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BmecTo npoJiora

Ona xzana ero.

OTa MbIC/Ib OJHOBPEMEHHO I'peJia JyIly U BbIBOpauMBasa eé HausHaHKy. OH
TaK J0JIFO >XJaJ 3TOro...TaK MeuTaa YBUZETb eé B CBOEM Cra/bHe...TaK XOTesl
TIPUKOCHYTBCS K HEl. . ..

Ona xzana ero.

IloTroMy UuTO OH IpHKas3all.

U y Heé He Ob1710 BbIOOPA. ...

BepHee, OH He 0CTaBWJI el BbiOOpa.

Benan Hanmui cebe GoKasm BUHA U OBICTPHIMU >Ka[HBIMU TJIOTKAMU OCYIIW
ero. OH UCTIBITBIBAJI JKaXK/y, U HUKAK He MOT YTO/IUTh eé.

EMy He Tepriesioch yke ceiuyac OTIIPaBUTHCS B MOKOU U YBUZEThb eé. Maso
TOTO, MO/yunTh. EMY TIDUIIIOCH 3aKPhITh I71a3a U CZie/laTh HEeCKOBKO TTyO0KUX
B3/10X0B. EMy Heo0Xo[uM KOHTDOJb, TOJIHBIM KOHTpPO/Ib. OH He WMeeT TIpaBa
BHOBB TOTEPSATb caMoob/aziaHue.

To/bKO He CceroJiHsA HOUbIO.

He c nei.

OH [0/DKeH MoKasarh e, YTO C CEerofHsIIHero AHs BCé M3MeHUI0Ch. UTo
oH Oosbilie He OyzleT cyBaThb C Heé MBUIMHKM, UTO Terephb BCE OyaeT Tak, Kak
3axoueT OH. [Touemy? [la oueHs npocto! 1o rpaBy cusibHel1Iero!

W 1o npaBy TOro, KOro rnpeza’iu.

OH He OygeT MCTUTb. MCTST >KeHII[UHaM TO/MbKO cabble. A uMIepaTop
Benan ciabbiM uesioBekoM He Obin. LIMHWUHasi yXMbUIKa KOCHY/IAach ero ryo.
I[Tpo cnabocTk — criopHbIi Borpoc. OHa ke cTasa ero c/laboCTbi0 Ha HEKOTOPOe
BpeMs.

Eé mpenatenbcTBO OH mepexxuBeT. Cepaile 1mobomut u ycrokoutcs. OH
OoJibliie He BbIKaXKeT CBOelt mro0BU. [la 1 He Hy)KHa eli ero Jito00Bb.

OH He cTaHeT pa3bupaTbCs, uTo eii ObLJI0 OT Hero Hy>kHO. BCé 1 Tak sicHO.

Vmniepatop BeaH mocMoTpesr Ha OrpOMHbBIe Yachl Ha TPOTUBOIO/IOKHOM
cteHe. [lecsth uacoB. OHa /10/KHa OBITH y’Ke TOTOBaA.

OH npuKasan ciay>kaHKaM UCKynaTh U TIPUBECTH eé B nopsfoK. Ha Bcé npo
BCé nan fABa uaca. /lBa [JONTMX YTOMMTE/NbHBIX Yaca M OHU mpouuiv. Emé
HUKOT/]a BpeMs He TSHYJIOCh CTOJ/Ib Oe CKOHEUHO Me/IJIeHHO. . ..

MyxunHa COKan pyku B Kynakd. Celyac OH IIOCMOTPUT B IVia3a TOW,
KOTOPYIO XOTeJ Ha3BaTh JIt0OMMOM, Cy»KeHOl CBoero cep/iia. ..

Terepsb y Heé nuilib 0HO UMs1 — (haBoputka. He Goriee.



3/I0CTb U SIPOCTb CHOBA 3aK/JOKOTa/d B HeM, U OH, He C/eprKaBLIUCh,
y#apun KynakoM 1o creHe. [Ipoknstbe! Heyxenu oH oumbcs? Heykenu oHa
TaKasl ke LLIJII0Xa, KaK U [pyrye JKeHIUHbI, [IbITA0L1eCs OKOJIbLIeBaTh ero?

XOTd CTOWT IIpY3HaTh, €6 IUlaH pasUTe]bHO OTIMYalICAd OT JPYIHUX...
Be3ynpeuHsblii ryiaH 000/IbIIIeHNs, pa3pylleHHbIA CTy4aliHbIM CBU/I€TE/IEM.

Bcé! XBarut! Ilpomwtoro 6osbiiie Het! EcTh HacTosiilee, B KOTOPOM OHa
JKIeT ero B CriajbHe....

Bosnbiiie Beslad He cTan TAHYTh BpeMsl U IIIMPOKUM OBICTPBIM IIIaroM CTas
TIOJJHUMAThCSI K cebe, B UMIiepaToOpCcKue TIOKOU. Vst TI0 KOpUOpY, OH YBUeN
[IBYX C/Iy’KaHOK, KOTOPbIM MpUKa3as IOATOTOBUTH e€. BhIvifggenu Te CTpaHHO
pacTepsiHHbIMY, a y OJHOM OH JiaXkKe 3aMeTHJI CJie3bl B Iv1a3ax. UTo 3a MpokssThe!
OnHa ymyzpuiach pa3kano0oUutb Ciny>xaHOK! VIHTepecHO, UTO OHa UM paccKasasia
0 CBOel HecuaCTHOM Cyzp0e?

BcTpeua co ciy>kaHKaMu CUibHee pa3o3nuia Benana. OH cobupascsi ObITh
HE)KHBIM, HY, WIH [OYTU HE)KHbIM. ATPeCCUBHBIA CeKC OH MCII0JIb30BaJl JIMIIb B
peakux ciaydasx. Takux, Kak cerofHs gHeM.... OH 11aHUpoBasl eé noJjurvHeHue,
HO cobupascs yc/bliiaTh OT Heé CTOHbI HaCTaXKeHMUs.

Ceituac xe...

[IBepb OH pacriaxHyJs1 yapoM HOI'U.

OT myma feBylliKa, CTOsIIIlasi y OKHA, B3[IpOTHYJa, HO He obepHynack. U
cHoBa Befian MbicsieHHO cobpan Bcex 60roB B Kyuy. [lo uero >ke oHa KpacHea....

OnHa crosiia K HeMy cruHOM. OOnaueHHasi 1O ero TpuKa3ly B Oesiblii
KPY’KeBHOM TeHbI0ap, OHAa Kasasach eljé b6osee Xpymnkoi, yeM Obula Ha caMOM
nene. Ilo cpaBHeHHUIO € ero MOIIHOW (pUT'ypol BOWHA OHA BBITVIsIZieNa e/lBa Jik He
pebeHKOM-TIOIPOCTKOM.

Eé [nyvHHBIE 30/I0TUCThIe BOJIOCHI KacCKaJoM Iajajyd Ha [UleYd U CIIUHY.
ToHKMe Masblibl C CUJION CXKUMaJIY TIOJJOKOHHUK, OTUero nobsieaHenu.

BesaH 1o4yBCTBOBajsI, YTO CHOBA 3eMJid YXOAWUT y Hero Mu3-moj Hor. Tak
C/ly4asioChb BCerja, Koraa OH BUjesl eé.

— $1 oxuman, uto Thl Oyzellb B KpoBaTH, — rpy00 CKa3ajl OH U TPOIIEN B
koMHaTy. OH He OyzieT ¢ Helt HIHUKThCS. OHa MOyUrT 3a TIpeJjaTebCTBO TO, UTO
3aciyxuBaeT. ITycTb ckaxeT cmacubo, UTO He OKa3ajach B TEMHBIX IO/BajiaxX
TIOPbMBI.

— Tol..., — eé rosioc 3Byyas Tuxo. OHa Hauajsa TOBOpPUThH, HO obOopBasa
cebst. — 1 Ky BaIMX yKa3aHWM, MO UMIIEparop....

Beman cxan pyku B Kynaku. Eljé Buepa oHa obpaiijasiack K HEMY Ha «ThbI»
Y BeCeJio CMesijlaCh HaJl ero IyTKaMH.

Teneps 1151 Heé oH umrieparop. M TosbKo.

— OmmnunHo! — Bcobul Besan. OH caM He MOT OOBSICHUTH TMPUYUHY



HapacTarolero paszapaxeHusi. EMy Obl yCIOKOUTBCS, HEMHOTO TPUNTH B cebs,
HO TIPDOMCXOJU/IO BCE C TOYHOCTbIO HA0OOpOT. — Pa3jeBaiics U HauvHal
ybnakatb meHst! CkujpiBaii MeHbIOAp C COPOUKOW M HauMHAW JlacKaTh MeHsi!
Iymato, MHe He Haflo OObSICHSATD, KaKue JIaCKU JIFOOSIT My>KUMHBI?

OH He MOr He 3aMeTWUTb, KaK IOCJ/ie ero CJ0B eé HeBbICOKasi (hUrypka
cropOuack M CTasa BITTISAETb YKaTKOU U OJJUHOKOM.

Yacel OTCUUTHIBA/IA CEKYH/Ibl BEUHOCTH. . ..

HakoHel], oHa oOTOpBajia pyKM OT TMOJOKOHHMKAa WM CTaja BO3UTBHCSA C
3aBsi3KaMU Ha 111e/IKOBOM IeHbroape.

Benan 3amep mocpeivHe KOMHaThl, HabOstozmass 3a eé felictBusimu. OH
3aMeTusI, uTo eé pyku Apoxkatr. OH Obu1 Tpy0, ciuiiikoM rpyo. ... JIpoknstee! OH
)Ke cobupascsi HEMHOTO CI/IauTh CUTYyalUi0. B KoHIe KOHIIOB, OHA BCE eIé eMy
Obl1a gopora....

OH He ycrienn TpeANpUHATb HUKAKWX Ja’bHeHIIMX AedcTBUd. [leHbroap
yrnan 0e/l0CHe)KHOM KY4yKoW K HOraM JieByIlKu. [anbiiie Tioc/iefioBasia TOHKas
HUYEro He CKPbIBAOII|asi COPOYKa.

— Moii umrieparop.... C uero Bbl JKejiaeTe, YTOObI 51 Hauaa?

Y Bepana ocTaHOBU/IOCH Cep/Lie, Korja oH yBuzen smo. OH Jaxe He cpasy
oOparun BHMMaHue Ha Oe3KW3HEeHHbIe CJIOBA JIEBYIIKM U HAa 0OpeueHHOCTh, C
KOTOPOU OHAa rOBOpHJIA.

— Apus....

HeBymika obepHynach. E€ pyku meTbMyd TIOBUC/IU BOJIb OOHaXXEHHOTO
Tesia. OHa He TbITanack MPUKPBITHCA. ...He mbITanack HUYEro CKpBITh. ..

— IIpocTute MeHsi, MOl UMIIepaTop, 5 A0/KHa Oblla Bac MpeAyInpeauTh. ...

— YT0, UepT BO3bMH, 3TO 3HAYMT....

Tesio BOMHA COPOTHYJIOCh.

To, uro oH yBujen, mopaswio ero. [axke Oosbie. Cpasuio Harosall.
JIviuno nocnenHed Karii camoobmazianusi. BepHee, BBepIvio B MyUrHY Xaoca,
HeloyMeHUsi, 00/ U HeOTBPAaTUMOU yOeXIeHHOCTH, UTO OH UTO-TO YMYCTHII,
YTO-TO He MOHSJI. .. YTO HAaTBOPWUJI HETTOIIPaBUMOTIO. . ..

CrivHa, ©Oefpa, Tpygb U JKUBOT  [JIeBYIIKA ObUIM  TOKPBITHI
MHOTOYMC/IEHHBIMU LIpaMaMU OT yJapOB IJIETbIO U «UTPbI» HOXKOM. . ..

— Bb1, umMniepaTopsl, ymeeTe JIFOOUTh. ...



['maBa 1

Apusi mrobuia HOUb 10 TOM TIPOCTOM MPUUKHE, UTO 3a HeM Bcerja HacTyIiasl
paccBeT. A paccBeT, KaK U3BEeCTHO, aCCOLIMMPOBA/ICS C Hajle)K[0M, C HayajioM
HOBOM KH3HHM, C BEpOU B MpeKpacHoe Oyayliee.

Ho ceituac, MoO&XUBIIKMCh OT TIpOX/afibl, Apusi TMOHs/Ia, YTO CI/IyIWJIA.
Korma Havanu CIyckaTbCs CyMepKH, OHa pelldjia HeMHOTO TMpOTry/siThCs.
[TnaHnupoBanack MpPOTy/Ka /0 HeOOJBIIION peukH, MpoTeKarollell uepe3 KBapTasl
OT TOTO /IOMa, B KOTOPOM TOCe/IN/Iach JieByiika. M Bcé Obl MpoIio, Kak Apusi U
TJIaHUpOBasa, ecid Obl OHa CiayvaliHO He HaOpesla Ha KpacuBylo OecefiKy,
3aTepsIBIIYIOCS Cpeu JIepeBbeB M KYyCTAapHUKOB, 0OraTto MoCa)keHHBIX BJIOJIb
peku. CHauasia Apus XoTesla YUTH, MaJio Jid KTO MOXKeT HaXOAUThbCSI BHYTPH, HO
TIpUB/IeUeHHas WMCKYCHOM pe3b00i M KpacoTaMd BbIPE3aHHOTO JiepeBa, OHa
pellijia PUCKHYTh M 3arisHyna B Oecenky. Tam HUKOro He oOKa3amach. U
JleByIllKa, TIpMCeB Ha CKaMblO, caMa He 3aMeTW/ia, KaK 3a/ipeMasia Ha CBekeM
BO3JyXe.

[TpocHynach OHa OT TOTO, UTO CTajia 3aMep3aTh. BCkourB Ha HOTH, MOHSIA,
YTO TIpOCrajia He OAMH 4Yac U ceMuac yxe riybokas HOUb. A, KaK WU3BECTHO,
OpoUTh 110 HOUHOMY, K TOMY >Ke, He3HAaKOMOMY ropojy, He 6e3oracHo. I Apus,
3aKyTaBIIMCh TJIOTHee B IIall] U HAaKMHYB Ha TOJIOBY KarlOIIOH, TIOCIIelinsia
JTOMOU.

Omna pyrasna cebst ocieTHIMU CJIOBaMH. YMYAPUTLCSA YCHYTh Ha ynuiie! [1a
C Hel MOIJI0 CAyuuThCA uTO yroaHo! W HamajeHue rpabuTenedl — He CcaMbId
Xy BapuaHTt! [leHer y Heé ¢ coboii He ObLIO, Kak M /IparoljeHHOCTeH, OHa
Obl OTZIe/1a/1aCh UCTTYTOM, U TOJBKO.

Ho ecTb Te, uTO MOCTpalliHee TpabuTesNeH. . ..

Apusi yckopusia IIar ¥ CBepHYy/Ja B Tepey/oK, KOria yc/bllliazia THUX0e
peiuaHve. OHa B Yy)Kace 3amepsia. BOT, KakeTcs, ¥ CJAy4wIioCb YTO-TO
No/IXOAsiIlee TIOf, Ofpejle/ieHde «HapBa/jiaChb Ha HENpPUSTHOCTW». [leByllikKa
CITIOTHY/IA TIOACTYIMBIIMKM K TOPJly KOM U TOCTapajiach OIpefe/uTh, OTKy/a
VMEHHO JIOHOCUTCS pbluaHWe W KTO MOT pbluaTh. Kak Ha3/l10 Tmepey/nok He
OCBeIIa/ICs, eJUHCTBeHHbIN (hOHAph HAXOJU/ICS B KOHI[E Y/IMI[bI, a y/vila Oblia
OuUeHb JINHHOM. . ..

Ha MasieHbKUi 111a)KOK CHOBa OTBETU/IM pblYaHUEM.

— bappa, He TporaTh! — XpHUILIbIM IO/I0C pa3faacs U3 TEMHOTHI, U HU C UeM
HecpaBHHUMOe objierueHue 3aTormuio ApUi0. 3HAUWT, y COOaKU eCTh XO35IMH, OH
celiuac TIpUCTPYHUT >KUBOTHOE, U OHa CITIOKOWMHO CMOXKEeT MPOZAO/DKUTh MyTh.



Eé 1om Kak pa3 HaXxO[W/ICsl B CAaMOM KOHL[e Y/IULIBL. ...

— Y06epure, moxamyicra, cobaKy, — TUXHM B3BOJIHOBAaHHBIM T0OJI0COM
rioripocusna Apusi.

B oTBeT pa3jancsi CMeIIOoK C HeMaJjiol [jo/iel UDOHHUHU.

— Kparisi, ¢ uero ThI perusa, yTo 3T0 cobaka?

Bot Tenepb ApHI0 CKOBaJl HacTosIMM y»Kac. B cromuiie Appo obpaiijeHue
«KpaJisi» 03HauajJo OAHO — [JOCTyINHas JBOpoBasi JAeBka. Eé mnpuHsimm 3a
TIPOCTUTYTKY, KOTOPOM ceryac 3a/iepyT MO0 U....

— He...He cobaka? — 3a/1ajla OHa IepBbIi MPUILIEAIINNA B TOJIOBY BOMPOC
JULIL s TOTO, 4TOOBI TIOTSAHYTH BpeMsi. Y Heé ocTaBajachb KpollleuHas
HaJieXX/la, UYTO MPOU30MAET UYTO-TO Takoe, YTO CMOKET OTB/€Ub MY>KUMHY OT
MbIC/Iel 00 U3HACUIOBAHUMU.

OnHa He Bujena ero. TeMHOTa TOJIHOCTBIO CKpbIBajia He3HAKOMI]a U €ro
)KUBOTHOe. Apusi 10 CUX TIOpP He MOIJIa MOHSATh, Tje OHU CTOSIT, IO9TOMY 3amepJia
Ha MecTe. bexxatb He uMesno cmbicia. OT cobaku, WM OT Koro Obl TO HU ObIIO,
He ybexxuilib. U eli He x0Tesnioch OBITH MOKYCAHHOM, Gosiee TOTO, U3yBeUEHHOM
K/IbIKaMH.

My>KuMHa CHOBa YCMEXHY/ICS, Ha 9TOT pa3 ero CMeIloK pa3zascsi O/n3Ko,
oueHb 6/3k0 oT Apuu. K Tomy ke, eli Hauasio Ka3aTbCsi, YTO OHA UYBCTBYeT Ha
cebe uykoe abixaHue. OHa TOHMMAra, YTO y Heé pasbIrpajioch BoobpakeHUe,
YTO y CTpaxa I7a3a BeJIMKU, HO HU4Yero He mMorvia ¢ coboii mozenars.

Kak rmyno ona rorana....

— Hert, y MeHs1 ipeKpacHbIi MOPOAUCTBIN MUP/I.

Apusi He TipeACTaB/IsIa, KaK el y[anoch ciep>KaTb CTOH oT4assHus. Eil emé
He TIPUBOAWIOCH BHUJETb MHUP/OB, HO TMPO 3TUX >KUBOTHBIX OHA Oblia
HacsiblaHa. Kpbutatele co0aky, BbIBeJjleHHbIE CIELUaabHO [ijii BOEHHbIX
nevictBuil. be3yrnpeunsie youiiibl. Miijeliku, KOTOPbIM HET paBHBIX CPeU JItofie.

— §1...paza 3a Bac, — CHOBa C 3allMHKOW OTBeTW/Ia OHAa. Apus creluaabHO
oOpailjasiacb K HEMy Ha «BbI» U YUTUBO B Hafle)K[ie Ha TO, UTO He3HAKOMeI]
TIOVMET, UTO OHA HE OTHOCUTCS K KPaJIsIM.

Ho ero nocnenyroniye cioBa pa3Besiid BCSIKYIO HaZlexXay.

— 51 Toxke pap 3a cebsi, — MOC/IBIIIAJICS 1IOPOX OfeXbl. — JlaBaii He Oyzem
TepsiTb BpeMeHU 3psi. Tbl CMMIaTMYHA Ha MOPAALLKY, W 51 XO4y yBUJETb, UTO
HaxoAuTcs y Tebs mop ryamiom. PacmaxHu ero, U ecjii MeHsI BCE YCTPOUT, MbI
JIOTOBOPUMCS O LIeHe.

Apusi UHTYUTUBHO TMOJAHSUIA DYKy U CU/JbHEe CKaja TMOo/bl IUlalja B
ocHOBaHUU ropsia. Eé Teso coTpsicasio OT CUIBHOM APOXKU, KOTOPYHO OHA He B
COCTOSIHUU Obl/ia YHSITh.

— Munop, Bbl OIIUO/KCE. ..



— [Inam!

Ot B/1aCTHOTO TOHA HE3HAKOMLIa, Apus B3ApOrHysa. [Jo 3Toro OH roBopui C
VPOHUEH, HO MSTKO, TOUHO C 3abmynuBiimMcst auTs. Ceituac xe....Ceituac e oT
€ro TOHa Cpa3y ke 3axX0Tej0Ch yIacTb Ha KOJIeHUW U YMOJSTh MPOCTUTH 3a BCe
HeCOBepLLeHHbIe TTPOCTYTKH.

— ITocnytuaiire, st 3a6/yAUIach U....

Apusi He [OroBOpwW/Ia, BCKPUKHY/IA, KOrJla OJHOBPEMEHHO yBH/esa, KakK B
HOUM BCITBIXUBAIOT SIDKMUM CBETOM /iBe Mapbl KpacHbIX I7a3. [Ipo muctuyeckue
CBOMCTBa HEKOTOPBIX >XUTe/er [ajeKOd UMIEePUr OHa TOo)Ke Cjblana....OnHa
rapa I7ia3 CMOTpeJsia Ha Heé C BBICOTHI, MIPeBbILIaloLel CpeHUM YesioBeue CKUM
POCT, UTO TIO3BOJIU/I0O ApUUM CZie/iaTh BBIBOZ, UTO He3HaKOMel] ObLT BBICOKHM.
BTropasi HaxoAW/Iach Ha ypOBHE eé Ta/liu, a 3TO 03Ha4yaslo, YTO MUPJ, — MOLLHOe
JKWBOTHOE.

W oHa oTBaXKu/1ach C TAKUMU CIIOPHUTb. ..

Eé cepaie rotoBo ObUIO pa3opBaThCsi OT WCIyra. Apusi MOHUMasa, UTO
ocoboro BeiOOpa y Heé HeT, U el TPUIETCS TOJUMHUTLCA. Kakasi MUpOHUS
cynb0b1!  BBITh M3HACW/IOBAaHHOW B CTOMMIlE [la/ieKOW UMIepUH, TIjle OHa
cobupasnack Ha4aTb HOBYIO >KU3Hb.

Ha wMrHoBeHWe oHa mpuKpbiia ma3a. OT cygpObl He yijelb, He
CTIpsivellibCs 32 MOpeM, He W3MeHMIllb Ha 4uyxOuHe.... OTuasHUe OXBaTHJIO
Apuito, U Ha IJ1a3aX HaBepPHY/IUCh CJie3bl.

OHa He BHe/la HE3HAKOMLIA, HO TOT OTJIMYHO BUZen eé. OHa omnycTuia
TOJIOBY, UTOObI He BbIKa3aTh C/JabOCTH, U TIOCIYIIHO pa3Bsizajla TeCeMKU Ha
Tiatte.

Hazio 66110 oCcTaThCst I0Ma, a MPOTY/IKY C BeUepHUX 3aMeHUTDb Ha IHEeBHBIE.

Corkanetsb 6b110 1103AHO. UTO c/ienaHo, ToO cienaHo.

E¥l mokasasoch, UTO MY)KUMHA Pe3KO BBIJOXHYJ BO3[yX U3 TPyAU CKBO3b
CKatble 3yObl, KOr/la OHAa pacraxHy’ia Tiar.

— CKOJIBKO XOuelllb 38 HOYb? — Telepb ero rojioC CHOBa CTajl XPUIUIbIM, C
TIpU/bIXaHHUEM.

Apusi MOHsA/IA, YTO HE3HAKOMLy TMOHPaBWIOCh TO, YTO OH yBHZesn. bosee
TOTO, Ka)XKeTCsl, TOT BO30OyAWICs, U oueHb ObICTPO. A 3TO ObLIO MJIOXO i Heé.
3HauuT, OyzeT rpyObIM.

— Ornyctute MeHs...f goMmou cremly..., — cJenaja OHAa MOC/IEeJHIOO
NonbITKy. E€ c/1oBa mpo3Bydasny TUXO U XKaJjlKo.

My>KuriHa OTBeTU/1 He Cpasy.

