe)KHEMY JieXKasla, CBepHYBILKCH Kayboukom, a bypaH cuzen Bo3ie
Hee, C JiItOOOMBITCTBOM TIOIVISiZIbIBAsl Ha T/aiiaTtas. OrHerpuB Haripsircs, 60sichb,



UTO ApOXKdlllye YIIH BbIAaAyT €ro BOJIHEHHE.

— Tak BOT, 3HaAuwWT, 3aueM Tbl MNPUXOAUN Crofa? — NOpoTsaHyaa CuHsA
3Be3na. — A BbigyMas, OyaTo 6ecrioKouTcsi 0 MoeM xenygke! — nob6aBria oHa
C TUIOXO CKpbITON ycmelko. — Tak si Tebe u moBepwia! f moka, cnaBa

3Be3HOMY TJIEMEHU, He TIPU CMepTH, YTOObl Thl HOCU/ MHe eay! /3-3a Tebs s
ObII0 TI0[yMaJia, UTo TIeMs CYUMTaeT MeHsI HaCTOSIIIel pa3BaMHOM !

OrHerpuB He BepwW CBOMM YyiuaM. Heyxkenu npeaBoAuTe/bHULIA TakK
CTIOKOMHO BOCIIpWHS/IA M3BecTHe 00 mcue3HoBeHWM besbimia?! IToxoke, Beuep,

TIpoBe/leHHbIM ¢ BypaHowm, cotBopun uygo — K CuHell 3Be3fie BepHYJIUCh U
ObL1asi yBepeHHOCTb, U /layke UyBCTBO toMopa!
— $1... g1 He HapouHO, — mpobopmoTan oH. — $1 cobupasncsi pacckasaThb

Tebe mpo bBesblilla, HO ThI Ka3ajach TAKOW... TaKOWM yMUPOTBOPeHHOU. f He
XOTeJl pacCTpauBaTh Tebsl.

— TIlocneaHee Bpemsi si, KaxeTcsi, Oblla cama He CBOs, — IpU3HAasach
Cunsisi 3Be3ma, HU3KO OMyCTUB ronoBy. — HoO 3TO BOBCe He 3HauWT, 4TO £
COTKaHa 13 INayTyHbI! — [v1a3a ee Iocepbe3Hesy, U OHa Npojo/pkuwia: — S mo-
TIpPe)KHEMY OCTalOCh TPeJABOAUTEbHULIEN U TT03TOMY [IO/DKHA 3HaTh 000 BCeM,
YTO MPOUCXOJUT B MOeM IyieMeHu!

— Ha, Cunss 3Be3na, — npotuenTan Oruerpus.

— Teneps K geny. YacTokon pacckasas MHe, yTo besbln pemmn yuty K
[OByHorum. TbI 3Ha1 O TOM, UTO 3TO MOXKeT CJyUUThbCSA? OrHerpuB KUBHY/L.

— 51 y3Han coBcem HelaBHO, — CKasasl OH. — TOJIbKO BuUepa s yBuzesl, UYTo
OH XOJWT K [IByHOTMM 3a efjou.

— W pewmnn, 4Yro CMOXeLIb B OAWHOUKY TIPUHATH [IPaBUIbHOE
peueHre? — TUXO cripocysia CuHsAs 3Be3za.

— Ha, — ene cybimHO BbigoXHY/A OrHerpuB. OH YKpaJKOM B3IVISIHY/ Ha
BypaHa, HO BOMH He TIPOPOHUJI HU CJIOBA, IV1a3a ero 0CTaBa/vCh HEelIPOHULIAeMBl.

— Hukorza He 3Haellb, YTO JIE)KUT Ha Cepille y KOTa, — THUXO CKasaja
Cunsa 3Be3ga. — Eciu Besbiin 3aTockoBas IO JOMalllHeM >KU3HU, TO CaMO
3Be3qHOe 1IeMsi He CMOIVIO Obl yZiep>KaTh ero B jiarepe.

— $ 3naro, — kuBHy/n OrHerpuB. — Ho Bce He Tak npocrto! — OH He
XOTeJs1 OrpaBJbIBaTh NoBeJeHre besblllla mepes rjieMeHeM, HO 4yBCTBOBaJ, YTO
Cunsisi 3Be3ja [J0/DKHA y3HaTh BCO mpaBny. OH U caM He Mor Obl CKa3aTtb, [JIs
KOTO JlefiaeT 3T0 — Jijis rayrnoro benbiia v ajisi cebst camoro. — [IByHorHe
3abpanu berblilia MpOTUB €ro BOJIK.

— Tb1 XOuemb ckaszaTb, UTO ero ykpaau? — yTounua bypan. — [louemy TbI
TaK Zjlymaelin?

— 4 Bugen, KaK ero HeC/IM B UpPeBO UyZOBHUILA, — TMOSCHUI OTHerpmuB. —
OH Kpruas ¥ 3Bajl Ha MOMOLb. f MOrHa/Cs 3a HUMH, Jla pa3Be JOrOHUIIIb)!



— OpHako [0 5TOr0 OH CHOKOWMHO TMpPHWHHWMal MLy M3 PyK 3THUX
[ByHOrux, — npuiypuaacbk CuHsisi 3Be3/a.

— Ha, — B3poxnyn OrHerpuB. — Buepa g momneITazacs MOrOBOPUTH C HUM
00 3ToM... Tak BOT, s COBCEM He yBepeH, UTO OH /IeiCTBUTE/IbHO XOTeJl XKUTb Y
OByHorux. OH CKa3aj, UTO €My HpaBUTCAd XUTh B IUieMeHH, — QOrHerpus
pacTepsiHHO CITIOTHYJI U MPOAO/Kal: — MHe MoKa3anoch, OH Jjaxe He TTIOHUMAJI,
HAaCKOJIBKO €ro IMoBe/ieHre [POTUBOPEUNT BOMHCKOMY 3aKOHY!

— W TBI monaraeiib, TaKOW BOMH HY>XeH [ p030BOMY I/ieMeHU? — MOPSIMO
cripocuiia CvHas 3Be3za.

OrHerpuB omycTu/ r1a3a. EMy ObI7I0 CTBIJHO 3a CBOETO YueHHUKa, HO UTO-TO
MelLla/I0 IPU3HaTh TIPaBOTY IpeABOJUTE/IbHHULIBL.

— OH eje CMIIKOM MOJIOJ, — eJie CJIBILIHO POroBopu/ oH. — 1 pymaro,
cepZLie ero NpUHa/JIeKUT IJIEeMEeHU, HO OH CaM I10Ka He TIOHKMMaeT 3TOro.

— OrnerpuB, — 1ackoBO Havana Cunsis 3Be3za. — I'po30BOMy IieMeHU
HY>KHbI BepHble M XpaOpble BOMHbI — TakKue, Kak Thl. Eciu gaxe Besbiil 0611
TIOXWILIeH, 3HAUMT, TakoBa Obuia Boss 3Be3fHoOro riemMeHW. OH poOAWICS BHe
TJIeMeHH, HO TIPOXKWJ 37leCb JO0CTaTOUYHO, UTOObI 3Be3/iHble TpeAKU CMOIIU
MoCTUYbL ero cyanby. [me 661 OH HU OuyTU/ICS, 3Be3/[HOe TyIeMsi TI03ab0TUTCS O
TOM, UTOOBI OH OBL/T CYACT/IUB.

OrHerpuvB Me/IJIeHHO TIOJHSIT I71a3a Ha CBOIO OBIBINYIO HacTaBHUI]Y. Kak Obi
OH XOTeJl BePUTh, UTO 3Be3/[HOe TIIeMs >KelaeT beblly To/bKO A00pa, YTO OHO
He KapaeT ['p030BbIX KOTOB U He TT0Ka3bIBaeT CBOEr0 Hel0BepHs K POKJEHHBIM Y
HOeynorux! CnoBa CrHeld 3Be3/bl He CMOIVIM [JO KOHLIA pPa3BesiTb €ro TPeBOrY,
OfIHAKO OH ObLa GyiarosilapeH TpeBOJAUTE/bHULIE 3a COUYYBCTBUE U CUACT/IMB, UTO
OHa He yBH/le/la B UCUe3HOBEeHUU berbillia ypHOro rpe/i3HaMmeHOBaHKs.

— Cnacubo, Cunsist 3Be31a! — mipoliienTan OH.

— A Ternepb UU-Ka U TIOy)KWHaW, — (bIPKHY/Ia MpejBOAUTE/bHULIA, JaBast
TIOHSAATh, YTO Pa3srOBOP OKOHYEH.

B 3Ty HOub OrHerpuB BHOBb yBHjen cOH. HouHoe He60 pacKuMHY/IOCH Hafl
crigimm Jyiecom. [Ipr3pauHbie KpbUibs CHa NoaxBaTuaM OTHErpUBa U MepeHeCv
ero K YetrsipeMm [lepeBbsiMm. Kakoe-To BpeMsi OH Mapw/l HaJ, CIISLLEN TMOJISTHOM, a
3aTeM 3Be3[Hble KOI'TH, JleprKaBllre ero, pa3kaaucb, U OrHerpuB 1oJieTesl BHU3
— MOpsIMO Ha BeuHYH TBepAblHKO CKasbl. X00/Hasi KaMeHHasi MOBEePXHOCTh
TIPUAATHO OCTY>Kajla ero HecyacTHbIe Jiarbl, U30ApaHHble B NOroHe 3a besbiiom.
OrnerpuB IOBepHYJ TOJIOBY, vilja mia3amu [lectpomuctyro. OH yyBCTBOBas ee
nipubsvKeHue, U cep/ilie ero paJjoCTHO TIOATPBITHY/I0 — Lie/IUTe/TbHUIla O0osblie
He u3berasa ero, Kak B MpOILIbIH pa3!

— OrHerpuB! — npo3Byyasn HaJl yXOM 3HAKOMbIH TOJI0C.

— IlecTposnucras, rae Tl? — KpUKHY/A OH. Cep/iLie ero pBaaoCh U3 rpyau



OT ’KeJIaHUs YBU/IeTh ee, TI0UYBCTBOBAThH ee 3ariax.

— OrHerpuB, — CHOBa pa3jajcs Lernor. — beperuce Bpara, KOTOPbIU
TIPUTBOPSETCS CHALMM.

— O xom TBI roBopuib? — BblgaBuwi1 OrHerpus. I'pynp ero ckanachb OT
cTpaxa. — Kakoro Bpara?

— beperucs!

OH pacnaxHyn [7la3a M BCKUHY/I ToO/IOBy. B meljepe ObIZIO TeMHO,
CJIBIIIAZIOCh POBHOE ZIbIXaHWe CIISIUX BOMHOB. OTHerpuB TOAHSUICSA U TIoOpest K
BbIxo4y. IIpoxoga mumo YacTokosia, OH 3aMeTWl, Kak TOT, He OTKphbIBas IJias,
HaCTOPOXXeHHO T011IeBesIi/I YIIIaMU.

«beperuce BOMHa, KOTOPBIM NPUTBOPSETCS CIIALIKUM!» — mpoLenecresio B
€ero yuax, HO OH peLIUTeJbHO OTOrHajq 3Ty Mblcab. C  KakoM CTaTh
[TecTponucrasi crana Obl TipegynpexaaTh ero o Yacrtokone! OrHerpuB M Tak
3HaJI, UTO TOJIOCAaThld BOMH BepeH I'pO30BOMY IJIeMeHM, a He IViallaTakd 3TOro
riemMeHd. [lorubiiasi 1je/iMTe/lbHMIIA MMeJia B BUAY KOTO-TO APYroro — TOTO,
KOT'O OH JiaXke He rozo3peBaer!

[TonstHa BCTpeTW/a ero cepeOpUCTBIM CUSTHUEM U TIPOXJIa[IHBIM BeTEPKOM.
OrHerpus ycescs ¥ 3a7pan rojsioBy K 3Be3jaM. UTo Xe TakK BCTPEBOXKWIIO
[TecTponucTyro, UYTO OHA pellWia TIpeaynpeAuTtb ero o6 omacHoctu? OH
TOPBUICS B MAaMATH, BCIIOMUHAs BCe, UTO CJIYYU/IOCh 3a IOC/e[Hee Bpemsl —
BbI3OpoB/eHe CuHed 3Be3/bl, MCYE3HOBeHHWe besibillla, CaMOBOJIbHOE
BMelllaTenibcTBO [lenesntoiiiki B Cyab0Oy OOMBHBIX KOTOB W3 IjileMeHU TeHel...
Korts! 13 rinemenu Teneit! I[leresroiiika roBopuT, OyATo Hallljla IEKapCTBO OT MX
Oosie3HU, HO, BO3MO)KHO, OHa 3abmy»kaeTcsi! MoxeT ObITh, el TOJIbKO KaXKeTcs,
yTo 0O0JIbHBIE TIOLLIA Ha MOTpaBKy?! OTHerpyB Tak pa3BOTHOBAJICS, UTO Y HEro
Jla>ke XBOCT 3adecasicsi, OyATo OT Thicsiuu O/IOLIMHBIX YKyCOoB. [TecTposucTas npu
»Ku3Hu Oblia tenuTenbHUlleli! HaBepHsika OHa 3HaeT, uyTo 0oJie3Hb Heusjeunmal!
Heyxenu oHa XoTesia CKa3aTh, UTO 3apas3a yKe IpOHMK/IA B Jarepb?! Uewm
Gosbiie OrHerpuB fiymain 06 3ToM, TeM CujibHee yOeXKzasics, UTo Halllesl BepHOoe
VICTOJIKOBaHKe CBOEro CHa.

B KpoHax /iepeBbeB MOpXau JIeTyure MbIIIY, UX OecClllyMHbIe KPbLIbs ellle
cuibHee pasflyBajM CTpaxu r/aiiatas. Kak oH MOT 0CTaBUTh OO/BbHBIX KOTOB Ha
TeppuTopuM I'po3oBoro ryieMeHu?! OH BCKOUMU/I Ha HOTH, TIPOHECCH 10 TI0JIsSHe,
HBIPHY/I B TIAaTIOPOTHUKU U BLICKOUM/ y neltjepsl [llep6atoii.

TyT OH OCTaHOBW/ICS, TsDKeJO [ibliia. B riyOmHe TeMHOW paciije/vHbI
T'YJIKAM 3XOM Pa3HOCHJICS Xparl CTapOy LieJIUTe/IbHULIBL. VI3 ryIu naropoTHUKOB,
OKPY)KaBLLIMX IIO/ISIHY, [JOHOCW/IOCh (Jlaikoe mocarnbiBaHue [lemnesrolkuy.
OrHerpus NpoOCyHYJI I'OJIOBY B ee THe3/bIIIKO U TOpsAYO 3alllenTalt:

— Ilenesrortika!



— 2710 TbI, OrHerpuMB? — COHHO 3aBO3UJlaCh MaJieHbKasl Lie/IMTe/IbHULIA.

— Ilenemtomika! — rmpomures OH ye rpomMye, U KOLLIeYKa C TPY[OM
OTKpbL/a Iv1a3a.

COHHO JKMypsSICb, OHa IIOCMOTpeJia Ha [Jpyra, IIOTOM MeJJIeHHO
riepekaTu/iach Ha KUBOT U TIPUIIOHS/IA TOJIOBY.

— UTO C/1yunsiocb? — HaCyIUBILIKCh, CIIPOCKJIA OHA.

— Tl yBepeHa, UTO KOThI W3 TJiIeMeHU TeHel BBbI3[OPOBEIU? — TPO3HO
cripocun OrHerpus. [leresntollika HermOHKUMaROLL[e 3axJ10TIasa rJ1a3aMu.

— TbI TONBKO 3a 3TUM pa3dyaun MeHs?! 51 ke Tebe ellle BUepa CKa3aia —
OHHU UAYT Ha MOMNpPaBKy!

— Ho onu Bce elije 601bHBI?

— Boobije-To, ma, — mpusHana [lemnestoiika. — Ho y)ke He Tak, Kak
paHbIle.

— A TbI cama? Y Tebsi HET HUMKAKMX TPU3HAKOB Oone3Hu? A B jarepe?
HUKTO 13 KOTOB He »Ka/ioBasICs Ha »Kapuau 6osm? [lerestoliika caiko 3eBHYy/IA U

TIOTAHY/IACh.
— $1 uyBcTBYyIO Cebsi mpeBOCX0HO! — 3asiBuia oHa. — KOThI U3 TyieMeHu
Teneil uyBcTByIOT cebsi mpocTo BenukojernHo! I'po3oBoe TieMsi 370pOBO U
OnarofileHCTByeT, — OHa CepjWTO ToMoTasna rosioBoid. — Bce orimuno! Pagu
3Be3/IHOTO T/IeMeHU, 00bSICHU, UTO MPOUCXOUT? !
— MHe 6b11 COH, — cMyIlleHHO 00bsichun OrHerpuB. — IlecTposnucTas

BeJiejla MHe OCTeperatbCsl BOWHA, KOTOPbIA KakKeTCsl CrsluM. f mogymas, oHa
vMeria B BUAy 00jie3Hb.

[Tenesntoliika mpeHeOpeXXUTeTbHO (HBIPKHYIIA.

— DTo0 Obi Bemuii coH! OH 03Hauas, UTO HU B KOeM Caydyae He CiefyeT
OyAuTh HeCcuyacTHYHO cTapyro [lemesroiky, KOoTopasi HakaHyHe TIPOCTO C Jiarl
Banuiack ot ycrasoctu! He Hamo OyauTh ee, IOTOMYy UTO OHAa pa303/UTCS U
BIpBeT Tebe yChbi!

Tonbko Tereppr OTHErpyB 3aMeTH/I, UTO OHA BBIVIAUT OUeHb U3MYyUYeHHOU.
Kak oH Mor 3a0bITh, uTO Terepb [lernetoiiike MPUXOAUTCS He TOBKO BBITIOMHSTh
CBOU OOBbIUHBbIe O00SI3aHHOCTA B Jarepe, HO U YXaXuWBaThb 3a OOJIbHBIMU
[Tepsiiikom u benorpyaeim!

— Ilpoctu meHsi, — cMmyTwiica oH. — W Bce e KOThbI U3 IJieMeHu TeHel
[OJDKHBI HeMeJ|/IeHHO YUTH. [lementollika, HaKOHeLl, [OJTHOCTbIO OTKpbLJa I/ia3a
Y ycTaBuiach Ha OrHerpuBa.

— Tbl caM cCkaszan, 4TO OHM MOTYT OCTaTbCs [0 Tex I0p, MOKa He
TIOYYBCTBYIOT ceOsi jiyuiiie! — HarmloMHUIa OHa. — Heyxkenu Tbl U3MEHWI CBOe
peleHye 1U3-3a KaKoro-T1o cHa?!

— Ilpexxpe cnoBa IlecTponucTor Bcerja OKasbIBaauCh IpaBfou! —



Bo3pasun OrHerpuB. — I He MoOry puckoBaTb. HeCKOIbKO MIHOBeHUH
[Ternesnrolika Mo/iua CMOTpeJia Ha Hero, MOTOM CKa3asa:

— Ilo3B0/IE MHE TIOTOBOPUTH C HUMH.

— Xopo1110, HO TOJILKO CZiesiait 3TO 3aBTpa »Ke! — KUBHYJ OTrHerpus.

[Tenesntolika orycTusia moA00pOj0K Ha TepejHue JIaTKu.

— $1 ckaxxy um, — Too6erriasia oHa. — Ho uTo, eciv TBOM COH — HUKAKOMH
He Beluii? Eciu BepuTh HalllUM rocTsM, muieMsi TeHeli mopaskeHO 0ose3HbIO.
Beoironss Ilepeiiiko v besorpyzoro, Tel ochulaelllb KX Ha BEPHYO CMEPTb.

OT ee ciioB y OrHerpuBa nepexBaTu/o AbIXxaHWe, HO OH 3Haj, uTO 00si3aH
TIpeJKzie BCero 3a00TUTHCSI 0 COOCTBEHHOM TIJIEMEHHU.

— §1 e Mmory He ciywarbcs [lecTponucTyro, — BBIZI@BU/I OH M 3aMO/T4all,
3aJOXHYBILIKWCh OT ropeyd. 3arax I[allOpOTHUKOB OXKMBWI BOCIIOMHHAHUS O
roruOIieli 1eauTe/NbHULe, Cceliuac OH UYBCTBOBa/l ee TPUCYTCTBUE Tropasfio
oCTpee, ueM B TO BpeMsl, KOT/la OHa >Kujia U paboTasia Ha 3TOM ToJisiHe.

— TbI rOBOpUILIL O HEM Tak, CJIOBHO OHA BCe ellle ’KKWBa, — IMPOrOBOPUIIA
[Teresroiika, ycTaso 3akpbiBag [a3a. — [loueMy Tbl He MOXellb C MHPOM
OTITyCTUTH ee B 3Be3[Hoe TuieMs? $1 3Hat0, OHa OUeHb MHOTO 3HauwWsa Ajis Teos,
HO BCITOMHH, UTO cKa3asa MHe [Ilep6aras, korjja si HUKaK He MOT/Ia CIIPaBUThCS C
Tockoii 110 CepebpsiHke? HampaBb CBOM CH/IbI Ha CETOAHSIIHUNA [leHb U
repecTalb rPyCTUTh O MPOLIOM!

— Komy kakoe geno fo moeu Tocku no Ilectponucroinn?! — paccepauics
OruerpuB. — Kakoli MokeT ObITb Bpe/] B TOM, UTO 51 He Xouy 3a0biBaTh ee!

— A TakoH, YTO MOKa Thl Tpe3ulllb O Hel, Tbl He 3ameyaelllb HUKOIO
BOKpyr! OrisHuch, OTHErpuB, U COBCEM pSiIoM C CcOOOW Thl YBUJUIIL He
3Be3/IHYI0 BOUTEHLHMUITY, a )KUBYIO KOIIIKY, Ha KOTOPYIO Tebe laBHbIM-/IJaBHO 10pa
ObI 0OpaTUTH BHUMaHUe!

— O KoM 3TO ThI? — 3axJiornasi rna3aMu OrHerpus.

— A TbI ¥ He JJora/ibIBaellbCsi?

— O xom?!

[TeresrolKa OTKpbL/IA I71a3a Y TIOJHSJIA [OJIOBY.

— OrnxerpuB! Kaxzpli KOTEHOK B IJIEeMEHU 3HaeT O TOM, 4To [lecuaHas
Bypst 6e3 mamsru BimobneHa B Tebsi! — I[pu 3THX coBax OrHerprBa 6pocusio B
»Kap, OH pacKphbLI poT, uToOBI 3acriopuTh, HO [lemnestolika He /lajia eMy U CJi0OBa
BCTaBUTh: — A Ternepb yOupalicas U [Jlali MHe OTAOXHYTh! — COHHO
npobopMoTasa OHa, omycKast 1oi00pofioK Ha nanku. — OOelliaro, YTo 3aBTpa XKe
Besito [lepoiiky v BesiorpyjoMmy NOKMHYTh Hallly TEPPUTOPHIO.

C sTymM C/0BaMM OHa 3akpbula I7asa, U He ycrnen OrHerpvB JOWTU 10
BbIXOZIa M3 TMAroOpOTHUKOB, Kak B rpoMkuii xpar Illep6atoii cHOBa BIIENOCH
caziKoe rocanbiBaHue Ilernesromku.



B cmsatenuu OrHerpuB BbIOpasicsi Ha monsHy. OH, pa3yMeeTcsi, 3HaJl, UTO
[Tecuanast Bypsi ¢ HeZJaBHUX MOP Pe3KO MepeMeHW/Ia CBOe OTHOIIEHHe K HEeMY,
YTO Ha CMeHy ObLIOW BpaXkAeOHOCTM U TPE3PeHHI0 IIPUIIIO HCKpPEHHee
YBO)KEHHWE W TIPUBSA3aHHOCTb... HO eMy H B TO/MOBYy He IPUXOAW/IO, UTO
30JI0THUCTAas1 KOIIIeUKa MOXKET MCIBIThIBAaTh K HEMY HEUTO ropaszio Oosbliiee, yem
TIPOCTO JIPYKOy!

B cnepyromii Mmur OrHerpuB BCIIOMHUJ, KaKOW HEXKHOCTBbIO CBETHJ/IMCH
3eneHble 11a3a [TecuaHoit Bypwu, Korma oHa BbUIM3bIBa/la €ro 000/jpaHHbIe Jiallbl,
U IIePCTh y HETO Ha CITMHEe 3allleBe/In/Iach OT KAaKOTO-TO IeMSIIero, HeBeJoMOro
TIPeJK/ie UyBCTBA.



['naBa XIV

B cnexpyrome HeCKOIbKO [HEW MepecoX/vd BCe pPyuybH Ha TePPUTOPUM
['po3oBoro rnjiemMeHu, ¥ Terepb 3a BOAOW IPUXOAWIOCH XOAUTH 3a Harpetbie
Kamny, K caMoy rpaHuLipl C PeuHbIM T71eMeHeM.

— Hukorza eiie He ObI7I0 Takoro jiera! — Bopuasna crapas KpuBynis. —
Becs jiec BbICOX, KaK IMOACTUJ/IKA Y HOBOPOXKJ€HHOIO!

OrHerpuB ycTaBu/cs B He0O, BbICMaTpuBasi XOTb MaJeiiiiiee 00/auko, U
MO/T4a MOJIWJI 3Be3/IHOe Ii1eMs [TI0CKOopee Moc/1aTh UM JOXKAb. 3acyXa 3acTas/sijia
['p030BBIX KOTOB MCKATh BOJy BCe /lajibIlle OT Jlarepsi U Bce OJiKe K TOMY MecCTy,
rae Ilenesnroiiika rnpsitana 6osbHbIX BOMHOB TeHeid. Kakzapiti eHb OrHerpus
Oosisicsi, UTO KakKoW-HUOyAb TIAaTpy/b HATKHETCS Ha OCTaBIIMeCs TaM ClieJbl
Oosie3HM W TIpUHeceT 3apa3y B Jarepb. B TO ke BpeMs, OH ObLI TOYTH
GnaromapeH 3acyxe 3a TO, uTO 3ab0ThI O BOJie TIOUTU He OCTaB/IsId eMy BpeMeHU
Ha TPeBOry o IpomnasiieM besbiiiie.

[JHeBHOU TaTpy/b TOJBKO YTO BEPHY/ICS B Jlarepb, U Ternepb benocHexka
creliHO cobupasia cTapelIIMH U KOPOJeB, UTOObI BECTU WX HAIUTHCS K peke.
CrapyKu NpsTaavch B KPOLLIEYHOU TeHU Ha Kparo MOJISHBI.

— 3a uTo 3Be3[HOe IuleMsl HacbllaeT Ha HAC 3Ty 3aCyXy? — CKpUIIes
Be3yx. IloiiMaB Ha cebe ero kocoii B3risj, OrHerpuB cpa3y BCIIOMHUJ, UTO
BOPUWIMBBIM CTapHK Y’Ke JJaBHO TpeAyIpesKjas CayllaTesaei 0 TOM, 4To 3Be3Hoe
IJIeMsl HelIpeMeHHO MoKapaeT UX 3a HapyllleHue CBALeHHOI0 puTyasa, KOTOPbIM
COTIPOBOXK/]a/I0Ch W30paHKe HOBOTO TJialiarasl.

— MeHs TpeBOXUT He 3acyxa, — IpoKapKasia Kpusyiis.

— XyJKe BCero 1o, 4TO B jleCy CTaJ/Io MOJIHBIM-TIONHO [IByHOorux! Hukorza
elje s He CJIblllaja CTOJLKO IPOX0Ta, Kak Terneps! OHU pacryruBarOT AU4Ub, OHU
BbITANTHIBAIOT HALllM [OTPaHUYHbIe METKU U 3aIIyLUarT UX CBOUMHU MeP3KHMU
3artaxamu! Xopoiiio 6b1 I0K/Ib pa3orHasi ux!

— U vero um He CUAMUTCSA Ha CBOeu 3emsie? — 3akuBana Jlockyr. — Ha
npouuioM CoBeTe cTapvkyd U3 PeuHOro msiemeHu roBOpuU/IM MHe, YTO B 3THU
3enenble JIucTbsi Ha Gepery ctaso ropa3go Oosbille [IByHOTHMX, ueM paHbliiie!
OHHU faxke pasBOJAT OTOHb, BOT 10 Yero AoKaTuiauch! CTpaiiHo rnoaymarb, 4To
OHU MOIYT YCTPOWTh CBOMMM KOCTpaM{, B Takyr-To >kapy! C yma OHU
TOCXOJWJ/IY, BOT YTO 5 BaM CKaxy!

— A s OGecriokotock o CuHerna3ke! — HerpoMKO BCTaBUJIA
['opHOocTarika. — beJHs)KKa BbIKapMJIMBaeT Cpa3y TPOUWX, 3HAUUT, U BOJbI eu
HY)KHO 0oJibIlie, ueM BCeM Ham!



Ho nobpatbcst o peky 1 06paTHO, 3T0 X 1esoe nyTeliectBre! OHa boutcs
HaZIONT0 OCTaB/sTh CBOMX JIeTOK Oe3 mpucMotpa. Ho Beib eciu oHa He OyzeT
KaK CJiefyeT IUThb, Y Hee MPOoriazieT MOJIOKO, ¥ KOTATa YMPYT C TOOAY. ..

— W 3naromeiike ToXe HecnaAKo, — ToAJep»kan KoposieBy JIOCKyT. —
OrHerpyMB 3aMeTwI, YTO JIML|0 CTapuka I[IOMpauyHesio, HO TYyT JKe
pasmiaguaocb. — A 4UTO eC/M KaK[blii U3 HaC CMOUYUT B BOJE KYCOK Mxa?
IIprHeceM MOX KOpoOJieBaM, IyCTb BbUIM3bIBAIOT BJIary? — MpeJjIoxKuil OH.

— OtmuuHo npuayMaHo! — obpazioBascst OrHerpus. M moyemy OH cam He
J0yMaJICsl 0 TAKOU MPOCTOM BellU? YK He MOTOMY JIU, UTO B TIOC/Ie[iHee BpeMs
n3beraer BooOIle AymMaTb O [IeTCKOM, a B ocobeHHOCTH 00 OfHOM U3 ee
obuTtareneii?! — Tbl CMOJKeIllb CZiesiaTh 3TO y>Ke cerofHsi, JIockyT?

YepHo-6enbiii CTapyK yTBEPAUTETEHO KUBHYIL

— MBeI Bce npuHeceM Mo KyCcouky! — pervsa ['opHOCTakKa.

— Cnacubo! — ¢ 6narofjapHOCTBIO TTIOCMOTpesT Ha Hee OrHerpuB. U TyT oH
BCIIOMHU 0 besbiiiie, u cep/iije ero ckanoch oT Tocku. Kak obpazoBancs Obl
opy’keHocell BO3MOXXHOCTH TioMoub ctapukam! OH Bcerga OblT 0COOEHHO
TIpUBSi3aH K CTapeWIvHaM, JiFoOWI 10 BeuepaM 3abpaThCsi K HUM B TIellepy,
MOC/IylIaTh CTApUKOBCKME MCTOPWU, a TOPOM W TIOY)KMHAaTb BMeCTe C HUMM.
Yrobbl He paccTpauBathcsi, OrHerpuB 3ampeTun cebe AymMaTb O TOM, YTO
CTapelIINHbI, TIOX0)Ke, TOYTH He 3aMeTWIM UCUe3HOBeHUs 0e/l0CHEeKHOTO
opyeHocLia. Heyxxenu Bo BceM 1jieMeHU OWH JUlllb OTHerpyMB Bepusl B TO, UTO
Besnbiil nipuxuseTcs B jiecy? OH cepAuTo MoLeBesv/I yIaMu.

BosmoxHo, CuHss 3Be3a rpasa, ¥ besbliil MoCTynu/a rpaBUuibHO, TOKUHYB
narepb... Ho kro ™Mor mogymaTb, uto OrHerpuB OyneT TaK MYUYUTeTbHO
TOCKOBaTh o Hemy?! OH o6epHysicsi U OKIMKHY/ [lecuanyto bypto u Byporo,
KOTOpbIe OT/IeXUBaJIMCh B TEHUCTBIX 3apOC/sAX KparuvBbl, OTAbIXasg I[0C/e
NaTpy/MpoBaHUs. YC/IbllllaB TPU3bIB IvlallaTasl, KOTbl IMOC/AYIUHO BCKOUW/IM M
no/10eXkaii K HeMy.

— Bbl He mormu Obl mipoBoAUTh be3yxa M OCTalbHBIX? — CIIPOCHI
OrnerpuB. — KT0 3HaeT, Kak 6/IM3KO K peKe UM TPU/IeTCsl CITYCTUTHCS B TIOMCKAX
BO/IbI, K TOMY >Ke s XOuy UTOOBI KTO-TO 3alllUTU/ UX B Cy4yae CTOJKHOBEHUS C
natpyseM PeuHoro ruiemMeHu. — I[lomennuB, oH gobaBui: — $1 3Har0, UTO BbI
OueHb YyCTa/id, HO BCe BOWHBI TPEHUPYIOT CBOUX YUEHUKOB, a Mbl C bypaHom
[IOJDKHBI OCTaTbCs OXPAHATH Jlarephb.

— KoHeuHo! — nierko cornacusics Byppiit.

— 41 coBceM He ycrana! — dbipkHy/a ITecuaHas bypsi, He cBojisi 3e/leHbIX
I/1a3 C [iariaras.

OrHerpMB MrHOBEHHO BCIIOMHW/ HefaBHue «yioBa [lenentomiky u
TI04YYBCTBOBAJI pe/iaTe/IbCKy0 APOXKb B Jlarax.



— Hy... OtmuHo! — HeoXHJaHHO TPOMKO BOCK/JMKHY/I OH U, UTOOBI
CrIipsiTaTh IVla3a, TIPUHSICS CaM03aOBeHHO BBUIM3bIBAaThL TPYAKY. bBypbiid
TIOIIIeBE/IU/T  YCaMM, TIpsiya yablOKy, a OrHerpuB, 3aMeTHB 3TO, MPUHSICS
BBUIM3bIBAThCS C ellle OO0/bIINM 0CTepBeHEeHUEM.

OH ucnbiTan Hacrosiiee obneryeHye, Korjja MajleHbKUM OTpSifi CKPBUICS B
MariopoTHUKAax W TMoJisiHa omycTena. bypaH omAte cugen B neulepe y CuHen
3Be3apl. CuHeryia3ka M 3/1aTollerKa MNpATaauCch OT 3HOA B JIeTCKOW BMeCTe CO
CBOUMHU KOoTsTamu. OTHerpuMB BCIIOMHW/I, UTO B TIOC/Ie[HME [HU CbiH KorTs,
CIIOTBHIKAsACh Ha HeTBepbIX Jlanax, 4yacTo T'Y/sA/l [0 Jlarepio B COMPOBOXKIEHUU
cBoeri Marepu. IIpu Buge koreHKa OrHerpuvB KaXK[blM pa3 OTBOAWI I[Via3a,
HaCTOPOKEHHO CJie[id 3a TeM, KaK MaJibIll HauhHaeT MOTUXOHbKY BKJ/IFOUATbCS B
JKU3HBb TIJIEMEeHU.

Ho ceituac, nMpUCyIIMBasiCh K MIYKaHbIO KOTST B JeTCKOU, OrHerpuB Aymart
TONMBKO O TOM, UTO OefHsira OyzneT romoziarh, eCU ero MaTb HeMeZJIeHHO He
TIOJIyYUT ZIOCTAaTOUHO MUThs. XOpOIIo ObI KOTaM He TPHIIUIOCh UATH K CaMOu
peke! OH Tipe/|CTaBU/I BepeHUI]y CTAapDUKOB U KOpOJIeB, OpeAyIuxX B BBICOKOU
TpaBe, YBU/ e/, KaK CBepPKaeT Ha COJIHLIe 30/I0TUCTas wwepcTh [lecuanou bypu, u
HEBOJIbHO B3/IpOTHYJI, BCTIOMHMB O 00JIbHBIX KOTaX U3 ruieMeHH TeHelt. Uto eciu
[TementoIlika Tak ¥ He OTIIpaBW/a UX 0OpaTHO, U OHU TIO-TIPEXKHEMY MPSUYTCS
110/], KOpHsIMU y6a?!

OrHerpuB COZIPOTHYJ/ICSI U CO BCeX jianl KUHYJICSA Ha monsHy Ilepbaroit. Y
camMoro BXoZila OH efBa He cbun c Hor [lementoIiKy, XpOMarIlyl K
raropoTHUKaM. — YTo 3To ¢ ToO0M? — Becesio BOCKIMKHY/A OHa, HO, 3ar/isiHyB
B MpauHoe L0 OrHerpvBa, MCHOBEHHO I0Cepbe3Heria.

— Tbl nepenana Ilepeiiky v benorpygomy, 4to OHU JO/DKHBI YUTH? —
pe3ko cripocu OrHerpus.

— Ornartb Tl 00 3TOM?! — oTMaxHYysach [lernestolika.

— ThI yBepeHa, 4YTO OHU yLLIU?

— Onu ofemanu yiuTu B Ty >Ke HOub, — OypkHyna I[lemestoiiika,
BbI3bIBalOII[e T7IsI/IsI Ha I/1alliaTtasi CBOMMU KPYT/IbIMU TO/TyObIMU T7Ia3KaMH.

— W He ocraBwiu mocie ce0s HUKAKOTO 3araxa 3apa3bl? — He
ycriokauBasicst OTHerpus.

— Tlocnymmau! — B3opBanack Ilenentorika. — I cka3ana UM yWUTH, U OHU
noo0erriany, uro yhuayt! Bece! Y MeHs1 HeT BpeMeHHM Ha IIyIIOCTH, TIOHSAN? MHe
HY’>KHO YCIleTb coOpaTh SIr0/ibl, IOKAa UX He MOKJ/eBa/nd NTHUIlbl. Ec/i Thl MHe He
BepUIllb, MOV Y TTIPOBEPb CaM, IMOHATHO?

Co croponsbi nietiepsl LepbaToii moc/yiiianoch rpo3HOe phluaHue.

O#, Oonryiika! XBaTuT uecath si3bIk! HemenyieHHO oOTmpaBnsiiics 3a



arogamu!

— TIIpoctu, Illepbarasi! — obepHyBIIMCh, KpUKHYy/na [lememtoiika. — $1
pasroBapvBana € OrHerpyBomM! — TpPOMKO IOICHM/IA OHa U OCYyXXZJarole
TOCMOTpeJia Ha ryaiiarasi, koraa Lllepbarasi cHoBa 3aopajia U3 CBOEro YKpbITUS:

— Tak ckaxku emy, uT00 HemMe/IJIeHHO TIPeKpaTU/l TPaTUTh TBOE BPeMsl, eC/U
He XoueT UMeThb fiefo co MHou! Y Tlenmentomku o6BUC/IU ycbl, U OrHerpuB
TIOYYBCTBOBAJ Ce0si BUHOBAThIM.

— W3BuHH, [Tenemomika. He gymait, uto s Tebe He goBepsito! TIpocTo 1...

— TIpocTo ThI BOpU/IMBBLIN CTapbiii OapCcyk! — 3aKOHUM/IA OHAa U JIACKOBO
6omHyna Apyra B miedo. — My ¥ cam TIpoBepsh Tieltiepy ToJ, KOPHSMU, MOXET,
TOTZ@ YCIIOKOUIIBbCA! — C 3TUMU C/I0BaMU OHA OTOLIA OT Hero U rnoxpomasa K
BBIXO/y U3 Jlarepsl.

[Tenesntoriika 6bisia ipaBa! OrHETPUB M CaM TIOHSI, UTO YCIIOKOUTCSI TOJTBKO
TOr/ia, KOTZIa IMYHO 00c/e[yeT KOpHU CcTaporo Ayba u ybeaAuTbCsi B TOM, UTO TaM
Oosibllle HET HU KOTOB, HU uX Oosie3Hn. Ho OH He Mor MouTH TpsiMO celiyac,
Be/lb, KpOMe HUX C bBbypaHom, B jlarepe He 0CTa/lioOCb HU OJHOro BouHa! Y
OrHerpuBa Jaxe LIepCTb 3ayecajiacb OT TPEBOTU U OTYassHUA. BepHyBIIMCH K
Bricokout Ckasie, OH yBU/e/1 Harpas/sroLerocs K Hemy bypana.

— ThlI y>Ke IPUHSAJ pellleHre HacueT YTPeHHero naTpysis? — OK/IUKHYJ ero
GeToCHEe)KHBIN BOMH.

— Mymato, BeTporon Bo3bsMeT ¢ coboit Kuctouky u Llaparky, — oTo3Bascs
OrHerpus, 0CTaHaB/IUBAsACh.

— Xopo1uasi MbICJ/Ib, — pacCesiHHO 0TBeTW1 bypaH, u Oruerpus noHsjI, 4YTo
MBIC/TU CTapIIIero BOMHA 3aHSThl ueM-TO Apyrum. — CKaxku, He Morvia 6bl Most
BecHsiHKa TTIOMTH C HUMHU? — crIpocun oH. — Eii OyaeT nonesHo. f...q 1aBHO He
3aHUMaJICSl C Hel, — MPU3HAJICSA OH, JepHYB YXOM. OrHerpuB BCIIOMHWJ/I, UTO
OenoCHeXXHbI BOMH KaXK/Ibli /leHb Bce Oosibllle BpemMeHU TpoBoAuT ¢ CuHel
3Be3noii. Heyxemu Bypan GouTtcsi Hazfionro ocTaBisATh ee ofHy? Omacaercs
HeoO/lyMaHHBIX pellleHri TIPeJBOJUTe/NbHULbI? OrHErpuB BCTPEBOXKUIICS U TYT
e, K COOCTBEHHOMY CThIly, [TOUYBCTBOBAJI OrPOMHOe obierueHue.

Kak xopoliio, uTo B3pOC/bIA BOMH — CaMblid CUJIbHBIA U YBakaeMbId B
TJIeMeHu! — pa3zensieT ero TpeBOry 3a NoMpadeHHbIM pa3yM CuHel 3Be3/bl.

— KoneuHo! — kuBHy/n OH. bypaH ycesca Bo3zne ryamiarasg U OKUHYJ
B30POM IIOJISIHY.

— YTo0-TO TUXO CceroaHs!

— Ilecuanas Byps u Bypbivi oBeny CTapuKOB M KOpPO/eB K peke. JIOCKyT
Tpe/IJIOKW/I HarvTaTbh BOAOW KYCOUKM Mxa U TipuHecTd ux CHHeryiaske CO
3/1aTOLLEeHKOM.

— Bo3MoxHO, oHM ocTaBaT HemHOro st CrvHed 3Be3bl, — KHBHYII



bypan. — Cpaetrcs MHe, OHa He XO4yeT IIOKMJATh Jiarepb, — BOMH CJlerka
TIOHU3UJI rosioc. — Kaxkjoe yTpo OHa C/IM3bIBaeT POCY C JIMCTbEB, HO B TaKyrO
)Kapy 3THUM pa3Be HarbelllbCsi! OrHerpyBa CJIOBHO BOJIOM OKaTUIIN.

— Ho Ha pgHSX MHe IOKa3ajioCh, UTO el CTajJi0 HamMHOro Jyuile! —
nipobopMoOTas OH.

— C KaXJbIM [JHEM el CTAaHOBUTCA Jiyullle, — 3aBepu/a bypaH. — U Tem He
MeHee oHa Bce eirle... — OH obopBan cebsi U 3amosuan. OrHerpuBa MoTpsicjia
ero MpayHOCTb, HO OH He CTaJl TepecrpaliuBaTth — Bce Ob1I0 SICHO 6e3 C/ioB.

— {1 moHumaro, — ripoiuernras oH. — Korga JIOCKyT BepHeTCs, TONpoILLy y
Hero KyCcouek Mxa.

— Cnacubo, — BypaH, colypuBiInchk, mocMoTpen Ha OrHerpuBa. — Thbl
OTJIMYHO CTIPaBJIsiellibCsl, — Of00pUTeTbHO KUBHYJI OH.

— YTO THI MMeeLlb B BUAY? — BBINIPIMU/ICA OTrHErpus.

— Tbl xopomumii rnamatal. $1 moHuMmato, kak Tebe He mpocto. CHauana
Cunsas 3Be3za... A Teriepb emje 3Ta 3acyxa. I Bce ke, mo-mM0emy, HUKTO B
IJIeMeHU He CTaHeT CropuTtb C TeM, yto CuHAg 3Be3ja He MoIvia CZesaTb
nyuiiiero BeiOopa.

«Hukro B iiemenu! Kpome Yacrtokona, /lpiMa, ¥ TOJIOBUHBI CTapeMILInH!»
— wMpauHo mnoayman OrHerpuB, HO TYT JKe TIOHS, UTO BefeT ceO0st
HEeNpOCTUTe/NbHO Tpybo, U ¢ 67aroflapHOCThI0 TIOCMOTpPen Ha 0e/l0CHEeKHOTO
BOWHa.

— Cnacubo, BypaH, — TpoMyp/iblKal OH, TIOJbIIEHHBIM BBICOKON
TOXBa/JION 3TOTO MYyJpOro u 67aropofiHOr0 KOTa, Ube MHEHWe 3HauujIo He
MeHblile, yeM MHeHHe camor CrHel 3Be3/bl.

— 3Haii, 5 oueHb COUYBCTBYIO Tebe 10 ToBoAy benbiiia, — MSTKO CKa3zan
Bypan. — ITonumato, kak Tebe Tspkesio. Kak Ob1 TaM HU ObLI0, BbI C HUM OJTHOM
KpoBU. PoXKJjeHHbIe B IJleMeHU BOCIIPMHUMAIOT CBOe POJCTBO KaK JO0J/DKHO, HO
Tbl — TbI Jpyroe Jieo.

OrHerpuB CMyTHJICS, IOPa)KeHHbIM TTPOHULIATE/IBHOCTBIO bypaHa.

— Jla, — HeyBepeHHO CKa3ajl OH. — {1 [JelWCTBUTEIbHO OYeHb TOCKYO I10
HeMy. Ho He TONBKO 1OTOMY, UTO OH MOW POACTBEHHUK! f BeJib MOUTH MOBEPUII
B TO, UTO OH CMOXeT CTaTb OTJIMYHbIM BOMHOM! — OH HCKOCa MOCMOTpes Ha
BypaHa, TIOYTM He COMHeBasiCb B TOM, UTO TOT Oy/ZileT BO3pakaThb, HO, K €ro
yAuB/IeHUIO0, 6e/10CHeXXHbIN BOUH JIUILb COTVIACHO KUBHYII.

— OH ObUT XOpOIIMM OXOTHUKOM W XODOIIMM [JPYTOM [JJisl JPYTUX
opykeHoclieB, — TioATBepAua bypan. — Ho, Buzimo, 3Be3aHoe mieMs n30pasio
eMy VHYIO y4acTb.

S He 1enMTenb W He yMel TIOHMMaTh 3Be3dbl, Kak Lllepbarasi c
[TeriesrolIKOM, HO 51 BCerja JOBepsil 3Be3[HbIM MpeJKaM U C pafloCTbI0 TIPUMY



BCe, YTO OHU YIrOTOBWJ/IA HAllleMy IIJIeMeHH.

«I mo3ToMy TBI — camblii BelMKUM W OaropoJHbIi BOWH Halllero
rieMeHu!» — nogyman OrHerpmB, BOCXUILEHHBIN ero MpeJjaHHOCTbI0 BOMHCKOM
yeCcTU W 3akOHaM Jjoira. Eciv Obl Benbilll XOTh Ha OAWH YCUK pa3fessii
y6exxzienrsi bBypaHa, BO3MO)KHO, Bce ObLI0 ObI Terepb COBCEM MHAYe. ..

CrpeMuUTeNIbHBIM LIOPOX KAaMYIIKOB 3a MAarlOPOTHUKOBOM CTEHOMW Jiareps
3aCTaBWI KOTOB TIOACKOYMTb OT HeOXWAaHHOCTU. OrHerpuB CO Bcex Jarl
Opocusicsi K BXOAy B Jiarepb. ['OpHOCTalika U Apyrve KOTbl HeCJMCh BHU3 TIO
CK/JIOHY XO/IMa, TIOAHWMasi Tyuu rpsisi U nbutd. LllepcTtb ux crosisa AbiboM,
BbITapallleHHbIe I71a3a TOPesIy.

— [ByHorue! — 3ajpixasichb, KpUKHY/a [OpHOCTaliKa, epBoii 100paBIIICh
[10 TIOJHOXKUS.

OrnHerpvB MOAHSI TOJIOBY M MOCMOTpeJ HaBepX, rae Bypeii ¢ IlecuaHou
Bypeii momoranu ctapykam repebuparbcsi ¢ KaMHsSI Ha KaMeHb.

— Bce B nopsgke! — kpukHysna csepxy Ilecuanass bypsa. — Mel oT HUX
ybexxamu! Korga Bce 6/7arononyyHo CHyCTH/IMCh BHU3, Bypeiii mogbexan K
OrHerpuBy 4, UCIIYTaHHO 3alTMHAasICh, COOOIIIWIT:

— M1 BCcTpeTuu rpyniy mMonozbix [JIsyHorux! OHU MorHaavch 3a Hamu!
Y OrHerpuBa I11epcTh TOJHSIACH AbIOOM, a CTOJIUBIIMECS BOKPYT KOThI B
y>Kace 3aro10CUIu.

— Bce uenbl 1 HeBpeiuMbI? — ObICTPO cripocun oH. [lecuanass Byps
oOBesa rja3aMu OTpsi/i ¥ KUBHY/IA.

— OtmuHo, — OrHerpuB Habpan B rpyAp TMobosbliie BO3Ayxa U
BbIJOXHYJ/I, TBITaACh YCIIOKOUTbCA. — ['je Bbl BCTpeTWId 3TUX [IByHOrux?
OkoJio peku?

— Her, mb1 gaxe g0 Harpeteix KamHel He ycriend JOWTH! — MOsICHWIIA
ITecuanass byps. OHa yXe yCIIOKOW/IaCh, BOCCTAHOBMU/A [bIXaHWe, U Telepb
3e/IeHble I71a3a ee MeTanu MojaHUU. — OHU 6pojuiyM Mo Jjiecy, a He M0 CBOUM

0o0bluHbIM TpakTam! OrHErpyMB yCWIMe€M BOJIA 3aCTaBWl cebsi BBIT/ISIETh
CTIOKOMHO. [IByHOTHEe oueHb peiIko 3abupauch Tak ryoboko B yariy!

— 3HauuT, TPUAETCS OTIOKUTh TOX0J 3a BOJOW [0 HaCTYIUIeHUs
TE€MHOTBI, — T'POMKO OOBSIBU/T OH.

— [Hymaeliib, K TOMy BpeMeHU OHU YOepyTCs BOCBOSICU? — eJjie CJIBIIIHO
npockpunena Kpusyssi.

— C Kakou CTaTh UM OCTaBaTbCsi? — BOIMPOCOM Ha BOMPOC OTBETHUJI
OrHerpuB, mpsiua CBOM COMHeHUs. KTo 3HaeT, uto B30pe/ieT B TO/MIOBy 3THUM
JByHOrum?

— Ho kak e CwuHernaz3ka UM 3aTollieiika? —  BCIOJIOIIUIACH

T'opHOCTaiika. — VM Bofia Hy»KHa 60/1blile, YeM OCTa/TbHbIM!



— /[laBaiiTe s Cx0XKy U pa3goOysy HEMHOTO BOJbl! — TIpe/ioKUIa
[lecuanas byps.

— Het! — otpesan OrnerpuB. — {1 mougy! — Ilo gopore 3a BomoW OH
CMOXeT T0C/e/joBaTh CoBeTy [lemenomiku U JMYHO yOeauTbcs, ybpanuch i
BoMHBI TeHel u3-1of KopHel craporo ayb6a. OH repeBen r1a3a Ha IlecuaHyto
bypro: — A Tbl ocTaHelbCsd 37ecCb. BcTaHb Ha BeplIvHe XOaMa U C/lefu, He
nokaxxyrcs i [IpyHorue! — Ilpu 3TuX c/ioBax KpuBysisg UCIyraHHO OXHYJ/Ia, U
Orserpus nocriemms yCroKOUTb CTapyxy: — f He COMHeBaroCh, UTO OHU yIIu!
Ho BceMm Oyziet criokoiiHee, ecu [lecuanast Bypsi mocTtout Ha cTpaxe.

3ar/siHyB B CBepKaloIlye U3yMpPYAHbIe [1a3a PbDKeW KOIIKW, OH MOHSI, UTO
TIPUHSJT BEPHOE pelLlieHue.

— §1 noiiny c Toboii! — Bbi3Basicst bypeiil. OrHerpuB nokadas rosoBoi. OH
TBEP/IO PEIIU/ OTIIPaBUTHLCS B OAMHOUKY, UTOOBI HUKTO B Jlarepe He y3Ha/l O He
TIPOIIIeHHOM 106poTe riymoi [TemnesoniKy.

— Thl ocTaHembCs B arepe U Oyzielilb OXpaHATh €ro BMecTe ¢ bypaHom, —
TOSICHWI OH MajieBOMY KOTY. — A celuac otrpas/sivcs npsaMo K CuHel 3Be3je U
JONIOXU et 060 BceM, UTO C BaMU TPOM30IILI0. S MOCTapatoch BEPHYTHCS Kak
MOKHO ObicTpee. CHauasa Ha/l0 HarOUTb KOPMSIIMX KOPOJIeB, a OCTa/IbHbIM
TIPUZIETCH TTOTepIieTh JoBeuepa!

Bmecre ¢ Ilecuanout bypeir OH Tmosie3 Ha BepIIMHY XO0JIMa, TO U [eJI0
OCTaHaB/MBAsICh, UYTOOBI MPHHIOXAaTbCsA. K cyacThio, [IByHOTMMHM 371eCh TIOKa He
TaxJio.

— Bbyzap octopoken! — mpomuenrana [Tecuanas byps, korga OrHerpus yxe
cobupa’icsi HbIDHYTh B JieC.

OH J1aCKOBO JIM3HYJI ee MeX/y YLLIaMHU.

— OGei111aro, — THXO TIpoIiiernTan oH. Ha ojHO /jo/iroe MrHOBeHUe 3e/leHble
rJla3a BCTPETWIWCh C JAPYTMMU — TakKMMM JKe 3eJleHbIMHU, a noToM OrHerpus
pe3Ko pasBepHY/ICSd M OCTOPOKHO BCTynwi1 B Jec. Hactopoxus yum u
TPUOTKPBIB POT, OH TONIES MO CaMOW TOJICTOW TpaBe, BeCb MPEBPaTUBLINCH B
oOOHsiHMe U CayX, uToObl He TMPOMYyCTUTh Masieliliero ciaefa OKM3KOTO
npucyTcTBUs [ByHorux. OfHako fonaroe BpeMs BCe 0CTaBaloCh CIIOKOMHO.

HeecTtecTBeHHBIN 3arax [IByHOTrMX, a U TOT y»Ke BbIJOXIIWAUCS, OH y4ysi,
TOJTBKO TT0f10k/s1 6/m3k0 K HarpeTbim KamHsim.

OruerpuB 1o0Opes uepe3 JieC K OOpBIBY, T0J, KOTOPLIM TpOTeKana peka,
pa3gensiBiiass PeuHoe u I'po3oBoe muiemsi. OrnsifbiBasiCk B TIOMCKaxX PeyHOro
TaTpy/isi, OH HEBOJILHO TI0MMa cebst Ha TOM, UTO C Ha/le)KJI0M BLICMAaTPUBAET, He
MeJIbKHeT /I BJja/iv 3HakoMasi cepasi rofioBa Kpytoboka. Ho B 3HOMHOM JyxoTe
neca He ObLIO HU C/efla, HY 3araxa HUKakux KOToB. UTo X, HeT xyga 6e3 mobpa
— crano ObITb, OH CMOXeT 0e30 BCSKOW Orackd HaMouuTh Mox B peke! Ho



CHayasia c/ieflyeT MPOBepUTh HOPY Mo, AyHoMm.

OrHerpuB HarpaBW/ICA K TpaHULie, OCTAHAB/IUBAsACh y KaXK[Oro [epeBa,
yTOObI OCBEXUTh MOTpaHWYHbIe MeTKU. [lake 37eCh, y CaMOU BOJbI, JieC yxe
TIOTepsi/I CBOD OOBIYHYIO CBEXeCTb, a JIUCTBA BbITVIs/ieNa TTOXKYX/JI0U U BSJIOMN.
Uepe3 Kakoe-TO BpeMsi BIiepe/id TI0Ka3asicsi OTPOMHbLIN /1y0, a, mopolias Gmke,
OrHerpuB yBHU/ie/l TEHUCTYHO HODPY, B KOTOPOU MpsiTaIuch O0bHbIE.

OH m1yboKo BAOXHYA U C obserueHueM repeBes AyX. 37I0BOHHBIN 3arax
Gosie3nu ncue3! O6pajoBaBiivich, OTHETPUB pelu ObICTPO OCMOTPETb HOPY.
[Mopotiast 6Ke, OH OCTOPOYKHO 3arvIsiHY/l BHYTPb, TIOTOM HU3KO MPUTHYJICS U,
BBITSIHYB L1I€F0, YCTaBUJICSI B TEMHBIM 3€B TIelepbl.

OH ycren JUllb UCTYraHHO OXHYTh, KOTJla Ha COMHY eMy OOpylluiach
KaKasi-TO TSPKeCTb, U UbU-TO KOT'TU TIOJIOCHY/IM ero 1o 6okaM. YKac U sipOCThb
3axJieCcTHy/M ero. OTHerpyB B3BbUI U OellleHO U3BEPHYJICS, ThITasiCb COPOCUTH
Hara/aslero, HoO 3TO 0KAa3a/JioCh He Tak-TO NpoCTo. OrHerpuB 3amep, OXXUZad,
YTO OCTpble KOTTHM BOT-BOT BOMBIOTCSI B ero 0OOKa, OJHAKO HEBUAUMbIiA
TIPOTUBHUK, XOTb U Jiep>Kajl ero Kperko, HO KOI'TU BbIITyCKaTh He crielui. bonee
TOTO, Jafnbl y Hero OKasa/lWChb MIMPOKMMM U Ha YAUB/IeHUe MATKUMU. B
C/IelyOLIMM MUT 3HAKOMBIW 3arax 3ailekoTasa Ho31pu OrHerpuBa — 3amax, yxke
TIPONTUTaHHbIN PeuHbIM TIJIeMeHeM, HO TIO-TIPe)KHeMY 3HAKOMBbIN U JIF0OMMBbI !

— KpyTo60k! — pasiocTHO BOCK/IMKHY/T OTHErpuB.

— $1 moxmymar, Thl HUKOTZIA He BbIOepellbCs MOBUATh MeHsi! — 3aypuarn
KpyTo0O0K, cripbirvBasi CO CIUHBI Apyra. Tonbko Terepb OTHErpuB TOHSLI, UTO
KpyTo0OOK HacKBO3b TIPOMOK B peKe W Jia)Ke yCIieJl HaMOUYUTb PbDKYIO 111€PCThb
OrHerpuBa. OH MOCIIEIIHO OTPSAXHY/ICA U W3YMJIEHHO YCTaBWJ/ICS Ha Ceporo
Apyra.

— Thl meperuibll peky?! — HenoBepuMBO MPOTSHY/A OH. Bce I'po3oBoe
TieMsi TIpeKpacHO 3Haso, uTo KpyToOok maHuyecku OOUTCS MOUWTH CBOIO
I'YCTYHO Cepylo LIepCTh.

KpyToO0OK OBICTPO OTPSIXHYJICS, U BOZA JIETKO OT/ieTesia OT ero JAJMHHOU
T'yCTOM 111ePCTU, KOTOpasi paHblile, KaK MOX, BIUTHIBa/a 00y Biary, a Terepb
cTasia GnecTsiiel U I1aZikol, KaK YTHUHbBIE TIepbsl.

— BrniaBb ropaszio GeicTpee, ueM 10 KaMeHHOM Ipsijle, — Kak HU B UeM He
ObiBasio nosiciun Kpytobok. — Kpome Toro, mosi 11epctb 6osblile He Habupaet
Boay! Jlymaro, 3TO BCe u3-3a pbiObl! BOT Tebe omHO M3 TIpeMMYIeCTB PbIOHOM
eTs!!

— Ha mou B3miaa, eguHcTBeHHOe! — cKkpuBwWiICca OTHerpuB, He MOHKMas,
KaK MOXKeT pe3Kuil 3amax pblObl CPABHUTHCS C HEXKHBIM, MYCKYCHBIM apOMaToM
necHou go006brumn?!