— TMocnyuaii... Sl He 06wy Tebsi. He 3Hato, moueMy Thl OTpPHIl@elllb CBOIO
TIPUHA/J/IEXXHOCTh K KpassiM, 3TO TBOE fieso...Hu ofHa nopsimouHas feByllika He
OyzeT TyasTh TO TeMHBIM Tiepeylkam ropofia 0e3 compoBoXaeHus, 0Oe3



oxpaHhl... Ml Mol coBeT — He BpU. He CTOUT, — may3a oOKa3ajach yrHeTarolleu. —
['me TBoM mom? Xors....Ha3biBail 1ileHY, Mbl yIIPaBUMCS 371€Ch.

OH BO3bMeT eé B TIOZIBOPOTHE.

OTa MbIC/b pacKaJeHHbIM >Keje30M TIPOHMKIa B MO3r ApuU, HO OHa
TipuKkasana cebe He iymMaTb O TOM, UTO Ceifuac JO/DKHO OyZieT pOr30MTH.

— Bar mupy,. ..
— OH He Jl0/KeH Tebsi cMy1IaTh!
He AyMmars. .. IIpocto He AyMmars. ...Huuero He

YyBCTBOBATb. ...3a0bITh. ...[IpoCTO 3a0BITh. ...

OHa XOTesla CKa3aTh, UTO el He HYXKHBI JeHbru. To, UTOo OH coOWpascs
ceryac C Hel CJjenaThb — HeJlb3s1 KyIIUTb.

Apuisi TOUYBCTBOBAJIA Uy)KOe JbIXaHHe Ha Tjiede. 3HAUMT, MY>KUMHA PSIZIOM.
Ero crioco6HOCTh [BUTATHCS OECIIyMHO eIlé CUIbHee Harpsiia JeBymiky. To,
YTO OH TMPHWHAJJIeXa/l K BBICOKOPOJHBIM TOCIIOZIAM, OHA He COMHeBasach.
B03MO)KHOCTb UMETb MUP/Ia — JJOPOTO CTOWJIO.

Cetliuac OH 3afiepeT MO0/ TI/IaThs U. ...

HeoXxu1laHHO BCIIBIXHY/IO T/IaMsi, 03apuB HOYHOe Hebo. CTano cBeT/o, Kak
nHeM. Apus la)ke CHauajla He TIOHsi/Ia, YTo rpou3olnuio. OHa CheXKuaach, TOUHO
B OKHW/IaHWUM yJapa, W JIMIIb Yepe3 MTHOBeHHWe oOparwia BHUMaHUE, UTO 3TO
«BCIIBIXHY/I0» He0O.

— IIpoknsTee! bapaa, Kk ¢yoTy! — ckoMaH10Ba/l My>KUMHa PE3KUM TOJI0OCOM.
On Haxozmuncs Kyza Omke, ueM Apusi Morjia MpeAarnosiokuTb. OH CTOsIT 3a
CIIMHOM, ¥ ey ObI OHA TMOKauyHy/lach, TO OKa3asach MPWXKATOM K ero rpyau. U
Ha/I0 3aMeTHTh, OUeHb MOII[HOMW TPY/H.

Apus HaMepeHHO He CMOTpejia eMy B JIMLIO U IpATana CBoé. Iymo u
HaWBHO, JIFOJ[H, UMEFOIIie BO3MOKHOCTb MEHSITb CBOW eCTeCTBEHHBIN IIBeT TJia3
Ha KpacHbIM, MOIIA BH/IETh B TEMHOTe, KakK mpu cBeTe AHA. OH OTJIMYHO
paccMoTpest eé, ¥ TIpY KeJlaHWW, HUJero He ymycTwi. Ho oHa He XoTesia BUJIETh
HEeCOCTOSIBIIIEroCst HaCWIbHUKA. I1yCTh HUleT CBOMM IyTéM....To, uTo OH celiuac
yileT, OHa y)Ke He COMHeBasiach. Pa3 oH oTmpaBwi mMupza K ¢uioTy, TO U cam
ToC/IeiyeT 3a HUM.

3aropeJicsi ofvH U3 Kopabsieit uMrieparopckoro ¢uiora. [lnamsi 661710 BUJHO
u3fianieka. Apusi He >Kesajia HUKOMY 3713, U HajlessiaCh, YTO HUKTO U3 CJTy’KallUux
He TIOCTpajZiaeT, HO OHa HeCKa3aHHO 00pajioBajiaCh, UTO celyac OKaKeTcs
CBOOO/HOIA.

My>KuriHa CXBaTHUJI eé 3a PYKy U C CUJION JIepHY/T Ha ce0sl.

— CKa)Kd B KaKOM «/IOMe» TeDsT UCKaTh, ¥ Uepe3 Tiapy YaCOB MbI ITPOIOJDKUM
TO, UTO Haya/iu! — OH TOBOPHWJI Tak, TOYHO He TepIie/T HeTIOBUHOBEHUS M OTKa3a.

Apusi ¢ pajjocTbio ObI Ha3Baja ajipec Jr00ro MmyoJUYHOrO ZloMa, eCu Obl



x0T OBl TIpUO/IM3UTENBFHO 3Haja, TAe OHU pacrosararorcsa. OHa 1oj03peBarna,
yTO /151 Kpaser Obln BblZle/ieH CIielvaibHbIM KBapTan. Tak, Mo KpaliHel mepe,
ObII0 B APYTMX KPYMHBIX TOpO/iax.

OHa HUuero He ycriesia OTBeTUTh, My>KUHMHA 3arOBOPUJT BHOBb.

— He 3Haro, rioueMy s TipuBsizasics K Tebe, HO s1 xouy Tebsi. VimeHHO Tebs 1
CcerofiHs. 3a YIVIOM pacriosiaraeTcsi TpakTup «CeMb J0pOr», >KAW MEHS TaM.
Ckakelllb XO35IMHY, UTO XZelllb yesoBeka ¢ bapgou. Bcé, ctynaii.

Apusi He ycriesia I7la30M MOPTHYTb, KaK OH BCYUH/I el B PYKy HeOOMbIIIOH
MellIoueK C TO3BSIKMBAIOIMMUA MOHEeTaMH U TOJIKHY/I B HallpaB/ieHWY TPaKTUpa, a
caM paCTBOPHJICS B TTO/IBOPOTHSIX.

[eBylika He cpa3y IOHs/la, YTO €€ OTMYCTWIW, U UTO OHA OTZesanach
HeOosbIMM  ucryroM. Korga kpymHast ¢urypa MY)KUMHBI OKOHYATeIbHO
CKpbL/IaCh U3 BUJy, OHA C obOieryeHreM B3/I0XHY/Ia U [IOCMOTpeJIa Ha MeIlovek C
nenbramu. OHa JlaXke He CTajla CMOTPeTb BO CKOJIbKO He3HaKOMel] TOTOB ObLI
OLIeHUTb eé yC/IyTH.

[TpocTo pa3kana Maablibl U MeIIOYeK, 3BAKHYB MOHeTaMM, yIaj Ha
3eMJIIO. . .

Tak OygeT nyuitie.

EcTecTBeHHO, OHa He coOWpasach WATH HU B Kakod TpakTtup. [Jomoi u
TOJIbKO ZioMoW. Ho caenaB € [eCSTOK I11aroB IO HarpaBleHUIO0 K ZoMy, Apusi
3amepsia. C He3HaKOMIIeM ObIT MUPJ, @ 3TOMY >XMBOTHOMY He COCTaBUT Tpy/a
HaWTH, TJe OHa NpokuBaeT. [leBylllKa HaxMypwuiachb. IHTyULIUsS peJKo Korja eé
MO/IBOAW/IM, U celiuac OHa TOBOPWJA €M, UTO HalpsiMylO [OMOM UATU Hesb3sl.
Heo6xo/1¥Mo 3amyTaTh ciefibl. A Kak Jydllle 3TO C/ie/laTh, YTOObI MUP/] [IOTEPSIT
cien?

BepHyTbCs K BOjle, K peuke.

[Toxxap noTyimmau 6eicTpo. B3opBanuck 60uku ¢ mopoxom. CHavasna Benan
pelLlnI, UYTO 3TO ObLI YMBIIIJIEHHbIN TIOAPLIB, HO OBICTPO OIIEHUB CUTYaIUIo,
TIPUILIEN K BBIBOJY, UTO BMHOBAaTa XajaTHOCTh MaTpocoB. OTAaB pacropspkeHUe
BO BCeM pa300paTbCsl ¥ HaKa3aTh BUHOBHBIX, OH CITYCTHUJICS C Tparia.

Bapia TepriesiiBo o)Xkujana ero, roJjioKMB MOpZY Ha 3eMJ/It0, BCEM CBOUM
BU/IOM TIOKa3bIBasi, UTO el CKyyHo. Mo, OKuJanoCh pasBjieueHHe, a HUUEeTo
VMHTEpeCcHOro TaK M He TMpou3ouuio. Mwupj [aBHO pBascsi TopaboTars,
TI0yYacTBOBATh B JIpake, pa3biCKaTh KOTO-TO, HO U3-3a MOJyYeHHOUN TpaBMHbI B
OUTBe B ropax, BEIHYXK/IeH ObL/ 3a/1ep>KaThCs B CTOJIHILIE.



Bezan rotpenan cobaky 1o TroJioBe.

— Yto npuroproHusiacs? Iomum.

OH 00U BLITY/IMBAaTh €€ HOUbK, AHEM ObLIO CIMILKOM MHOTO Ziesl U
XJIONOT. BefaH 4yBCTBOBad, 4TO eMy HeoOXoiuMa paspsijka. JTO UYBCTBO
BO3HUKJIO Y Hero, Korja OH ellé HaxOAu/ICA BO [BOpLie, U 0 Mepe IpPOTeKaHUs
HOYH, OHO TOJIBKO YCU/IUBAJIOCh.

Huuto He MOXeT JjaTh CTO/b ObICTpOro 0bieryeHus, 4em CeKc.

Henento Ha3a/ OH BbITHA/ CBOK) MOCTOSIHHYHO JIFOOOBHUITY, U TIOKa HUKOTO
He orpefle/iMa Ha pOJib HOBOM (paBOpUTKU. A cekcoM BejaH mnpeamouuTtan
3aHUMAaTbCs e)kefHeBHO. [103ToMy ObLT JbSIBOJILCKU TOMOAHBIM. OT OfHOMU
MBICJTU O >KeHCKOU TIJIOTH ero 4jieH cpearupoBas U BO30yauIcs.

TyT OH BCIIOMHWJI O [JeBYOHKE, C KOTOPOW CTOJIKHYJ/ICS B ITOABOPOTHe. Besjan
He ObuT FOOUTeNIeM KypPTH3aHOK, HO B JJaHHOM CJiydyae OHa eMy TIPUI/ISTHY/Iach.
CuMmnarvyHasi MopJallka ¥ (urypka OuyeHb Jake HUUero, Xpyrmkas, HO C
OKDYIJIOCTSIMA B Te€X MecTaX, KOTOpble oH ocobeHHO /irobun. OH He oracancs,
yTo OHa MOXeT ObIThb 3apa3Hoi. Mupabl o6najanu  yAUBUTETBHBIMU
CMOCOOHOCTSIMU pacrio3HaBaTh B JHOSAX UH(EKIUH.

[TosTOMY OH HaripaBW/ICs B TaBepHy «CeMb J0por»....

Benan Obl1 He TIPOCTO IIOKUPOBAaH, OH ObLT B30ellleH, KOTZA y3Has, uTo
JIeBUOHKA /layke He T0fBJI/IaCh Ha Iopore TaBepHbl. OHa mocMesia OC/IyLIaTbCs
ero! EI'O! Bo3mokHO, OHa 1 He y3Hasa, KTO Tepesi Hel CTOWUT, HO BCEé PaBHO OH
3ariaTU [JOCTaTOuHO, UTOOBI OHa TOHsIA, uTo OH Oyzder ujeap! TIpoknsiThe!
Bri1o 3azieTo ero camosntobue.

EMy oTKasasa Kakas-TO JBOpOBas /eBKa, KOTOPYH0, BO3MOXXHO, HOUBIO MMeJI
He oJvH MYXUK! Besan okan pyku B Kynaku. [psub! Hy Hudero....OH HangeT
eé u Torza....

Hert, oH He OyzneT uMmeTh eé, nmeperopesn. Ho 10CTyrHO 0OBSICHUT, UTO KOTZA
TOCTIOJIUH TUIaTUT IeHbI'M U TOBOPUT, UTOOBI €ro »K/a/iv B Orpe/ie/ieHHOM MecTe,
TO Ha/J0 CJIYLLATLCS Y VCTIO/IHATH TIPUKa3aHUsl.

— bappa, B34Th Cien!

Mwupg, rioHsi1 ero 6e3 MUIIIHUX YKa3aHUU.

KakoBo ke Obu1o yguBneHue BenaHa, korna Bapza mocie momy4acoBOro
TUTyTaHUsI 10 KBapTasly, TJie OH CTOJIKHYJICSI C XPYITKOW OJIOHJUHKOM, MprBesa ero
K peuke U YTKHY/acb HOCOM B He0Oobliol MocTUK. [ToToM mopHsia Mopay U
yKasasa Ha BoZy. MoJi, X0351MH, U3BUHY, HO TYT CJIeJ] [IpepbiBaeTCH. . ..

Besan 3aymMurBO IOBepTe/sl B PyKax MeIIOueK C 30/I0TbIMU MOHeTaMmH,
KOTOpble OH [ajq JIeBUOHKe U KOTOpPbIM OHU OOHapy>KWiu UyTh paHee,
OpollIeHHLIM Ha 3eMJIe.

Yo X....



WmmnepaTop He 06U/, KOT/la UM npeHeOperasny.



I'naBa 2

YTpom Apus npocHysnach C TpyAoM. Bcé Teso jioMano OT HeOMOraHus U
»apa. Koe-kak BCTaB c KpoBaru, oHa Jjo0pasiach /10 KyBIIMHA C BOJOW U »KaZHO
MIpUHSJIaCh TUTh. 10, 4TO oHa 3abosena, TPUPABHUBAIOCH K MaseHbKOM
karactpode. OHa Zja)xe He CMOXKET TIPUIIacUTh Bpaya! JIvaH npueieT TOIBKO Ha
Celyrolleld Hezlesie, a ero uejioBeK JO0J/DKeH MPUWTH K Hel 3aBTpa. B mome He
ObLIO HU JIeKapCTBEHHBIX TPaB, HU MUKCTYD.

Ha ppokalmx Horax U Onupasicb O CTeHy, Apusi Koe-Kak CIIyCTW/Iach Ha
TIepBbIf 3Ta)K CBOEr0 HOBOTO ZioMa U To0pesia Ha KyXHI0. VIMEHHO cerofiHsi OHa
HaMepuBajiaCb  3aHATbCA  IIOMCKaMU  Kyxapku.  Temepb — mipujercs
JIOBOJIbCTBOBAThCSI TEM, UTO €CTh. A ObLJI0O MOJIOKO Y MUPOT C oBoijamMu. ECTh He
XOTe/IoCh, HO Apus 3anvxana B cebs KPY)KKYy MOJOKa U HebOoJbIIoNW KyCoK
nupora. Ec/iv oHa xoueT BCTaTh Ha HOTH, el HeOOXO[UMbI CUJIBI.

Eé matano u Opocaso u3 CTOpOHBI B CTOpOHY. Horu ppoxanu u
OTKa3bIBaUCh UATHU. To/bKO OBl He YTacTh MPSIMO Ha KyXHE....

Ona noHuMara, uTo 3abosena, Korjia Buepa Bo3Bpaillajiachk A0Moi. UToObI
CKPBITh C/1e/ibl M 3allyTaTb MUpPZA, OHa BOILIA B BOAY U IIOLLIA [10 CAMOMY Kpato
peKH, CTapasCb He ynacTb W He BBIMTHM M3 BOAbl. EM 0CTaBasoCh TOJIBKO
Pa/loBaThCs, UTO Peuyka C Kparo Obula He TyOOKOW.... Apusi TOHMMasa, 4YTo
PUCKOBaJIa, Uil HOUYbIO TI0 He3HAKOMOMY BOZIOeMY, HO Y Heé He Obli0 0c060r0
BbiOOpa. Eif Hago Ob110, uTOOBI MUP/, He B3sUT C/efa. . ..

Ona pyxHyna 6e3 mamsiTv, Koraa gobpasack 70 TOCTe/Nd UM OYHY/IAch OT
OLIYII[eHUST TOTO, UYTO KTO-TO BIa)KHOU TPSIMIKON 00TUpaeT el 100.

— ['me >xe BbI Tak MPOCTYAU/INCH, TOCIIOXKA?

®pen, yenoBek JlvaHa, cujien OKOIO KpOBaTH ApPUU U IPYCTHO Y/bIOAsICS.

— IIpusert, @pep....

— l'ocrioxka, y Bac xap!

— Ma, g 3Hato... [Ipurnacy Bpaya, noxamayucra...

— Tocnoka Apws, Jjiekapb NPUXOAM/I K BaM, elé Buepa.., — MOJIOAOU
YeJ/IOBeK TPYCTHO y/bIOHY/ICs. — Bbl Obu11 B OecriamMsITCTBe.

— Boru....1 CKOMBKO HeU 51 BOT Tak IPOXJIaXAatch? — Apusi nocrapanach
YIBIOHYTHCSI B OTBET.

— YKe TpU JHs.

— Huuero He rioMHIO.. ..

Apusi 6ecCU/IbHO OMyCTW/IA TOJIOBY HAa MOAYIIKY W TIPUKpbUIa ma3a. Cun
pa3roBaprBaTh U 111€BeUThCS elé He Obu1o. Huuero He ckaxkelllb, JOPOTO eif



o0oli/1ack HOUHas TPOTYJIKa.

— Bam npornvcanu oTBap M3 TpaB, JaBauTe BbillbeM, — Dpel; yCITyKIUBO
TIOJJHEC MUCKY K T'y0am [1eBYIIIKU.

Ta MOCIYyILIHO BbINMW/IA OTBPaTUTE/bHBIM Ha BKYC OTBap, MOMOPLIWAIACh U
VIPOHUYHO CKa3sasa:

— I'ne cobupanuck 3T TpaBel? Ha 60n0Tax?

— He npuBepegHuuarite, rocrioxxa. Bpau yTBepXzaeT, UTO KakK TOJBbKO Bbl
BbITIbETe TIOJTHOCTBIO OTBap, — Ppe/ moKasas MoayInyCcToi HeOobIol rpaduH, —
TO Cpasy ke BCTaHeTe Ha HOTU.

— [TocmoTpum....

Apusi CHOBa MpoOBa/iuach B TyOOKUM COH, a KOrfa Tpwuiiljia B cebs B
CeyXOLIWA pa3, TO TMOUyBCTBOBaja, YTO €l 3HAuWTe/bHO Jerve. B cnanbHe
KpoMe Heé HUKOTO He Obl1o. OHa OCTOPOXKHO CITyCTW/a HOTM C KpPOBAaTh U
oOparuia BHUMaHue, YTO OHU He JIPOXKar.

Xopoliiee Haya’so.

Yepe3 napy uacoB Apusi CHZe/la Ha BepaHZe [oMa M TOMNvBaja TOpsSYdd
LII0KO/aZl, KOTOpbIM MPUrOTOBWIA el HaHATas Ppenom, Kyxapka W3ospga.
Buaumo ®pefi, oObIB y Heé JieHb, U3T0JI0ajiCs U Pl 3aHSITbCS MOMCKaMU
KyXapKu caM. Apusi oCTanach /JOBO/bHa ero BbibopoM. M30s/bja Tipon3sBesna Ha
Apuio BrieyaT/ieHWe TOpsJJOYHOM >KeHILWMHbL. bynyunm BAoBOM M He wumesi
JeTUllleK, OHa TIOJIHOCThIO TIOCBSITW/IA Cebs JrobuMoMy [ely, a WMEHHO,
TIPUTOTOBJIEHUIO TTULL[H.

— Bbl y)K mpocTtuTe MOE u3MMIlIHEe JIOOOMBITCTBO, TOCTIOXKa ApUs, —
W3onpga mocTraBula Ha IUIETEHHBIM CTOMMK IIOAHOC C MOAPYMSHEHHBbIMHU
MMPOramMu, — HO MUopZ, PpeJi MPOrOBOPUIICS, UTO Bbl [IOMOJIB/IEHBI. ..

[Tpu ynmoMuHaHUU O >KeHuxe, Apusi yIbIOHY/IaCh.

— Ha, V3onbaa, MoM eHUX [IO/DKeH MpUOBITE B Appo Ha AHsX. XKay He
[IOXKAYCh ero Ipuesza.

— OH OyzeT XuTh C BaMU? — TeHb HeJJOBO/ILCTBA MPOMeJIbKHY/IA Ha JIULe
KyXapKH.

Apusi ToOHsiZIa, YTO WMEHHO uMena B BuAy MWM3onmpga v mocremdsna
YCIIOKOUTD >KEHLL[HHY.

— Het, uro Bbl. JluaH BpeMeHHO apeHjyeT xuiabe. OH TOXe XOTes
npuobpecTy mnomecThbe B Appo, HO, MOCOBEIABIINCh, Mbl DEeIIWId, UTO HaM
BIIO/ITHE XBAaTUT U OAHOro foma, M3osmbaa. Mel C HUM JIHOAW TIPOCThIE, XKUTh
OyzieM Tak ke CKDOMHO, IPUB/IEKaTh BHUMaHUe HaM HU K Uemy.

Ha mosiHOM Juiie KyxapKu MOSIBU/IAcCh OBOJIbHAs Y/bIOKa.

— OHu, 310 Xe 3ameyaresibHO! BbI 3HaeTe, BbI YK elé pa3 U3BUHUTE MeHS,
HO s Cpasy IoiyMasia, 4TO Heroke MOJIO[OM [eByLIKe XUTb OLHOM. Mano



YTO...JTO S TOBOPIO BaM, Kak >KeHILUHA, FOJAIasCsl BAM B MaTepu.

Apusi cienana emié oAuH HeOOMBIION IJIOTOK IIIOKO/IaJla M IOCTapanach
CKPBITh JIeTKoe pa3ouapoBaHue. OHa Oblsla He Mpoub 0OMOJIBUTBLCS TTAapOM CJIOB
CO C/TYXKAIlIUMU Y Heé JIFoIbMH, HO BEeCTH JIoBepUTe/IbHbIe Oecebl ObIIO He B eé
npaBu/Iax. Apus TIpeAriouvrasna yeauHeHWe. Eif HMU K deMy ObIIM JIUIIIHME
pPacCrpochl.

— W3onmpga, dpen obcyaun ¢ BaMM yciaoBUS paboThI? — OHa pelua
CMEHUTh TEMY.

JKeHI1MHa Cpa3y ke 3aHepBHUYAJIA.

— $, HaBepHOe, 4TO-TO He TO CKas3aja, — JOrajanacb OHa U HEpPBHO
3aTepebu/ia mepeJHUK Ha IIPOCTOM CEPOM TilaThe. — BbI He cepuaiiTe, TOCIIOXKa, 51
cama Mopou He 3Har0, YTO TOBOPIO U 3a4eM I'OBOPHO. ..

— W3osnbaa, faBaiiTe C BaMu JOTOBOPUMCS O CJie[yroiieM. S mpearnoymTaro
ye/JUHEeHHBIM 00pa3 KWU3HW, W X0uy, uTOObI Bbl MPUXOAW/IA KO MHE B JIOM B
TIePBYIO MOJIOBUHY AHS. BbI OyzeTe roTOBUTH U yOMPAThCs, TO €CTh BHITIO/HATD
Te paboThI, 3a KOTOpBIe s BaMm Oyay miatuth. Ha 3ToM BCE.

Apusi crapasach TOBOPUTb MSTKO, He CypOBO, el He XOTeloCh 00u/eTh
JKeHIIHY. BO3MO)KHO, TOM CBOMCTBEHHA TOBOP/IMBOCTh, U MIPOKUBAs O/HA, €1 He
XBaTaeT O0IIeHMs.

— KoHeuHO, KOHEUHO, — MOCTIelIWIa COIVIACUThCA C HeM Kyxapka. — byny
JlesiaTh BCE, KaK BaM YrOJHO.

— Criacub6o0.

Apusi TIpUKpbLIa I/la3a, JaBasi IIOHSTb, UTO PAa3roBOP OKOHYeH. J[leHb
BBbIZIAJICS COJTHEUHBIM, M XOTsS YK€ Beuepesio, BCE PABHO eIé MOXXHO ObLIO
TIOrPeTHCSA MO/ TeIJIbIMU JIyyaMHu COJTHLIA.

[Tpoiyio He MeHbIle Tlapbl MUHYT, KOIZla TOC/BIIIA/JIOCh PoOKoe
roKalliMBaHve. Apus OTKpbUIA IVia3a U yBUzesa, uro M3o/bga BCE 3TO Bpems
TMPOA0JKala HaXOAUTLCS Ha BepaHe.

— W3onbpa, uto-To emé? — Apusa obparvia BHHMaHWe, UTO KyXapkKa
TIPUCTAJIBHO pacCMaTpUBaeT eé.

— Hert-Hert....To ectp pga. He 3Haro, roBoputb BamM WIA HeT..., — OHAa
BCIU/IECHYJIA PYKaMU, BbIpakasi COMHEHHUS.

— l'oBOpuTe, pa3 Hauau. Bl ke He MPOCTO TaK MeHs pacCMaTpUBasIu.

— JTO TOUHO, rocroyka. Buaure ... /laxke He 3Har0, Kak Bam CKa3arhb....

Hexoporiiee mipeuyBcTBHe oxBaThIo Aputo. OHa elfé 6buta csaba roce
Oose3HU U >Kap TOHOCTBIO He OCTABHUJI €€ Tejio, U TPEBOXKHbIE HOBOCTU OyayT
COBCEM He KCTaTH.

— I'oBOpH xe, M30/ibAa, B uem Je/o?

— BbI He 3HaeTe, BbI TIPOJIE)KA/Id BCe 3TH AHHU, OOPSICh C HeJOMOraHueM, a



TYT Takoe jeso....Ilo ropoAy packjieeHbl JIUCTKA C TIOPTPETOM >KEHIIUHBI,
oOBUHSIOIIENCST B BOpPOBCTBe. Mo/, 3Ta JKeHIIMHa OOBOpOBajia 3HATHOTO
JBOPSIHMHA M TOT XOueT HaKa3aTb Mep3aBKy. 3a MH(OpMAI[H0 O Hell U TOUHBIM
aZipec moJiaraeTcsi Bo3Harpak/ieHve. Xopolllee Takoe BO3HarpaxxaeHue.

— MHe KaxeTcsl, 3TO OObIYHasi TpakKTHKa B Oopbbe C MpecTyIHOCTBIO.
[TpecTynHUKM AO/DKHBI HECTW HaKa3aHWe 3a Co/lessHHOe, U He Ba)XKHO KTO
TIPECTYITA/T 3aKOH — >KeHII[MHA UM MY)KUKHa.

M3onbaa 6pocuia Ha JIeBYIIKY MUMOJIETHBIN B3IJIsi/l, B KOTOPOM Ta Mpousia
He/loyMeHUe U JTF0O0MBITCTBO.

— Tak Ha /MCTKaX TO u300pakeHa >KEHII[MHA TOUYb-B-TOUb, KaK BHI,
roCroxa.. .

Yallka ¢ HeIONUTBIM II0KO/Ia/IOM BbIlajia M3 PyK Apuu M pa3buiach Ha
MeJIKhe KYCOUKH O TUIMTKY, KOTOopod Oblna BbUIO)KeHa BepaHja. Ho Apusi He
obpatusia BHUMaHUs Ha pa3bUTyIO TOCYZY, OHa, 3aTavB JbIXaHWe, CMOTpe/ia Ha
KyXapKy.

— YTO0 BBI TaKOE rOBOpUTE. ...

— $1 ¥ cama cBOMM IJIa3aM He TIOBepH/a, rocroka Apus. Munopa ®pen
HaHsT MeHs y>Ke, U s BUjlesla Bac B OecriaMsTCTBe, a Ha C/IeAYIOIUN ZieHb HaTre
BaM TIOSIB/ISTIFOTCSI 9TU HeTOZIHbIe JIMCTOBKH...BbI He TojiymaiiTe uero rioxoro, s
cpa3y IIOHsi/Ia, YTO Bbl He MOKeTe ObITb TOM AeBylikou...Ho yx OombHO
TTOXOXH. ... /ItoAn-TO pasHble OBbIBAOT....0TKY/la BCeM 3HaTh, UTO Korja ObLIo
COBEpIIIeHO MPeCTyTIeHHe, BbI yKe 6ostenn?

Apusi TiofHec/ia pPyKy K TOpAy W uyTh CXKana ero. OT OXBaTHBIIIETO
BOJIHEHUsSI €M CTa/lio TPYZAHO AbllllaTh, OHA He 3Ha/la, KaK pearupoBaTb Ha
yCJIBIIIIAHHOE.

— Crniacu6o, M3oba, 4TO COOOITUIN MHE.. ..

— Jla He 3a yToO....IIpoCTO BCE 3TO TaK CTpaHHO, TaK CTPAHHO...

1 Kyxapka, CHOBa OpOCHMB Ha TOCIIOKY HeJOyMEeHHBIA B3IVISi[, BbIILIA C
BepaH/Ibl.

Apusi OTKHMHY/IaCh Ha CIIMHKY TIJIETEHHOTO Kpecja W TpPUKphLIa Iva3a. To,
yto coobimmia M3onbaa, moBeprio eé B 1I0K. M 3acTaBWIO MCTBITaTh CTpax. B
OT/IMUMe OT KyXapKH, OHa He COMHeBa/laCh, UTO pa3bICKUBAIOT eé. He3HakoMel] C
MHUP/IOM OKa3ajiCd He TO UTO He TMOpSiZIOUHBIM YeJOBEKOM, OH OKa3asics
MCTUTEBHBIM TO/JIeLOM, M TaKUM 00pa3oM peIui ypPe30HUTh 3apBaBILIYIOCS
KpaJito, KOTopasi 0C/lylllaziack ero U He OTIpaBU/Iach B TaBepHY.

Yro Tereph Jenatb — Apusi He 3Hana. E€ OyayT uckatb. BepHee, eé yxe
uiyT. Y Hajjo Jymarb, UTO WIIYT aKTUBHO pa3 3a MHGOpMaI[1Io 0 Hell Ha3HaueHa
Harpajia. KTo HU KTO, a COOOIIUT, Tle OHa TPOKUBaeT. [laxke TOT ke JieKaph WU/H
Ta >xe M3o/bAa. ... JleHbry MMIIHAMU HUKOTZIA He ObIBaerT.



boru, kakas upoHus cyabObl! Apusi Tipuexasna B [la7ieKyl0 UMIIEPUIO B
Haziexxzie oOpecTd 3[eCh MUDHYIO KU3Hb, a eé rpeObIBaHMEe HAUMHAETCs CO
3JIOKJIFOUEeHHUH !

CHoBa pa30oesach Ton0Ba, U Apus pelnia BepHYTbCS B rocTeb. O TOM
HOBOCTH, 4TO coobiiuia M3ombaa, oHa MofyMaeT UyTh MO3Ke, a Jydllie BCEro,
Korjia mpueziet Jluan. Basoem oHu 00si3aTe/IbHO MPUAYMAOT, KaK BBIMYyTaThCS U3
CJI0KUBLLIEKCS CUTYaLUH.

VM He BMEpBOiL. ...

Ho Apusi He ycriesia NOAHATBCS T0 JIECTHHLIE, KaK BO BXOJHYIO [Bepb
TpeboBaTe/IbHO MOCTyYasu.

W cTyyanu KysaakoMm.

— MlmeHeM 3akoHa, OTKpbIBauTe!

['poMornacHbIi rojioC pa3opBaj TUIIUHY J0Ma.

['pycTHast ynbiOKa KOCHyach ry0 feByiiku. BoT u BCé....0bICTPO €€ HalllIu.
OcTanoch TOMBKO HA/leAThCS, UTO €€ BCE ke He OpOCAT B TIOPEMHYIO SIMY.
XoT4.... Temepb-TO OHa TOHMMAaJsa, YTO eil OyZeT He TMPOCTO [0Ka3aTh CBOMO
HEBUHOBHOCTb.

Y Heé mnpomesibKHy/Ia MbIC/Ib He OTKpBIBaTh /Bepb, HO CHOBa pa3jasach
cepusi yaapoB. CTpaXku Topsiika He YCITOKOATCS, TTI0OKa UM He OTKPOIOT, UK, Yero
Xy>ke, OHU U BOBCE BbIJIOMAOT /IBEPb.

Ha 6osbIIOM KpbUIblle, YBUTOM I[BETYIIIMMU BbIOHAMMU, CTOSUIA YeTBEPO
MY>KUMH, 00/laueHHBIX B CEPYI0 BOEHHYI0 (opMmy.

— Apus sie CelvHI? — XMYPO CIIPOCHII MY>KUMHA C PeJKUMU yCaMHU.

JeBy1liKa KUBHYIIA.

— Ma. Yem Mory BaM I1oMo4b, rocroza?

Bomnpoc 6bu1 pUTOprUYeCKUM.

— T'ocnioxxa Apusi e CenuHT Bbl 0OBUHSIETECH B MPECTYII/IEHUU TIPOTUB. . ..

Haneuie Apusg He ciyliana, TIOTOMY YTO M3-3a CIWHBI MY)KUMH CHayasa
r0Kasajiacb MOXHaras uyepHas Jiara, a [oTOM KpyIlHas e[Ba Jid He KBaJpaTHas
MOpZia MUp/ia. YMHBIe I71a3a )KUBOTHOI'O BCTPETUINCH C [VIa3aMH [IeBYIIKH, U OHa
rotoBa Oblla TMOCIOPUTH, UTO B HUX IIPOMEJIbKHY/IA TOP>KeCTBO. OHU TOUHO
roBopuin: «Bcé-taku Hammién s tebs!...» 3 rpyad [eBYLIKM BBIPBAJICS BIOX
corkasieHus. BbI10 HaWBHO T0J/IaraTh, UYTO TPOUJS IO BOJE MWIKD, OHAa CMOJKET
YUTH OT MUPJA.

— Bbl apecToBbiBaeTe MeHs1? — OHa He CTajia CJIyLlaThb M3JIMSHUSI CTpaka
ropsifika. M Tak MOHATHO, YTO OHU NPULLUIA He Yai MOIUTb.

— Ham HajieXxuT Bac CONpoBOJUTH B yKa3aHHOE MeCTO.

— Troppmy?

— ITpoiimemTe C Hamu, rocrioxa e CeJvHT.



— MHe nio3BosieHo OyzieT B3siTh ¢ co60ii myai? Houn B Appo XoJofiHbIe.

My>KunHbI MeperisiHy/IUCh, [IOCJ/Ie Yero ycaTblv CKasaJt:

— J1a, HO MBI TIpOC/IeZlyeM C BaMU B [JOM...

— Boutecs, uro s ybery?

AOCYpAHOCTh UZieu ToKasanach Apuu 3abaBHOM. [la y Heé HOTH ApOXKaau
OT HarpspKeHusi, cTpaxa U Hefgomoranus! O Tom, uTo OosieeT, OHa He CTana
coobijath BoeHHbIM. Hu K uemy. BosesHblo ux He pa3zkanobuilib, OHU U He
Takoe BUJIe/iM, a TIOAHUMATh cebsi Ha CMeX U JlaBaTh MOBOJ, [/Isl IITyTOYeK, Apusi
He cobrpanachk.

A [asnblile eé X71a710 HeMaJsioe yvB/IeHue.

OHa npepamnosiarasia, yTo e€é moBe3yT B TIOPbMY W/IM Ha JIOLIAAU WA B
OTKDBITOM TIOBO3Ke, a y eé CKPOMHOI'O IOMeCTbsI CTOSUI JOPOrOW 3KUMNaxK. Apus
HaCTOpPOXWIAach CcUjibHee. Mupa....Okunax....Kyga eé rosesyt? B TiopbMy 1u?
U GyzeT 1 paccieioBaHUe TakK Ha3bIBa@MOTO COBEPIIIEHHOTO eil TpecTyTIIeH s ?

[eByllika He CTaja 3ajaBaTh JIMIIHUX BOIIPOCOB, OHAa COMHeBajsachb, 4TO
mofeit B ¢opMe TOCBSIAIM B TOAPOOHOCTU TOCMIOACKUX TIIAaHOB. st Heé
celiuac TI/IaBHbIM ObIZIO BCTPETUTHCS C XO3SMHOM MHUpPJAa U TIOCTapaThCs
yTOBODUTb €ro CHSTh 00BuHeHUs. K Tomy ke, OHM-TO 00a 3Ha/ld, YTO OHa
HUYero y Hero He Kpana! OHa BbIOpocu/ia ero Meiiouyek C jeHbramu! Apusi
nipukycuna ry0y. He Hagjo Ob110 ero BeibpackiBaTh! Ceituac Obl OHa BepHY/Ia ero,
1 BCé! MbIC/Ib O JleHbrax nokasasaach el cnacuresibHoOM! A uto? Ecim rocrnoavH
0o0OBHHSIET e€é B BOPOBCTBE, OHAa I'OTOBA 3alulaTUTh €My BZBOe Oosblile, YeM OH
Tripe/ijiaraj el 3a UHTUMHbIE YCIyTH.

VHTepecHO, a y Hero xeHa ecTb? /M Kak OHa CMOTPUT Ha €ro HOYHbIe
passieueHus? Vv B Appo yCTaHOBJIEHbI Te JKe TMOPSJKU, UYTO U Ha eé poJuHe —
MY>KUMHA CTIOKOMHO TYJ/IsieT, pa3B/ieKaeTcsi, UMeeT JFOO0BHUL], a 3aKOHHasi ’KeHa
CUIUT I0Ma, POXKaeT JileTel Y 3aKpbIBaeT I71a3a Ha ero MOXOXK/eHHs.

Ckopee Bcero....

Exanu oHu fonro. Apus mnapy pas BbIVIIHY/IA B OKHO 3KUIla)ka M IOHsIA,
yTO e€ BBLIBO3AT 3a ropoj. llotoM cTeMHesno, ¥ yXe HEBO3MOXHO CTajlo
onpeJie/uTh, KyZia eé Be3yT. /la U OKpeCTHOCTeM OHa He 3HaJa....

Ha peByliky BCE cuibHee HakaTbiBajo oOTuyagHue. YeMm [osblie OHa
MpUC/IyLIMBasachk K paBHOMEPHOMY CTYKY KOJieC CHauasa I10 FPaBUio, a IOTOM
10 TMPOCeJIOUHBIM JIOporaM, TeM Xy)ke el CTaHOBW/IOChb. Terepp OHa
COMHeBaslach, YTO CMOXKeT BeCTHU pPasroBOp C HE3HAKOMLIEM. ...

[a v 3axoueT /i1 OH C Hel pa3roBapuBaTth? BoT B ueM Boripoc.

Ewé Apusi obpatuia BHUMaHUs, YTO MUP/, BCe BpeMsi 6e)kal CO CTOPOHBI
nBepu. JKMBOTHOe ciefiu/io 3a TeM, UuTOObI OHa He C7iesiaja MOMBbITKU cOexars.
YMHOe U TpejjaHHOe XMBOTHOe, He TOCIOpHIb. A KOrja HacTyIluia HOUb, ero



T71a3a, BHOBb CTaBIIIMe KpaCHbIMU, HATIOMUHAJIY el 0 COBEpILIEHHOU OIuoKe. ...

HakoHel], 5KuIax 0CTaHOBUJICS, U €M YC/IY>K/IMBO pacliaxHyJ/d JBepb.

— I'ocrnioxka ge CeslvHI, TIPOCUM.

VHTOHALMA CTpaXka IMopsAKa W3MeHWJIacb — Hcye3sla CYypOBOCTb U
YKeCTKOCTb, HAa00OpOT, MOSIBUIUCH e[Ba Jid He mojobocTpacTHbie HOTKU. Ho
Apuu ObUIO BCE paBHO, Kak C Heli roBopsAT. Huuero, Kpome BHyTPeHHETO CTpaxa
OHa He 3aMeuvasa....

OKUIla)X [JOCTaBW/ €8 K OrPOMHOMY 3aropofHomMy JoMy. Y Apud
TepexBaTU/IO [IbiXxaHWe, KOTJla OHa YBU/lella Beuure COODPY>KeHUsl. DTO ObLT
Jlake He 10M, a iBopell. VI ocTaBanock rafiath, Kem ObLT ero X03svH.

Mwupa, pajjocTHO BuWIsiss XBOCTOM, ToOe)kan Brepes. Apus Toc/efoBaa
c/iefioM, BepHee, el TaKTUYHO yKa3asu, uToObl OHa I1ij1a 3a )KUBOTHBIM. CTIOPUTH
JieByIlKa He cTasa. YeM ObICTpee 3aKOHUUTCSI 3TOT KOIIMap, TeM ObICTpee OHa
BepHeTcs K cebe. Tam npueser JluaH, u BCé HOpManu3yeTcsi, BCé OyJeT Tak, Kak
OHU 3aXOTHT.

Apus 1171a IO OTPOMHBIM KOPHZIOpPaM U Jlaxke He oOpailjajia BHUMaHUs Ha
Gorateiii UHTephep. EUHCTBEHHOe, UTO OHA TOHs/A, YTO TOCMesa OTKa3aTh
OUeHb B/IUATEILHOMY uesioBeKy. C [pyromd CTOPOHBI, OH He HMeJl HUKAKOro
ripaBa HacuaoBath eé! OHa — cBoOOzHast >keHIMHA! OHa He TIPOCTOJIOIUHKA, He
CJly’KaHKa, KOTOpoi OyzieT B pafloCThb Mofi3apaboTaTh HeCKOIbKO MOHET!

HeoxuganHo piss cebs Apusi paso3nunack. [la uro 310 Takoe? Eé
OOBUHSIIOT B TIPECTYIJIEHWH, KOTOPOTO OHa He COBepiilaja, Be3yT HeroHSATHO
KyZla ¥ He TMOHATHO K KoMy! JT1o mnpousson! IlputecHeHue eé yenoBeyeCKUx
rpas! E€ HUKTO He MMeeT I1paBa [IPUHYAUTB!

HukTro?....

BHyTpeHHss1 IpOKb 3aCTaBU/la COAPOTHYThCS XpyrnKoe Terno Apuu. Celuac
OHa BCE y3HaeT...He crout mopmaBaTtbCs MaHWKe U 3/7I0CTU paHbllle BpeMEeHH.
Celiuac 0HM BO BCeM pa30epyTcsi C TOCIIOJUHOM, U OH TIOMMeT, UTO TIPOM30IILIO0
HeJlopasyMeHue.

Ho Apusi 3abbina 06 omHom. UTo He CMOTps Ha TO, YTO OHa Oblla
TOCTIOXKOM, OHa OblZla B UY)KOM TOpofie, B Uy)XOW uMIlepuu u Oblla O4YeHb
6e33alluTHa ....

[TepBoe, UTO TPUIILIO B TOJIOBY /I€BYIIIKe, KOT/Ia OHA YBU/e/a ero, uTo 3TOT
yesIOBeK HajlesieH BIaCThIO.
Bnacteto efjBa /i1 He 6e3rpaHUYHOIA.



OH cujen Ha TTOJOKOHHUKE, CKPeCTUB PYKHU Ha I'PYZAU, U CMOTpeJI Ha [iBepb.
Knan, korma gocrassaTr eé. Mupz, TKHYB HOCOM JieBYIIKe I10J, KOJIeHO, efiBa JIh
MOD/IOM He BTOJIKHY/I €€ B KOMHaTYy.

Kak Tonpko Apus OKasasiach Hae[iHe C He3HAaKOML{eM U, HaKOHeLl], yBH/e/la
ero, OHa IOH/1a, YTO eé 3/I0CTh, eé pa3sMbIlIeHUs O CIIpaBe//IMBOCTU — HaWBHBI,
OuYeHb HaVBHBI. ..

MyxurHa 007ala/l BBICOKMUM POCTOM, IIMPOKMMH TIIedaMH, MOIIHOM
TPYAHOW KJIETKOW U JIMHHBIMU HOramu. Bcé 3To B Kyme fiaBano ¢urypy BOMHa,
HaTpeHUpOBaHHOTrO Oolilla. B ero obmuke He ObLI0 HaMEKa Ha MSTKOCTb WU
caboctb. JIuio 6610 XKeCcTKuM, TpyO0BaThiM, TOUHO BBICEUEHHBIM U3 KaMHs. A
TIPO B3IVISIJ, KOTOPBIM BCTPETU/1 ApPHIO U TOBOPUTH He CTOUJIO. ..

Y neBylIKU MOAOTHY/IMCh HOTM, M OHA YyAOM He yrasa. Takux My»KuuH,
KakK 3TOT He3HaKOMell, OHa CcTapasiach u3berarb BCHO XU3Hb. OHU CIOMatOT Tebs,
TIPOMAYTCS TI0 TBOEU cynbbe U He 3aMeTSIT.

— 51 BaMm.... BepHy JIeHbIU. ..

OHa nepBoi Hapylluaa MOIYaHWe, He BblJepykajia YrHeTarolyl0 TULLHUHY.
Apusi cKaszana Ipo [eHbrY, U JUIIb [TI0TOM IOHS/Ia, YTO €M CJIoBa MPO3Byvasiv
IJIyTIO.

— ThI cuuTaelllb, YTO MHe HY)KHBI JIeHbI'M? — YCMEXHYJICI OH, U ero JMLO
YyTh CMATYUIIOCH.

— Ho BbI.... Bbl ke 00BUHW/IM MeHsI B BOPOBCTBe....Te [JeHbI', UTO Bbl MHE
nany, st bpocusna B repeysike. . ..

— 4 3Haro. bapza Halia ux.

— Torpa..., — Hauasa 6610 Apusi, HO 3aMosyasia. OHa XoTesia ClPOCUTD, UTO
TOTJla HY’)KHO eMy OT Heé, HO TIoHsiia 6e3 muiiHuX cioB. OHa OKa3asach MpaBa,
KOr/ia MoJiyMaJia, uTo 3a/iejia ero My>KCKoe camosooue.

My>KurHa BCTal C MOAOKOHHUKA, U Y ApUM TlepexBaTWU/IO [blxaHue, Korja
OHa B MOJHOW Mepe yBHZe/Ia MoLb ero ¢urypsl. /Jla oH TMOJIOKUT e€é Ha OHY
NaZloHb, a BTOPOU C JIerKOCThr0 npuxjonHeT! OHa efBa M J0XOAW/IAa €My [0
I'PY/Y, U Ka3ajnach B CPaBHEHME C HUM e/iBa JIi He I0JPOCTKOM.

JeByIIKa HEeBOJILHO CZefasa Liar Ha3az, HO yrnepsach BO YTO-TO MATKOe...
JKUBOE. ...

BepHbIii MUPZ, CTOSLT 38 €€ CITUHOU.

OH He 3apblyas, faxke He IOLLIEBEIWICSH, Kak Jiexkal Ha IYLIMCTOM KOBpe,
TaK U TPOAO/DKWJI JiexXaTb, HO y ApuM Aylla yuula B IATKW, U OHA, OXHYB,
C/ienasna HeCKOJIbKO MOPBIBUCTBIX L11aroB Briepes.

— Y6epurte ero! — BCKPUKHY/Ia OHa ¥ TIOKOCHJIaCh Ha >KUBOTHOE.

— bapga Ham He mnomemnaer! — XOJOAHBIM TOJOC He MpejBellast
KOMIIPOMMCCA.



Apus cTapanach [epKarbCsd Iofasblle OT MY)KUMHBI, HO [OHUMAJ/Ia, UYTO
TIDU JKeJIaHUW eMy He COCTaBUT Tpyjla MokiMaTh eé. B ronoBe 3abuiach MbICTb,
yTo eif, KaK MOXXHO CKopee Heo6X0quMoO OOBSICHUTb, UYTO TPOU30IIIO
HeJjopasyMeHue.

— 51 Gorock Barero MMpZa, — Hauaja OHa U UYeCTHO AoOaBwia: — ...KakK U
BacC, rocriofuH. Eciu BBl MHe afiUTe napy MUHYT, TO f...TO s [IOCTaparCh BaM
OOBbSICHUTb, UTO TIPOM3OILJIO YrKacatoillee HefopadymMeHue. Mbl € Bamu
HeIpaBW/IbHO TIOHS/IU JAPYT [Apyra, U s Cpasy »Ke X0uy IONPOCUTH MPOLLeHUs,
eC/Ii YeM-TO HeHapOKOM 0CKopbuJia Bac.

My>xurHa HaxMypuiicsa. OH He 0KUZaj, YTO [eBUOHKA HauyHeT U3BUHATHCS.
[Tpu cBeTe KaH/iesI0POB, B €ro /JoOMe, e/iBa JIM He B ero MOCTe/d OHa BhITJis/ena
emié 6omee KpacuBoii. OH 0OpaTH/I BHUMaHUe Ha eé 0yieJHOCTh, HO B COUeTaHUU
C 30/I0TUCTBHIMU BOJIOCAMU, KOTOpbIe ObLTH He MpubpaHbl, OHa TIpU/jaBaa el elé
Goibliiero apMa.