— OHa He Tak I7I0Xa, KOT/la TIpUBBIKHelllb, — GbIpKHYI KpyToOoK u



BeCeJsio TMOJMUTHYJI IPYTY. — A TbI OTJINYHO BBITVISIAUILIE!

— TbI TOXKE, — yABIOHYICS OTHErpUB.

— Hamm, korma BepHynuck ¢ CoBeTa, CKa3aid, UYTO Thl [0 CHUX MOP
OCTaellbCsl I/aliataeM ['po3oBoro raemMeHd, — 3amypibikan KpyTobok wu
ynbiOHYyCs. — Tak, 3HauuT, Tebs ellje He pa3Ka/oBa/vd B OPYKeHOCLIbI?

— Het, — ynbibHyncst OrHerpuB. — 1 Moka Ha MpeXXHeM MecTe.

— Hy pa? He unaue Cunsa 3Be3fa coBceM crissTwiaal — moggen fpyra
KpyTo0OoK.

OruHerpus MoxoJ/oze.

— Dii, B uem jfieno? — mipuiypuncs Kpytobok. OrHerpuB C y»acom

I[1OHAJT, 4TO CTaprﬁ APpyr C/IHUIIKOM XOpOommo 3HdeT ero, YyTOOBI He 3aMeTUTh
BHEe3aItHOU IrmepeMeHbI B €10 JIdIIe.

— §I mpocto morryTun! — HenoBko u3BUHWICS KpyTob6ok. — Hagerocs,
oHa B j00pom 37paBum?
— PasymeeTtcsi! — 6bicTpo ckaszan OrHerpuB. — [IpocTo oHa Gosblie He

ToXoXka Ha cebs1, mpeskHio10. .. C TeX cambIX 1op, Kak Korots...

— IJtoT S/103y6 O0JsIbIlIe He TIOSB/SICA? — HAaXMYPUJICS

KpyTo0OoK.

— Hu pa3y! — nokauasn rosioBoit OruerpuB. — W 3To HacToslillee cuacTbe!
He 3Hato, Kak noBeieT cebst CuHsis 3Be3/1a, eC/IM CHOBA YBUAUT ero!

— BeiliapamaeT emy r71a3a, 1 fieyio ¢ KoHI[oM! — ycmexHysics KpyTo6ok. —
CuHsis 3Be3/ia He 13 TaKUX, KOTO MOXXHO HaJ|0/Ir0 COUTH C Jiar!

«Kak OBl 51 xoTen, 4yToObl TaKk OHO W ObUIO!» — TPyCTHO TIOAyMall
OrHerpuB. 3arfisiHyB B JIOOOMBITHBIE KpPyI/ble T7a3a Kpyroboka, oH BApYT
IIOHSI/I, KakKol HeCOBITOUHOM MeuTol ObLI0 ero JskejaHue IIOAe/UThCS
COMHEHUSIMH CO CTapbiM Apyrom. Kpytobok 6bi1 BomHOM PeuHoro rieMeHu, a
rnamarar ['po30BbIX KOTOB He TPHCTA/O TMOCBSIIAThL Uy)Kaka B TOAPOOHOCTH
Gone3Hy cBoel TIpeBOAUTEBHUIEI. Kpome TOro, OH IOHS/I, UTO He TOTOB
paccka3atb KpyToboky make 06 mcuesHoBeHuu Besnbiiiia. MoxkeT ObITh, Korjia-
HUOYb TIOTOM, UyThb TMO3Ke... 3aueM TMOIyCTy TPEBOXKUTb CTApoOro Apyra,
KOTOPbIM BCe PaBHO HUUeM He MOXKeT 1omMoub? OnHako OrHerpuB 3Hasl, YTO 3TO
BCEro Jivillb OTroBopKa. [lofenuTbcsi ¢ pyroM eMy Meliiana ropgoctb. OH He
X0Tes1 ToBOpUTh KpyToOOKY, UTO BTOPOM pa3 MoTepries Heyjauy Kak HaCTaBHUK.
Cnauana Ileresntoltika, Teriepb — besibiil. ..

— Kak >xu3Hb B PeuHOM 1171IeMeHU? — CIPOCH/I OH, YTOObI CMEHUTD TEMY.

— IlouTu Takasi ke, Kak B I')po3oBOM, — mio)Kan rieuamMmu Kpyrobok. — U
KOTHI TTOUTH TakKue >ke. EcTb 00pble, eCcTh BOPU/IMBLIE, BCTPEUalOTCs 3abaBHbIe,
a HEeKOTOphIe MPOCTO... B 00611iem, KOThI KaK KOTbI, MOXKEIITb MHE TIOBEPHUTb.

OrHerpuB 3aBHCT/IMBO IMOCMOTpeJ Ha fpyra. KpyToOoK Ka3ascsi C/UIIKOM



CIIOKOWHBIM, C/IMIIKOM [JOBOJIbHBIM CBOeM HOBOW >XKU3HbIO. Pasymeercs, Befb
eMy He TIPUXOAUTCS HEeCTU Ha CBOMX ILIeyaxX I'Py3 OTBETCTBEHHOCTH, KOTOPBII
BBIHYK/JIeH ObI/T B3Ba/IUTh Ha ce0s1 HOBBIM Iviarataii I']po3oBoro riemenu! Kpome
Toro, roce yxona Kpyro6oka B PeuHoe misiemsi K ropeurd OrHerprBa Bce yaiiie
CTaJIo NpUMeIInBaThbCA pasapakeHre. OH Tak [0 KOHL[a U He CMOT IPUMHUPHUTHCSA
C TeM, UTO, BbIOMpas MeXAy KOTATaMH U Apy»x0o0#, KpyToboK BbIOpas cBOMX
JleTeH.

OrHerpuB NoneITasacs MPOrHaTb HEXOPOLle YyBCTBa.

— Kak TBOM KOTATa? — CIIPOCHUJI OH.

— Onu noTpsicatorue! — ropzo 3aypuan Kpytobok. — Muafiias, Kak /e
Karuii BOZBI T10X0XKa Ha MaTb — Takas )Ke KpacaBulja, a yX xapakrep! OnHa
JIOCTaBJIsSIeT Kyuy XJI0MOT CBOEM MpHeMHOUM MaTepy, HO BCe PaBHO BCe OT Hee 0e3
yma! OcobenHo Meteop. Crapmumii Topa3jo CIOKOWHee W BOOOIIe JIeTKo
[IOBO/IbCTBYETCS TeM, YTO UMeeT.

— Becsh B oT11a! — ¢bIpKHY OrHETrpuB.

— U Ttakoii ke kpacaBel! — 3acmesisicsi KpyTo6ok, 1 OTHerpvB HakoHell-
TO TIOYYBCTBOBA/I 3HAKOMYIO PafloCTh OT TOTO, UTO MPOCTO CUJUT U OOTaeT Co
CTapbIM JJpyTOM.

— $I ckyuaro 6e3 Tebsi, — CKa3as OH, He B CWJIaX CIPaBUTHLCS C COOOM.
Bosbliie Bcero Ha cBeTe OH XoTes, 4Tobbl KpyToOOK BepHYsICs B jlarepb, UTOObI
OHM CHOBAa OXOTHJ/IMChb U Cpaka/lUCh, KaK paHblile, T1e4oM K ruieuy! — Ilouemy
Thl He BO3BpalljaellbCs?

— $1 He MoOry OCTaBUTH CBOUX [leTel, — IOKauana rosioBoi KpyToOok.
OrHerpuB, KaK HU CTapa/iCs, He CMOI CIpsTaTb HeAO0BepuuBOro B3rsga. OH
IIPeKpPacHO 3HaJjl, YTO KOTAT BOCIIMTHIBAKOT KOPOJIeBbI, @ He OTLbl. 3ar/isiHyB B
ra3a fpyra, Kpyrobok BUHOBATO MOSICHUJT:

— Thl He Jymal, 3a HUMM yXaXMBarT Kak Hazgo! Pasymeercs, B PeuHom
TiJieMeHd OHU U 6e3 MeHst OyZlyT 3/0pOBbI U cuacT/uBhI! [le/io He CTO/IBKO B HUX,
CKOJIbLKO BO MHe. I TpOCTO He IepeHecy pasayKh C HUMU. OHU CJIMILKOM
HaroMHUHarT Mot CepebpsiHKY.

— ThI 10 CMX MOp TOCKYeIllb M0 Heu?

— 1 mobun ee, — npocto otBeTH KpyTOOOK.

OrHerpvB TIOUYBCTBOBa/l YKOJ PEBHOCTH, HO OBICTPO OMOMHUIICH,
BCIIOMHUB TOpeub, COTIPOBOXKAAOIIYIO KaXk/l0oe ero TMpoOysk[eHue Tocje Toro,
Kak BO CHe emy siBisieTcst [lectponucras. [Ipubau3uBIIMCh K APYTY, OH TOTepCst
HOCOM O ero IIeky. Y Hero HUKOrJa He ObUIO MOBOJ@ COMHEBAThLCSl B JIpy»KOe
Ceporo KoTa, W JiIllb 3Be3IHOMY T/IeMeHU U3BeCTHO, Kak Obul OH TioBes cebs,
okaxuch Ha Mecte Cepebpsinku Ilectpomucrasi. «Mnu [lecuanas Bypsa?» —
TIpoLLIeNnTaa TUXHUW F0JI0C B €ro Jyllle.



Ho B 3T0T MOMeHT KpyTOGOK C Tako¥ CU/ION TKHYJ ero HOCOM, UTO OH e/iBa
yZAep>Kasicsi Ha HOrax U MUTOM 1103a0bLT BCe TPeBOXKHBIE MBIC/IH.

— Beime ronoBy! — KpukHya KpyToOOK, C/IOBHO TIpOUYMTan MBIC/IA
OrnerpuBa. — TbI Befb IIIe/T CloJla BOBCe He 3a TeM, uTOObI MOBHIAaTh MeEHS,
BEpHO?

— 41... Hy, B 0011eM-To0... — pacrepsizicsi OTHerpus.

— ThI BBICMaTpUBa/l TyT KOTOB U3 TyieMeHU TeHeu, g yrajan?

— OTKyza Tbl PO HUX y3Ha/I? — OLLeJIOM/IEHHO CrIipocui OTHerpus.

— $1 otkygma y3Han? — uckpeHHe nopaswicsi Kpytobok. — [lo BoHW,
otkyza e erie?! KoTtel B ruieMenu TeHel ¥ Tak BOHSIIOT, Oy/Jib 3/[0pOB, a €CJ/I1
erle 3a60/1e10T — 3T0, 1 TeGe CKaxKy, BOOOIIle KoImap!

— Bebixoaut, Bce PeuHoe miemsi 3HaeT IpPO 3TUX KOTOB?! — BbIJABUI
OrHerpuB, xosiofiest OT y»kaca. CTpalllHO TIpe/iCTaBUTh, Kakasi Oypsi TO[HUMETCSI
B JleCcy, eCJiM COCeAu Y3HAKWT, uTo [po3oBoe IuieMsi BHOBb IpPefOCTaBUIIO
ybexxuilje BouHam TeHeid, /ia eiile 60/IbHBIM CMepTebHOM 60Jie3HbI0, TPO3SIlei
PacIipoCTPaHUTLCA T10 BCeMy Jiecy!

— Hackonbko 51 3Haw, HeT, — ycrokoun ero KpyTtobok. — Moxkellb
CKasaTh MHe criacubo — s Ao0wW/Icst pa3 pellleHHsi B OJUHOUKY MaTpy/JIMpOBaTh
3Ty 4aCTh I'PAHUILIBI.

JyMaro, OHU peLlinWId, UYTO s TOCKYX II0 [OMY, BOT M COIVIACWIUChb. A
MOJKeT, HaJIeroTCsl, UTO i, HaKOHell, BepHyCcbh B ['po3oBoe rminems, ecau Oyay
riovaiile 6ONTATHLCS B Jiecy.

— Ho TBI-TO C Kakoil CTaTW CTa/l TIOKpbIBaTb OO/NBbHBIX M3 TIJIEMEHHU
Tenel? — He noHsi1 OrHerpus.

— ¢1 Habpen Ha HUX cpa3y TOC/ie TOrO, KaK OHU TYT OUyTUIUCh, —
TeprienMBo TosicHua Kpyto6ok. — OHM CKa3zajid, 4TO UX TYT TIpsSueT cama
[Tenesrorika. S NpUKUHY/ U peLLnsI, YTO OHA JeJiaeT 3TO C TBOEro paspelleHusl.
Kpome Toro, 3T0 BIOJ/iHE B TBOEM /lyXe — T0)KaeTb 3TUX 0/10XacThIX AOXOZST U
TallkOM JIEUUTb UX OT BceX xBopeii! Y Tebst Bceryia Ob17I0 C/IUIIIKOM Ka/IOCT/IUBOE
cepaue!

— Ha camowm fiene, st BoBce He 00pazioBascs, KOTAa yBUJeN UX 37ieCh! —
ripu3Hasics OTHerpus.

— U TeM He MeHee 1103B0J1vJI [lenesrolike 0CTaBUTh UX.

— Hy pma, — B3goxuHyn OrHerpus.

— DOTa MasibliliIKa Bcerjla BepTesia TOOOM, Kak Xorena! — JlaCKOBO
ynbioHyscst KpyTobok. — Tem He MeHee OHU yOpauch BOCBOSICH.

— TbI yBepeH? — C HeBOJIbLHBIM ObnerueHuvem cripocun OrHerpuB. Emy
Obu10 MpuUsTHO, uTo [lernentolika, HECMOTPSI HU Ha UTO, CJiepKajia CBOe CJIOBO.

— Ilapy pHeli Ha3aj s Bufiesn C Toro Oepera, Kak KTO-TO W3 HHUX TyT



OXOTHJICS, HO C TeX TI0p UX CJIOBHO BETPOM CAYJIO!

— Bor u otmmuno! — B30xHYA OrHerpuB. CnoBa KpyToOoKa HeCKOJIBKO
YCIIOKOW/IU €T0, XOTS €My HeNpUSTHO ObLIO JymMaTb O TOM, UTO ellje ABa JHS
Ha3a/| OonbHBbIE HAXOAWIUCh Ha TepputopuM ['po3oBoro memenu. CuacTbe, UTO
OHU HU pa3y He HaTKHY/IMCh Ha ['PO30BBIX KOTOB, PEry/sipHO OTIIPaBJ/ISBILMXCSA 3a
BoZioM K peke! Ho Tenepsw, cyiaBa 3Be3AHOMY IJIEMEHU, BCe TPEBOTU OCTaMCh
nmo3azu, U I'po30oBbIM KoTaMm Oosbllle He Yrpo)kaeT OINACHOCTb TIOXBaTHUTh
6one3Hb!

— Cnymaii, — cka3an Kpyrto6ok. — Temepr MHe Haj0 uatH.
OTIIPaBWICS Ha OXOTy M ofelljas, 4YTO MO BO3BPAIeHUM I[103aHUMAKOCh C
OpPY’KeHOCLIaMH.

— ¥ 1ebst ecTb COOCTBEHHBIE OPY>KEeHOCIbI? — cripocusi OTHerpuB.

KpyToOOK CMOKOWMHO BbiZiepyKasl ero JitoOOMbITHBIN B3IVISI,

— Het. He pymaro, uto PeuHble KOTBI T'OTOBBI [OBEpUTH MHE CBOMX
KOTAT, — TUXO OTBeTWI OH, JepHyB ycamMy, U OTrHerpuB Tak U He IIOHI,
[iocanyeT OH U yCMeXaeTCsl.

— Kak-uubyap yBuanmMcs, — iienHyn KpyTobok u rotepcsi mo00pojKomM
0 weky Oruerpusa.

— O06s13aTenbHO, — oTBeTW/1 OTrHerpuB, UyBCTBYs, Kak Oe3ZioHHasi yepHasi
TIPOIacTb pa3Bep3aeTcs y Hero B Jylile.

KpyToOOK Ti0BepHy/csi, TOTOBbIM yiTu. [lectponucras, KpyToboK,
Benbimi... Heyxenu oH oOpeueH TepsiTb BCeX, K KOMY YCIeeT XOTb HEMHOTO
IIpYBA3aThCA?

— beperu cebst! — kpukHyn OrHerpus, mis/s, Kak KpyTobok mpobupaeTcsi
CKBO3b I'yLLy TTAalIOPOTHUKOB K PeKe.

Bot oH ocTaHOBuUICs y Gepera v yBepeHHO Boilies B BoAy. Ero imvpokue
IJIeYU BUHEIMCh CKBO3b TOJILY BOZbI, OH IJIbLI, pacceKasi BOJIHbI YBepEeHHbIMU,
Pa3MalllMCThIMU ABW)KEHUSIMU, OCTaBJIsis 3a COOO efie 3aMeTHBIM Crief. ..

OrHerpuB nomoras royioBoid. Eciu 661 oH MOT 0OTOPOCUTH BCe CBOM Oefibl U
revyasy C TaKoW ke JIeTKOCThIO, € Kakoi KpyToOOK CTpsixvBaeT peuHylo BOZy CO
cBoei 11yObi! OrHerpuB MoBepHY/ICS U TToOpes1 B Yallry.



I'naBa XV

OrHerpuB Talu/ B 3ybax TshKesbli KOMOK MOKporo mxa. Ilo mopore Bofa,
0oOM/IbHO Karaplliasi C MILUCTON T'yOKW, BbIMOUM/IA €My BCHO TPyAb U 3ajuia
riepeJiHUe Jarbl, HO U TOTO, YTO OCTAaj0Ch, ObLUIO BIOJHE JOCTAaTOYHO, UTOOBI
YTOMUTb XakAy 3natomeriki u CuHernasku. [lo KpaiiHeil Mepe, Terepb OHHU
CMOTYT CIIOKOMHO >K/]aTh, TIOKAa BeUepHUI MaTpy/ib IPUHECET UM HOBYHO TOPLIUIO
BO/IBI.

CosHLle Me/JIeHHO KaTW/IOCh 3a BepXYIIKU [lepeBbeB, U BCe TieMsi, Kak
BCer/la, BbICHINA/O Ha TMOJisiHY. BOMBIIMHCTBO y)Ke yCreso Moy)KuHaTb, U Telepb
KOThI TIPUBBIYHO BbUIM3BIBA/M JIPYT [IPYTa, €/iBa OTPBIBAsICh OT CBOETO 3aHSITHS,
yTOOBI TIOTIPUBETCTBOBATh BepHYBIIlerocs riaiiaras. OrHerpuB ObICTPO KUBHYI
Betporony, Kucrtouke u Ilapanke, coOGupaBLIMMCSI 3aCTylUTh B BeUepHUI
naTpy/ib.

YepHoOypka TeM BpeMeHeM coOupasa B TOXOJ 3a BO/ON HOBYHO TPYIITY
CTapelIIvH 1 KopoJieB. JKaxayIiye TONMUINCh Y TTI0BajieHHOTro Ay0a, U, IpoxXoas
MrMO, OTHerpUB CHOBA YC/IbIIIaa CKPUITy4Hii rosioc besyxa:

— Hapo gepkaThb yIIKy Ha MakyllKe W 30pKO CMOTPETh MO CTOpOHam! —
[TomonuaB, OH MHOTO3HAUUTE/ILHO CIPOCWI: — BuauTte 3Ty OTMeTHHY y MeHs
Ha yxe? OJTO OCTaBW/a MHe Ha mamsaTb coBa! Pa3boliHuija ymasa Ha MeHs
KaMHeM ¢ ynrctoro Heba! Ho Mo)keTe MHe TIOBEpHUTh, 51 TOXKe He OCTasics B JONTY
Y OCTaBUJ/I e Ha MaMsTh 3apyOKy 1o0osbIie, yem 31a!

OrHerpvB TIOHEMHOTY YCIIOKOW/ICS, TOTPY’KasiCb B TIPUBBIYHYIO CYeTy
BeyepHero Jarepsi. Pa3Be y Hero ectb MpUUMHBI Jjisi TPEBOTU? Bo/ibHBIE KOTHI
ylUUM, Kak U obeirjana [lemesntoilika, K TOMYy >k€ OH HAaKOHEI-TO TIOBU/A
KpyTto6oka! TIpOTUCHYBIIIMCH B [IeTCKYIO, OH OepPe’KHO OMYCTU/I MOKDbIN KOMOK
Mxa nepes 3naromeikor U CrHer1a3Kou.

— Cnacubo, OrHerpuB, — npoiiiernTtana CUHeraska.

— Tlocse y>kKvHa BaM TIpUHeCyT T1000JIbIle BO/bI, — T000elian OH, TVs/s,
KaK KOpOJIEBbI C >KaIHOCTbIO CJIM3bIBAIOT [IParolieHHYH0 Bjary C MYLIUCTOrO
KOMOUKa, W CTapaschb He oOpalljaTb BHUMaHWs Ha TOJIOfHbIE B3IJIsi[bl ChIHA
KorTsi. Marblill, He OTpbIBasiCb, CMOTpe/I, KaK €ro MaTb C CHUJIOM HaKMMaeT
10ZI00PO/IKOM Ha MOX, BbDKUMasl TIOC/IeJHUe KarleTbKy BO/bI.

— Cpa3sy nocne 3akara, Korjja [IByHorue ybepyTcsi u3 neca, YepHobypka
TIOBe/IeT CTapeuIlvH K peke, — fo6aBun OrHerpus.

— Haiuu ctapuky JaBHEHBKO He BBIXOAW/IW B JieC TIOC/Ie 3axo/ja coyHial —
00/1M3HYB T'yObl, 3aMeTU/1a 3/arolieiika.



— Cyaa no Bcemy, be3yxy TIpoCTo He TepnuTcsd HaBepCTarb
ynyuleHHoe! — ycMmexHysics OrHerpuB. — Celdac OH MOTYyeT BCeX »KeJIaroLnX
pacckasoM O KPOBOXKAJHOW COBe, KOTOpasi OXOTW/IAach Kak pa3 Bo3je Harperbix
KamHeix.

bennas Kpusysis yke esie AbIIIUT OT cTpaxal

— Hwuero, HeMHOro BOJIHEeHMSI TOWJET el Ha Mo/b3y! — 3acMesiach
Cunerna3ka. — Kak Obl s xoTesia moitu BMecte ¢ HumMu! CxBaTka C COBOM —
5TO UMEHHO TO, Yero MHe celyac He xBaraetr! — Tbl CKyuaellb M0 BOMHCKUM
tarotaM? —  youBWica  OrherpuB. CuHerna3ka BbIIVIsiZle/la  TaKOW
YMUPOTBOPEHHOM, B OKPY>KEHUHU CBOMX OBICTPO TO/PACTAIOLIUX KOTSAT, UTO €My
Y B TOJIOBY He MPUXOAUIO, YTO OHA MOXKeT TOCKOBATh T10 CBOEM TpeXXHeMN XKU3HU!

— A THI Obl He CKyuasJ, OKa)XMCh Ha MOeM MecTe? — OrpbI3HY/ach
KOpoJieBa.

— Ckyuasn 6b1, — ormelua oH. — Ho y Tebst ke eCTb TBOU KOTsATa!

CuHersiaska IoOBepHy/ia [OJIOBY M IIOCMOTpe/ia Ha CBOero KpOLIeYHOro
T10JI0CATOTO ChIHOUKA U Oe/I0CHEXKHYIO I0UKY, KOTOpasi TOJIbKO UTO CKaTU/Iach C
MaTepuHCKOro OOKa M CMeIHO Komolnwiack Ha 3emse. KoposeBa mopHsiia
MaJIbIIIIKY, Y/I0XKK/Ia repe] co0oii 1 1ackoBo obu3ana..

— Pa3ymeetcs1, y MeHs Teniepb eCTh JleTKU! — KHBHYJ1a oHa. — Ho nopoiu
MHe XOUYeTCs CHOBAa HOCUTLCS TI0 JieCy, MaTpPy/IMpOBaTh Halld TPaHULbl U
OXOTUTHCA 3a AUYbl0! — OHa CHOBa JIM3HYJIA [IOUKY U TipoluenTana: — Kay He

JIOXKIYCh, KOT/Ia CMOT'Y BII€pPBbI€ BLIBECTH B JIeC BCIO 3TY HEYTOMOHHYIO TPOUILLY !

— Cygs 1o BCeMy, TBOM KOTSITa BbIPACTyT TPEKPAaCHbIMU BOWHaMu! —
ropsiuo 3aBepu/ ee OrHerpuB, U Cep/lie ero MpOH3UTEe/NbHO CKaoCb. OH CHOBa
BCIIOMHUW/T TOT Jla/leKul 3UMHUU JleHb, Korja besbiin BriepBbie OTIPaBUWIICS Ha
OXOTy W TMOWMala CBOK TIepByX0 T0/eBKYy. [louTHUTe/NbHO TTOK/JIOHUBIIVCH
KOpOJieBaM, OH TMOBEPHYJICS, HO Y CaMOro BbIXOZa He yJepykajicd M MCKOCa
rnocmotpen Ha cbiHa Korts. UTO 3a BOMH MOMYy4YMTCS M3 3TOTO MOJIOCATOrO
KOTeHKa? KakyM OH CTaHeT, Korjia BbIpacTeT?

— IToka, — mipo6opMoTan OrHerpus, MMPOTUCKUBASICh HAPYXKY.

Co0/a3HUTe/IbHBIE 3aMaxXy CBEXXeW AWYM MaHW/M ero K IJIEMEeHHOH Kyue,
HO, TIPEXK/le UeM TIPUHSTBCS 3a Y>KUH, OH ZIOJDKEeH ObL/T TIOKOHUUTS ellle C OJHUM
nenoM. OTrHerpuB peIIMTe/IbHO TIOBEPHYJICS CIMHOM K efe W Tobexkan Ha
ToJisiHY, rae >xuna [llep6arasi.

Crapas 1je/MTe/IbHULIA PaCTSAHY/IaCh Ha 3eMJIe U HEXXW/IAach IO, TeryIbIMU
Aydamu 3axojsinero cosHia. Kak Bcerga, ee cBasisiBIIAsICS LIEPCTh BBIT/sea
JJaBHO He UMIIEeHHOW. YBHUJIeB [VialllaTasi, CTapyXa HeXOTs [MpUIOoHsIIA
110/100PO/IOK.

— IpuBet, OrHerpuB! — 3eBHysa oHa. — Yero Tkl 371€Ch 3a0bLT?



— Wy ITernenroiiky, — 4eCTHO OTBeTUJI OH.

— Yero Tebe Haz0? — pa3zpasncs 3BOHKUM rosioc [lemenmtoiiku, U cepas
KOIIIeUKa BbICYHYJIa I'OJIOBKY M3 CBOEr0 MallOpOTHUKOI'O IHe3/bIIIIKa.

— PasBe Tak c/ieyeT IIpUBeTCTBOBAThH CBOErO Iviallaras? — yCMeXHy/1ach
[Ilep6atas, 1 T71a3a ee OBOJILHO 3ab/ecTesu.

— $1 ero emje He Tak TIONPUBETCTBYIO, €Cid OH OyJeT MelllaTb MHe
cnatb! — orpei3Hynack [lemnesntoiiika, BbIOUpasich Ha 3eM/t0. — MHe KaXkeTcs, B
rocjieiHee BpeMsi OH peliw BO 4YTO Obl TO HU CTaJ0 JMILIUTh MeHs
3aC/Iy>KeHHOr0 OT/AbIxa!

— Bort kak? — npurtypunachk [llepbatasi. — A Hy-Ka, IpU3HaBaTeCh, UTO
Bbl TaM 3areBaete?

— YK He coOupaelllbcsi /4 Thl JOTpalllMBaTh CBOEro TIJaliaras? —
rogapasHuia ee Ilerestrorika.

— 41 3Haro, BbI UTO-TO CKpbIBaeTe! — mpoBopuasa crapyxa. — Ho g1 He B
obuze! ['MaBHOe, UTO MOsi yueHUI]a HaKOHeI[-TO Tipuiiuia B cebsi! BoT 3To0 MHe 110
Ayllle, TIOTOMY UTO KakKOM TPOK OT TOMOIIHUIIbL, eC/IM Y Hee BEeYHO IVia3a Ha
MokpoMm mecTe! HacTosiiimii rpub-nox/jeBrK, a He Komika! Ox, Kak Xe s C Hel
Hamyuu/ach!

OrHerpuvB ciyiiaa YW Tas/l OT PpafiocTH. Kak mipustHo, uto o0be
Lle/IUTe/IbHULIBI HAKOHEeL[-TO CHOBA 3a)KW/IM Jyllla B AyIly, KaK B Te JajleKue [IHHU,
korjia [lerettoliika TOILKO-TOJILKO CTasa yueHuileit [llep6artoii.

OH HeTeprieNIMBO MOCKPeb JlaramMu 110 TBEeP/IOi, UCCYIIIEHHOM 3HOeM 3eMJie.
Kak Obl, He mpuB/ekass BHUMaHusi crapoit [lep6atoii, coobmuts Ilenesntorike o
TOM, UTO KOThI U3 TieMeHU TeHel MOKUHY/IU CBoe ybexxuirie?

— Bor uygeca! — BopwIMBO Mpofo/Kana crapyxa, He CBOZAS C Hero
BHUMarTe/bHbIX TMa3. — Cujena s TyT, CHJena U BAPYT TOHsIA, YTO MHE [0
CMepTH XOYeTcsl B3fATh ellle OJHY MbIIIKy u3 o0ileli Kyuu! — OrHerpus

CMYTUJICS U C 6/1aroIapHOCTBI0 TIOCMOTPe/T Ha Lie/TuTeNbHULly. — Thbl 6osibliie He
xouelllb, [Terentonka? — KpUKHYJIa CTapyxa, TSKeJIO 1IapKas K MaropOTHUKaM.
Komieuka oTpuljaTe/lbHO MOTHY/a TOM0BOM. — BoT u omimuHo! Byny uepes
MUHYTy! — KPUKHY/Ia OHa U, TIOJyMaB, fobaBuia: — Mnu yepe3s ase!

Korga nenurenbHULIA CKpbLIACh B IArIOPOTHUKAX, OTHerpuB ejie C/IBbIILIHO
urernHys1 [lernestrorike:

— $1 mpoBepu nietiepy mog, Aybom! OHu yiiiu!

— A s yTO TeOe roBopuia? — oTBeTHa [lernestolka.

— Ho onu ybpanuck TOMBKO AiBa AHS Ha3az! — riprubaBua OrHerpuB.

— MeHns 310 He ygausisier! — OypkHyna Ilenemoiika. — Boobiie-to s
X0TeJia, UTOObI OHU TIO/IOXKAJH /10 TIOJTHOTO BBI3/IOPOB/IEHNSs!

OrHerpuB TOJILKO XBOCTOM MaxHyJl. Pa3Be 3Ty ynpsMully mnepecropuiib?!



[lenentolika MCKpeHHe Bepu/ia B TO, UTO Jenana Jobpoe [eno, BbIXakuBast
HeCuyacTHbIX, U OTHerpyB He MOT He TIPU3HAaTh, YTO OTYACTH COIVIACEH C HeM.

— ThI ’Ke 3Haelllb, 51 IPOCKJIA UX YUTHU, — CKa3asa [lernesntoiika, U Ha 3TOT
pas rojioc ee mpo3Byyasl y)Ke He TaK yBepPeHHO.

— $1 Bepto Tebe, — mpocTo oTBeTH/ OrHerpuB. — Ho Moit gonr Tpe6oBan
TIPOBEPUTD, TIOC/TYIIATUCH OHU TeOst UK HeT.

[lenentoiika ¢ JFOOOMBITCTBOM MOKOCH/IACh Ha HETO.

— A Kax Tbl y3HaJl, YTO OHM YLLLIU?

— KpyTobok cka3zarn.

— KpyT060K? — paZioCTHO BOCKJIMKHY/IA Kollleuka. — Tbl pasroBapuBail C
HUM? Kak oH? [JoBO/IeH KU3HBIO?

— Bpoge na, — ynbibHyscst OrHerpus. — [1naBaeT, Kak poibal

— Iytuis?! — axuysna Ilemnesntonika. — Bot He oxuygasnal

— A cam He oxugan! — kuBHYn1 OrHerpyB U TyT JKe 3amoJiyall,
CMYILIeHHbI} TPOMKHM yYpYaHWEM B COOCTBEHHOM T'OJIOJJHOM JKeTy/IKe.
— A Hy-Ka Uiy, mnoeib! — Bejsiesna [lemnentomka. — W MOTOPOIUCSH, TOKa

[Ilepbarast He ymsisa BClO Kyuy! OrHerpuB HarHyscs W JIM3Hy/ [lenemommiky B
cepble YILKH.

— YBUAUMCS TIOTIO3Xe! — KPUKHYJ OH. BepHyBIIMCb Ha TMOJISIHY, OH
yBuzen, uro Illepbarast mpegocTaBuia eMy CKYZAHBIM BbIOOp MeXay Oeskoil u
ronyoem. I[Topa3mbic/iviB, OTHErpUB B3si/1 TOMYOsI, OKWUHYJI B3I7ISIIOM TIOJISIHY, UIlja
YKPOMHOE MeCTeUKO, UYTOOBI TIOY>KMHATh, M Cpa3y TMOUyBCTBOBa/ Ha cebe B3IJIsi]
[Tecuanoit bypu. OHa cTosina, TIOJABIIMChH BIIEPe]l, KPENKO OOBUB XBOCTOM
3a7iHMe jarbl. OTHerpyB MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK CepZle Yy Hero MmyCTUI0Ch BCKayb.
BHesarHo eMy cTasio Jjierko U pagoctHo! YUto c toro, uto [lecuanas byps coBcem
He rioxoxka Ha ITectpomuctyro?! Ilyckali LIepcTh y Hee He mecTpasi, a 30J10Tas,
MyCKal IVla3a OTCBEUMBAKOT 3e/IeHbHD, a He MpO3payHbIM siHTapeM! 3akaB B
TacTU CBOETO roiy0si, OH, He OTPbIBasiCh, CMOTpPe/ Ha Ta/JieByl0 KOIIIeuKy, a B
Ayiie ero 3Bydasu cjioBa Ilemesmoimiku: « 2KUBU HaCTOAIMM, TiepecTaHb
OIVISIIbIBATLCA Ha rpolwioe...» OH 3Has, uTo [lecTposivcTas HaBcera 0CTaHeTC s
B €ro cep/ilie, HO He MOT TIPOZlO/KaTh 0OMaHbIBaTh cebsi. Pa3Be He rpaBja, uTo
npu ogHoM Buze IlecuaHoii Bypu y Hero mypailiku mpo0eraroT I0 CIMHe, U
IIIepCTh CTAaHOBUTCS AbIOOM? IloBepHYBIIIMCh, OH Me/JieHHO Tobpen uepes
TOJITHY HaBCTpeuy K Hell. Koryla oH omycTtun cBoero rony6si miepes [TecuaHoit
Bypelt u npuHsIICS 3a e[y, OHa 3amMmypJiblKasa OT PaZoCTH.

VKWW, TIONMHBIM yKaca KPUK 3aCTaBWI ero rnornepxHyThes. [lecuanas byps
Bckounsa. Ha nonsiHy Biietenn Kucrouka u [apanka. x mepctsb Oblia criyTaHa
Y TleperiaukaHa KpoBblo, a Llaparika CUIbHO IpuyIiaziail Ha OJHY Jary.

OrHerpuB TOPOITMBO MPOT/IOTH/I 3aCTPABIINI B rop/ie KyCOK U OpOCH/ICS K



TIaTPY/IbHBIM.

— UTO CIyunniocb? — KpPUKHYJI OH. — [ 71e BeTporou?!

— 4 He 3Haro! Ha Hac Hamanmu! — 3a/p1xasch, rponbixtesia Kuctouka.

— Krt0? — He orcraBan OrHerpus.

— Mpl He pasmisigenu! — TroKadasa TOJ0OBOW KoOWIKa. — Bblio coBceM
TEeMHO.

— Ho BBI MOIVIM onipesiesiiTh KX 110 3arnaxy! Yem oHu naxsu?

— OTO Tpou30IUI0 C/auIKoM O;u3ko K ['pemsiieit Tpore. TpyaHo
CKaszaTb, — OTBeTW1 llapanka, CyJOpOXXHO XBaTasi pToM BO34yX. OrHerpuB C
TPEBOIOM TOCMOTpes Ha OpPY)XeHOCL|a M TIOHSJI, UTO TOT e/iBa JEep)KUTCS Ha
nanax.

— Hewmeanenno ormnpasnsiics K Illepbaroit! — pacriopsiauacs oH. —
BypaH! — KpHWKHY/1 OH 0Oe/l0CHEXXHOMY BOWHY, TTOKAa3aBIIEMYCsS W3 Tielepbl
Cuneii 3Be3mbl. — $I xouy, uTOoObI Thl OTMPABWICA C HaMH, — OH OBICTPO

obepHyscs Kk Kucrouke. — Beau Hac Tyza, rie 3To MPOU3011LIo!

[Tecuanass byps u /[IlbiIMm BOmpoCUTeNIbLHO MNOCMOTpenu Ha OrHerpusa,
OoXXuzas rpukKasa.

— BbI 0oCTaHeTeCh OXpaHAThH Jlarepb, — peLlinl OH. — B03M0)XHO, 3TO
JIOBYyIIIKa, pacCuMTaHHasi Ha TO, UTOObI BbLIMAHWUTbL BOWHOB W3 Jareps. Bol
TIOMHUTe, TaK y>Ke CJIy4asioCh paHbliie!

Yro Obl HM CAyuydIOCh, OH He WMe/J TIpaBa OCTaB/ATb Jlarepb
He3allUIeHHbIM, TeM 0osee uto y CuHel 3Be3/ibl 0CTa/ach O/IHA eJMHCTBEHHaAsI
JKU3HB!

B conpoBoxzaennn bypaHa v Tsbkeno nbIxTsiled KWCToOuky, OH BbILIe U3
narepst U Hadyas KapabkaTbCsi BBepX M0 KPYTOMY CKJIOHY Xxo/iMa. JJoO6paBImch /10
BepLUVHbI, MaJIeHbKUK OTPsJ HBIPHYJ B yauly jeca. 37ecb OrHerpuB cjerka
3aMe/iJ/IWJI Li1ar, 3aMeTHB, 4TO KrcTouka He 1oCrieBaeT 3a HUM.

— IMoxkanyticta, mocrapaiicsi mobsictpee! — monpocun oH. OH 3Has, UTo
OHa paHeHa U CTpajiaeT OT 00/, HO HY>KHO ObIZIO BO UTO OBl TO HU CTal0 HAalTH
Berporona! Kpome Toro, ero mo cmepru Iiyrajo CMyTHOe OILIyIjeHKWe, 4YTO
Hara/ileHve MMeeT Kakoe-TO OTHOLLeHHe K rieMeHu TeHel. B camom pere, ere
coBceM HenaBHO Ileppinko u besorpygpii CKpbIBaJiMCb Ha TeppPUTOPUHA
I'po3oBoro miemeHud. UTo ecnu OHU C CamMOro Havaja Jraad, HamepuBasiCh
HaB/ieub Oe/ly Ha MPUIOTHBIIMX MX KOTOB? [1OTpy)kKeHHBIN B 3TU MBIC/IM, OH BCe
ObicTpee Heccsi B cTOPOHY ['pemsitieit Tporibi.

— Het! — xpukayna Kucrouka. — Croma! — IIpubaBuB I11ary, oHa
oborHana rnaimaras u mnobexana K Yeteipem [lepeBbsim. OrHerpuB u BypaH
OpoCHINCH 3a HeM.



IIpoHOoCsACk 107, AepeBbsaMy, OTHerpuB ycries IOAyMarb, 4YTO 3Ta J0pora
eMy 3Hakoma. OpjHaXAbl OH YyxKe Ieja 374ech, IpoBoxas Ilepeimko u
Benorpygoro, korna Cunsia 3Be3fja B IepBbld pa3 U3rHajaa UX C TEPPUTOPUM
I'po3oBoro memenu. Heyxenu rmiiemss TeHelt BOCIIOb30BasioCh KaMEHHbBIM
TyHHesieM 1o/ ['pemsittieit Tporoii, uToObl HamacTh Ha coceiet?

Bre3anHo KucCTOuka pe3kO OCTaHOBW/IACh MeXKJy [BYMs BbICOKUMU
ctBonaMu. Bpaneke BujHesack ['pemsamaa Tpora, ee g70BUTOe [bIXaHUe
IIeBe/IU/I0 TYCTYIO0 TpaBy MO, JlepeBbsiMu. A Briepequ... IIpsmo mepen coboii
OrnerpuB yBujen BerporoHa. OH jiexasn, BBITSHYBLIMCb, U B ero JJIMHHOM
KOPUYHEBOM TeJie YyBCTBOBA/aCh Kakas-TO 3JI0Belllass HeIoABWXHOCTL. IIpsamo
Ha/| HUM CTOSI/I KAKOU-TO MajleHbKUH, cepblid KOTUK. Ceparie OrHerprBa pyxXHyJio
B IIYCTOTY, KOI/la OH y3Hasl B HeM [lepbIliko.

[ITupoko pacraxHyThIMUA T7a3aMM KOTUK CMOTpe Ha MpPUO/IMKAIOIIUXCS
BOMHOB, a IIOTOM Haua/l HeyBepeHHO IMATUTbCS Hasaz. Jlarbl ero 3amMeTHO
JpO’Kasu.

— OH MepTB! — ropecTHO 3aBbUI OH.

¥Ymm OrHerpuBa 3a/poXKanu OT rHeBa. Tak BOT Kak BOMHBI TeHel I/1aTaT 3a
OokazaHHy0 uM gA06poty?! CnoBHO wu3[aneka OH YC/billag COOCTBEHHBIM
HEMCTOBBIM BOIUIb M, He orisifibiBasick Ha Kucrouky c Bypanom, Gpocusicsi Ha
[Mepbiiiko. McryraHHo 3amiureB, KOTUK Opocusicsi HayTeK. OfHUM yaapom
OrHerpvB ONPOKUHY/ Bpara, X TOT, He OKa3blBasi HUKAKOIO COINPOTUB/IEHUS,
TSDKeJIO PYXHYJI B TPABYy.

OrHerpuB 3amep, pacTepsiHHO IVIiid Ha CKOPUYMBIIErOCs Ha 3emJ/ie Bpara.
Bocnonp30BaBIIMCh CEKYHJHOM 3aMHUHKOHW, llepbIllIKO BCKOYM/I Ha Jafnbl M
KUHYJICST B 3apociivd exeBUKU. He oOpailjas BHUMaHUS Ha OCTpbie IIIMIIHI,
OrHerpuB OGpOCWIICS 3a HUM, SIPOCTHO TOJIOCYsl KOTTSMU KOJTHOUMe eXKeBUUHbIe
reTd. MbICc/id ero myTaauch. SICHO ofHO, [lephIilliko mbiTaeTcsi oOpaThes /10
KaMeHHOro TyHHess1! bpocuBumice Brepen, OrherpuB  ycriesn  yBUJETb
MeJIbKHYBIIMM BIepeJyd KOHUYMK KOLIaubero XBOCTA. BBICKOUMB K3 €KeBUKH,
KOTHUK CO BCeX JIall MUaJICs [0 y3KOM T0JIOCKe TpaBbl BAOJb [ pemsiieit Tporsbi.

Tenepb WX pa3zesisiyio BCero HeCKOIbKO MrHOBeHUU. OTrHerpuB BbuUIeTe T U3
KYCTOB B TOT MOMEHT, Korza [lepsIiko cTosn y camoro kpas goporu. Orserpus
OKUJaJl, YTO BOMH Cpa3y HbIPHET B TyHHeJb, HO TOT, OTYassHHO [IOCMOTpPEB Ha
Tipec/iefioBaTe/isi, BAPYT mobeskas rpsimo Ha ['pemsityto Tpory.

3amepeB OT cTpaxa, OrHerpuB CMOTpeJ, KaK TOT HeCeTCsl yepe3 Cepyro
razb Aoporu. KyTkuil peB yzapuy/ ero rno yiiam, Fopsiurdid BeTep BCKOJIBIXHYJT
11epCThb Ha crivHe. OrHerpuB OTIIPSIHYJI, OTBEPHYB JIMLO OT $IJOBUTOTO [bIXaHUS
yynoBuila. Yepe3 MrHOBeHUe OH OTKPBUI IV1a3a Y IOLLeBe/Iu yillaMu, CTPAXUBAas
3JIOBOHHYIO TbUTb ['pemsiueit Tpormbl. [Tocpeau foporu exano u3ypojoBaHHOe



Komaube Tes0. Yynosuire Bce-taku HacTUIIO [lepeimko. OrerneHeB, OrHerpus
CMOTpeJI Ha HeCcyaCTHOro. B mamaTW BCIUIbUIA YrKacHas Tpareius, KOrzna-To
npousomesmas ¢ [lememomkon. W TyT oOH yBugen, uyto Ilepsiiko
noiieBesuiicsi. [lycTb 3TOT KOT U3 TuieMeHUW TeHell To/lbko 4YTO yOun
xpabpetitiero BovHa ['po3oBoro rjiemedu, OrHerpuB BCe paBHO He MOT OPOCUTH
ero OJHOro Ha cepou gopore! 30pko IIOCMOTpeB BO BCe CTOPOHBI I'pemsiient
Tporibl, oH ObICTPO TOGEXKan K TOMY MecCTy, TAe Jexkan yMmupatoiuii. beanbrit
[TephIlIKo, Ka3a/10Ch, CTasl ellje MeHbIlle POCTOM, ero U3/I0MaHHOe TeJlo GiiecTesnno
OT KPOBH, 3/10Bellje OarpoBelolleil B Tydax 3aX0/sIiero CoHLa.

OrHerpuB moHUMaJs, YTO MOMbBITKA CABUHYTb €ro C MeCTa JIMIIb YCKOPUT
Hen30eXHbIM KoHell. /JI[poXka OT BOJIHEHHsl, OH HAKJIOHWJICS U 3ar/IsiHy/l B TJia3a
KOTY, Kotoporo [lemesntoiika B TaiiHe OT COOCTBEHHOrO IJIeMEeHHU IIbITaaach
CMacTH OT CMepTe/bHOU 60/e3HH.

— 3aueM ThI Haraj Ha Halll [1aTpyJ/ib? — IPOLLIerTasl OH.

[TephbIlIKO OTKPBLT POT, MBITAsiCh YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO ero caabblil rosioc 6bu1
3aI1yllIéH PeBOM UyJOBHUILIA, IPOHECIIIErocsi COBCEM PsiioM U 06aBiiiero oboux
KOTOB BOJIHOM CMpasia U obsakoM uepHOM MbiiM. OTHETpuB UTO OBLIO CUJ
BIW/ICA KOITAMU B IVIAJKYHO I[IOBEPXHOCTb [OPOTM U TeCHee IIpWXKaiCiad K
yMUPAIoLLeMy.

[TephIlIKO CHOBA MOIBITA/ICS YTO-TO CKa3aThb, U3 yroska ero pa3duToro pra
nobekana cTpyiika KpoBu. OH MyuMTeNbHO CIVIOTHY/, CyAOpoOra NpoH3u/a Bce
ero Teso. Ho mpexzae uem OH ycCIiesl 4YTO-TO IIPOU3HECTH, B3IVIAL €r0
OCTaHOBWJ/ICSA, CJIOBHO YMMPAOLMK yBUJIe/T UTO-TO 3a CIMHOM OrHerpuBa, Taw,
rge HauvHasiack Tteppurtopuss  ['pos3osoro ruiemeHu. [asa  Ilepeiika
pacCIlIUPUINCH OT yrKaca, [I0TOM [I0rac/u, U )XU3Hb HaBCerja IIOKWHY/Ia UX.

OrHerpuB pe3ko 00epHy/Cs, HeJoyMeBas, UTO >Xe MOIJIO TaK HaryraThb
HecuaCcTHOro nepep cMeprero. Cepzlie ero eiBa He OCTaHOBWIOCh, KOL[a OH
yBUjIe/T TOTO, KTO CTOsi1 y camoro Kpasi ['pemsiieii Tpombl. 3To ObUT TOT, KTO
MHOTI0 pas3 fIB/IS/ICS €My B HOUHBIX KOIIMapax. Korors.



I'naBa XVI

EMy mokasanoch, OyATO KOTTH ero yBsi3iu B TBepau ['pemsiieii Tporbl. He
OTpbIBasiCb, CMOTPeJ/I OH Ha KOTa, KOTOPbIM Tak J01ro 6pocari 3/0Belyl0 TeHb Ha
BCIO ero xusHb. Ho Terepr Macku Obimu cbpoieHbl. KoroTh 6bi1 u3roem,
Bparom BCeX KOTOB, XPaHALUX BEPHOCTb BOUHCKOMY 3aKOHY.

[InameHeroliee BeuepHee COJHIe IIPOCAYMBA/IIOCh CKBO3b BEPXYIIKU
JiepeBbeB, Opocasi OTHEHHbIe OTCBEeThI Ha TeMHYHO IIKypy OIPOMHOrO KoTa. B
TULIMHe 3aMeplierd I'pemsieirt Tporbl Mpo3Byvyan XPUIUIbIM HaCMeLLVMBbIN
rOJI0C:

— 3aroHsielllb [0 CMepTU MaJIeHbKUX [0XoAdAr? Tak-To Tereps Iviallarau
3alI{UIa0T TePPUTOPUIO CBOETO IIJIEMEHU?

Crounio Kortio 3aroBoputh, Kak OrHerpuMB OUHY/ICA OT BHe3alHOIo
oLlerieHeHUs. Tesl0 ero HaJWIOCh CUJIOW, XOJIOLHAsl SIPOCTh 3aKurlesa B KPOBU.
[TogHSIB TO/IOBY, OH TTIOCMOTPeJT TIPSIMO B T71a3a KorTio, He obpaiiiasi BHUMaHUs Ha
nipubsKaroitieecs: uyzoBuile. ['opsiunii BUXpb B3BEPOILW/ €T0 IIepCTh, HO OH
ML Kperye BuenwiIcsa janaMd B I'pemsaugyro Tpomy. CrnesoMm 3a mnepBbIM
yyguilleM HecJoch BTopoe, W OrHerpuB, TNOA0OpaBIINChH, TPBITHYT B
o6pa3oBaBILKIiCs TPOCBET, He CBOJS I71a3 CO CBOETo Bpara.

Ha wrHoBeHue KoroTh pactepsiicsi. B mia3ax ObiBIlero rariaras
TIPOMeJIbKHYJIO U3yMyeHue, Korjja OTHerpuB, 3/100HO 1IUTIsT, KAMHEM 00pYIIN/ICS
Ha Hero. CurenuBIIMCb, Bparu TIOKaTWIWCh B TpaBy IIOf, JepeBbsIMU.
OKyHYBILIMCb B 3HAKOMBIe JieCHbIe 3araxyd, OTHerpyB Mo4yBCTBOBA/I BHe3allHbIN
NpPUIUB CUl. JTO ObUT ero jec, ero 3emssi, a Korotb ObU1 37ieCh BCero Jilib
yy>KakoM, u3MeHHUKOM! OHU KaTajmch I0J OCPOMHBIMU CTBOJIAaMHU JlePEBbLEB,
TIPUMUHASL TPAaBy U OCTaBJisisA Ha 3emsie yOOKHWe OTMETUHBI OT BbIMYI[@HHBIX
KOT'TEeN.

BuenuBmmce B TOJNCTYHO LWIKYypy Bpara, OrHerpus IIOUYBCTBOBa/l IIOJ
nariamMu BbicTymatoive pebpa Korts. 3a Bpemsi u3rHaHus OBbIBIIMI T/ialliaTaii
CU/ILHO OTOLLla/I, HO MYCKYJIbl €ro IO-Tpe)KHeMY YIIPYro IepeKaTbIBalvCh IO/
I'yCTOM LIePCThI0, U BCKOpe OTHerprBy NMpULUIOCH TIPU3HATH, UTO MOTYYM BOMH
He TIoTepsi HU 00eBOro Ayxa, HU CWJIbI, HU MacTepcTBa. Pe3Ko M30THYBIIUCH,
Korote pBaHy/cs Briepej; U JIOBKO IepeBepHY/Cca B Bo3gyxe. OTHerpus, CJI0BHO
MyILIMHKA, C/eTesl C ero IMPOKOM CMUHBI U C pa3Maxy yaapuiacs GokoM o
TBepAyro 3eM/t0. CyZlOpOXKHO XBaTasi PTOM BO3[YX, OH IOIbITA/IC BCKOYUTh, HO
ObUIO y)Ke Mo34HO. Moryuuii BOWH TIPLITHYJT Ha HEro W MpHXKaa KOTTAMHU K
3eMJle, pa3ypasi LIKYypy [0 CaMbIX KOCTEN.



OrHerpuB JUKO 3aKpuyas, HO Korots TO/IBKO Kperue BaBUl ero B 3eMJIt0,
a MOTOM HAarHy/Cs K CaMOMY YXy IIOBep)XeHHOI'O NMPOTUBHUKA, PasvHy/ pOT U
3aruren, 06aBass OraerprBa HeCTePITUMOM BOHBIO Ma/la/iu:

— ThI XOpOIIIO C/IBIIUIIL MeHsI, Kucka? CHauasa si yObto TeOsi, a TTOTOM U
BCeX TBOMX BOMHOB — OZIHOIO 3a Ipyrum!

Haxke ceituac, B nbuty 6uTBbl, OrHerpuBa 6pocuio B xonoxa. OH 3Hasl, uTo
Korotp He wmytut. HeoxXyjaHHO HOBbIe 3BYKM U 3allaxy HapyLUW/IX 3/I0BELLYIO
TULLWHY Jieca. Tpasa 3aiypiiiana o YsMiMU-TO He3HaKOMBIMH JlallamMu, 3araxjio
yy>KUMHU KoTamu. Mx okpykamu. Ho kro? U 3auem? OpmypMaHeHHbIM CMpazoM
['pemsittieit Tporibl, 3amaxoM KpPOBM Hec4yacTHOro Ilephwlilika U COOCTBEHHBIM
ctpaxoM, OrHerpuB ycries JiMillb CMyTHO TIOAyMaTh, UTO 3TO, HaBepHOe, bpofsru
u3 OaHgpl XBOCTO/IOMa, KOTOpble KOryla-TO TMomornu KorTioo HamacTh Ha
['po3oBoe memsa. Heyxkenu Ilepblllko COmiacWiICA MNPUCOEAUHUTHCA K STUM
pa3boiiHuKam, JUIlb Obl He BO3BPAI[aThCsl B CBOe YMUParoliiliee TieMs?

OrHerpuB OTYasiHHO yZapu/ Bpara 3aJJHUMU JjlallaMH, BOH3UB KOI'TH B €ro
MATKUM KUBOT. OueBuAHO, KOrote HemOOLeHW/ BO3POCLIYK) CHIY CBOEro
TIPOTUBHUKA, TOTOMY UYTO OCMa0WI XBaTKy U HEYK/IIOXKe CBajuiICs Ha3eMb.
OrHerpuB MOCIEIIHO BbIOPasICs U3-TI0J, Hero, pe3Ko TMO/HS T0JIOBy — U YBUJEN
Kuctouky c bypaHoM. BbICKOUMB M3 KyCTOB, BOMHBI [p0O30BOro mnjieMeHu
OTBaXHO OpOCWM/INCh Ha HE3HAKOMBbIX KOTOB, HAaO/OAABIIKMX 3a WCXO/0M
rnoefvHkKa. OTHerpUB TOPOIUIMBO OTBEPHYJICA OT HUX — M, KaK 0Kas3ajaocCh,
BOBpeMs. Kororb yke BCKOUWJI C 3eMJIM, OIYyCTWJICA Ha 3aJHUe J1allbl U Terepb
BO3BBIIIAJICST HaJl CBOUM TIPOTUBHUKOM, XHWIITHO OCKa/JUB OCTpbie 3yObl.
SIHTapHbIe T71a3a ero ropeyiv HeHaBUCTHIO. Ho OrHerpuB yxke Obii Haueky. Korza
Korotes chesnan BbIlaz, OH JIOBKO IIOAHBIPHY/ [0 Hero, MpbITHY/ Brepes U
TIOBEpPHYJICS, OKa3aBIIUCH JIMLIOM K JIULy CO CBOMM BPAaroM.

OH cs1bllIan 3a CIIMHOM BOU U 1umrieHue Apy3eit. OH 3Han, uto Kucrtouka c
BypaHOM CpakarOTCs He Ha )KM3Hb, a Ha CMepTb, U XpabpOCTh UX [JOCTOIHa
BOWHOB 3Be3IHOTO 1yieMeHu. Ho MpOTUBHUKOB ObIIO C/TUIIIKOM MHOTO.

CHoBa yBepHyBIIMCH OT KorTsi, OTHerpuB B OTUasiHUM OIVISIZE/ICS Y TTOHSLI,
YTO JKMBBIMHU UM OTCHOJja He YWUTHU. B TOT ’ke MUT UbK-TO OCTpbIe KOT'TH BOWINCH
B ero 3agHiot0 nary. OOepHyBIIMCb, OH YyBUjen Tiepes €000l Mep3Ko
yXMbLIsifoLerocsi pa3boiiHuka u3 6aHgel KorTs. HoBbiéi Bpar ObLT TOIIMM U
TPSI3HBIM, KaK Bce Opofsiry, a r7ia3a ero ropesiv 371000M.

NU3naB >xyTkoe mmwmneHue, Korote Opocuwsics Ha OrHerpuBa. OrHerpus
Hanpsrcs, NpUroTOBUBIIMCH BbIZiep)KaTh y[ap, WU BAPYT yBUJe/, Kak BIepeau
MeJIbKHYJI0 UTO-TO cepoe. 3areM W3 KyCTOB MOKa3aJWChb LIMPOKUE TIeuu, U
OrHerpuB efiBa He 3aJlOXHYJICS OT PaJlOCTH, y3HAaB TOTO, C KeM CTOJIbKO pa3



CpaXkasics 1yieuoM K rteuy. KpyTo6ok!

Cepblii BOMH KaMHEM yTia/l Ha He3allI[eHHbIN )XUBOT Kortsi u coun Bpara
c Hor. Bocmonb30BaBIMCh Mepebiikol, OTHETPUB W3BEPHYJICS, OCKAW/ICS U
YKyCH/I OpOASTY, BIEMUBIIIEr0oCs €My B 3a/iHION0 jary. OH CKMMaJs UetoCTH 10
TeX TI0p, TI0Ka He TMOUyBCTBOBAJI TIOf 3y0aMu TBepAyi0 KOCTh. TO/BKO TOTZa OH
OTIOMHWJICSI, BBIMTYCTUJ/T BOOIIIEro OT 0omu pa3boitHuKa U, Opes3rvBO CILUTHOHYB
KPOBb, O0/TU3HY/T POT.

Bokpyr Hero kuresia crpaiiHas 6utBa. ITo Bceli BugumocTtd, KpyToOoK
TIpYBe/T CIoJla BeChb CBOW MAaTpy/ib, MOCKOIBKY Terepb Opofsr ObUI0 HAMHOTO
MeHbIlle ¥ OHU SIBHO YCTyHa/iu IJIafKuM PeuHbiM koTaM. OOepHYBIIHMCH, OH
yBHies1, Kak KpyToOoK pBetcs u3 jan KorTs, v Mocrhenwn Ha TOMOIIb JpYTY.
BaBoem oHu Gpocuiuch Ha ObIBIero riaiiaras, oOpaTwid ero B 0ercteo u
KUHY/IMCh BJIOTOHKY, CJIe/lysl IIIar B IIIar, KakK /ie/lajid 3TO COTHHW pa3 3a BpeMs
obyueHusi. 3aTeM, Jjake He TSI/ IPYT Ha J[pyra, OHU OJIHOBPEMEHHO TIPLITHY/TA
W TIOBa/IWJIM TIOJIOCATOTO WCIIOJIMHA Ha 3eM/i0. KOroTh TOMBKO C/IaBJI€HHO
3ammmresnt, korja OrHerpuB TKHYJI ero MOpPJoW B MbLib, a KpyToOOK Bljemmsics
eMy B CITUHY U, UTO ObIIO CHJIbI, yAapu/I B OOK 3a/IHUMU JlarlaMHu.

Cyast Mo y[asisiioluMcst KOIIaubUM  BOTUISIM, OpofisiTi OpOCH/IA  CBOETO
BO)KaKa W KUHY/IUCh HayTeK. OTHerpuB 00OepHYy/Cs, UTOOBI MOCMOTDPETh UM
BCcien, u  Korote TyT JKe BOCHOMB30BajiCd €r0  3aMellaTe/bCTBOM.
/3BepHYBIIMCh, OH BBIPBAJICS Ha CBOOOAY W TIOHECCS K 3apOC/siM €KEBUKHU.
[mosick W 1wmnisi OT OecCUBPHON SIpOCTH, OH BJeTel B KYCThl M HCUYe3 B
CTUIETEHUH KOJTIOUHX BETBEH.