HeBy1ika Oblyia ouapoBaTebHOM.

Teriepb OH He COMHEeBAJICS, YTO ITOJIYUUT eé.

— Th1 He MoXKelllb 0CKOPOUTH MeHSsI, — OH IeMOHCTPAaTUBHO 00paTu/Cs K Hell
Ha «Tbl», TeM CaMbIM [iaBas IIOHATb, YTO [a)kKe He [OIyCKaeT MbIC/IA O eé
GraropofiHOM TIpoucxoXkaeHuu. — Ho s ToToB Beicayiiath Tebsi. U cpa3y xouy
CKa3aTh, UTO OOJbllle BCErO B TBOeW peuud MeHsi OyneT MHTepecoBaTh OTBET Ha
BOTIPOC: TTOUYEeMY ThI He OTIIpaBusiach B «CeMb JIOpOr», Kak Tebe ObII0 BesieHO?

Apus KuBHysa. OHa 1iocTapanach COCpPefOTOYMTBLCS, HO T0JI0Ba
OTKa3bIBajachb 37jpaBO paboTaTh, OHA HUKAK He Morya coOpaTh MBIC/U B Kyuy,
CJIMIITKOM CUJIbHBIM OBLT UCITYT Y yTHeTatoliasi atMmocdepa.

— 51 He MorV1Ia OTIIPaBUTHLCS B TaBepHY, Myuiops! Moé mosisjieHre Ha yauLax
HOYHOIO TIOpOja Bbl PACLEHWIM, KaK II03bIB K T[IPUK/IOUEHUSIM...3333...
vHTUMHOro xapakrepa! Ho 310 He Tak! 3t0 coBcem He Tak! A
rporynvBanack!....Beuepom!....Habpena Ha OecelKy y peKu, U yCHy/sa B Heu! —
Ha eé cjioBa Mpo OeceliKy U COH OH OTpearvpoBaj TeM, UTO UPOHUYHO U3OTHY/I

OpoBb. JTO 3acTaBu/i0o ApHI0 3aroBopuTh elé ObicTpee: — IlosTomy s M
BO3Bpallja/iach JOMOU B CTOJIb TIO3JHUM Yac!
— Tel He oTBeTWIa Ha BOIMPOC, — TOJIOC MY)KUMHBI 3aCTaB/s/l ADPUIO

ZpoXkaTb. B rosioBe npomMesibKHy/Ia 1a/ibHasA MbIC/Ib: HEY>Ke/u JKeHI[MHaM MOTYT
HPABUTBLCS TOAOOHBIE MY)KUMHBI? Jla OHM CBOMM JKECTKUM BJIAaCTHBIM
XapaKTepoM TIOJABSAT JIFOOYIO0 JIeBYINKY, IPEBpaTAT €€ B 0Oe3BOMBHYIO CEPYIO
MbIIIIb!

— $1 npunuuHas [AeByIllKa, W3 CEeMbM..., — Hauaja OblIo Apwus, HO
HaCMeIIUTUBBIA CMeX MY)KUWHBI 000pBasl eé peub.

— W mnosToMy KuBelllb OJHA B JOMe, KYyIUIeHHOM HekuM JIuaHom



MonTecne? U Tebst meprofnuecKy HaBelllaeT My>KUrHa?

7Kap, 10 3TOro He OTHyCKarOLWIWK ApH0, CMEHWICS XONO4HbIM OoTOM. OHa
cenuia pykKd B 3aMOK, YTOObI XOTh Kak-TO COOpaTh IMOC/EJHIO BOJIO U
TIOTILITAThCS eI1lé pa3 AOCTyuaThCs 10 Oeccep/ieuHOro My>KUMHBI.

— Bac He [0/DKHO....BaC He [I0/DKHO BOJIHOBATh, TJe S )KUBY, U KTO MeHs
HaBelllaeT! — IPOroBopu/a OHa, YyBCTBYS, KaK 3eMJ/I1 YXOAUT U3-TI0f HOL. — YUTo
Bbl BOOOIe cebe T03BOsisieTe, MuiopA?!...CHauasa TipUcTaéte KO MHe C
HENPUCTOMHBIMU  TIPeJIJIOKeHUsIMA, TpelOys, 4ToObl s yHIOBIeTBOPWIA Ballll
HU3MeHHbIe TToTpebHocTH! [ToTOM 00BUHSIETE MEeHSI B TIPECTYTI/IEHUH, KOTOPOTO S
He coBepiasa! Terneps, Ha/I0 yMaTh, Bbl MeHsI TIOXUTWUIH, U Oy/ieTe y/iep>KUBaTh
TIPpOTUB MoOe Bosv! Ballle oTHOLIeHHe. . .Ballle noBefeHre He fonyctumo! Eciu
Bbl...€CJI Bbl M Jajbllle HaCcTavBaeTe Ha TOM, YTO f y BaC yKpasja [eHbIH, TO
nycTb MeHsi apectytoT! [1ycTh OyzeT cyj, rie Bbl OyzieTe A0Ka3biBaThb, UTO s Y BacC
TaM 4TO-TO yKpasa!

Eé niaMeHHasi peub, HaKOHEL-TO, BIleUaT/IMja MYXUKHY, IIOTOMY UTO €ro
T71a3a BCIBIXHY/IM HEXOPOIIUM OrHeM. JIUilo cTasio eilé Oosiee KeCTKUM, eCu
Takoe BooOI1le ObII0 BO3MOKHBIM.

— U TBI, KOHEYHO, HaJeellbCsl, YTO TBOW MOKPOBUTE/Ib CMOXET OTKYIIUTh
Tebs? — TUXUM, HO OT TOTO elllé Ho/iee HACTOPAXKUBAIOILIM, TOHOM CTIPOCHJT OH.

— Munopg..., — Apusi 6onbilile He cobupanack BeCcTd pas3roBopbl. — Sl
TpeOyto, uTOOBI BBl HEME/JIEHHO OTIYCTUIM MeHsT W JOCTaBWIK [IOMOIA.
WHaue....

— Nnaue — yt0?

OHa He 3aMeTWIa, Kak HampsAriacb ero (urypa, U Kak HeraTMuBHO OH
OTpearupoBasl Ha eé yrpo3y, U Kak IIaBHbIM [IBW)KeHUeM CTasl [ABUraTbCsd B eé
CTOPOHY.

— WHaue, Korjia 3aKOHUUTCSI BeCb 3TOT KoIIMap, si Oyay >KasoBaThCs
umrieparopy!

TyT LMHUYHAsA yCMelllKa UCKa3u/Ia JIMLI0 MY>KUUHBI.

— Mokelllb HauUMHATh MPSIMO ceiivac..., Kpans! ViMmriepatop nepez ToOOM.

Cnauana Apus 3amepsa. Ilotom eé miasa pacClIMpUIWChH OT y»Kaca, OHa
repecTajia [blliaTh, y Heé BCE IOIUIBUIO Iepej IVla3amMu, WU OHa yrajaa B
0OMODOK.



I1aBa 3

BeniaH B nocsiejHWI MOMEHT yCIiesI eé ouMaTh.

IIpoknaree! [la 4TO XK 3TO TaKoe....

[To mepe ux pa3roBopa, OH OXKMJajl, UTO OHA, HAKOHEL-TO, Y3HaeT ero u
repectaHeT u3o00pakaTth U3 cebsi AeBcTBeHHully. [lyCcTh OHa U He OKaXKeTCs
KypPTH3aHKOM, a MyCTh Oy/leT /ouepbl0 KaKOro-HHUOybh TOProBlla, HO U B 3TOM
Cjlyyae OHa [IO/DKHA TMOHUMAaTh, UYTO CTaB ero JitoOOBHUIIEN, CMoXeT cebe
obecreunTh JOCTOMHYIO >KU3Hb. XOTs O ueM 3T0 OH? Kakoii oTel] MO3BOIUT
He3aMy>KHel 0YepU XKUTb OHOU B IyCTOM JjoMe?!

OH ocobo He ciylilian, YTo OHa rOBOpW/a eMmy. BesaH ayman o Tom, uTo B
cocefiHel KOMHaTe, KOTOpas fIB/s/IaCb €ro JIMYHbIMU TMOKOSIMU, YK€ HaKpbIT
cto/1. OH MpOorosiofasncs, HO Tak Kak 3HaJl, UTO He3HAKOMKY Be3yT K HEMY, PeLLu/I
NOZIOXK/AATh eé. A TyT Takoe....

OOMOpOK ¥ Tpoure >KeHCKHe 3aMOPOUKHU.

Crouno JeBylllKe OKa3aTbCd y Hero Ha pykax, Beman Haxmypuscs. [la oHa
BCsi roput! Kak Mor BHYTpPeHHUM >Kap coueTaThCsl ¢ 0/1eJHOCTBIO KOXKU ULl He
TMOHATHO. BUAKWMO, OUeHb CUJIBHO HEpBHUYAJIA. . ..

BesaH pacriaxHysn IJ1Ie4OM [JiBepb, COeJWHSIOL[Me KOMHAThbl, MPOLIENT K
KPOBATH U YJIOXKHW/ [IeBYIIKY Ha Heé. Kak TOJbKO OHa OKa3asiach Ha GaTucckom
EKe, CpeJyd MHOXeCTBAa MaJleHbKUX IOoAylleyeK, C pa3MeTaBLUMMUCS
BOosiocamMy, y BegaHa 3acocano 1o JI0KeYKOM M 3aHbuIO B maxy. Octpoe
)KeJlaHUe C HOBOW CHUJION BCTIBIXHYJIO B My>KunHe. B 3Toli KpoBaTu nepebObiBaio
MHOTO KPAaCHBBIX >KEHIIIUH, HO OH He TIOMHWJI, YTOObI C TaKOM CU/ION CTPeMUJICS
B35ITh XOTs ObI O/IHY...

Ha Hero Haiio HaBaxaeHue. OH MOHUMAaJI, UTO eclu Obl OHa He cOerkana
OT Hero B TOT POKOBOU /ieHb B TiepeyJ/Ke, a /0’KJanach B TaBepHe, TO OH 3a0bu1
ObI 0 Hell Ha cieayrolui AeHb. My yepe3 Hefie/Tt0 Pery/sipHbIX BCTPeY.

A TyT OHa 3acTaBua o cebe ymarsk....

Ceituac, g Ha Heé, Bezian moHMMasI, 4To He 3psi OH O Heu aymasn. OHa
Obula ouapoBaTesibHOU. HexxHol. TanHCTBeHHOU. B Hell MpuCyTCTBOBA/IO HEUTO,
YTO TMPUTATMUBAJIO MY>KUMH, KaK MarHur....

[TopjaBivick TOphIBY, BemaH goTpoHysncss o eé nuda U pacCTerHysn
HECKO/IbKO MYroBMYeK Ha KopceTe. W3 rpyaud [eBYIIKWA BbIPBAJCS THUXUH,
KOPOTKUM B3/[]0X, U OJHOBPEMEHHO OH II03BOJI/I >KaJAHOMY B3IVISIAY MY>KUKMHbI
yBU/IeTb €€ cob/a3HUTe/IbHbIe OKPYT/IOCTU. [/1s1 e€ Tesla C TOHKON KOCThIO y Heé
Obula 1MKapHasi TpyZb. OH ObUT yBepeH, UTO OHA IOJIHOCTBIO 3arlO/IHUT €ro



Na/IOHBb.

BO3HUK/IO  HeNnpeojoaMMOe  MCKYIIeHWe  pacCTerHyTb  ITyTOBUYKH
MOJIHOCTbIO, W YBUJETh, TaK /U XOPOLIM eé TpyAu, KaK HapuCOBa/lO €ero
BOoOOpakeHHWe. A jydilie BCero, MOJIHOCTbIO COPBaTh C Heé ryiaThe U A00paThCs
1o Gesbsi! 1o TOrO TETIOTO MeCTa, UTO WMCIOKOH BPeMEH HCKYIIaeT MY)KUWMH U
3acTaB/sieT COBepIlaTh Oe3yMHbIe TTOCTYITKH!

Benman He cTanm GOpOThCSI C HWCKyIlIeHHeM U TIOJIOKWUI PYKYy Ha TpPyab
JeBYLIKH. ....

PyrarenbCTBO BbIPBa/JIOCh Y HEro CaMOMNpPOM3BO/IbHO. EMy He TokKa3asoch,
JieBylllka Ha caMoM [ejie Obiia OonbHa. [IpuCMOTpeBIIMCh, OH 3aMeTHII
KariejbKy 1oTa Ha eé jiiLje U 30He fekosbTe. HaxmypuBimce, Began nognsics ¢
KpPOBaTU, HAMOUW/I TJIaTOK TerJiON BOJOW, Y, BEPHYBIIWCh, TIPUIOKWUI TKaHb KO
nby He3HAKOMKH. ...

Ta 3acToHasa ¥ OTKpbUIA I71a3a.

W Bot TyT BenaH B3ApPOrHYII. . ..

B cepo-3eneHbix T/7a3ax [JeBYLIKA OH OTUYeT/IMBO MpOUYe] HCIIYT,
pa3ouapoBaHUe U OTYasiHUe, OXBaTuBlee e€, KOraa MepBbIM, KOr0 OHa yBUjea,
0Ka3aJsicsi OH.

— Thbi 6obHA, — OH He CIpalliBasl, KOHCTaTUPOBas (HakKT.

— Ha..., — Apusi nomnbiTajsiacb OTOABUHYTBHCSI OT MY>KUMHbBI, HO €ro pyka
B/IACTHO JIeTJ1a Ha >KUBOT JeBYLLKHU, — ...Ballle BeJIMUeCTBO....

Kak Bo cHe, Apusi cMOTpesia Ha MY)XUMHY U Telepb MOHMMAasaa OTKyJa
BJIACTHOCTh BO B3IVIsiZie, B TOJIOCe, B JKeCTaX, B YBEPEHHOCTH, uTO Jsrobas
KEHIIUHA JISDKET C HUM B MOCTeJTb. ...

Toil TeMHOU HOUBIO B Mepey/Ke OHa CTOJIKHY/IaChb C CAaMUM MMIIEPaTopoM
Apponuu!

— Tri Goneelllb He TIEPBLIN /IeHb, — He OTPBIBasi OT Heé TsHKeoro B3IJIs/a,
rpozo/okun BenaH.

— Her.

Apust 06/M3HYy/Ia Tiepecoxiiive ryobl.

KTo ObI TOMBKO 3Ha/I, KaK OHa XOTesla MCUe3HyTh, PACTBOPUTLCS B BO3JyXe,
TIPOBAJ/IMTLCS CKBO3b 3eMyit0! MiMriepatop....OHa cmesia rnepeurTh UMIepaTopy...
Y>kac, JaBHUM, 3aKperyieHHbIN B Hel roflaMu ¥ HU C UeM He CPaBHUMOM 0O0JIbIO,
3aroJIOHU Y1y U CHOBA 3aCTaBu/ APHIO pOXKaTb BCEM TeJIOM.

— CKO/BKO JHeu?

— IIare....

BejaHy He COCTaBU/IO TPyZa COMOCTaBUTb OUEBU/IHbIE (DAKTHI.

— To ecThb ThI 3ab0n1€/1a, KOT/Ia 3aMeTana ciaefbl? Thl 111/1a 10 JiefisTHOM BOJie B
HaJiexx/le, YTO CMOXKelllb 3alyTaTb Moero Mupza...llocsie uero, ckopee Bcero,



MPOBAJIIaCh B KPOBAaTU HECKOJIBKO JHEU, He BCTaBajla, UHaue MOU JIFOU HalllJIA
Ob1 Tebs1 ObICTpEE!

EVi HMuUero He 0CTaBa0Ch [le/laTh, KaK TUXO CKa3aTh:

— BrI nipaBel.

CwmbIC OTpULIATh OUEeBUHOE?

— W kak BCé 3TO MOHMMATh? — BCHObUIWI BejaH, 4yBCTBYys, KaK MOMHMO
KeJIaHWsI er0 OXBaTbIBaeT U THeB. B rmyOuHe AymM 3akpasioch Mof03peHue, uTo
OH oirbaeTcsi, YTo eMy ya00Hee Tipe/Iio/ararb, UTO JEBUOHKA OKaXKeTCs
JOCTYITHOM, UTO €C/T OH BO3bMET €€, TO B Jla/IbHelIIeM He BOZHUKHET TTPOo0/IeM.
Ia v KTO OyJeT MpPOTUBUTLCS BOJIe UMITepaTopac....

Ecnu To/ibKO OHa cama...

— ITo3BOJIbTE MHE YUTH JOMOW, — HETPOMKO MOMpOoCcuia Apusi, OCTaBUB €ro
Boripoc Oe3 orBera. OHa TOHMMasa, YTO OUYeHb CUJILHO PHCKYET, BCTyIas B
JIUCKYCCHUKD C CaMMM WMIIepaTopoM, HO TIO-ApPyroMy OHa He Mor/a. [loka
COXpaHsieTCsl Majiasi TOJIMKAa BEPOSITHOCTH TOTO, UTO OHa CMOXKET M30eKaTh ero
JIOMOTraTe/IbCTB, OHA UCTIO/B3YEeT eé.

Benan oOpatun BHMMaHWe, UTO OHAa IIPOWTHOPUPOBA/Nia €ro BOIIPOC.
[eByllika Jiekajla Ha OrPOMHOM KpOBAaTH, MpPaKTUYECKU He [BUrasiCb, U OH
MO03peBa/, YTO OHA S5TO [JefaeT C OJHOW eJUHCTBEHHOM Le/lbl0 — He
TIPOBOLIMPOBAaTh ero. OmacaeTcsi, UTo OH ceiiuac HabpOCUTCS Ha Heé!

A y Hero Obljia Takasi MbIC/Tb. . ..

OH cam He moHuWMan cBoero noeefieHus. Chanack oHa emy....Emy crout
JIMIIb CKa3aTh Iapy CJI0B, U TOTYAC C JEeCATOK KpaCUBEUIINX KEHI[UH UMIepUr
OyAyT CTOSIT B €T0 TIOKOSIX, O’KW/jasi, KOro OH BbiOepeT!

— §1 He panst TOrO TEOSA COflA TOCTAB/ISIT, UTOOBI OTMYCKATh, — €r0 B3IJIS
CHOBA 3aJiepKajicsi Ha ToMyoOHa)KeHHBIX TIO/MyIIapysax. BegaH 3amMeTwsi, 4To
JIeBYIIIKa TIpe/ITIOUnNTaeT O/|eBaThCsl KOHCEPBAaTUBHO, ceifuac B Mofie Obutn Oosee
OTKPBIThIE (DAaCOHBI C TTYyOOKHUMU JIEKOIBTE.

— Bbl...BaM..., — Apus HUKakK He Mor/a 1ofobpaTtek cioBa. To, UyTo OHa
HaMepeBa/laCh CKa3aTh, BBIXOJWJIO 38 PAMKU /103BOJIEHHOTO.

Ho oHa ckaxer.

— BbI He MOXXeTe B3SITb MEHSI.

Bot u BCé.

Ona cka3sana.

Benan Bcerma nmro0uii, Korja eMy Opocajd BbI30B. JTO ObLIO XapaKTepHO
OOMBIIMHCTBY MY>KUMH. 3aBO€BaTh TO, UTO COIPOTUBJISIOCH, TIOJYUUTh TO, UTO
He JlaBaJiy.

— IToueMy? — BKpaJuMBO CIIPOCUJ/ OH, W, ONIPOBEpPrasi eé C/0Ba, UyTb-UyTh
CKaJl TPY/ib JIeBYILKHU.



Apusd 3amepiia.

OHa crpliiana, 4To UMrepaTop AppoHur OblT 6/1aropoJHLIM Ue/IOBEKOM, 3a
HUM He Ha0JTI0fia/1ach >KeCTOKOCTh B OTHOIIIEHWH TI0/[/JaHHBIX, TOBOPHU/IN, UTO OH
CripaBeJ/iuB U MuiocepgeH. VIMeHHO u3-3a 3TUX KaueCTB OHU C JIMaHOM U
BbIOpa/ii Appo /151 Aa/IbHEHIIIero >KUTe/IbCTBA.

Apus He CTasia XOAUTb BOKPYT Jla OKOJIO U Pelln/ia OTKPBITb BCe KapThl.

— Bbl He MoXKeTe...Bbl He MOXKeTe B3SITb MeHs, TI0OTOMY YTO...[I0TOMY UYTO He
obmajlaeTe HaZil0o MHOM B/IACThIO.

— JleBOuKa, eC/v ThI elllé He 0CO3Ha/la [0 KOHLa POUCXO/slee, TO 1 MOTy
HaTllOMHUTL Tebe — s TBOM UMIIepaTop, — Terepb My>XUHWHa TOBOPU/ 0OMaHUMBO
JTACKOBO.

Ha uto Apus ynpsiMmo OTBeTW/Ia:

— Her....

[Ipuiiia ouepens Benany HanpsubCsl.

— HaBepHoe, 13-3a kapa Tbl He TIOHWMaelllb, YTO TOBOPUILIb!

— ITonumaro, Baile BeaMuecTBO. VM roToBa OO0BSCHUTSH....BepHee, s BCé
BpeMsi BaM TIbITAlOCh CKa3aTh...fl He Balla nojfaHHas. To ecTh eujé e He
cTtana...fl mpubbia B Appo MeHee TpexX HeJe/lb Ha3ajl, ¥ Y MeHs TOoKa ellfé HeT
HAIlUCHOM. . ..

HanucHbIM curTancst JOKyMeHT, Jarolui MpaBo MHO3eMLIEM TIPOXKUBATh Ha
TePPUTOpPUM APPOHMM, OH TMpuU3HaBand Tebs TOAJAAaHHBIM WMIIepaTopa, ThbI
CTAHOBWJICS TIOZ, €ro 3aIllUTy W oreky. YUToObl MOMyunTh HAIlMCHYIO TIPHUEe3KHUM,
Heo6X0MMO BHECTH OOMbIIyI0 TIONIMHY B Ka3Hy WMIepud. JluaH cpasy
npeaynpeaun Aputo, KOrJa OHa TMpejiokuaa Appo i JajibHeuliero eé
TIPOXKMBAHUS, UTO HAMMCHYIO MOMYUYHUTh OUeHb CIOKHO, a 6e3 3TOro J0KyMeHTa
TeOst MOTyT B Jit0O0H MOMEHT TIONPOCUTH MOKUHYTH Mpefieibl AppoHUd. Apus
TOT/la He CTa/la BaBaTbCs B TIOJPOOHOCTH, €l XOTe/loCh MOCKOpee MOKWUHYThb
rpefie/ibl TOW WMIEPUH, KOTOPYK0 OHAa [JaBHO MepecTasa CUWTaThb POAWHOM.
Ceifuac, HaXo/sICh B TTIOCTE/IM UMIIepaTopa, OHa CoyKajiesia O CBoek 6eCrieuHOCTH.

Benan 4yTh 3aMeTHO TIpUILYPpU/I IJia3a, B HUX MeJIbKHY/IU JIbAUHKA
HeZloBO/MbCTBA. [la, OH ObUI WMMepaTopoM, [a, OH oO0sazan 6Ge3rpaHUUYHOMN
BJIACTHIO B CBOEM MMIIEPUU, HO €r0 CeMbsl U OH B UaCTHOCTH FOP/IA/IUCH T€M, UTO
TOTAJIMTAPHO OTHOCW/IUCh K TIPUE3)KUM U TeM JIKOASAM, KOTOpble MPOCHJIU
ybe)KuIIia UK MPOCTO XOTe M CTaTh YaCThio APpPOHUH.

Ero vmnepus ciaBWIach Te€M, UTO He Bejla 3aXBaTHUYECKUX BOUCK, U eé
HUKTO He MOT 3axBaTuTb. HO 06 3TOM OTZe/IbHbIN pa3roBop....

— MBI He BbIIaeM KpasisiM HarlkMCHbIE, — >KeCTKO, pa3ipakeHHO Opocu
UMIIepaTop C elfé Oo/bIled >KaJHOCTBIO TIOI/IOIIasl Ta3aMy 0e/l0CHeXHbIe
OKPYIVIOCTH [|€BYILLKH.



[Toka OH TIPOTUBUJICS, HO €My HAYero He OCTaHeTCsl, KaK MPU3HaTh, UTO OH
Ha camMoM fJene  3abmyxkzaancs, TpeOys oT  ApUM  WHTUMHOU
6m3ocTH....BO3MOXKHO, OHa UTO-TO HEIOTOBApHBAET, BO3MOXKHO, OH T/le-TO He
ycrbiasn eé. BTopoe — BeposiTHee BCero, OH ObLT C/TUIIIKOM TIOTJIOIEH €€ TesioM
¥ aHTa3usAMHU Ha TEMY, KaK BO3bMET €r0.

— 41 3Haro..., — IIeTIOTOM COIVIACW/IAaCh C HUM JIEBYIIIKA U C/ieJlaa >KaJKyto
TIOTBITKY BBIOpAThbCSA W3-TIOZ, PyKWA umreparopa. Ho Ta HemoabeMHBIM TPy30M
nexkasa Ha eé >kuBote. OH TOUHO 3asiBWJI Ha Heé TpaBa, M He cOOMpasics c/iaBaTh
no3uivyd. — Baille Be/WMYecTBO, Temephb... KOTAA BBl 3HaeTe...JTO
He/lopa3yMeHue, TIPOIITy, TIOBEPETE MHE. ...

B kKOMHare MOBH(C/Ia yrHeTaroljasi TUIMHA. Besjad He criemvi otBedarth. OH
MIPUCTaIbHO CMOTpPEJ Ha [IeBYIIKY, UyBCTBYs, UTO He CMOTPs Ha TO, UTO OHa
TIbITAeTCsl yOeUTh ero B CBOe OTKPOBEHHOCTU, OHA MHOTO€ He [JOrOBapHBaeT.
A elé OH TOYHO 3HaJI, UYTO HAUaJbHUKY C/IYKObI [O3HAHUS TIPUJETCS JIUUHO
OOBSICHUTH eMy, TIOUeMy OHHU yIyCTWIH U3 BUIY TOT (akT, uto Apus ge CesuHr
He SIBJISIETCSI €T0 IO/[aHHOM.

— [Homyctum, — COrIaCW/ICS OH C Hel W 3aMeTW/I, KakK B3/[0X O0jerdeHus
BBIPBaJICS y Heé 13 rpyad. Ho oHa cpasy >ke ¢Kajlach U MoCTapasiach JbIIaTh He
riny6oko. Tlpy TO/THOM B3[0Xe e€ MbIllIHAas TPyAb I'PO3WIAacCh BBIPBAaThCS Ha
cBobozy u3 kopcera. — Torma o0bsICHU MHe, TI0UeMY Thl TIPOXKUBaellb ofHa. U
KaKoro. ...’ TI0UeMy TyJisijia HOUbIO.

Bnn30CcTh My>KUMHBI MofiaB/sia Aputo. Eif Bcersia ObII0 TsKesio 00IIaThCst
C JIFOIbMH, Ha/leJIeHHBIMUA BJIaCThiO, 0COOEHHO C JIMIIaMU MY’KCKOro rosia. Ei
Cpasy >ke XOTeJloCh WM BBIATH W3 TOMEIIeHHs] WX CTaTh He3ameTHOW. CiaBa
6oram, oHa czienana BCE, uToObl OropoauTh cebst oT rogoOHoro obmenus!!! 1
Apusi WCKpeHHe Bepwia, YTO celyac HeZOpa3yMeHHe C HMIIepPaTOpOM
3aBepIINTCS, U OHa OyJieT BUZIETh €ro JIWIIIL Ha MapajiaX, a 1o BOSMOXXHOCTH U UX
130eXKUT.

Apusi cTpeMHIach K TUXOW He3aMeTHOM JKU3HHU.

— 51 — cupora, Baille BeJIMUECTBO. Y MeHsI He OCTalioCh B JKUBBIX HUKOTO —
HU pojuTesied, HU OparbeB, HU cecTep...BlIM3KUX POACTBEHHUKOB TOXE He
uMero, Bcex 3abpasu BouHBL IlocienHue rofibl s POXKKUBaAja TIPH MOHACTBIPE.
Cetiuac >ke mprObUIa B ADPOHHUHU B HaZIeX/ e HauaTh HOBYIO >KU3Hb. ...

Benan Haxmypuiicga. Cupora? Bo03MOXHO, BO3MOXHO....HO onsiTb-Taku
WUHTYUILUST W )KU3HEHHBIN OIBIT MY)KUMHBI TI0[|CKa3bIBa/Id €MY, UTO TYT He BCE
Tak MpoCTo. [IeBUOHKA He JJOroBapHBaa.

— TbI U3 Gy1aTOPOJHOTO CeMelCTBa? — 3a7ia/l OH BOIIPOC CEPAMUTO.

— Korpga-To 6pi1a. .., — CHOBa YKJIOHYMBO OTBETWU/Ia APHS U, YIOBUB MOMEHT,
KOT/Ia MY>KUMHA OTBJIEUETCSI Ha Pa3MBIIIUIEHUS], U3/I0BUM/IaCh W BBICBOOOAM/IACH



13 €r0 PYKH.

Eé ocBoboieHre 6osiee yeM He TIOHPABWIOCH BeflaHy, ¥ OH CXBaTHII eé 3a
PYKY.

— §1 He oTnyckan Tebsi! — pa3apa)keHHO TIPOLIeIW/T OH CKBO3b CKaThIe TYOBbI.

— 51 He MOTy Jie)XaThb Ha KPOBAaTH, KOT/A BbI...Bbl TOXKE €/1Ba HE JIEXKUTE Ha
Hel! — BCrbIXHYy/Ma Apusl.

Pa3roBop Ipo eé poloCIOBHOCTh TOTUAC OBIT 3a0BIT.

— MHe HpaBWTCS, UTO ThI JIEKUIIIL Ha HEH, — He CTa/l CKPbIBaTb CBOUX
MBbICJIe UMIIepaTop.

Y Apuu OT AYpPHOrO TpPeJuyBCTBUS paclaxHy/JUCh I7a3a, ¥ OHA BTOPOM
PYKOM TOpOIJIMBO CTajla 3aCTernBaTh IyroBUUKKW Ha kKopceTe. OHa BHje/a, KakK
HUMIIEpaTop BHUMATe/lbHO C/IeJUT 3a €€ JBWKEeHUsSMHU, BHea, U4TO €My He
HPAaBUTCS, UTO OHA /Ie/IaeT, HO OH e€ He OCTAHAB/MBAJI, U 3TO ObLJIO TTABHBIM.

Omna ofieprkasia HeboblIyto 1106€e/y, ¥ CTasa Ha Iar o/mpke K cBoboze.

— MHe >kaJ/ib pPa304apoBbIBaTh Bac, Ballie BeJTMUECTRO. ..

— Hanbltie paccka3biBaii! — ipepBas eé BefjaH, 1 €ro c/ioBa CTav TTOXOUTh
e/lBa JIM He Ha pbIUuaHUe.

Apusi 3HePTUYHO 3aKMBajia TOJIOBOM, a caMa MojyMasa O TOM, UTO TeTlepb
Ha pyKe, yaep>XMBaeMol WM, OyayT cuHsku. Ceiuac, Korza OHW CHUIENU ApPYT
TIPOTHMB ZIpyra, OHa CHOBA C 3aTaeHHBIM y)KacoM I10J[yMaJjia, UTO MMIIepaTop II0
CpaBHEHHMIO C Hell 00salaéT MOIHBIM KDEMKUM Te0C/mKeHHeM. Takomy
CJIOMaTh PyKy HUYEro He CTOMT....

OHa BHYTpPEHHE C>Kajlach, SIPKO MPE/ICTaBUB, UTO OH MOXKET C HEeH C/ie/aTh,
eCJId OHa Pa303/IuT ero.

Omna couwa ¢ yma....

Ho MHCTUHKT caMOCOXpaHeHus Besl eé BIiepe.

— $1 nyI0X0 3HaKo ropof, U Tak Kak I0Ka 371eCh )XUBY O/IHA, OIacaroCh I'y/ATh
1o ropozy fgHeM. IIpearnounTaro BeuepHee BpeMsi CYyTOK. A B TOT [i€Hb...KOr/a
Bbl BCTPETW/IM MEeH$, 1 3aCHYJIA....

— JTO 5 yXXe C/bliiaa. Bcé paBHO He BUXKY JIOTUKM B TBOUX JEUCTBUSIX —
ec/i Thl KOTO-TO OracaellibCsl, TO, HA0OOPOT, C/iefloBajo TY/STh [JHEM, a He
Beyepom!

Ha 3T0 Apusi HUUero He OTBeTH/Ia, UL 00/IM3HY/IA TIepeCcoXIive IyObl.

3T0 OBIIO e€ OIMOKOIA.

[ToToMy 4TO MMMepaTOp HENpPW/IMYHO BbIPYTaBIIMCh, JE€PHY/ AEBYIIKY Ha
cebsl.

OHa Obl1a CJIMIITKOM KPAaCHUBOHA. ..

C/IMILIKOM NPUTSTaTebHOM. . .



CJTUIIIKOM HEBUHHO-CO0/Ia3HUTE/ILHOM. . ..

U oHa Obl1a B €ro KpoBaTH.

Apusi TOHsI/Ia, YTO MMIIepaTop celuac moiienyer eé, a 3To Oy/eT KpaxoM.
CTOUT MYy)KUWHe TMPUKOCHYTbCS K JKEHIMHe, U ero OCTAaHOBUTb CTaHOBUTCS
3HAUUTE/ILHO TpyAHee. He cMoOTpst Ha cuiibHYIO 00/Th B PyKe, OHa 3aKpHyalia:

— Het!! — u ganbie mocremmna Jo00aBUTh: — Y MeHs ecTb »keHux! He

Bosblile 0Ha cKa3aTh HUYEro He ycCriesa, yrasa Ha TpyAb UMIeparopa.

YcsbliliaB, UToO y Heé eCTh JKeHUX, BeflaH pe3ko 0CTaHOBUJICS, €r0 KPYITHOe
Tesio 3amepsio. Hanuuue Oyayliiiero My»xa B KOpHe MeHsIo cuTyaiuio. KpoBb
Oypnusia B BeHax, B BUCKAax 3arly/IbCHPOBAJIO.

1 Bcé ObI ObIIO HUUETO, ec/ivd Obl /IeByIllKa He OKa3ajach e/[Ba JIM He Ha
HEM. ..

— Tel JeBCTBeHHMIIA? — BOIPOC BBIpBAJCS caM co0OW M IpO3ByUas
TpeboBaTe/bHO, TaK, YTOObI y Heé He BO3HUKI/IO MBIC/IA YUTH OT OTBETA.
— Bame BesimuecTBO..., — Apus 3aMeTasniach C yJBOEHHOM CWJIOH, MbITASICh

BbIpBaThCs. Ero pyku, Terepsb yxe o6e, 00XBaTWU/IM €€ 3a TaJUI0 U TIOATSHY/IN Ha
cebs1. OHa fiplliana B ero e, 00sCh TMOAHSTH TOJIOBY, €6 He)KHble TPyAu Obun
PACILTIOIIeHbl O er0 KaMeHHYI0 TDYAHYIO K/IeTKy, a OefipaMu OHa Jaxke uepe3s
HEeCKOJTbKO 000K UyBCTBOBasia ero HabyXIIHii ujieH.

Yro ceituac Oyzer....

— OrtBeuati! — psiBKHy/n OH. — VI yuTH, [1eBUOHKA, B 3aMKe eCTb JieKapb, U
€CJ/I1 51 YCOMHIOCh B TIPaBAUBOCTU TBOETO OTBETA, s MPUKaXKy M03BaTh ero!

Apuro 3a3H06w0. OH 3arHam eé B yrona. Bce eé >kankue cTapaHus
OKa3a/uCh HalpacHbIMU, OT UMIIepaTopa el He YUTH. ...

— Her, s He JeBCTBeHHUI|a, — TUXO, OUEHb TUXO OTBETW/IA OHA, UyBCTBYH,
KaK KPOBb OTXJIbIHY/IA OT JIMLIA.

— Ecnu ThI He [1eBCTBEHHHMLIA, TO KAaKOTrO (OYeHb IPSI3HOE pYraTesibCTBO) Thl
MHe MOPOYMUILIb [0JIOBY?



I'1aBa 4

Apus 3aKpblia [Bepb Ha TsDKesbId 3aCOB U MPUCIIOHWIACh K HeW CIIMHOM.
JT10 KoHel]. Kpax. OHa HeCKOJIbKO pa3 B3[0XHY/la U BbIJOXHYJ/Ia, HO BCé paBHO
TaK U He CMOIJIa YCIIOKOUTBCS.

Ona foma. Eé Gosbiiie HUKTO He TpoHeT. Hukro. Hukorja.

Cep/ilie TOTOBO ObIIO BHITIPLITHYTh U3 TPY/AU, JbIXaHUe MO-TIPeXKHeMY ObLIO
He POBHBIM, TOUHO OHa /Io/iroe BpeMsi Oexxasia 1o To/ir0. ApUsi TIoZiHec/I1a PyKy K
rop/y U uyTh CKana ero. Ceiidac...ceiiuac OHa yCIIOKOUTCS U BCE OyZieT XOpOIIIo.

Kak Ha3n10 Ha ynule MNOAHS/ICA CWIbHBIM BeTep, INpeABeCTHUK [NOXIAA, U
CTaJI0 )XYTKO. ApUs PUHYJACh K CTaBHSAM U TOXKe MX 3aKpblla. 3aMKaMU OHa
bITa/laCb OTTOPOAUTHLCS OT OKpPY’Karoll[ero mMupa, XOTd W IOHUMasa, YTo OT
yesi0BeKa, OT KOTOPOr'0 OHA 3alMpaeTcsi HEBO3MOKHO YKPBITbCS, HU OIUH 3aMOK
He OCTAaHOBUT €ro, eCJId OH TOI'O MOoXKeJlaer.

Apusi, TOIIaThIBasICh, MPOIIJIa Ha KyXHIO, r7e B HeOo/blIoM morpebke
XpaHuIuch BUHA. Eff HeoOXoAMMO ObII0O HEMHOTO YCTHOKOUTHCSA...M yCHYTB,
XOThb KaKMM-TO 00pa3oM BOCCTAaHOBUThH (u3nueckue cuibl. VMHade oHa He
CIIPaBUTCH.

Vmrmiepatop OTITyCTUII eé.

[Toka oHa He yBU/le/la KaUTKy CBOero HeOO/bIIIOT0 AOMUKA, OHA 0 KOHIA
He Bepwusa, uTo eé JoctaBwid AoMou. EVi BCcé BpeMs Ka3anoCh, UTO eé Be3yT B
HEM3BeCTHOe MeCTO, Ky/la-TO, OTKY/a el y»ke HUKOT/]a He BbIOpaThCs.

Ha »sTOT pa3 cTpaxu Tiopsiika Obuiv 0Oosiee YCAyXIMBBI U MeHee
PasroBOPUYUBHI.

— Ipowarite, rocrnioxa fe CesviHr.

— Ipowuarire....

Vmmieparop OTIyCTUII €é....

OTa MbICIH TIOMMaHHOW MNTHUIeM Owiack y Heé B rosoee. Celiuac OH eé
oTnyctun, a uro OyzeT gasnbiie. OHa ke BUJe/a, KAKUMU TOJIOAHBIMU T7Ia3aMU
OH Ha Heé cmortpeJt....boru! /la Ha yTO OHa eMmy cganach!!!!

Apusi, mipujepKuBas OJHOW DPYKOM [JIMHHbIE TIOJ/bl II1aThsl, APYrOW —
doHaphp, cycTunachk B morpe0OK M CXBaTWa TepBbINA MomnaBimii OyTeuib. OHa
peIKo Musia, HO cerofiHs HarnbeTcs. 1 Bynb, uto OygeT!

ITocsie Toro, Kak OHa cJesaza IpyU3HaHUe, CO3HaJach B TOM, YTO He UKCTa,
YTO He [IeBCTBeHHA, UMIIepaTop 0JIro, OYeHb J0/r0 CMOTpe/l Ha Heé. ApuUs ToxXe
MoO/14asia, OHa CXKasach, OXKM/asi, UYTO OH OIIPOKUHET eé Ha KpOoBaTb U BO3bMeT, He
Kesiasi 6oblile BeCTHU HUKAKUX Pa3rOBOPOB.



Ia, oHa He Obl1a Kpasei, HO U He MOI/Ia TOP/IUThCS TeM, UTO HEBUHHA.

— Bappa, ipoBojy roCrioxy 0 ABepel, — X0JIOAHbIA TO/I0C UMIeparopa o
CUX TIOp 3Byuas B eé rosioBe. U To obieryeHrie, KOTOpoe OHA MCIIbITA/a, KOTa OH
paskas pyKu.

Apuu 6bIIO BCE paBHO, YeM OH MOTHMBUDOBAJICS, TIPUHUMasi pellieHue
OTIyCTUTH eé. ['1aBHOe — oTrycTr/1. He B3si1 e€, He MPUKOCHYJICS K HEH.

Mwupz, KOTOpBIM, Ka3an0Ch, ObLT HEBUIUMOW TeHbIO XO3SIMHA TOC/YIIHO
BCTaJl PSAZIOM C IeBYLLKOM ¥ CHOBa TKHY/1 HOCOM IO/, KOJIEHO y>Ke B HarlpaBJeHUu!
ZiBepu. Apus criemusia, OHa oracasach, YTO UMIIepaTop IepegymaeT U [PUKaKkeT
paszgerbCd. ..

[eByIiKa MOHsMA, YTO OMbsiHE/A, KOT/a BbIMWIA T0/0BUHY OyThuid. OHa
cujienia B TOCTUHOM, CMOTpeJia Ha ropsLLWK B KAMHWHe OrOHb U lymasa O TOM, UTO
AppO He CTaHeT eé BTOPbIM JJOMOM.

Kak Tos1bKO npurnibiBeT JIvaH, oHa IOIPOCUT ero IpozaTh JOM.

Tak OygeT nyuiiie.

[pyroro BbIXofia He ObLIO.

Apus TIpOCHY/IaCh OT TOTO, YTO y Heé 3aTeku HOrvu. OKa3bIBaeTCsi, HOUbIO
OHa ycHyJsia B Kpecsie. OHa He IOMHW/IA, KaK 3aKpblja Ivla3a U Iorpys3uaach B COH
6e3 cHoBuzeHui. [onoBa OblIa TSDKE/IOM OT BBITUTOIO BHWHA, U Apwus,
TIOTSHYBIIIMCh, TIOMOpIIWIack. Haiiisia uem yrettiath cebst! Ilies, KOTOpbIM OHa
He YKpbIBa/iach, COCKOJIb3HYJI C HOT U yIia/l Ha KOBep.

— BbI npocHyMuCh, rocnoxa? — M30/ib/a NMossBUIaCh C KYXHU, JepKa B pyKe
rnoAHOC. — {1 BaM MPUrOTOBW/IA Yakl M Hareksja ropsiyux MUPOroB C Cbipom. A
TIOKa ell[é He 3Halo, UTO BbI IFOOUTE Ha 3aBTPaK, Bl YK He 0becCynbTe.

— Bcé xoporno, U3o0nbza, v f06poro Bam yTpa.

Kyxapka nocrasuia IofiHOC Ha CTO/IUK.

— Kakoe yx Tam yTpo, rocnoxa. [leHb OAM3UTCS egBa /U He K
3aBepILeHuUo!

Apwus yavBUIach, HO HUUEro He CKa3asa. E¥l cTaso HeMHOro COBECTHO, UTO
OHa TIpocIiaza Bech AeHb. CKa3anach HepBHasi HOUb U ellé He OCTaBJisAroLas eé
TIPOCTY/a.

— MoxeT ObITh, BBI JKejaeTe, UTOOBI s1 TIPUTOTOBH/IA UTO-TO OCOOEHHOe? —
V30npa yC/Iy>KIMBO Ha/lW/Ia Yyal B Yallleuky.

— Msico Kponuvka, TylleHHOe C OBOLlamMu, — ApuHs TOYyBCTBOBaja, UTO
y>KacHO Tiporosyiofianack. To, yTo K Heli BO3BPAI[aeTCsl armeTUT, ObIJI0 XOPOIIUM



npr3HakoM. EIié MHOTO JieT Ha3aj OHa TIOHSJIA, YTO UTOOBI He MPOWCXOAWIO B
JKW3HH, KyIIaThb Ha/lo 00s13aTesIbHO.

[ToTOMY UTO ThI HE MO>KEIIIb 3HATh, T7Ie OKaXKeIlIbCs 3aBTpa...

— Ceituac cpenar! — IOBOMBHO 3ayabibanack M3ombaa. — Tak Kak BbI He
BBIXO/IU/TA CETO/HS HUKY/Ia, TO He 3HaeTe TOC/Ie[HUX HOBOCTEH. ..

Apus 3amepria, IIOTOM OBICTPO TIPUIIUIA B Ce0sl ¥ KaK HU B ueM He ObIBasio
TIOTSHY/IaCh 3a MAPOKKOM. OHa 3Hasia eIlé OfHYy TMPOMUCHYI0 UCTUHY: KakK ObI
XOpOIIIO Thl He OTHOCW/IACh K CyraM, He CTOMT WX TIOCBAIATh B CBOW IIAHBI,
YyyBCTBa U C/1aboCTH.

— MW3onmbma, — oHa TIOCTapanach, 4TOObl €€ yibibKa BbIIVIsIZeNa
CHUCXOAUTeNbHON. Mo, oHa He /OOWUT CIUIETHU W TIPOCUT UX He
PaCIpOCTPaHSTh.

Kyxapka Obl1a He IIyToH >KeHIIIMHOMN U MOHs/Ia 3HaueHre e€ yIbIOKU.

— Tak 370 KacaeTcs Bac...

— Mens?! — BOT TyT Apus NIpUCTa/IbHO ITIOCMOTpeJIa Ha KyXapKy.

— To ecTp He Bac....A TNOMHUTe s BUuepa rOBOPHU/IA, YTO T'OPOJ, packKieeH
JIMCTKaMH, Ha KOTOPBIX pa3bICKUBAeTCsl BOPOBKA, OYEHb I10X0xKast Ha Bac?

Apuisi C TPYZOM y[aBajioCh COXPaHATh BUJMMOE CIIOKOMCTBUE.

-

— Tak HeT cerofiHs JMCTOBOK....BooOiile, HeT. 3a yTPO CHSIM CO BCETO
ropoga. Buaumo, Haum Mep3aBky.

N3 rpyau Apud BbIpBa/ICA TMPOTSHKHOW B3[0X O00erueHus, W OHA
OTKUHY/IaCh Ha CMUHKY Kpecsia. HoBoCTh Obina He 1yioxoii. Tereph 0Ha CMOXeT
BBINTU U3 [IOMa, He OracasiCh ObITh 3a/lep’KaHHOUW BOEHHBIMHU.

— Buanmo, Halum, — COrsiacusaach OHa C KeHILMHOM.

VX puasor npepsa CTyK B /IBepb.

Apus B3gporHyna. [la uro 3to Takoe! HaBaxzeHue kakoe-to! CToOUT ei
TIOrOBOPUTH € V30167101, KaK B €€ oM NPUXOJAT He3BaHble FOCTH!

— §I cama oTKporo! — BCKpuuasa [eByllKa, KOrja yBuzena, uro Msonbzaa
cobrpaeTcst TIOUTH K JIBEpH.

— Ho....

— M3onbaa, cTynaunTe Ha KyXHIO.

Apusd He X0TeJsia, HO B e€ roj10Ce Tpo3ByyYaid MeTa/yInueckue HOTKU. Ecim
TIDUIIUIA 3a Hel, TO OHa He XOTesa, YToObl mpuciayra Obijla CBUeTeNbHULIEH eé
rosopa.

Ha Hernyuuxcs Horax oHa Ipouuia K gsepu. lIpuHaTOe Buepa pelieHue
YKpeInuaoch — eii HeT MecTta B Appo, Mopa HauuHaTh cobuparth Beiju. OHa He
cobupasachk KUTh, B3iparvBasi OT Ka)K/0ro CTyKa B /IBepb.

Ha Kpbuiblle CTOS/T MOJOAOU 4YesliOBeK JieT [iBajillaTd B  JIMBpee



MMIEePaTOPCKOr0 C/y’Kalllero. YBUZIEB [I€BYIIKY, OH OTYEero-To IIOKpacHes,
pacrpaBwI TI7Ieud U OBICTPO 3arOBOPHIT:

— T'ocnoxka e CenuHr, BaMm NpOCW/IM BPYYMUTh JIMYHO B pyku! V3BuHUTe,
eCJIM MOTPEeBOXKUIT Bac!

W toHoIlIa elBa M He BIUXHY/I B PYKUA YAWB/I€HHOW Apuu HeOOMbIION
TJIOTHBIM KOHBEPT.

Ha KoTopoM cTosi/ia iMriepaTopcKas neuarsb. . ..

— Yr0 310?