Korza Kpykul y6erarorux CTUX/IM B/IA/IM, BOUHBI TIPUHSUTUCH OTPSIXUBATHCS
OT TPSI3U U 3a/M3bIBaTh O0eBble paHbl. TosbKO Terieps OTHETPUB 3aMETUJ/I, UTO
cpeny Peunbix kKoToB ObiT 1 KameHb, cbiH CUHel 3Be3[bl.

— EcTb TsDKe/nopaHeHble? — Mpoxpuresn oH. KOTbI Jpy)KHO TIOMOTasu
rojioBaMd — Bce, BK/IroUast KucTouky, Kotopasi Obljla BCSI B KPOBH ellle TI0Ce
TIepBOTO Harla/IeHusl.

— Hawm Hy’KHO BepHYTbCSI Ha CBOIO TEPPUTOPHUIO, — T0/a rosioc KameHs.

— I'po3oBoe mnemss GnarojapuT BaC 3a MOMOILIb! — BEX/IMBO CKasa
Oruerpus.
— bpojsure KOTbI NpefCTaB/IA0T Yrpo3y AJig BCeX IJIeMeH, — CIIOKOMHO

OTBETW/I KOT. — MBI He MOIJIM OCTaBUTh BaC OJJUH Ha OfIUH C HUMH.

BypaH MOTHY/ TOJIOBOM, CTpsIXvBasi KalsTd KPOBH C 4YeJrOCTH. IloTom
nocmotpen Ha KpyTob6oka.

— IpusTHO OBITIO BHOBBL CpakaTbcst 00K 0 60K ¢ ToOOoMH, Apy)oK. Ho Kak
BBI 3/1eCh OUYTU/THCh?

— Mpbl marpyivMpoBany TpaHuily, Korma KpyToOok ycblman KpuK



OruerpuBa, — nosgcHui1 KameHb. — OH Cpa3sy MOHsJI, YTO [IeJI0 Cepbe3Hoe, U
ybeu1 HaC TIPUMTH Ha TTIOMOII]b.

— Cmnacubo! — nobnarogapun OrHerpuB, Ha 3TOT pa3 ropaszio Teriee, uem
BHauasie. — Criacu60 Bam BceM. KaMeHb KMBHY/T 1, TIOBEPHYBILHCh, CKPBIJICS 3a
JepeBbsiMU. [laTpysibHBIE TIOC/AYILIHO MOC/Ae40Ba/v 3a HUM. OrHerpuB rorepcs
IIeKol 0 MIKypy Mpoxozsiiero MumMo KpyToOoka, TOCKYysSl O MpeZCTOsIIe
pasjiyKe ¥ rOPbKO »Kajiesi, YTO He MOXKeT TPU BCeX CKas3aTb JPYry TO, UTO XOTeJl
ObI CKa3arh!

— YBugumcs, KpyTobok! — ripoiiieritasi oH U Jlaxke CKBO3b T'YCTYIO IIePCTh
yCJIbIIIAJ, KaK APYT JOBOJILHO YPUUT B OTBET.

— YBuguMcs, — yabioHycst KpyToOoK.

ConHile OKOHYATeTbHO CKPBLUIOCH 3a JepeBbsiMA, U OTHerpuB 3s10KO
noe>xxusics. ToMbKO Terepb, 3arfsHYB B 3aTyMaHeHHbIe 00/b0 T/1a3a Kuctoukw,
OH COZPOTHYJICS MPU MBIC/TM O TOM, KaKOH 1[eHOM AocTanack UM Tobesna. Teso
BeTporoHa, /J0/DKHO OBITh, Y>Ke YCIesio OCThIThb. V1 3TO He eIMHCTBEHHAs! CMEPTh,
KOTOPYIO B 3TOT »KapKuM JIETHUM JieHb NpUHeC B jiec Korots.

OH noAHsJ ro/ioBy ¥ nocMoTtpest Ha bypaHna.

— ThI CMOXelllb CaM OTHECTH B Jiarepb BeTporoHa v nomoub Krictouke?

beslocHe)XHbIM BOMH 3aZlyMUYMBO COILIIYPUJICS, HO HUUYETO He CKa3a/l U JIUIIIb
MOJTYa KVBHYIL.

— 4 ckopo BepHyCb, — Tripouuentaj OTHerpuB, TOUYTUTEJbHO CKJIOHSS
TOJIOBy Tepef; CTapiiiM BOMHOM. — Ho cHauajsa MHe He0OXOAWMO KOe-uTo
TPOBEPUTb.



I'naBa XVII

Tspkeso TiepecTaB/sisi Jlambl, OH MoOpesn B cTopoHy I'pemsiieii Tporbl.
3mech TIO-TIpE)KHEMY UYBCTBOBAJICS CWIbHBIM 3arax KorTs u ero OaHzpbl, HO,
CKO/IbKO OrHerpuMB HM HaCTOpakvBajl YyIIM, OH TaK W He yCJbllliaJ HUYero,
KpOMe 3aTUXarollero NTUYbero reHus Ja Liernora BeTpa B BepXyllKax /JepeBbeB.
M B 5TOM CTpaHHOW TUILWHE OH elle CH/IbHee MOYYBCTBOBAaJI, KaK SIBCTBEHHO
TIpoOUBaeTCss CKBO3b BCe BeuepHHEe apoMaThl CTOMKHU 3amax TuieMeHu TeHei.
Boixonut, B 6aHze Kortsi, kpome Ilepbiiika, OblTH U Apyrue BOWHBI TeHeid?
Hey>xenu 6osie3Hb, UCTpeb/isOlIas 3TO HeCYaCTHOe TJieMsi, HACTOJIBKO Y»KacCHa,
YTO Yylle/ieBIlIlie BOWHBI TOTOBBI TOKPHITH CeOsi M030pOM, BCTYIUB B IIAWKy
pa300iiHUKOB, Muillb Obl He OCTaBaThCsi B cOOCTBeHHOM Jjarepe? Miu ke BeTep
MPOCTO JOHOCUT CHOfi@ 3arax C TeppUTOpUHU TieMeHU TeHeW, Jie)kalero mno Ty
ctopony ['pemsiteri Tponbi?

OcTaHOBUBLIMCh Yy Kpas LIMPOKOW cepor paopory, OrHerpuB moJsya
yCTaBWICSI Ha HeroABWKHOe Tesio Oyporo BovHa. Eciu Tlepbiiiko 06poBOEHO
BCTYINW/ B IIaliKy, uToObl He BO3BpalllaThbCsi B CBOe yMUparoiliee IieMsi, TO
royeMy OH Tak ucryrasncs, ysuzaes Korra? Heyxkenu rosisjieHue TipefBOAUTeNs
MOIVIO TaK YyKacHyTb ero?! W Tyt OrHerpuB C 3aro3jajabiM pacKasgsHueM
1oZlyMaJl, 4YTO HeCuacCTHbIM [lephIKo MOT OUyTUTBHCA 37,eCh YyKe MOC/e TOro, Kak
Korote Haman Ha mnarpynb [po3oBoro miemeHu. BbIXOOWUT, OH CJ1y4yaliHO
HAaTKHYJICS Ha MepTBoe Tesi0 BeTporoHa, To/bKO U BCero... Ho B TakoM ciyyae,
yTO OH Jesas Ha Tepputopud ['posoBoro riemeHu? U Kyga mnofeBascs
Benorpyapiin? CavIIKOM MHOTO BOIPOCOB U HUKAKUX Pa3yMHBIX OTBETOB...

SIcHO TOJIBKO OHO — HeJsb3s1 OCTaB/ATh [lephIlIKo siexxaTe Ha ['pemsiuen
Tporie, uToObl Mpoberaroiiyie UyOBUILlA Pa3faBUIN B JIEMelIKy ero MepTBoe
Tesio. OTHErpuB pelvuTeNbHO IIAarHy/l Ha [JOpOry, TPUOIH3WICS K MepTBOMY
KOTy, B3si1 ero 3y0amMu 3a IIKUPKY W OTTAll[W1 K TI0JIOCKE TpaBbl ¥
TIPOTUBOMOJ/IOKHOTO Kpas ['pemsiueit Tporbl. Terieps BovHbl TeHel HaWyT ero
Y CMOTYT [JOCTOMHO TMOXOPOHWUTh. BUHOBEH OH WM HeT, Cy[bel emy Telepb
OyzeT TonMbKO 3Be3/IHOe TIeMS.

Korga OrHerpuB BepHYJICS B Jiarepb, Teji0 BeTporoHa yxe jiexkajao B CaMOM
LleHTpe TIO/siHbL. 374eCh, CpefAu CBOMX COIUIEMEHHUKOB, MepTBbIi BeTporon
Kasajacsi CIOKOMHBIM W TOPXKeCTBeHHbIM M BOBCE He HalOMUHal Ty
VICKa/leYeHHYI0 KpOBaBYI0 Kydy, Ha KOTOPYIO BOWHBI HAaTKHY/IUCH BO3JIe
I'pemsiert Tpombl. Kasanock, OH MpPOCTO YCHY/A mocie Tsokesaoro AHs. CUHSA
3Be3/a Bo30y)KIeHHO pacxa)kvBajia BOKPYT MEePTBOTO TeJja, ee IIHMpOKas cepas



rosioBa 0e3yMHO pacKauuBasiach U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY.

Bce 1uieMs BbICHINAZIO U3 CBOUX MeLep U CUAEJ0 B TeHU BOKPYI IOJISIHBI.
Tsokenbiii  Bo3ayx Obl TIpoNMTaH TpeBoroit u crpaxoM. KoTel Mosua
IepeMUHa/JIMCb C HOTM Ha HOIY M MCIYTaHHO TIOIVIAbIBA/JIM Ha CBOIO
TNpeJBOAUTEe/IbHULY, KOTOPasi OTpeLIeHHO Mepu/a llaraMy MOJIHY, YTO-TO TUXO
bopmoua cebe mog Hoc. CuHss 3Be3fa Jake He TMbITanach CIPABUThCS C
OoTyasiHMeM, Kak TMojobaeT mpeABOAWTe/bHULIE JIeCHOTO TuieMeHU. OrHerpuB
HEBOJIbHO BCIIOMHWJI, C KakuM JIOCTOMHCTBOM KOI/la-TO OHa OIulaKasa
JIbBUHOIpUBa, CBOEro CTAporo Jpyra U rvaiiaras. YectHoe C/10BO, TOrZa B ee
rope ObI710 KyZia 00JIbIlle Be/TMUKMS U MOTUYAIUBONM CKopou!

Crouno emMy BLICTYIIUTh Ha TIOJISTHY, KaK BCe TieMsi C HaJieX/10i 00paTusio
B30pbl Ha CcBoero miamarasd. OrHerpuB nogouen K CuHed 3Be3fie U efBa He
OTIIPSIHYJI, BCTPETUB ee Oe3yMHBIH, MOJIHBIN yrKaca B3IVIsi,

— T'oBopsT, 310 cgesan Korots?! — nipoxpurnena Cunssa 3Be3za.

— Wnu Kto-TO U3 ero 6aH bl, — 0TBeTUT OTHEeTrpuB.

— CKO/BbKO UX 6b1107?!

— He 3Hato, — mpusHasicss OrHerpuB. B mbiy OUTBBI y Hero He ObUIO
BpeMeHHU Ha nozcyetsl. — MHoro.

Cunss 3Be3a CHOBA B CMSTEHUM 3aTpsic/ia rojioBo, HO OTHerpuB perLiuns
BO UTO ObI TO HU CTAJI0 OTKPBITh €l BCIO TPaB/y, XOUeT OHA ee 3HaTb WU/ HeT.

— Korots 3az;yman oToMCTUThL BCceMy ['p0o30BOMY I/1IeMeHH, — HerpoMKO
nipousHec oH. — OH cKa3aj MHe, uTo OyzeT yOvBaTh HAIllMX BOWHOB OZHOTO 3a
JIPYTUM.

KoTsl 3a ero crivHou B y»kace 3akpudanu. He cBozs ria3 ¢ Cunel 3Be3fpl,
OrHerpyB MoJua »/iaj, rmoka y/aspkercs imyMm. C GellleHO KOJOTSIIUMCS CepilieM
OH cTosi U Ge33ByuyHO MOJUI 3Be3JHOe TieMsi /JapoBaTh TPeABOAUTE/bHULIE
CWIbl, YyTOOBI ZIOCTOMHO BCTPETUTh HOBYIO OMACHOCTb. Maso-romany KpUKU
CMOJIK/IU, ¥ BCe TJIeMsi BMeCTe CO CBOMM IvialiaTaeM o0partuio B3opbl K CuHelt
3Be3ze, oxujas ee pelleHus. [7e-To BAasU TNPOH3UTE/ILHO 3aKpyuasja COBa,
TrposieTasi Mexny JlepeBbsMHU.

CuHss 3Be3zia OAHS/IA TOJIOBY.

— OH xoueT yOuUTh MeHsi! — TIPOrOBOpMJIa OHA TaK THUXO, UT0 OTHerpuB U
TOT e/[Ba pa3oOpar ee cioBa. — Y paiv CBOETO IjieMeHH 1.

— Het! — paBkHyn OrHerpuB Tak, uto CHHAA 3Be3fa UCIYraHHO
orwiatHynack. Heykemu oHa pemmia otgathk CBOXO ku3Hb Kortro?! Yero onHa
HazieeTCst 3TUM 106uThcsa?! — OH XoueT OTOMCTUThL BCeMy IJIeMeHH, a He OfIHOMN
Tebe!

Cunsisi 3Be3zia 6eCCU/IBHO YPOHUIIA TOJIOBY.

— Kakoe raycHoe rpegaresnscTBo! — rpoiuuriesia oHa. — Kak g Moryia He



pasmisfieTb ero MOAJ/YH AYLIy, KOrja OH >Xuin cpead Hac?! Kakout mypoit s
6butal — OHa 3akpblia I7la3a U yCTajo IMoKauajaa TosioBoid. — be3mo3mioi,
MBIIIEr0JIOBOU JTypou!

Y OrxerpuBa 3arpscivich Jjanbl. [loxoxke, CuHasa 3Be3ja pelunsa
BO3/IOKUTb Ha cebsi BUHY 3a mipectyruieHusi Korts! I[e-To coBcem psiiom
pasfancs TUXuM ronoc pma:

— Bo Bcem BuHOBara CuHsia 3Be3mal OTU I0Ba BbI3Ba/IM IIKBaJ
BO30Y’)K/]eHHBIX BO3I7IaCOB, HO HU OAWH KOT He CTajJ CIOPUTb C MOJIOJbIM
BOMHOM. OrHerpMB C TOCKOM TIOHSI, YTO CHOBAa /[O/DKeH OpaTh BCHO
OTBETCTBEHHOCTb Ha Cebsl.

— TIloxopoHuTe ero Ha paccBeTe, — TMpHKa3aql OH, oOpamiasich K
Honroxsocty u Bypomy. — CuHsist 3Be3z1a OyJeT BCO HOUb, /10 YTPa, CUZETh Ha/l
TesioM BerporoHa. — OH mocMmoTtpesn Ha mnpeaBoauTesbHuUlly. CuHssg 3Be3fja
0e3BONBHO cHjlesla Ha 3emJie, VIS TMPsSIMO Tiepes; COOOW B OFHY TOUKY.
OrnerpuBy I10Ka3aa0Ch, YTO OHA Ja)Ke He yCJIbIllaja ero CJo0B.

— $ mpucoesUHIOCH K Hel, — pa3zajicsl HerpoMKui ronoc bypana.

[namaraii ¢ 6GrarofapHOCTbIO TIOCMOTpen Ha OesoCHeXHOro BOWHA,
KOTOPBI HETOPOILJTMBO BbIIIe/ U3 TOJMbI, Ipubnu3uics K CuHel 3Be3ae U cen
PSIZIOM, TIDVDKABIIUCH K ee OOKY.

N3 memepsl Illep6atoii, mpuxpambiBasi, Bbilivila Kucrtouka u mepBoi
rozouuia K teny Berporona. Bce npuiuio B aBmkeHue. OvH 3a JpYyrUM BOUHBI
Haua/l CTATUBATbCS K LIEHTPY TMOJISHbI, UYTOOBI OTAATh TMOC/eJHUE TI0YeCTH
norubiieMy ToBapwuily. [Ipoxofisi, Kakaplii M3 HUX HEPBHO TMOIJISIAbIBa/ Ha
CuHio0 3Be3[ly, HO MpeJBOAUTE/bHULA TO-TIPEXXKHEMY He TOJHMMaa /a3 OT
3eMJIN.

V3 fneTckorl TUXOHBKO BBICKO/Ib3HY/a CHHersa3Kka M, HeXXHO TPUKaBLIMCh
LIeKOU K TeJly MePTBOTO BOWHA, eJie CJIBIIIHO MpOLIerTasa CJoBa IMPOLaHUSI.
CrenoMm 3a Hell Mokasasach 3narollerika. Ha mopore oHa ocCTaHOBWIaCh U
B3MaxOM XBOCTa IIpUKa3aja KOTITaM He [BUratbCs C Mmecta. [lorpyxeHHbIA B
cBoe rope, OrHerpuB BHe3arHO B3ApOrHy/. [lonocaTeiii KOTEHOK BBITSIHYJI LIEHO
13 Tielllephl U C JTF0O0MBITCTBOM Tapallly/ I7la3eHKU Ha MePTBOTO BOWHA, YOUTOTO
ero otuoM. CoBepllIeHHO HeOoXWJaHHO OrHerpuBy I10Ka3aja0Ch, YTO IJla3aMU
5TOr0 HEBMHHOI'O MaJiblllla Ha MepTBerja CMOTPUT cam Korots!

Ho BoT 3narolelika He)KHO /TM3HY/Ia BeTporoHa B 1jeKy, 1 OrHerpus pe3ko
BCTPSIXHY/T TOJIOBOM, OTrOHSIST TOCThIAHBbIe Mbiciu. OH o00si3aH BepuTh B
3naTolerky U B cBoe IieMsi! Bce BMecTe OHM BOCIUTAOT 3TOTO KOTEHKa U
Hayuar ero ObITb BEDHBIM BOMHCKOMY [I0JITY, KOTODbIH MPEeCTYIN/I ero oTel].

Korga 3natomeiika oroiiia, OrHerpuB mnipubnusuicsi K BeTporony wu
JIU3HYJI €r0 TYCKJIYIO LIepCTh.



— $1 oTomiIly 3a TBOO rubesib, — HErPOMKO Toobelria OH.

OTxops, OH BAPYr yBHJeEN YblO-TO TeHb, MeJIbKHYBIIYIO BO3je BbicOkoM
Ckasnbl. Yactokon! OrHerpyB 3aMeTW/I, KaK IMO0CAThIii BOMH OBICTPO TiepeBest
B34 ¢ BerporoHa Ha CuHIOIO 3Be3zy, U Ivla3a ero cBepkHy/id. He rues, a
KaKas-TO CTpaHHasi 3aJyMuMBOCTb Touyaunack OrHerpyMBy BO B3IVIsi[e
110JI0CAaTOr0 BOMHA. BCTpeBOXKeHHbIM M pacTepssHHbIM, OTrHerpuMB BCKOUMII CO
cBoero Mecra. Hazfio Heme[|JleHHO YWTH OTCIOla U XOTb HEMHOTO TOOBLITH B
nokoe! TonbKo Ternepb, MPOIUpasiCb CKBO3b MarOpOTHUKU K melijepe [llep6artoii,
OH TIOUYBCTBOBaJ 00/ib OT YKYCOB U paH. Teso ropesno oT 6011, a To/ioBa MyxJa
OT TPEBOXKHBIX U TOPECTHBIX MbIC/IEH!

[Tocpeny mnonsiHBIL, Ha MOsATauKe YTONTaHHOW TpaBbl cuzen lLlaparka.
[Menesntoriika u [epbaTasi CKIOHWINCH Hafl ero W3paHeHHOU jaroi. [emnentolika
BbITAlllW/Jla M3 TMOJAYILIEYKM Ha €ero Janke KOMOK TayTWHKW, u llapanka
00oJie3HEHHO CMOPILUICS.

— Bce eme KpoBoTOUMT! — C TpeBOrod coo0Iuaa yudeHUlla
L{e/TUTe/TbHULIBI.

— Hy>kHO HeMe/j;IeHHO OCTaHOBUThL KPOBb! — rpockpuriesa Illepbaras. —
Ecim paHKa He TO[iCOXHeT, OHa MOXKeT JIeTKO 3aTHOUThCS!

— $1 Buepa cobpasa HEMHOTrO XBOIlla, — 3a/lyMUMBO TPUIIYPUIaCh
[Tenemomika. — YTO eciu, mpekJe 4Yem IMpUK/IaAbIBaTh IAyTHHY K DPaHKe,
KallHyThb B Hee HEeCKOJIbKO Kariejib COKa M3 XBolla? 3OTO [O/DKHO TOMOYb
CTIpaBUTHCS ¢ KpoBoTeueHueM! IllepOarast 3aypuana.

— OminyHasi MbIc/ib! — BBICTPO 00epHYBILKCh, CTapyXa MOCEeMeHu/Ia B
cBoey memiepe, a Ilementoiika 3a)kasa Jankod KpOBOTOYallytro paHy lLlapankwu.
‘TonbKO Tereps OHa 3aMeTH/1a CTOsIero y Bxoga Oruerpusa.

— OrHerpuB! — BOCK/IMKHY/IA OHA, C »KaJIOCTBIO IS4 Ha Hero. — UTo C
TOOO?!

— IlycTaku! — ormaxHysicsa oH. — Ilapouka LiaparnvH /1a YKyCOB, TOJIBKO U
Bcero!

— ToBOpsT, Ha HAc Hamajau BCe Te »Xe Opojsure KOTbI? — CIIPOCHII
Llaparika, moBopauuBasi ro/ioBy K OrHerpuBy. — U uTo ¢ HUMU Ob1 KOrots...
Hey>xenu npasaa?

[Terenmromika ycraBuwiack Ha OrHerpuBa, IOTOM IIOTpOraja pPbDKEro
OpY’KeHOCLIa 3a U3paHeHHYO JIalIKY.

— Bor, gepxu 3zecs!

— {1? — pacrepsiiics TOT.

— TBOs j1ar1a — ThI U iepyKu! — oTpe3asia MajeHbKas LenurensHuna. — U
TIOTOPOMUCh, €C/IM He XOuelllb, YTOObI C 3aBTpaIlIHero AHs TeOs Ha3bIBaIu He
[apankou, a Tpexiankou!



Maribliil TOC/TYIIHO 3a/ipast Jary U 3a)kasl Kpasi paHbl 3ybamu.

— CuHsis 3Be3za He [Jo/DKHA Obljla OTMYCKaTh HA BOJIKO 3TOTO HErofsis! —
HerpoMKo cka3ana [lenemtorika OrHerpuBy. — Hajjo Ob1I0 MPUKOHUYUTH €ro, pa3
y>K Obl1a Takasi BO3MOXXHOCTB!

— OHa He criocobHa Ha XJIaJHOKPOBHOe YOMICTBO, — TOKadas roJ0BOM
OrnerpuB. — TbI 1 caMa He Xy)ke MeHs [IOHKWMaelllb 3T0. [lernestoiika He cTana
CIIOPUTb.

— 3ayemM OH BepHY/ICS? — IIOMOJIYaB, CIIpocuia OHa. — M Kak OH MoOr
yOuTh BOMHA, C KOTOPLIM CTOJILKO pa3 cpaxkasics 60K o 60k?!

— OH ckazan MHe, uTo coOupaercs youBaTh Bcex ['DO30BBIX KOTOB, /10
KOTOPBIX CMOXeT A00paThCsi, — MpayHO 0TBeTH/1 OTHEerpuB.

[Tenenrolika B UCIyre OTIIATHY/ACh, a Llaparnka ciaBieHHO axHY/I CKBO3b
CTUCHYTbIE 3yObl.

— Ho 3auem?! — BbIIOXHY/Ia MajleHbKas LieJINTe/IbHULA.

— 3arem, uto ['po3oBoe mieMsi He [aa0 eMy TOro, 4ero OH Xxorea! —
BblJjaBU/1 OrHerpuB, 4YyBCTBYS, KaK I7la3a eMy 3aCTUliaeT HeHaBUCTb.

— Yero e OH XoTen?

— BrITh NIpeBoguTEIEM, — TIPOCTO OTBeTWU/1 OrHerpus.

— Ho Hey)xenu OH He MOHUMaAET, UTO Telepb OH BCe PaBHO He CMOXXeT UM
crarb?! HamajeHuss Ha HalIMX BOWHOB W YOuiiCTBa Bpsifi /i TIOAHUMYT €ro
aBTOPUTET B IyieMeHU! — yBepeHHO 3asBuia llemnetoliika.

OrHerpuB HeBOJILHO 3ajyMasica. BosmoxHo, Ilemesnrorika ripaBa, U Bce
BOBCe He TakK Y Oe3HaziexxHO... Ecyii Ob1 Tonbko CuHsist 3Be3a He Obuia Tak
c1aba! A ecnu ciyuutcs camoe xyziiee? EcTh /i B TJIeMeHM [JOCTaTOUHO
YMHBIM W CU/IbHBIM BOWH, KOTOPbIM CMOXET 3aMeHUTb Ipe[BOJWUTE/bHULLY?
OrnerpuB 3akmypuicsi. OH [JaBHO MOAO3peBas, UTO €ro mjemsi CMepTeIbHO
6outcs moryuero Kortsi u ero 6ecrolina/HbIx BOUHOB. KTo 3HaeT, He MpeArnouTyT
7Y BOMHBI B1acTh Kortst rubemu B 6010 ¢ ero 6aHmori?

— TbI BepulLb B TO, YTO FOBOPHILBL? — PE3KO CIIPOCUJI OH.

Bmecto otrBera Ilementollika ycTpemMwsia Ha Hero AOATUMA B3IVIsAZ CBOUX
SICHBIX TO/TyOBIX T71a3.

[Moc/ibliancs MIOpPoOX TSHKeJbIX I1aroB, U TPOe KOTOB pe3Ko 00epHY/UCh K
[Ilep6aToii, TsoKeMo BbLIe3arollell 3 CBoel melrephl. V3 macTy crapyxul CBUCA
Oosbiioli MoTOK mayTuHbL. OH Opocusia cBoro Hoiry miepes [lemesntoikod u
I'PO3HO CIIPOCHJIA:

— Tak BO UTO Thl BepUILIb?

— B 710, yro Korote HHKOrZa He CTaHeT mNOpejBoauTesieM [po30BOro
rieMeHr! — TpPOMKO OTBeTW/Ia yueHwWl|a. [/1a3a CcTapyxu NOTEeMHe/NIW, U OHa
Ha/|0JIr0 3aMoJ/1vyasa.



— A g B€prO B TO, UTO Yy Kortsi XBaTuT Cui1 U BOIU CTaTb TeM, KeM OH
TOJIBKO T10XKeJiaeT! — HaKOHEIl ITIPOCKPUIIEe/id OHd.



I'naBa XVIII

— Dtoro He OyzeT, moka OrHerpuB KUB! — pe3ko Bo3pasuia [lenentolika.
OO6pazioBaHHbIM ee foBepreM, OTHETPUB OTKPbUT ObLIO POT, UTOOBI OTBETUTH, HO
TYT pa3zanoch KanobHoe MsiyKaHbe Llapanku:

— KpoBb 10 cuX MOp He 0CTaHaB/IUBaeTCs!

— IloTeprii emje HeMHOro, — OXUBWIACH LenuTesnbHUlla. — Hy-Ka,
[Teresmrowika! 3amMuCh MMAyTUHOMW, a S MOKA OCMOTPKO paHbl OrHerpvBa. —
[ToaToNKHYB MayTUHY TOO/MMKe K yuyeHUlle, OHa ToBesia OrHerpuBa K CBoei
nierjepe. — IlocToi-Ka TyT, — Bejiesia OHa, HbIPSAsI BHYTPb, U BCKOPE BbLIe3/1a
00paTHO C TI0JTHOM TIaCThIO pa3KeBaHHBIX TpaB. — Hy, Tak rje y Hac 60uT?

— CuibHee Bcero BOT TyT, — IoxanoBajics OrHerpus, IOBOpauuBasi
rOJIOBY U MOKa3bIBasl Lie/IUTeIbHULIE TIPOKYILIEHHOe I1/1eY0.

— Tak oHO u ectb, — kuBHyna lllepbaTasi ¥ TIpUHSAIACh aKKypaTHO
BTWpaTb B paHy TpaBsAHyr Kamwmuy. — CuHgsg 3Be3zia COBCeM IioTepsijia
roJIOBY, — MpoOOpMOTasia OHa, He OTPhIBAsICh OT CBOETO 3aHSITHUSI.

— {1 3Hato, — B370xHYy/1 OrHerpus. — [lymaro, Ha/lo ceiluac ke OTIPaBUTh
B JIeC HeCKOJIbKO MaTpyJiel. ITO JO/DKHO ee XOTb HEMHOI'O yCIIOKOUTb.

— Bo BcsikoM ciyuae, 3TO YCIOKOUT 1ieMsi, — cornacuniachk Iepbatas. —
Bce He Ha LIyTKy HamyraHsl.

— Eme 6b1! — kuBHyn OrHerpyuB U TYT ke 0O0/€3HEHHO CMOPIIUIICS,
TIOTOMY UTO Lie/IUTeTbHULIA TIPUHS/IACh 3aCOBBIBATh TPaBY IMTyOOKO BHYTPh paHbl.

— Kak wuger moaroroBka opykeHocuieB? — crpocuna Illep6atas.
OrHerpvB B KOTOpBIM pa3 TOpa3w/csi ee TaKTy U JenukatHOCTU. He Obuio
COMHEHUM, UTO CTapasi IieJiuTe/lbHULIA TbiTajlach Kak Obl HeB3Hauail /jaThb eMy
ouepesHOW MY/ZPbIA COBET.

— C 3aBTpaliHero yTpa s paclopsKyCh YCKOPUTh UX OOyueHue, —
noobeljas OH, UyBCTBYSl, KaK TOCK/JIMBO CXUMaeTcs ropso. [ne-To ceifuac
Benbi! Hukorya ertie oH He ObLT Tak HY)KeH 1ieMeHH, Kak ceiiyac! ITyctb oH
3a/laBaJicsl U TipeHeOperas BOMHCKKM JIO/ITOM, HO HUKTO B TJIeMeHU He MOoCMe
ObI OTKa3aTh eMy B XpabpocCTu, cusie 1 JIOBKOCTHU!

[Tlep6arasi HaKOHeL| OCTaBW/IA ero I/1eyo.

— ¥xe Bce? — o0pajioBasicss OrHerpus.

— Iloutu. Cefiuac oOpaboTar0 MeJjiKMe IlapalMHKWA W OTMylly TeOs! —
IpoBOpUYasa Crapyxa, MPUCTAJbHO IVIA[As HA Hero OIPOMHBIMHM JKeJTbIMU
rnazamu. — Habepuch xpabpocTy, rOHBIN mamiaraii! — mogboapuia oHa. —
st I'pO30BBIX KOTOB HaCTa/lu TsKeJible BpeMeHa, HO HUKTO He CMOXKeT CJie/arh



J/Isl CBOero ryieMeHy 6Gosnblile, ueM Thl. — CJIOBHO B TIOATBEPI)K/|€HHE ee CJI0B
B/laj/ieKe TIOC/IBIIIA/ICS TSDKe/bIM packaT Tpoma. 3joBeluii 3Hak! 3abbiB 0
no6peix crnoBax Iepbaroi, OrHerpyB UCITyTaHHO CXKaJICS U OIIeTUHUII IIepPCTh.

— Korza oH C 3a1e4eHHbIMU paHaMM BEPHYJ/ICSA Ha TIO/SIHY, TO OYE€Hb
YAVBWI/ICS, YBHUJIEB, UTO MOUTW HUKTO TaK W He Jjier crnatb. CuHsig 3Be3qa,
Kuctouka v BypaH Tuxo cuzenu Haj, TeioM BeTporoHa, vx omnylijeHHbIe M€Yl U
CK/IOHEHHbIE€ TOJIOBbI BbIpa)Kaau IMyOOKyr0 CKOpOb IO TOTUOIIIEeMYy BOHHY.
OcTanbHble KOTbl Ma/leHBKUMHU TPYNINKaMH JeXald [00Aanb, I/a3a HX
HaCTOPOYKEHHO T100JIeCKMBAIM BO ThMe, a KOHUMKH YIlleli HepBHO TOZjparuBaliy,
JIOBSI MaJIEUIIINHI [IOPOX, AOHOCSIIUUCS U3 TIPUTUXILIEr0 HOYHOTO Jieca.

OrHerpuB npuner y Kpas mosisiibl. OT HEMOABWKHOW ChIPOW IYXOThI Y HEro
C/lerKa ToTpeckuBasa lepctb. Kasanoch, BeCh jiec 3amep B OXKWJaHUU T'PO3bI.
OH wuckoca nomsigen Ha CunHroro 3Be3ny. lIpegBogutenbHULIA HETIOABUXKHO
pacriactajach Ha 3eMJie, MPHKaBIITHCh K 00Ky bypaHa.

Ubsi-TO TeHb MeJbKHYJIa Ha Kparw MoJissHbl. OrHerpyMB pe3Ko MOBEPHYJI
rojioBy u yeuzen Yacrokona. BamaxHyB XxBoCcTOM, OrHerpvMB MoJiua BeJiesl eMy
npubMM3UTLCA. YacTOKOM Me/[/IeHHO TTO/I0IIe/T 1 OCTAaHOBUJICS TIepe/] I/ialllaTaeM.

— Kak TOnMbKO BepHeTCsI pacCBeTHBIM MaTPy/b, Thl BO3bMEIb OTPSJ U
ToBe/lelllb Cieqyrommi, — pacrnopsauiacsi OrHerpuB. — C 3aBTpalliHero yTpa
MbI OyZeM OTIPAB/IATH 10 TPU CBEPXYPOUHBIX TATPy/si KaKAbld JeHb. Kpome
TOTO, B Ka)KJJOM T1aTpyJie Tereph OyzeT He MeHbIIle TPeX BOUHOB.

YacToKoJ1 X0/104HO rocmoTpest Ha OrHerpusa.

— 3aBTpa C yTpa s WAy 3aHUMatbcsi C TpoctuHkoM. Y OrHerpuBa OT
3/I0CTH Jla’Ke 111ePCTh BCTasia AbI00M.

— 3HauMT, BO3bMeIlIb ee ¢ COO0M, — TIPOIIHUIeN OH. — JTO OyzeT /s Hee
XOpollell TpeHUPOBKOW. B 060M ciyyae HaM HY)KHO YCKOPHUTH ITOJATOTOBKY
opyeHocLieB. YaCTOKo/s ejile 3aMeTHO [JepHy/a YyllaMd, HO XJIaJHOKPOBHO
BbIJlepyKast B3r/isi, OrHerpuea.

— Kak ckaellib, riamiatai, — HerpoOMKO CKa3asl OH, U IJla3a ero CTpaHHO
CBEPKHYJIH.

Ycrano nepepnsuras nansl, OrHerpuB 1uiencst B neilepy CrHel 3Be3bl.
[TonmeHb emnje He HACTYMW/I, @ OH YKe ABaK/bl OTIPABJSI/ICS MaTPY/IMPOBaTh
rpanuiibl. IToce rubenmu BeTporoHa >kKvM3HbB B jlarepe pe3KO TepeMeHM/Iach.
BoWHBI U OpY)KEHOCLIbI COMWBa/MMCh C Jar, TOCTOSHHO OO0XO/Asi TeppHUTOPHIO
riemeHu. [lopeneBiiee r1ieMss  efBa  CHOPABAs/IOCH C  BO3POCLIMMU
obsi3anHOoCcTAMU. [lockonbky 3maromieiika W CHHersa3ka  MO-TIPEXKHEMY
HaXOJIWTHCh B IeTCKOW, BesbIm vcues, a Berporon moru6, pabotsl mpubaBuioch
y BCeX, a y Oraerpusa rouTyv He 0CTaBajioCb BpEMEHHU Ha COH U efly.

CuHsis 3Be3/ja, CBEpHYBIIIMCh, JieXKalla B CBoel Tierriepe. ['71a3a ee ObLIH



MOMy3akpbIiThl, U OTHErpUB B MEPBbIA MOMEHT WCHIYTrajcs, MOJyMaB, 4TO
TIpeJJBOUTE/IbHUIIA 3apa3uach 00/e3HbI0, OT KOTOPOM yMUpalud KOThbl B
ninemenu Teneil. CuHsisi 3Be3fia BhIVIsAzena ykacHo. Illepcts ee etrje Gormbiie
CBa/siiach, U OBLIO SICHO, UTO Y TPeABOAUTE/NbHULIBI OO/bIle HET HU CHU/, HU
KejlaHusi ceiuTb 3a coboit. OHa cujena, CropOuBILKCh, C YHBUION
TTOKOPHOCTBIO KOIIIKH, 6€3yd4acTHO >KAyITiel HaCTyTIIeHUs] CMEepTH.

— Cunsst 3Be3fa! — HerpoMko OK/IUKHY/ ee OrHerpuB. CTapasi KOIIKa
Me/lJIeHHO TIOBEepHYJIa T0JIOBY B €0 CTOPOHY.
— MBI NOCTOSIHHO TMpouYechiBaeM jiec, — A0n0Kua1 OrHerpuB B Haflex/le,

yTo ero OOApPHIN /e/0BOM TOH XOTh HEMHOTO OTBJIEUeT MpeABOAUTETLHULLY OT
MpauHbIX MbIC/IEM. — 3a BCe 5TU JHU Mbl HU pa3y He BUenu cyiefoB Korrs uim
ero IIanKH.

Cunss 3Be3na Mosua OTBepHy/aach. OrHerpuB MOMeJJIn, pasfyMblBasi, He
n00aBUTh /U ellle UTO-HUOYb, HO TIPeABOAUTETHLHUIIA MO/TUa 3aBepHY/IA JIalKu
1oJ TPYAKYy M yCTajao 3akpbuia a3a. OrHerpyMB YHBUIO TIOBECWI TOJIOBY M
TIOTISATHJICS K BBIXOLY.

[Tocne monympaka, Lapsiljero B Iiellepe NpeJBOAUTEbHULIbI, 3a/JIUTast
COJHIIEM TIOJIsTHA Ka3ajach 0COOEHHO Becesiol U MUPHOU. [7iss1 Ha Hee, TPYHO
ObUIO TIOBEpUTh B TO, UTO TJIEMEHH YTIPOXKaeT CMepTesbHasi OMacHOCTb. Y
ropora ieTckoit Bypeiii 3a6aBsisisicsi ¢ CuHerna3KuHbIMUA JIeThMU, T03BOJISISI UM
JIOBUTb CBOM XBOCT, a Moryuui bypan otgpixan B TeHr Bricokor Ckasibl.

OrnsigeBuiich, OrHerpuB 3ametun Ilecuanyro bBypro, ¢ amnmerurom
3aBTPAKaBLIyK T[OC/Je BO3BpallleHUus1 U3 mnarpyias. YeBuzgeB ee, OrHerpus
TIOUYBCTBOBa/I HEOXXUJAHHBIW TIPUWIUB pajoCcTyh. Heyxenn OH He MOXeT XOTb
HEMHOT'O OTBJIEUbCSI OT €)KeIHEBHBIX 3a00T O TJIeMeHU U TOOXOTUThCS Jjist cebsi?
EnBa caeprxkvBasi paloCTh, OH TPOMKO KpUKHY/ [lecuanout Bype:

— Tb1 korma-to obelrjasia modiMaTh MHe KpOJMKa, MOMHMUIIL? MOXKeT,
OBICTPEHBKO TTOOXOTUMCS BABOEM?

Ilecuanass bypss BckuHysna rosioBy. B miasax ee OrHerpuB yBUZel
Ge3MOJIBHBIM OTBET, OT KOTOPOTO ero 6poCuIo B >Kap.

— OmmmuHo! — BocknukHyna Ilecuanasi Bypsi, ToponimBo mporyiarbiBast
noc/ieiHU Kycouek 3aBTpaka. OOmu3biBascb Ha Oery, oHa TiofjieTena K
OrHerpvBy, ¥ OHHM BMeCTe HANpaBWU/IMChb B CTOPOHY IArilOPOTHUKOIO TYHHEJIS.
BmecTe OHU B3/1eTe/v MO CKJIOHY XOJIMa M CTynuau B jec. Cnenys 3a [lecuanou
Bypeii, OrHerpuB HeBOJLHO J1HOOOBAsiCSi Urpoll ee CUJIbHBIX MYCKYJIOB,
repeKaThIBaBIINXCS MO/l HEXXHOM TajieBou 1mepcThio. OH 3Has, uto IlecuaHas
Byps ycTana He MeHblle [PYTMX, 3HaJ/, UTO CerofHs C paHHero yTpa OHa ycliesa
HECKOJIbKO pa3 00eXkaTh I'DaHUIlbl, HO Celiuac OHa CTPEeMUTE/IbHO JieTesla Haj
TPaBOMH, JlaXke He TbITasICh 3aMe/[/TUTb CBOU Oer. PoT ee ObLa cjierka TIPUOTKPBIT,



4TOOBI HE MPOITYCTUTh HU OFHOTO 3araxa.

— CuwuTal, OAHOTO MBI Yy)Ke MNouMaiud! — TMpolenrtasa KOIIEYKa,
TPYIIUPYSACh B OXOTHUYBIO CTOWKY. OrHerpuB 3amep, a IlecuaHass Byps
HeCJIBIIITHO TIOT0/13/1a B KycTapHUK. OH UyBCTBOBAa/I CH/IbHBIM KPOJWUWH 3ariax,
OB/, KaK T/IYIbIA 3BepeK K UeMy-TO TIPUHIOXHBAeTCs BO3jie 3apociiei
nariopotHrka. M Tyt IlecuaHass Byps mpeirHysa, ITIyMHO pa3jBUTasi JIUCTBY.
OrHerpyB YC/bIIIa, Kak KPOJIMK OeleHO KOJIOTHT 3a[[HUMHM JiallaMy TI0 CyXOu
3emJie, TBITasICh CHAacTHUCh. He pa3gymbiBas, OTHETpUB TMpPBITHYJ, BeTel B
TIAIMIOPOTHUKY U yTiaj Ha KPOJIMKA, CYMEBIIIEro KaKMM-TO UYyIOM BBIPBATLCS U3
ocTpbiX Korted Ilecuanoit Bypu. OfHUM yKycOM OH OBICTPO TIPUKOHUM/I €ro U
6e3Mo/IBHO mMOOIarofapui 3Be3fHOe TIeMsI 3a TO, YTO OHO He 3abbiBaeT
HAIoOJIHATE Jiec OoraToil [MoObIuel, XOTs W He JKejaeT TOC/AaTh AOKIL Ha
BBICOXIITYIO 3eM/Tt0. I')po3a, KOTOPYIO ellle HeCKOJIbKO JHEeH Ha3aj, MpeJBerau
I'POMKHE PacKaThl U BCIIOJIOXH, TaK W He pa3pa3wiach, ¥ pacKaJeHHbIA BO3IyX
OBLT MO-TIPEXKHEMY HETIO/IBUKEH B YIITHOM JIecy.

[Tecuanass Bypss moAckouwna K OrHerpuBy, CK/IOHUBIIEMYCS Haj
HETO/IBIDKHBIM KDOJIMKOM. YC/IbIIIIAB ee TshKesloe OBICTpOe [bIXaHWe, OH
BHE3aITHO TIOUYBCTBOBAJI, UTO MY TOXKe He XBaTaeT BO3ZyXa.

— Cnacubo, — mpoinientana oHa. — YUTO-TO 51 CEerofiHs ejie IBUraroCh.

— §1 Toxke, — mipu3Hancs OTHerpuB.

— Tebe Ha/I0 OTAOXHYTH, — JIACKOBO CKa3asia KOIIKa.

— Hawm BceM HyXeH OTpIX, — TipobopMoTan OrHerpus, Tasi Mo/, B3IVISIZIOM
ee 3eJIeHbIX IJ1a3.

— Ho TbI TpyauIbes B 1Ba pa3a 0osibliie mr0060ro u3 Hac!

— CnuimkoM MHoOro 3a60T1, — B30xHY/ OrHerpuB. [IpucTanbHO TSI Ha
BEPXYIIIKU 3e/IeHbIX JIEPEBBEB, OH €J1e CJIBIIIHO BhIJaBUI: — KpoMe TOro, Teriephb
s1 OOJIBIIIe He 3aHAT C Besbiom. ..

C KaxIplM JHEM OH BCe OCTpee TIepeXKWBaj IIOTEPI0 MaJIeHBKOTO
ruieMsiHHMKa. OZHO BpeMsi OH B TaliHe HaJes/ICs, UTO MaJIbIIl Hal/IeT I0pory B
narepb ¥ BepHETCs, HO JHW TIPOXOJAW/U 3a JHAMH, a OoT Besbiiia He ObLIO HU
CJIyXy HU Oyxy. HaBepHOe, TIpUIIIO BPeMSI CMUPUTLCS C TeM, UTO 0OoJsibIilie UM
HUKOT/Ia He CYXKJeHO yBUJeThCA...Uem Oonbiite OrHerpus gyman 00 3TOM, TeM
CWIbHee Tep3aJio ero YyBCTBO BUHBI 3a TIOTEPI0 000X OpPY>KeHOCIIEB — CHavasia
[Merentomiku, a Teriepb U benbima. Kak OH MOXKeT HWCIOMHATh O00sS3aHHOCTU
T/1aliarasi, eCii He CymeJl CTaTb XOPOIIMM HacTaBHUKOM?! OH 106pOBOJIBHO
B3BaJIWJI Ha Ce0s HEMOCWIbHBIA Tpy3 TMATPY/IMPOBAaHUS W OXOTHI, UYTOOBI
orpaBJaTh cebs Tiepes; MyieMeHeM W pa3BesTh COOCTBEHHbIE COMHEHWS B CBOeH
TI0/Ie3HOCTH.

Ho Ilecuanas Byps, ka3anoch, fake He 3aMeTWIa ero 03a00YeHHOCTH.



CKJ/IOHUB r0J/IOBY, OHa JIETOHBKO TKHYJIa HOCOM MEpPTBOIO KPOJIMKa.

— Bce myieMsa BanmuTcs € janm OT ycTanocth. XoTb Obl CuHsSs 3Be3ja
yMeHbIIIW/a YMCI0 maTpynei! — medTaTeslbHO B3[0XHy/Ja OHa. — B koHIe
KOHIIOB, TI0C/Ie CMepTH BeTporoHa HUKTO Oosbiiie He Bujen Korrs.

3arnisiHyB B ee T7a3a, OrHerpuB IOHS/I, YTO OHa OOMaHbIBaeT camy ceOsl.
HuKTO B 1yleMeHU He Bepu/ B TO, UTO KOroth Tak JIerKO OTKa)KeTCSi OT CBOMX
HamepeHui. Bce ObLIM MO-TIpe)KHEMY HartyraHbl. KaXkablil [leHb, MaTpyIUpys
rpaHulibl, OrHerpyB BU/ie/l, KaK HarpsbKeHbl UAYILIYE PSIOM C HUM BOWHBI, KaK
HAaCTOPOXKEHHO B3/]parvMBalOT MX YIIW U NPUOTKPBIBAIOTCS PThI, JIOBSIIME 3araxu
neca. bosiee TOro, oH 3ameuas, 4yTO Cpefd KOTOB C KaXKAbIM [JHeM HapacTaeT
pa3apakeHue npoTuB CuHel 3Be3/bl, KOTOpasl BIajia B anaTUIO KakK pa3 TOr/a,
KOrja mjiemMsi Hy>KIaJIoChb B CIUIOUEHUW Mepes; JMILOM HEeBUIWUMOM OIaCHOCTH.
OpHako mocyie HOUHOTo OfeHus1 y Tpyrna BerporoHa CuHsisi 3Be3ia MOUTH He
TOKa3bIBa/IaCh M3 CBOEU MeIlephl.

— TIloka MBI He MOXeEM pexe MaTpy/JvupoBaTh JieC, — B3A0XHY/
OrHerpuB. — Hy>KHO MOCTOSTHHO OBITH HAUEKY.

— Tb1, B camoMm fiesie, Bepuillb B TO, 4To Korote Hac Bcex mepebber? —
Tuxo crpocuna [lecuanas byps.

— 41 Bepro B TO, UTO OH MOMBITAETCS 3TO CAenarb. — A uto aymaet CuHss
3Be3ma? — OCTOPOXKHO cripocusa Koirka. — OHa oueHb 0becriokoeHa, —
YKJIOHUMBO OTBeTH/ OrHerpuB. Bo BceM rjieMeHU TOJIBKO OH U bypaH 3Hanu 0
ToM, uTO mosiBieHne Korra cHoBa orbpocuwio CuHiOl0 3Be3ny B Ty
MYUUTE/IbHYI0 TbMY, B KOTOpPOM OHa TipeObIBajla C TeX IIOp, KaK >KeCTOKWM
T71alaTai meITancs youTs ee.

— CuacTbe, 4TO y Hee Ternepb TAKOW OTVIMYHBIA IVialllaTal, — BbIMaauaa
[Tecuanasi bypsi. — Bce 1s1eMsi BepUT B TO, UTO Thl CyMeelllb C YeCThbI0 BbIBECTU
HAaC U3 3TOT0 UCMBITAHUS.

OrHerpuB HEBOJILHO B3/[POTHY/, ellje Oonbliiie cropbuBimch. B mocienHee
BpeMsi OH M CaM He pa3 3amMeuas, YTO KOTbl CMOTDSIT Ha HEro C 3aTaeHHOU
HaJleXX/I0M ¥ Bepod. HO OH 3Ha/, 4To elje CJIMIIKOM MOJIOJ YW HeOIbITeH, U
HCKpeHHe 3aBHZI0Ba/l MyZ[poMy bypaHy C ero HerokojieOMMoW Bepoii B BOJIO
3Be3/IHOTO MJIEMEHU.

— $1 cpenato Bce, UTO B MOMX CUJIaX, — THUXO MoobelIias oH.

— Bosbiiero ot Tebss HUKTO U He XzeT! OrHerpyuB CMYII[EHHO OITyCTHII
I/71a3a Ha KpOJIMKa.

— JlaBaif 3aKoraeM ero TyT, a TToToM 3abepem! OHM crIpsiTanu A00BIUY TIO,
KOpHSIMU ZiepeBa W 1oOpesii B cTopoHy Yetwipex [lepeBbeB. OHH MM MOJTYA,
CTapasiCb HAYEM He BblJIaTb CBoero nmpucyTcTBusi. C Tex mop, kak Korote cHOBa
NosIBUI/ICS B jiecy, OTHerpvB HUKAaK He MOT OTZe/aThCsl OT MBIC/IH, UTO ['pO30BbIe



KOTBI Terepb He TO/IbKO OXOTHUKU, HO U IUYb.

[TogHSBIIMCL Ha BEPIIMHY XOJMa, OOpBIBaBIlIerocs K TosisiHe YeTwipex
[epeBbeB, OHU OJHOBPEMEHHO MOYYBCTBOBA/IM He3HAKOMbIW KOIIAuuy 3arax. Y
OrHerprBa MTHOBEHHO BCTajia JbIOOM IllepcTh, a IlecuaHass Bypsi 3acTbuia Ha
MecCTe, HallpsKeHHO U30THYB CIIUHY.

— beicTpee! — ene cbiHO npoiuvnesn Orverpus. — Hasepx!

C >TumMu (/ioBaMM OH IITHLIEW B3/eTes 0 CTBOMY CTaporo IiiaTaHa.
[Tecuanas byps nocsiefoBana ero npumepy, U BCKOpe, YCTPOUBILIUCH HAa HYDKHEH
BeTKe, OHY y>Ke HaCTOPOKeHHO BCMaTpUBA/IMCh B TPABY M0 JepPeBbsIMH.

Terneppr OrHerpvB He TOJILKO UYBCTBOBAaJI, HO Y C/blllaz He3Hakomia. Eie
yepe3 MCHOBEHHe OH 3aMeTH/l B IMallOPOTHUKAX UYbHO-TO JIETKYHO UYEepHYIO TeHb.
BoT 13 IMCTBBI BBICYHY/IUCH [jBa YTOIBHO-YEPHBIX TPeyroJibHbIX yxa. By atux
yiielt npobyaun B pgyiie OrHerprMBa Kakoe-TO CMYTHOE U JjaXe TIPUSTHOE
BocrioMrHaHue. Kto Obl 3T0 Mor ObITh? B0O3MOXXHO, BOMH W3 COCEIHEro
IJIEMeHH, KOTOPOMY OH KOrja-To B uem-To rnomor? Ho Teneps, Korga TavHOe
npucyTcTBue KorTs 6pocuio 3/10Belllyt0 TeHb Ha BecCb jiec, OTHETPUB yxke He
3HaJI, KOMY MOKHO [J0BepsITb. Bce He3HaKOMLIbI OTHBIHE CTa/Id BparaMu.

OH MeJ/IeHHO BBINYCTWU/I KOI'TH, U3TOTOBUBLLWCH K TIPBDKKY. PAOM € HUM
Apoxasa ot HeteprieHus [lecuanas Bypsi. Korja He3HaKOMBIM KOT OUyTHIICS TIOZ
r1aTaHoM, OTHerpuB M3jas SpOCTHBIN BOIUIb M PYXHYJ/I €My Ha CIIUHY.

UepHblli KOT W3yMJIEHHO B3BU3THYJ, MepeKaTWICS Ha XUBOT U COpOCHUI
IPOTUBHUKA Ha 3eM/it0. OrHerpvB IPOBOPHO BCKOUMJI Ha HOT'U. OH yxe ycriesn
OLIeHWUTh CWJIy M CTaTb 3TOr0 KOTAa W TOHSJ, YTO CyMeeT JIerKO IPOrHarb ero
rnpous. [loBepHyBIIMCHL JIMLOM K Bpary, OH BBbITHY/l CIIMHY Y YIrpo’Karole
sawmrnes. [lecyanas byps TeM BpemeHeM CIpbIrHy/Ia C BeTKY M BCTajla PALOM C
OrHerpuBoM. ['71a3a yepHOro KOTa WCIYraHHO PACIlaXHY/JIUCh — OH IOHSJI, UTO
TporaJl.

Ho mwepcts Ha 3arpuBke OrHerpuBa yke pasmiafuwiach U OIyCTWJIACH.
[TepBoe uyBCcTBO He oOMmaHysn0 ero! OH y3Ha/n uy)kaka U, Cy/s MO TOMY, Kak
CTpax Ha Jivlle KOTa CMeHHW/ICS o0sierueHreM U PafioCThI0, HEMPOIIIeHbIM TOCTh
TOXKe y3HaJl ero.



['maBa XII

— T'opesnbiii! OrHerpyB NoJCKOUX/I K KOTY U PaZJOCTHO TKHYJI €0 HOCOM.

— Kak 51 pap Tebs BuzieTb, OrHerpuB! — 4epHbIN KOT [IPYy>KeCKU OOAHY/
ero u rnoBepHycs K [Tecuanoi bBype. — A 3To KT0 ¢ ToO0#? ['opuniia?

— Ilecuanas Bypsi! — Hez0BO/IBHO MONpaBU/Ia ero rnajeBas KoLlleuka.

— WI3BuHY, 51 He 3HaJ, — yblOHY/cs [openbiit. — B nocnequuii pas, korjga
s BUgen Tebs1, Tl OblIa B [iBa pa3a MeHbIlle! A Kak IbIMOK? — HaCTOPOKEeHHO
TIPULLY PUJICS OH.

OrHerpvB He VYAWBWICS €ro TOHY. B Ty mopy, Korjja OHM Obuiu
opykeHocuamy, Ilecuanas byps u [Ipim BUzienu B I'opesioM CKopee COIepHUKa,
yeM ToBapwuiiia 1o meiepe. Korga lopesnbiii cbexxan oT cBoero HaCTaBHUKA U
TOCeNUICS B MPeAropbsx, Ha pepme y [IByHorux, [lecuaHas

byps v [IbIM HUCKOJIBKO He TOpeBali O ero ucuesHoBeHuu. Bripouem, u cam
['opernbli Bpsz /M 4aCTO BCIIOMUHAJ O CBOMX MPEXXHUX TOBapUILax.

— [Hpiv B niopsinke, — @oipkHyna [lecuanasi bypsi. — Kcrtatu, Mbl ¢ HUM
Terepb He camble OOJIbIITNe IPY3bsl.

Teruibld BeTepoK 3allyplliaj B JIMCTBE BBICOKMX JepeBbeB, U Oruerpus
BCTPEBOKEHO Moexwicsa. HeokupaHHasg BCTpeya OTB/IEK/IA €ro, OH IT03BOJIWJI
cebe HempocTUTe/nbHO pacciabutbest! BceriomHuB o Korte, OoH TOpOILIMBO
ornszescs U pesko cpocui ['opesoro:

— Uro ThI TyT fenaeiib? Bce 310 Bpemsi 'openbiii ¢ 1HOOOMBITCTBOM
pasrisgbiBan  [lecuanyro bypro, HO, yciblliaB BOMpoOC Apyra, ObICTpO
TIOBEPHYJICS K HEMY Y OTBETUII:

— Pa3bickuBaro Tebst! OrHerpuB BOCIpsiHY/ AyxoM. Kak 310poBo, Korja
TIOMOLLIb IIPUXOAUT OTTYZA, OTKYZa ee coBCeM He zellb! Y ['po3oBoro nieMeHu
KaX/IbIii BOMH Ha cueTy, a [opesblii, XOTb U He 3aKOHUYWI OOyueHusi, He pa3
TIOKa3bIBasl Cebsi CMeJIbIM U OTIBITHBIM OOMI[OM.

— ThI perun BepHyThCA B Iiems?!

— Het! — Topensii faxke ymamMu JepHYJ, TakK IOpa3u ero BOMNpPOC
Oruerpusa.

— Torpa 3auem TbI npuiien? — nopaswicd OrHerpus. B camom pene, ¢
Kakoit ctatu ['opesnbiii cTan 661 J0OPOBO/ILHO BO3Bpall[aThCs B jiec? HecuacTHbIM
KOT >KWI B [TIOCTOSIHHOM CTpaxe C TOr0 Camoro JHsl, KOrJa CydyaHO YBUJeI, KaK
Koroth x/1afiHOKpoBHO ybOusn SlpoxBocTa, ObiBilero rmiaimiarasi ['po3oBoro
rieMeHu. Korga Kororeb rpejripyHsil MONBITKY PaclpaBUTBCA CO CBUZETesIeM,
OruerpuB u Kpyto6ok momoriu T'openomy OGexaTh u3 ruieMeHu. C Tex mop



YyepHbI KOT Tocenwics Ha (epMe U TOAPYXWICS C flumMeHeM — KOTOM-
OZIMHOUKOM, KOTOpBIA He ObLT HM /IOMAlllHUM KOTUKOM, HU JIeCHbIM BOWHOM.
Cyns mo Bcemy, lopenbiii Obin BIO/HE [OBOJEH >XU3HBIO, W JIUIIL OYeHb
cepbe3Hasi MPUUYMHA MOTJIa Obl 3aCTaBUTh €r0 BHOBb BCTYIUTh Ha T€PPUTOPHUIO,
TJie KW ero cMepTesbHbIM Bpar. OTKyza ['opesioMy 3HaTh, UTO y>kacHbl Korotb
JaBHO W3rHaH u3 ['po3oBoro ruieMeHH, a ramiataeM u3bpaH OrHerpus? OH,
HaBepHsKa, yBepeH, 4yTo KOrorb IO-Tipe)kHemy 3aripaB/isieT BCeMH JiejlaMu
ryieMeHu!

— $1 mpuinien, utoObl MOTOBOPUTH C TOOOW, — 03a00YEHHO HAXMYPUJICS
YepHbIN KOT.

— 3aueM? — psiBKHyJs1a [lecuanast Byps. ['opeJiblii HeyBepeHHO TOLIeBe/ U
XBOCTOM.