— MHe He BeJieHO 3HaTh!

C 3TUMM C/I0BaMH MOJIOZIOM UeJIOBEK ITOKJIOHH/ICS W e[Ba U He Oerom
HAIpaBUJ/ICS K OJJHOMECTHOMY SKUIMaXKy, OXKH/Iar0IIero ero y JJOPOru.

Apwus CrI0THY/1a MOACTYNUBIIUM K TOpJ/ly KOM. BOT U elé olHa BeCTOUYKa OT
vMreparopa.

UTo Ha 3TOT pas?

Kak HU cTpaHHO, e€ pyKa He [pOrHyJ/ia, KOrja OHa BCKpbIBa/ia IMeyaTh. 3aTo
eé myllla BCKOJIBIXHYJ/IACh U TPEBOXKHO 3aHbLIa, KOTZA OHAa YBHU/E/a, YTO UMEHHO
el I0CTaBUJIU.

B KOHBepTe Haxo[u/ach HalMCHas Ha eé UMS.

Terneps OHa cTana moA aHHOM uMreparopa BenaHa.

Tem BpemeHem umriepatop BejaH XxMypo CMOTpes Ha MepPBOr0 COBETHUKA,
OJJHOBPEMEeHHO 3aHMMalOLLlero IoCT BOEHHOI0 MUHUCTPa, ABrycra JlaBepze.

— MHe He HPABUTCH, UTO MOUCKU 3aTITMBAOTCA, ABIYCT, — CKas3al OH. —
[Tporiio Gosee Tpex JeT ¢ TOTO AHS, KaK HMcue3 MOUM Opart, ¥ Mbl /0 CUX TIOp He
MO>keM 0OHapY>KHUTb HU €r0 CaMoro, HU ero TPYII.

— $1 3Haro, Baille BeJIMUeCTBO. MBI TpUlaraeM BCe YCUIMS, UTOObI HaWTU
ero...

BesiaH rokavas rojioBou.

— A yXe c/bIan 3T0 MHOXKECTBO pa3. Thl KaXKAbIM MeCSL] NPUXOAUIbL KO
MHEe C JOK/Ia[IOM, U KaK/IbIid pa3 OJHO U TO >Xe. MBI uIleM...Mbl IPOYEChIBaEM
TPaHULIbl U TOPHI...Mbl HCCIefoBaaud 00/0Ta U CTenH....ABryCT, MHE 3TOrO
Masio!! Yept Bo3bmu, Masio! — BefiaH pa3zapakeHHO yZapuil pPaCKpbITOM J1aJJOHbIO
TI0 CTOJY, OT uero Oymary B3METHY/IMCh B BO3AyX U OeCIIyMHO yTiajau Ha ToJjl. —
Sl xouy BUAeTh cBoero OpaTa >XMBBIM M 370poBbiM! OH He MOI' HCUe3HYTh
6eccieHo! ViMriepaTopbl TIPOCTO TaK He MCUe3aroT!

BoeHHbIM MUHUCTP BBITIPSIMUAJI CITUHY. Ha ero cypoBoM 0OBETpeHHOM JIvije



He IpOTHY/1 HU ofiuH MycKys. OH ObUI cTapiiie uMrieparopa BesaHa Ha 100pbIxX
JIeCSITOK JIeT, ¥ JIMYHO MPUHMMAJI y4aCTHe B ero TPeHUPOBKAX, MO3TOMY MHOT/a
MOT TI03BO/IUTH Ce0e HEeKYI0 BOJIbHOCTb.

Ho He B Borpocax, Kacaroluxcs ero opara.

— $ c BamMM MOJMHOCTBIO COI/IaCeH, Ballle BeJuuecTBO. VimriepaTopsl
beccnenHo He vcye3aroT. COTHM ThICSY JtO/lel 3Ha/IM Balllero Opara B JIULIO0, MBI
MOCTOSIHHO paccripalivBaeM CTPaHHUKOB M TyTelIeCTBEHHUKOB, BO BCeEX
COCeIHUX UMITEPHSIX pabOTarOT HAIlM IIMMUOHBI, HO HUKTO He BU/e/T UMIlepaTopa
CrokJia y>ke Tpy roga. ...

— Ot1o u nopaxkaeT! Ecii 6b1 ero youmm, To 10CTaBWIMA Tpyn B Appo, eCu
ObI yKpasid, To TToTpeboBau BhIKyIl. A TyT THIIMHA! Huuero He roHuMaro!

— Mbl Haiizem ero, BemaH, o06si3aTtenbHO Haiiziem! — romoc ABrycra
npornyn. OH 3Han, 4TO TepeXvBaHUsS BenaHa WMCKpeHHWe, U OH He JTyKaBWT,
KOT/la TOBOPHUT, UTO XOUeT BU/IeTh OpaTa >KMBBIM.

MHoruve B Mmnepurd ApPpOHWM CUMTaIvM WMmIepatopa BemaHa efBa /v He
cymaciieaimM. Y Bcé 1o Toi MpruumrHe, YTO OH He CKPBIBaJ, UTO /Jis Hero ObITh
rpaBuUTe/IeM WMIIEPUM — He mepefiesl MeuTaHud. VIMrepatopckuii TPOH eMy
JIOCTasICs TI0C/e TOro, Kak mporan CTOK/I, U eMy TpHUIIUIOCh TIPUHATE Opaszibl
ripaBiieHys. OH WCTIOJHU CBOM [IOMT, HO OTKPBLITO OOBSBU/I, UTO CTAaHOBUTCS
MMIepaTOPOM BPEMEHHO, KaK TOIbKO CTOKJI BEDHETCS, OH TOTYaC )K€ BEPHET eMy
KOPOHY U TPOH.

A cam yegeT B anekyro Muponuro. Tyga, Kyzja cTpeMusiach ero Ayiia U rie
JKUTA ero TF00UMble MUPJPI. . ..

OpHakapl  ABIYCT, He CyMeB CIIPaBUTbCS C  JIHOOOIIBLITCTBOM,
TIOMHTEepeCOBaJICA:

— Bartnie umrieparopckoe Be/IMUeCTBO, HEY>KeJIU Bbl CMOXKETe OTKa3aThCsl OT
BJIACTHU?

Ha uto BejaH capkacTuyeCcku yCMeXHYJICS:

— ABryct, s mobr0 B/IacTh, U OHAa OT MeHs HUKyza He AeHercs...Ecmm s
CoWly C TpOHa, s He mepecTaHy ObITb OpaToM ummneparopa. [Ipocto B 3TOM
JKA3HU Y MEHSI UyTh MHbIE TTPUOPUTETHL. . ..

BoeHHbIi MUHUCTD Y[MB/JEHHO TOKauya/l rOJIOBOM, OH He MOHWMas, Kak
MOYKHO >KeJjlaTh OTKa3aTbCsd OT Oe3rpaHWYHON BiacTH. SIBASSCh TIO CBOei
TIpUpo/ie KapbepucToM, JlaBep/i CTpeMHU/ICS 3aroyYuTh KaK MOKHO Oorbiie
TIOJITHOMOUMHM, Oylyun mepBbIM COBEeTHHKOM. HO Hazfio OT[aTh emy [O/DKHOe —
VMMITIEPHIO OH JIFOOWJI, ¥ CJTY>KAJT e Bepoi U MpaB/oM.

— YBenmubTe UUCJIO JIHO[EW, 3aHSIThIM B IMOWCKax umrieparopa CTokna, —
BenaH T0/I0)KUN PyKW Tiepesi cO00M U CLeMUI UX B «3aMOK». — ABIYCT, MHe
HY>K€H pe3y/bTar. bl MeHs] MOHMMaelllb?



— Ha....

Benan kuBHYM. OH He ObUT [OBOJIEH BCTpeueid C MUHMCTPOM, KaXKAbIH
MeCsIL] OH >K/laJl U3BeCTHH, HO UX He ObLIO.

— Y MeHs K Tebe OyeT elié ogHO 3aZjaHue.

— Cnyiaro Bac.

— ¥Y3Hail MHe BCE€, UTO CMOXKeIllb U JlaXke OOJIbIlle TIPO TOCTIOKY APHIO [ie
Cemuuar. OHa He#aBHO TpUOBLIa B HAIly HWMIIEPHIO, CETOAHS TO/y4H/Ia
HamMcHY0. $1 Xouy 3HaTh O Hel BCE, ABrycT. UTo oHa MFOOMT KyIllaTh Ha Y)KUH,
KakoM IIe/IK TMpeAriounTaeT BbIOMpaTh /11 000K, eé yBjeueHUs, HOOMMbIe
KHUTH, YKpalueHusi. OgqHuM c0BoM, BCE. Thl MeHsI MOHSII, ABryCT?

[TepBbii COBeTHUK KMBHY/A. OH He BbIKa3a/l CBOEro yAWBJIEHUS, HO 3a BCe
roabl oOmieHuss ¢ BemaHoMm, TOT TiIepBBIM pa3 [laeT yKa3aHUS CoOOpaThb
VH(OpMaLIMIO Ha >KeHIIUHY.

— Bynet caenaHo B Gikaiiiime THU.

— U emwmé...Y Heé ecTb )xeHUX!...BoT Ha Hero cziesaii 0coObIM aKI|eHT!

Apusi HepBHO TMOCMaTprBasia B 0kHO. OHa Haxo/Inlacb Ha BTOPOM 3Take U C
3aMUpaHueM cep/illa TMPUC/IyIIMBaiach K Mpoe3karolmM skunaxam. Heyxenu
eé CIOKOMCTBUE 3aKOHUW/IOCH pa3 U HaBcerga? Heyxe/id oHa He CMOXXET HaWTU
BBIXO/], U3 CKJIQ/IbIBAIOII[EMCST CUTYal[AU?

Ia ObITh Takoro He MoXeT! ApuM AOBOAWIOCH ObIBaTh Kyzla B XY/IIEM
TIOJIOKEHHWH, W OHA BCeraa Haxofuna B cebe CUIbI >KUTh Aanbiie. UV >KATHb
cuacTivBo. PazsoBaThCsi  KaKOMY  HAcTymnaroleMy [JHIO, COJHLY U
6e306/1auHoMy HeOy...

Takum ObII0 TIOC/IEIHEe HAaCTaB/AeHWe MaTyIlKW, U OHa CBSITO cob/rozana
ero.

®dpen oTmpaBUICS BCTpeyaTh Kopabsmb JIMaHa, U OHM [JO/DKHBI OBLIH
nofibexaTb C MUHYTbl Ha MUHYTY. ApUsi OUeHb COCKyuuaach mo JluaHy, U C
HeTepIieHWeM >K/lajia, KOorjia YBUAUT ero.

[Tpyu MBICASIX O MOJIOZIOM uejioBeKe OHa Y/ibibHysmack. DX, JluaH, JluaH, B
KaKyl0 aBaHTIODY OHU BB$I3a/IMCh Ha 3TOT pas?

Buepa, korjia OHa Mo/y4yuia HarkMCHY0, TO CHOBA MO//1a/1ach TIaHWKe U e/1Ba
He OTIIPaBW/IaCh B TOCTUHMUILY, I7le OCTaHOBWICA ®pen C 1ie/bl0, YTOOBI TOT
3aKa3blBa/l OwWleT Ha TMepBbi OTIUIBIBAlOIMK ©3 Appo mapoM. OHa He
cobrpanack HU AHS OCTaBaThbCs B crosuile! EM Tak M Ka3anoch, UTO Haf, Hel
HaBHCJIa YTpo3a, UTO HAYET0 XOpOoIllero B Appo eé /aTb He MOJXKET.



[ToToMm, mocTerneHHO, OHAa Hayaja yCIOKauBaThbCsl. IlaHvke He MecTO B eé
»KU3HU, 06e3BBIXOAHBIX CUTYyaluii He ObiBaeT. OHa BbIIIIA BO BOP, U, TYJsIs 1O
HebOo/IbIIIOMY Cajly, CTasia Pa3MbIIISTh.

[a, npoBuieHre CTOJIKHY/IO eé MO3HUM BeuepoM C uMmriepatopom. M tomy
3ax0TesioCh 0O0BHBIX yTexX. Terepb Apusi OHMMAsa, YTO He OHA KOHKPETHO
TpuB/ieK/la ero BHUMaHWe, Ha e€ MecTe MoIvla OKa3aThCsi Jitobasi fpyras
JleByIlIKa. JTO TepBoe.

Bropoe....OHa mnoHsina cBowo omuoOKy. Eciu Okl B Ty 3/10MOMYYHYI0 HOUb
oHa ObI oTrpaBuIach B TaBepHy «CeMb 10pOr», U TaM AoX/aaach UMIepaTopa,
TO, BO3MOJKHO, OH €€ U BbIC/IyIlIaJl. ...

A oOHa He TOJUYMHW/IACh ero mnpukasly. KoHeuHo, ociylaTecsi €aMoro
umrneparopa! flcHoe peno, 4To camo/rO0Ue BUsITE/NbHEMIIE 0C0oObI ObIO
3a/1eTo, U OH OT/aJl IIPUKAa3aHue pa3bICKaTh eé.

BoTt, cobcTBeHHO, UTO MPOU3OIILIO.

HeroHATHO fpyroe — roueMy OH e€ OTIYCTW/I, KOrJa MOr B3siTh? [la, OHa
ellé He sB/SIACh €ro MOAJAaHHOM, HO Korja 35TO ()OpPMa/ibHOCTH Mellaan
CUJIbHBIM MUpa cero?

MoskeT ObITh, Ha HETO TIOB/USI TOT (akT, yTo y Apuu ecTh >keHux? OHa
C/bllaga, yto umreparop BepaH mopsfouHBIA 4YesiOBeK, IO KpakiHeu Mepe,
MMeHHO T0/00HbIe pa3roBOPbI U TOC/IY>KUIU PellatoliuM (akTopoM B BbiOOpe
Appo, Kak JajbHeullleM MecTe eé npoxkuBaHus. He Morium ke ThICSuM Jirofen
BpaTh O CBOEM UMIIeparope?

Cromvuia Appo el MOHpaBWIaCh C IepPBOr0O B3rsifa. YWCThle ILIMPOKHeE
Y/IULIBI, YTOTIAIOIIME B 3e/IeHU, YXO)KeHHbIe I0Ma, MHOTO TapKoB C HeOO/IbIIMMU
WCKYCCTBEHHO CO3/IJaHHBIMU TIpyAaMu... TyT cBOOOAHO [bIliasochk. BoeHHBIX
MpaKTUUeCKU He ObUIO BUIHO, OHM HECIU CBOIO C/IyKOy, HO He Melllas
rpak/laHaM >KUTb CIIOKOMHOM >KU3HbIO. V3-3a Ha/mMuusi MUPJOB IPeCTYITHOCTb
Obula cBefleHa K MUHUMYMY. [1/iFoC MHOTHe >XUTeH, KOr0 MUP/bI TIPU3HaBaIu
CBOMMHU XO3sieBaMU, HauWHaMM o00/1aZiaTh MUCTUYECKUMH CTMOCOOHOCTSIMU —
BU/IeTh B TeMHOTe. Apusi Tojj03peBasja, YTO CMOCOOHOCTb BU/IETh B TEMHOTE
Obula OfHOM M3 MHOTMX, 00 OCTa/bHBIX yMa/luMBa/v, UTOObI He pacKphIBaTh
TaWH IepeJ BOSMOXXHbIMU IPOTHBHUKAMU.

Ha AppoHuro He HaraZjaii MHOTUE JleCATUIETHSL.

CerogHsa Apusi yClOKOW/Iacb, W TMpHILIA K BbIBOAY, UTO HMIIepaTop
pa304yapoBasICsl B Hel, UTO ObLIO Zijisi Heé caMbIM JIyuliuM BapuaHToM. OHa He
JlyKaBWsa, KOraa ckaszana M3onbae, uto cobupaercs »KuTh CKpomHO. E¥l HU K
yeMy LIYMHXa BOKPYT €6 IepCOHbI.

A TO, UTO el [OCTaBWIM HAIKMCHYK uepe3 IOCBUILHOrO....HaBepHoe,
coBnajienne. CTOWUT y3HaTh, KaKuM 00pa30M TI0/yyarOT HarvCHbIe [pyrue



TipUesxue.

YBuzmeB sSkunaxk Ppesa, TMoKasaBlIMiics B Hayajse KBapTana, Apwus
TIOCTIeln/Ia CITyCTUTLCS. BHU3 U BCTPETUTh JIMaHa OKOJIO0 KaJUTKU.

Ho kakoBo Ob1/10 eé y/iuBeHue, KorJa U3 3KUIaka BhIllies ToJbKo Ppef.

— ®pea? — C HaCTOPOKEHHOCTHbIO U HapacTarollleli TpeBOroil crpocusa
Apus.

— [obpelii genb, rocroxa jAe CenuHr, — MOJIOAOM uesoBeK 100pOAYIIHO
YABIOHYJICS, U OT ero y/bIOKY Ha Jylile Y ApUu CTaso Jerye.

3HauuT, HUYEro Y)KaCHOrO He C/Iyuyusock...A OHa-TO Yyxe cebe
HacaHTas3upoBasal

— [obpwiit feHb, @pen, — AeByllIKa yablOHyIach B 0TBET. — UTO CyUnioch?
ITouemy TbI OfMH? be3 rocnogvHa MoHTeche?

®pep, CHS LISY U MOCIIeIINT OTBETUTh:

— Brl, moxarnyiicta, He BOJHYWTECh, He TIePe)KHBaliTe, a TO, 3aBU/IEB MeHs
OZJHOTO BbI MO0/ HEeNMN Kak-TO Cpasy....A BaM BOJIHOBAThCSl He/b3sl, Bbl eIlé
nocsie 6o/1e3HU He OKperiu!

Apus nioaymana, uto eciu 6u1 dpes 3Ham 0 COOBITUAX TIOC/IEAHUX JAHEH, TO
roBopusi Obl MHaue. Ho B cBoM 3a00Thl OHa MOCBAIATH HUKOTO He cobupasnach,
ecnu TonbKo JIMaHa, /la U TO B3BECUT BCe «3a» U «IIPOTUB», €l He XOTeoCh
paccTpavBaTh OJIM3KOTO uesioBeKa.

— ®dpe, fAaBaii TIPoiiZieM B I0M, U Thl MHE PacCKa’Kelllb, TI0UeMY OJJ1H.

Apuisl oBesia 1JleuaMu U HeBOJIBHO OIVIsjiesiack 1o cTopoHaMm. Ilouemy y
Heé BO3HHUKJ/IO HEMNpHUSITHOe YYBCTBO, UTO 3a Hell Habmoparor? M HabmofaroT
OYeHb MpHUCTaabHO. HUKOTO 1oJj03puTe/IbHOTO OHAa He 3aMeTH/Ia, HO OLIyIleHre
He mnpoxoauno. Ilpu Beibope gomMa Apusi PYKOBOJACTBOBa/laCh TeM, UTO el
HeoOXOAUM THUXWM KBapTana, uToObl He ObUIO TMOO/MM30CTHM HU yUpexAeHui
pPa3HOTO TOCY/IlapCTBEHHOTO XapakTepa, HU MNUTeHWHBbIX 3aBefieHuid. OHa
CTapajach WCK/IIOUWTh JIH0Oyi0 JanbHelinyio cyeTbl. M uTobbl coceau Obuiu
JIOY TIpUIMYHbIe, He OoraTbie, 0Ge3 JMIIIHEN 3aHOCUMBOCTH M JIFOOOMBITCTBA.
Apuu X0Tenoch JyMaTb, UTO OHa He Tporajjaia ¢ BbIbOpoM JjoMa.

®pep nocneosan 3a Heil. [1o jopore oH Haual TOBOPUTS:

— Ot rocroguHa JIvaHa npuilijia BeCTOUKa, UTO OH 3a/iep>KUBaeTCsl Ha Tapy
AHeil. Bai kopa6sb 3awwién B basusnb, 310 coceHuii ropog, ¢ Appo, TaM y JInaHa
BO3HUK/IM KaKue-TO CPOYHbIe TOProBbie TeperoBopbl. OH MeHsI B TOAPOOHOCTH
He TOCBsIILas, HO TIPOCKJT U3BECTUTD Bac O 3a/IepPKKe.

Apus kvBHyna. CroBa MO/IOJOTO YesioBeKa He YCTHOKoWIu eé. JluaHy He
Obl1a CBOMCTBEHHA TIOPHIBUCTOCTH U TMOCIEIIHOCTh B MPUHSATHY pellieHusi. Ecin
OH BbIOMpas MaplIpyT, TO HEYKJIOHHO cefoBan emy. TyT ke 3aiién B cocefHUN
nopT...CtpaHHO BCé 3T0. K TOMY e, OH 3HaJl, UTO OHa OXKU/aeT ero MpUOBITHSI.



— Xopo11o, g Bac rnoxsia, @pex. CocraBrure MHe KOMITAHUIO 3a TTOJITHUKOM ?

— C yZI0BOJIbCTBHEM, TOCIIOKA.

®pepn nipobbi y Apuu mapy 4acoB. [leByllika TIOMPOCU/Ia MOCUJEeTh C Hel,
eC/IM paHbllle OHA TIPOry/vBajach BeyepoM, TO IOCJIe 3/I0M0YUYHOM BCTPEeUr C
MMIIepaToOpOM He MOKK/aia ZioM, U eii ObIJI0 OTKPOBEHHO CKYYHO.

Mornozioii uenoBeK pa3Besii eé HeoOpeMeHWTe/NbHbIMU OecegamMu U
pacckasamy, ¥ Apus He 3aMeTH/Ia, Kak IpojieTesio BpeMs.

— I'ocrioxka, MHe 1opa. Bel MeHs1 U3BUHUTe, eC/IU 51 CKa3asl UTO-TO JIMILIHee.

— pen, mepecTaHb, O uYeM Thl TakoM roBopuilib? $ Obla paja
TIepeMOJIBUTBLCS ¢ TOOOM mapoit dpas. [Toiiem, st MpoBOXKy TeOsl.

— Uto BB, He OeCIIOKONTeCh, s HaliZly IOPOTY caM.

— Kak 3Hael1b.

— Munopg, JIuan o6si3aTenlbHO TIOSIBUTCSI Uepe3 Tapy [JHel, Bbl Jjake He
COMHeBaWTeCh, — BUJVMMO, y Heé Ha JIULIO0 OTPa3suiiCh BHYTPEHHME MeTaHusl, pa3
MOJIOZIOU Ue/IOBeK peLlu/ MOAJep>KaTh eé.

— 41 3Haro, ®Ppen, g 3HarO. ..

OH B mocC/egHUM pa3 TOK/JIOHWICS, U JIETKOM TOXOAKOW HampaBWJICS K
Ka/uTKe. Y>Ke OTKPBIB JIBepb, OH 00epHyscs ¥ momaxan Apuu. Ta HEMHOro
YAVBU/IaCh BOJIbHOCTH MOJIOZIOTO YejI0BeKa, HO TOXKe TIoMaxajia B OTBeT.

He Tonmbko Apus Oblia yavBieHa MPOUCXOASIIMM. Ha TPOTHBOIIO/IOKHOM
CTOpPOHe OT [O0Ma [eBYIIKW, [0 Ppa3spOCLIMMMCA LBeTYLIUMU BBbIOHAMH, ¥
Hab/Tr0/1aBIIIero My>KUYMHbBI HEXOPOIIIMM KPaCHBIM OTHEM BCITBIXHY/IU T/1a3a.



I'naBa 5

[Tocne Toro, kak 3a ®penoM 3akpbLIaCh KajluTKa, Apusi He Crellusa
BO3BpalljaTbCs B JOM. Beuepesio, HO JHEBHOe TeILIOo elé COXpaHWI0Ch. JleBymikKa
pellii/iia B3fThb 1Iaj/ib MU HEMHOrO TIOCUJeTh Ha BepaHzae. B Appo TemHesno
ObICTPO, a TaK MOYKHO ObI7I0 ObI C OO0 3aXBaTUTh KHUT'Y Y HEMHOTO OTB/IEUbCSI.

Apusi Kak pa3 MnoAHMMasiacb IO CTYIHAM B JOM, KOrja B BO34yXe
MenbKHYy/a Oonblllasg KpbulaTasgs TeHb. OT HCIyra, JeByIlIKa BCKPUKHYIIA,
TIOIIIaTHY/IaCh, ¥ YTOOBI He yTacCTh, BIENU/IaCh pyKaMH B MPaMOpHbIe TTepu/a.

[Ipsimo mepen HeH, Teperopa)kuBasi MyTh, TPaKTUUYECKY KacasiCh Tejla Apum,
OIyCTUJICS MUDZ,

W oHa cpa3sy e y3Hajia ero.

bappa, mupa ummneparopa.