— Jleno B TOM, UTO... K-KaKOW-TO KOT TIPUILIE] OFHaXK/bl HA TPAHULy MOeu
TepPPUTOPUU, — CMYII[eHHO Haual oH, U OrHerpuBy MoKa3asnochk, OyiTo OH CHOBa
BUJUT Tiepe]; cob0li HecuaCTHOTO OPY»KeHOCI]a, HacMepTh 3amyraHHoro Korrewm.
OH B HeloyMeHUM ycTaBW/cs Ha [openoro, u TOT, eiile O0JbIlle CMYTHUBIIUCH,
TIOSICHUJI:

— $1 HaTkHy/ncA Ha Hero, kKorga oxotwics. OH Mokasancsi MHe O4YeHb
OJVHOKMM M HaryraHHbIM. OH ... [I0OYTHM HUYEro He pacckasas, HO... Ho oT Hero
raxJjio I'po3oBeIM 1y1IeMeHeM!

OrHerpuyB CKJIOHW/I TOJIOBY U BO30Y>K/I€HHO TIOI1I€Be/TU/T YCAMHU.

— I'p030BBIM I/IeMeHeM?! — TiepecripoCcyJ OH.

— OH cKa3saJi, uTo XXUBeT B rHe3/ie y [IByHOrUX, U g TIPOBOJUII €ro Tyja, —
ripogoJoKas ['openbiid.

— Tak 310 6bUT JOMaITHUM KOTUK?! — cripocuna Ilecuanast Bypsi, He cBofs
ri1a3 ¢ I'openoro. — Tel yBepeH, 4TO OT Hero naxsio ['po3oBbIM ryiemeHem?!

— Tbl Aymaellb, s CMOTY 3a0bITh 3arax, KOTOPBIM BIepBble BJOXHY/ OT
»KUBOTa cBoeil Matepu! — orpwi3Hyscs ['openbiii. — Kpome Toro, oH 6bi1 He
TIOX0XK Ha OOBIYHOTO /IOMalllHero KOTWKa. M BooOllje, MHe TIO0Ka3as0Ch, OH He
OUeHb-TO XOTeJI BO3BpalllaTbCs K CBOMM [IBYHOTMM.

YTo-TO TOpsiuee pa3nMIOCh MO XUBOTYy OrHerpuBa, HO OH 3acTaBU/ cedst
cAepykaTbCs U JOCIyLIaTh pacckas ['operioro.

— $1 HUKaK He MOT BbIKMHYTbH M3 T'OJIOBBI €ro 3arax U OJHa)K/[bl BEPHYJ/ICS K
kuuilly JIByHOruX, uToOblI TIOTOJIKOBAaTh C 3TUM KOTOM. K cokaneHWto, B TOT
JeHb OH ObL1 3amepT Joma. $1 MbITajcs TOrOBOPUTH C HUM uYepe3 OKHO, HO
[IByHOTrHWI MPOTrHaI MeHsl TIPOYb.

— A Kakoro 1iBeTa ero mepcTb? — crpocun OrHerpuB, YyBCTBYSI Ha cebe
He/I0BOJIbHBIN B3/, [lecuanoit bypu.

— benas, — orBetun l'openbii. — OueHb NylLIMcTas, JJIUHHAsA U OY€Hb



Genasl.

— Ho Torpga... Torma 3To, HaBepHOoe, besibiin! — Bock/ukHyna [lecyanas
Byps, a OrHerpus ObLT Tak TOTPSICEH, UTO He MOT BLIMOJIBUTb HU CJIOBA.

— Tak BbI ero 3HaeTe? — obpazoBasicst 'opesiblif. — 3HaAUUT, s ObLT TIPaB?
OT10 KoT U3 ['po30BOro njiemeHu?

OrsHerpuB moutTu He CJIbIIIaj, YTO OH FOBOPUT. besbill xuB U 310poB! OH
BCKOUW/T W TIPUHSICS BO30Y)KZIEHHO KPY)XUTh BOKpYyr [opesoro, jambl ero
ZIpO’Kasiv OT BOJIHEHUS U PafOCTU.

— OH B nopsizike?! Uto oH Tebe ckazasn?

— B n-nopsiike, — CMYyILLEHHO Tposierietan l'opesbiid, KPyTs T'OJOBOW,
yToObI yC/ieauTh 3a OeratoiiumM OrHerprBOM. — $ JKe TOBOPIO, UTO B TepBbIii
pa3 OH IOKasasiCsi MHe HeCyaCTHbIM U MedyasbHbIM. HO Korza s yBuzesn ero y
JByHOrux...

— ITevanbHbIM?! — pe3ko octaHoBW/ICS OrHerpus. — HecuactHeiM?! Ho
noueMy? B uem geno? OH 6b11 paHeH? OTBeuaii!!

— Her, HeT! — TOpOM/IMBO yCHOKOW/I ero yepHbI KOT. — OH BbIIVIsZ/

CBITBIM U 370pOBbIM. [IpOCTO OH OBbLT KaKUM-TO OJUHOKUM U TPYCTHBIM. §1
ToZlyMaJjl, UTO OH IIOBeCesieeT, eCyIi 51 TIPOBOXKY €ro JA0MOM, HO TMOYeMy-TO 3TO
ero coBceM He o00pajoBasio. OH Obul Takol mMeyasbHBIM! BOT s U perun
pa3bICKaTh TeOs. ..

OrHerpuB pacTepsiHHO yCTaBWJICA Ha CBOU Jiankd. YTto ke [enarb?!
HecMmoTpsi Ha ropeub pa3/iyKd, OH BCe BpeMsi Hajiesifics, uTo benbin obpereT
CYacTbe B CBOEU HOBOM KU3HMU. .. BBIXOJUT, 3TOr0 He MPOU30IILIO.

— Tak g npaBUIbHO CAefa, UYTo MpUlLlles Crofa? — pacTepssHHO 3axJ/10rall
rnazamu lopenbiif. — Wmn... Vinu 31oT bBesbimn ObuT 3a UTO-TO M3THAH U3
TjieMeHu?

OrHerpvB pelvTesbHO YyCTaBWICS Ha ObiBIlero gpyra. YepHbiii KOT
DUCKOBa/l >KU3HBIO, TpPOOMpasChb Ha TeppUTOpHIO ['PO30BOr0 I/IeMeHU, U
3aC/Ty>KWJT YC/IBILIATh BCHO TIPaBAYy.

— [ByHorue noxutuau benbiiiia u3 neca, — Hauaa oH. — OH ObLT CbIHOM
MOeH CecTpbl U MOMM OpY»KeHOocCL|eM. BOT y»ke ueTBepThb JIyHbI, KAK O HEM He
ObLIO HUKAKUX M3BeCTUM. §1 y>ke Hadasl ymMaTh, UTO OOJbllle HUKOT/IA He YBUXKY
ero.

IlecuaHas byps HacMeITMBO MIPUIIOHSA/IA TOJIOBY.

— C yero TblI B3sJ1, UTO YBUAULIbL ero Ternepb? OH XUBeT Ha TePPUTOPUU
T'opesioro. OH nocenusics B goMe y JIsyHorux! OrHerpus, He Bepst CBOMM YIIaM,
yCTaBUJ/ICS Ha Hee.

— Ho s cobuparock noiiTu u 3abpatb ero 10Moii!

— IlotiTh u 3abpath? — eirie 6osbliie yauBuaach [lecuanas byps.



— Pa3Be TbI He csbluana, yto ckasan l[openeii? OH HecuacTeH! —
3akpuyas OrHerpuB. — f1 f1o/DKeH criacTu ero!

— A TbI YBepeH, UTO OH XOueT, UTOObI ero cracamm?

— A TbI OBI He X0Tea? — BMECTO OTBeTa Ccripocu/ OTHerpuB.

— $1 61 He xoTena! — pe3Ko OTBeTW/a KoIlika. — [loToMy UTO s HUKOTja
He Opana 0wl ey u3 pyk [IByHorux! ['openbiit u3yMeHHO 3aypuas, HO He CKa3asl
HU csioBa. Y OrHerpusa OT 3J/I0CTH JlaXKe LIepCThb B3/eTe/a.

— W TBI cuuWTaelllb, YTO TeIepb €ro Hajo OpPOCUTb — HEeCUaCTHOTO M
OZIMHOKOTO?! — 3ammren OH. — He C/MIIKOM /M »KeCTOKoe Haka3aHue 3a
OLIOKY?!

— 41 3TOrO He MMesa B BUAY, — OTMaxHysack [lecuanas byps. — f xoresna
CKasarb, UTO Thl U CaM He 3Haelllb, XOUeT OH BO3BpalL|aThCs U/IH HeT.

— Topenblli TOBOPUT, YTO OH BBIIVIAZE/] HeCUYaCTHbIM U OJWHOKUM, —
noeropun OrHerpuB. Ho OH yke U cam He OblT yBepeH B TOM, UTO TOBOPUT. UTo
ec/u besbI y)ke ycres NpYBBIKHYTh K JOMallHEeN >XU3HA?

— lopenbii roBOopua € HUM BCero OAWH pa3, — HarnoMHWiIa IlecuaHas
Oypsi, obopaurBasick K ['openomy. — Korza Thl yBUien ero uepe3 OKHO, OH TIO
TIpe)KHeMY T0Ka3ascs Tebe HeCcuaCTHBIM?

— TpypHo ckasarb, — momeBenun ycamu [opensii. — OH en, — esie
C/IBIIITHO 06aBUIT OH.

ITecuanasi bypst TopkeCTByOLL|e TTOBepHy/Iach K OrHerpusy.

— Y Hero ecTb /I0M, y Hero ecTh MU, a ThI I10jaraellib, YTO ero Hazo
criacatb! A o ruiemenu Tbl nogyman?! Tel Hy)keH HaM. Cyzsa 110 BceMy, besbiii
1ies1 ¥ HeBpeuM. OCTaBb ero B IOKOoe.

OrHerpuB Mosiua ycTaBWwiICad Ha mozapyry. Ee maneBas 1iepcTb crosijia
AbIO0OM, I71a3a peluTe/bHO cBepKaiu. Y OrHerpuBa yrasno cepfie, OH TOHsI,
yto oHa mpaBa. Ceifuac, korga CuHsisi 3Be3sja coBceM ocnabena, a 6anza Korrs
yrpoXaeT KW3HU COI/IEMeHHUKOB, OH He MMeeT IpaBa OCTaB/AThb IuieMs. Tem
Oosiee paju KOTa, KOTOPKIM yrKe TI0Ka3a ce0dst )KaJHbIM, JIEHUBBIM 1 HeueCTHBIM!

U Bce ke OrHerpuB He MOT He IIpPeAIIPUHATE MTOC/IeJHIO0 TONbLITKY. OH BCe
ele Bepu/ B TO, YTO beJsibllll MOXKeT CTaTh C/IaBHBIM BOMHOM U IIPOC/IaBUTh CBOE
rieMst. Kpome toro, B I'p030BOM Ij1leMeHH ceryac KaXkKabld XBOCT Ha CYETY.

— $1 po/DKeH mouTH, — TMPOCTO CKasasl OH.

— [HonyctuM, Tl yOeauillb ero BepHYThCs, — KuBHY/a [lecuanast Bypsi. —
Nymaerib, B TyieMeHu OH OyzeT B Gosibliieit 6e3omacHocTu? MoxeT ObITh, eMy
Jy4llle 0CTaTbCo y [JByHOrux?

JlensiHast poxkb TipoOekasna mo Teny OrHerpuBa. ViMeeT v OH MpaBo
BepHYTh benbiiia B memsi u obpeub Ha cmeptb oT jan Korrtsi?! Horu ero
TIO/IKAIIMBA/IUCh OT CMSTEHHs], HO B TTyOMHe AyIIM OH y>Ke 3Hasl, Kak cjiefyeT



TOCTYIIUTb.

— $1 BepHyCh 3aBTpa B IO/eHb, — CKaszal oH. — Ckaxu bypany, Kyza g
TioLIes.

— ThI oK elb NPSIMO Ccelvac? — UCnyraHHo cripocusa [lecuanas Byps.

— be3 Topesioro MHe He HaWTWU J0OMa, r[e Ternepb >XuBeT benbim, —
nosiciun OrHerpuB. — Kpome Toro, st He xouy, uto0Obl ['opesbiii GosTancs 1o
HatieMy Jiecy. OcobeHHO Terneps, KOrfia TyT CKpbiBaeTCst KoroTs.

Y T'opesioro ot cTpaxa Zaxe XBOCT paciyLInICs.

— CKpbIBaeTcqa? — WUCIYyTaHHO Iepecrnpocui OH. — UYTO Tbl Takoe
ropopulib? Pa3Be oH He Bam mamarai? [lecuaHas bBypsi Bbipa3utesnbHO
rocmorpesia Ha Oruerpusa.

— IloiieM, — KHMBHYJ OH yepHOMY KOTy. — OOBsicHI0 110 jopore. [ToBeps,
yeM ObICTpee MbI BbIM/IEM, TEM JTyUIlle.

HbIpHYB B 10//1IeCOK, OH CO BCeX Jial IOHeCCcs Mpoyb OT Jjareps ['po3oBoro
TIJIeMeHH, CTpalllach, YTO MOXKeT repenymarh. JobexkaB [0 BepIlMHBI OBpara,
OrHerpuB 00epHY/ICs uepe3 1ie4o, MocMoTpen Ha beryiiero rno3azau ['openoro u
C cokaneHveM KpukHyJs [Tecyanoit bype:

— ¥YBUguMCcA 3aBTpal

— Tlopoxau!

OH 3aMep Kak BKOIaHHBIM, YCJIbIIIAB ee KPUK M3-3a KyCTOB. Bckope
TNOC/IBIIATIMCH TOPOIUIUBBIE LlIar, U K3-3a JepeBbeB BblIeTesla 3a/JbIXarolasics
KOILIKA.

— Pasymeercs, 3TO )KyTKas IJIYIIOCTb, HO s moWAy ¢ Bamu! Bapyr Bbl
CTOJIKHeTeCh ¢ Korrem uiu HaneTvTe Ha naTpysib IileMeHu Betpa?

HesHnakomas pajocthb 3aronuia cepaue OrHerpusa, Korga IlecuaHas byps
cnenoBasa 3a HUM. [Touemy-To 3TO HallOMHUWIO eMy JajieKve BpemMeHa, KOrzia OH
oxotusicsi BMecTe ¢ ['opensim 1 KpyTobokom. Ho cefiuac Bce GbUI0 TO-/[pyroMy.
HeroaBwXHBIM JIeCHOW BO3[yX C/AOBHO MPWKHAMAal ero K 3emsie, TMOJHAMAs
mepcThb AbiooM. OH Gexkas, cTapasch He JymMaTb O TOM, UTO, BOSMOXKHO, BeJieT
CBOUX /Ipy3eil HaBCTpeuy rubesu.

Tpoe kotoB ObicTpo MuHOBanu YeTwhipe [lepeBa ¥ Hayaiud OCTOPOXKHO
B30MpaThCsl Ha TeppuUTOpHIO TiieMeHu Betpa. B mocennuii pa3 OrHerpus Obin
3pecb ¢ CuHel 3Be3zou. CeluaC MM MPEACTOS/IO TIPOUTH TeM Ke MyTeM U
MOAHATHCS NPEIrOPbsIMUA 10 YroAuk [IByHOTHX, UTO JieXKaT MeXAy TeppuTOpuen
ieMeHd Betpa u Beicokumu I'opamu. K cuacTero, Ha 3TOT pa3s [eHb BbIZAJICs
Oe3BeTpeHHBI, a 3HAuUWUT, MX 3arMax He Oy[eT [Janeko pa3HOCUTHCS TI0
BepeCKOBOM MycTomy. Bo3ayx B mpeAropbsix ObL Myrarollje HeMoJBMKeH U Tak
cyx, uto OTHerpuBy Ka3anoch, Oy/ATO ero 1mepcTh MOTpeCcKUBaeT, COMPUKACAsiCh C
BepeCKOM.



OH BbIOpas MyTh, JieXallliii Ha HaubobllleM OTAa/JeHUU OT Jiarepsi KOTOB
Betpa. [opora 1ina uepe3 TOp@ssHUK. OObIUHO TYT OBLIO OUeHb BSI3KO U ChIPO,
HO TeTepb 3eMJIsi TIOKPbLIaCh CYyXOW KOPKOW, U /laXke BepeCK MecTaMu moOype,
0000KeHHBIN cosHIleM. Korjila oHY MpOXoAWIM MUMO CTapoi 6apcyubeil HOpHI,
OrHerpuB Ope3rMBO CMOPIIWICSA — T1axJI0 OTTY/a COBepIIeHHO HeBLIHOCUMO,
XOTsI 6apCyKU MOKUHY/U CBO€ YKWIHUIIe MHOTO JIyH TOMY Ha3afl.

— Tak 4TO BCe-Taku CIyuwsocb C Korrem? — HapyliWl MoYaHUe
Apoxaigui ronoc T'openoro. Eie coBceM HefaBHO OrHerpuB C y0BO/IbCTBUEM
TIpe/ICTaB/Is/I, KakK Oy/ieT pacckas3biBaTh ['openomMy o pa3obiaueHyWd W W3THAHUU
ero 3akjiATroro Bpara. Ho Temepb 3Ta ucTopusi Oblla OMpaueHa HOBBIM
snopeiictBom Kortsi. C TsbKeslbIM cepilieM TioBefjal OH Jpyry o Tubenu
Berporosa.

— OH y6un BerporoHa?! — He Bepst CBOMM YIl1aM, Tiepecrpocusi ['opeJibiii.

OrHerpus TOXe 0CTaHOBWJ/ICS U MPaUYHO KUBHY/IL.

— Korotb BcTan BO rnaBe Iaiku pa300MHUKOB U TMOKJISIICS YOUTH Hac
BCeX.

— Ho... Ho KT0 MoOr nouTu 3a Takum I-TipeiBojguTeeM?! — rpoJierneTan
['openbIy.

— K Hemy mpuMKHy/a 4acTb OBIBIIMX APY)KKOB XBOCTOJIOMA, KOTOPHIX B
CBOe BpeMsl U3rHa/iv u3 rsiemeHy TeHel, — Orserpus 1omMosiuas, BOCKpeliasi B
TaMsiTU KapTUHY HeflaBHel OuTBbl y ['pemsiieit Tporbl. — Kpome Toro, B ero
GaH/ie eCTb U pyTHe KOThI. VIX 51 He 3HAal0 U HUKOT/Ia He BU/Ie/T paHbIIIe.

— Brixoaut, Korots crtas elije MoryliiecTBeHHee, yeM Ipexxze, — yIPoMO
3aKkmrouns ['opesnbii.

— Het! — Bo3pasun OrHerpuB. — OH 0oJ/ibIlle He BOWH, OH M3THAHHMK!
OH He TpUHAJJIEXUT HU K OFHOMY IlJIeMeHU, — IIPOJO/DKal OH. — 3Be3JHOoe
IJIeMsl [O/DKHO OTBEpPHYTbCS OT Hero, MOCKOJbKY OH HapyLIWI 3aKOHbI
BouTesieii! A TOCKO/IBKY 3a HUM He CTOUT HU OJIHO IUieMsi, U ero Oosbiiie He
3alUiljaeT BOWHCKWM 3aKOH, OH HUKOTZA He CMoXeT mobequTth I['po3oBoe
rieMss! — OrHerpvB 3aMo/4as, YAWB/SSACh CBOEW BHE3allHOU YBEPEeHHOCTH.
ITecuanas Byps ¢ ropOoCTBIO CMOTpeJIa Ha Hero.

— Hapetocs, ThI 1ipaB, — ripobopmortas ['operbiii.

«51 Toxke», — mopymant ripo cebsi OrHerpuB. Coll[ypuB I71a3a OT CJIETISIIIero
COJIHL}A, OH CHOBA TPOHYJICS BIIepe[.

— Pasymeetcs, oH npaB! — HactaBuTesnbHO 3amerwia [lecuanas byps,
YCTPeMJISISICh 3@ CBOWM I71alllaTaeM.

— B mobom ciyuae st paji, 4To MeHsi 3T0 Oosibliie He KacaeTcsi! — OypKHY/
['openbli, MPUCTparBasiCh C HeX PSZIOM.

Korika ¢ ocykgeHueM IocMoTpesia Ha Hero.



— Hey>kenu TbI COBCeM He CKy4aelllb 10 CBOeMY IJIeMeHU?

— CHauasa ckyyan, — B30xHyn lopenbii. — Ho Ternepp y MeHd
TIOSIBU/ICSL IOM, U 51 0OXKU/ICS Ha HOBOM MecTe. Eciu BAPYT 3acKyuato, TIOWIy K
SlumeHto, MHe BIIOJIHE J0CTAaTOYHO ero obimiectBa. V s He TPOMEHSI0 CBOMO
CTTIOKOWHYIO KM3Hb Ha BO3MO)XHOCTh BHOBb CTOJIKHYThCS C Korrem!

— Ilouem TebGe 3HaTh, BAPYr OH OJHAX[Abl MpPUAET U 3a TOOOU? —
npe3puTesnbHO colypuack [lecuanas byps. Y T'opesoro faxe yim 3afpoxkanu

OT CTpaxa.
— Korotb He 3HaeT, rae Thl ’XKuBelllb, — YyCIOKOWw1 ero OTHerpus,
YKOPH3HEHHO TIOI/IsifieB Ha MoApyry. — Toponutech, Hafilo MOCKOpee MPOWTH

TeppUTOpUIO 1yieMeHu Betpa.

OH npubaBu/ 1I1ar, ¥ BCKOpe TpOWULIA y)Ke HecjlaCh CKBO3b BepeCKOBBIE
3apoC/d, Ja TakK OBICTPO, UTO HUKTO He MbITAJCS BO30OHOB/ATH TPEPBAaHHBIN
pasroBop. OrHerpMB — He CTaj NpUOMKATBCS K 3apoC/isiM yTeCHHKa, I7e B
MpoNUIbIA pa3 oHU ¢ CuHelr 3Be3/|0M HaTKHY/IMCh Ha OTpsiJ YUepHOXBara, a moBeJi
npy3eit B 00xofi M0 BepecKOBOM MmycToii. OTKPhITOe MPOCTPAHCTBO He JIaBasio
HUKaKOM 3alliThl OT Majslero COJIHIA, TaK UTO KOrjla TPOWIia, HAKOHeI],
nobpasnack /10 CKJIOHa, BeAyllero K xuiuiiaMm [IByHorrx, OrHerpuBy Ka3asoch,
OyATO ero pbbKas IIePCTKa ABIMUTCS OT »Kapa.

BHu3y, mop UX jarnaMu, paccTu/anach [JojivHa. Pa30pocaHHbIe MOBCIOAY
KJIOUKU TOJIer, TIOJIOCKU JTIOPOT U TATHA THe3[l, TAe ITWINChL [IByHOrue, aenanv
ee TMOX0XKeM Ha MeCTPYI0 KOIIaubko MIKYPKY.

— Bowunsl Betpa, [J0/DKHO OBITh, CITPSATAIMCH OT JKapbl B CBOEM Jiarepe, —
niporbixtesn OTHErpuB, YCTPEMJISIICH BHM3 T10 CK/JIOHY XO/IMa. — XOpOIIO Obl
OCTaBLLAsACH YaCTh MMyTH MPOLILIA TaK e I1aJKo!

Hob6exxaB 10 HeOO/BIION poiuilbl, OTHETPUB C HACTaKJeHUEeM OKYHY/ICS B
ee TeHUCTYIO MPOxJialy. 3HaKOMbIe 3BYKU U 3araxu jieca OKpY>KUIM ero. Beicoko
HaJl TOJIOBaMM KOTOB KPY>KWU/IH B Hebe Ba KaHIOKA, Orvialllasi BO3/yX BbICOKUMU
TPOH3UTE/IbHBIMU KPUKaMH, Tle-TO BZa/M TPO3HO pbIlUajio uyzoBulle /IByHOrUX.
Jlarbl HBUTM OT yCTanoCTH, Gosbllle BCEro ceiiuac XOTe/IOCh TPUeUb U XOThb
HEeMHOTI0 IepeJOXHYTh, HO JKeJlaHWe MOCKopee yBUEeTh beJibillia rHaI0 Briepes,.

[Ipoxops mion ngepeBbsiMu, IlecuaHas Bypsi MOCTOSAHHO OrisifbiBasach U
TPEeBOXKHO TI0BOJW/Ia ycaMu. OTHerpuB 3Hasl, 4TO OHa JIMIb OJHAXK/bl yXOAu/Ia
TaK /la/ieko OT jiareps, 3T0 ObLIO ellle B MOpPYy ee yueHUUeCTBa, Korza [lecuaHas
byps coripoBoxkzana CuHioro 3Be3ny K JIlyHHoMmy KamHio. Takoe myTeliiecTBue
COBepIlIaeT KaK/Ibld OPY>KeHOCel] repej; TeM, Kak cTaTb BOouHOM. Cam OrHerpus
ObIBas 3/1eCh HECKOBKO Yallle — TMOMHMMO Moxo/ia K CBSATWIHIIY, OH OJHaXK/bl
BbIOMpaJicsl mpoBeZiaTh [opesioro, a B Pyro pa3 MpPOXOAW/I TI0 3TUM MeCTaM,
conpoBoXzas IieMss BeTpa, Bo3BpaiaBlleecs AOMOM W3 W3rHaHus. OfHako



TONBbKO ['openbiii 4yBCTBOBA Cebst 3/1eCh Kak JjoMa.

— Croga /yullle He COBaTbCsi, — TMpeAynpeans 4yepHbld KoT. — Ilo
KpaiiHell Mepe, B Takoe Bpewms. [IByHorue /00OSIT BBITY/MBAaTh 3/1€Cb CBOUX
cobak.

[TpuHtoxaBumch, OTrHerpyMB [IeHMCTBUTENBHO IIOUYBCTBOBaJ THYCHBIW
cobaumii 3anax. [IpwkaB K 3aThIJIKY YK, OH MOJTYa TIOMO3 BCjies 3a ['openbim,
KOTOPBIU MOBeJI [Ipy3el B CTOPOHY OT 3apOCJied KyCTapHUKa.

['openblii epBbIM TIpOJIe3 CKBO3b JKUBYIO M3ropofb. OrHerpvB IPOMYCTU/
Briepey Ilecuanyro bBypro, a 3areM ¥ caM OPOTHUCHYJACHI CKBO3b TIyCTO
rieperieTeHHble BeTBU. Korjja OH BBIOpAsICsl Ha APYTYHO CTOPOHY W3TOPOAU, €ro
1IepPCTh HACKBO3b MpoMaxja eAKWM 3araxoM JucTBbl. OH C MepBOro B3r/sja
y3Ha/l pPbDKYHO TJIMHUCTYHO TPOMMHKY, Oeryiyr 3a wusropogpto. OHU C
KpyToO0KOM 111711 110 Hel, Koryia pa3bICKUBA/IM OTIIPAB/IEHHOE B U3THAHUE TIeMs
Betpa. T'opesblii HACTOPOKEHHO TOBepTe/ TOJI0BOW, MpeXxJe ueM CTYIUTh Ha
TIBTBHYH0 TPOTIMHKY, TTIOTOM BbL/IeTes Briepesi, rmepebeykan Ha IPYryi0 CTOPOHY U
HBIDHY/I B ouepefHYyl0 u3ropozb. Ilecuanas Byps mocmortpena Ha OrHerpusa,
TOT 00o/psitoIe KUBHY/. [laneBasi Kollika nTulleid rosietesa Brepes, OrHerpus
Opocusics 3a Hell.

3a U3ropoAblo JieXkano sS'YUMEHHOe I0jie. YcaTble KOJOChSl pacKauWBa/UCh
Ha/l KOIllaubMMH T0/I0BaMU. [0peJibIii Toliies MpsiMo HaTpoJioM, CTe6/Iu XpycTenin
nof, ero sariamu. OrHerpuB c I[lecuaHoit Bypeit 6exkanu ciemom, cTapasich He
TIOTEPATh M3 BUAY KOHUMK YEPHOrO XBOCTa CBOero IpoBokaToro. OrHerpuBy
Jla>ke CTasio HEMHOTO He T10 cebe, Korjja OH MOHSJI, YTO B OIMHOUKY HU 3a UTO He
HaugeT popord Haszajg. OH [aBHO TOTeps/l BCSKOe TIpe/CTaBleHue O
HanpaBneHud. Kyzja H1 KMHb B30p, BCIOAY ObLIO UL MOpPe 30/10ThIX CTebsel fa
T0JI0CKa SICHOTO CHMHero HeOa Haf rosioBoi. OH cTpailiHO 06pasoBascs, Korja
sUMeHb HAaKOHel| KOHUYWJ/ICS, U OHU CelM [epeJOXHYTb IO0J W3rOpOAbI0 Y
JanpHero kKoHua nojsA. Cyass mo Bcemy, CerofHsi MM COMYTCTBOBasja yjada.
ComnHLje NpoLLIOo JUIIb TT0JIOBUHY CBOEro TMOC/EeMNO0/y4eHHOrO IyTH, a MpeAropbs
OCTa/IMCh y>Ke [JaJIeKo M03a/u.

OT M3ropoau naxJio 3HaKOMbIM 3ariaxoM.

— TBost MeTKa? — cripocusn OrHerpus y ['opesnoro.

— 37ecb HauMHaeTcsl MOsl TeppuTopus, — l[Opesblii TOBen TOIOBOU,
OKW/IbIBasi B30POM LLIKWPOKUeE T10J1s1, B KOTOPBIX OH KU/ U OXOTUJICS.
— 3Hauut, benbiu rae-to pasoM? — copocuna IlecuaHas byps,

OCTOPOXKHO MPUHIOXUBASICh.

— Bugums xonm? — crnpocun [openbiid, KuBasi B cTopoHy. — [loa HuMm, ¢
JPyTrOl CTOPOHBI, CTOUT A0M JIByHOTHX.

BHe3anHOo OrHerpuB MOYyBCTBOBaJI, KaK MOAHUMAETCS LIEPCTh y HEro Ha



3arpuBke. Uem 3T0 Tak naxHeT? OH 3aCThUT U Pa3uHY/l POT, UTOObI HE3HAKOMBIiA
3amax Z00pasicsi 10 UyBCTBUTE/ILHBIX JKeJie3 B TOpJIe.

['opesnblii TO)Ke pe3KO 3azpa’ HOC, HACTOPOXKWJI YepHbIe VI U HEPBHO
MoBeJsI XBOCTOM. [71a3a ero UCIyraHHO OKPYI/IU/IUCh.

— Cobaku! — mporurer oH.



['maBa XX

B cnepyromuii Mur OrHerpuB yC/blllias 1eecT TpaBbl M03a4U U3rOpPOJH.
B Bo3myxe CUIBHO 3araxjo, MOTOM pasfaacsi TPOMKHWM Jlai, M XBOCT Yy
OrHerpviBa pacoylIW/Ics MeTesKOM. W3ropoap 3aiieBenvnacb U U3 Hee
ToKa3aach OCKajieHHast cobaubsi TacTh.

— bexxum! — 3aopan OrHerpus, noBopaunBasich. Cy/isi 10 HOBOMY LLIOPOXY
U XpUIUIOMY BO30y)X/IeHHOMY BOIO, K TiepBod cobake y»ke TIPUCOeAUHU/IACH
BTOpasi. 3eMJIsi CO/Iporasiach OT TOTOTa Jiarl, ropsiuee cobaube AbIXaHUe OTassiyio
uier0. OrHerpvB IIOHeCCS BZOJIb U3rOPOAM, HIlla I/la3aMu liiejib, B KOTOPYHO
MOKHO ObI7I0 ObI IOPKHYTh. OOEepHYBIIIMCh, OH YBH/Ie/ TIOTOHI0. [[Ba OrpOMHBIX
rca CKakajy 3a HUM C/efjoM, LIepCTb MX B3JjleTasa M oOrajasa, Iviasa ropesiu,
JUTMHHBIE SI3bIKWA CBEILIWBA/MCh U3 OCKa/eHHbIX nacTed. B ToT ke mur OrHerpus
C Y’KacoM TIOHSI, uTO ['opesbii Kyza-To ucyes.

— He ocranapnuBaiics! — npormwmrnest oH Ha Oery ITecuaHoii Bype. — OHu
[IOIrO He Bblepskar!

ITecuanas bypst HeyK/ro)ke KUBHY/IA, B I/1a3ax ee 3aCThblI yyKac.

OrHerpuB oka3asics npaB. Korzia oH cHoBa 06epHyJicsi, cobaku yke Hauaiu
otrctaBatb. OH 3aMeTWI ICe€Hb, PAaCTYL[UK Brepeau TPsIMO U3 YKUBOU U3rOPOAMU.
INo pepeBa ObUIO ellle [Janeko, HO €CJAM WM TIOBe3eT OTOPBAaTbCs OT
Tripecie/joBatesieil, OHU MOI/IM ObI MOTIBITAaTbCS YKPBITHCS Ha BETKaX.

— Buauinb... siceHb? — TIpOMbIXTes OH. — 3abepuch Ha HEro, TOJILKO
nockopee! I — 3a Toboii! IlecuaHasi bypss uTo-TO HeBHATHO OypKHYy/a, ee
JbIXaHUe Yy)Ke T[IpeBpaTWiIOCh B KOpPOTKUe Xxpuribl. OHM OJHOBpPEMEHHO
nofbexxanu K JepeBy. OrHerpuB obOoppsitoille KpukHyn, u IlecuaHasi Byps,
BLIETIMBIIINCH KOTTSIMU B CTBOJI, BCKapabkasachk Ha JiepeBo.

[Tpexxae ueM TociefoBath 3a Hel, OTHETPUB TPEBOXKHO OIJISIHYJICS, UTOOBI
TIOCMOTPeTb, HACKOMBKO 0TCTau cobaku. IllepcThb ero B3/ieTena BBepx, KOria OH
yBUIe/T TIOYTA y CAaMOTO CBOEro JiMlja OrPOMHbIe OCTpble 3yOWINM, KaXK/AbIi
BeJIMUMHONM C Xoporiero Kkpomvka. C KpPOBOXKaJHBIM pbluaHHEM cobaka
npbIrHya. OTHETPUB OTCKOUM/I, BBITYCTH/I KOTTU U, UTO OBLIO CHUJIBI, Yapwi
Bpara rnepefgHyUMHU jiariaMu. OH IOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK PBETCS KOXKa Ha ILje/IKaroIuX
cobaubuX UYeNOCTSX, U e[jBa He OIVIOX OT OMIYIIMTeJbHOTO BOIUISI PaHEHOTO
Bpara. Toryila OH yzapus elrje pas3, MOTOM Pe3KO MOBepHYJICS U Oesikoil B3jeTes
BBepX MO CTBOMy. OUyTHBIIWCh Ha HWKHEM BeTKe, OH CBECW/ TO0JIOBy U
rocMoTpes BHU3. OTPOMHBIN Mec BbIIT OT A0cajbl U 60/M, a ero TOBapuIL CUIe
1100/a/1b ¥ TPO3HO MOTAaJI 3J0pPOBEeHHOU UepHOM T'OJIOBOM.



— ... A yx pemna, uto oH Tebs moiiman! — mposenietasna [lecuaHas
Bypsi. BBITAHYBIIMCb Ha BeTKe, OHA TPWIbHY/A K B3bepolleHHOMY OOKYy
OrxerpuBa. Tak OHU U CUJe/IH, TECHO TIPUXKABIIUCH [IPYT K JPYTY, AOXKUJASCh,
TIOKa OTCTYTIUT JIPOXKb.

[1chl IepecTasnu pbluaTh, HO He YIIJIM, @ MO/TUA PACXaKHUBa/IU IO/ IePEBOM.

— I'me Topenbiii? — HeoxxujaHHO cripocua [lecuanast Bypsi.

OrHerpvB TmoOKadajq TOJIOBOM, MbITasiCh yCHOKOUTbCsA. OH Bce ellle He
OTIPaBUJICS OT y»Kaca, KOTOPbIH Tiepexkui, yyiereThbiBasi OT Pa3bsipeHHBIX COOaK.

— HagepHoe, nobe)xan B ApPYryi CTOPOHY. [ymar, ¢ HUM HUYero He
ciyunsiock. He moxoske, uToObl TYT ObLIU ellle Kakue-To CODaKu.

— 4 nymana, 5TO0 ero TeppuTopusi, — mnpoTsaHyna Ilecyanas Byps. —
Hey>xenu oH He 3Hasl, UyTo [IByHOTHe BBIMTYCKAalOT CBOMX CODAK U T0 3Ty CTOPOHY
usropoau?!

OrxerpuB He HallesCs, 4TO BO3pa3uThb. [lecuanas byps mompauHnerna.

— A TbI He JyMaellb, UTO OH HApOUHO 3aBeJ HaC Crofa? — Mpophluasia
OHa, 'PO3HO TPUILLYPUBasICh.

— Otoro He MoxeT ObITb! — GbIpkHY/ OrHerpuB. Ho cioBa mozapyru
B3BOJTHOBA/IM €T0, TIO3TOMY OH HEeBOJIbHO 0003/ucs: — C KakoM CTaTy OH CTasl
OBI 3TO Je/1aTh?!

— He 3Haro... IIpocTo cTpaHHO, YTO OH BHe3arHO TMOSIBU/ICA Y HAaC B JieCy U
TIpMBeJI HaC CrO/ia, TOMBKO U BCero, — oTBeTr/a [lecuanas bypsi.

[IpoH3uTENbHBIA BU3r 3aCTaBWI WX B3JPOTHYTb M CBECUTb TOJIOBBI C
nepeBa. Kto sto kpuuan? Heyxkenu T'opesnbiii?! Cobaku Jpy>kKHO MOBEpPHY/IUCH,
TMbITAsICh MOHSTh, OTKYZA JOHOCUTCS KpUK. BcMoTpeBimch, OTHErpuB yBUzEN,
KaK B Tyllle STUMeHsI TPOMeJIbKHYJI [VIaJIKU YepHbIU CUIyIT. [opesibli KpUKHY/
eiile pa3, U cobakh YYTKO HACTOPOXKWIM YIu. Bo30yXJeHHO raBKas, OHU
MOHeC/IMCh K TIO/MI, Tyja, [[e pacKauuBarollvecs KOJIOChSl BblZABajiv
CIIpSITaBLLIerocs KOTa.

3amepeB OT ykaca, OrHerpuB cmoTpen BHU3. CMoxeT i ['openibiii yBeCTH
cobak? OH Bufen, KAk KONBIIIETCS sSUMeHb TaM, T/e 3ursaramu rpoberasn
HEBU/IUMbIM KOT. KopuuHeBble TIICbI HEYKIHOKUMHM pblOaMH TI/IeCKaJHCh B
30/I0TOM MOp€ STUMEHSl, OHU MSI/IM KOJIOChSI CBOMMMU IIMPOKWMM JallaMd |
pa3ouapoBaHHO J1asi/IN.

BHesannHO Haj mosieM  pasfjanicsa  pe3kdd Kpuk  [IByHororo. Ilcel
OCTaHOBW/IMCh KakK BKOMNAHHbIE M 3a/ipajy TOJOBbI HaJ KOJIOCBSIMU, pa3svHYB
C/TIFOHSIBbIE MACTH U CBeCUB sA3bIKA. OTHErpuB Tak M BIIWICA IJla3aMH B MOJIe.
[ByHOoruii Tepesie3 yepe3 JepeBSHHYK Orpajly, B pyke ero OonTamuch JBa
Kakux-To >KryTa. Cobaky HEOXOTHO BbII€3/TU U3 SUMEHST U MOTUIe/TUCH K XO3STUHY.
[IByHOrMi CXBaTW/l WX 3a BOPOTHUKM, Ha/leTble BOKDYT IIeW, W TIPULIENW/I Ha



XryTbl. OrHerpuB c obserueHuem B3moxHy/a. CTpalllHble Bparv MOTUIeUChH
TIpOYb, BOJIOYA XBOCTHI U CBECHUB YIIIU.

— BuKy, Tbl HUCKOJIBKO He pacTepsil cBoel npbiTh! OrHErpyUB W3yMJIEHHO
noZckouns. l'opesbid, mepese3ass CO CTBO/A Ha BeTKY, KMBHY/ Ha Ilecuanyto
bypro:

— Hukak He oMy, C KaKOW CTaTh OHU MOrHA/IMCh 3a Her? TyT U OHOM-TO
cobake ectb Heuero! — IToToM mpuUCMOTpesiCS U 3aJyMunBO AobaBui: — Pa3Be
YTO KPbICE HA Y>KUH. ..

[lecuanas byps BcTana v Orpbi3Hy/nach:

— Ecmm Ha MeHs Hamajer Kpbica, s BCerja CMOI'Y pacCUYUTHIBATH Ha
TIOMOLLb OPY’KeHOCLIa, BepHO?

— BuKy, OHa BCe Takas ke KoJrouast, — 3aMeTus1 [openbiid.

— Ha TBoEM MecTe st OblI C Hell He CBSI3bIBAJICSl, — TMOCOBeTOBas OrHEerpuB,
CIlyCKasiCh C AepeBa Boies 3a nogpyroi. OH pellns He pacckasbiBaTh ['opesiomy
o TtoMm, uTto Ilecuanas Bypsi 3arozmo3puia ero B rpefjaresnbCTBe. ['Opesbiid He
Jypak, OH U caMm 000 BCeM TpeKpacHO JI0ra/iajicsi, TIPOCTO OH Tereph HaCTOIbKO
yBepeH B cebe, UTO OTHOCUTCS K He3aCTy>KeHHbIM M0/I03PeHUSIM CBBICOKA.

Cetiuac, korza cobaku Oosibllle He yrpoXKajd UX >KU3HSM, BCe MbBICIH
OrHerpuBa O0b17M TOJTBKO 0 Besbiiiie.

[openblii mMprBes WX Ha BepLIMHY XO0JAMa M OCTaHOBWICA. BHu3y, B
HeryOOKoM ZoHe, CTOSIO >Kusuille [IByHOTHX.

— Cropa Tb1 1 otBen benwima? — cnpocun OrnerpuB. Korzma T'opesbii
KUBHYJl, ¥ Hero Ja)ke >KMBOT CBeJ0 OT BOMHEHUs. A UTO ecnu Oerviblid
OpY’XeHOCel| He 3axOueT BEPHYTbCSl [JOMOU BMeCTe C HUMHU? A ecaM Jaxe
3aX04eT, CMOXKeT JIM IIJIeMSI MO-TIPe)KHEeMY [OBepSAITb KOTY, KOTOPbIA OfHAaK[bI
y>Ke mopancs cobnasHy erkou oMalirHe XKU3Hu?

— TyT coBcem UM He naxHeT, — 3aMeTwna Ilecuanasi Byps, u OrHerpus
SICHO yCJIbILLIAJT HeZlOBEpUE B ee roJioce.

— 3anax ObLT CTapbIM yXKe TOr/a, KOTZa sl B TOCTeJHUN pa3 MpUIles ero
TpoBe/aTb, — HEBO3MYTHUMO MosicHuI [openbii. — Jlymaro, JIByHOrHe zepskar
€ro B3arepTu.

— Tak Kak »ke MbI TOI7la CMOXKeM ero Criactu?!

— Tlommn, — ckomanzoBan OrHerpus, 00sICb, UTO OHU CHOBA MOCCOPSITCS,
Y TIepBbIM Hayas CITyCKaTbCs M0 CKJIOHY XOonma. — [laBaliTe OCMOTPUMCSI Ha
Mecte. Ilo kpakiHell Mepe, JaguM benbilly 3HaTh, YTO MbI 37€Ch, a MOTOM
TpylyMaeMm, KakK BbI3BO/IMTh €r0 OTTY/a.

«Ecnu, koHeyHo, OH 3axoueT, UTOObI Mbl €r0 BBI3BOJISUIU!» — /M06aBUM OH
Tpo cebsl.

Kunbe [IByHOTMX OKpysKajla akKKypaTHO TOACTPUKEHHasi W3ropob.



[IpoTHCHYBIIMCE CKBO3b Hee, OrHerpvB OCTaHOBWICA Y Kpas JIy>KauKH,
nopociieli moOypeBieid OT conHua TpaBod. [Jlom [IByHOrMX — $ICHO
BLIPMCOBBIBAJICSI Ha (poHe Beueperoriero Heba. HactopoxuB yim, OrHerpus
TIpUTIAJ K 3eMJjie U Tonon3 K OmkaliteMmy Kycty. Ha uyThe TyT rosiaratbcsi He
TIPUXOAUIOCHh — JYPMaHSLIMU apoMar L[BeTOB 3arylyllaj BCe 3HaKOMbIe 3araxu.
3a CONUHOMW MOC/BIIIANMUChE TUXWE Iarv, 4, 00epHYBIKCh, OTHETPUB YyBUEN
NpUOIKaroIuXcs  py3eid. Bugumo, OHM pelmau Ha BpeMsi TIPeKPaTUTh
nepeOpaHKy U 3ak/IouuTh Tiepemupue. OH c 6/arojapHOCTBI0 KUBHYT UM U
TIOTI0J13 Uepe3 JIyKauKy.

K ToMy BpeMeHH, KaK OHU 06panuch o qoMa [IByHorux, OrHerpuB noutu
OIJIOX OT IifyMa COOCTBeHHOUW KpOBHU B yiaX. JKvBasi U3ropo/ib Tpe/joCTaB/isia
XOTb KaKoe-TO YKpbITHe, Tellepb Ke U OHa 0CTaslach JaaeKo Mno3au.

— BoT 0KHO, uepe3 KOTOpOe s ero Bufes, — TipoiienTtasn [opesibiii, orubas
yI0/1 KAMEHHOI'O JKUJIULLIA.

— U uepe3 kotopoe Tebst 3ametun [IByHoruii, — OypkHyna [lecuaHas
Bypsi. OrHerpyB 4yBCTBOBaJ 3alax ee CTpaxa W MOHUMAaJ, YTO OHA TPyOUT He
TOJIBKO TI0 CTapOo MPUBBIUKE, HO U /IJIsl TOTO, YTOObI CKPBITH CBOE HaTpsKeHUe.

B oOkHe Haj uX rosoBaMu SpKO BCIIbIXHY/ CBeT, U Ilecuanas byps
MIHOBEHHO CbeXW/IaCh, CJIMBIIMCH C 3eMiield. Bbulo Tak Tuxo, yto OrHerpus
C/IbILLAU Waryu JJByHOrux BHYTPHU J0Ma.

— OTO OKHO?

— Jla, — nipomuenecten ['openbii.

OrHerpuB BBITSHY/ 111et0. OKHO ObI/I0 CJIMIIIKOM BBICOKO, OJHUM MPHDKKOM
He JONpbIrHyTh! OH OCTOPOXKHO Ieperosi3 Ha KJIOYOK 3eMJ/Id, TZie pOC/I0o Kakoe-
TO KpWBOe IIMIIIKOBAaTOe [IepeBO, U OL|eHMBalollle ITOCMOTpe/ Ha ero y3JjoBarbie
BeTKU. Xopoio 6bl 3abpaThCcsi TyAa, HO Kak 3TO cjiefaTh, eciu [ByHOrue ro-
Tpe)KHeMy TOIaroT BHYTPU CBOero AomMa?

— Ha wmecre benbima s gaBHO OBbI TMOMepsia OT Takoro Imyma! —
npommriesia  Ilecuanasgs byps, npwkumas ylId K CaMOMY  3aTbLIKY.
JIto6OmBITCTBO, C/IOBHO TO/OfAHAsi Kpbica, Tep3ano OrHerpuBa, U, B KOHIE
KOHLIOB, OH CJaJcCs.

— $I Tonmbko B3MISIHY OJHUM T/la3koM! — cKasan OH U, He oOparias
BHUMaHUsI Ha MpoTecTyroljee wmuneHue Ilecyanou Bypu, mones Ha KpuBou
CTBOJL.

C Gel1ieHO KOJIOTSIIEMCSI Cep/IieM OH OCTAaHOBHUJ/ICSI HAalIpOTHUB CaMOTr0 OKHa
Y 3amisgHy/1 BHYTpb. CO CBOEro mMecrta OH MOT BH/eTh TOJIBKO BEPXHIOK 4acCTb
KOMHaTBhI, I03TOMY, HabpaBII1Ch XpabpOCTH, repesie3 Ha MOJOKOHHUK.

B rmiybuHe komHaThl [IByHOrWMii CTOSIT Tiepei 4YeM-TO CTpalllHbIM,
TUIroroIieMcst Knybamu Gesioro mapa. OTHerpuB HEBOJIBHO 3aKMYPHWJICS OT



SIPKOT0, HeeCTeCTBEHHOI'O CBeTa, HO B C/IeAYIOLIUMU MUI MaMsITb O MPOLUIOW
JKU3HU T0/iCKa3asia eMy, UTO 3TO KyXHs, rJe [IByHorue rotosar cBoro eny. [Totok
BOCIIOMHWHAHUM 3axJIeCTHY/ ero. BoT OH, MajleHbKUK KOTeHOK, XYeT KaKyr-TO
CYyXylH0 TIDECHYIO TMHUIIY M 3alyvBaeT ee BOAOM C pPe3KUM, MeTa/lJInyeCKUMHU
npuBKycoM. OTOrHaB HemnpollieHble KapTyhHbl, OTHeErpuB OIVIAZe/ICs, UIja
besnpimia.

B yrny oH 3aMeTu/1 rHe3zio, TYro CIUIeTeHHOe U3 CyXUX IpyTheB. Jlamsl ero
BO30Y>KJIeHHO 3a/[poKasii. Koraa-to y Hero ObLJI0O TOYHO TaKoe Ke THe3/BIIIKO!
[purnsifeBIIKMCh, OH 3aMeTWU/I BHYTPU MaJ/IeHbKUi Oesibiii Komouek. BoT komMouek
TIOTSIHY/ICS U BbIOpasicst u3 rHe3qa. OrHerpuB 3aTaul AbixaHye. MaJiblliil Toles K
[IByHOTOMY ¥ TIPUHSIICSI TDOMKO TSIBKaTh. JTO ObLI 11leHOK! OTHerpuB OTIPSIHY!I,
pe3KOo OTBEPHYJICA U e/iBa He CBa/IWJICA C NOAOKOHHUKA. ['1e ke besbii?

JByHOTMIA HarHy/Cs Y JIaCKOBO IOTpenas LIyMHOe CyuiecTtBo. OrHerpus
TIpe3pUTe/bHO 3allUIesT U TYT yKe U3YMJIEHHO BBITIPSIMUJICS, YBU/IeB BOeratoIero
Ha KyxHIO benbima. IIleHOK, I'pPOMKO TsBKasg, HeMeIJIeHHO KHUHYJICI Ha
Bole/iero. Oruerpus 0XXuzas, YTo besibllll U30rHeT CIWHY Y IPO3HO 3allUIInT,
HO KOTHK /la)ke yXoM He ToBeJl. Kak HU B ueM He ObIBajio, OH JIeTKO B3/ieTesT Ha
TIOIOKOHHUK W YCeJICs C APYrOoM CTOPOHBI OKHA, Tak uTo OrHerpuB efBa He
cBanuics B cafl. [lleHOK, 0OvyKeHHO TsIBKasi, BbIOe)Kasm U3 KyXHU U CKPBLICS.

— OH 31ech, — miporurnes OrHerpyB, 00paiasich K ApPy3bsiM.

— OH Tebst BuaUT? — crpocunia [lecuanas bypsi.

OrHerpuB OCTOPOKHO TMOJHS/I TOJOBY. besbill Tapaimuiaca B OKHO. OH
BBIIVIAZle/T TIOXY[EeBIIMM U TIleyajibHbIM. OrHerpyMB HEBOJIbHO BO3J/IMKOBAJl,
HEMHOT'O CThI/ISICh CBOel pajoctu. Kak Okl Tam HU ObLIO, HO Terepb OH CBOMMMU
r71a3aMU BU/IeJ1, YTO TJIEMSSHHUK HeJJ0OBOJIeH CBOeW JoMalliHel »ku3Hbio! OH cen
pOBHee, TO/HS/I Tepe/iHYe Jiarbl U, 3aMupasi OT CTpaxa, NMocKpebcs B CTEKIO,
r7Ty0OKO BTSIHYB KOT'THU, UYTOObI He TIpWB/AeUb BHUMaHUs [IByHOrOro Wid €ro
cobaku. 3aTauB [ibIXxaHWe, BCMOTpeJCs. benblin moBen yinamu. B cnempyromuii
MUr Oesiblii KOTUK 3aMeTH/T CBOero HaCTaBHUKA U, IIMPOKO pa3vWHYyB POT, U3/aj
PaZlOCTHBINU, HO HeCJIbIIHBIKM OTHEerpyuBy KpHK.

3aTro ero XOpoLIO yC/bIlIaayd BHYTpU. IIpuBiedeHHblld ymoM [IByHOrUu
o6epHysicsi. OrHErpuB cJieTes C TIOAOKOHHUKA Y TIPU3eMJTUICS BO3Jie TOBapUII[ei.

— B uem peni0? — crnipocuna Ilecuanas byps.

— Benbin mens yBugen... U JIByHOruM, KaXKeTcsl, TOXe.

— Hapo 6exxatb! — ucnyrascs ['opesibiid.

— Het! — wmmkHyn OrHerpuB U, TIOMOJIYAB, TOSICHWI: — Bbl BIBOEM
YXOJZIUTe, a sl OCTaHyCh 371eCh U ooy besbimia.
— Yto THI 3aAyman?! — pasjpaxeHHO Habpocunachk Ha Hero IlecuaHas

Bypsi. — A ec/u oHU cIyCTST cobaky?!



— Kak 51 Mory yuTH, eciiv OH 3aMeTh/1 MeHs1? — Bo3pa3ui OrHerpus. — f1
octaHych 37eck! Ero cioBa ObLTM 3ariyiiieHbl TPOMKUM CKpuUriom. OTHerpus
o6epHysicsi. OcrenuTe/bHbIA CBET BBIMJIECHYJICS U3 PAClaxHyToM JBepH, 00/m1
CTeHy JloMa Y pas/vics I0 cajy, OCBeTUB KaKYyI0 TPAaBUHKY IO CaMOM Orpajpl.
B ciepyromuii MUr 03epo CBeTa IIOTEMHeJI0, OrPOMHasl TeHb [IByHOroro ymasna
Ha caf.

OruerpuB 3amep. Ilpstatbcsi Obi0 yxe mo3gHO. OH TOHSA, YTO UX
3aMeTWIU. [IByHOrMI I'POMKO KPUKHYJI UTO-TO, BOIPOCUTENBHO M yIpOXKaroLle,
II0TOM COLLIe/I Ha JOPOXKKY U MeJJIeHHO II0LlIes1 110 Harpas/lIeHuro K KoTaM. OHu
cOUTUCH B Ky4y, C Y>KacOM IJisi[isi Ha TipuOsvKarorierocst ucrosivda. OrHerpus
C/IbILLIAJ TPOMKOe, CpbiBatoleecs AbixaHue [lecuanor bypu. OH mogHsAI rosioBy
— U B )KMBOTEe y Hero BCe C>Kanoch. [IByHoruii 6bu1 coBceM 0/m3Ko. PasuHyB
POT U BBIIIYYUB OIPOMHBIE IJ1a3a, OH IPOTArMBaJ K KOTaM CBOU UY[OBUIIHBIE
PO30BLIe JIallbl.



['maBa XXI

— Brictpee! Croma! OrHerpuB BCKOUMI, 1MO/IOPOIIIEHHBIN TPOMKUM KPUKOM
Benbiia. OH yBUfes, Kak Oenbiii KOMOK BblJleTesl U3 pacrlaxHyTOM [IBePU U C
OTJTYLIUTE/IbHBIM BOEM TIOHeCCs 1o jJyxaiike. [IByHOruii obepHyscsi — U B TOT
ke mur ['openbiii ¢ [lecuanoii bypeti ppanynuck ¢ mecta. OrHerpuB 6pocuscs 3a
HMMU. 3a UX CIIMHAMU OIVIYLIWTe/bHO Opaa /[ByHOrWii, 3a/jvBajiach jiaemM ero
cobaka, Ho OrHerpuB, He OCTaHaBIMWBAasICh, TMIpOJieTe/l Yepe3 JIy)KalKy,
TIPOTUCHYJICSI CKBO3b U3TOPO/ib, BLICKOUWJI B TI0JIe U Tobexkast fjasbliie, Caeys 1o
3anaxy benbima, [lecuanor Bypu u T'openoro, moka He yBUZeN UX CaMUX,
COUBILIMXCS B Ky4y MO, KYCTOM KpParivBbl.

Ilecuanass byps, Bca Apoxka, mpukanacbk K Hemy. OrHerpus mnocMoTpes
ToBepx ee ToyioBbl Ha Besnbimia. [onyObie r7a3a opyskeHocila ObUTA U3YMJIEHHO
pacraxHyThl, OH, He OTpbIBasgCb, CMOTpeJl Ha CBoero yuuress. Orserpus
BHe3alHO pacTepsiICs, He 3Has, YTO CKasarb. lerepb, KOrja y/ersiach IepBas
pPaZloCTb, OH CHOBA C TPeBOTrOW MOAYMaa O TOM, CMOXKET JIA OPY>KeHOCeL| CTaThb
JJOCTOMHBIM 4yieHOM ['p030BOro rnieMeHu.

HNomkHo ObITh, Benbllll ToXe 3aMeTW/ ero BOJHEHHe, TIOTOMY 4YTO Cpasy
KaK-TO CHUK, [I0BECUJ/I XBOCT U OITYCTUJI TOJIOBY.

— Cnacu00, 4TO NPUIIIH, — IMPOH6OPMOTAaJI OH.

— Hy?! T'oBopH, Xouelllb Thl BepHYTbCSA C HaMU Wi HeT?! — OrHerpus
ObUT B TAKOM CMSITEHUU, UTO DI/ AeiCTBOBaTh HArlposioM. benbii ObuT )KUB U
37I0POB, a 3HAUWT, TIPUIILZI0O BPeMsi BHOBb BCIIOMHUTH 00 mMHTepecax ['po3oBoro
IJIeMeHMU.

KoTuk B3/1epHy/ oA00pO/I0K U CMYIIIeHHO 3abopMoTait:

— Pasymeercs! §1 3Haro, uto BuHOBAT! S He Jo/DKeH ObIT Jake OIM3KO
noaxoauth K JIByHorum! — npu3Hascsi oH. — OGeltiaro, uyTo O0/bllie HUKOT/A
Tak He Oyzy!

— C Kako¥l cTaTy Mbl JIO/DKHBI Tebe BepuTh? — Haxmypwiach [lecuaHas
bypsi. — OrHerpus BCTPeBOXKE€HO ITOKOCWUJICS Ha Hee, HO B 0JIOCE KOLIKWA He
ObUIO YTpO3bl, O/[HA JIMIIIL MSTKasi YKOpU3Ha. ['openbiii He MPOPOHUI HU CJIOBA.
OH cuzen, Kpenko OOBUB XBOCTOM Jialibl, €ro sIHTapHbIe IJla3a OCTaBajMCh

GeccTpacTHBI.

— Ho BBI XXe NpHIILIK CrOJa 3@ MHOM! — pacTepsiicsi benbii. — 3HauwmT,
XOTHTe, UTOOBI s BepHY/ICs!

— Mbl [0/DKHBI yOEAUTLCSI, UTO MOXKeM Tebe J0BepsiTh, — CKa3ajl

OrnerpuB. [lyTh ManbIlll cpa3y TMOWMeT, UTO eMy TIpUeTCs yOeXXaaTb B CBOei



TpejlaHHOCTH He TOJIbKO HaCTaBHUKA, HO U OCTa/IbHBbIX KOTOB IJIEMEHHU.

— KoHeuHo, MoxeTe! — ropsiuo BOCK/IMKHYJI besbirl.

— [Honyctum, s TeGe moBepto. Ho cymeeliib 1 Thl yOenuTb B CBOel
TIpeJjaHHOCTH OCTa/IbHBIX? — CYpOBO cripocus OrHerpuB. — OHU 3HAKOT TOJIBKO
TO, UTO ThI yiiena K [IByHorum. Jlymaellb, OHU 3aXOTAT JOBePATh KOTY, KOTOPbIW
TIOKWHYJI CBOE IIeMsl paii MUCKU C e[j0i1?

— Ho g He nokuzan riemMeHu! — KpukHys benbint. — I He Xouy XXUTh C
JByHorumu!

— He 6yznb K HeMy Tak cTpor, — ripoiienTtasna [lecuanasi Bypsi.

OrHerpus yauB/leHHO MnocMoTpen Ha Hee. OTKyjga 3Ta HeOXUJAHHAas
)KasoCTh K MajieHbKOMY opyskeHocIy?! Bo3smoxkHo, Ilecuanyio Bypro ybenumna
He3HaKOMasi Cepbe3HOCTh, TMOSIBUBIIIAsICS B TIpeskze becrieuHom B3rsifie besbiiiia.
Ocraercs HaJedaTbCs, YTO U IJIeMsl CyMeeT pasmvisgzeThb 3Ty nepeMeHy! OrHerpus
Oosibllle He MOT cepAuThCsl. Hak/oHUBILKCE, OH rpyboBaTto mu3Hyn besbiiia B
TeMs.