Y Apum yiMxopafiloyHO 3aKOJIOTU/IOCH cepAle. Eci Mupz ero BeauyecTsa
TIpUJIeTesl K Hel, TO U XO35IMH PSIJIOM.

Wmnepatop He 3actaBuwi cebsi fgosiro »kiarb. CKpUMHYy/a KaluTKa, U
yBEpPeHHbIM I1IaroM Bo JBOp Boiien Benan Bapkiaiig. CHoBa ob6raueHHBIA B
TeMHbIU TI1alll], CKPbIBAIOI[1 ero MOIIHYI0 (UTrypy, OH TPOU3BOAMI 10BOBHO-
TaKU CU/IbHOE BrleyaT/ieHue.

— Tel HUKOrZa He 3amnuvpaelllb KalWTKy 3a BuU3UTepamMu? — BMeCTO
TPUBETCTBUSA CKa3aJl OH U BIUJICA HETOAYIOIIMM B3IVIIIOM B JIULIO APUU.

Ta cunmbHee BIeNMWIach B Tiepyaa U 00/M3HYy/a BHE3alHO TepecoXIie
ryoel. Horu mopkaiimBammch, U eciv Obl Ha KpbUIblie, TIEPEropakuBast 10pOry,
He cujlesl MUp/J, OHa Obl OIyCTW/Iachb Ha CTYIeHW, HarleBaB Ha TOP/OCTb M
nipuwnumsi. CTpax repej 3araJjOuHbIMU )KUBOTHBIMM OBbI/T OU€Hb CUJIEH.

— [HoOpblii Beuep, Ballle BeMYECTBO, — HETPOMKO TIPOrOBOPW/IA OHA,
OCTaBUB ero Bompoc 6e3 oTBeTa.

BruIT/sizie1 UMriepaTtop HeJOBOJLHBIM — XMypble OpPOBH, HaCYTTUBIIMKCS
B3IVIsI/I, T71a3a C BCTIJIeCKaMX KPaCHOTO OTHSI, KPEIKO CKaTble TYOBbI.

VX pasfensiyio HEeCKOJIbKO MeTPOB, U ApUSi OTUETIMBO UYBCTBOBaJIa, Kak
3acThisia ero KpymnHas ¢urypa. OH TOYHO TOTOBUJICS Cjie/laTh PbIBOK, MPbDKOK.
He 3ps pszoM C HUM ObIIT TIPUPYYeHHBI MUpZ, OOfbIlle BCETO LIeHUBIIWN
cBobony.

Benan cMoOTpes Ha 3aCTBIBILIYIO B UCIIyre [eBYIIKY U pyrajcs royeM 3ps.
OH moiimMan cebst Ha MbICH, UTO cTOWIO e CesIMHT OKa3aThCs PSI/IOM, KaK OH
repecTtaBajs ce6si KOHTPOJIMPOBATh, €ro SMOLIMYA HauMHA/IM 3alllKauBaTh, U BCE
MaHepbl, TpaBWIa TIPWIAYHS, YCIYKIMBOCTh, Kacaroluecss oOpaiileHus K



JKEHCKOMY I10J1y, Y Hero ucyesaiu.

BMecTo HUX MPUXOAUIO OJHO XKeJlaHHWe — Ccelyac ke, MTHOBEHHO, He Tepsis
HU CeKyH/Ibl MoAMSTb 1of cebst Aputo. [TouyBcTBOBaTh €€ TOZATIMBOE TeJo,
y3HaTb, Tak /i1 OapxaTucTa eé Ko)ka, KaK Ka)KeTCsl Ha MepBbIi B3IJIsA]], U TaK i1
c/1aiku eé ryObl, KaK emMy Mpe/iCTaB/IsIeTCsl.

WM oBnageBano Oe3ymue cTpactd, BefjaHa W3HYTpU HauMHa/l CKUATAThb
OTOHb, BeJl ero 1Mo miyObrHaM HU3MEHHBIX >KeJlaHUM, TIOATATKUBA/l Ha TIOCTYTIKHY,
He Jle/laBllve eMy YeCTH.

Ho Begany BriepBbie B )KM3HU ObI/IO HarjieBaTh Ha MPUIAYUS.

OH x0TeJ1 3Ty XKeHIL[HHY.

— He gymato, uto Beuep Ao6pbiii, — BefiaH czienan HeCKOMbKO TTOPBIBUCTBIX
I11aroB 1 OKa3aJics BO/IM3U JIeBYIIIKH.

Ta Obl oTcTynunaa Hasaj, yOekana, HO Hejb3sd — 3a CIOMHOM CTOS
TipelaHHbIM UMIIePaTOPy MUPJ,

— Ilo3oBute mupza K cebe, — mpoienTtana Apusi U OIVITHY/lach Hasaj.
’KUBOTHOe [bII1Ia/Io el B CIIUHY, U OTPOMHasi MOpZA C OCTPbIMU K/IbIKaMH e/jBa
A He Kacajach 100KY [1eBYIIKH.

Cam Bepian HUKOrZa, ¢ paHHero JieTcTBa He 00s/1Ccsi MUPZIOB, HO 3Hal, UTO Y
OOJIBIIIMHCTBA JItOZlell OHU BLI3BIBAIOT MUCTUUECKUi cTpaX. bosinack u Apus. OH
BUJle/I, KAK OHa 3aZlpokajia, U eMy Cpasy ke 3aXO0TeJIOChb CKarb e€ B KpeIKUX
00BATUSX, YCAZUTh HA KOJIEHU U YCIIOKOUTb.

U nyuiiie He ycajuTh Ha KOJIEHH, a TIO3BOJIUTh «0Ce[1aTh» Cedsl. ..

BeslaH MOTHyJ1 TO/I0BOM, MPOTOHsAS OMacHble HaBaXkKaeHUs. OH MpUILEn K
nesutie fe CeuHT He /IS TOTO, YTOOBI 3aIyrUBaTh eé.

— bapza, uau Ko MHe, — MATKMM T'OJIOCOM OTZa/l NpUKa3aHue UMIlepaTop, U
JKUBOTHOE Cpasy ke MOC/IyLIanoch ero.

Kak Tosibko cobaka oborlivia /IeBYIIKY U MO/0IIa K X035I1MHY, ApUsl IITyMHO
B3/I0XHYJIA U...0MyCTHU/IaCb-TaKX Ha CTYIIeHHU.

— [la, Ballie BbICOUECTBO, BbI TpaBhbl, Beuep TepectaeT ObITb JOOPBIM..., —
Apus cama He IOHsIA, YTO CKasasja, a Korja CMbIC/ CKa3aHHOIO JOLIEN [0 eé
B30y/j0pa’)KeHHOT'0 MO3T'a, OHA MPUKYCH/IA S3bIK.

Ona cHoBa BefleT cebsi HenogobatomM 00pa3oM B MPUCYTCTBUU
umrieparopa. Tereps yxe eé ummeparopa.

HeoxxuganHo yrosiku ryo BesaHa AporHy/u, ¥ OH TIOYTU YABIOHY/ICS.

— $1 mpou3BoXKy Ha TeOsi CTOJb Olle/IOMJIsItOILee BIleuaTieHre, UuTo y TeOs
3eMJIsl YXOZUT U3-TI0J, HOT'? — CBIDOHU3HPOBAJI OH.

— 51 He o)Kulana Bac yBUJeTb, — ApUs He cTasa 100aB/sTh, UTO eé jKernaHue
ObLIO OTHBIHE U HaBCer/la Iep>KaThCsl OT UMIIepaTopa, Kak MOXKHO Jjasbiiie. — Tem
Oosilee B CBOeM CKPOMHOM >Xumiwuile. VI fa, s Bcerja 3akphbiBaio KaauTky. He



3HAl0, KaK TaK MOIIO MOJIyUYUThCSI CerOZHS, UTO 51 He 3aKphbuia 3a Ppesjom Bepb.
®pen.

VIMs My>KUMHBI pacKaJeHHOU IUIeThIO MOJOCHY/I0 1o Teny Bemana. OHa
3Bajia My>KUMHY TI0 UMeHU. 3HAUUT, [I7isi Heé OH ObLT «CBOUMY. ..

U oueHb HEKCTATU BCTIOMHU/IOCH, UTO Apusi He Obljia IeBCTBEHHULIEH. . ..

1 My>kurHa y Heé mpoObLT 0CTaTOUHO BPeMeHH, YTOObI OHU BBOJIFO MOTJ/IA
TipeJaTbCsi TFOOOBHBIM yTeXaM.

BefaHa a)k 3aTpsIC/I0 OT HapUCOBAHHOW BOOOpakeHWeM KapTHHBI, U PYKU
TIO/I, TI/IAITIOM CKaUCh B Kyaaku. OcTtaTku camoo0s1aZiaHus B IPUCYTCTBUM ApUM
Tauwiv Ha ra3ax. OH He MOHMWMAJ, TOUEMY CTO/b OCTPO pearvpyeT Ha eé
TIPUCYTCTBHE, JIMILb 3Ha/I, YTO IOKAa OH X0ueT e€, HU OIUH MY>KUMHAa He TI0CMeeT
TIPUKOCHYTHCSA Jaxke K eé pyke!

— ®pen? — nepecripocun BejaH, B/IOXKUB B POCTOe UM BCE Mpe3peHue, Ha
KoTopoe ObL criocobeH.

Apusi OTKpbIa POT, uTOOBI HauaTh OMpaB/bIBaTh, U CKa3aTh, uTo Ppeq
CITY>KUT eé )KeHUXY, HO B IOCJIeJHU MOMEHT IepeJymaria.

[To IMYHOMY OIILITY OHA 3Hasla, eC/IM MY)KUMHA UTO-TO BOW/ cebe B rOIOBY
OTHOCUTEJTbHO KEHILMHbI U APYTroro MY>KUMHBI, 1epeyoeiuTh ero MpakThuueCKu
HEBO3MO)KHO.

— Ha, ®pep, — TOJIBKO U CKa3ajia OHa.

Bepnan czesnan ewnjé ofvH NOPBIBUCTBIM LAl U 0KAa3ascs PsiZiOM C KPbUIbLIOM.
[IpoTssHU pyKy, U ApUsi OKaKeTCs TIPUKATOU K TPYAH. ...

— MHe He HpaBUTCS, uTO TeOsl TOCEI[AalOT MY>KUMHBI, — TPOTOBOPUI OH
CKBO3b C)KaThle 3y0bI.

— VI3BUHUTE, UTO B OUepeJHOM pa3 pa3ouapoBaja Bac, Ballle BbICOUECTBO, —
Apuu He HPaBWIOCh, UTO OH CTaJl HABUCATh HaJ, Hell TeMHOMU bOalltHel, U OHa He
COBCEM WU3SIIHO MOAHsIachk Ha Horu. CTpax mepesi BeJIMUeCTBEHHOM MePCOHOMU
COXPAaHSJ/ICS, HO CTAHOBWJICSI MEHBIIIe.

[me-to B miyOuHe AyIM TOSIBU/IACh YBEPEHHOCTh, UTO eC/U Obl OH XOTesn
TIPUUMHUTH el BpeJl uiu 60k, TO yKe AaBHO ObI 3TO c/ienall.

— A Kak >KeHUX OTHOCUTCS K TBOeMY OOILeHHIO C Uy>KUMU MYXXUMHAMU? —
TpoJoJDKasl gornpoc Benan, He 3aMeuasi CBOero HaCTYIUIEHHS B CTOPOHY ApHH.

— 41 yTOUHIO y Hero 3TOT BOINPOC NPU BCTpeue, — ApHs M Cama He MOIJIa
TIOHAATh, OTKY/|a Y Heé B35JI0Ch YIIPSIMCTBO U PELLMMOCTh He OTBeYaTb HarpsMyro
umrneparopy. OHa oTBeuasa, HO BUTHEBATO, OCTaB/isist 00/IbIlle HeJJ0CKa3aHHOCTH,
yeM BHOCS OIpe/e/IeHHOCTb.

N BepnaH noHs eé.

— Te1 3aTesina co mMHOU urpy, Apusi fie CeqMHI? — ero rosioc mpuobpen
oOMaHuUMBYIO0 MSTKOCTb. OH Jaxe TMOpPaJOBaJ/ICsA, UTO [eBYIIKa HW3MeHHu/Ia



TioBejleHure, eMy ObLIO Mpoiile 00IIaThCS C Held, Korjjla OHa CTaHOBUJIACh TIOXOKe
Ha /IpYI'UX KeHI[MH, KOKeTHUYAKL[MX C HUM. Korza ke Apust CMOTpesia Ha Hero
OTPOMHBIMM IJIa3F0OKaMU M MPOCUIA TIOBEPUTh, YTO OHA CJAy4YalHO OKa3aslach
TeMHOM HOUBIO Ha ero myTH, OH Tepsiics. [la, fa, UMmeparop, KOTOpOMY CTOWJIO
CKa3aTh JIMIIIb [1apy CJI0B, U Jito0asi KpacoTKa MpH ABOPe Cpa3y ke OKa3biBajaach B
ero KpOBaTW, TYIIeBa/iCs Tiepeli XPYMKOW OMOHAWHKONW C TaWHCTBEHHBIM
TIPOLLIIBIM.

OHa BbI3bIBasIa CJIMIIKOM IPOTUBOpPEUMBLIE YyBCTBa. JKesaHue OB/aZeBarh
Y 3alUTUTh. [IprueM 3al[UTUTh OT CaMOTO ke cebsl.

— boroch, g1 He MacTak Urparb B UTPbl, — HEIPOMKO OTBeTu/1a Apus.

— Ha Heyxenu?

— Baiue BemMyecTBo... , — UHTYULUS APUM BO30OMW/IA, YTO Jajee CliefyeT
ObITH OCTOpDOXKHee, UTO He CTOUT IMPOJO/DKaTh BOJBIOTHO pa3roBapuBaTh C
umrnepatopoM. OHa 3aMeTwsa, YTO OH Kak Obl He3aMeTHO Haya/l Hace/aTh Ha
Heé, MPOABUraThCsl K HeM, COKpallasi pacCTOsIHAe MeXJy HUMHU [0 MUHHMYyMa.
OpviH pBIBOK, U OHA OKakeTCs B ero B/aCTH.

A 5TOro AieByllKa x0TeJjia MeHbllie Bcero!

— Ckaxkure, 3a4eM Bbl KO MHe TIPULLIIN?

Xopouwmii Bomnpoc. Vimmepartop 3Haj Ha Hero TOUHbIM OTBeT, HO BegaH
COMHEBaJICs, YTO OH IMOHPABUTCS ApUH.

— Iporysnsiiicst CO MHOM.

— IIporynarbca? — yTOYHW/IA [eBYIIKa, B [IepBOe MIHOBEeHbe DelluB, UTO
OC/IBILIIAIaCh.

My>KurHa KUBHYII.

— [Ja. S xouy, uToOBI THI MHe COCTaBW/a KOMMaHWIO. Thl TOBOpHJIA, UTO
nMOOUIITE HOYHBIE MPOTY/KU, HO Ofacaelbcsi HerpusTHocTel. [loBeps, s cMory
3aIUTUTB Tebsi OT BCSKOTO PO/ia OTTACHOCTEH.

Apus pacrepsiiack. CaMo nosiBieHve uMmiieparopa BeziaHa B eé jome CHOBa
3aCTaBWIO 3alyMaTbCsl O TOM, YTO OHa IOCIIeLN/Ia, PeLlrB, YTO OH OCTaBUT eé B
nokoe. Buziimo, He BCé Tak MPOCTO, Kak el XO0Ten0Ch Obl.

OnHa Me[ii/ia C OTBETOM, TTI03TOMY BefiaH, yCMexXHYBIIUCH, 100aBUIT:

— Buky, Thl Kosiebselnibcst. UToObI TIpEKpaTUTh TBOW MYy4YeHHsl, 1 HEMHOTO
u3MeHsito popMy CBoero mpezyiokeHus. $1 He Tipe/yiarairo Tebe MpOrynsTbCS CO
MHOM, 1 TIpUKa3bIBato. Thl ke MOsi O JaHHas. . ..

EMy He Hazio Obuio [goroBapuBaTh, Apus BCé moHsina. OHa omycTuia
TOJIOBy, uTOObI OH He 3aMeTW/, KaK CTpaxX Tiepeli WUMIIePaTOpPOM CMEeHUJICS
pa3zapakeHueM U rHeBoM. OHa He ar00Wsa, Korja el oTAaBasu rpukasbl. OHa
BCerjia CTpeMuIach CBeCTU K MUHUMYyMY Jito0oe oOlilleHre C JIH[IbMU, KOTOpbIE
Mor/ii Obl MaHUIY/IUPOBaTh €€ Cynb0oil. Apusi IaBHO pellnia, YTO TOJIbKO OHa



ofiHa Oy/ieT MPUHUMATh PellleHUs] OTHOCUTeTbHO CBOeM CynbOBbI.

— MHe He X04eTCs CeroJHs NPOry/IMBaThCSl, Ballle BeJIMUeCTBO, 5 yCTaa....

HoroBoputh Apus He ycriena. [la, Bemjany XBaTU/I0 OHOTO PbIBKA, UTOObI
OKa3aThbCsl PSIIOM, M CXBaTUTh AEBYLIKY 3a Iieud. OH 3amisiHy/ el B /L0 U
SIPOCTHO BbIJJOXHYII:

— [ToTpartuna Bce cusbl, yonakas ®pena?

Apusi He ycIie/ia IOHSATb, YTO HAIyraso eé CUbHee — TO, UTO OHa OKa3asiach
B pyKax MMIIepaTopa, WIA €ro MbUIAIIIUKA B3IJIs[, HA 0)KECTOUYEHHOM CYpPOBOM
nLe.

— Her xe..., — oOHa momnbITajach JaTb OTBeT, HO He CMOIJVa, XBaTKa
MY>KUMHBI Oblyia 60s1e3HEeHHON. — Bl MHe fiesiaeTe 60/bHO, TTycTHTE!

— Tbl IpoBOLIMpYeLLb MeHsi, Apusi, TIpUUeM, MOCTOSIHHO! — BeaH ycibiian
eé, uyTb OCiabun XBaTKy, HO pyK He pa3xaj. Bmecto 3Toro, mpogosokas
PYKOBO/CTBOBAaTbCSl CTUXUMHOMY TIOPBIBY, OH TMpM>Kas [eBYIIKY CITMHOU K /IBEpHU.
[Masnbliie OTCTyMaTh ObLIO HEKY/A.

Apus OTyCTWsIa TOJIOBY, OTAcasCh BCTPETUTHCS C OOXKUTAIOIIUM B3IJISIIOM
My>KunHbl. OHM pa3roBapvBasy, He Cbllla ApYr Apyra. I cHoBa BHYTpeHHUI
roJIOC LLIeMHY/ AeBYLIKe, YTO Ha 3TOT pa3 OH He OTCTYNWT, U YeM JOJbllle OHa
COTIPOTUBJISIETCS, TEM CU/IbHEE CTAHOBUTCSI €0 CTPACTh U >KeJlaHue.

Eit Heo6X0UMO yCTyNUTb. XOTb B UeM-TO.

WHaue ciyuutcs bepa. ...

— Baie BenuuecTBO, — Apusi yrnepsach Ja[JOHSIMU B LIHMPOKYIO TPyAb
MY>KUMHBI U TIOUYBCTBOBaja €ro CTajbHble MbIIbl. CHOBa MpOMeJbKHY/IA
MBICJIb, YTO OHA CBsI3a/1aCh C UeJI0BEKOM, C KOTOPbIM LIYTKM II0XU. W onacHsbI. —
HaiiTe MHe Tmo/yaca, si TpuBefly ceOs B TIOPSIZIOK, OfIEHYCh Teriiee, U MbI
OTIIPaBUMCSI Ha 8aully HOUYHYIO TIPOTYJIKY.

Y Heé HeBOMbHO TMOJIyYU/IOCh BBIIE/IUTh CJOBO «Ballle», TOUHO UEpTU
MO/ITa/IKMBA/IM € Ha MPOBOKAL[MI0 MY>KUKHBI.

OHa uyBCTBOBa/la, KakK OH 3ajplllian cuibHee. Ero HepoBHOe [bixaHUe
KOCHYJIOCh €8 BOJIOC, U el 3aX0Te/l0OCh KaK MO)KHO CKOpee CKOJIb3HYTb BHYTDb
JioMa.

— Y Tebs nsaTh MuHyT, Apusi. He 6osee. I1siTh MuHyT. MHaue si 3aX0Xy B
JIOM 3a TOOOH. ..

CnoBa Bepnana mpo3Byuanu JBYCMbICJeHHO. OH UeTKO [jan TMOHSTh, UTO
eC/M 3alZIeT 3a Hell, TO He BbIMJET MOKa He TMOJyUUT TO, K UeMy CTPeMHUTCS. A
CTPEMMJICS OH TIOJTYUUTh eé TeJio.

Crousio emy OTIYCTUTH €€ TJIeud, Kak JieByllKa Ccpa3y ke pBaHy/a JBepb Ha
cebs1, 1 CKOJIb3HY/A B X0/1. OHa He 3aMeTu/Ia, UTO KOrjla OTKphIBasia /iBepb, BCEM
TeJIOM TIPUKasiach K UMIIepaTopy.



3aro 3ametus1 BegaH. . ..

OH crnoTHy/M KoM, 00pa30BaBIIWICS B TOp/e, U TIPOBe/ PYKOH T0 BOJIOCaM.
Hukorza B >xu3Hu Bezan He uyBcTBOBas cebsi cTosb miyno. Yto oH TBoput? UTto
nenaet? [Touemy BezieT cebsi, Kak COTI/IMBBIN FOHEI]?

Y Hero BnacTb, y HETO CWIA, €r0 YBaXKaloT JIpy3bs U Oositcst Heipyru! OH
CaMbIM B/IMATE/IbHBIN UeloBeK Ha robepeskbe!

N 1yT....

[MacyeT nepen geBuoHkoul. M nmajHo Obl OHa ObLla U3 3HATHOTO poja, eé
OreKa/y BIUSTe/IbHbIe POAUTENH, U MPUKOCHYTHCA K HEM 03Hadyaslo HaHeCTH eé
POy CMepTe/ibHOe 0CKOpO/ieHue.

Apus ne CenvHr M3HauaabHO MOCTaBW/Ia Cebsi Tak, UTO e€ MOpSIOUHOCTD
BbI3bIBajia COMHeHUs. U cusbHble. CoBepllaeT OAUHOUHbIe HOYHBIE MPOTYJIKY,
)KUBET OJlHa, TOBOPUT MPO MU(HUUECKOTO )XeHWXa U OJHOBPEMEHHO MMPUHUMAET y
cebsi B loMe MY>KUMH, U CTOUT 3aMeTHUTh, KOTjla B IoMe HeT Aaxke ripuciayru! U3
rpyau Bepana BbeipBancs CTOH. [Ja uto 310 Takoe! B3gate eé u BCé, [eso C
KoHLlaMu! YTOMUTh CTpPAcTb M 3abbITh, KakK AYPHOW COH, KaK MHUMOJIETHOE
HaBaxk/JeHue!

Ho uto-T0 noackasano BegaHy, uto B oTHOLIeHMH Apuu e Ce/lUHT He BCé
Tak ripocto. Ecyiv oH cumoii Bo3bMeT eé, To OyzeT coxaseTs.

Korga oH BriepBble rornasa B MUPOHMIO, TO MOBCTpeyas TaM CeJ0B/acoro
myxuuHy. Mb6paruma. [Jaxxe He Tak, BezmaH uckan ero. [ToTomy 4uTo 3Haji, 4To
uMeHHO MbOparvm BoCTUThIBaN Ayulivux MupioB. Ha Buj Mbparumy Obi1o He
Oosiee COpoKa JieT, HO Cefible BOJIOCHI U TJa3a Bbl/laBav UCTUHHBIN BO3DPACT, U
Benan nozo3pesasi, 4YTo TOT IepeBani 3a COTHIO JIeT.

Ceityac OH ero BCLIOMHWJI B BUZy OJHOIO pa3roBopa.

OHM miporynvBa/iMCh MO [OJIMHE, yTOMarolleld B 3eneHU, Korja Benan
CIIPOCHUJI ero:

— $1 »xuBy TyT GoJiee MOyroza, HO /10 CUX TIOpP He MOTY TIOHSTh, KaK MUP/bI
BbIOMpaOT cebe uesioBeKa.

Mb6parvuMm yCMexXHYBILWCh, CKPeCTH/ PYKH 3a CITUHOM.

— [loHsiTHOE 7710, UTO HE MOXKeIllb TOHSTh, y TeOs ke HeT CIyTHHULIbI
JKU3HU.