— Hapetoch, Teneph Thl Oyfelllb MeHs CAyIIaTbCs! — IIEMHYT OH,
HaKJ/IOHASACh K camoMy yXy besbiliia, MOCKOMBKY Ha pajoCTAX Opy»KeHocel| Tak
pa3MypJIbIKasICs, UTO He CJIbIIIa]l HUYero BOKpyT.

— JlyHa BCTaeT, — HerpoMKO mnogan rojoc lopensii. — Ecim xoture
BEepHYThHCA B Jlarepb [0 TOIY/AHSA, HeJb3sl TepATh BpeMeHHMU.

OrnerpuB KuBHY/1 U noBepHyscs K [lecuanou Bype.

— Thi roTOBA?

— [a! — oTo3Basiack OHa, BBITATUBAsA MepeJHue Jiarbl.

— OmmuHo. Torna — B nyTh!

[openbli MmpoBOAWI [ipy3ed [0 CaMbIX MpPeAropud U OCTaBWI HUX Yy
TIOKPBITOIO POCOM KPYTOTO XO/Ma, BeAylllero Ha TeppUTOpHIO IjileMeHU Betpa.
PacceT Obn yke coBceM O/M30K, 3HAUMT, OHU UM OBICTPO, Be[b B pasrap
ce30Ha 3esieHbIX JINCTbeB COJHLIe TTIOAHUMAeTCsl OUeHb PaHo.

— Cnacubo, T'opesbiii! — Teryio ckaszan OrHerpuB, TKHYBILIKCh HOCOM B
HOC Apyra. — Tbl MpaBU/IbHO MOCTYIIW/, PeIIUB pa3biCKaTh MeHs1. §1 3Hato, Tebe
ObLIO HEMPOCTO 3aCTaBUThL ce0si CHOBA MPUIATH B JieC.

— Tlyckaii Mbl C TO6OI OoJsibIlle He COTIJIEMEHHUKH, HO Thl BCerjla MOXKelllb
PaCCUUTHIBATh Ha MO JIPY>KOy U MpeIaHHOCTh, — KUBHYJI [OpesIbIii.

OrHerpus 4acTo 3aMoOprars, CTapasiCh ClipaBUTbCS C UYBCTBaMM.

— bynp octopokeH, — nporenTtan oH. — Bo3moxHo, Korots He 3Haer,
T7ie Thl >KUBelllb, HO Mbl HaA COOCTBEHHOM OITbITe yOeAUIUCh, UTO €ro Hesb3si
HeZiooLeHUBaTb. OH He ucYe3 K3 Halllel )XU3HH, APYKOK. bynb Haueky.

['openblii ciepKaHHO KWMBHY/ U nowlen npoysb. OTHErpuMB CTOSII U MOJTYa
CMOTpeJ1 BC/ie]] CBoeMy ObIBIIIeMY TOBapMIlly T10 Tielllepe, MoKa TOT, po0ekaB T10



CBepKarolle TpaBe, He CKPBbUICS B KyCTapHUKe.

— Hy»HO TOpOMUThCS, UTOOBI ycreTh fobpatbes Ao YUeTbipex [lepeBbeB
paHblile, yeM IieMs BeTpa BbIIUIET pacCBeTHbIe MaTpy/id, — PeLLUn OH U CTajl
Kapabkarbcsi Ha CcK/IoH. besbiin u [Tecuanas Bypst 6exxamu 60k 0 60k ¢ HuM. Kak
TIPUATHO IIyTelleCTBOBaTh uepes IpPeJropbs PaHHUM yTPOM, KOrZa COJIHLe elie
He nofHsiock! Hacnaxpasice npoxsagou, OrHerpuB HecCs CKBO3b 3apOC/U
BepecKa, CTapasiCb He CBOpauvBaTh C TPOIWHKH, N0 KOTOPOW OHHU LA JHEM.
Korga onu mobpanvch /10 cTapoii 6apcyubeii HOpbI, COJHIE TIOJHUMAJ/IOCh Haf
TOPU30HTOM, OKpPacuB IIyCTOLIb B 30/710T0. OrHerpuB yBUzes, Kak besbiii
BOCXUIIIEHHO 3aMep, IIMPOKO paclaxHyB ronayObie T7a3a, U B TPYAU Yy HETo
nioreriiesio. BoaMoskHo, bestbiiil ciep>kKUT cBoe obelljaHre U OCTaHeTCs B jiecy!

— [MTaxHeT momom! — mipoitienitan 6ebiid Opy>KeHOCell.

— B camom pgene? — HenoBepurBo (bipkHyna [lecuanas byps. — A, mo-
MO€eMY, TyT BOHSIET MepP3KHUM CTapbIM Oapcykom!

— A, 1I0-MoeMy, TyT IaxHeT Jla3yTuhkaMu u3 ['po3oBoro njiemeHu!

Bce Tpoe pe3ko 006epHy/IUCh, OILIETUHUB I1epcTb. M3 3apocyeli Bepecka
BbIHBIDHY/1 KosueHorwii, rnamaraii ruieMeHu BeTpa, M, uyTh MNpHXpambIBas,
BCKOUMJI Ha MecuaHbli BBICTYII HaJ, Oapcyubeli HOpoil. MasieHbKU U TOIIUMA, OH
TIOJTYUM/I CBOe UMS 3a TO, UTO TIpU X0/b0e 3aMeTHO Mpurajaa Ha ofHy Hory. Ho
BHEIITHSIST HeB3PaYHOCTh T1aiaTasi Obia o6MaHuvBa. OrHerpuB MpeKpacHo 3Hall,
yTO KonueHorui cuiieH U IpoBOpeH, Kak U BCe KOThI TyiemeHy Betpa. Majio KTo
MOT TAraTbCs JIOBKOCTBIO C BOMHAMU TPeTrOPUiA.

C rpoMKuM IIIODOXOM W3 Bepecka Bblie3 UepHOXBaT U, 00eXaB TPOUX
HeTIPOLLIeHbIX TOCTel, 0CTAHOBUIICS 1033/l HUX, OTpe3asi IyTh K OTCTYTJIEHUIO.

— TlayTuHka! — TpPOMKO KPWKHY/ OH, W W3 3apocC/ed IOoKa3aJuacs
MaJIeHbKUH T10JI0CaThIM OpY>KeHOCel], yKe 3HaKOMbIM OrHerpuBy I10 MPOLJIOMY
cTosiKHOBeHM0. C  kosoTauuMcs  cepfuem OrHerpuMB  K7jajna IOSIBJIEHUS
OCTaJIbHBIX MaTPY/IbHBIX.

— CpaeTcsa MHe, Bbl CuuTaeTe 3eM/d IleMeHUM BeTpa CBOWM BTOpBIM
pgomom! — mpowwmnen KomueHorwit. Ilpexxge uyem orBetuth, OrHerpus
OCTOPOXKHO TIpUHIOXa/Cs. B Bepecke 6osbilie HUKOTO He Ob1sI0! BBIXOAUT, CUJTBI
PaBHBI.

— Ilnemenu BeTpa He 1oBe3/i0 C TeppUTOpueli! — BbI3bIBaIOIE OTBETHU
OH, Bbirvbasi criuHy. — KTo BMHOBAT, UTO Ballli 3eMJIM PACIO/IOXKeHbI KaK pa3
MeJKy JIeCOM U [JOJIMHOW?

— Yrto-To BBl 3ayactiii K Beicokum BanyHam! — ycMmexnysics
KosueHoru, mopo3purte/ibHO omsgabiBag Ux. — A rae ke CuHsAs 3Be3za?
Hey>xenu ymepsna?

— OmHa xuBa ¥ 310poBa! — B3opBasnacek [lecuanas byps.



— Torpa uto BbI TYT flesiaete? — 3apeBes YepHOXBaT.

— IIpocro rynsiem, — 6e33a6oTHO OoTBeTwn benbiml. [1o cpaBHEHHIO C
BoMHamMU BeTpa OH Kazajcs TakuM /1abbIM ¥ MajeHbKUM, uTo y OrHerpuBa
3aleMUJI0 B TPYAMU.

— 4§ BWXKY, Mopa HAyyuTb HAIIMX TOCTeHM yBaXeHUIO! — 3aopan
KosueHOTHM.

Kpaem m1a3za OrHerpuB y/l0BWI ejie 3aMeTHBIM B3MaX KOHUYMKA €r0 YepHOro
XBOCTa W YyCIeja TPUTrOTOBUTbCS K arake. BeimycTuB kortv, KosiueHOruu
TIPBITHYN C Oapcyubeii HOpbl eMy Ha CrIHMHY, HO OTHerpuB MepeKyBLIPHYJICS
yepe3 rosioBy U cbpocun c cebsi Bpara. KomueHoruii mpu3emiuics Ha Bce
yeThIpe JIallbl, IOBEPHYJICS K IPOTUBHUKY U 3/T00HO MPOIIUIIE:

— Yucrasa pabora! Ho Thl HEYK/IIOXK, KaK BCe JieCHbIEe KOTbI! — C 3TUMH
C/I0BaMU OH PUHYJICS BIepe[, 1 MOJI0CHY/I KOrtiMu OrHerpusa 1o yiiam.

— 1 6picTpee Tebss! — mporeausn OrHErpyUB U, OTTONKHYBIIKWCH 3aJHUMH
naramu, TipeirHyn1 Ha KomueHororo. Crapbld [VialllaTaul CJlaBJieHHO KPUKHYII,
CJIOBHO yZlap Bpara BbIIINMO BeCh BO3AYyX Yy HEro W3 JIeTKUX, HO BCe Ke CyMmesl
TIePeBepPHYTLCSA U CHOBA TTPU3eM/THJICS Ha Jiamnbl. BcKouMB, OH ObICTpee Tra/itoKu
KuUHy/c1i Ha OrHerpuBa M pacriojiocoBajl emMy KOITIMUA HOC. PaccBupenes,
OrHerpuB OTIUIAaTHU/I €My TeM >Xe W I/TyOOKO Ipolie/icsi KOTTUCTOM J1aroi T1o
6okam craprka. Kperko BIeTTUBIITHMCH Bpary B 00K, OH U3BE€PHYJICS, BCKOUUT eMy
Ha CIIMHY U Kak cJiefyeT TKHY/1 Ko/rueHOroro Hocom B 3eMIIHO.

Ynep)kvBasi BbIpbIBaroIlerocst Taiiartasi, OrHerpyuB OBICTPO OIVISIAECS.
Oka3biBaeTcs, MO0CAThI OPY)KEeHOCel] y)Ke TIOKHHY/ 1ojie OMTBBI. [lecuaHas
bypsa u benbiini BABOeM cCpakajivCh TPOTUB YepHOxBara, TeCHSA ero B TYILLY
Bepecka, npuueM IlecuaHas Byps nymnuia Bpara nepegjHUMU JianiaMu, a beJibiii
BITWJICS 3y0aMHU B €ro 3a/HI0K0 HOry. HakoHel], UCITyCTHB TIOC/eIHUN BOILIb,
YepHoXBaT BBIPBAJICS U OPOCHUICS HAayTeK.

— 1 6yny Tebst yBaXkaTh TOMBKO TOI/Ia, KOT/la Thl 3TOTO 3aC/TY>KMIIb! —
niporttumienn OrHerpyUB Ha yxO0 KomueHOToMmy U BBIMYCTW/I €r0 Ha CBOOOJY, Kak
cnenyeT KyCHYB Hanocieiok. Bos ot sipoctu, KoylueHorri moTpycus B Bepeck.

— Ilouwmn ckopee! — ckomangoBan OrHerpuB [py3bsiM. — Hagno
TOPOMUTBCS, MOKa OHY He BEPHYJIUCh C MOIMOTOM!

[Tecuanast bypst MpauHO KHWBHY/Ia, 3aTO besibllll He MOT yCTOSITb HA MeCTe OT

pPafoCTH.
— Bujenu, Kak oHU yreneTbiBain?! — XBaCT/IMBO Kpuyaj oH. — [loxoxke,
51 ellle He coBCceM 3a0bl1 cBou H0eBbie HABBIKU, a?
— Tuxo! — psBkHyn OrHerpuB. — /[laBaliTe CKopee yhJeM Iojasbliie

OTCroaa. benbiln 3amMosyan, HO I71a3a €ro CHUs/IM, Kak 3Be3/bI. Tpoe KOTOB
CTPpEMHTEJIbHO B3JIETEJ/IM Hd XOJIM, 3d KOTOPBIM KOHUYd/IACh TEPPUTOPUSA IVIEMEHH



Betpa u npoctupanacs nossiHa Yetsipex [JepeBbes.

— Thl BUges, Kak besbiin cpaxasncs? — mennysna [lecuanas Bypst Ha yxo
OrHerpuBy, JIOBKO NeperpbeiruBas C KaMHs Ha KaMeHb.

— Tonbko B caMOM KOHIle, KOTjla OH TiOMOras Tebe TIPOTHATh
YepHoxBara, — ripu3Ha/icsa OrHerpus.

— 3Haemb, 4yTo OBUIO [0 3TOr0? — HETPOMKO, HO OYeHb JIaCKOBO
nipomenitasna [lecyuanas byps. — OH B TpU KpPO/IMUbUX TPbDKKA OKa3ascs BO3Jj1e
MaJIeHbKOTO OPY>KeHOCIIa, U TOT MOHEeCCs TIPOUb, /la)ke He BCTyTiasi B OUTBY!

— Bo03MOXHO, Masibllll TOJILKO Hauyaa CBoe oOyueHWe, — BeJUKOAYIITHO
rpeArooKui OrHerpus, Tast OT TOPAO0CTH 3@ CBOero yUeHHUKa.

— Ho Haiu-To besibliil BCIO IMOCI@AHIOO JIYHY IIPOCH/e/T B3allepTu B THe3 e
y JByHorux! — Bo3pasuna Ilecuanast Bypsi. — OH coBepiiieHHO He B (hopme, HO
BCe paBHO... — OHa nomoJyasa 4 3alyMuMBO 3ameTusa: — S gymaro, 4To eciu
€r0 XOPOLLIeHbKO HaTPEHUPOBATh, U3 HEro IOJIyYUTCS BeJIMKWUK BOVH!

[To3agy HUX pa3fancs TOHeHbKUM royiocok berbiiia.

— O-ro-ro! Tsi mipaBa, [Tecuanasi Bypsi! {1 6bu1 BenMKosierneH, BepHO?

— Hagerocb, cO BpemMeHeM OH CTaHeT HEMHOI'O CKpOMHee! — I'DOMKO
3akoHuwsIa [Tecuanas byps, Beceso Toropiia ycel.

OrnerpuB mipomonuan. FEro Hecka3aHHO o00pajjoBajio HCKpeHHee
BocxuuleHve [lecuaHor Bypu, HO OH MO-Tpe)XHEMYy COMHEBAJICS B TOM, UTO
Benbi kora-HUuOyAb CyMeeT TIOHATh 3aKOHbI BOMHCKOTO ZI0ITa.

OHu OBICTPO LM TI0 yTPEHHEMY JieCy, 3BeHsI[eMY OT TPOMKOT0I0COTO
IITUYBEro IeHWs. BOkpyr Aypmassie Iaxjio [AUYBI0, HO OHM He MOIVIU
T03BOJIUThL cebe Jake KpaTKylH0 OCTAHOBKY. Hy>KHO ObIZIO KaKk MOXHO CKOpee
BePHYThCS B jlarepb. Y OrHerprBa Jlaxke Jiaribl MOKa/IbIBaio 0T 6eCrioKoicTBa, a
YCUJTUBAIOIIIASICS >Kapa TOMbKO yBeJMuMBasa ero tpeBory. [Ipubmkanack rpo3a,
C/IOBHO OIrPOMHas KOLIIKa, FOTOBas IPbITHYTh ¥ COKPYIIUTH JIeC yapamMu CBOUX
MOT'YUUX JIall.

Jlarepb Obln y>ke coBcem 613K0. Tpoe KOTOB /IDY»KHO YCTPEMUTUCH BHU3 C
xoMa. OrHerpuB Ge’kas MepBbIM, MOJISICh B MBICJISIX, UTOOBI B jiarepe BCce ObIIO
criokoiiHo u Korots He mosiBisincsi. OborHae Ilecuanyro Bypro u Besbiiia, oH
BOpBAJ/ICA B IallOPOTHUKHU W, 3a/bIXasCh, BbUIETe/I Ha MOJsAHY. Bce BeIIAzesno
Oe3MsTe)XHO, U OT 00sierueHus y Hero efiBa He TIOJJKOCU/TUCH Jiarlbl.

HeckonbKO KOTOB y)Ke MOAHAINUCH U Tellepb JIeHUBO I'De/ii CIIUHBI Ha Kparo
nossiHbl. OHU  TOAHSIM  TOJMOBBI, YBUJe/NWd [Vlallaras W, Y/AWBJIEHHO
repernsablBasiCb, B3BOJHOBAaHHO 3amMaxajii XBOCTaMU. bypaH mnopHsaics u
niepBbIM ToZio1es1 K OrHerpuBy. — MbI 60s/IMCh, € TOOO UTO-TO CYUMIOCH! —
ckasas OH. Oruerpys BUHOBATO CBECUJI TOJIOBY.

— MHe »Kasb, 4TO 5 3aCTaBU/I BaC BOJIHOBAThCs, — CKa3ajl OH TaK I'POMKO,



yTOOBI €ro yC/IbIIIaIM Ha Kpatro MosisiHbl. [T0TOM MOHU3U/I T0JI0C U JOBEPUTETLHO
1ienHya: — MeHs pa3bickas ['openbiii 1 cooOIuI, uTo Hatesn besbiiia.

B 5T0 BpeMsi U3 NanopoOTHUKOB BbIHBIPHY/U [lecuanast Byps ¢ benbiiiom, u
BCe KOThI, He Bepsi CBOUM TI7la3aM, YCTaBU/IUCh Ha 6esoro opykeHoclia.

[Tecuanas bypst nogouwia K OTHerprMBy U TNOUTUTE/IBHO CKJIOHW/IA TOJIOBY
niepes; bypaHom. Besbiiil ycesicsi Bo3jie Hee, Kperko 0OBUB XBOCTOM JIallKH, U
CKPOMHO MOTYIIW/ B30P.

BypaH BHMMare/IbHO MOCMOTpeJIa Ha OPY>KeHOoCLa.

— MBeI fymany, Thl yiies XUTb K [|JByHOrMM, — 3alyMUYMBO TIPOTSIHYJI OH.

— BoT vMeHHO! — pasgancs HaJ MOIsSHOM JIeHUBbIM rojoc YacTtokosna,
JieXkallero y BXoZia B CBOKO Iellepy. — MbI AyManu, Thl peLln BEPHYThCS K
6e33a00THOM KHUCKUHOM Xu3HU! — [ToAHSBIIMCH HAa HOTU, OH MPUOIU3UICS K
Bypany. KoTbl MpUTUXJTU U C JIFOOOTIBLITCTBOM YCTaBUIUCh Ha bBesbiiiia, oxxuasi,
yro TOT OTBeTUT. Y OrHerpuBa OT OecrioKoWCTBa Hauaso I1OKaIbiBaTh
TOZYLLIEYKY Ha Jiarnax.

— [IByHOrMe yKpanu MeHs!! — oTuyemIMBO TIipousHec benbill, ropgo
BCKU/IbIBasi TOJIOBY.

YnvB/ieHHBIM LIENOT MPOKATWJ/ICA MO TOJMe KOTOB. BHe3arnHo Ha TossHY
BBICKOUW/T YTOJIeK U PafIoCTHO TKHYJICSI HOCOM B HOC 6e/ioro KOTHKa.

— §1 Bcerma roBOpWI WM, UYTO Thl He MOT J00POBOJILHO YUTH U3
TJIeMeHU! — MSyKHYJI OH.

— ¢ wumnen, mieBasics U OTOMBA/CS, Kak MOT, HO JIByHOTHe BCe paBHO
yTaluim MeHs1! — KuBHYJT besblIiil.

— Kak 3T0 Ha HMX moxoke! — pa3fasncs OT [JeTCKOW CKPUMYYUM TO0C
['opHocTaviku. OrHerpuB W3yMJIEHHO BbITapaliui [ia3a. Heyxenu cBoeit
TIOJTyTIpaB/oi besnbIin cymeeT pa3kanoouts riems?!

— CuacTtbe, uTo ['Opesbii Hallles1 MeHs TIpeX/ie, ueM 3TU U3Bepry HaBcerja
3arepid MeHsT B CBOeM JioMe! — TMpoAo/bKaa Opy»KeHOocel] C HapOYUThIM
oTyasiHMeM B rosioce. — ['opesblii moien 3a moMoiisio K OrHerpuBy. Eciu Obl
He OrHerpuB u [lecuaHasi Byps, st 661 10 CHUX TIOp TOpYaJI MO/, 3aMKOM BMeCTe C
cobaxoii!

— C cobakoii? — paszasncs u3-Toj, TToBajieHHOTro /y0a WCIyraHHbINA BOTUIb
JlockyTa.

— Urto oH cka3an? OH ckaszan, C cobakoi? — repecrnpocuia Jiexxalas
psAioM C HUM Kpusyiis.
— [Ha, ¢ cobakoit! — moBtropun Benbiin. — OHa >xuia B foMe [IByHOTUX

BMecCTe o MHOM! [71a3a CTapUKOB MCITyTraHHO OKPYIJIA/IKCh.
— OHa Hariagiana Ha Te0si?! — BO3MYIl[eHHO B3MaXHY/I XBOCTOM YTOJI€eK.
— Boobrie-To HeT, — nipu3sHacs Besbiil. — Ho ykacHo nasiia.



— IloTom pacckaelllb TOBapuillaM 000 BCeX CBOUX TPUK/IOUEHUSX, —
nepe6us ero OrHerpus. — Ceiiuac TeGe HaZlo Kak cJielyeT OTAOXHYTb.

— Ho 4 el1je HA €/10Ba He CKasasl 0 BCTpeue C rnarpysiem mieMenu Berpa! —
3ayrnpamMusics bespiil.

— Ilarpyne niemenu Betpa? — YacToko/1 NOAHS FOIOBY U ITepeBesl CBOM
XOJIOJHBIN B3IVIsA C opy»keHocLa Ha OrHerpuBa. — Terneps s HOHUMarO, OTKYAa
y Tebsi 9Ta 1japanuHa Ha Hocy! [Tosiarato, OHM CHOBA BBINPOBOJW/IN Bac?

Ilecuanas byps c HerogoBaHUeM ITOCMOTpeJ/Ia Ha Hero.

— OTO MBI INpOrHamv ux! — psBkHy/na oHa. — U besbiin cpaxasncs, Kak
HaCTOSILIUM BOMH!

— OTO Npasja? — YAUB/IEHHO [TOBEPHYJICA K Opy>KeHocLly bypaH.

— OH cHayasia CripaBWiICs C OpY»KeHOocLieM, a totom rnomor Ilecuanoit bype
obparuTthk B berctBo UepHoxBaTta! — oTBeTr1 OrHETpPUB.

— Kakou monoger)! — Bocxutuiack Kructouka, 1ackoBo KuBasi besbiy, u
TOT C JOCTOMHCTBOM TTOKJIOHUJICS €.

— UYTto-TO 5 He ToHsUI, — BMemasicsa YacTokosn. — Mel uto, cobupaemcst
B3SITh €r0 00paTHO?!

— Hy uyrto X, — wMemneHHo Hauan bypaH. — IlociegHee ciioBo,

pa3ymeeTcsi, octaercs 3a CuHeli 3Be3qoi, HO He 3a0biBaiiTe, uTo ['po30BOMY
IJIeMeHM CelYac KakK HUKOIJla HY)KHbl BOWHBL. f1 Aymato, Mbl COBEPIIUM
HeIPOCTUTE/IbHYIO IVIYIIOCTh, eC/Ii NPOroHuM besbiia!

OrHerpuB c obOnerueHueM B3ZioxHY/A. CroBa 0e/loOCHEXXHOTO BOWHA
TTI0JTHOCTBIO COBITAZIa/Iv C €ro MbIC/IAMU!

— Kro 3Haet, He yOeXXWUT /U OH CHOBA IMpH TepBOM oracHoctu?! Pa3se
MOXXHO [IOBepSITh JjOMalllHel Kucke?! — mpe3puTebHO (bIpKHY/I YacTOKOII.

— $1 He kucka! — npommnen Benpii. — U g HUKy#a He yOeran! MeHs
ykpanu! Y Orserpusa 3aiieBeyniach IepPCTh Ha CIIMHeE.

— YacTOoKO/1 BEPHO TOBOPUT, — C TPYAOM Mpu3Haa OH. OH MOHUMaJ, YTO
YacTokoJ1 He eIMHCTBEHHbIN, KTO COMHEBAeTCs B rpeJaHHOCTH besbiia. besbiin
JiepyKajicsi yBePeHHO, U 3TO [ieJlajio0 eMy uecTb, HO Jjis TOro, 4tobbl CHOBa
3aC/Iy>KUTh [J0OBepHe IJIeMeHU, KpaCuBbIX CJI0B Majio. — $ MoKy MOroBOpPO C
Cuneii 3Be3fioif, — 00bssBUI OH. — bBypaH mnpaB. PelieHre MOKeT TMPUHATH
TOJILKO TIpe/IBOAUTe/IbHULIA.



['maBa XXII

— OruerpuB? — mnogHsina rojsoBy CuHss 3Be3ja, Korja Iviallatau
MPOTUCHY/ICS ~ CKBO3b  JMIIAWMHUK. [lo-mipe)kHeMy  BCK/IOKOYEHHast |
pacTpernaHHasl, OHa JieXkajla B CBOeM THe3/le U C 0OeCroKOWCTBOM CMOTpeJia Ha
Bole/iero. OrHerp¥B HeBOJBHO TOAYyMasl, YTO IpPeJBOAUTE/IbHULIA BpsAJ U
BCTaBaJsia CO CBOero Mecra C Tex Mop, KaK OHU BUJEUCh B MOC/IeJHUN pas.

— besbllll BepHysiCcsl, — TPOMKO CKasajl OH. B mocnenHee Bpemsi OH
HUKOI/Ia He 3Haj, Kak I[peJBOJWTe/IbHULIA OTpearvpyer Ha Ty WIM UHYIO
HOBOCTb. B /ito60M ciyuae Jiyuiiie BbIIOXKUTh Bce cpa3y: — OH Obu1 Ha 3emiie
[ByHOrMX, B JOJIMHE T10J FOpamHu.

— U cymen ottyzna gjobparbcst somoit? — ynuBuiack Cunsisi 3Be3a.

— Topenbiii yBUZIeNT ero W Tpuillen B Jjiec, 4ToObl pacckas3aTb MHe, —
TroKavas rojsioBoit Oruerpus.

— T'opesnblii? — 03a/aueHHO MOBeJIa YIIKaMU NpeIBOAUTeIbHULIA.

— [Ma, 6biBIIIMI Opy>KeHOocel] Korts, — 0CTOpo)KHO HartoMHU OTHEerpuB.

— $1 npekpacHO 3Haw, KTO Takou lopenbii! — pa3zosnunace Cunss
3Be3za. — {1 cripanivBaro, YTO OH JieJiajl Ha TeppUTOpyU I'po3oBoro nieMeHu?

— OH npuiiesn pacckasaTb MHe, 4uTO BUfea besbinia, — TOBTOPU/I
OrHerpus, 4yBCTBYs, UTO 3aKUIIAeT.

— besnbin... — mnoBropuna CuHsig 3Be3fa, Cjlerka CKJIOHSAS TOJIOBY K
1J1eyy. — 3HAuWT, OH BepHyJ/ica? ITouemy OH peluns czenarb 3107

— OH XoueT BHOBb CTaThb YacCThlO IIeMeHH. [IByHOTrWe 3abpaniu ero
HaCWIbHO, OH He XOTeJsl ITOKUAATh Jjiec!

— Bbixoaut, 3Be3Hoe 1ijieMs TIPUBeJIo ero 06paTHo. ..

— C nomotpero I'openoro, — mnornpasun OrHerpus. CuHssa 3Be3za J0/T0
cujiena, yCTaBUBLLIKCh B [IeCYaHbIU M0/ Melepsbl.

— §1 nonarasna, 3Be3HOe TIeMSsI >KejlaeT, YTOObI OH HallleJl CBoe MeCTO 3a
npejenaMu ['po30BOro mjiemMeHd, — 3aJyMuMBO IMpOTAHYy/la OHa. — Ho 4
oimbanack, — OHa pe3Ko MmoBepHy/ack K OrHerpuBy. — ['opesibiii oMor Tebe?

— [la. OH mipuBes HacC K TOMy MecTy, rae IByHorue gepxanu besbima. U
ellle OH Criac Hac oT co0ak.

— UYro ckasan lopesnbli, KOrza Thl pacckasaa eMy O IpefaTesbCTBe
Kortsi? — BHe3anHo cripocuia CuHss 3Be3na. OrHerpuB Tak pacTepsijics, UyTo He
Cpa3sy HallleJsiCs C OTBETOM.

— Hy, oH... OH ObI/1 IOTPSICEH, 3TO MOHSTHO. ..

— A Beap KoIza-TO OH MbITAJICA [pefocTepedb HAC MPOTUB Hero,



MOMHUIIBL? — C TOCKOM cripocuia CuHsAs 3Be3fa. — Tenepb U s BCIIOMHUIA. ..
[Touemy s Torga He mocaywana ero?! OrHerpuB 3ameTascs, He 3Has, Kak
YCIIOKOUTH ee.

— Ho B Ty mopy lopesnbiii 6bi1 Bcero Jyiuilb opykeHociiem! Bce riemst
Bocxuwanock Korrem. OH ymMesio CKpbIBas CBOU MpPeCTyIIeHuUs !

— $1 ommbnace u B Korte, u B I'opesiom, — Tsbkesio B3moxHyna CuHsis
3Be3ma. — Sl ob6sizaHa M3BUHUTHLCS Tiepe], [OpesibiM, — OHa TIOZHSI/IA TSHKeJTbIN
B354, Ha OrHerpyBa. — Kak Thbl AyMaelllb, MOTY I CHOBa IPUIVIACUTb €ro B
riemMs?

— OH He 3axoueT BO3BpalaThCs, — IOKauyaa rojioBod OrHerpuB. — Mbl
OCTaBWIH €ro Ha TeppuTOpvHr [IByHOTHX, TaM, IZe XUBeT HuMeHb, — MOSICHUII
oH. — OH MPWXKWICS TaM U TeTepb cyacTauB. Thl ObIa TpaBa, KOTZAa CKa3asa
MHe, UTO, TOKUHYB TJIeMsl, OH HaliZieT CBOIO Cy/b0Yy.

— Ho ommbnace xe s B benbiie! — pa3o3nunack CuHss 3Be3a.
OrHerpuvB TOHS/I, YTO Pa3rOBOp NPUHUMAET HeKeslaTe/lbHbIM 000pOT U TPO3UT
HapylIUTh TOT XPYMNKUM TIOKOW, KkoTopbiii CuHsia 3Be3ga obpesa TIOf
BO3/leiCTBMEM TepriemBoro bypana.

— $1 nymato, Besblln poXxzeH /i )KU3HU B TIJIEMeHU, — TBePZO0 CKa3asl OH,
CTapasiCh 3ar/IyllUuTb CBOU COMHeHUs1. — HO TOJIBKO Thl MOXKelllb PEeLlUThb, CTOUT
i Gpath ero 06paTHO B IIEMS.

— C KakKou CTaTy Mbl JO/DKHBI ero MpOrOHATH? !

— Yacrtokos nonaraet, 4yto benbllll paHO WY MO34HO BepHETCS Ty/ja, rhe
poauscsi, — ripobopmotan OrHerpus.

— A TBI CaM UTO Aymaeuin?

OrHerpuB Habpas B rpy/ib M0OOJIbIIIEe BO3AyXa U OTBETUI:

— A mymaro, uto BpeMmsi, TIpoBeieHHOe Y [IByHOTMX, [IOMOIVIO eMy TOHSATh
cBor cyan0y. Cep/iiie ero ocTaaoch B jiecy, Kak U Moe. OH BOCIIPSIHY/ JIyXOM,
YBU/IEB, KaK NMPOSCHUICS B3, CrHelr 3Be3/bl.

— OminuHo. 1 00bsIBIIIO TI/IEMEeHU, UTO BesbIill MOXKeT 0CTaThCsl C HaMU, —
pelnia OHa.

— Cnacubo, Cunsisi 3Be3sa. OrHerpuB MOHKUMAJ, UTO /I0JKEH UCTIBITHIBATh
ropa3zo O0/blIyI0 PaloCTh OTTOrO, UTO bBesiblilia CHOBa TIPUHSIM B T/IEMSI, HO
cuacThe ero ObIZI0O OMpaueHO TpeBoroil. besbiil mokasan cebst xpabperiom,
Cpakasicb C TaTpyieM TIuieMeHH BeTpa, u OblT1 3aMeTHO pafi CBOeMY
BO3BpAllleHUI0, HO HAJO/Ir0 JIM XBaTUT ero 3ajopa? UTo ecau BCKOpe eMy
HacKyuaT TpeHUpOBKU? WM HaJoecT C€aMOCTOSITe/IbHO [00biBaTh cebe
TpornvraHue’?

— U ete s xouy 00BSIBUTH BCeM, UTO ecyid ['openbiii Korfa-HUOYb BHOBD
TIOSIBUTCSI Ha Hailleli 3emsie, KaxAbiii ['po30BoM KOT 00si3aH OKa3bIBaTb €My



I04YeCTH, KOTOPbIMU MbI yI0CTauBaeM COIIeMeHHUKOB! — ripoposkana CuHsA
3Be3za.

OrHerpuB C 01arolapHOCTBIO CKJIOHW TOJOBY. lopenbiii HUKOTZa He
TI0/Tb30BaJICS 0COOO0M JI0OOBBIO TIJIEMEHU, TOCKOJIbKY ObLIT CMILIKOM 3amyraH
CBOUM I'DO3HBIM HACTaBHUKOM, HO B 11€JI0M Y [DO30BBIX KOTOB He ObLI0 HUKAKUX
TIDUUMH OTHOCUTBLCS K HEMY C TIpey0exk/ieHrueMm.

— Korzia Thl 00bsIBUILIL CBOE pellieHre? — CIIPOCUJI OH, ZiyMasi O TOM, UTO
BCeMy TuieMeHU OyJieT TpPUATHO BHOBb YBHU/IETh CBOIO IpeABOAWUTEbHUILY Ha
Bricokou Ckare.

— Ilouwin ko mMHe Yactokosna, — pacnopsgunace CuHsaa 3Be3ga. — A
IIOrOBOPKO C HMM, a OH IlepejacT Moe pelleHue OCTaJbHbIM. Orserpus
pasouapoBaHHO NOHypw1 TronoBy. [louemy CuHsAs 3Be3ga He XoyeT cama
00paTuThCst K CBOeMy TiieMeHU? Ha Kakol-TO MUT eMy BAPYT M0OKa3ajioCh, UTO
€10 [IBWKeT [a/IbHOBU/HBIM pacyeT M OHAa XOueT IPOU3BEeCTH BIleuaT/ieHWe Ha
TiieMs], TiepeZiaB CBOIO BOJIIO uepe3 KOTa, KOTOPKIM 0oJibIlie APYTHUX MPOTUBUICS
Bo3BpailleHuto benbiia. Ho mo BeipakeHuto yiuija CuHelt 3Be3/ibl TPYAHO ObUIO
CKa3aTh, PYKOBOZICTBYeTCs OHa MYZAPOCThbIO WK cTpaxoMm. Korjla oH cOMBUMBO
Torpouanca U mnomviesncss K Bbixony, CuHasg 3Be3fa /ML PaBHOAYILIHO
TIOCMOTpesia emy B C/iefl. YCTasbli U FOJIOAHBIN, OH TIOJOIIIeN K Kyde CBeXel eflbl
u ObUl TIPUATHO TIOpakeH ee pa3Mepamu, TeM 0ojiee UTO COJHIlE ellje He
JIOCTUIVIO CBOero 3eHUTa. «OXOTHUKU HEIIOXO MOTPYAWIUCH», — [OBOJIbHO
nogyman OrHerpuB. OH BbITall[u1 Oe/IKy ¥ TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO OHA y’Ke Hadasia
I10I1aX1Barh, I10JIe)KaB HEMHOI'O 10, MaaAlUMU JIydaMu Co/HLa. YTo-To rposa
CJIMIIKOM f1o/iro cobupaeTcsi! XoThb Obl pa3pa3usiachk mockopee!

[To mytu K 3apocyiamM KpanuBbl OrHerpuB czesana KPHOK Y MOAOLIeN K
rerepe opykeHocLieB. besibllll B OfMHOUECTBe CHJeJ Y BXOJQ, XKaLHO Ioenas
BOpoObsi. [logHsIB TO/IOBY, OH yBUjen OrHerpuBa U TOPOIUIUBO TPOIIOTH
ouepesHOU KYyCOK.

— TIlouigem TtpeHupoBarbcsa? — cripocun OH. [lpy ofHOM MBICM O
TpeHUpoBKax y OrHerpvBa 3aHbI/IM HATPy)XeHHbIe Jarbl. bpocuB 06esiKy, OH
CKasai:

— He cerognsa, benpin. MHe HYXHO OTLOXHYTb. —  besbiin
pa3ouapoBaHHO OIMYCTW/I I1a3a. Ero roToBHOCTb BEPHYTHCS K TPEXKHEN >KU3HU
NpUATHO yauBuiia OrHerpusa.

— Kcratn, — cka3zan oH. — Tbl paccka3an HaMm 3abaBHYH cKa3Ky. Bce
TI0BEPU/IA, UTO ThI ITePeXXU/ HacTodlee IPUK/IIOYeHre, — beJblll cMyIieHHO
notynuscsi, Ho OTHerpuB Npofio/Kan: — 51 He cTaHy pa3y0ekJaTh TI7ieMsl B TOM,
4TO ThI ObIT «yKpazieH» [IByHOTUMH. . .

— Ho 310 xe mpaBza! — mnpomsamiua benpin. OrHerpys CypoBO



HaXMYPUJICS.

— Mei ¢ TobGol MpekpacHO 3HaeM, UTO 3TO He Bcsi mpada! U 3amomHwy,
eC/i s XOTh pa3 YBUXKY, UTO ThI OTATH 3arvisifibiBaelllb 3a 3a00p K JIByHorum, s
HeMe/IJIeHHO BBITOHIO TeOsl 13 Ti/IeMeHU, TIOHSLT?

— Ha, Ornerpus, — npotuenTas benpii. — f Bce roHsI.

ITocne enbr OrHerpuMB CBepHYJICSA Ha CBOEM MOACTW/IKE W TPOBAW/ICA B
rybokuii coH. Emy cHwics sec. OrpoMHbIe CTBO/BI HaBUCAIU HaJ, HUM,
BBICTyMasi W3 TyMaHa, a BepIIMHbI UX CKpbIBa/MCh B 06makax. OrHerpus
KPUKHYJI, HO TOJIOC €ro YTOHYJ/I B MPauHOM THUILVHE. Y>KaC CaBU/l eMy TPy/b, OH
JIMXOPaZi0uHO OIVIsZlesICs, UIlla IVIa3aMU 3HaKOMble MeCTa, HO HUYero He yBujeJl
CKBO3b TyMaH. Ka3asoch, fiepeBbsi OOCTYIIU/IU €T0, CMBIKasiCh BCe TeCHee, OH TO
Y [1e/10 LeIUIsjIC LIepCThIO0 3a MX 4YepHble CTBOJIbL. OrHerpvB NPUHIOXA/CH, U
IIepCTh ero MOAHS/Iach AbI0OM, — eMy ObUT 3HAKOM 3TOT e[JKUi 3arax, HO OH He
3HaJI ero MMeHHU.

B TOT >ke MHUTI' OH MOYYBCTBOBaJI TIPUKOCHOBEHHE UbEH-TO MSTKOW LLIePCTH.
MyuuTe/bHO-3HAKOMBIM 3arax OKPY>KWJI €ro, OCBe)Kasi WCITYyTraHHYI0 AYILY, Kak
OCBeJKaeT IVIOTOK BO/bI B JIeTHUM 3HOU. [lecTponucras!

— I'me mb1? — mnportenrtan OrHerpus, HO [lecTponucras He oTBeTuIIa.
OrHerpuB NOBepHYJICS K Hel, HO He CMOT pasryisifieTb CKBO3b TyMaH. Ilepes HUM
MeJIbKHY/TM [IBa UCITyTaHHBIX JKeJIThIX [V1a3a, U TYT TUILIUHY Ipope3ayi IPOMKHe
BOIUIU [IByHOTMX.

3 TymaHa BBICKOUW/IU IBO€ FOHBIX JIByHOTMX, NUlIa UX ObLIM MepeKoleHbl
ykacom. OrHerpuB IOUyBCTBOBas, 4yTO [lecTposmcras Kyzna-ToO ucyesaeT, U,
o0epHYBIIINCh, YBUjIeN, KaK OHa CKpbiBaeTcsi B TymaHe. OH OCTajCs COBCEM
oguH! Enle )KMBOU OT y»kaca, OH 3aMmep, a /JIByHOrue HeC/IuCh TMPsSIMO Ha Hero, 1
J1aTIbl UX TSKEJI0 TPOXO0TAaJIM T10 JIECHOMY JiepHY.

OH T1IpoCHy/CS, CJIOBHO OT TOMYKa. PacrnaxHyB 1[v1asa, WCIIyraHHO
ornsiziesicsi. Yto-To 6b1710 He Tak. TO/IBKO UTO YBHIEHHBIN KOIIIMap TPOHUK B
peaslbHOCTb — B BO3/yXe CTOSIT €IKWM 3arax M KaKOW-TO HeOoOBIUHBIM,
YAYLUUIMBBIA TyMaH COYMJICS CKBO3b BeTBU. Braseke, 3a JepeBbsMH, TYCKJ/IO
pas/ivBaJICad CTPaHHbIM OpaHyXeBbI cBeT. Heyxxenu yxe paccBeTtaet?

Hpiuate crasno eie TpygHee, U OrHerpuB C y»KaCcoM IOHsJI, UTO 3TOT 3arnax
emy 3HakoM. Orosb! IllepcTh ero mogHsiiachk [AbI00M. YrKacaroluii Tpeck
TIPOKAaTUJICA T10 JIarepro, a CBeT 3a JiepeBbsiIMU pasropasics BCe spue U spye.



I'maBa XXIII

— Tloxap! IlpockinanTeck! — 3aopan OrHerpuB. besiocHe)KKa BbICKOUW/IA
13 [eljepsl, B ee paCllMpeHHbIX [V1a3ax CTOsI yrKac.

— Hy>XHO HeMeJIeHHO MOKUHYTH Jlarepb! — pacnopsiguiics OrHerpus. —
Ckakute CuHelt 3Be3szie, uTo Jjiec oxBaueH orHeM. OH cO BceX Jian Opocumcs K
Telriepe CTapemIvH U KpUKHY/ CKBO3b BeTKH ITOBajIeHHOTO [y0a:

— Oronb! Beixogurte! He foxugasce oTBeTa, OH MOHECCH K OPY’KeHOCLIaM.
KotsiTa y>ke COHHO BBITIO/I3a/I1 M3 CBOUX THE3I.

— Yxonum u3 narepsi! Bce kK peke! — 3aopan OrHerpus, MeJjIbKOM 3aMeTHB
pacTepssHHOE BbIpaKEHWE Ha 3acnaHHOM MopAaouke besbiia. — berute K
peke! — mioBTOpU/ OH. besnocHexka yxe Besa CHHIOW 3Be3[ly uepe3 TEMHYIO

nosisiHy. Ha nuile CuHeli 3Be3/bl 3aCThUIO BbIpa)keHHe OeCCUIBHOTO y»Kaca, U
BeyiocHe)XKe MpUXOAUIOCE TO U [ie/10 MOATAIKHUBATh MPeBOAUTE/IbHULYY HOCOM.

— Cropa! — kpukHyn OrHerpuB, B3MaxuBasi XBOCTOM, a MOTOM T0/[0esKar
u nomor benocHexke moaBectd CUHIOKO 3Be3[y K BbIxoay u3 jarepsi. Co Bcex
CTOPOH CHJa HeUIUCh OLLIEeTUHUBLIMECS OT CTpaxa KOThbI, Orviallasi Jiarepb
BOIUISIMU y>Kaca. BOKpyr peBes v CTOHas JjieC, ¥ B 3TOM LIyMe SICHO CJ/IbILLAJIOChH
OTBpaTWTe/bHOE 3aBbiBaHWe W OTYasiHHbIN Jiali cobak, C ILIYMOM HeCYIIUXCS
CKBO3b yally. [IbIM y)Ke 3aCTW/aja BCH TOJSIHY, a 3a HUM BCe spye U spue
pasropa’sicsi HeCTeprUMbId CBeT — 3TO OrOHb CITyCKa/ICSd CO CKJIOHA XOJIMa Ha
narepsb.

OrHerpvB HeBO/MBbHO Bhbipyrajsicsi — CuHsis 3Be3za efe Tallyaach, OyaTo
nanel y Hee CTa/d KaMeHHble. Heyxenr OHa He MOHKMMaeT, KakOM OMAaCHOCTH
niogBepraeT cebs?! OrHerpuB eiile pa3 MOATOMKHY/ TIPeABOAUTE/NLHULLY, TIOTOM
obepHysncsi K bBenocHexxke W TOPOIUIMBO TIpUKasana €Ml TIOWTH TIPOBEPUTH
netckyro. Kak Tonbko BenocHexxka ybexana, OH uTO ObUIO CH/IbI TOJIKHYJT
CuHio0 3Be3fly, TaK UTO CTapasi TMpe/BOJWTe/NbHULIA TOUTH OeroMm BieTesla B
TMariOpOTHUKOBBIA TyHHeJb. TOMBKO OKa3aBLUWCh 3a Mpefenamu Jarepsi, CUHssS
3Be3jja OYyHy/lachb OT OLelleHeHWs W TPUCOeJIWHWIACh K KOTaM, B TIaHUKe
MeUyLIUMCSI BO BCe CTOPOHBI T10 XOJIMY.

— bBerure kK peke! — rpomko nipukaszan OrHerpuB. — llpurisiabiBaiTe
Apyr 3a gpyrom! He Tepsiiite 13 BUJy CBOMX TOBapulel 1o neiepam! ITocpenu
BCeoOII[ero IrymMa ¥ MaHUKU OH UYyBCTBOBA/ KaKOe-TO JKYTKOe CIIOKOWCTBUE,
C/JIOBHO [yllla ero mnpeBpaTWiach B 03€pO, O KpaeB HarlOJIHeHHOe JieIsSHOU
BOZIOM.

[ToBepHYBILIKCh, OH OPOCU/ICS B J1arepb, YTOObI BbITAUTh CUHEr/Ia3KUHbIX



KOTAT Y MOMOYb MX Marepy. OHa Il1a, Tallja 3a LIKMPKY CamMOro MaJIeHbKOIO
KOTEeHKa, 171a3a ee ObLIU TIOJTHBI yrKaca, U KPOIIeUHbIl CBEPTOK, paCKauuBasiCh, TO
Y [1eJI0 CTYKaJICd O MaTepUHCKUe Jiaribl.

— I'me 3naromeiika? — kpukHyn OrHerpuB. CHHersa3ka Mo/iua KWBHYJIA
HOCOM Ha BepliMHy XoiMa. OTHerpvMB KWUBHYJ, pajlysiCb, UTO XOTs Obl OfiHA
KopojieBa C JeTbMU YyCIlesa OKa3aTbCsi B Oe3omacHoctd. OH  OKIMKHYI
HNonroxBocTa, KOTOPBIM yxkKe ycrien fobexarb 40 cepeiiHbI X0/Ma, U TOKa TOT
BO3BpalllaICs, B3y O4HOro U3 CHHerNa3KUHbIX MaJiblllled U Tepefan ero
nofibexkaBIlieid U 3arbixaBlieiicss Kucrouke. [TogxBaTUB TpeThero KOT€HKa, OH
CYHYJI ero rogocriesiiemMy [Joaroxsocry.

— He orxomu or CuHeryiasku! — rmpuKasaj OH, 3Has, 4YTO KOpOJieBa
1oOEXXUT TOMBKO TOTA, Koryia OyzleT yBepeHa, uTo ee /IeTsIM HUUTO He YIPOKaerT.

3a/lepKaBLIMCh Yy  TOAHOXKUA  CKIOHA, OrHerpuB MOCMOTpesl  Ha
KapaOkaroiuxcst BBepx KotoB. KiyObl ipiMa 3acTusianu He6o, CKpPbIB 3Be3/HbIN
[Tosic. Buaut 1 3Be3HOe IieMsi, YTO TBOPUTCS Ha 3emsie? IlepeBens B3Ivisj
UyTh HU)KE, OH Pa3Ivisifies B To/re Oeryiyx KOToB cepyto cruHy CuHeli 3Be3/bl.

OH Hayan NogHUMATBCA I10 CKJIOHY, TO M [ieJI0 TOIVIi/blBas BHU3, OTKYZa
nipubKanock Tiams. JKaJHble S3bIKA OTHSI Y)Ke JM3a/ii CyXOl TaropOTHUK,
noZibupasich K camomy Jiarepto. OrHerpuB Bckapabkasicsi Ha rpeGeHb.

— CrouTe! — IpOMKO OKJIMKHYJ/I OH HEeCYL[MXCSl KOTOB. Bce 0CTaHOBUINCH
U IPY’)KHO TTOBEPHY/IUCH K HeMy. [71a3a 1umnano, CkBo3b KJayObl I'yCTOTO IbiMa OH
e/lBa pa3/iMyas CUIy3Thl ToBapuileli. — Bce Ha mecTte? Hukoro He 3a0bumu? —
CIpOCuU OH, 006BO/IS T/Ia3aMU UCITyTaHHBIe JIUIIA.

— {1 He By KpuByimo u Jlockyta! — pasgancs B TUILIMHE UCITyTaHHBIU
rojiocok besbia. KoOTbl  3allieBe/dinvch, IepersabiBascb, II0TOM be3yx
pacTepsiHHO COOOIIT:

— UXx HeT!
— HagBepHoe, oHu ocTanucek B jarepe! — BCKprKHysa CuHeria3ka.
— I'me MoW cbiHOYeK?! — 3arosocuia 3/aronielika, NepeKpyuKrBasi peB

riameHy. — Korza st mogHMMasachk Ha X0IM, OH Oe’kast 3a MHOM, s IOMHIO!

Y OrnerpuiBa rosiosa mnotiiia Kpyrom. BeIxogut, HefgocTaeT cpa3y Tpoux!

— 41 pasblllly UX, — peLina OH. — 37,eCb 0CTaBaThCsl OYeHb OracHo. bypaH
1 HacToKoJ1, 1 IopyyYaro BaM [0BeCTH IjieMs 10 peku!

— Ho Tbl Xe He CMOXellb BepHYTbCA! — WCIyraHoO BOCK/IMKHY/IA
[Tecuanasi Bypsi, TIPOTUCKUBasiICh CKBO3b TO/MY, UTOOBI OKAa3aTbCsi DSIOM C
OrHerpusoM. B ee 3e/1ieHbIX I1a3ax 3aCTbUIO OTYasiHUE.

— [Jlpyroro mnytyd HeT, — oTBeTW/1 OrHerpuB, CTapascCb He CMOTpeTb Ha
Oyuryroiiiee BHU3Y Tiamsi. Cep/ilie y HEro OKameHesio OT CTpaxa.

— Torpa s notigy c Toboii! — pernmna [Necuanast Byps.



— Het! — cypoBo cka3zan bypaH. — ¥ Hac u 6e3 TOro CJIMIIIKOM MaJsio
BOWHOB. ThI Hy>KHA 3/1eCh, UTOOBI TOMOYb /JOBECTH IIeMsi 10 peku! — OrHerpus
YTBepAUTE/IbHO KUBHY!I.

— Torpa s norgy! OrHerpyB CO CTpaxoM MOCMOTPeJ Ha KOBBUISIOIIYHO K
Hemy IlerestoILiKy.

— 41 Beib HE BOMH, — TPOCTO CKa3asa oHa. — Kakou oT MeHst npok! [laxe
eCJIM HaC aTakyeT BpakeCKHUH TaTpy/ib, 1 BCeé PABHO He CMOT'Y CpakaThCSl.

— He cmeli! — npoxpurienn OrHerpus. OH He MOT TT03BOJIUTh €1 PUCKOBaTh
»u3Hbi0! U TyT U3 TONTIBI BBICTYTIMIA BCK/IOKOueHHasi [1lepOarast.

— ¥ XOoTp M cCTapyxa, HO [ep)XXyChb Ha Janax IIOKperndye, yeM Tbl, —
TIpoBOpYasia OHa, obpaiasch K cBoell yueHuile. — [l1eMeHU TIPUTOAUTCS TBOE
UCKyccTBO, [lenemonika. A noiay ¢ OrHerpMBoM, a Thl OCTaHeILIbCsl CO CBOMM
riemeHeM. [lemesntoiiika OTKpbLia ObUIO poT, HO OTHETpUB He TO3BOUI e
BO3pasuTh.

— ¥ Hac HeT BpeMeHM Ha criopbl! — orpe3an oH. — [loiigem, I1]epbarasi.
OcranbHble — Mapui K peke! U, npexzae uem Ilemesntoimka ycriesa 4To-TO
CKasarb, OH IIOBEPHYJICA W Hadyajl CIIyCKaTbCd CO CK/IOHAa BHU3, HABCTpeuy
K/TyOsiiiieMycsi IbIMY ¥ HECTePITUMOMY >Kapy.

OH y»kacHO 60s/1Cs1, HO, CITYCTUBIIMCH K TIOJJHOXKHUIO XOJIMa, 3aCTaBU/ cebs
yckopuTth mar. C3aJu C/blianoch npepoiBatoitieecs apixanue lepbatoii. 13-3a
eKOro [JibIMa KaK/[bIM IJIOTOK BO3/4yXa [JaBajCsi C OrPOMHBIM TPYZAOM, Jaxe
MoJiofibie ierkve OrHerprBa 60/e3HEHHO CKUMAJTUCh TPU KaXk/IOM BJIOXe.

OrHerpus' He 3HaJj, Lie] Jjarepb WIM B HeM YyxKe LIApPCTByeT IlaMs, HO
peluTe/IbHO HamnpaBWICd K I1allOPOTHUKOBOMY XOAy. fpKue s3bIKM OIHA
TISICa/IA TI0l CT@HOW, >KaJJHO YHUUTOXKasi 3ab0T/IMBO TieperjieTeHHbIe CTeOsy,
O[JHAKO TIOXKap ellle He fo0pasncsi [0 TONsSHbL $ICHO C/IBIIANCS TPecK
T0YKMPAaeMOro OTHeM TiOBajieHHOro ny0a. B sarepe OblZIo Tak »Kapko, 4TO
COMHEHUM He 0CTaBaJloCh — OTOHb BOT-BOT [POHUKHET CHOAA.

CkBO3b AbIM OrHerpus 3ameTus KpuBYyJitO, HENOABUXKHO CKOPUYMBILYHOCS
TI0/], BETKOM cTaporo ayba. JIOCKyT jiexkasn psiioM C Hel, BLIeNUBIINCH 3y0amMu B
3arpYMBOK CTapyXy. BUAMMO, OH TIbITAJICS TIepeTalluTh ee B HGe3ormacHoe MecTo,
HO ymas 6e3 UyBCTB.

OrHerpuB 3amep, TPOH3eHHbIN y>KacoM, HO Lllepbarasi GbicTpo mog6esxana
K CTapyKaM ¥ I10BOJI0K/Ia KpUBYJItO K BBIXOAY U3 Jlareps.

— He cToli, Kak kKonofa! — psIBKHy/la OHa CKBO3b 3a0MBIIIYIOCS B POT
11epcTb. — IToMOru BbITAlLIUTE UX OT Croza!

Oruerpus yxBatui JIOCKyTa 3a 3aIrPUBOK M IIOBOJIOK Yepe3 3aJbIM/IEHHYIO
TOJISIHY B TyHHesb. IIpoTackuBasi cTapyka CKBO3b IMallOPOTHUKH, OH M30 BCeX
cul caepkuBan Kaimienb. Octpele cTeGnyd  6e3KasoCTHO LETJISIMCh  3a



CBa/ISIBUIYIOCSl 111epCTb CTaporo kota. JloOpaBIIMCh [0 TIOAHOXUSL XO/Ma,
OrHerpvB Haua/l CHOBa KapaOKaTbCsi HaBepx. BHe3arHo JIOCKyT 3aliieBesnics,
Mo Teny ero rnpobekana Cy#opora, ¥ CTapyka HeCKOJbKO pa3 MYyYWTe/bHO
BbIpBasio. He ocraHaBnuBasicb, OrHerpus Ioj3 BBepx I10 KAMEHHUCTOMY CKJIOHY,
111es1 y Hero oHemMeJia OT TsKeCTU HeIloABUKHOIO TeJia.

[obpaBiimce, HakoHell, [0 TpebHS X0/AMa, OH OTIYCTW/ CBOK HOLIY.
HecuacTHBIN CTapuK, TsDKeNO [blllla, OeCrOMOIIHO BBITSHY/ICS Ha IVIAaZKUX
KamMHsiX. OrHerpuB orisifiesnics, vilja rasamu Lllepbartyto. Ctapasi LjerTe/bHULIA
TO/MBKO-TO/IbKO TIOKa3ajach W3 TMaropOTHUKOTO TyHHess, Ooka ee TsDKeso
B3/[bIMaJTUCh, ObUIO BU/IHO, UTO M3-3a JIbIMa OHA €/1Ba JbIIIUT. [lepeBbsi, KOT[ja-To
YKpbIBaBIIIMe Jjiarepb OT TOCTOPOHHUX IJia3, ObUIM y)Xe OXBauyeHbI TJITaMEeHEeM.
3a/ipaB rojioBy, CTapas LieJIMTe/IbHULIA OTUYassHHO ToCMOTpesia Ha OrHerpusa, B
ee PbDKUX IJIa3ax 3acCThbil ykac. OrHerpuB mofo0pascs, Harpy>KUHW 3aZiHUe
nanbl, TOTOBBIM TMPBITHYTh Ha MOMOLb CTapyXe, HO MCIIyTaHHOe MsYyKaHbe,
JIOHOCSILL[eecst OTKY/|a-TO CBEPXY, 3aCTaBU/IO ero 00epHYThCS.

BrasieBiIvCh B KayOsiuiicsi M, OH yBUZen cbiHa KorTs. Marbli cujen
Ha BeTKe Ma/IeHbKOI'O JiepeBlia, pacTyllero Ha CKjoHe xonMa. Kopa fepesa yxe
T/IeJia, Y, KOIZia KOTeHOK 3aKpuyuasl ellle pas, epeBo BHe3arHo BCIIbIXHY/IO!

He pa3sgymbiBasi, Oruerpus npbirHys. BijenuBIIKMCh KOTTSMU B KOPY BBILLIE
TbIIAKOLIET0 Y TIOAHOXKHUS CTBOJIA, OH MOATSHY/ICA M MOMO0JI3 K KOTeHKY. OroHb
HeCCsl 3a HUM 110 MsiTaM, »KaJiHO 00/M3bIBasi TO/IbKO UTO OCTaBJ/IeHHbIE yUaCTKHU,
HO OrHerpuB, CpbIBasiCh, YIPSIMO TI0JI3 BBepX, TOPOISCh A00OpaThcsi [0
HeCYyaCTHOIO Maviblllla. 3a)KMYPUBLLIKChL OT y)Kaca, KOTEHOK BLIETIWJICS B CBOKO
BeTKy U IIIMPOKO pa3eBaj POT B 6e33ByuHOM Kpuke. OTHErpyMB CXBaTW/I €ro 3a
LLIMBOPOT Y €/lBa He CBa/IWJICS BHU3, ITIOCKOJIbKY KOTEHOK TYT JKe OTILyCTH/I KOI'T!
Y KaMHeM DPYXHyJ C BeTKU. CTUCHYB uestocTy, OTHerpvB C TPYZOM YZAepKacs
Ha I1iepiaBoM cyKy. CryCTUTBCSI MO CTBOJy OBLIO y)Ke HEBO3MOXKHO, Ilamsi
TIOJJHUMAJIOCh CIUIIKOM ObICTpO. EJMHCTBEHHBIM BBIXO[IOM OBLIO OTITOJ3TH TI0
BeTKe KakK MOXKHO Jasbllle, a TMOTOM CIIPbITHYTh Ha 3eM/r0. OrsHerpus erie
CuibHee CTUCHY/l 4YeJtoCTM W, He oOpaillas BHMMaHUSI Ha BOIUIM KOTeHKa,
TI0I10J13.

BeTka rHynach 4 packauvBasiach I10J, BeCOM [BOUX KOTOB, HO OrHerpus
YIpsIMO 3acTaB/isil cebsi ABurarbcs Brepen. ChenaB mociefiHee yCW/We, OH
Hampsrcsi, TOTOBSICh K MPBLDKKY. [1o3aau Hero OyiieBaso miamsi. OroOHb OMasisi
OoKa, HO3/Ipy HaTOJTHUI OTBPATUTe/IbHBIN 3arax rajeHol mepcTtu. BeTka cHoBa
TIPOTHYJIaCh, TMOC/BIIAICS 3/10BeLIUNA XPYCT. «3Be3jHoe TIuUlemsi, CIracu |
coxpaHu!» — MblcIeHHO B3Mmosuiaca OrHerpuB.  3aKMYpUBIIUCH, OH
OTTOJIKHYJ/ICA 3aJHAMMU JiallaMU U NIPbITHYII.

3a ero CrvHOM paszascs FPOMKUM TpecK. 3aTeM I0C/e[0Bal TsSUKe/Ibld yap



0 3eMJIt0, OT KOTOPOTO OH e/[Ba He JIMIIWICSA 4UyBCTB. Koe-Kak TOJHSIBIIKCE,
OrHerpuB 00epHy/CS — U TIOXO0JIOAeNa OT y»kaca. OroHb He TOJILKO OXBaTHII
CTBOJI, OH TIPOPBAJICSI HAPYXKY, U [IePeBO YrpOXKarollje HaKPeHUI0Ch HaJl CKJIOHOM
xonMa. B cnenyroiuii MUr OHO, CJIOBHO >KHMBOE, B3[POTHYJI0O M OOPYIIMIOCH
BHW3, 3aTOPO/IUB TMbIJIAOIIIUMH BETBSIMU BXOJ B Jlarephb.

[IlepbaTasi 0ka3asach OTpe3aHa OT XOJIMa.



I'maBa XXIV

— Illep6atasi! — GpocuB KoTeHKa, 3ao0paa OrHerpuB.

OH BCaymMBasics 10 604 B yillax, HO He CJIbIIaja HUUero, KpoMe >KyTKOTO
peBa U Tpecka IjlaMeHH.

CeiH Korts € TpygoMm MOAHSJICA HA JIAlKU U, TATACH OT HEeBbIHOCHMMOIO
)Kapa, rpuxascs K Horam OrHerpusa. [Ipoa OT cTpaxa U OTyasiHUs, I[I0YTH He
3ameuasi 601 B 000%#0OKeHHBIX 60Kax, OTHerpyB TMOJXBaTH/I KOT€HKA U TIOHeCCs
Ha rpebeHb X0/Ma, K TOMY MeCTy, Tle OoH ocTtaBuil Jlockyta. Crapbiii KOT He
meBenuscs. Cyas o ToOMy, Kak €1ab0 B3AbIManach U OMyCKajgach ero rpyfb,
CTapyK ObLT He B COCTOSIHUM CAaMOCTOSITe/TbHO A00parhecsi A0 peku. OrHerpuB
OIyCTHJ/1 KOTEHKAa Ha 3eMJIIO.

— Wpan 3a MHOM! — Besies1 OH, CMbIKasi yCTajble YeJHOCTU Ha 3arpUBKe
Jlockyta. BpocuB noceiHMY B3IVIsA Ha TNbUIAOLUMN CKI0H, OTHErpyB MOTaIUII
cTapyvka B vauly. KoTeHOK 1uiencs 3a HUM, OHeMeB OT CTpaxa, U TOJIbKO
GecCcMBIC/IEHHO Tapalliil OrpoMHbIe T7ia3eHKA. OrHerpuB MpeKpacHO MOHUMa,
YTO MasbIlll MOXKET He BbIZIepXKaTb TsKeJOro TMyTW, HO He MOor OpOoCHTh
OecCrioMOIIIHOTO CTapyWKa ymupaTh B ofuHouecTBe. He pa3bupasi moporu, oH
cierio Open 1o Jiecy, Cyiefysi MO 3araxy, OCTaB/IeHHOMY TOJBKO UTO YIIEIINM
rieMeHeM. OH TTOUTU HUYero He BUJes BOKDPYT. Ilepes riiasamu Bce ellle CTOSUI
XONM, TaKOW, KakUM OH YBHUJe/] ero W3 Tropsllero Jjareps — OrPOMHBIH,
y>KaCHbIW, OXBaue€HHbIN OTHEM U TOAEPHYTHIU JBIMOM.

Ero fom oxBaueH OrHeMm.

[Ilepbaras u KpuBynsa mporasu 6Ge3 cnema. Tonbko Bo3ne Harpetbix
KamHeit oH HarHan cBoux. OCTaHOBUBIIUCH, OH OepekHO monoxus JIockyTa Ha
kameHb. CoiH KorTsi mobexxan k Matepu. Ta mofxBaTusia ero 3a IIMBOPOT, THEBHO
BCTPSIXHY/Ia, a [OTOM, OTIIYCTWB, IIPUHS/IACh TOPOIUIMBO BbLIMW3bIBATh
TPOMAaxIIyr0 AbIMOM LIepCTh — CHauyaja CepAuTO U pe3Ko, a [IOTOM BCe HeXHee
yu JlackoBee. He rmpexpailias CBoero 3aHATUs, KOpOJieBa IIOCMOTpesia Ha
OrHerpuvBa, U B IVla3ax ee OH yBUZes 0/1aroflapHOCTb, KOTOPYIO OHa He MOrJa
BbICKa3aThb CJI0BaMU.

OH cmyTuiaCa U OTBepHY/CA. TONMBKO Terepb emy MPULLIO B TOJOBY, UYTO
[Iep6aTas morubsa 1U3-3a TOro, UTO OH OCTasCs cracatb cbiHa Korts. OrHerpus
SIPOCTHO TOMOTan rosioBoil. Celiuac He BpeMmsi AyMatb 00 3tom! Celiuac oH
[IOJDKeH Criacarb CBOe IlIeMsl.

OH 00Bes1 11a3aMU TIPUTHXIIUX OT y’Kaca KOTOB, PACCEBIINXCS Ha KaMHSIX.
Hey>xenu oHU AymaroT, YTO TyT UM HUUTO He yrpoxkaeT?! HyXHO vaTy fanblie,



K peke! Oruerpus IpuILypU/ICS, UILja CPeid PACChINIaBIIMXCS 10 PaBHUHE KOTOB
[Tecuanyto Bypro, HO ee HurAe He OblI0 BUAHO. OH XOTe/J OTIPAaBUTLCS Ha
TIOUCKH, HO He CMOT 3aCTaBUTh Cebsi CABUHYTHCS C MeCTa.

BHesanHo nexamwmi Bo3se Hero JIOCKYT 3alleBesusiCsi W MPUNOAHST
rojioBy. PasuHyB poT, OH CTa/l XpUIUIO JIOBUTh BO3AYyX, HO 3alllesiC B [IPUCTYIIe
MYUWTE/NLHOTO Kalluis. [lemesitoiiika, 0CTaBUB KOTOB, TOPOTIMBO Tof0ekana K
CTapyuKy W MPUHSIACh C CWIOM Ha)XUMaThb JjarlaMyd eMy Ha TpPy/Ab, MbITasCh
IIPOUYUCTUTS JIeTKHe.

Kaienb pe3ko npekparusics. JIOCKYT BBITSHY/ICA U KaK-TO CTPAHHO 3aTHX,
ero TsDKesoe fbixaHue pa3oM obopBasnoch. [lemesroilika TOCKIMBO TIOAHSIA
r/1asa.

— OH ymep, — mnpomienTana OHa. VcmyraHHbIM B3[0X MNPOHeCCS Hap
kamHsAMU. He Beps csoum ymaMm, OrHerpuB ycraBwics Ha [lemenroluky.
Hey>xenu OH Tak [I0/ITO TalllW CTapyuKa TOJILKO [iisi TOrO, 4ToOBbI TOT ymep, Ja
ellle Ha TOM caMoM MecTe, OTKyAda CepebOpsiHka OfHaX/bl OTIpPaBMIAaCh Ha
BCTpeuy cO 3Be3gHbIM IuleMeHeM?! OrHerp¥B B CTpaxe IIOCMOTpes] Ha
[Tenesroriky. OH 3Haj, YTO OHA IOAyMasia O TOM e camoMm. [71a3a Kolieuku
TIOTeMHe/IU OT ropsi, YCbl OecroMoIHO Apoxkand. OHa HaKJIOHW/IACh U JIACKOBO
JIM3HYy/la CTapuka B 3aKpbIThle [v1asa. OTHerpUB MCIyrajiacs, 4yTo OHa He
BBIIEP>)KAUT HOBOM 00/, WU XOTe/J UTO-TO CKas3aTb, HO B 3TO BpeMsl K Tesy
TIPUOIM3UINCE CTapelIvHbI, YTOObI OT/AaTh TMOC/Ae[AHUN JONAT CTapoMy [pPYTY.
MavsieHbKas Lje/iMTe/IbHULA OTOLILIa B CTOPOHY M ITOcMoTpesia Ha Oruerpusa.

— $ moTepsia ewje oJHOro KOTa, — YIIaBIIMM I'0JI0OCOM IIpOILeriTasa OHa,
OyzATO He MoOrJia TIOBepUThL B TO, UTO TpPouM30ILI0. — Ho Moe rope He mOMOXeT
IJIeMeHH. ..

— TbI cTasa roBopuThb, Kak Lllepbarasi, — yackoBo cka3an eii OTHerpus.

— Ilepbarass! — B3aporHyna Ilememtomka ¥ CIOBHO OYHy/lachb. — I[e
oHa?!

OrHerpuBy TMOKa3anoch, OyATO 06/0MOK TOpSIlero fiepeBa TMPOH3WI eMy
cepaie. [IpeBo3morasi ce0si, OH Me/[JIeHHO OKayaJsi roji0oBOM.

— $1 He 3Haw, — BblJaBUI OH. — fl MoTepsy1 ee B [AbIMY, KOrja OHa
criacasia KpuBymo. fI xoTen BepHYTbCSA 3a Hel, HO KOTEHOK... — TO0JIOC €ro
copBaJics, OH 0OecroMOIHO B3MVisiHYa Ha [lemenoiliKy U yBUJen B ee T/a3ax
HeBbIHOCHMYIO 0Oomb. UTo Temeps OyzeT c tuiemeHem?! Heykenmu 3Be3fHble
TIpeJKY pelii 006peub UX BCeX Ha CMepTh?!

CeiH Korta rpomMko 3akauuisiiicd. lleresomika TyT jKe BCKOUWIa U
BCTPSIXHY/la TOJIOBOM, CJIOBHO BBLIHBIDHY/IA U3 JiessHOM mnpopy6u. OrHerpus
MOJYa CMOTpeJs, KaK OHa TioZiberaer K KOTE€HKY W TIPUHMMAETCSl OTYasHHO
BbUIM3bIBaTh €My TDYAKY, CTapasch 00/erunTh JbixaHue. Bckope Kailienb CTHX,



nepelisi B XpuIibl, HO Ilemesomika He OCTAaHABIMBA/IaCh, U JbIXaHWe KOTEHKa
TIOCTeTIeHHO Havajio 00Jieryarsbesl.

OrHerpuB ceJl M CTajJ MNPUCIYIIMBATLCS K JIECHBIM 3BYKaM. B JepeBbsix
I1e/IeCTesT JIETKUM BETEpOK, TPUIETEBIIMH CO CTOpPOHBbI Jiareps. OrHerpuB
MIPUOTKPBIT POT, 4YTOObI OT/IMUWTH CBEXHWM 3amax /AbIMa OT BOHU CBOeH
orajieHHOU 1mepcty. Heykerm mokap Bce elrje Oyinyer? BHe3armHO OH TIOHS,
YTO TIPUHIOXMBATLCS BOBCE He 00s3aTe/bHO, [JOCTAaTOYHO IIOCMOTPETh Ha
BEPXYIIKHU JIePeBbEB M YBU/IETh HEDO, TYCTO TOZiepHyTOe ABIMOM. CBEXKUI BeTep
rHam maaMs npsMo K HarperbiM Kamusm. OrHerpuB MpHKaja YIIA U SICHO
YCJIBIIA/ 38 TUXHM I11€JIeCTOM JIMCThEB MPUO/IMKAIOLUICS peB TJIaMeHH.

— Tlokap uget mpsiMo Clofia! — XPUIUIO 3aKpyuvasl OH. B ropsie mepimio
OT /IbIMa, TI03TOMY T0JIOC ero TIpo3ByyYast Tpy0o u pe3ko. — HyKHO uaTH K peke!
Msb1 OyzieM B 6e30IaCHOCTH TOJIBKO TOT/A, KOTZa TiepeiiieM Ha Apyroi Oeper.
Tam oroHb Hac He HacTUrHeT! KOTbI BCKMHY/TU TOJIOBBI, TYCK/IO O1eCTs Ta3aMH
B TeMHOTe. 3apeBO TPHUO/MIKAIOIIEroCsl TIoXKapa y)Ke Hadajao IPOCauHuBaThCs
CKBO3b CTBO/BI JepeBbeB. KiyObl apiMa mobOekanw 1o 3emse K HarpeTbiM
KamHsIM, Ty/l TIO)Kapa YCHIMJICS, IIOJXBaueHHBbIM HapacCTalolUM BeTPOM.
ITepBbIM  omoMHu/ICS  bypbiii. BCkouuMB, OH TIPUHSUICS  HETEPIe/HBO
NepeMUHAaThbCS C Jarnbl Ha janmy. OcTajibHble KOThbI 0eCIIOKOMHO 3aBO3W/IMChH B
KaMHSIX M TOXKE€ Haua/ld MoJHUMAaTbCsA. OTHerpvB 00JIerueHHO B3[I0XHYJI, KOT/a,
HaKoHel], yBUen cpeau HuX Ilecuanyro Bypro. Kolllka MCITyraHHO pacryIimia
CBOM 30/I0OTHCTBIA XBOCT MW TpWKHMaJa VIIA K 3aTbUIKy. KOTbl TypbOOii
TIOHEC/TUCh BHU3 CO CKasbl, W TonbKo CHHsS 3Be3fa ocTajgach CHETh Ha
HEBBICOKOM YCTYTIe, 3alipOKWHY/ TOJIOBY K 3Be3zaM. «Heyemu oHa B3bIBaeT K
3Be3IHOMY TUIEMEHU?» — HeI0BEPUUBO o yMa OTrHerpuB.

— Hazo uaTy, oka oroHb He HACTUT HAc, — PEIIUTebHO CKa3aa OH. —
Croza! — ¥ B3MaxHYJI XBOCTOM, yKa3bIBasi JIOPOTY.

KoTbl BepeHHlell CIyCTW/IMCh C KaMHEH U YCTPEMWIMCh I10 [I0pOre,
BeZIyIIlel K peke. 3a IepeBbsMH yrKe TT0Ka3aIMCh OrHeHHbIe 3apHUILIbl. HacMepTh
TeperyraHHbIi KPOJMK BBICKOUW/I W3-TI0f, jlan OrHerpuBa U TOHECCS BHU3 IT10
yCTyIy ckasbl. Kasanock, OH /lake He 3aMeTH/ KOTOB. IIpojieTeB MUMO HUX,
3BepPeK IOPKHY/ TIOf, I/IbIOy, MHCTMHKTMBHO MIl]a YOeXH’Illa B ee KaMeHHOU
TOJIILe, YBEPEHHBIM B TOM, UTO CKaJa 3alllUTUT ero oT orHsa. Ho OrHerpue 3Hai,
YTO IUIaMsi BOT-BOT OXBAaTHUT 3Ty 4YacCTh jieca, ¥ He MOr 0oOpeub Ha Y>KaCHYHO
CMepTh ellle KOro-TO M3 COTI/IEMEHHHUKOB.

— bBeicTpee! — KpPUKHYZI OH, U KOTBl Opocunuchk Oerom. Kuctouka u
ITonroxBocT cHoBa moaxBaTWIM CHHErNIa3KUHBIX KOTAT, a besbln ¢ J[bIMOM
noHecii MepTBoro Jlockyta. Ero Ge3ku3HeHHOe uepHO-0ejloe Teio HEeIOBKO
TIO/ITIPBITKMBAO Haf, 3emyeld. bypan u UepHoOypka 6ekanu 1o o6emm CTOpoHaM



ot CuHeli 3Be3/bI U TO U /IeJI0 OCTOPOKHO TIOATOHSIT CBOYO TTPeIBOUTE TbHULLY.

OrHerpuB TOMBKO coOpacs morckath Ilecuanyro Bypro, Kak BAPYT yBH e
31aToreliKy, ¢ TPyZIoOM BOJIOUMBIITYIO B TTACTU CBOEr0 eJUHCTBEHHOTO CHIHOUKA.
OH cpa3y yBW/e/l, UTO KOpOJieBa BLIOWBaeTCS W3 CUJ, Belb OHa Oblia yKe
HEeMOJI0/[a, U TIOJPOCIIIMH KOTEHOK 0Ka3aJICs CJIUIIKOM TsDKes it Hee. OrHerpuB
noz0exkan u 3abpan y Hee masbima. C 67aroapHOCTBIO TTIOCMOTPEB Ha HETO,
KOPOJieBa IPHUCOEMHUIACH K OETyIIHM.

[ToBepHYB K peKe, OHU OCTaBWIM TuiaMsi COOKy. [Toaronsist KotoB, OrHerpus
TO U [IeJI0 OIVISIIBIBAJICS Ha TPUO/IMIKAIOIIYIOCS CTeHy OrHs. Peka Oblia yxke
O/113K0, HO ee TIPe/ICTOSI/IO TIEPeTH, a Oosbliiasi yacTb [PO30BBIX KOTOB He ymesia
TuiaBaTb. Ho OroHb He OCTaB/IS/T UM BPeMEHHU Ha IyTellleCTBUe K KaMeHWCTOU
Tpsifie, TI0 KOTOPO# peKy MOXXHO Ob110 mepeliTi BOpoz!

Korza OrHerpuB mepesieTas uepe3 rpaHuIly PeuHoro rieMeHH, IIepCTh ero
TIOTPeCKHBA/ia OT Kapa, a TulaMsi 3a CITMHOW peBejio TPOMYe, UeM UyIOBHINA Ha
I'pemsiiert Tpore. OH TIOHecCCsT Briepesl, yBeKas CBOe TUIeMsl BHH3, Tya, IJie
JIeCHOU ZiepH CMeHsIcst GeperoBoii TasbKoi. KoTel 6eXamu 3a HUM C/ie[joM, efie
)KVBbIE OT HOBOTO y»Kaca — TIPSIMO Tiepei HUMU CTPEMUTEIbHO Hecyia CBOM
BOABl peka. IlogymaB o0 TOM, uTO Oy#eT CTOWUTh 3aCTaBUTb CBOMX
BO/I000SI3HEHHBIX COTJIEMEHHUKOB BOWTH B PeKy, OTHEeIPHUB COBCEM ITajl JYXOM.
Ho muarijeecsi 1o TisiTaM TIaMsi y>Ke TIPOPLIBA/IOCh CKBO3b JIePeBbsI, U BBIOOpA Y
HUX He ObLIO.



I'naBa XXV

OnycTtuB 31aTOLIEMKUHOTO KOTeHKa y HOT bypaHa, OrHerpuB MOBEpPHYJICS K
CBOEMY IlJIeMeHHU.

— 3[ech AOCTAaTOUYHO MENKO W OOJBINYyI0 YacTb IyTH MOXKHO TIEeperTu
BOpoA, — mpokpuyasn oH. — Ho B cepefiHe peku NpoTeKaeT HeOObIIIOH TOTOK,
ero Bam IrpuzeTcsa mneperuibitb. Bel cmoxkete! Brl cgenaete 310! — KoThl B
y)Kace CMOTpeld Ha Hero. — Bbl J0/DKHBI BepUTh MHe! — HaCTOMYMBO
roBTopsis1 OrHerpus.

bypaHn mocMmoTpesn emMy B [Via3a, MOMOJIYaj, MOTOM CIOKOWMHO KWBHYJI
ronioBoii. IlogxBatyB 3/1aTONIEMKMHOTO KOTeHKa, OH BOIIe/J B peKy U Tobpern,
TOKa He OUYTWJ/ICA MO >KUBOT B TeMHOMW Boze. Torma OH MOBEPHYJICS M MOJIUa
B3MaxHYJ/1 XBOCTOM, MpHIJIalliasi OCTa/JIbHbIX C/IeloBaTh 3a COOO.

3HAKOMBIM 3anax 3aiekotan Ho3Apu OrHerprBa, He)KHas TajieBasi 1IepPCTh
MATKO KOCHY/Iach ero 60oka. OH TIOBEPHYJ/ICS U 3aryissHy/I B WCITyTaHHbBIE T71a3a
[Tecuanou bypwu.

— 310 Hebe30racHO? — TMpOIIeNTasa KOIIKa, TKHYB HOCOM B CTOPOHY
OypHO BOJIbI.
— Her, o6emato, — TBepgo oTBeTH/ OTHErpuB, CTapasCh OCTaBaThCS

CTIOKOMHBIM U YBePeHHBbIM, XOTsl OT/aj Obl BCe Ha CBeTe, JIUIb Obl OUYTUTHCS
rofiasibilie OT OXBaueHHOTo orHem Oepera. OH Me/jieHHO KWUBHYJ JpoxKailei
KOIITKe, UTOOBI yCTOKOUTh ee. KTo 61 MOT TIoZiyMaThb, UTO G0Jibiiie BCEro Ha CBeTe
eMy XOTeJIOChb Celuac yTKHYTbCS HOCOM B ee IIepCTKYy U MPOCUJEeTh TakK [0 TeX
T10p, II0Ka He KOHUMTCSA BeChb 3TOT Kolmap!

[lecuanas byps 3afymMuMBO KHBHYy/A, CJIOBHO YC/bIlllajla e€ro MBbIC/IH.
[IpoGexaB MO MeJKOBO/AbIO, OHAa TMpOTpy3wiach B TIyOOKoe TeueHue. Y
OrHerpuBa CJaBwioO IpyAb, KOIja KOILIKa IOTepsia OMNOPY II0f, HOraMu U C
rosoBou ymnuia B BoAy. C OCTaHOBMBILIMMCSI CepALIeM OH CTOSUI M »KJaJsl, Korja
OHa BHOBb BbIHBIDHET Ha ITIOBEPXHOCTh.

HakoHell, ¢blpkas ¥ oTKauuivBasich, [lecuaHasi bypsi mokasanach Haj
BO/I0M. HesloBKO AiBUTast jlaraMu, OHa TMOATUIbLIA K MPOTUBOIIOIOXKHOMY Oepery,
BbIOpasiach Ha CyIIly, OTPSIXHY/ach U, 00epHYBIINCh, KDUKHY/IA OCTaBIIIUMCS:

— IleBenure namamMu — U Bce Oyzner B mopsgke! Y OrHerpuBa faxe
cepAiie pa3bosesnock OT TOpAOCTH 3a Hee. JIt0OysICh U3SII[HOW (DUTYDPKOM, UETKO
BLIPHCOBBIBaBIIIEHCST Ha (OHEe JlepeBbeB TPOTUBOIIOIOXKHOTO Oepera, OH efiBa
C/lep>KUBaJICs, YTOObI He OPOCUTLCS B BOAY U He TIOMUILITh K Hell HaBcTpeuy. Ho
OH JI0/bKeH ObUT Tpoc/eiuTh, UTOObI BCe TyiemMsi 6/1aroroyiyuyHo rnepernpaBUioch



yepe3 peKy, MO3TOMY MPHUXOJUIOCh CTOSITb U CMOTPETb, KaK KOTbI, OJWUH 3a
JPYTHM, TIOTPY>KalOTCsI B TEMHYIO BOJY.

IIbiM ¥ Besbllll MOATAIMINA K BOZIE MEPTBOE TeJNO CTapeHIIMHBI. JIbIM
rocMoTpest Ha JIOCKyTa, TOTOM TiepeBe B3IJIs]| Ha PEKY, U JIUI[0 eT0 UCKa3WI0Ch
OTYasiHWEM, KOIZla OH TIOHSUI, UTO He CMOKET TepeTal[uTh MepTBeria Ha [Ipyroi
beper.

OrHerpuB NPUOIU3UIICS K BOUHY.

— OcTaBb €ro 37ieCh, — TMPOIIENTas OH, XOTs Cep/ille y Hero pa3phiBaioch
TIPY MBICJIA O TOM, UTO CTAapHKa MpHAeTCs OpocuTh Ha Gepery. — Korza oroHs
YTUXHET, Mbl BEDHEMCS 1 TIOXOPOHUM ero. BouH KUBHY/ M BOIIIE/ B BOy BMECTe
¢ BenbioMm, Oestast irybka KOTOPOTO CTajia COBCEM Hepas3/inuuMa B piMy. Korza
TIJIEMSTHHUK TTOIX0W/ K Bozie, OrHerpvB MoJTua TKHYJI €70 HOCOM B O0YOK, JjaBast
TIOHSITb, UTO FOP/IUTCS €T0 CITOKOMHBIM MY>KeCTBOM.

[TosHSB TO/IOBY, OH BCTPETHJICA Tya3aMu ¢ be3yxoM. CTapuk 0eCIOMOII[HO
TonTasicsi Ha Oepery. Ha MpOTHBOIIO/IOXKHOM CTOPOHE PEKH, CTOSI TI0 OpIOXO B
Bojie, Ilecuanass byps momorana KoTaMm BbIOMpaThCsi Ha Oeper. YBU7EB
3aMellaTe/TbCTBO CTApHKa, OHAa 000/IpsIOIle KPUKHY/IA eMy, HO Be3yx momnsTusicst
Ha3aj. OrHerpyvB IMOACKOUYMII K APOJKaIlleMy CTapHKYy, CXBAaTHJI €r0 3a IIKUPKY U
OKYyHY/J B Bofly. be3yx 3aopas W NPHUHSJICS OTYasHHO BLIPHIBATbCs, YBJIEKas 3a
coboii OrnHerpuBa. Ilocsie OrHEHHOTO >kapa peKa OOXKUTaja XOJIOZIOM, HO
OrHerpuB TOJILKO INyO)Ke OKYHy/ICS B BOAy. BOH C Kakod JIErKOCTBIO
TieperuibIBaeT 3Ty peky KpyToOoK, Heyskeyi OH He CMOXKeT?!

BHe3anmHoO CcWibHOe TeueHWe COWIO 00OMX KOTOB C HOT U TIOBJIEKTIO B
CTOPOHY OT TeperpaBbl. OrHETPUB OTUASTHHO 3a0WJI1 JIarlaMu, C y»KacoM IVIsiAis Ha
TO, KaK TIOJIOTMM Oeper IMpOI/IbIBA€T MHMMO, CMEHSISIChb KPYThIM TJIMHUCTHIM
o6peiBOM. Kak oH Ternephb BbIOEpeTCs U3 BO/IBI, /la eIlle CO CTapUKOM B IpUaauy?!
Be3yx y)ke TIpeKpaTW/ OpbIKaTbCA W MEPTBBIM TPy30M [OBUC B IIaCTH
OrHerpuBa. JIUIIb XpUIIJIOe AbIXaHHEe CTapyKa TOBOPHJIO O TOM, UTO OH ellje He
yMep M, BO3MO)KHO, BbDKHUBET T0C/e TieperpaBbl. OrHerpvB morped MpOTHB
TEUeHHs], CTapasiCh JI€P>KaTh r0OJIOBYy CTAPHKa HaJl BOJOM.

M TyT ubsi-TO TecTpas Kolllaubsi TOJIOBKA BBIHBIPHY/JA M3-3a Oepera u
BbixBaTW/Ia be3yxa u3 mactu OrHerpuBa. OH y3Han OlLlesoTKy, I/ialiaTas
PeyHoro mjaeMeHu. BILIeMUBIIKMCE KOTTSIMH B IJIMHUCTBIM Oeper, peuHasi KOIIIKa
JIOBKO BBITSIHY/Ia CTApHKa Ha CYIIy, OTTAIlli/1a TOZa/IbIIe OT BOJbI U BEPHY/IAaCh K
OrnerpuBy. OH MOYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO €r0 Ky/|a-TO TAHYT 3a 3arPUBOK, U BCKOpe
KOCHYJICS JlallaMM CKOJIb3KOro JAHa. OTyassHHO pBaHYBIIMCb, OTHErpuB C
obJierueHreM MOUYyBCTBOBAJI 10/}, HOTaMU TBEP/YIO TIOUBY.

— Oto Bce? — crporo cnpocwia Orjesiotka. He Bepsi cBouM I71a3aM, OH
YCTaBWICS Ha [IVialllaTasi, IIOTOM HEYBEPEeHHO OIVIsie/ics. PeuHble KOTBHI yiKe



OKPY)>KW/IU €ro COIUVIEeMEHHUKOB, [POKallMX Ha MOKpOU ranbke. Cpeiu HUX OH
3ameTus1 U KpyToboka.

— Kaxercs... Kaxercs, ga, — BbigaBui OrHerpuB. TOJILKO Ternepb OH
3ameTi1 CUHIOK 3Be3fly, JieXKalllyr0 I0[ CKJIOHEHHbIMHA BeTKamu WBbI. M3-3a
oOsienuBIIel ee TeJ0 MOKPOW II€DPCTA OHa Ka3ajaCh COBCEeM MajieHbKOU u
JKaJIKOM.

— A BOH TOT? — Olle/I0TKa TKHY/la HOCOM B HENOABM)XHOe uepHo-0esioe
TeJI0, BBITSIHYBILIEeCsl Ha IecuaHoM bepery.

OrnerpuB o6epHysicsi. [1armOpOTHUK Ha TMPOTHMBOMOJOXKHOM Oepery yke
»KapKo TOpeJsi, OChINasiCb UCKpaMu B peKy, Opocasi Mepliaroiijie BCIIOJIOXU Ha
TIpUOpe’KHBIe 1epeBbs.

— OH MepTBbIM, — npoutenTan OrHerpus. He roBopst HU cyioBa, OrjesioTKa
BOII/Ia B BOAY U TIOMJIbLIa. BoT ee 30/0THcTasi 11yOKa, 03apeHHas IjlaMeHeM
ro)kapa, MeyibkHysia Bo37ie Tena Jlockyrta. OuesioTka MOAXBaTWia CTapUKa,
CKO/b3HY/Ia B PEKy U TMOMUibla 00paTHO, OecIIyMHO pacceKasi UepHYI BOAY
CBOVMIMM CUJIbHBIMU TI€peJHAMMU JlarlaMU.

— OrHerpuB! — KpyToOOK TMpWKasacsi TerabiM MOXHaTbiM OOKOM K
TIPOMOKIlIeMY Tey Apyra. — Tbl B riopsiike? OrHerpyB 6eccTpacTHO KUBHYII, He
cBogs a3 ¢ OLlesioTKY, BhITacKuBatolleit Ha Oeper mepTtBoe Tesio JlockyTta. OHa
Gepe>kHO T0JI0XKK/Ia MepTBellia Bo3/e jiart OrHerpuBa U MporibIXTea:

— ITouwum! IToxopoHuM ero 3a jiarepem.

— ThI 30BellIb HAC. .. B jlarepb PeyHoro ryiemeHu?!

— MoeT, Thl TIpe/TIOUMTaelllb BEPHYTbCS B COOCTBEHHBIN? — XOJIO[JHO
riouHTepecoBasack Oruenotka. [ToBepHYBIIMCh CIIMHOU K peKe W IJlaMeHH, OHa
Hauasia KapaOKaThbCsi BBEpPX IO CK/IOHY. ['DO30Bble KOThI C TPYAOM TOHSIUCH Ha
naribl 1 mobpesnu ciefoM. EfiBa »kuBoit oT yctanoctv, OrHerpuB Mojida CMOTpeJt
Ha KpyTtoboka. ToT jierko mojxBaTu/ I7iafikoe OT BOfbl Tesio JIoCcKyTa U, MSTKO
CTymasi 1o rajibke, OTIIPaBUJ/ICS BCJIe[, 38 OCTa/IbHbIMH.

['namarai PeyHOro rjieMeHH npuBesia YepPHBIX OT KOTIOTU U e/]Ba JKUBBIX OT
yCTa/I0CTH TOCTeW K TPOCTHUKOBBIM 3apOC/IsIM Y caMOM Bozbl. Bckope Bniepeu
TOKa3asics MajieHbKHM OCTPOBOK. B nro6oe Bpemsi rojla OCTPOB ObLIT CO BCex
CTOPOH OKDY>KeH BOJIOM, HO B JIETHIOIO CYIlIb K HEMY MOKHO ObLIO 06paThCs,
TIOUTH He 3aMOUMB JIall.

OrHerpvB XOpOILIO 3Ha/ 3TO MecTO. B mepBbiii pa3 oH Obul 37eCh elile
3WMOW, KOr/ja jarepb PeuHoro rjieMeHu OKpy»kau Jib/bl. TOrja KamblIlld FPO3HO
LIeTUHW/IMCh W3 3aMep3llieil BOJbl, Terepb OHU LIMPOKWM KOJIBbLIOM OKpY>Kaau
jarepb, a pacCKUJUCTble WBbI TPaLMO3HO CKJIOHSJIA CBOM TOHKHE BETBU K
recyaHoMy bepery.

OuesioTKa TpoBe/ia UX Ha OCTPOB Y3KOM TPOIMUHKOW CKBO3b KaMbIIU. 37€Ch



TOXKe TIaXJi0 AbIMOM, HO HEXXHBIM TJIeCK BOAbl B KamblilllaX ObUl CU/IBHBIM
OT3BYKOM OyIiieBaBIIIero OTHSI.

B neHTpe ocCTpoBa, TIpO3HO OLeTWUHUBIINCH, CcTOsT Meteop. Korzma
I'po30Bble KOTBI BCTYNIM/IM Ha OCTPOB, IpeABoAuTe/lb PeuHOro IieMeHU
nofio3puTenibHO mocMoTpen Ha Kpyrob6oka, HO OilesioTka OBICTPO BBIIIA
BIIepe/, OCTaHOBU/IACh Tepes MeTeopoM U CcKasasa:

— Onu Gexkanu OT OTHSI.

— PeyHOMy IUleMeHU yrpokaeT OIaCHOCTb? — HeMeJJIeHHO CIIPOCUII
Merteop.

— OroHb He CMOXeT mepeOpaThCs uepe3 peky, — oTBeTwna OllesioTKa. —
TeMm Goree uTO BeTep MepeMeHUIICS.

OrHerpuB 1ipuHioxasics. K 3anmaxamM PeuHbIX KOTOB IIO-TIpEXXKHEMY
TIpUMeLLMBAJICA CUIbHBIM 3arnax rapy, Ho OLesioTKka roBopusa Irpasjy — BeTep
riepemeHusicad. bosee Toro, B HeM UyBCTBOBa/IaCh Kakasg-TO CTPAaHHAs CBEXeCTb,
KOTOPOU y»Ke [JaBHO He 3Hajn JieCc. XOJOAOK TpoOekan M0 MOKPOW IIIepCTKe
OrHerpvBa, U OH CJIOBHO OYHYy/icsi. Pe3ko 00epHYBILKCh, OH TOUCKaJ I/la3aMu
Cuntoro  3Be3ny. CornacHo puTyaly, TIpe[BOJUTe/NbHUIA [JO/DKHA Oblia
nobiarofapuTh MpUIOTHBIIEro WX MeTeopa, HO CuHsis 3Be3/ia aXke He BhIIILIA
BIiepe| U3 Tonmnbl. ['0/10Ba ee yCTano KJIOHUIACh, I71a3a ObUIM TIOMYTIPUKDPBITHIL.

Y OrnerpuBa 0T BOJIHEHUs [jake >KUBOT CBeji0. PeuHble KOTbI HU B KOeM
Cjlyyae He JIO/DKHbI  Jlorafiatbcsi o OecromoifHoct CuHelr  3Be3fpbi!
[IpOTHUCHYBILIMCH CKBO3b TOJIITY, OH BBICTYIIWJ/I BIIepes ¥ OKa3asiCs JIMLIOM K JIULYY
riepes, MeTteopow.

— ITo3Bosib MHe To6aroaputh OLIe/IOTKY U ee MaTpy/ib 3a UX J00poTy, —
CKasaJl OH, HU3KO CKJIOHSS TOJIOBY Ilepe/ npeaBoauTesieM PeyHoro rnjieMeHu. —
OHU OMOIVIX HaM CI1acTUCh OT OTHS.

— OuesioTKa IOCTyNuWIa IpaBUIbHO, — IpomMosiBUI Meteop. — Bce
TrisieMeHa OOsITCST OTHS.

— Hau siarepp coxokeH Ao0t11a. A Hallld 3eM/IM [0 CUX II0p OXBayeHbl
r1aMeHeM, — npogospkan OrHerpus. — HaM Hekyza UATU.

OH oueHb CTapasics TOBOPUTH C JOCTOUHCTBOM, XOTSl U IIOHMMAJ, YTO UM
HHWUYero He OCTAaeTCs, KpOMe KakK YyIoBaTb Ha MW/IOCTb MpeABoauTesst PeuHbIx
KOTOB.

Meteop cys3us Ivia3a ¥ HaZ0J/Ir0 3aJyMaJjiCs, CJIOBHO B3BellKBajl HeCyacTbe
6e3/J0MHBIX TIOTOpeJIblieB U OTBETCTBEHHOCThb Tiepefi COOCTBEHHBLIM T/IeMEHEM.
OruerpuBa Opocwio B >kap. Heyxenu mipegBofuTe/nb PeuHOro rijieMeHU
rojiaraeT, YTo OHU MPECTaB/IAIOT KaKyl-TO OIACHOCTb [/l PeuHbIX KOTOB?
[Tocnie fonroro MoyaHvus MeTteop HaKOHeL| 3arOBOPUIL:

— BbI MOXeTe 0CTaThbCs [0 TeX Mop, I10Ka He WCUe3HeT OMaCHOCTh.



— Crnacub6o! — ¢ 6/1arojlapHOCThIO TTOKIOHUICS OTHEerpuB.

— Ecm BBl He BO3pakaeTe, Mbl MOXOPOHUM Balllero CTapeulIuHy, —
npeaioxkuia Oresorka.

— Bbl ouedb [106pel, HO JloCcKyTa [JO/KHBI TMOXODOHWUTH  €r0
COrIeMeHHUKH, — 0TBeTu/1 OrHerpus. — EC/H y)X HeCcuaCTHOMY He JI0BeJeTCst
YIIOKOUTBLCSI B POJHOM 3eMJie, TO TOBApUILHY TI0 TJIeMeHU /I0JDKHBI, KaK 1mojobaer,
TIPOBOJUTH €ro B IOC/Ie[Hee MyTelleCcTBUe K 3Be3IHbIM [peKaM.

— Xopouo, — KuBHy/na OljesioTKa. — g BeI0 BbIHECTU yMepllero 3a
TipeJiesibl jiarepsi, 4yToObl cTapeuiyHbl ['PO30BOro TIeMeHH MOTJIM CIIOKOWHO
TIPOBeCTH HOUb OfieHus Hafi ero TesioM. — OTrHerpuB ¢ 6/1aroJJapHOCTBIO0 KUBHY!I,
HO [VlallaTtai emje He 3akoHuwna: — 1 mompouy [laukyHa momMoub Balliein
1jeiTeIbHULIe, — TJ1alliaTaii oOBesa 1/1a3aMu MPOMOKILUX U TPS3HBIX KOTOB. —
Cunsiga 3Be3fga CWIBHO T[IOCTpajana? — CIpPOCWIa OHA, IIPUCTa/IbHO
paccMaTpuBasi 6eCrIOMOII[HO CheXUBILYIOCS (DUTYDPKY TIPeJBOJUTE/TbHULIBI.

— OTO BCe u3-3a [bIMa, — TOPOIUIMBO TosicHU1 OrHerpuB. — CuUHAA
3Be3/a NoKK/1asna jarepb OQHOU U3 rociegHux. IIpolly npoleHus, HO g JO/DKeH
OTOMTHM K CBOeMy IuieMeHU. — llogHABIIMCH, OH TOAOLIeN K CUASLIUM
psagpiuKoM besbiiily v be3yxy. — Y Bac XBaTWUT CWI NMOXOPOHUTH JIocKyTa? —
CITIPOCHUJI OH.

— 4 rotoB! — BbI3Basicd bensbil. — Ho He gymato, uto besyx...

— A Hauay CWJIbI IOXOPOHUTHL CBOETO CTAapOro TOBapuILa, — MPOCKPUIIE
Be3yx. ['o/10C ero oxpur oT JjpIMa, C MOKPOU LLIEPCTH BCe ellle CTeKasia BoZa.

— §1 npuitro Bam B momolts [IsiMa.

ObGepHyBIIMCh, OH yBUjen [lenemntoiiky, XpoMarol[ytd B COMPOBOXKIEHUU
6yporo Peunoro kora. 3to 6bu1 [TaukyH, LenuTenb Peuroro ryiemenu. B 3ybax
OH TaIlWI OOMBIITYI0 OXalKy CyXWUX TpaB, U CTOWIO [lemestoiiike 0CTaHOBUTHCS
Bo3sie CHHeI/Ia3Ky U ee KOTAT, KakK LieJIUTe/b TYT Ke OIYCTH/ CBOIO HOLLY Ha
3eMJT0 BO37ie Hee. MaJiblIiiii KaiobHO TUIIaIN, HO OTKa3bIBaUCh €CTh, CKOJIBKO
CuHeryiaska He NpUK/Ia/biBajia UX K KUBOTY.

— Yto ¢ HUMU? — cripocyst OrHerpus.

— Hwuuero crpamnoro! — 3asepuina Ilernesrortika. — I1aukyH rocoseToBasl
JaTb UM HEMHOTO MeJia, UTOObl CMSATYUTH TOPJIBLIIKO. OHU TIOMPaBSITCS, XOTS
ripeObIBaHUE B [IbIMY BP$i/J, JId MOIJIO TIOMTU MaJbilllaM Ha T0/b3y!

Bypsiii [TaukyH Msarko cpocun CuHersnasky:

— He Bo3paxaeliib, eciu s jlaM UM HeMHoro meay? — KoposieBa ObICTPO
3aKvBajsa M C 01arofapHOCTbIO TOCMOTpesa Ha KyCOK MXa, MPOMUTAHHBIM
T'YCThIM 30/I0TUCTBIM MefloM. KoTsiTa TOTSHY/IMCh K MXY, POOKO JIU3HY/IU €ero, a
TIOTOM, BOW/Isi BO BKYC, ’KaZ[HO HAabpOCW/IKCh Ha c/iafikoe JakoMcTBO. CrHeria3ka
T'POMKO 3aypyaria, Jito0ysiCb CBOUMH JIeTbMHU.



OrserpuB noHs1, uto Ileresntolika TpeKpacHO CIIPaB/seTCd CO CBOUMU
00s513aHHOCTSAMM, 1 OTOIIIe/l. YCTPOMBIIMCH B TEHW Ha Kpar OCTPOBA, OH PeIIIHI
npuBecTy cebst B mopsiZiok. OrajieHHas epCTKa OTBPaTUTe/IbHO BOHsL/IA raphblo,
TeJI0 HbUIO OT YCTaJ0CTH, HO OH 3acTaBW celsi Kak ciefyeT BbLM3aThcs. OH
3HaJI, UTO He CMOXKeT YCHYTb, TTI0OKa He M30aBUTCS OT 3ariaxa JbIMa.

3aKOHUMB, OH CHOBa OIVIsifies1 jarepb. PeuHble KOThI y)Ke pa3bpenuch Mo
CBOMM TIelriepaM, a IoropeJibibl 6eCrioMoIIHO COMMUCH B KYyUKH y Kpasi OCTPOBa,
MO/l CTEHOM 1IeeCTSIero Kamsia. To TyT, TO TaM MejbKaJl TEeMHbIA CUTY3T
KpyToboka — oH Gpoaus cpey OLIBIIIMX COTJIEMEHHMKOB Y TUXOHBKO MSyKall,
obozpsisi M ycroKawBasi MX. Ycranas Ilememtorika, 3aKOHUHMB OCMAaTpHBaTh
TOCTPA/IaBIIINX, CBEPHY/IACh KITyOOUKOM BO3jie YTo/bKa. A BOT U [TecuaHasi Byps
cnut psiioMm ¢ cepebpuctbiM [lonroxBoctoM... Cunsisi 3Be3a ToXe yCHY/a, a
neXkalui ¢ Hel psiioM BypaH, 3anpoKWHYB TO/I0BY, 00paTu/l B30p K 3Be3HOMY
niemeHu. OTHETpUB TOXKe TIOCMOTpen B HeOO W, BIIEPBbIE 3a JIONr0e BpeMs,
yBUjes jierkue obsauka, ObICTpO HecyIuecs Ha (hOHe JTYHBI.

[TonoxxuB MoAOOPOIOK Ha Jaribl, OH TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK C/IMTIAFOTCS T/1a3a.
Ho cTonio eMy CMeXUTh BEKH, Kak Iepel, HUM BO3HUKI/IM UCKaXKeHHbIe Y>KaCOM
rna3a lep6atoii. Cep/lie ero GellieHO 3aKOJIOTUIOCh, HO YCTAMOCTh B3sijla CBOE,
Y OH [IPOBAJIWJICS B COH.



I'naBa XXVI

Korga OH OTKpBUT I7la3a, eMy TOKa3ajoch, OyATO OH COBCeM He Crail.
XO0HbIM BeTePOK epOLIN/I LIepPCThb, OT LIePCTH CU/IBHO MaxJio AoXAeM. Bbiio
coBceM CBeT/10, U OrHerpuB CIPOCOHbS CJIerKa OMelluns, YBU/eB He3HAaKOMbIU
rer3axk. [I0ToM OH ycJibIIIan pajioM yek-To pa3roBOp U y3Has APOXKaljui rojaoc
be3syxa.

— $1 maBHO TOBOpMJI, UTO 3Be3/HOe TieMsi OOPYIIUT Ha Hac CBOM THeB! —
CKpUIIesT CTaphlil KOT. — BoT nomtobyiitech — neca 6osibliie HeT, a Mbl OCTaIUCh
6e3 KpbIllK HaZl TOI0BOM!

— A Bce u3-3a Toro, urto CuHsig 3Be3[a HapyluWia TPaJAULIUI0 U TO3HO
Ha3Bajla MMs HOBOTO Iviaiuarasi! — mnopzepykana ['opHocraiika. — HecsbixaHHO!
OrHerpuB BCKOUMUJI, HO He [IBUHYJICS C MeCTa, yIIIU ero IblIajIu.

— Kak BaM He CTBIZHO?! — yC/blllaJl OH BO3MYILEHHBIM T'0OJI0COK
[Menentotiiku. — ['me Baia GarogapHocts?! A Thi-To, Be3yx! Beabr OrHerpus
TalusI Tebst uepe3 BCIO peky!

— OH uyTb MeHs He yTOIW/I! — MpoBOpYa CTapyK.

— To1 6b1 TIOTHO, ecyii 6B OH ocTaBuI Tebst Ha Oepery! — pa3o3nuiach
[Tenesntoiiika. — OrHerpuB criac Bcex Hac! Eciv 6b1 OH He Touysi 3amax AbiMa U
He TIO/IHSL/T TPEBOTY, MbI ObI BCe CrOpesu 3aXKUBO!

— [Hywmato, Jlockyt, Kpusyns u Illep6atasi o/mKHBI ObITE €My 0COOEHHO
GnarogapHbl! — HacMmeluiBo BcTaBuia Yactokon, Uy OrHerpuBa OT 3/10CTU
JlaKe 1IepCTh 3a LleBe/InIach.

— Illepbarasi HempeMeHHO TO6IAroAApUT ero, Korja Mbl ee Haigem! —
TIpOILIMIIesIa Lie/IUTe/IbHULIA.

— Haiinem? — nepecnpocun YacToko/l. — YK He AyMaelllb I Thbl, UTO
oHa moryia cractuck?! A Bo BceM BuHOBaT OrHerpuB! OH He [J0/DKeH ObLI
TI03BOJISITh €l BO3BpaLaThCs B jlarepsb!

[lemesrorika rpo3HO 3apblyana, HO YacTtokon yxe ortouten. OrHerpus
ObICTPO BBICKOUW/I U3 3apocyieid W yBUjeN, KaK TMOJ0CaThii KOT TOPJO
TipoIliecTBOBaj 1o Oepery u ycescss Bosjae TpoCTHMHKU. XpyTiKasi KOIIeuKa C
HeCKpbIBaeMbIM y>KaCOM CMOTpeJjia Ha CBOero HaCTaBHUKA.

OrHerpus y»ke OTKPBL/I POT, HO ero orepeaun Jbim:

— O, Yactokon! Tebe crienyeT BbIKa3bIBaTh 00JIbIlle YBaXKEeHUsI K MaBLIUM
COIJIeMeHHUKaM W CJIeJUThb 3a TeM, UTO TroBopullb! — OH CO4YYBCTBEHHO
TIOCMOTpPe/T Ha ChexXuBIIyrocss TpocTuHKy u gobaBun: — Bce u 6e3 Toro
[IOCTaTOYHO HaCTpajaauce!



OrHerpuB Jja)ke HEMHOTO pactepsiics. OH U TIoAyMaTh He MOT, UTO MOJIOZOH
BOWH OCMEJIUTCS TaK Pe3KO OCYIWTh TOBeZieHHe CBOero ObIBIIEr0 HaCTaBHHKA.
Kazanoch, Yactokon Obul morpsiceH eiije Oosbille. HekoTopoe Bpemsi OH B
He[OyMeHWW CMOTpes Ha [IpiMa, TIOTOM YTPOXKArollje TIPUIIYPUI CBOM J>KeJThIe
r71a3a.

— JIbIM TIpaB, — HETPOMKO CKa3aji OrHerpuB, BBICTYTIAs Briepesl. — MbI He
JIOJDKHBI CTIOPUTB ¥ CCOPUTHCS.

Yactokon, bBe3yx u oOcTaibHble pe3Ko OO0epHYIUCh U CMYIIEHHO
3allIeBe/I/TA XBOCTAMU U yILIaMH, [IOTa/IaBIIMCh, UTO IVIAlIaTai C/IbIIIAI BECh UX
pasroBop.

— OraerpuB! — pa3gancsa rpoMkuii Kpuk Kpyroboka. Cepblii BOWH
ObICcTpO Oexxas uepes TOJISIHY, ero IepcTka 67ecTesa OT BOJBI.

— TbI XoAW/ B IATPy/IMpoBaHue? — cripocu OrHerpuB |, MOBEPHYBIIUCH
CTIMHOM K COTJIEeMEeHHUKaM, 3aCIeli/ HaBCTPeuy JpyTYy.

— W mnooxotusncsi 3aopHo! — 3acmesiicsi Kpytob6ok. — Tbl uTO, He
3aMeTu/I, UTO yKe TojeHb?! OrHerpuB M3yMJIEHHO 3aZipan To/IoBy K HeOy, HO
COJHIIe CHpsITanoch 3a OonbIloi cepoii Tyuel. Heyxenmu morofia HaKOHEI[-TO
repeMeHu/1ach?!

— Tb1, HaBepHOe, miporosiofancs? — crpocun KpyTtobok. — IMouum co
MHOM, — C 3TUMH CJIOBaMH OH TIOZIBEJI /IpyTa K Kyde CBeXKel Auuu, 3a00TIUBO
CJIO’KeHHOM y Kpasi ocTpoBa. — Olje/ioTKa cKa3asa, 4To 3TO BCe [ijIs Bac.

Y OruHerpuBa 3aypyasio B )KUBOTE.

— Cnacubo! — mpobopmoran oH. — Iloiigy mo3oBy Bcex. — KpyTobok
TOBODHT, UTO Mbl MOXKEM CHECTb BCIO BOH Ty Kyuy! — KPHKHYJI OH, rojberast K
CBOUIM KOTaM.

— CraBa 3Be31HOMY TieMeHu! — obpazioBanach 3/1aToleika.

— Mpbl He Hy)KJaemcd B IOJaykKax OT UYKUX IUIeMeH! — OCKaauics
YacToKoJ1.

— B TakoM ciiyuae MOKelllb OTHPaBAATBCA Ha OXOTy! — paso3muiics
OrHerpuB, HCIoAa00bs I/ Ha TOA0CAaTOr0 BOMHA. — TOMBbKO He 3a0yab

CHauajla CHpoCUTh paspelieHuss y Meteopa. Hazerocb, Thl MOMHHUILL, UTO
HaXOJUIIbCS HA ero TeppUTOPUN?

YacToko/m 4TO-TO TIPOLIAW CKBO3b 3yObl U TOTPYCUI K Kyue C efIoM.
Oruerpus nocMmotpest Ha CvHIOO 3Be3/y. EAMHCTBeHHas M3 BCero rjieMeHU OHa
HUKaK He OTpearyvpoBaja Ha coo0llleHue O TUIIIe.

— $1 mpociexxy 3a Tem, uTOObI BCe TIOYUUIU CBOO /10K, — TIOBEJI ylllaMu
bypaH, nokocusmchk Ha CUHIOW 3Be3fy.

— Cmacubo, — kuBHyn1 OrHerpuB. M3 Tosmbl BbIHBIDHY/ KpyToOOK U
TT0JIOXKUJI T1epesi IPYIOM XOPOILIEHbKYH0 MBIIIIKY.



— Bot, — ckazan oH. — MoxKeT, Moellb Bo3je AeTCKoW? $1 ObI XoTesn
M03HAKOMUTh Tebss Koe Cc KeM U3 KOTAT! OrHerpuB IMOAXBAaTH/I MBbIIIKY U
3acrmenya 3a JIpyroM B CTOPOHY TYyCThIX 3apoc/jed Kambima. CTOWIo um
NPUOMM3NUTLCSA, KaK M3 Y3KOTrO Jla3a B CIUVIeTeHWU CTeOsiell BBIKaTWIMCH JIBa
MaleHbKUX CepebpHCThIX KOMOUKA M, PaJIOCTHO MsyKasi, TIOHeC/IMCh HAaBCTPeuy
KpyTo60oKy. OHU ApY>KHO HaOpOCWU/IMCh Ha HEro, M 3/0POBAK C TOTOBHOCTBIO
TIOBA/IW/ICSL Ha CIKMHY, Beceso OTOMBasCh MSTKUMH JarlaMHM, W TI03BOM/I UM
BCKapabkaThCsi cebe Ha KUBOT. OrHerpuB 6e3 Tpyza Jorajjancs, UbU 3TO JeTKHU.

— Kak BbI y3Hamu, uto st uay? — mporibixten KpyToOok.

— A MbI Touyssii! — OTBETWU/I TOT, UTO IOKPYyIHee, U SIPOCTHO BITAJICS
KPOXOTHBIMH 3YOKaMH B T'YCTYHO OTL[OBCKYIO IIEPCTh.

— OtmuHo! — noxBanun ero Kpyto6ok. Korma OrHerpuB MOKOHUHIT CO
cBoei MbIKou, KpyTo6oK cem u cOpocu ¢ cebst KOTST.

— Tlopa BaM TO3HAaKOMHMTBCS C MOWM CTapbiM JPYroM, — CKa3ajl OH
netsM. — Korga-To MBI ¢ HUM BMecTe Tipoxofwiud oOyuenwe. — Korsita

MOBepHY/MCh K OTHEerpuBy U € 6/1aroroBeHHeM yCTaBUIMCh Ha HEro KpyriabIMU
JKeJITbIMU IJIa3eHKaMMU.

— 3Haumt, 310 OrHerpuB? — TIpOINHUIlana AeBouka. KpyToOoK KUBHYyII, a
OrHerpuB pacryibuiCst OT PaZloCTH. BBIXOAUT, CTapbii APYT y>Ke pacckas3al O HemM
CBOUM fieTsam!

— A Hy-Ka Mapill IOMOU, HerogHUKu! — M3 Bxozia B IeTCKYI0 BBICYHY/IACh
recTpasi Koiliaubsi roioBa. — CobupaeTcst AoxX/b!

HeoB0/IbHO HACYNIMBILMCh, KOTSTA MOC/IYIIHO MOTPYCU/IU B MeLlepy.

— Onu npocto uygo! — 3aypuan OrHerpus.

— Eme 6b1! — kuBHyn KpyToOOK, C HEXHOCTBIO IIPOBOXasi KOTSIT
rasaMd. — Ho eciy yecTHO, 3TO BCe 3aciyra MoxoBWHKHA. OHa CMOTPUT 3a
MaJbllllaMH, BOCITUTHIBAET UX, a S TOJILKO HaBelljal, — TOCK/IHUBO TTPoOOpMOTal
OH, U y OrHerpuBa C/I0BHO IJla3a PaCKpPbUIMCh. TOJIBKO Terepb OH TMOHSJI, KAKUM
OJMHOKUM uyBCTBYeT cebsi KpyToOOK B HOBOM TIJIeMeHH.

He roBopst Hu cyioBa, KpyTob60K mozaHsiics v moBes1 OrHerprBa K BbIXOAY U3
narepsi. OHY HalLlIM YKPOMHOE MeCTeUKO B KaMbIlllaX U yCeJIuCh Ha 3eMJI0 M0/
BETBSIMM TIJlaKyuel UBbI, TPerelylel Mo, mopbiBaMy KPETHYIero BeTpa.

Exace ot xonoga, OrHerpuB, He OTPbIBasiCb, CMOTpEeJI CKBO3b HBOBYIO
JIUCTBY Ha JajibHUM jec. B Bo3ayxe uyBCTBOBajioCh TO 0co00e HarpshkeHUe,
KoTopoe Bcerjila ObiBaeT repes rpo3oil. IToxoxke, 3Be3HOe TjieMsi HAKOHEL-TO
PeLIn/Io NOC/IaTh J1eCy AOXK/b.

— I'me Illepbarass? — BcTpeBOXKeHO cripocun KpyTo6ok. Y OrHerprBa
3aHBUIO CepJLie.

— Mbl c Hel BepHY/IHCh B Jjarepb, uToObI pa3bicKaTh KpuBymo u



JIockyTa, — HerpoMkKo Hauasn OH. — f1 roTepsizi ee B IbIMy... A MOTOM... KOrja
OHa y>Ke BBIXO/IW/Ia U3 Jlarepsi, CO CKJIOHa 0OpYILUIOCh ZiepeBo.

OH 3amonuan. Morna nu lep6atas yiiesieTs B Oylinytoiiem rjaaMmeHu? ITO
Ka3a/0Ch HEBepOSITHbIM, HO HaJle)K[a y)Ke 3arerviniachk B rpyau OrHerpusa,
CJIOBHO TIOMMAaHHbBIM roy0b, OTUasHHO TLITAIOIIUNACS PACTIPABUTh KPbI/IbSI.

— $1 Tak noHs1, cerojHs BO BpeMsi aTPy/IMPOBaHKs Thl ee He BUes?

— HeT, — neyanibHO MoKauas rosoBoii KpyTo6ok.

— Tawm Bce e1je roput? — cripocusi OrHerpus.

— Jlymato, na, — kuBHY1 KpyToO6ok. — Ilo KpaiiHeit Mepe, BOBCIO BOHSIET
rapbio.

— Kak Tbl Aymaelnb, OT Jiarepsi 4TO-HUOYOb OCTaNOCh? — CIIPOCH
Oruerpus.

— CKOpO caM yBU/IWIIIb, — B3[0XHY/1 KpyTOOOK. 3ampOKHWHYB T0JIOBY, OH
TIOCMOTpeJ CKBO3b JIMCTBY Ha ObICTPO TeMHerolllee He60. — MOXOBHHKA MpaBa,
JNOXIb-TO U BHpsiMb cobupaetcsii — CHOBHO B TOJTBEP)KEeHUe ero CoB,
OrpOMHas1 Karuisi 3BOHKO IJIENHY/IAaCh PSAJAOM C Apy3bsiMu. — lIpoizer foxab, U
TI0’Kapy KOHelLl.

B Hebe cBepkHy/ia MOJHUS, BajeKke TOC/BIIIANOCH TyxX0e BOpYaHHe
rpoMa. OrHerpuB pafOCTHO 3arpOKWHYJI TOJIOBY. TspKesble Karuivd OIS
3aCTy4yaau TI0 JIUCThSIM JlepeBbeB M JIOMKUM CTeO/isiM MaropoTHUKOB. [locre
[IOJITOU 3aCyXy 3Be3[HOe TIeMsl HAKOHEL-TO PelLlIW/0 HAallOUTh BBICOXIIUU Jiec

JOXKTIEM.



I'naBa XXVII

K mo3gHemy Beuepy jec Obl1 HaroeH OGnarofiaTHeIM AoxaeM. ['po3oBbie
KOTbI, OOBIYHO C cojporaHdeM HabmiofaBie HebGecHyr0 OWTBY rpoMa C
MOJTHUEH, Terepb [PY)XXHO pa/ioBa/iiCh rpo3e. Bce Hajesyvch, 4TO [A0XKIb
ToracuT Tokap. Ml ToUHO — y»Ke K Beuepy B JieCy Maxjio He JbIMOM, @ MOKDbIM
nervioM. 3ariax ObLT OTBpaTUTe/bHbIN, HO OTHErpUB C HaCTaKAEHUeM BJbIXal
ero.

— [HomkHo ObITb, OTOHb yke morac, — cka3an oH Kpytoboky. TecHo
TIPWKaBIIUCh APYT K APYTY, OHU JieXKa/ld B 3apOC/IsiX Kamblilla. — Terepb Mbl
CMOXeM CXO/IUTb U TOCMOTPEThb, UTO OCTaJ0Ch OT jareps U MOXHO U Tyja
BO3Bpall[aThCsl.

— A 3aogHo mnoumieM Kpusymo u Illepbaryto, — kuBHyn KpyToOok,
TIPUCTAIBHO TSl Ha fApyra. OrHerpuB cmyTtuscs. OH ycriesnl OTBBIKHYTh OT
TOTO, UTO APYT BUJUT €r0 HACKBO3b.

— Tloiimy Kk MeTeopy, CIIpOIIly, OTIYCTUT JId OH MeHs1 ¢ TOOOM, — cKa3as
KpyTo60k, 1 OrHerpvB HeBObHO B3/IporHysi. OH y»ke 3a0bl1, UTO OHU C JIPyTOM
Terepb MPUHA/JIEXAT K pa3HbIM TieMeHaM. — 1 CKOpO BepHYCb! — moobelijan
KpyTo0OoK.

OrsHerpuB MoJ/ya TOCMOTpe/l Ha MOKDPYHO TIO/sHY. ['ie-to TaMm, Ha Kparo
OCTpOBa, NexXUT ceituac CuHsis 3Be3fa. OHa Kpemnko MpwKumaetcss K Bypany,
OyATo BUAUT B HEM eAUHCTBEHHYIO TMperpajly, KOTopas OTHAessieT ee
TIOMYTUBILIUNACS Pa3yM OT >KeCTOKOM Cyab0bl, BbITIaBIIIel Ha JI0M0 ee Ti/IeMeHH!.

«MoXKeT, CTOUT CKa3aTh ei, KyJa s Uy ?» — mogyman OrHerpuB, HO TYT e
OTKa3ascsi OT 3TOM MbIC/IU. Heyke/ii OH He MOXKeT XOTb pa3 TOCTYNUTh Ha CBOU
ctpax u puck?! IlycTh corieMeHHUKHM XOTb pa30K CaMH 103aboTSATCS 0 TOM, Kak
CKPBITh OT COCe/Iel y/ipyyaroiilee COCTOSIHUE CBOe MpeBOAUTeTbHULIbI!

— OrHerpuB! — 00epHYBIIMCh, OH YyBHUZET TPUOIMKAIOIETOCS
Benbitia. — Kak Thl [yMaeliib, TioyKap y»>ke peKpaTUsIcs?

— Mg ¢ KpyTo60KOM ceifuac CX0iuM U MIPOBepUM, — OTBeTH/1 OTHerpus.

— ¥x Tb1! — ronyObie a3k besbillia pafiIoCTHO BCIBIXHY/IU. — A MHe C
BaMU MOXXHO?

OrHerpvB mokadas rosioBoil. EMy ObLI0 MPUATHO, UTO Yy»KacHble COOBITUS
TIPOIIJION HOUM He C/IOMWIM G0eBOro Jyxa Opy»KeHOClla, HO OH 0osiicsi faxe
AyMaThb O TOM, YTO >X/eT WX B 3a0poIlleHHOM Jiarepe, U cTapajics ybepeub
MOJIOZIOTO KOTMKa OT CTpAIlIHOTO 3penuilia. A BAPYT TPU OAHOM B3IJsifle Ha
pa3pyIleHHbIN Jlarepb MaJiblill PeIIUT TTIOCKOpee BePHYThCS K JJOMAITHEMY YIOTY



u 6e3omnacHocTr?!

— 1 6yny menath BCe, UTO Thl CKaXKelllb! — ropsiuo moo6errian besbiiir.

— Torga octaBaiics U 1103a00ThCSI O CBOeM ILJieMeHM, — TIpUKa3asl
OrHerpuB. — BypaHy notpeGyeTcst TBOSI IOMOIIIb.

BenbIil HU3KO OIMyCTU/I TOJIOBY, YTOOBI CKPBITH CBOE pa3ouapoBaHUe.

— Cnywarocs, Oruerpus, — MPOMSIMIIUIL OH.

— Ckaxu bypany, Kyzga g noulesn, — Besie1 OrHerpuB. — [lymato, g
BEpPHYCh /10 BOCXO0/a JIyHbl. — XOpOLLIO.

OrHerpvB He/JOBEPUMBO TPOBOAW/ T/1a3aMyd OesI0CHeXHOTO OpY>KeHOCIIa.
XoTh OBl Ha 3TOT pa3 MaJibllll MOCAYIIAJCS W CIIOKOWHO TIoCujen B jarepe!
Bckope BepHysicsi KpyToOoK, HO He OfIiH, a B COMPOBOXAeHUH caMoro MeTeopa.
IIpeasoauTens PeyHoro rjiemeHu 1ogo3pyresibHO ocMoTpes Ha OrHerpusa.

— KpyToboK cKa3ai, 4To XOoueT CXOAWUTh C TOOOM Ha pa3Be/Ky B Jiarepb
I'po3oBoro miemenu. [ToueMy Thl He XOuelllb B3STb C CO0OOW KOTrO-HUOYIbL U3
CBOUX BOWHOB?

— Buepa MbI noTepsiyiv B OTHe [IByX CBOMX TOBapHILeld, — THUXO OTBETHII
OrHerpus, NOAHMMAsACh Ha HOTU. 3aIvIsIHYB B JKeJITbie 171a3a MeTeopa, OH pelini
CKa3aTh eMy BCIO TipaBay: — $1 Obl He XOTes UCKaTh UX B OFMHOUKY.

IToxoxe, peBOAWTe b [IOHS/I, YTO OH XOTeJI 3TUM CKa3aTh.

— Eciu onu norubnu, tebGe rorpebyeTcs Tojjep>xkKa CTaporo jpyra, —
HerpoOMKO CKasaJl OH.

OrnerpuB kuBHY/. CTpalliHble C/i0Ba ObLIM MPOU3HECEHBI, U Cep/le ero
CKaJioCh, Kaxk OT yZJapa.

— B Takom ciyuae s oTmyckaro ¢ To6ou KpyToboxka.

— Cmnacubo, MeTteop, — cK/I0HUI Toi0By OTHErpuB.

KpyTobok mipuBesi ero Kk Oepery peku. [Io Ty CTOpPOHY CTpeMUTE/ILHOTO
TI0OTOKa YepHes o0yr/eHHbIN fec. TaM, rje Korjja-To BBICWINCH CTaphie /1epPeBbs,
JlaBaBIlllie TPUIOT MHOTOYUCIEHHBIM JIECHBIM JKUTEJsSM, TeTepb KIyouscs
YepHbIN /IbIM U FPOMO3IUIUCh KyuU Tieria. JlecHble oOuTarenu, o0KUBIIIMe 3TU
CTBOJIbI, OBLIM TOXKE MEPTBBI, CTOPEB BMECTe CO CBOMMH JjoMaMu... Ha cambix
BEeDXHUX BeTBAX BBICOKHX [lepeBbeB Xpabpo pa3BeBa/MCh UY/AOM YIieJieBIIne
OAVHOKMe 3ejieHble TUCTOYKU. HO MX TOp>KeCTBO BBIMVISZIENO0 >KaJIKUM Ha (oHe
JIIPYTUX TOJbIX U YEPHbIX BeTBeU. [JoXAb, MOCIaHHbIA 3Be3[HBIM IIJIEMEHEM,
TIOTacuI 1oxKap, HO He yCriesl CrlaCcTH BeKOBOM Jiec.

He roBopst Hu csioBa, KpyTo6oK Boilies1 B BOAy U TOTUIBUT Ha APYTou Geper.
OrHerpus 1oc/efoBas ero IpyUMepy, TL[eTHO MbITasACh YrHAThCA 3a LIUPOKUMU
rpeOGkamu ipyra. BeibpaBiimch Ha Geper, /Ipy3bsi B y»Kace 3aCTbUIH, T/IsifisI Ha TO,
YTO OCTAJI0Ch OT UX JIFOOMMOTO Jieca.

— Tonbko U OBLIO Y MeHsI paZloCTH, YTO CMOTPEeTh Ha JieC uepe3 peKy, —



nipoitienitas Kpytobok. — Tereps MHe OyfieT elije Tsokesee. ..

OrHerpuB C »Kas0CTbI0 MOCMOTpesT Ha fpyra. OH Jjaxe U TMpe/iCTaBUTh cebe
He MoOT, Kak cunbHO KpyTo6ok TocKyeT 1o popHoMy nomy. KpyToOoK pe3ko
COpBAJICSl C MeCTa, TTOHeccs1 K rpaHulie [']p030BOro rjiemeHu U JIerkKo repeCcKoumI
yepe3 Hee, JIMIITb Ha MUT 3aZlepKaBIITHNCh, YTOObI OCBE)KUTh TTIOTPAHUUYHYIO METKY.
«/lHTEpecHO, O TpaHMWIlAX KaKOro TJileMeHU OH 3ab0TUTCA?» — HeBOJIbHO
ycMexHyJicsi OTHerpus.

OH BuUJen, uTO, HECMOTPSI Ha Y)KAaCHOe pa3opeHUe, Liapsilee B Jiecy,
KpyToO0OK CYacT/IMB CHOBAa OYYTHUTHLCS Ha pPOJHOU 3eMse. Ha MpoTsDKeHHU BCero
MyTA K Jarepr0 OoH To o0roHsyi OrHerpuBa, TO BAPYT OTCTaBas, TIIATEJIbHO
TIPUHIOXMBAJICS. M BHOBb OpOCasiCsl BAOTOHKY 3a JpyroM. OrHerpyB TOJBKO JAUBY
naBancsi — Heyxenu KpyTo60K MOKeT XOTb UTO-TO Y3HATh Ha 9TOM BDK)KEHHOM
nenenvie? Jlec U3MeHWICS 10 Hey3HaBaeMOCTH. TpaBa U MOJ/IeCOK BbIrOpen
JI0T/Ia, B OMYCTeBIIIeM BO3/lyxe He ObLIO C/BIITHO HU 3ByKa, HU 3araxa /J00bIuu.
Jlaribl  pa3be3kanuchb Ha CKOMb3KOW 3emsie, TpubuUTas [A0XK[AeM 3071a
TipeBpaTU/Iach B €KO MaxHYIyIO T'psi3b, U BCKOpe 11epCTh CIJIONIb MOKPbLIaCh
yepHbIMU OpbI3ramu. Kar goxas 6apabanuiy mo MOKpou crivHe OTrHerpuBa,
3acTaB/isii €ro TiepelepruBatbCsd OT X0jofa. Bhanu moc/bimancs Toioc
OJJMHOKOM MTHI[bI, U Cep/ille I/ialllaTasi C’KajoChb OT TOpPeud IO yYMOJIKHYBIIUM
HaBcer/a.

Haxkonel] oHr BbIOpanvch Ha BepiuHy xosMa. OTcrofa jiarepb ObLT yke
XOPOIIIO0 BU/IEH — JIMIIMBIIMCH 3€/IeHOT0 YKPBITUS [le€PeBbeB, OH 06e33all[UuTHO
pacripoctepcsi BHU3Y. Mokpasi oOyrjieHHasi TO/siHa CBepKajia, KakK IVIaJKuii
kameHb. Tonbko Bbicokass Ckana ocTajsach HeU3MEHHOW, eC/id He CYUTATh
TOKPbIBABILIEX e MOKPOUW KOITOTH.

KpyTo60oK B 6€3MOJIBHOM OTUasiHUM CMOTpes BHU3, a y OrHerpuBa fjaxe
Jarbl 3a/poXkasid OT >KeJlaHusi HeMe/lJIeHHO OpocuThcsi Ha moucku [lepbatoi.
OH moHeccs TI0 CK/IOHY, B3JpIMasi TyuM rpsi3u U nemia. OT JepeBa, C KOTOPOTO
OH Criac 3/1aToIIeNKWHOTO KOTeHKa, 0CTaaach JIMIIb Kyda 00yI/ieHHbIX BETOK, U
oH 0e3 Tpy/ia MepenphIrHy/ uepe3 HUX.

OH moucKan 171a3aMu TartOpOTHUKOBBIM TyHHe/Ib, BeJlyI[Ui Ha TO/SIHY, HO
YBHUZIEJT JIUIIL BOPOX 00ropesbix crebseid. [IpOTHUCHYBIINMCH MeXIy HUMH, OH
BbIeTe/l Ha 3aKOMUYEHHYHO TIOJISIHY, OIVISIZIeNICI U B3[POTHY/, [OYyBCTBOBAaB
HACTOMUMBBLINM TO/MUOK Jpyra. [IpocneauB 3a ero B3r/sizioM, OTHerpuB yBUje/
oOyrneHHoe Teno KpuBynu, Jjexxaijee BO3/ie CaMOTO BXO/la Ha TIOJISTHKY
1enuTe/bHULIbL.  Buanmo, Illepbatas B moc/iegHHW MOMEHT MOIIbITaIaCh
OTTalllUTh OeCUyBCTBEHHYIO KOIIKYy B Oe3ormacHoe mecTo... Bo3MoxHO, OHa
HajiesislaCb, UTO pacKoJoTasi CKaja, CAy)KMBLIAs el TMeljepod, YKpoeT HX OT
6e3)KasI0CTHOTO TI/TaMeHH!.



W3 ollereHeHusi ero BbiBes TUXUi ronioc KpyToboka:

— 1 noxoponto Kpusymto, Ornerpus. Wiy [epbaryro. KpyTo6ok moaHsii
HeTIOAIBI>KHOE TeJIO U TIOTAIIWI ero MpoYb U3 Jlarepsi, K morpebajbHOMY MecCTY.

OrHerpus cMOTpes eMy BCJie[l, CepALie ero okameHesio oT ropeur. OH 3Hal,
YTO JI0JDKEeH UJTH, HO ocsiabeBIive Jiarbl 0TKa3bIBaIMCh TOBUHOBATLCsA. HakoHer]
OH 3acCTaBU/I Cce0Ost MTOBEPHYTHCS U TIOOpesT Bj0/ib 00ropeBiIvx cTebiel, BeayImx
Ha TIOJISIHY 11eJIUTe/IbHULIBI. 3e/IeHOTO TyHHess1 0osbliiie He ObLI0, Kak He ObIIO U
MaropoTHUKOBLIX 3apocsied. Ilemjepa Illepbaroii onuHOKO TemHesa Ha (hoHe
Heba. bbio coBceM THXO, TOMBKO A0XKab OapabaHu/I 10 pacKUCIiel 3emiie.

— Iepbarasi! — xpwurizio mo3Ban OrHerpuB, BbIXO/Isl Ha MOJISIHY.

Ckara, rae »una Illep6aras, nmouepHesia OT KOTIOTH, HO CKBO3b YAYIILTUBYIO
rapb OrHerp¥B OTYeTVIMBO [IOYYBCTBOBa/l 3HAKOMBbIM 3arax CTapou
LieJIUTe/IbHULIBI.

— Illepbarasi? — cHOBa M0O3BaJi OH.

M3 rnyOuHbI CKa/ibl TOC/BINIANCS XpUIUibii cToH. JKuBa! [Ipoka ot
pajocty, OTHETpUB TMPOTUCHYJICSA B TEMHYIO Teljepy. Tam ObIZI0 OueHb TEMHO.
OrHerpuB paHbllle HUKOTZA He ObIBa 371eCh U Ha MIHOBEHUE 3aCThLI, TIPUBbBIKast
K TIO/JIyMpaKy. Y TMOAHOXUS CTeHbl OH 3aMeTW/1 pa3/ioyKeHHble PSJKOM TpaBbl U
Aro/bl — IIOTeMHeBIIWe OT KOMOTH, HO He TPOHYThble OrHeM. 3aTeM OH 3aMeTUI
[iBa TOPSILLMX I71a3a, IVssIMe Ha Hero 13 JajibHero yrjia y3KOu Meliepsl.

— Iepbatas! — 6pocuscs K HenuTenbHulle OrHerpuB. CTapyxa Jiexxarna,
noZiBepHyB Tiof, cebsi narbl. OHa Oblla BCSI TIOKPBITA TPSI3bI0 U KOMOTHIO U
TSDKeJI0 XpuIiesia, He B CWiax roiieBeuThcss. OHa Obula Tak csaba, 4To efBa
Morvia CMOTpeTh Ha OrHerpuBa, a Korzia 3aroBopusia, OH Y>KacHYJ/ICS — TaK TUX U
GecriioTeH OB ee rosoc.

— Orsxerpus... — npoxpuriena [llepbarasi. — Kak st paia, 4To 3TO0 ThI!

— PasBe st Mor 6pocuth Tebsi! — OH NpUKascs I[eKol K ee CBaJIsBLIENCS
1rybe. — MHe Tak asb...

— Tr1 ciac JlockyTta? OrHerpuB TOCK/IMBO IOKayas rOJIOBOM.

— OH (JIMILLKOM HarjioTasacs AbIMa. ..

— W Kpuyss... — mnipoiernitasna [epbaras. — OHa Toxe...

Bexku ee ycTano JpOrHy/av U Hauyaay OonyckKarbCcsi. OTHerpuB UCIyrascs v B
OTUYastHUM KPUKHYIT:

— Ho 3at0 3/1aTouenkrH KOTeHOK XKUB!

— Kotopeiii? — HacToposkunachk [epbarasi.

— Manpunk, — mipobopmoTtan OTHerpuB U TOXOJOAes, YBU/EB, Kak
1LjeiuTeIbHULIA OBICTPO 3aKpbiia 11a3a. Terepb OHa 3Hasa, UTO OH TOXKepPTBOBAJI
ee >KWU3HbI, uTOOBI criacTu cbiHa Kortsa. Heyxkenu 3Be3nHoe TieMsi BCe-TaKu
OTKPBLIO Lie/IuTenbHULle CyAb0y 3Toro koteHka? U cygnba 3Ta Tak y»)acHa, 4To



[I]epbarast kaseeT 0 ero CrlaceHuu?

— Tel1... xpabpeiit BouH, OrHerpuB, — Illepbarasi pe3ko OTKpbLaa I7asa u
CypoOBO TOCMOTpesia Ha Hero. — 1 ropkych ToOoM... laxke Oyap Tl MOUM
CBIHOM, 1 He Mor/ia Obl ropAUThCs Gosbltie! 3Be3HOe TIeMsT 3HaeT, KakK 4acTo st
MeuTasia, YToObl Thl M BITPSIMb ObLT MOMM CbIHOM! — OHa € TPyZOM BbIJJOXHY/IA,
v OrHerpuB IOHAJI, UTO KaXK/J0e CJI0BO, CJIOBHO KOpa, LjaparaeT ee HeCcyaCTHOe
ropjio. — Tbl, a He XBocTooM!

OruerpuB B3zaporHyn. OH oauH 3Han TauHy IllepbaToii — >kecCToKMiA
nipeBoAuTeNb 1yieMeHU TeHell ObUT ee ChIHOM, KOTOPOTO OHa OCTaBWIa Cpasy
10CJIe pOXKJAEeHUs, IOCKOJ/IbKY 3aKOH 3aripeljaeT LieJIUTeIsIM UMeTb IOTOMCTBO.
CrpaiHo Jake mpeCcTaBUTh, Kakue CTPaJlaHus BbINaJM Ha 00 HeCUaCTHOU
1[e/IUTe/TbHULIbI, KOT/Ia ee ChIH CHauajia yOua CBOero poZiHOro OTiia, YToObl CTaTh
TipeBOJUTe/IeM, a TIOTOM W3-3a CBOel KPOBOXKAJHOCTH eflBa He TIOTyOu
cobcTBeHHOE TIIeMs!

— §1 ybuna ero. OtpaBuna. I xorena, yToObl OH ymep, — TpOXpUIIesia
[Iep6aTas u 3ai1ach B MyundTeIbHOM Kallljie.

— Twure, Tume, — 3ammenTtan OrHerpus. — [Tobeperu cusbl!

On 3Has u 06 3ToM. OH Buzen, Kak Ilepbaras gama XBOCTONIOMY SIIOBUTBIX
Arofl, MOCJAe TOro KakK TOT mpucoequHuics K Oanze KorTs, arakoBaBiiei
I'po3oBoe 1ieMs. OrHerpuB CTajl CJIy4yalHbIM CBUJieTe/leM CMepTH XBOCTOJIOMa
Y CJIbIIIAJL, YTO CKasasia eMy MaThb Ha IpOLljaHue.

— [HaBati s mpuHecy Tebe Bofpl! — Tipeaioxkun oH. Illepbaras MeaeHHO
rioKayJasia rojioBOu.
— YiKe TI03/IHO, — TIPOCKpUIIesia oHa. — $1 Xody ycrieTh pacckasaTth Tebe

BCe, TIPEeX/e YeM...

OrnerpuB 3aMep, UyBCTBYs, KaK Cep/Lie ero rpeBpaijaeTcs B KyCOK JibJa.

— Ckaxu, uTo MHe cZiesiaTb? MOXKeT, pactepeTh Tebe rpyab S3bIKOM? —
CIIPOCU/I OH, BCIIOMHUB, KaK MpPOLIOW HOubko Ileresnromika npuBojuia B
YYBCTBO 3JIaTOLLIEWKHMHOIO MaJIbIllia.

— He Tpatk Bpemsi nomycty! — cepauTo 3akanuisiiack Ilepbatas. —
BCe PaBHO yMpYy, HO s He 0Ootock cmeptu. Ilporty Tebsi, Bbiciymiaii meHsi! OH
XOTeJl YMOJSITh ee TOMO/uaTh, mobepeub CU/ibl, YTOOBI TIPOAJIUTHL YXOASIIYHO
JKM3Hb XOTb HAa HECKOJbKO MrHOBEHHW, HO C/MIIKOM YBaXal CTapyro
1[eIUTeTbHULLY, UTOOBI TIPOTUBUTHLCS ee BoJie.

— $1 xorena Obl MMETh TAKOTO ChiHA, KaK Thl, HO 3TO He BO3MOXKHO!
3Be3HOe M/ieMsi 10C/1aa0 MHe XBOCTO/IOMA, UTOObI MpernosiaTh MHE YPOK...

— Tebe He HY)XKHbI HUKaKue ypoku! — tiepe6un ee OraerpuB. — Thl U Tak
Myzpa, Kak cama CuHss 3Be3zal

— $1 ybuna cobcTBeHHOTO ChIHA!



— OH 3acmyxu 31o!

— Ho s 6bi1a ero marepblo, — ejie C/BIIHO TiporienTasa [lepbaras. —
[IycTb Teneps 3Be3gHOe I/IeMs CyAUT MeHs... f roTtosa.

HaknoHus ronoBy, Oruerpus MpUHSJICA JTUXOPAZ0YHO BbUIM3bIBAThH LLIEPCTh
CTapou Lie/IUTebHULIbI, B OTUaSHHOU HaZleXK/le XOTh HeHAaJ0JIr0 3a/lep)KaTh ee Ha
3eMJie CBOeli JitoOO0BBIO.

— Ornerpus, — mipoienectena [llep6artas.

— Jla? — Ha MUT OCTaHOBUJICH OH.

— Cnacubo, uto nipuBes MeHsi B ['po3oBoe miemsi. [lepezaii Cuneit 3Be3e,
yTo 51 6y1arofjapHa e 3a To, YTO OHa Mojlapuia MHe ZIoM... TyT U yMUparh JIerko.
S >kanmer0 /MIL O TOM, UTO He YBUXKY, KakK WCIIOJIHUTCS TBOS CyZb0a,
Tipe/icka3aHHasi 3Be3ZIHbIMU TIpeJiKkaMHu, — T0JI0C ee 00OpBasicsi, OOKa TSDKeso
MOJHSUINCh B MYUYUTE/IbHOM TMOMNbITKe BTSHYTh XOThb HEMHOIO BO3/4yXa B
orajieHHbIe [bIMOM JIerKUe.

— Illepb6arasi! — B3monunacs OrHerpuB. — He ymwupaii! Ee Tsbkesnble
XPUIIbl HaJIpbIBa/Id eMy CepZiLie, HO OH IIOHsJI, UTO y)Ke HUYero He CMOXKeT IS
Hee C/iesaTh.

— He Ooticsi 3Be3qHOr0 myiemeHu! — ropecTHo 3aienTtan oH. — OHU
TOWMYT U TIPOCTSAT Tebst 3a XBocTonoma! Haiiv ripe/iku-BouTe M Harpagst Te0st
3a BepHOCTb CBOMM COTUIEMEHHUKaM U 3a OecripumepHyto oTBary! Bcmomuwy,
CKOJTbKO KOTOB 00si3aHbI Tebe »ku3Hbi0! Eciiu 6b1 He ThI, [Tementorika HAKOra He
BbDKHW/IA ObI Tocjie Toro ciayvasi Ha I'pemsieii Tpore. A Bo BpeMsi 3e/ieHOTO
Kariuisi Thl IHEM ¥ HOUbIO 6OpOJIach 3a XKU3HU HaIlIUX KOTOB. ..

OH roBopuI 1 roBOpu/, XoTs AbixaHue IlepbaToii cTaHOBUIOCH BCe ciiabee
Y BCKOpe coBceM cTtuxiio. LlenuTensHulja Oblia MepTBa.



['maBa XXVIII

OrHerpvB J/1aCKOBO J/IM3HY/J €ee BeKM W HaBcerja 3akpbul ux. [lotom
TIpUyKasICs JIOOM K TIjieuy CTapyXy U 3aMep, UyBCTBYSI, KaK MOCTeTIeHHO OCThIBAaeT
ee Tesio. OH He MOMHWII, CKOJIBKO TIpOJIeXKas, MPUCIYIIUBAasACh K OAUHOKOMY
CTYKYy CBOEro cepzLla B IMOAyTbMe remepbl. Ha Kakol-TO MUT eMy I10Ka3asoCh,
OyZATO BIa)KHBIM BeTep MPUHEC B pacIlie/iiHy 3HAKOMbIM 3arax [lecTposivcToi.
MokeT ObITb, OHa Tipuilia, uTOoObI TIpoBOAUTHL Lllepbaryt0 K 3Be3AHBIM
npegkaM? JTa MbICAb Oblla Tak yTelIWTe/lbHA, UYTO B TOJIOBE €ro BCe
CMellaa0Ch, ¥ OH MPOBAJIAJICS B COH.

— C Hamu eli OyzieT XOpOIlIO, — TpoliesiecTesl eMy B yXO TUXUU IIeroT
[TectpomucToli. OrHerpuB pe3KO BCKMHYJ TOIOBY U ornszencs. Heyxenu oH
BCe-TaKU yCHY/?!

— OrHerpuB? — OK/IMKHY/ ero oT Bxojaa KpyTtobok. OrHerpus c Tpyzaom
TIOLLIeBe/TUJICS U Cell.

— $1 moxoponun KpuByiito, — CKasas cepblii BOMH.

— Illepbatasi ymepna, — mipoiientan OrHerpuB, U CTeHBI Telepbl 3XOM
TIO/IXBAaTU/IM €ro CKOpOHBIH 11eroT. — OHa Obl/ia ellje >KMBa, KOTZA 51 Halllesl ee,
HO BCe PaBHO ymepJia.

— OHa uro-HUOyAbL cKa3zana? OrHerpuB 3axmypuics. Hukomy, nake
fydilieMy JIpyTy OH HUKOTJja He OTKPOeT ropbKyto TaiiHy l]epbaToii!

— Toneko 1O, uTo cuacTiuBa... Cyactiva, yTo CuHsA 3Be3za MO3BONJIA
eil octatbcs B ['po3oBoM TiemMeHu. KpyToOOK OCTOPOXKHO BoIliesl B TIelllepy,
CKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY U JIU3HYJ/I CTApPYIO LIe/IUTE/bHULLY B ILIEKY.

— Korza s mokuzan rijieMs, s ¥ oJyMaTh He MOT, UTO OoJbllie HUKOT/|a He
TIOTOBOPIO C HeW, — rOpeCcTHO MpoienTan oH. — [loxopoHum ee celvac?

— Her! — orpe3an OrnerpuB, 4yBCTBys, 4YTO T[O0JIOBA €ro COBCEM
nposiciuiack. «C Hamu el OyzeT xopoio!» — Tpo3ByYasiyd B rojioBe TUXUE
cioBa [lectponuctoii. — Illepbatasi O6bila He TOJBKO ILieUTeNbHULIENH, HO U
BoMHOM! MBI JIO/DKHBI TIDOBOJIUTh ee HOYHbIM OfieHHeM U TOXOPOHUTh Ha
paccsere.

— Ho Ham Hajo BepHyThCsl B PeuHoe mieMsi U1 COOOIIUTL OCTaTbHBIM O
TOM, UTO 3/]eCh TIPOM30IIL/I0, — Ha MTOMHU KpyTOOOK.

— Torpga HOUBKO 51 BepHYChb W TOCWXY HaJ, HeW [0 paccBeTal — perna
Oruerpus.

B mosiHOM MoiuaHuM Apy3bsi Opesu 00paTHO CKBO3b OMYCTOILIEHHBIN Jiec.
Hoxnab ctan cyiabee, HO KOTla OHU 00panuch 0 yiarepsi PeuHbix KOTOB, Ccepbiii



[leHb y)Ke CMeHWICS CymepKamu. KOTbl IpyIIKaMH JieXaqu y Kpas IOJISHBI,
00/IM3bIBasiCh TIOC/Ie BeuepHel Tpare3bl. ['po30Bbie KOThI COWMMCH B Kydy Ha
apyrom kparo TmonsiHbl. Kak Tonbko KpyTo6ok ¢ OrHerpvBOM BBIILIM Ha
OTKPBITOE TIPOCTPAHCTBO, [lemnesitoliika BCKOUWIa U, MpUXpaMbiBasi, Opocusiack K
HUM.

Cunsiga 3Be3sa TOXe TIIpUBCTajla CO CBOero Mecra M, BIef 3a
LeuTeIbHULIEN, TpUO/IM3nIack K BOMHaM. B 11a3ax ee cBeTW/Iach OTuasiHHast
Hazexzja.

— Bu1 Hanwu Illepbaryio u KpuBymo? — crpocusia oHa. OrHerpus
rnocmotpen Ha [lenmentomiky. CTost 3a CIMHOM CBOEM TpeJBOAWTE/bHUIIbI, OHA
HeTepIie/IMBO 11eBe/Iiiia YILIKaMHy, 0XKUZasi ero CJoB.

— OHu MepTBbI, — cKa3an OrHerpuB, U cep/ilie ero 00/MI0Ch KPOBBIO TPU
BU/le noluaTHyBIeics [lernentomkuy.

MavsieHbKas 1je/iMTe/IbHUL[A HEJIOBKO IIOMATU/IACH, IVla3a ee II0TeMHeJIu.
OrHerpuB x0Tesl OPOCUTHCS K Hel, HO TIyTb eMy nperpazuia CuHsis 3Be3ja. B
T71a3axX Tpe/IBO/IUTE/IbHULIBI He Obl10 60/, OHU ObLIM MPAYHbI U XOJIOAHBI, KaK
nen. Mypaiku mipobexkanu 1o crvHe OrHerpuBa, KOTZla OH YBHUZEN 3TOT
CTPaHHbBIN B3IVIAL.

— IlecTponucrasa ckasana MHe, YTO OTOHb CriaceT IieMs! — Tiporiuresna
Cunsd 3Be3zga. — Ho oH ero yHuuTOX)MU!

— Het! — BockvkHys1 OrHerpuB U 0CeKcs, He Haxozs ciioB. [lenestorika
TOBEpPHY/IaCh M 3aKOBbUI/IA K OCTa/lbHbIM KOTaM. OrHerpvB IOCMOTpesn eu
BCJIe[l, U Ha CepALe ero IoTerviesno, Korja OH yBuzesn, Kak Ilecuanas byps
copBajiaCb CO CBOero MmecTa, Opocunach K MaJIeHbKOW Iie/IuTelbHULIE U
TIprKasach K ee cepomy 00ky. OH c TpyaoMm mepeBen B3misiZi Ha CUHIOKO 3Be3ay
Yl CHOBA B3/IPOTHYJI, HATOJIKHYBILIWCh HAa ee KAMeHHBbIY B3IV,

— T'po30Boe 1IemMsi CerofiHsi >ke BO3BpalllaeTcst oMoi! — pe3Kko o0bsBU/Ia
TpeBOAUTEe/IbHULIA.

— Ho nec coBcem onycten! Jlareps pa3pyiieH! — BoCK/IUKHYT KpyToOoK.

— OTO0 He UMeeT 3HaueHUs1! Mel 31ech uykue. Mbl JO/DKHBI BEDHYTBCS Ha
CBOIO 3emJIt0, — oTpe3asia CrHsaA 3Be3/a.

— Torza s 6yny corpoBokzaTh Bac! — Bbi3Basicss KpyToOoK.

OrHerpuMB IIOCMOTpe/Jl Ha Jpyra W IIpoyejl B ero B30pe CTPACTHYIO
peluMocTb. KpyTo60oK x0oueT BepHYThCs joMmoii! Korja oH TOHST 3TO, B TOJIOBE
y Hero CJI0BHO Bce 03apuioch. KpyToOok Tak HecuacT/iuB B PeuHom rieMeHw,
yTo Jake COOCTBeHHbIe KOTsiTa OOJbllle He B CU/IAX y/ep)KaTb ero 3/ech.
OrHerpus BorpocuTre/nbHO nocMorpesl Ha CuHiowo 3Be3ny. Heykemu oHa He
TIOHSI/Ia, O YeM TIPOCUT ee OBIBIIINI BOUH?

— C d4ero TBHI pewma, 4TO Mbl HY)KJaemMCsl B COINPOBOXIeHUU? —



TI0/103pUTe/ILHO TpuULllypuiack CuHssA 3Be3/a.

— ... {1 mor 6Bl TTIOMOUb BaM BOCCTAHOBUTh pa3pyllieHHbIN Jiarepb, —
3amsiicsi KpyTo6ok. — MoskeT ObITb, s CMOT ObI OCTAaThCsl, XOTh HEHA/[0JITO, —
npubaBU OH W BAPYT OTIIATHY/CS, TIOMMaB ee B3IJIs/, TMOJHbIN OelleHoM
SIPOCTH.

— Ecmu s mpaBUibHO TeOsi TIOHSIIA, Thl XOuelllb BePHYThCsi B ['po3oBoe
TieMsi? — TIpopbluajia npeiBoAuTebHULIA. — Tak 3Hali, s He MO3Bo/0 Tebe
czienarh 310!

OrHerpuB B 6e3MOJIBHOM y’Kace CMOTpeJI Ha Hee.

— OpHaxapl Thl pelIW] TOKWHYTb CBOe IUIeMsl pajud JeTen, —
TpOJ0JKajia OHa. — BOT ¥ )KUBU CO CBOMM pelieHreM!

KpyToOOK OTIIaTHY/ICSl, C/IOBHO ero yaapunu. He Beps cBoWM T/a3am,
OrhHerpvB CMOTpe/ Ha MpeABOAUTEbHULLY, 8 OHA PELIUTeJbHO MOBEpPHY/Iach U
KpPUKHY/a, obpaiiiasch K CBoeMy Hapoay:

— Cobupaiitecs! Mol Bo3BpaiiiaeMcsi iomoii! TIpuBbIKIIIe TOBUHOBATHCS,
KOTbl CTPEMUTE/IbHO BCKOUM/IM CO CBOMX MecT. CuHsAS 3Be3fia NPUHSIACH
HeTepIie/IMBO MPOXaXUBAThCS B0JIb CBOMX BOMHOB, U, IVIs/d Ha Hee, OrHerpus
BIIepBble He UyBCTBOBa/I HUUEro, KpoMe pa3ouyapOoBaHUs U 3/10CTH.

[TpeaBoauTenbHUIlAa 00Besa r71a3aMyd PeuHbIX KOTOB, COOpaBIIUXCS Y Kpast
nosisiibl. Cpeay HUX Obuid M HeBuznMka ¢ KamHeMm, U TipeBOAUTE/bHULIA C
IPYCTBIO 3a/leprkajia B30p Ha CBOMX IOAPOCIIMX KOTATax. EM /i1 He 3HaTh, UTO
3HAUWT Pa3pbIBaTbCs MEXXAY TiJieMeHeM U cOOCTBeHHbIMU JleThMu! B cBoe Bpems
OHa C/iesiazia BLIOOD B T0/Ib3y IJIEMEHU, U 3TO pellleHre TIPUHeC/0 el TaKyro
MYKY, KaKolii OHa He To)Kesiasia Obl U 3/1eliiiiemMy Bpary.

W Tyt OrserpuBa cjioBHO oCceHW10. OH MOHSJ, TI0YeMy ee Tak pasrHeBasia
pobkasi mpockba Kpytoboka. Cunsisi 3Be3fa cepAwiach BOBCe He Ha Ceporo
BOMHaA, a Ha cebs. OHa /10 CHX TIOp He Mor/ia TIPOCTUThL cebe, UTO OTKa3anach OT
coOCTBeHHBIX JleTell, U BCceMU CuaMu ctapaeTcs yoepeub KpyToboka oT Toii xe
ormoku!

['po30BbIe KOTHI HeETeprnesuBO TOMTalUCh Ha Mecte, a CuHAsS 3Be3za
Me/iJieHHO TIpubu3uiack K Meteopy.

Bocronb30BaBmMCh May3oi, OrHerpuB TOBEPHY/ICS U ObICTPO JU3HYI
KpyTo6okKa B rijieuo.

— IloBeps, y Hee eCTb NPUUMHBI TaK TOBOPUTh, — 1IeMHY/1 OH. — Celuac
oHa 0osibHa, HO CKOpPO TMOMpPaBUTCS. MOKeT ObITb, TOI7la ThI CMOXKeIllb
BepHYThCA. [logoKau HeMHOTO.

KpyTo00K C HaJiexX 101 ToCMOTpesT Ha Hero.

— ThI mpaBa Tak Aymaellb?

— [Jla, — otBetun OrHerpuB, 6€3MOMBHO YMOJIsisi 3Be3/IHOE TiIeMsl, UTOObI



ero rpe/iCKa3aHue CObIIOCh.

OH ToporuuBo nipubnu3uics Kk CuHeld 3Be3zie U ycCIies yC/IbliliaTh, KaK OHa
BeXJIMBO Oslarofjlaput rmnpeABoAuTesnss PeuHbIX KOTOB 3a TOCTENPUMMCTBO.
Crosias psgoM OresioTka X0/I04HO CMOTpesia Ha I’ pO30BbIX KOTOB.

— I'po3oBoe mieMs B Aonry mepen ToOol, — CKIoHWIA To/I0oBy CHHSIS
3Be3za.

IIpu 3Tux cimoBax OljesioTKa IpULypU/Iach, ee 3ejeHble [viasa 3aJyMuKuBO
cBepkHy/U. «/HTepecHO, Kakyrw TuiaTy moTpeOyeT PeuHoe muieMsi 3a CBORO
nobporty?» — noayman OrHerpuB. OH C/UIIIKOM X0po1iio 3Has1 O1[e/I0TKY, UTOOBI
XOTh Ha MTHOBEHUe TOBEPUTH B ee HeCKOphICTHE.

Cunsg 3Be3ja BepHy/iaCh K CBOeMy IUIEMEHU U I0OBejia ero mnpoyb U3
narepsi. OrHerpuB TpPUCOEAUHU/ICS K OCTaJbHBIM. B mocieqHui MOMEHT OH
obepHyscst u mocMoTpen Ha KpyToboka. ToT CTosii B TeHU U C TOCKOM MPOBOXKa
T71a3aMU CBOMX OBIBILIMX TOBApUIIIEH.

Korga be3syx cHoBa 3aTpsiccsi y Kpast Bozpl, OrHerpuB jjake BbIpyrascs Ipo
cebsi. YacTtokon u BypaH yske Teperuibid PeKy U >KJaau UX Ha MeJIKOBOZbe Y
TIPOTUBOIIONIOKHOTO Oepera. [lbiM TwibLl psiioM C TpPOCTUMHKOM, MajieHbKas
yueHulla xpabpo TbITasach yJep)kaTb TOJIOBKY Haf Bojou. [lecuanasi Byps
nepxkanack Bosse Ilenemomiku. C Tex mop, Kak OrHerpuB mnpuHeC BeCTb O
rubenu Illep6aToii, pbDKas KOIIKa HU Ha IIar He OTXOJuIa OT MajeHbKOM
LieJIUTe/IbHULIBI.

— bricTpee! — mpukpukHyna CuHss 3Be3za, CepAUTo Kocsach Ha besyxa.
Crapuk 00epHYyJICSs,, TIOTPSICEHHBIN ee Pe3KOCThI0, U OPOCWIICS B TEMHYIO BOZY.
OrnerpuB Bollesn B peky Baief 3a CuHed 3Be3nol U yBUZes, Kak be3syx
oTyasiHHO OapaxraeTcsi Ha rybuHe. OH Hampsircs, TOTOBbIM OpPOCUTBCSA Ha
TIOMOIIIb, HO 3TOTO He ToTpeboBanock. JoaroxBocT u Kucrouka ¢ 06erMx cTOpoH
KUHYJIUCh K CTAPUKY Y IOACTaBU/IN €My CBOU IJIeUH.

Cunsisi 3Be3/ia JIeTKo TUibia K Jpyromy Oepery, oHa Oosbliie He Ka3anach HU
XpYyNKOW, HU OeCroMOIIHOM, C/IOBHO TIOXKap BbDKEr J0T/ia ee c€1aboCTh U
BOCIUIaMeHW1 yracimi Ayx. OrHerpuB IUIbI Ccpa3y 3a Hed. Tyuu Hap
JlepeBbsIMU CTa/Iu TIpo3payHee U Jjierye, B BO3JyXe YYBCTBOBaJIOCh [bIXaHWe
CBEXKero BeTepka, 1 OrHerpuB 3s0K0 MOEXKUJICS, Bblie3asi U3 Bo/bl. BbibpaBImch
Ha MeJIKOBO/be, OH MpoLLlIerasa 1o Boje K Ilernesronike 1 1acKoBO JIU3HYI ee B
rosioBy. [lecyanas byps mozHsiia Ha Hero rpycrtHble iasa. OcranpHOe IUiemMs
3amepJsio Ha Gepery, C y»KacoMm IJisi/isl Ha jiec. [la>ke TIpU3pavHbIi JIyHHbIN CBET He
MOI' CKpDBITb Liapsiero 37ech OIyCTOLUeHWs — JiepeBbsl CTOS/IA TO/ble, a
AyPMaHSIIUM 3arax JMCTBbI U MallOPOTHUKOB CMEHWJICS €JKO BOHBIO TOPeJIoro
JiepeBa U 000XOKeHHOM 3eMJIH.

Ho Cunaa 3Be3ga, Kasajocb, HWYero 3TOro He 3aMevasna. He



OCTaHaB/IMBasiCh, OHa BCKapabkanacb Ha 0OpbIB U Opocunack Kk Harperbim
KamHsiM, oTKyza ObI7Io pykoM mogark 1o Aoma. [liemsi Mosiya mocsiefioBao 3a
HEW.

— He xorena 6wl s croma Bo3Bpaliarbcsi! — mpobopmorana [lecuaHas
Bypsi, a Geryiue c3agu Psbunka ¢ Kucroukoii ofobpuTesibHO 3amsiykanu. Jlec
TIPeBPaTU/ICS B MpauHYI0 MyCTbIHIO. He ObIIO C/BIIITHO HU OJJHOM >KUBOM [JYIIIH,
MCue3/iv BCe 3araxXy U pacTeHUs], OTMeUaBIliie 3HaKOMbIe IyTH U JIOPOXKKH.

OrHerpuB 3abexxas Briepe/; v MOPaBHSIJICS CO CBOMM OPY>KEeHOCIIEM.

— $ xoren mobGnarogapuTh TeOS 3a TO, UTO Thl MOC/IYIIAJCA MEHS U
oCTasicsi B jlarepe PeuHbIX KOTOB, — TUXO CKa3as OH.

— IlycTtaku! — ormaxHyscs besnbirir.

— Kak uyBCTBYIOT ce0si CTapeMIliHbI?

— KaskeTcsi, OHM TTIOHEMHOT'Y HauWHAIOT CBBIKAThCsl CO cMepThio JIockyTa 1
KpuBynu, — TOHU3WI TOMOC Opy)KeHocell. — Korga Thl yinen, si cymen
pa3mo0bITh /711 HUX HEMHOTO CBe)KaTMHKU. ['ope ropem, a CUJIbI TOA/[eP>KHUBaTh
Heo0xoaumo!

— Tbt momoger;! — moxBamua OrHerpuB, TNPUATHO YAWBAEHHbIN
HEeOXKU/IaHHOW MYJPOCThIO benbiia.

[Tepen HUMU Jie)kana Z0JIMHA, UYepHasl, CJIOBHO OTKpbITasi paHa. [lecuaHas
Bypsi ocTaHoBuiach Ha rpebHe M MCIyraHHO TOCMOTpesia BHU3. OrHerpuBy
T0Ka3as0Ch, UTO OHAa JPOXKUT. Ero To)ke cerka 3HOOW/IO, XOTs IIEPCThb YiKe
ycriesia BbICOXHYTh TIOC/Ie TlaBaHusA. VcmyraHHO TiepelienTbiBasich, ['po30BbIe
KOTBI Me/IJIEeHHO Hauajiu CITyCKaTbCsi BHU3 BCJIE]] 3@ CBOEH Mpe/IBOAUTeTbHULIEH.

CrpyaMBIIMCh Ha TIOJ/isiHE, KOTbI B 0€3MOJIBHOM Yyrkace CMOTpeu Ha
TPSI3HBIN MYCThIPh, B KOTOPBIM MPEBPATUICS UX POJHOU ZIOM.

— Tlokaxku mHe Teno Illepbaroii! — Hapymmn TUILIMHY Pe3KU ToioC
Cuneii 3Be3ipl. Y OrHerpuBa IIepCTh MOAHsIACh AbiooM. T'ostoc CunHelt 3Be3abl
ObUT COBepIlleHHO Hey3HaBaeM. Ha MUT eMy T0OKa3anoch, OyATO OH BUAUT Tiepef
coboit He3HAKOMYIO KOINIKY. B Heili Gosblile He ObIZIO HUUEro OT OeCTOMOIIHOM
TeHU MpeXXHel TMpeiBOAUTeTbHULIbI, KOTOPYIO OH MPUBLIK Oepeub U 3allUIIaTh.
Ho 370 Oblsia U He TIpeXkHsis, MyJpasi U BennuecTBeHHasi CUHsIS 3Be3/ia, KOTopasi
KOT/]a-TO MpHBeJia ero B ieMsi U CTasia NepBOi HacTaBHULIEH.

OH moc/yiHoO BUHY/CS B cTOpoHY neiiepsl [epbatoii, u Cunsisi 3Be3za
nocsiefioBasa 3a HUM. OO6epHyBIIMCh Ha3aj, OrHerpuB yBupen I[lenestolky,
XPOMAMIIYI0 UyTh 1103a/]1 MPeIBOAUTETbHULIBI.

— OmHa B neijepe, — cka3an OrHerpvB, OCTaHaBIMBAsICh Tepe]] BXOZOM.
Cunsis 3Be3ja Mojua IMPOTHMCHY/IACh B TEMHYHO paciienuHy, a [lemestorika
yceJsiach Ha 3eMJII0 Tepeji CKaiomn.

— TbI He IO I K HEel? — TUX0 crpocua OrHerpus.



— 51 omtauy ee mo3ke, — 0TO3Bajach LenuresnsHula. — Celyac Hazlo
noayMate 0 CuHel 3Be3ge. IloTpsceHHbIM ee criokoucTBUeM, OrHerpus
NbIT/IMBO TIocMoTpen1 Ha [lenemomiky. I'ony6bie ra3a ee cyxo Osecrtend, HO
B3IVIsJ, UX ObLI TIO-TIPE)KHEMY CIIOKOEH U MSTOK. BOCXUIleHHbIN ee MY»XeCTBOM,
Orxerpus J1aCKOBO KUBHYJI LieJIUTe/IbHULIE.

Oytepa3auparoiiuii Borib pasfancs u3 neiepbl Llepbatoii. Cunss
3Be3ja, LIaTasCh, BbIBA/JIWIaCh M3 Teljepbl M 3aBblla, Kak Jjucuia. Pe3ko
TIOBEPHYB r'0/I0BY, OHa 00BeJia 1/1a3aMu NOUepHEeBIIINe /1ePeBbs.

— Kak 3Be3gHoe miemMsi MOIJIO JOMYCTUTH 3TO?! — KpUKHyJIa OHA. —
Heyxxenu y HuX coBceM HeT >xanoctu?! Hukorga Oosbliie s He TIOWy K
Marepunckomy Wctoky! C ceropHsiiHero AHSI MOW CHbI OCTaHYTCS IpUA MHe!
3Be3/HbIe Mpeiku 00bSIBU/IA BOWHY MOeMY TIJIeMeHH, U 1 HUKOT/Ia He TIPOLy UM
sToro!

3amepeB OT cTpaxa, OrHerpvB CMOTpe/s Ha CBOK [peJBOAWUTE/IbHULLY.
Kpaem rnasa oH 3amerwa, uTo Ileresromika IOCIIELIHO HBIPDHY/a B TeLepy
[IlepbaToii, u pemwmna ObLJIO, UTO OHA TMOILIA TIOMPOIIATECS CO CBOEM
HaCTaBHUIIEW, HO Kollleuka OBbICTPO BbiZe37a Hapyxy, Tojbexana kK CuHel
3Be3/e 1 UTO-TO Opocusia el Moz Jarbl.

— Cwrelb 3T0! — MpuKasasa oHa. — OTO MOMOXeT Tebe CMpaBUTLCS C
0oJ1b1O.

— OHa paHena? — ucrnyrasncs OrHerpus.

— MoO)KHO ¥ TaK CKa3arb, — I0BepHyJach K Hemy Ilenestoika. — Tobko
ee paHbl He BUJHBI... MakoBOe CeMsi YCIIOKOUT ee U JIaCT OT[bIX OOJbHOMY
pasymy. — OHa noBepHynack K CuHel 3Be3lle W HAaCTOMYMBO IIeNHy/la: —
Crerib, niporty Tebsi. CuHsIs 3Be37ja OMyCTH/a TOMOBY U MOCIYIITHO CIU3HY/A C
3eMJIA KPOLLIeYHble YepHbIe CeMeHa.

— Ilongem, — nackoBo ckasasa Ilernenromka v rosesia rpeiBOAUTE/ILHULLY
TIpOYb OT Mellephl.

OrHerpvB Mojua CMOTpeq UM Bciel, JitoOysiCh CIOKOWHOW MYy/IPOCTBIO
[Menenmtoiku.  [llepbatasi Morna Obl  TOpAUTBCS — CBOel  yueHulleid!
[TpOTHCHYBILMCE B Tellepy, OH IOAOLLIe K MepTBOW Lie/IMTeIbHULe, YXBaTU/ 3a
LIMBOPOT €€ Helo/BWKHOe, Mporaxiiee JbIMOM TeJI0, ¥ MOoTallu/I K Beixogy. OH
BbIHEC TeJi0 Ha MOJissHY U OepeXkHO TIpUBeJl ero B TIOPSIZIOK, UTOObI /lake B
cvmeptu Lllepb6arasi mokousack C TeM >Ke OCTOMHCTBOM, KOTOpOe OT/IMYasio ee
IpU  JKA3HU. 3aKOHUYMB, OH HAaK/JOHW/ICA W JIaCKOBO JIM3HY/J CTapyro
L{e/TUTe/TbHULLY.

— CerogHsi Tl B mociaefHuid pa3 Oygellb crmaTth MOf 3Be3jaMu, —
TIPOIIIeNTaa OH U ycescsi, uToObl 60APCTBOBATh BCIO HOUbL BO3J/le ee Te/a, Kak U
oberriar.



Kora mouTty rosiHasi TyHa Hauasia MeJ[JIeHHO TasiTh Ha CBeT/ierolleM Hebe 1
po30Basi 3aps TMOJHSACh HaZ, OOyI/ieHHbIMUA BepXYIIKaMHU [lePeBbEB, K HEMY
npucoesuvHunach Ilernemonika. OrHerpuB MNOAHSUICA, TOTAHY/ 3aHeMeBLIve
J1aTIbl U OIVISIZIesT BBITOPEeBIIYIO TOJISHY.

— He roproli mo cropesuemy Jjecy, — HeIPOMKO CKas3ajga eMy
[Menentotiika. — OH OueHb OBICTPO OMPABUTCS TOC/E TOXKapa U CTaHeT elle
ryiie v 3ejieHee. CrioMaHHasi KOCTb, CPOCILIMUCH, CTAHOBUTCSA TOJILKO Kperye. Tak
U J1ec.

OrHerpuB Obl1 paji TIOBepUTh el Ha coBO. [Ipu3HaTe/NIbHO KUBHYB, OH
To11Ie/1 IOCMOTPeTh, UYTO Je/1at0T OCTaJIbHbIe.

Bo3ne neweps! CrHel 3Be3/ bl cuzena crporas Krcrouka.

— Ilenemrolika Besiesia OXpaHAThH IPeABOAUTE/NBLHULYY, — TIOSCHUI
BbIlIeAIMi U3 TeHu bypaH. Ero GenocHexxHas 1yba Oblia TOKpbITa TPSI3bI0 U
KOITOTBIO, I/1a3a MOKpacHe/y OT AbiMa U yCTanocTu. — OHa ckasasa, uto CuHsas
3Be3a 3a0071e/1a ¥ HY)KZIaeTcsl B IOCTOSTHHOM HaZi30pe.

— flcHo, — xuBHyn OrHerpus. — A re ocTasibHble?

— CriAT, ec/v, KOHEYHO, HallIA CyX0e MeCTeuKo, YTOObI Mpuieyb.

— Hapgo Obl BbICTAaTh pacCBeTHBINM TATpPy/lb, — Pa3MBIIUIT BCIYX
OruerpuB. — $1 6010Ch, Kak 661 KOroTh He MombITascs BOCTIOMb30BATLCS HaIllel
Oemoii.

— Koro gymaenis rociars? — cripocui bypas.

— YacTokos cuiibHee U OTbITHee BCeX, HO OH MOHAZIoOUTCs 3/1eCh, UTOObI

IMOMOraTb BOCCTAdHABJ/IMBATL JildI'€pb, — IIPOTAHYIJI OFHEFPI/IB, IIpeKpdCHO
IMOHMMads, UTO 3TO JIMIIb ITOJIOBXHA ITPABALI. Ha camom Aejie OH IIPOCTO He XOTeja
CITYyCKdTb IVId3 C I10JIOCATOI'0 BOMHA. — 51 OBl XOoTeJI, yTOOBI ThI TOXE OCTaJICH,

eC/i, KOHEeUHO, He Bo3pakaelllb, — /106aBu oH, U bypaH Monda KuBHyn. — S
IIpUMY pellleHre UyTh [103)Ke, I10C/Ie TOrO Kak MOr0BOPIO C IJIeMeHeM.

OpHuM MpPBDKKOM OH B3JleTe/l Ha IVaAKYyH BepluvHy Bricokor Ckasnbl U
BO33Bajl K IUIeMeHU. JIambl cs1lerka CKOJIb3WU/IM II0 MOKPOW 30sie. KOTbl COHHO
BBICYHY/IUCb W3 CBOUX IIaJlaTOK W YAWB/IEHHO 3allleBe/IIM YIIaMH, YBH/EB
OrHerpvBa Ha TOM MecCTe, OTKyla K HHUM OOBIYHO oOpalijasach TOJBKO

TpeBOAUTEe/IbHULIA.

— Cunss 3Be3na 6osbHa, — 00bsiBUA OTHerpuB, Korja Bce cOOpauch
BOKpYyT CKaJibl.

— Ho Buepa oHa BbIIVIsiZIe/1a COBCEM 3/J0POBOM! — [1ep3KO BBIKPDUKHYJ U3
TO/IBI HacTOKOI.

— OHa coBceMm obeccuieHa, — oTBeTw1 emy OrHerpuB. — [lenestolika

AdJjid el MaKOBbIX CceMsH, yTOOBLI OHA CMOIJIa OTAOXHYTb MU BOCCTAHOBUTL CBOH
CHWJ/ibl, — CKd3da/1 OH, He o6pama${ BHMMAdHHUA Had BOHpOCHTeHbeIﬁ HIer1oT,



nipobOeskaBIuii 10 Tosme. — IIpexkzie BCero, Mbl /JO/KHbI BOCCTAHOBUThH CBOM
narepb. fl 3Haw, UTO Ccerlyac BCe Bbl IVIIAUT Y)KACHO, HO Ce30H 3eJleHbIX
[epeBbeB B camoMm pasrape. Jlec CKOpo OmpaBUTCA MOC/Ie 10yKapa U CTaHeT ellje
ryimie v 3emeHee, — OrsHerp¥B ¥ caM He 3aMeTH/, KaK [OBTOPWI CJIOBA
[leresTroIIK Y.

— Ho uem MbI 6yziem nuTathcsi? — KpuKHY/Ia UepHoOypka. — Jlec coBcem
orycTeJi, BCs 100bda nmorubia B orHe uiu pa3bekanacb. — OHa B3BOJHOBAHHO
MoCMOTpesia Ha Yronbka U TpocTuHKy. BusHo ObUIO, UTO MaTh He TepecTaeT
cuuTaTh WX OECTOMOIIHBIMU J/IeTbMHU [Ja)ke TI0C/ie TOTO, KaKk OHU HaBcerza
TIOKUHYJIUA [1eTCKYIO.

— [uub BepHeTcs, — ycnokow1 ee OrsHerpus. — bygeM OXOTUTBCH, Kak
paHblile, eC/Ii HY>KHO, 3abepeMcsi MofiasiblIie.

Cobpagiivecs y/j0B/IeTBOPEHHO 3ailiymesiv, u OrHerpuB Mo4yBCTBOBAJI, Kak
K HEMY BO3BpalljaeTCsl yBepeHHOCTb.

— [Homroxsoct, Kucrouka, llapanka u [IpiM! — BBIK/IMKHY/I OH. — BBl
3acTyraeTe B PacCBeTHbIM MaTpy/b, — YETBEPO KOTOB MOCMOTpEIM Ha Hero u
MOJT4a 3aKKBaiu. — BbICTposamn, Tl cMeHullb KUCTOUKY U MpOC/ieauiiib, YTOObI
Cunioro 3Be3y HUKTO He Oecriokowld. OcTajibHble MyCTh TMPUCTYIAIOT K
BOCCTaHOBJIEHUIO Jlarepsi. HauHuTe YMHUTSE ITellepbl ¥ BO3BOJUTH HOBYIO CTEHY.
Bypan opraHusyeT HeOosiblliie OTpsibl 751 cOopa HeoOXOAWMBIX CpeJCTB.
YacTokos, Tl Oyzierib Hab/MrOAATH 32 BOCCTAHOB/IEHUEM CTeHBI.

— Kakum xe obpazom? — comypwicsd Yactokosn. — Bce manopoTHUKH
cropesu!

— Haiiau, yem ux MOXXHO 3aMeHUTh! — oTpe3an Ornerpus. — Ho cmoTpy,
yTobObI OBLI0 MPOUHO. MBI He A0/KHBI 3a0biBaTh 00 yrpo3e HamazeHust Korts.
Hy)XHO TIOCTOSISHHO ObITh Haueky. Bce KOTATa OCTalOTCS B jarepe. YUeHUKU
MOTYT BBIXOAUTH B JIeC TOMBKO B COMPOBOXK/€HWM KOro-HUOYAb M3 BOWHOB. —
OrHerpuB 00BeJ1 B30pOM MPUTUXIIINX KOTOB. — Bce coracHbI?

— CormnacHel! — rpoMKO KpHKHy/la bejiocHexka, B3MaxHYB I'DSI3HBIM
GebIM XBOCTOM.

— Bot u otmmuHo, — kuBHYy/N OrHerpuB. — Torjga — 3a pabory! KoTbl
Haua/M pa3bpenaTbCcsi U BCKOpe OKpYywid BypaHa ¢ YacTokonom, oxufasi Ux
pacIiopsyKeHUH.

Ornerpus cripeirHy/1 ¢ Boicokon Ckanbl ¥ niogomen K ITecuanoit bype.

— Hy»kHo opranu3oBatb noxopoHsl []epbaToti.

— IloyeMy TbI HU (JIOBa He CKasajl 0 ee cMepTu? — cripocuia [lecuanas
Bbyps, 03aaueHHO Vi1 HA Hero CBOMMU KPYIJVIbIMU 3e/IeHbIMY IV1a3aMu.

— W o Kpusyne toxe! — mogxsarun nogowemuii benpiu. B ero ronoce
SIBHO CJ/IBILLIAJICA yTIPEK.



— Bce nisiemst 3HaeT 00 ux rubenu! — HeyBepeHHO OTBeTU1 OrHErpuB. —
A CKasaTh O HUX IOC/eHee CJIOBO [OJDKHA IpefBoauTensHunia. OHa chesaet
9TO, KOTZa IorpaBuUTcs!

— A ecnu He nioripaBUTcs? — OypkHysna [lecuanas bypsi.

— IMonpaBurcsi! — B3opBasicsi OTHerpyB U BbIpyTascs Npo cebsi, yBUJEB,
Kak B37iporHyna [Tecuanast Byps. 3a uto oH ee ob6uzen? OHa BCero JMIib CKasasa
BCJIYX TO, UTO TPeBOXKUT BCe ['po3oBoe mieMs! OH pa3o3/1uicsad TOBKO MTOTOMY,
yto ObUT 0 CMepTU HaryraH coctositHueM CuHeit 3Be3nbl. Ecv oHa U BIIPSIMb
HaBCerJia OTBepHY/Iach OT 3Be3/HOTO TjieMeHH, To ayiu Kpusynu u [epbatoii
HUKOI/Ia He yCJIbIIIAaT HallyTCTBHS, KOTOPbIM IPOBOXKAKT YMEepILUUX K 3Be3IHbIM
rpejKam.

OT ero ObLIOM YBePEHHOCTH He 0CTanoch U ciefa. UTo ecnm yiec He ycreeT
ONPAaBUTBLCA [0 HACTyIuleHUs1 ce3oHa lonbix [lepeBbeB? UTO eciu OHU He
CyMeloT TIIpOKOpPMUTBHCA? A ecii Korore Hamager Ha Jiarepp? Kakue erje
VICIIbITAaHVS TOTOBUT UM 3Be3[HOe 1iemMs?

— $1 He 3Hato, uro Oy/ieT, ec/ii OHAa He TOIPABUTCS, — eJie CJIbIIIHO
nipowenTas oH. ['na3a [lecuanoy Bypu meTHy/M MOTHUM.

— Ho Tb1 06s13aH 3HaTh! CuHsAg 3Be3za BhiOpaia Tebsi CBOMM I/iaiiaTtaem!
OHa Hajiesinach, 4To ThI Oyzellb 3HaTh, UTO fienatb! OT ee C/IOB OH B3APOTHY,
CJIOBHO €ro yapwuiu.

— Yb6epu korty, [lecuanast Bypsi! — yrpoxaroiiie 3aiurnen oH. — Pa3Be
Thl He BU/IMILIb, UTO S U TaK fiejiato Bce, uyTo Mory?! BMecTo TOro utoObl CTOSITh
TYT ¥ yIpeKaTb MeHsi, Tollia Obl Jiydllie U Moc/ana Opy>KeHOCIeB TTOXOPOHUTh
[Ilepbaryto! — OH cepauTo MOKOCWUICS Ha benbima. — U Th TOXe
otrnpassstics! ITocTapaiicst XOTb pa3oK He OCJIOKHSITb MHE JKH3Hb!

[ToBepHYBILIKCH CTIMHOM K OlllapallieHHbIM KOTaM, OH OBICTPO TIOLIe/T TPOYb.
OH 3Hasn, uTo Bes ce0si HEMpOCTUTENBbHO Ipybo, HO 3aueM OHU 3aZAI0T €My
BOTIPOC, Ha KOTOPbIA OH OOMTCS U He MoXeT OTBeTUTH?! OH He XQueT [Aaxke
nymath 00 aToM! «Uto OyzeT, ecyiv CuHsis 3Be3/la HUKOT/Ia He TOTIPaBUTCSI ?»



I'maBa XXIX

[Tporiio HeckobKo AHel. He6o mo-npexkHeMy ObLIO 3aTSHYTO TyuaMH, HO
Jlake TIPO/IMBHOM AOXKAb ObIT He B CH/aX MOMeIaTb BOCCTAHOB/IEHUIO jiareps.
YectHo roBopsi, OrHerpuB ObII AaXke paj JoxAr0. [IycTh TTOCKOpee CMOeT reret
C 3éMJIM U TIOMOJKeT JieCy OIpaBUThCS OT Ioykapa!

Ho ceropHsi Tyuu CrpyAM/IMCh Y CaMOTO TOpH30HTa, He60 paCUMCTUIIOCH, U
C BBILIWHBI SIPKO 3acusiyio cosnHue. «Toro u misigu, K cerofgusiiHemy CoBeTy
COBCeM MpOosSICHUTCA!» — yHbUIO nogyMan OrHerpvB. BriepBbie B XU3HU eMy
XOTeJI0Ch, YTOOBI Tyur CKpbUTA TYHY U COBET He COCTOSI/ICS.

CocrossHue CrHel 3Be3/bl MO-MPEXXHEMY OCTaB/IS/IO KeaTh ayuinero. OHa
TIOUTH He TOoKa3bIBaliaCh U3 CBOEM Iellepbl, U BypaHy cTouno 6o/bIlioro Tpyza
3aCTaBUTh ee  M3pelKa  BbUIe3aTh, UTOOBI  TIOCMOTpPeTh Ha  XO[
BOCCTAHOBUTEeNBHBIX  pabor.  IlpeaBoguTtenbHUIla  Ge3yyacTHO — KMBasa
paboTaroluM KoTaM U Tijiesiacb o0patHo. OrHerpyB He ObLT YBepeH, UTO OHa
B0OOI1]e MOMHUT 0 cerofusiiitHeM CoBeTe. [To)Kanyid, CTOUT TTIOMTHU U BBISICHUT.

OH ror111e/1 TI0 Kparo TI0JISTHbI, C TOPAOCThIO OIVISiZIbIBAasi Pe3y/IbTaThbl paOOThI
rocieHUX AHed. Jlareph MOTUXOHBKY Hauas IMprUoOpeTaTh CBOW MPEXXHUM BHI,.
Crapslii 1y0, W3/jaBHA C/TY>KUBILWH TIEIepol st CTapeiIiiH, rTouepHesI OT OTHS
Y JIMINW/ICS BCEX CBOMX BETBEM, HO JieXKa/l Ha CTapoM MecTe. [leTckasi Toxe
MOTUXOHBKY BOCCTaHaBIMBasach. OT €XeBUYHBIX 3apOC/ed OCTAJUCh TOJIBKO
TouepHeBIlMe CTebMM, HO Mpopexy ObLIM TIIATENLHO 3ajlaTaHbl 3e/eHbIMU
BeTBSIMU, NPUHECEHHBIMU W3 [a/IbHUX, MeHee BCero IOCTPaJaBlIMX YIOJIKOB
neca. CaM narepb Obl71 0OHECEeH CaMbIMH TIPOYHBIMU BETBSIMH, KOTOPbIE€ TOJIBKO
yaJoCh HaWTh. Pa3ymeeTcs, BeTKM He MOIVIA 3aMEeHUTb TYCThIX 3apocC/eu
TIarlOPOTHUKOB, W3/laBHAa OKPY’KaBIIIKX Jlarepb, HO TYT HUYETO Toie/iaTh ObIIOo
HeJIb351, IPUXOAUIOCH TePIIe/IMBO XKAAaTh, [TOKA JieC BO3POAUTCSA IMOC/Ie ToKapa.

[Ipoxoass MWMO [JeTCKOW, OH YyC/blllajd Kakoe-TO IjapariaHbe. CKBO3b
3a/1aTaHHbIe CTEHBI MeJILKHY/ KJIOUOK 3HAKOMOM 6eslol IepCTHy.

— bempmm! — okmukHyn OrHerpuB. OpyskeHocel] BbIOpancs U3
€KeBUYHOI0 KYyCTa, 3a)KaB B MaCTU BETKU, KOTOPBIMU TOJIBKO UTO JiaTajl CTeHbI.
OrHerpuB pafioCTHO y/bIOHY/ICs. Bce mieMst 3aMeTH/Io, UTO B 3TH AHU Benbii
TPYAW/ICS, He TIOK/azast jarn. Hu y koro 6osibiiie He BO3HUKA/IO COMHEHHM B €ro
TPUTOJHOCTH K TIJIEMEHHOM »XU3HU. [ Is1/is1 Ha cBOero opy»keHociia, OrHerpvB He
pa3 3a/lyMbIBaJICs Ha/Jl ero Ccyabboii. Heykenmu Hy>XeH ObUT 3TOT y>KaCHBIM TT0XKap,
yTOOBI CTPOITHBBINA Besibllll HAaKOHEI-TO TIOHS/, YTO 3HAUMT BEPHOCTb CBOEMY
TieMeHu?



Benbill Mofua CTOSIT Tiepefi HUM, ero 3a0pbI3raHHasi TPsi3bi0 U KOTIOTBIO
11epPCTh NPWINILIA K TeJly, yCTasble I7la3a CMOTPe/IM HalpsKeHHO U U3MYYeHHO.

— Wpau otabixatb! — MArko npukasan OrHerpuB. — Thbl 3aCIy>KWI 3TO.
BesibIl ypoHUI Ha 3€MJTI0 CBOU BETKU.

— Mo)XHO g CcHaua/ia 3aKOHUYYy? — TIOTIPOCHII OH.

— 3aKOHYMIIIb Yy Th TTO3KeE.

— MHe ocTanock coBCeM HeMHOKKO! — B3movtn/ics besnbin.

— ThI efiBa cTOUILL HAa HOTaX, — HaxMypu/cst OrHerpuB. — Vau criath!

— Cnywaro, OrserpuB! — OpyKeHocel] TOBEPHY/ICA W TPYCTHO
TIOCMOTpe/l Ha TIOBaJIeHHbIM Ay0, 1oj KOTopbiM cujenu be3yx u PsbuHka c
Kyuexsoctom. — Kak onycrea rneljepa cTapeiiiuH, — IpOLLenTasl OH.

— JlockyT u KpuByns ceiluac OXOTATCSI CO 3Be3[HbIM IUIeMeHeM, —
HarloMHu1 OrHerpuB. — OTOW HOYBID OHU OygyT CMOTpeTh Ha Tebsi C
CepebpsiHoro ITosica.

Benbitll KUBHY/A, HO OBLJIO BUHO, UTO CJIOBA IVialllaTasi ero He yOeawu.
OrHerpuB 3HaJj, UTO OpY)XEHOCeL| [0 CUX MOp He MOXeT yBHJEeTb B Jyuyax
CepebpsiHoro Tlosica Ayim yiieAiux MpeaKoB-BOUTeeN, MISASIIUX Ha CBOU
PO/IHbIE OXOTHUUYBU YTO/IbSI.

— Wau criath! — moBTOopra oH. FOHBIN KOTUK TIOTLIENICS K 0Oyr/ieHHOMY
MIeHbKY, BO3JIe KOTOPOTrO €11 U OTAbIXa/lu OPY>KeHOCLbI. 3aBUZieB pyra, Yromiek
ObICTPO BCKOUM/I U OpOCUsICS eMy HaBCTpeuy. besbiill 1ackoBO MOTEPCst HOCOM O
ero Hoc. Ho rnasa opykeHocCLja yke C/MNAaIUCh, U [IPy’KeCKOe IIPUBETCTBUE
ObUIO TIpEpBAaHO IIMPOKWM 3eBKOM. bBesbllll ynercs mpsMO Tam, T/e CTOsi,
TIOJIOXKUJI TOJIOBY Ha3eMb M 3aKpbUI yCTajible [V1a3a. YT0JIeK YCTPOW/ICS PSZiOM U
TIPUHSLICS JIACKOBO BBUIM3bIBATh IPA3HYIO LIEPCTh Apyra. JTa KapTHUHa TaK KUBO
HarlomMHuia OrHerpuBy Obuioe cuacTbe psiioM ¢ KpyTobokoMm, UTO OH BHOBB
TIOYYBCTBOBAJ Ce0si OIMHOKWUM U HeCUaCTHBIM.

OH 1noBepHy/ICA ¥ MPOAO/DKUI CBOU MyTh K Iellepe IpeABOLUTE/bHHULIBL.
Cupgaumii y Bxoja [Jo/lroxBOCT TIPUBETCTBOBA/J €ro0 KOPOTKUM  KHBKOM.
OrHerpuB momeaua y nopora. Ilonor nuiialiHUKOB Morub B ro)kape, KameHb
rouepHes1 U 3akonTwics. KopoTko MsiyKHYB, OH BOLLe/ BHYTPb U YBUJEN, YTO
CuHsig 3Be3ja nmepeTalluia CBOK MOJICTUIKY B CaMbIM Ja/bHAW U TEMHBIU YTOJT
TelepKy, Criacasicb OT BeTpa U OecCrpensiTCTBEHHO TPOHUKAIOIUX COTHEUHbIX
y4den.

[Tenentomika cupena Bo3ne CuHed 3Be3[bl U HACTOMUMBO TIpUJBUrana K
Hel KyUYKy KaKOH-TO TpaBbl.

— Cwelilb, Tebe cpa3y CTaHeT jierye, — HaCTOWUMBO MIPUrOBapUBasia OHa.

— $1 oruHO cebst uyBCcTBYIO, — I1unesia CuHss 3Be3/a, He OTpbIBas I71a3
OT I1eCYaHoro rosa.



— Xopol1io, Torjila s OCTaBIK JeKapCTBO 37leCb. MOXKeT ObITh, Chelllb
roro3xe, — B370xHYy/Ma [lenmetomka v mponwvia MUMO OrHerpuBa K BBIXOZY.
OrHerpyB 0CTOPOKHO MPUOIU3UIICS K CTapoit TipeBoAuTe/bHULEe. B mocieHee
BpemMsi OH COBceM He Yy3HaBan ee. CuHsii 3Be3fia Bce Oosbliie U Gosibliie
OTa/syiaCh OT HEro, 3aMKHYBIIWCb B MHpPe CTpPaxOB U MOJ03PEHUH,
HarpaB/IeHHBIX YKe He NpOoTUB KorTs, HO NpOTHUB 3Be3/AHBIX MPeIKOB-BOUTEIEH.

— CuHsist 3Be3/ia, — pPOOKO Hauas OH, CKJIOHSISI TOJIOBY.

— CerogHas Houbto coctouTcsi CoBeT. Thl yke pelmia, KTO TMOWJET Ha
Hero?

— CoBeT? — C OTBpallleHreM Iepecrpocu/ia npeapoguTensHina. — Cam
peiiaif, koro Tebe 6patb! f1 He cobuparock Tyga uaTH! — O6/1aUKO YEPHOM 30JIbI,
B/IeTeB uepe3 OTKDBIThIA TpOeM, 3aCTaBWIO ee 3aMoJiyaTh, 3axJ/ieOHYBIIUCH
MYUUTE/IbHBIM KalllJIeM.

OrHerpyvB UMCHyraHHO CMOTpen Ha ee cyiaboe Teso, cofporaroieecs B
TsDKenbIX cypoporax. Heyxenu 310 ero npegsoaurensHunia?! Ho Beab oHa cama
KOTJja-TO BIIEpBbIE pacCKasaja emMy O 3Be3[HOM IJIEMEHW U O TOM, KakK [yIId
BOVHOB CJ/IeJiAT 3a KU3HbIO Jjieca! Pa3Be OHa MOXeT Tak JIerkO OTPUHYTH Bepy,
KOTOpasi omnpeziesisijia BCIO ee MPOLLTYHO KU3Hb? !

— Tbl... Thl He o00s3aHa UTHUTh 3Be3[HOEe TUIeMs, — TIpOJierieTaa OH,
HakoHel]. — IIpuau Ha CoBeT, UTOOBI MpeACTaBUTL CBOe IieMs. BceM ceituac
TaK HY>KHa TBOSI CWJIa U CTOMKOCTB!

CuHss 3Be3a MoAHs/Ia roJIoBy U 3alyMUMBO [OCMOTpeJ/Ia Ha Hero.

— Korza-To Mou KOTSITa TOXKe HY>K/Ia/INCh BO MHE, HO § OT/laJia UX B [IPyroe
riemsi! — mpoiernrtasa oHa. — 3aueM? 3arem, UTO 3Be3HOe TIeMsl BHYLLUIO
MHe, OyATO y MeHsl MHOe TpefHa3HaueHue! Kakoe >ke? EfBa He cTaTh »KepPTBOMU
nipefaresnsi?! CMoOTpeTh, Kak morubaet Moe riemsi?! 3Be3qHoOe 1ieMsi OIr6/10Ch.
A HYKakas He TipeBOAUTE/TbHULIA!

Y OrHerpuiBa KpOBb 3aCThl/Ia B )KW/IaX. «Y>K He XOueT /M OHa CKa3aTb, UTO s
[l0JDKeH BO3m1aBuTh ['po3oBoe miemsi?!» — y>KaCHYJICS OH.

OH MOHsJI, UTO pa3roBapuBaTh 0OJIbIIIE HE O UeM, U TIOBEPHYJICS K BBIXOZY.
HonroxBocTa Ha uvacax yke cMmeHusna I[lecyanass byps. OrHerpuB C HajieXx0u
TMOCMOTPEJT Ha PbDKYIO KOIIEUKY, HO OHA, KaKk BU/HO, ellle He MPOCTh/a eMy
JlaBelltHel rpy0OCTH, TIOCKOJbKY YTKHY/IaChb B CBOM JIAalIKM W He CKa3aja HU
CJI0Ba, KOTZja OH MNPOXOAWUJ MUMO.

CMyllleHHbIM M pAacCTPOEHHbIM, OH TOMJEeNCS Ha TO/NSSHY W YBUZEN
BO3BpalllalOIMKCS B jarepb narpy/ib bypaHa. OH MaxHy/l XBOCTOM, TO/3bIBas
GesloCHeXXHOTO BOWHA, U TOT TMOC/YIIHO TToOpes K CBoeMy TJialllaTar), Torja Kak
oCTa/ibHbIe TIATPY/IbHBIE pa3bpennch IO Jarepr B TMOMCKaX IMUIA U YHOTHOTO
MeCTeUKa, IJle MOYKHO Tepe/JOXHYTh.



— Cunsasg 3Be3ga He B cunax uatd Ha CoBer, — coo0iun OrHerpuB
Bypany. Crapiivii BOWH KWUBHYJI, CJIOBHO 3Ta HOBOCTb HUCKOJIBKO He YyIUBWJIA
ero.

— A Bejib ObUIO BpeMsi, KOTZIa HUUTO He MOIVIO yZiepKaTb ee OT y4acCTusl B
CoBeTe! — HErpoMKoO B3[J0XHYJI OH.

— Ho MbI 06s13aHbI OTpaBUTHCS Tyga! — ckasan OrHerpuB. — HyskHO
nipeayrnpeauTsh Bcex HacueT Korts. BaHza pa300MHUKOB yrpoXkaeT BCeM JieCHbIM
ryieMeHam!

— TIlonarato, mMbl MOXeM cKa3aTb, uto CuHsisi 3Be3za 3abonena, —
npotssHyn bypaH, mnomaxuBasg xBocToM. — Ho 3TO omnacHoe rmpu3HaHue,
OruerpuB. Ecmu coceau y3HawOT 0 0ose3HU Hailled TpeJBOJUTE/bHULbI, OHU
MOT'YT BOCII0/Ib30BaThCsI Halllell ¢/1aboCThIo. ..

— Ho eciu mbl BooOIle He mpuzeM, Oyner elje Xyke, — BO3pa3uil
OrnerpuB. — Bce muiemMeHa y)e 3HalOT O TIO)Kape. 3HAUWUT, Mbl [JOJ/DKHBI
BBIIVISIZIETh KAK MOXKHO CHJIbHEe U YBepeHHee.

— Inemst BeTpa no-Tipe)kHeMy HaCTpoeHO BpaxkieOHo, — KuBHY/ BypaH.

— B03MO)XXHO, UX HECKOJIbKO OTPe3BUJI TOT C/yuyau, Korzga Mbl ¢ [lecuaHou
Bypeit 1 Besnbiiiiom pa3bunu ux Ha COOCTBEHHOW TEPPUTOPUH, — YCMEXHY/ICS
OruerpuB. — Ho MeHsi GecriokouT PeuHoe rmiiemsi. BypaH BOMpOCUTe/IbHO
IIOCMOTpeJI Ha Hero.

— TbI He 3a0bLJT, UTO OHU TIPE/JOCTABWIA HaM YOesKullle 1ocsie TioyKapa?

— 1 nomuro, — kuBHyn1 OrHerpvB. — HO He Mory otzenarbcs OT
ougyieHusi, uto O1je/ioTKa BCKOpe Tornpo0yeT 3aCTaBUTh HAC BEPHYTh IO,

— YUTO MOXXHO Y HaC B3ATh?

— Harpetsie Kamuu, Haripumep, — otBeTus1 OrHerpuB. — PeuHoe riemMs
HUKOT[]da He CKpbIBaJ0 CBOMX MpeTeH3WWd Ha 3TU 3eM/IM, a Celuac HaM Kak
HUKOT/]a BaKHO COXPAHUTH 3a COOOM KaXKZAbIi KIOUOK 3eMu. Ham U Tak mouTu
HerJie OXOTUTHCS !

— 3aro miems: Teneil ocnabneHo 6onesHsto, — npobopmotan bypaH. —
ITo kpaliHel Mepe, C 3TOW CTOPOHBI MOXKHO He OracarbCs HarnazeHus!

— [Ha, — kuBHyn OrHerpuB. EMy ObLI0 HENOBKO W3BJeKaThb BHITONy U3
Yy)KUX CTpaZilaHui. — BO03MOKHO, HaM TIOMOKeT M HOBOCTb O TMpejiaTe/lbCTBe
KorTs, — no6aBun oH U, nMoiiMaB HeMOHUMarOIWi B3rIs bypaHa, mosicHu: —
Ecmu mHe ygactes yoeauTh ux, uto OaHzga KorTs yrpokaeT BceM IjieMeHam,
BO3MOYKHO, Hallld COCe/IM HarpaBsiT CBOU YCUIUSI Ha YKperuieHHe COOCTBEHHbIX
I'PaHUL] U Ha BpeMsi OCTaBsAT Hac B MOKoe!

— 3T0 O6bII0 ObI TIpeKpacHo! — meaeHHO KuBHYA BypaH. — Thbl mpas,
OrnerpuB. Mbl f0/mKHBI OTIIpaBUTHCA Ha CoBeT, maxe eciv CuHss 3Be3ja He
CMOJXeT OTIIPaBUThCS C HaMU. — VX B3misiibl BCTPETUINCH, U OrHErpuB TMOHS,



yto bypaH rogyman o ToM e, 0 ueM ¥ oH. CuHsist 3Be3zia Moryia Obl TIOMTH, eC/In
ObI 3ax0Tea, HO pellir/ia He XOJUTh.

Ha 3akare CoJiHLIa KOThI TIOTSIHY/IMCh K JKaJIKOK Kyue e/ibl, KOTOPYIO ya/oCh
cobpatb 3a JieHb. OrHErpyB BBITAIM/ KPOILIEUHYIO 3€M/IEPOMKY, OTTAll[U/I ee B
3apOCJ/IA KPanuBbI U C >KaJJHOCTbIO TIPOIIOTWI. BOT y>Ke HeCKO/BKO [THEeU IieMsi
JKWJI0O BOPOronofp. [uub BO3Bpalllajziach, HO BO3Bpaljajacb MeJAJIeHHO, U
OrHerpuB CTpPOro CAeIW/I 32 TéM, YTOObl OXOTHUKU CJI€P>KUBA/IA CBOU aTllleTUTBHI.
Hajo nogokjaTte, MoKa jiec CHOBA HArlOJIHUTCS 3BEPbEeM, TOJIbKO MOC/e 3TOro
MOYKHO TI03BOJIUThL cebe HaeCTbCs JOChITA.

oxmaBIIMCh, MOKA KOThI TOKOHYAT CO CBOMM CKYJHbIM Y>KUHOM, OTHEerpuB
BbIIIIe/I Ha CepeIHy TMOJSHBI W T107] JIFOOOTBITHBIMUA B3IVIAaMUA TUIEMEHU
BCKOur/ Ha Beicokyro Ckamy. CerofiHs HUKOTO He HY)KHO OBbIZIO 3BaTb — BCe
CTPYAWINMCh BHU3Y, JIIOOOMBITHBIE KOIIAUbM IJ1a3a BCIBIXHMBAIM B T'yCTEHOIIMX
BEUEepPHUX CyMepKax.

— Cunsas 3Be3na He nougeT Ha ceroansiuHui Coet! Bomib ykaca
TIPOKATUJ/ICS M0 psifiaM cobpasiiixcst, 1 OTHerpuB yBujes, Kak BypaH TyT ke
BK/IMHWICSI B TO/MY W TIPUHSJICSI HETPOMKO YCIOKaWBaThb MCITyTaHHBIX KOTOB.
WNHTepecHo, 4Tto AymaeT I1ieMsi 0 coctossHuM CunHed 3Be3nnl? Bo Bpemst
ripebbIBaHus B PeuHOM Ti/ieMeHM KOTbl 00beJUHUINCh, UTOOBI 3all[UTUTH CBOIO
TIPe/IBOINTE/ILHHULLY OT TMBIT/IMBBIX B30POB UY’KaKOB, HO 3/leCh, B COOCTBEHHOM
narepe, ayiieBHas ciabocts CuHelt 3Be3/bl yTHeTasna U myraa ux.

[TosocaTeiii cbiH KorTst cuzien y mopora /IeTCKOM U Tapally/ JIF000MNbITHbIE
KpyI/ible Ta3eHKu Ha Bricokyro Ckany. Ha KakOW-TO MHUTI 3TOT HEMUTarOIUM
JKeNTbIN B3IVIsAJ, 3aBOPOKUA OrHerpuBa, W W3 IMTyOHMHBI €ro CO3HaHWS BHOBB
BCILTBIT y’KacHbIM o6pa3 Kors.

— Broixoaut, I'po3oBoe miemsi Toke He OygeT ydyactBoBath B CoBeTe? —
ITPOMKO crnpocun YacTokos, NOpOTHMCKMBascb K camou Ckame. — bes
rpeJBOAUTe IS TIJIeMsi — He miemst!

OruerpuB B37porHyi. [lokasanock emy, Wiy B ria3ax YacToKo/a U BOPSIMb
TIPOMEJIbKHYJI 3/I0BeL{H OTOHeK?

— I'po3oBoe miemsi cerofHsl HOYbIO OTHpPaBUTCS Ha CoBeT, — TI'POMKO
o0bsiBU/I OH, oOpailjasick K cobpaBiimmcsi. — Hazfio JaTh MOHSITh OCTa/IbHBIM
IJIeMeHaM, YTO Mbl IIO-TIPeXHEMY CHU/IbHBI, HeCMOTPsl Ha Ioxkap. — KoTbl

ofobpuTennbHO  3akuBaiid.  OpY)KEHOCI[bI ~ BCKOUWIM W HeTepIieMBO
neperyissHy/Mcb. OHU OBbLIN CJIMIITKOM MOJIO/bI, UYTOOBI MOHATH BCIO C€PhE3HOCTh
TI0JIOXKEeHUsI, @ CTPAaCTHOe >KejlaHWe TIoWTH Ha COBeT He T03BOJISIZI0 UM 3aMeTHUTh
BOJIHeHUe 0oJiee OIMbITHBIX BOMHOB.

— Pagu Cunet 3Be3sbl M pagud COOCTBEHHOTO TUIEMEHM HaM HU B KOEM
Cjlydae HeJib3sl TIOKa3aTh CBoell crmaboctu! — mpogomkan OrHerpuB. — Bepb



Mbl — ['po30BOe 1IeMsi! — TPOMKO KPUKHYJI OH, U CaM YUBWJICS BHe3allHOU
YBEPEeHHOCTH, BbIPBaBILIeHCs U3 TIyOUHBI ero cep/iia. 3apa)kasiCh €ro MOpbIBOM,
TI7IeMsl y TIOAHOXKUSI CKaslbl PACMPSMUIO CIHMHBI, OBICTPO 00/113a/I0 MOKPBIThIE
KOTIOTBIO OOKa M pacIipaBU/IO TTIOUEepPHEBIITHE YChI.

— $1 Bo3bMy c coboit Yactokoma, Kucrtouky, Ilecuanyto Bypro, bypaHa,
Yronbka v besbia!

— He mHorosaro nu? — ckpuBwicsa Yactokon. — Kro ke ocraHeTrcs
3allUILATh Jlarepb?

— $1 moHWMaro, UTO WAy Ha PUCK, OCTaB/IsAs Jlarepb MOUTH 6e3 oxpaHbl, —
KUBHYJI OrHerpuB, — HO MbI [JO/DKHBI BBIIVISIZIETh KaK MOKHO cuiibHee! «Kpome
TOTO, 51 He XOUY CITyCKaTh C Tebs ra3!» — MbIC/IeHHO 06aBU/I OH.

— Ho Korote mipekpacHo 3HaeT, uyTo cerogHsi cocroutcs CoBetr, —
BMeLascs oaroxBocT. — YTO ec/id OH BOCIIO/b3yeTCsl CUTyaluyed U Harajer
Ha Jjiarepb?

— Ecm mbl niposiBuM cnabocts Ha CoBeTe, Mbl TIOATOJIKHEM OCTasbHbIE
TJIeMeHa K Hara/ileHuro! — Bo3pasun OrHerpus.

— BepHo! — kuBHyna Krictouka. — MBI He JO/IKHBI OIyCKaTh rOJIOBY!

— W Tak yxe B PeuHoMm ryieMeHH BCe 3HAIOT O Halllel befie, — rozjeprkasa
ee CuHersiazka. — [IyCTb yBUZAT, UTO MBI TIO-TIPEKHEMY CUJIbHBI!

— 3HauuT, Bbl comiacHbl? — cnpocui OrHerpuB. — [lonroxsoct, /biMm,
BenocHexxka, UepHoOypka 1 Bypblif ocTaroTCs 0XpaHsTh jarepb. [loBepsieM BaM
CTapeMIlIMH 1 KOpoJieB 1 obelljaeM BEPHYTbCSA KaK MOYKHO CKopee!

[TneMs 3arrymesio, Bce r/jia3a oOpaTWIMCh K IJialllaTaro, W, HaKOHeI], OH C
oOsierueHreM yBU/Ie, KaK KOTbI COTIaCHO 3aKHBasIy.

— BoT 1 oyinyHO! — CKasasi OH ¥ CripbIrHyJ1 ¢ Beicokou CKarbl.

Ha3BaHHble UM BOUWHBI UM OPY>XEHOCLbl YyKe CTOJIW/IMCh Y BbIXOAA U3
narepsi, HeTeprieJIMBO TIOMaxuBasi XBocTamu. Cpeau HMX OTYeT/IMBO Oenesa
3HakoMas crnvHa benbima. «3to Oyzer ero mepBbiii CoBeT!» — HEBOIBHO
nogyman OrHerpuB. OH MeuTaq 00 3TOM Yace C TOTO CaMOro [Hs, KOTZa
BIEPBble TIPUHEC MaJbllla B jarepb. OH /10 CUX MOpP MOMHW/ CBOM MEPBbIU
CoBeT, Korjja OKpYy>KeHHbIM MOTYIleCTBEHHBIMA BOMHAaMU CBOErO IJIEMEHU, OH
MUasIcsl Co CKIoHa xomMa K Yetsipem [lepeBbsiM. C HEBOIbHBIM pa30uyapOBaHUEM
OrHerpuB 00Be/ IJla3aMM TPS3HBIX M TOJIOJHBIX KOTOB, B COIPOBOXKIEHUU
KOTOpBIX besbiny CyXaeHO OTIpaBUTbCS Ha cBou mnepBbii CoBeT... I Tem He
MeHee OH UYBCTBOBajJ, UTO HeCuaCTbs He CJOMWIM OOeBOM [JyX ero
CcorvieMeHHUKOB. ['71aza KUCTOUKU SpKO CBepKa/u B Ccymepkax, [lecuanasi byps
HeTepIIe/IMBO TepeTanThiBalach C Jialbl Ha jiary, 1 OrHerpuB, He Me/|si OO/bIIIe
HU CEeKYH/Ibl, OPOCH/ICS K HUM.

— Jlonroxsoct! — KpUKHY/ OH, HEHaJo0J/Ir0 OCTaHAaB/IUBAasCh BO3JIe



BoMHA. — Tl OCTaelbCs 3a crapiiero. beperu v oxpassii cBoe riems!

— Moel11b Ha MeHs TTOJIOKUTHCSA! — CKJIOHWJI TO/I0BY 1OTOXBOCT.

OrHerpvB KWUBHYJ €My, HO TYT >Ke MOWMal HaCMELIIMBbIA B3IV
YacTokoJia, IIAAAIero Ha HUX OT BbIXoza u3 jareps. Ha Mur emy mnokasasocs,
YTO TM0JIOCAaThIi BOWH 3alisHY/J €My B JyLly W YyBUJeI 3a BHELIHUM
CIIOKOWCTBMEM TILIATE/IbHO CKPbIBAEMbBIM CTpax M HeyBepeHHOCTb. [lomonas K
BBIXO/ly, OH MouWman HactouuuwBbid B3rsiy Ilecuanou bypu. «Cunsis 3Be3ga
BbiOpana Tebsi cBouM maniaraeM. OHa Hajlessiach, UTO Thl Oy/elllb 3HaTh, UTO
Jenatb!» Ee [aBeliHude C/i0OBa, KOIZA-TO paHUBIIME ero, KakK YKyC TraJloKH,
ceryac HeO)KUJaHHO npujany cui. OrHerpuB CypoBO mocMoTpes Ha YacTokona
Y TIOBeJ1 CBOM OTPsi[ U3 Jlareps.

KoTbl B MO/TUQHUH 1LIJTU TI0 JieCy, 0OropeBIie /lepeBbsi B3ibIMaIuCh B HeOO,
C/IOBHO CKpHOYeHHble yepHble KOI'TU. Jlambl OrHerpuBa BsI3/Id B CKOJIb3KOM
Tervie, HO B BO3/yXe y)Ke UyBCTBOBAJ/ICA 3arax HaZeXJbl — 3TO CKBO3b I'PsA3b U
KOTIOTh TMPOOMBAUCh TIePBbie 3e/leHble POCTKHU.

OruerpuB o0epHyscs. Benbin gepxkancsi mosofioM, a Ilecuanas Byps
C/1erKa BbIpBasiach Bliepes U BCKOpe INopaBHsiach ¢ OTHerpuBoM.

— Tb1 oyiiuHO ToBOpUI ¢ Bricokor Ckasbl! — mporbIxTesia OHa.

— Cnacubo, — kuBHyn OrHerpuB. B30upasick Mo KaMeHUCTOMY CKJIOHY,
OH cjerka omnepegun ee, U [lecuanas Bypsi forHasa ero TO/JbKO Ha CaMoOM
BepILIUHeE.

— MHe... MHe CTbIIHO, UTO 51 Tak ropopuiaa o CuHel 3Be3fe, — THUXO

n3BuHWIACh [Tecuanasi bBypsi. — $ Obina oueHb HamyraHa! Ho Temepsb... Jlarepb
nipocTo ripeo6pa3uicsi! Y 3To HeCMOoTpsi Ha TO, UToO...

— HecmoTpst Ha Moe pyKOBOZCTBO? — YHBIIO CIIpocu OTHerpus.

— HecMmoTtps Ha ykacHble pa3pylueHus! — 3akoHunsia [lecuanas byps, u'y
OrHerpvBa [pOTHY/IM KOHUMKM yieli. — CuHss 3Be3fia Jo/KHa ToOOM
ropAuThCsi! — TIpofio/Kaia Kolllka, U OH 0osie3HeHHO cMmopiiuicsi. EMy Obina
npusitHa noxsasia Ilecuanot Bypu, HO OH CwIbHO COMHeBajcsl, uTo CHUHSA
3Be3/a 3aMeyaeT ero crapaHusl.

— Cnacubo, — mpobopMoTan oH. Korjja OHM OUyTHIMCH Ha [Jpyrou
CTOPOHEe XO0JIMa, OH IIOBEepHYJ TOJIOBY U THXO IpoulernTtan: — f Tak CKy4das 1o
Tebe, [Tecuanast bypsi...

3aKOHUUThL eMy TIoMellla/l TOmOT rpubmkatoiuxcs aarn. C3agu pa3pasncs
rpoMkui rosioc Yacrokona:

— Yto ThI COOMpaellIbCsl CKa3aTh OCTAIbHBIM TIJleMeHaM?

OrHerpyvB XOTe/Jl OTBETUTb, HO BAPYr 3aMeTW/ MpsSMO Tiepefi coOoi
rioBasieHHoe JiepeBo. OH MOTIPLITHYJI, HO 3al[eTUJICS JIarioi 3a 00ropenyto BeTKy
Y HeyKJIHOXKe CBa/IWICS Ha 3eMsit0. OcTasibHble KOTbl UHCTUHKTHUBHO 3amezJInin



I1ar, oXXujasi, TIoka OH TogHUMeTcs. [IpeBo3Morasi ocTpyto 0ok B TepejHeit
narie, OrHerpyB BCKOUM/I U TI06e)Kas BIiepe.

— Tl B nopsake? — cripocys Yactokos, Korga OrHerpus MOpPaBHSAJICS C
HUM. [71a3a mosiocaToro BovHa CTpaHHO MOo6/ieCKMBAIU B TEMHOTE.

— Bce otmmuno! — kopoTko 6ypkHy/n OrHerpuB, cTapasiCb He XpOMaTh.

Jlara mpojio/Kana HbITh [0 CaMOro Xo/jma, oOpbiBaBilerocsi K YeTbipem
HepeBbsiMm. OrHerpuB BCTasl, BOCCTaHAB/IMBAs [bIXaHWe, U MOTMBITAJICS COOpaThCst
¢ MbIc/siMU. OTOHBb TIOIIA/IWI JIeXKallyt0 BHU3Y AonuHy. YeTbipe ay0a, Liesble U
HeBpe/[UMble, TI0-TIPe)KHEMY B3/IbIMa/ii MOTYUle BEeTBU K 3Be3JHOMY HeOy.

OrHerpuvB 00Bes T7a3aMU CTPYAUBIINXCS BOKPYr Hero KOTOB. OHHU
CMOTpe/iM BHU3, B3BOJIHOBAHHO TOIIOpIA yCbl M IOMaxyBasg XBOCTaMU. OHU
foBepsiiu eMy 3aHaTb MecTo CuHed 3Be3nbl Ha mnpefcrosilem CoBeTe, OHHU
BepWIH, UTO OH CyMmeeT yOequTh JecHble TjileMeHa B TOM, IepeHeceHHas
Tpareiudss HUYYTb He ocjabuna I'po3oBbix BOWHOB. OTHErpyMB B3MaxXHY/
XBOCTOM, TOYHO TaK ’Ke, Kak 3To Jenasa rnpexzie CuHsisi 3Be3fa, U bpocuscs
BHU3.



['maBa XXX

B Bo3myxe Bucen rycrou 3arax rnjeMeHu Betpa u PeuHoro niemeHw.
OrHerpyMB HeBOJIbHO 3arpeneTaj. Bcero uepe3 HeCKOIbKO MrHOBEHUW OH
3abepetcst Ha Ckany ¥ obparurcs K cobpapmmmcs... Ho rae ke ninems: Teneii?
Hey»xenmu 60/1e3Hb Tak UCTOIIW/IA X, YTO OHU He cMoru nipuiitk Ha CoBeT? OH
C >KaJIoCTh0 mogymasa o Ilephllike, U TYT >Ke BCIIOMHWMJ Y’KacC, 3aCThIBIIUK B
r71a3axX MOJIOZOTO BOUHA, KOTrZa Iepef CMepThio TOT yBUzen Korrd, crosiuero Ha
Kparo I'pemsireit Tponbl. Y Hero gake janbl 3aUuecaavchb OT JKeJaHUsl TOCKOpee
B300paThCsi Ha CKajlly W TpeAyInpeauTh KOTOB O TpoO3silield OMacHOCTH. —
OrnerpuB! — 6pocuiics K Hemy OpHoyc, 1 OTHErPUB HECKOIBKO YAWBUIICS €r0
npyxenmobHomy Buzay. [lnems BeTpa B mociefiHee BpeMsi He CJIMIITKOM-TO
GanoBasio I'p0O30BBIX KOTOB CBOMM Jpykemobuem! OH HEBOTbHO BCIIOMHUII
YepHoxBara, C BOeM HeCyI1|erocsi B 3apoC/iv Bepecka.

Ho OpHoyc, 1o Bcelt BUAUMOCTH, He 3a0bli, Kak OrHerpuB MoOMOTras ero
TJIEMEeHW BO3BpAllaThCsl JOMOM M3 W3rHaHWs. BO BpeMsi 3TOro myTerlleCcTBUs
BOWHBI OUeHb CAPY>KUIUCH U [I0 CUX TIOP AOPOXKUIN ObLION BEPHOCTHIO.

— TlpuBet, OpHoyc! — kuBHyn OrHerpuB. — CMoOTpH, Kak O6b1 UepHOXBaT
He yBHUZEJI, UYTO Thl CO MHOU OonTaeis. [lepemupue mnepemupueM, HO B
TOC/IeIHUM Pa3 Mbl C HUM PacCTa/vCh He CJIMILIKOM MO-[PYrKe CKH.

— YepHOXBaT BUAUT 0COOYIO UeCTh B 3allUTe HAlllMX IPAHULl, — OTBETUJ
OpHoyc, cMyL[eHHO MepeMUHasACh C Jiarbl Ha Jiarny. O4yeBHUIHO, OH y)Ke 3Haj O
[IByX HaraZleHus1x Ha ['po30BbIX KOTOB.

— Ilycte Tak, — kuBHyn OrHerpuB. — Ho 3TO He fgaBajio emy IpaBa
niperpaxzatb CuHel 3Be3e nmyTh K Beicokrum BanyHam. OH 10 cuX TI0p »Kajen o
ToM, yTO CHHsAA 3Be3/a He CMOIVIa MOJe/UThC CBOUMU CHaMU CO 3Be3HbIM
riiemeHeM. Bce Morsio 6b1 ObITh MHaue, eciiv Obl 3Be3/[HbIe TIPeIKU M0/jau 3HaK,
YTO He OTBePHY/IMCh OT ['pO30BOro njieMeH! U ero rpejBoAuTe/IbHULIb!

— 3Be3aHbii Jlyu He o00pajjoBasicsi, KOrja eMmy [JOJOKWIU O TOM
rpouciiecTBuu... Ilycte Bbl fJanu npuroT XBOCTOJIOMY, 3TO BCe paBHO He
omnpas/bIBaeT TaKUX IMOCTYIKOB, — BUHOBATO 3aseneTtan OfHoycC.

— XBocTtosioM MepTB! — mepebus ero OTHErpUB U TYT >Ke TIOXKasesl O
cBoeil rpybOCTH, yBHUZIEB, KaK I'DyCTHO MOHUKIM yimm OpHoyca. — IIpoctu
meHsi, OfHOyC, — Topa3/io Teriee CKa3ai oH. — $1 oueHb paji Tebst BUJETh.

Kak TbI1?

— OT1myHo! — HeckoMbKO OXUBW/ICA OpHOyC. — 1 OueHb pacCTpPOUIICH,



KOTZla y3Haa o mokape. f1-To 3Hat0, Kak Tsbkeno OexkaTb U3 COOCTBEHHOTO
nomMa! — ripubaBUsT OH, COUYBCTBEHHO IJisifist Ha OTHerpuBa.

— MBbI yKe BepHy/IMCh B CBOM Jiarepb M, KaK MOIVIM, BOCCTAHOBW/IU €ro!
Uro KacaeTcs Jseca, TO TpOWJET COBCeEM HEMHOIO BpeMeHW, U OH CHOBa

3a3esieHeeT! — BOCK/MKHY/ OTHErpuB, CTapasiCh, YTOObI TOJIOC €ro 3BydYas Kak
MOYKHO yBepeHHee U Oe33ab0THee.
— 3rt0 310p0oBO! — 00pagoBancs OpHOyc. — 3Haelllb, MbI YK€ TOUTH

3a0bUIM, YTO KOT/a-TO TMOKWAAMM CBOU sarepb! DTOT ce30H 3eneHbIX JIUCTbeB
TIPUHEC HAaM MHOKeCTBO KOTAT, 8 POCMHKUH Masibllll y>Ke CTal OPY>KeHOCLIEM.

OH 3pech, 510 ero nepBbli CoBer! — OrHerpyvB BCIIOMHWI Majl€HbKUM
MOKPBIM KOMOUYE€K, KOTOPbIM OH TOMOraj TallUTb MOJ MPOJUBHBIM JOXKIEM C
3emsid [IByHOruX n0 Tepputopuu ruieMeHu Betpa. Ilpocienvs 3a B3misggom
OpHoyca, OH yBUJe/ll Yy Kpasi TMOJIsiHbl MajieHbKoro Oyporo koreHka. OH Obln
HEKDYIIHbIM, KaK BCe ero COIJIEeMeHHUKH, HO MO/, KOPOTKOW TOJICTOU IIepCTKOU
y’Ke BUJJHEIUCh XOPOLLO Pa3BUTHIE MBIIILbI.

BHe3anHo OfHOyC HM3KO CKIOHWI rojioBy. OrHerpuB o0epHY/ICS U yBUieN
npubmkatorierocst  3Be3gHoro Jlyua. YBugeB OrHerpuBa, TIpeABOAUTE/b
rieMeHy BeTpa noJ03pyTeIbHO MPULLYY PUICS:

— B mnocsesHee BpeMsl Thl CJIMILKOM YacTO II0MAJa/ACs HaM Ha Iviasa,

OrHerpuB, — XOJIOZHO TIpoM3HeC OH. — TO, YTO Thl KOTZAA-TO MpHBEN Hac
JOMOM, ellle He pAaeT Tebe TpaBa OecrpensTCTBEHHO OpoAUTH TIO Hailei
TePPUTOPHH.

— [lpepymnipexxieHvie TPUHSTO, — CIOKOWHO OTBeTW1 OrHerpuB, He

rofiaBasi BUJy, UTO He TIPOCTUI OockopOsieHusi, HaHeceHHoro CuHeill 3Be3fe.
CornacHO 3akOoHy BO BpeMs IpoBeZieHUs1 CoBeTa [i€MCTBOBAJO CBSIlEHHOE
riepeMupue, KpoMe TOro, OH pa3roBapvBajl C BOMHOM, KOTOPOI'O NPUBBIK YBa)KaTh
3a BpeMsl TyTelllecTBUsi uepe3 TeppuTopuio [IByHorux. — OpHako si 00si3aH
TIpeJKZie BCero Aymatb 06 WHTepecax COOCTBEHHOTO TyieMeHHU.

I'nasa 3Be3gHoro Jlyya BCIIBIXHY/IU, [IOTOM OH €/jBa 3aMeTHO KHUBHY!I.

— DTO C/IOBa HACTOAIIET0 BOWHA. §1 TyTelliecTBOBa/l BMecCTe C TOOOM,
MO03TOMY He VAUBWICSA, Koraa y3Han, uto CuHss 3Be3fa BbiOpasna Tebs
rnamiatraeM. — IlpeaBoauTtens 06Bes raa3amMu ToJisiHY U AobaBuin: — MHorue
T10/1arar0T, YTO Takas OrPOMHAsl OTBETCTBEHHOCTb He II0 IUleuyy FOHOMY BOWHY.
[omKeH ckasarb, UTO s He pasesisto uX MHeHus1. OTHerpUB COBCEM pacTepsICs.
OH He o)uJa/ CTO/Mb BBICOKOW IOXBajbl OT MpeJBOAUTeNs IieMeHU Betpa.
PazsiocTHO 3aypuaB, OH C 0/1ar0JapHOCThIO TTIOKIOHUJICS.

— Ho rze xxe Cunsis 3Be3na? — cripocui 3Be3Hbin JIyu. — {1 He BUXKYy ee
CpeJy BalllMX BOMHOB, — TOJIOC €ro 3By4Yasl CIIOKOMHO, HO B IVIa3aX BCIBIXHYJIO
)KaziHoe JiF00O0TBITCTBO.



— OHa elrje CIMIIKOM c1aba fjigi CTOMb JJIATeNbHOTO MyTeIlecTBUs, —
HEBO3MYTHUMO OTBeTH/1 OrHerpus.

— Omna nocTpagiania BO Bpems rnoskapa?

— Hwuuero cepre3Horo. OHa CKOpO IIOINpPaBUTCS, — OTBeTU/I OrHerpus,
BCEM Cep/ilieM HaJesich, 4TOObI C/I0Ba €ro OKa3aauch 4YMCTOW mpaBaod. OH
3aMeTu/1, Kak rnoMmpauses B3miss OgHoyca, U MOCMOTpe/T Ha NPOTUBOMOJIOKHbBIN
xonMm. Ha nonsiHy criyckanuchk Tpoe KOTOB U3 1yiemeHy TeHel. C yauB/ieHWeM U
obsierueHreM OTrHErpuB y3Hasa OJHOTO U3 ZIByX BOMHOB, UAYIIUX PSJIOM C CEpO-
GenbiM 1iesiMTenieM. JTo Obi1 Benorpyapiii! Cyzass 1o Bcemy, MCKYCCTBO
[Tere/IrOLLIKY TTIOMOITIO €My TTOJIHOCTBIO U3/IeUUTHCSI OT CMepTeIbHOrO Heflyra.

OcTasibHble KOTbI OBICTPO PaCcCTYNWIKCh, TMPOMyCKasi TPOMIYY K CKare.
OueBU/IHO, BeCTh 0 Oose3HU TijieMeHU TeHell y>ke ycriesia paClpoOCTPaHUTBCS TI0
BCEMY J1eCy.

— MoxeTe He 6osITbCS, — TponbixTen HacMOpPK, C/IOBHO TPOUMTAaB UX
mbicsiu. — [lnemsi Teneit u3baBuwiock oT Gone3Hu! MeHsi mocianu Briepe,
yToObI 1 TIOTIPOCU/T Bac He HaurWHaTh CoBeT 6Ge3 Hac. [IpeaBoauTesnb rieMeHU
TeHel BOT-BOT MO/IOUIET.

— UTo ke Tak 3agepxxano YUepHyro 3Be3y? — cripocui 3Be3 bl Jlyu.

— UepHas 3Be3za mepTB! — pe3ko orBeTus1 Hacmopk. M3ymieHuve u cTpax
npobeskasu T0 TOJITIe KOTOB, KaK BETEPOK MO BepilHaMm jiepeBbeB. OrHerpuB
VM3yM/JIeHHO  nonsATwicd.  Heyxenu — mipeaBoavrtesis  ruieMeHu — TeHew
JenctBuTesibHO ymep?! Ho Belb OH COBCeM HeJAaBHO MOJy4YWI [ap [eBSITH
xku3Her! Uto 3a yxacHas xBopb! Temnepb mnoHsiTHO, nouyemy Ilepbiiko u
Benorpyapiii Tak 60s/IMCh BO3BpAILlaThCsl JOMOiA!

— 3HauuT, BMeCTO Hero npuzer l'onoBHsA? — cnpocun 3Be3gHbid Jlyu,
vMes B BU/ly IViallaras rjieMeHu TeHeu.

— ['0/10BHA yMep OfHUM U3 TepBbIX, — MOTYIUBLINWCH, OTBeTHU/1 Hacmopk.

— Ho KTO0 »Xe TOrja cras BalllMM MpeaBofuTesneM? — cripocui Meteop,
BBIXO/ISl U3 T€HU 107, CKasIon.

Hacmopk 1npycTaibHO ITOCMOTpeT Ha peiBogrTe s PeUHbIX KOTOB.

— Ckopo camu y3HaeTe, — 1oobeiijan oH. — OH BOT-BOT TOSIBUTCSI.

— IIpomy MeHs W3BUHUTb, — HEIPOMKO CKa3an OrHerpus 3Be3[HOMY
Jlyay u OpHoycy. — $1 fo/mkeH koe-uto o6cyauTh ¢ HacMopkom.

Ho mogouTyM K LenuTent0 OKas3ajoCh He Tak-TO IpocTo. [lpuiiiock
MIPOOUBATHCSI CKBO3b IJIOTHYIO TOJITTY BOMHOB U OPY’KEHOCLIeB, BO UTO Obl TO HU
CTajl0 ’KeJarwllUX y3HAaTb WMsS HOBOIO MpeABOAUTeNss TIuleMeHd TeHew.
«uTepecHo, kak Hacmopk oTpearupyeT Ha cmepThb Lllep6atoii?» — mogymant
OrHerpuB. 3a CBOIO >XU3Hb LIeJIUTe/b BU/Ie/T CTOJIBKO CMEpPTeM, 4TO, BO3MOXKHO,
n3BecTUe eille 00 OJHON KOHUMHE OCTABUT €ro PaBHOAYIIHbIM. U TeM He MeHee



OrHerpvB 4yBCTBOBAJ, UTO HEXOPOLIO MOAHUMATLCI Ha CKajly, He MOrOBOPHUB C
rna3y Ha rna3 ¢ HacmopkoM. B koHije koHI1I0B, Illep6atasi korja-To Gbuia ero
HaCTaBHULIEH U YUWJ/ia ero LieJINTe/IbCTBY, Kak roToM yuuna [lenesnomky. Korga-
TO OHU OBLTM OUeHb OJIM3KU — TI0 KpaliHel mepe, /10 TeX TMop, MOKa >KeCTOKUiA
XBocTonom He usrHain Lllepbaryro U3 poJHOro TIeMeHH.

OrnHerpuB B3MaxHYyJ1 XBOCTOM, M0JjaBas 3HaK CTapoMy LienuTento. Bugumo,
Hacmopk 1 cam ObUT paji BBIPBAThCS W3 TJIOTHOTO KOJIbI[A JIFOOOMBITHBIX, TOTOMY
YTO OXOTHO MOC/efoBan 3a OrHerpuBOM B CIIOKOMHOE MeCTeUKO M0J, OJHHUM U3
ny6oB.

— B uem pgien10? — cnpocu oH.

— Illepbarasi ymepsa, — THUx0 oTBeTw1 OTrHerpuB, U Cep/iie ero CHOBA
3aHbI0 OT Oosv. I'nasza 1enurtens 3aTymaHwiuch. Cepo-6enbiii KOT TPYCTHO
CKJIOHUJI TO/I0BY, @ OTHerpuB A00aBUII:

— OHa ymepJia, NbITasgCh CHACTU M3 OTHS CBOK COIJIEMEHHHULY. 3Be3/HOe
TIJIeMsI TI0 JOCTOMHCTBY OLIEHUT ee XpabpocCTh!

HacMmopk, He oOTBeuasi, rOpeCTHO pacKauuBajl TOJIOBOM U3 CTOPOHBI B
cTopoHy. Y OrHerpuBa ropJji0 MepexBaTWIO OT »aJl0CTH, HO OH He MOr
T03BOJIUThL cebe TOAAaThCsl UyBCTBaM. JIaCKOBO KOCHYBIIIMCb HOCOM TOJIOBBI
L{eJTUTeJsl, OH MOCHEIIHO OTOLLe/.

KoThl y>ke Hauanu GeCrioKOWHO KDY>KUTh TI0 TIOJsiHe, TPOMKO MsiyKasi OT
HeTepIIeHus.

— Mbl He MoxeT Oosibllie X7AaTh! — TMOC/BIIIANCS TOOC OAHOTO W3
Peunbix k0TOB. — CKOpO /1yHa 3anzer!

— FEom wux npeaBoguTenbs pelIWa [e-TO 3a/epkaTbCs, 3TO €ro
TpygHoCcTh! — moggepkana ero Kucrouka. OrHerpuB IMpekpacHO TIOHUMAJI,
II0UeMy OHa XOYeT MOCKOpee MOKOHUYMTb C COBETOM U BEPHYThCS B Jiarepb. 1o
TeX 1op, rnoka Korotes Oy/ieT CrOKOMHO pasry/ivBaTh TI0 JieCy, HU OfHO TiieMs He
MOJKeT YyBCTBOBaTh ce0si B 6@30macHOCTH.

B TOT ke MUT Ha MOJisiHe TIPOMeJIbKHY/Ia ubsi-TO Gesiasi CriMHa, U 3Be3HbIN
JIyu nerko Bckounsn Ha Ckany. Buaumo, oH perun Hauate COBeT, He JOXXUAASICh
nipeBoAuTe s TyieMeHu TeHeli, kKeM Obl TOT HU ObUL. MeTeop MPUCOeAVHUIICS K
Hemy. OTHerpyB OpOCWJICS BIiepe[], MOJIHBIM PelMMOCTU BIiepBble BO3I/IaBUTh
CBOe TI/IeMsi U paccka3aTb cobpaBIMMcst 06 yrpo3e, IpUTAUBILIEHCS B Jiecy.

—  VYpauu! — yoiblman OH  HexHblM wenotr IlecuaHow bBypw.
Ob6epnyBIMCh, OTHErPUB JIAaCKOBO KOCHYJ/ICS TIOAOOPOIKOM ee Teryion IeKU U
TIOHSJI, UTO UX pa3MO/IBKa HaBCerja OCTajach B MPOIUIOM. 3aTeM OH Hauasl
TIPOKJIaZIbIBaTh ce0e OpOry K CKarse.

Ero ocTaHOBWJI TPOMKHIA BOIJIb, JOHECLIWKUCS CO CK/IOHA XOJIMa.

— OH yxe 31€eChb!



OrHerpuB pe3ko 00epHYJ/ICS U YBUJeN, KaK CTOSIIHAN psizioM YacTOKO U30
BCEeX CWJI BBITATUBAET II€k0, UIlja I/la3aMU KOTr0-TO, KOro OrHerpuB roka He Mor
pasrisiieTb 3a roJi0BaMu KOTOB, TIOAHSIBIIMXCA Ha 3a/iHME Jiallbl B OTYassHHOM
JKeJJaHUM TI0CKOpee YBHU/eTb HOBOTO Mpe/BoAuTe s nieMeHu TeHel. Bo3Hukiia
JaBka, 1 OrHerpyB e/iBa He B3BbII OT 00/, KorJja YacTOKO BLICKOUMT BIIepes U
TSDKECTbIO BCEro CBOEro Tejla HaCTylul eMy Ha BbIBUXHYTYHO Jiany. OH
BLIDYTa/ICd CKBO3b 3yObl M BAPYT YBHZEN, Kak yIId YacTokosa W3yMJIEHHO
nporaynu. ITomocarbiii BOMH YCTaBUJICS Ha CKajly, I7la3a BHIKATHU/IMCh U3 OpOMT.
«YTO MOIJIO ero Tak B3BOJHOBaTh?» — moAyMan OrHerpuB, MOBOpauMBasi
rOJIOBY K CKarse.

CepeOpuUCTbI JIyHHBIM CBET 03apsil MIMPOKHe TUIeEUM U J100acTyi0 TOJI0OBY
OTPOMHOTI0 KOTa, KOTOPbIM TOJILKO UTO BCIIPLITHY/T Ha CKa/Ty W 3aHs/I CBOE MEeCTO
Bo3sie 3Be3gHoro Jlyua u Meteopa. Psgom c 3tTMM  ucrmosivHOM 06a
TIpe/IBOIUTEJISI BAPYT CTa/M Ka3aThCsl MaJIeHbKUMH U ClabbIMU. JlefisiHasi IPOKb
npobexxasa 1o crnuHe OrHerpuBa, KOrjla OH TIOHsUI, KTO CTa/l HOBBIM
rpeJiBoAuTe/IeM IyieMeHu TeHel.

Ha Ckane cupgen Korots.
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