— IIpu ueM TyT 3T0? — HaXMypUJ/ICs OyAyIIUiA UMIIepaTop.

— IIpu Tom.

VicuepribiBato[uii OTBET, KOTOPbIM, €CTeCTBEHHO, He YJOBJIETBOPHUJI
Benana. Ha TOT MOMEHT OTCyTCTBHUe ITOCTOSIHHOM >KEHLIUHBI, CyNpPyTrd, Maso
BOJIHOBAJIO UMIT€PATOPCKOTO OTIIPhICKA, ero 0oJibiiie 3a00THU/I MUD/IBI.

— OOBSICHHU.

Wbparum mMor cMesio He OTBeuaTh Ha BOMPOC, KaK fiesial y»Ke MHOTO pa3,



eC/IM UTO-TO He HPaBWIOCh CeJOBJaCOMY MY)KUMHE, TOT He CUYUTA HY>KHbIM
TriepesiaMbIBaTh CeOsl.

— Bcé ouenb mpocTo. My)KUMHBI [yMalOT, UTO 3TO OHH BbIOMpalOT cebe
>KeHIIMHY. OHU BUJAT NPUB/IEKATE/bHYIO MJIOTh, KPaCUBOE JIWIIO, YXOXKEHHbIE
BO/IOChL. OHU >KenaroT 3TO nonyuntb. M nmonyuaror. OHM CUMTAKOT, YTO KpacoTa
nipuBJieKaTesibHa. Ho mopoii ObiBaeT Tak, YTO Ha CBOEM MYTH Thl BCTpPeYaelllb
COBepIIIeHHO 0COOEeHHYIO APYTYIO XKeHII[UHY, — T'yObl cTapija APOTHY/U B Y/IbIOKe
Y I71a3a YyThb MOTeIUIe/d, OH TOYHO CaM MpeJascs JaJeKUM BOCIIOMUHAHUSAM. —
Kasasmoch Obl, OHa HUYEM He OTIMYAeTCS OT [JPYTUX TIpeJCTaBUTe/bHUIL]
TIpeKpPacHOro Iosa, BCé TOXXe caMOe — DYKH, HOTW, TOHKUM CTaH...OHa gaxe
MOJKeT He O/iMcTaTh ocenuTebHON KpacoToid. Ho ctout Tebe eé yBuzieTh, U BCS
TBOSI CYIIIHOCTb HauWHaeT TpereTaTh, TAHYTCA K Hel. yKenmaHue OBITb PSIIOM C
9TOM >KEHIIIUHOW CTAHOBUTCS TJIaBHOM MOTPeOHOCTHIO. Thl UyBCTBYeIllb, UTO 3a
eé y/nbIOKy roToB OT/laTh BCE. Tebsi BIBOpaurBaeT Hau3HAHKY, eC/IU PSIIOM C Heil
Thl BUMIIIb JIPYrOro My>KuuHy. JKemaHwe He o0/ajjaTh, a MPOCTO BUETH 3Ty
JKEHIIIMHY C COO0M CTaHOBUTCS HETPeOAOIMMbBIM. ThI JBIIHNIIEL ei. Thl )KUBeIllb
er. Thl 3achblnaelnip C MBICASIMA O HeW, U TIPOCHINAellbCs, Aymas, Kak OHa
TaM....d Tl CXogulllb C ymMa, eCJIi OHa He CIUT PSZAOM. Tbl MOXeIlb [OJIrO
MYUUTBCSI, METaTbCsl, He TIOHUMasl, UTO C TOOOMN TMPOMCXOJUT, @ MOXelllb Cpa3y
TIOHATh, UTO 3TO «OHAa», KEHIIWHA, BbIOpaHHasi [IpoBuaeHHEeM ObITH PSZIOM C
TO0O#...OHa MOXKeT OBbITb KOPOJIEBOM, WM HUII[EHKOW, MOJIOAEHbKOW [1eBOUKOM
WIM YMYZPEHHOM >XU3HbKO 3peniod Jamou. He BakHO, He B 3TOM CyTb. OHa
TpOCTO TBOH...Tak xe U MyupA. EMy 10CTaTouHO OAHOrO B3IVIsSiia Ha YesloBeKa, U
OH IMOHUMAET, UYTO OH CBSI3aH C HUM....

Torma Began 6Gosblile gyman o MUpZiaX, M cioBa MiGparvMa o >KeHI[iHe He
TPOHYJIH €ero.

3aro ceryac, CTOsI Ha KpbLIbLie U CMOTPS Ha 3alepTyo ABepb, OH OTUET/IMBO
VX BCIIOMHWJ/T U HACTOPOXKUJICS.

bpen. [TonHetiiii 6pep,.

Apusi He MOXeT OBITh ero KeHIIIMHOM.

Yrobbl OTB/IEULCS OT [J0CAJHBIX MbIC/IeH, BegaH CHOpLITHY/ C KPbUIbLIA,
riozgouten K bapze, npurcen Ha KOPTOUYKH U TOIVIZIU )KUBOTHOE T10 MOP/e.

— Bapga, Tl uTO-HUOY/Ib TTOHUMaAeIllb?

Cobaka C KpbUIbSIMM TIOCMOTpe/ia Ha uejioBeKa YMHBIMU TJa3aMU U
TKHYJIaCb MOP/IOM B LLIMPOKYO J1a/l0Hb.

— BOT ¥ A HHMUero He MOHUMar0. A I/JIaBHOe, S HE MOHUMAO, UYTO JesaThb
Jlajblue. . ..



Apus CTosIa TIOCpeJJUHe TOCTUHOW, KPEIKO CKUMaJia PYKA B Ky/JIaKu U
cudraja [0 [ecsATH, TIbITasiCh BLIPOBHATH JbixaHWe. E#  HeobxoquMmo
yCHoKouThCS....Eff  HeobxoquMo  ycriokouTbes...Huuero crpariHoro  He
TPOMCXO/IUT, OHA MIPOCTO UJeT Ha IPOrYJIKY.

Yry! Ha nporynky! C umneparopom!

['me 3TO0 BHWAAHO, UTOOBI C WMIIepaTOPOM Ty/asiAM 1o ropoay?! B ero
pe3uieHIHu — ia, BO3MOXXHO! W € yueToM TOro, 4TO TpOryJiKa 3aKaHunBaaach B
rocresu!

Apusi ObUla He BBICOKOTO MHeHMs 00 uMIlepaTopaXx W BcexX ocobax,
HaZie/IeHHbIX 0e3rpaHUYHOM BIAacTbiO. BilacTh TmopTwia /rofel, uesoBek,
HaZle/IeHHbIN BJ/IaCTbIO, yTpauuBa/l KauecTBa, 0CO00 IjeHHUMbIe €0 — A00pOoTY,
TIOHUMaHue, cocTtpazianre. OHU YMeH TOJILKO TIOAUUHSTh U TPeOOoBaTh.

A TaK ke yHUUTOXaTh.

Y>kacHbIe BOCTIOMHMHAHUS TOTOBBI ObUIM 3aXJ/IECTHYThH JI€BYIIKY, OHa YKe
HauvHa/ia YyBCTBOBATh, KaK 3a/bIXaeTCsl, BO3AYyX IepecTasl MOCTyIarh B JierKue,
1 Apus, ciesiaB Hafi coO0M mocieHee ycuaue, mobexkana K CTOJUKY, Te CTOST
rpaduH c Bogou. OHa He CTajla HanuBaTh BOAY B CTakaH, a CTajla »KaJHO IUTb
npsiMO 13 ropsa. Boza cTekasa mo mof00poAKy M Karajia Ha Jud TUiaThs, HO
JleByIlIKa HUYero He 3aMevaria. ..

JIniib 661 M30ABUTHCS OT KOIIIMapa MpOIIUIOoro. JIUiih Obl 3a0bITh. . ..

YCcTaHOB/IEHHBIM CPOK MMeeT CBOMCTBO MpoXoAuTb. Ha Kpbuiblie eé >xaan
CaMbIi B/IMSITENTbHBIA YeJI0BEK MMIIEPUM, U OHA He JI0/DKHA CIIPOBOL[MPOBATh €0
Y TTI03BOJIUTh BOWTH B [IOM.

Apusi MeTHy/1ach K mikady, T7ie XpaHWIUCh 111a/1d, HAKWJKU Y 1iaifyd. Houb
oberfaia OBbITH TeTUIONW, W [eBYyIlIKa peIua OrPaHUUUTLCA HAKHIKOM.
[poxkaluMy pykamMuy OHa ToripaBuia aud TiiaThsi, HaTSHY/a ero IMoBbillle, XOTS
hacoH 30HBI JIeKObTe ObIT U TaK MpefenbHO CKpoMeH. [lnaTtbe ObUIO IMOIIMTO
TaKUM 00pa30M, UTO He OTOJIsiI0 HU KyCOUKa TPY/IU.

HakvHyB CBepxXy HaKW/JKy W 3aCTerHyB e€ Ha BCe MNYroBULIbl, Apus
rocrernuia K Apepu. Byab, uro OyzeT. OHa ycrana 60sITbCSA U TIepeXXuBaTh. B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB, BO3MOXXHO, OHA U 3a0/y)K/laeTCs HacueT MMIlepaTopa, U BCE He
TakK TIJIOXO0, KaK el KayKeTcsl.

Korza oHa BbIllLIa U3 I0Ma, TO 3aCTajia KapTHHY, HEMaJIO YIUBUBLLYIO eé.

Vmneparop BemaH cuzen Ha KOPTOUKaX M O 4UeM-TO TUXO OecezoBasl C
mupzoM. Korza oOH pasroBapvBa/l C JKMBOTHBIM, €ro JIMLO BBIIVISAZE/0
pacc/iab/ieHHbIM, arpeccysi, BAaCTHOCTh M [IMHU3M TIepecTav MPOCMaTPUBAThCS.



Ha mMrHoBeHnue Apuu faxke 3a7r000Bajlach 3TOH KapTMHOW — UTO HU TOBOPH, a
ye/ioBeK C MHPJOM 3auapoBbiBajl M TpoOyK7an BO/JHEHWe Tiepes UX
MUCTHUYECKOU CBSI3BIO.

Ho, Kak W3BeCTHO, MCHOBEHMsI OUeHb OBICTPO 3aKaHUMBAIOTCA, U BepaH,
TIOYYBCTBOBAB MPUCYTCTBUE JEBYIIKH, TIOAHSJICS U BBITPIMHUIICS BO BECh POCT.
Korma oH B3rissHYn1 Ha ApWIO, TO Cpa3y 3aMeTH/, UTO OHAa OYeHb TUIOTHO
3aCTerHy/la HAKUJKY, JIMIIMB €ro BO3MOXKHOCTH JIFOOOBATbCSI OTKPBLITHIMU
riedamM. BesjaH CHOBa OTMETH/ HEB3PauHBIN CEpbIA IBET e€ IJIaTbsl, XOTS B
9TOM Ce30He ObI/TM MOJHBI SIPKUeE 1IBeTa.

Apusi Mmosryaia. OHa He 3Hajla O UeM TOBOPUTH C MMITepaTOpoM. Y HETO
00HApYKU/IOCh YIUBUTE/TbHOE CBOMCTBO HETIPaBU/IbHO MCTOJIKOBBIBATh €6 C/I0BA.

— Pemmia coipsTath OT MeHsS CBOM MpEeeCTH, UTOOBI Sl JIMIITHUKM pa3 He
WCKYIIIA/ICA? — BOMPOC COpBaJicsi ¢ Ty0 BesaHa caMoripon3BOJILHO.

Apusi B3IporHy/ia, C>kasia TyObl M CTa/la 0CTOPOXKHO CITyCKaThCs C KPbLIbLIA.
VcrnbITaHWe TIPofio/DKanoch. Mmmeparop He MO3BOJISA ei pacc/iabuThCs HU Ha
MUHYTY.

— 51 He MOHMMaIO O YeM BbI, Ballle BeJIMUECTBO. S 0[|eBaOCh TaK, KaK MHE
yI00HO.

— U He cnepyetb Mmojie?

— Her.

— MoJiojipie [eBYIIKH JIOOSIT MOJHBIE BEII[UUKH.

— 51 He Mory OTBeyYaTh 3a OCTAIBHBIX JeBylleK. Kaxaomy — CBOE.

— 3aBTpa Tebe JOCTaBSAT I/IaThsl OT rOCHOXU Jla3ephl. Byzelib HOCUTH UX.

Apus, He CMOTpsI Ha TO, UTO TpUObLIa B APpo HeZlaBHO, Oblyla HAC/IbIIIIAHA
PO MOAHBIA JOM rocrioky Jlazepel. Y Heé ofieBa/nCh NPUOIIDKEHHBbIE K
HMMITePaTOPCKOMY JBOPY, U TIPOCTOM CMEpPTHOM >KeHIIMHe, Aake obsajaBiieit
OoMbIIMM COCTOSIHMEM ObIZI0 TIPO0/IeMaTUYHO 3aKa3aThb IIIaTbe Yy TOCIIOXKU
Jlazepel.

— $1 He Oygy MX HOCUTh, — MPOCTO OTBeTHAa Apusa. OHa OCTAaHOBUJIACH
repesi My>KUMHOUW U CMeJIo TIOCMOTpeJia eMYy B I7ia3a.

TOT UPOHUYHO YCMEXHYJICS.

— Bynertiis. S TeOe MpUKaxy.

Heo)xu1aHHO ApHsi IOUYBCTBOBA/IA MIPUIMB CMEJIOCTH.

— BbI Temepb NOCTOSTHHO OyzieTe OT[jaBaTh MHE TPUKAa3bl?

Benan mo)kas ryiedaMu U TIPOTSIHYJ/T PYKY, TIpe/ijiarasi orepeThCsi Ha Heé.

— 910 OyzIeT 3aBUCETh OT TBOErO IMOBeJeHus, ApUs.

— Heyxxenu B umnepud OObIlle HET >KEHIWHBI, Ha KOTOPOW BbI ObI
COCpeJ0TOUN/IM CBOE BHUMaHHMe, Ballle BemuecTBo? Co MHOM BaM XJIOTIOTHO.

— OTO peLuarh yxXe MHe.



Apusi IpUKyCcUia HIDKHIOK Ty0y. He cTouT ycyryomsiTb U Tak HENPOCTYIO
CUTYaLHIO.

OHuU BBILUIUA CO /ABOPA, U [leByIlIKa HEBOJILHO OIVIsifiesiach Mo cTopoHaM. Hu
CTpaXu, HU OXpaHbl OHa He oOHapyxwuna. [la, AppoHUSi Ha cCaMOM /[iefe
yauBUTeNbHas umnepusi. Thl Hurge Oosibllle He BCTPETUILb HKMIIepaTopa
CcBOOO/THO TIPOT'Y/IMBAIOLETOCS TI0 CTOJIULIE B TOPJIOM OJJUHOUYECTBe.

— W orBeuasi Ha TBOW BoIpoc, Apusi, MOTY COOOIIUTb, UTO Ha JAHHBIM
MOMEHT y MeHsi HeT (aBOpUTKU. Thl MOKelllb CTaTh ei... S Tebe mpezsiararo
TIPOBECTH CO MHOU He OIHY HOUb, KaK 3TO ObLIO paHee...



I1aBa 6

Apusi He crielia CTyrajsa pPsJOM C MMIIEPATOPOM UM YyBCTBOBaja, 4TO
TOCTEIeHHO CTPax repes HUM OTCTYyIlaerT.

B KOHLIe KOHLIOB, OH TTPOCTO MY>KUMUHa.

— Baiuie BesimuecTBO, s BaM rOBOpWJIA y>Ke, UTO Y MEHS eCTh KeHUX, U Ballle
Tipe/i/Io’KeHNe s IPUHSTh HUKaK He Mory. Mo >keHUX CyJoB/ajesell, TOproseii,
Ha JHSX OH TIpUObIBaeT B Appo, W ecnu Bbl OylneTe MUJIOCTHUBBI M TaK XKe
BBLITTUIIINTE €My HalMCHYI0, TO Mbl TIOKEHUMCSI B OsrKaiiliiee BpeMmsl, — Apus
OIyCTWJIa TOJIOBY U TOpaJioBajiach, UYTO MU3-3a Cymepek umriepatop Benan He Mor
3aMeTUThb, KaK pymsiHeL] KOCHYJICA eé 1mek. OHa Bcerza KpacHesa, Korja Bpasna. —
Ec/mv ke Tak CIyuuTCs, UTO Bbl He TOXKejaeTe MPUHATH JImaHa MoHTeche B
NojJaHHble, TO.../la)ke He 3Hat0, Kak Mbl [IOCTYIIUM B 3TOM CJ1y4ae....HaBepHoe,
TpUMeEM pellleHre TIOKUHYTb APPOHMUIO. . .He 3Hak0...

— Het! — Bckpuk Bejana 3actaBui Apuio B3IpOrHYTh, a bap/ly HAaBOCTPUTH
yi. — Thl He yeJelllb, 3T0 He 06cy»kaeTcs!

— To ecTb Bbl MeH$1 He BbIITYCTUTE U3 CTOJIUL[bI?

EVi noka3asnoch WiM B THUIIMHE 3acChIMarolled yaWllbl Ha CaMOM Jiejie
paszasncs CKpexkeT 3y0OB?

— XOTb B UeM-TO MbI IMOHSJIM PYT APYra, MaJibIIIKa.

damusbsipHoe oOpailieHre TMOKOpoOuiIo Apuio, HO OHa T[poMoJYasa.
[IicKyccupoBaTh ¢ My>KUMHaMK Oecriosie3Hoe fienio. VIX ¢ poxkjeHust TpruyJasiu K
TOMY, UTO OHU TIPaBbl, YTO UX PellleHre eJUHCTBEHHO BEPHOE U HeOCIIOpHUMOe.

— Kyga Mbl ¢ Bamu Hampas/isseMcsi? — Apus peluu/ia TiepeMeHUTb TeMmy.
MeHblile Bcero eii XOoTesioch 00CYyX/aTh €6 BO3MOXKHYIO JIHOOOBHYHO CBSI3b C
vMmnepatopoMm Beganom. ToTr He [fefa/ MONBITOK K HeW TPUKOCHYTHCS,
TPOHUKHYTb IO/ T/IaThe, 0CTA/IbHOE OHA MOIJIa TIePeXUTh.

OH MOHS/I, UTO OHA CO3HATe/IbHO CMEHW/la TeMY, HO He CTa/l 3a0CTPSAThb
BHUMaHue. CiumkoM omacHo. U Bo30Oykjaroije. Ero useH IOCTOSHHO
HaXO/W/ICS B PErHPOBaHHOM COCTOSIHHUH, CTOWJIO TOJIBKO TOAyMaTh 00 Apwuw,
KaK 0 JII0OOBHHIIE.

— Xouy roka3atb Tebe offHO 03epo. Thl ke TFOOHIIL BOJ0EMbI?

Apus KUBHYIIA.

— Jla, mo6stt0. Bozia ycriokauBaeT MeHs.

BriepBbie ¢ MOMEHTa MX BCTPEUM r'oJI0C AEeBYIIIKU ITPO3BYyUasl CIIOKOWHO, 6e3
HampsbkeHUst, 0e3 cTpaxa, 0e3 MOMBITOK B 4eM-TO ybOeauTh umreparopa. U
Benany noHpaBW/ICS TUXUM TTPOHUKHOBEHHBIV rosioc Apun. OH 3a4apoBbIBa/l U



...BBI3bIBaJI JXeJlaHWe CJIyIIaTh ero U Jasblie.

— Torna, yBepeH, 03epo Tebe moHpaBUTCs. Thl He MecTHas, a TO ObI 3Harla,
YTO OHO HAaXOJWUTCS NPAKTUYECKU 38 TBOUM [IOMOM.

— XoTenock Obl iyMaTh, UTO y MeHsl Oy/ieT BO3MO)KHOCTh U3yUuTh AppO.

Benan nHaxmypwicd. bappa miia psgoM C HAM, M OH MePUOAUYECKU
TIOI7IaKUBa/l MUp/a T10 TOI0Be. YC/bILIAB MOC/eJHUe C/I0Ba JeBYIIKH, ero pyKa
3amMmepiia.

— YTO ThI MMeelllb B BUAY?

Apusi Ccrapanach Jep)aTtbCs OT HUMIlepaTopa Ha pacCTOSIHUHW, IYyCTb U
HebonbioM. Eif He X0Te/loch COTMpUKAacaTbCsl C MY)KUMHOM Jlaxke CayuaitHo. Bo
n30e)kaHre pa3Horo pojia HeMpUSTHOCTeN U HeJjopa3yMeHUH.

— JIuiiib TOJIBKO TO, UTO s XOTesa Obl y3HaTh TOPO/ momyyilie. MeHst Bcerjja
TIpUBJIEKA/IA JIpeBHUE ropojia C UX MCTOPUeM, CTapUHHBIMU 3[,aHUSIMU, Y3KUMU
riepeys0uKamu. . .. Kaxkipli1 ropoy; BeZleT CBOKO JIETOMUCh.

— Xopotuee xenanue. C y10BOJILCTBHEM CTaHY TBOUM MPOBOAHUKOM.

— $1 GBI MIpUHSJIa Ballle Mpe//ioyKeHue, Ballie BLICOUeCTBO, HO 60I0Ch, MOEMY
JKEHUXY He TPUAYTCA 110 AyLle Hallu TIPOryJIKU. A s He X0Uuy ero pacCTpauBaTh.

[lpu ymomuHaHuu O >XeHuxe BemaH Hactopoxkuscs. [louemMy-To oH Obul
yBepeH, UTO [IeBUYOHKA CIeLMa/JbHO HeT-HeT Jja HarloMyHaeT 0 HeM. TOUHO TakuMm
00pa30oM MbITAeTCsl BO3BECTH HEBUIMUMYIO CTEHY MeXXy HUMU.

Hawugnasi! OfHO ero cjioBoO ...

W yto? CHoBa npuHyxjeHue? Eé cTpax v cjie3bl?

— DTOT BOIpoC Mbl petinM. [Iporty cropa, — BejaH pykoit yKasas Ha y3KYyro
TPOIy MeXXy BBICOKMMU KyCTapHHKaM{ C KPYIHbIMUA OesibiMU 1iBeTKamMu. He
CMOTPSl Ha TO, UTO HACTyraja HOYb, L[BeTbl IPOJOJDKAJXA pajioBaTh IJ1a3
KpaCUBBIMU OyTOHaMMU.

Apusi oT™MeTH/Ia, 4TO eciu Obl BeaH He ykasan HampaB/jeHUe, OHa cama
HUKorJa Obl He 3amMeTwsia 3Ty Tpomny. [Ipuzep>kuBasi pyKamu CBHCAIOIUe KyCThI,
OHa CBepHY/la B HY>KHOM HarlpaBJ/IeHUH.

— OCTOpOXKHO, He moLjaparav JuL0 BeTKaMu, — rojioc BejaHa paspasncs
COBCeM psiioM, U ApUsi HeBOJILHO B3/IDOTHY/IA. ¥Y3Kasi Tporia cO/imM3nia ux Tefa, u
eCJ/IM OHA OCTYIIUTCS UJIU OH CJie/laeT 1iar IMoLIMpe, TO OHU CONPUKOCHYTHCS.

MeByIiKa omycTuia rojoBy U o0iM3Hyna repecoxiive ryobl. Tak, HUUero
CTpAIITHOTO He MPOUCXOUT. ...CTOUT 006 3TOM MOMHUTB!

[Tpoxop, yepe3 KyCTapHUKH OKa3a/iCsl AJIMHHbIM. BO3MOXXHO, 31eCh KOrja-To
Obula asiesi WK Tlapk, MOTOMY UTO eC/IA TIPUCMOTPEThCS, TO MOXKHO 3aMeTHUTh,
YTO Ha TPOIMHKE TO U JleJI0 MIPOCKa/Ib3bIBaeT IPaBUM.

— MBI IOYTH NPULLIH.

Os3epo BO3HUK/IO W3 HUOTKyAa. Hebosblioe, BBITSHYTOW (HOpPMBI, OHO



CBepKasio 3a0aBHbIMHU TiepesiiBaMy B OTO/IecKax JIyHHOTO cBeta. [Ipu ykenaHuM
ero MO)KHO Ob1I0 060¥TH TemKoM. [TecyaHblii Geper TOHKOU TOIOCKOM TSHYJICS
B/I0JIb BCETO 03€pa, MpaB/ja, TPaBa HauMHasIa 0e3)KaJ0CTHO Mo/0MpaThCs K MecKy.

— KpacuBo, — nipu3Hasiach Apus, Kak 3adapoBaHHasi CMOTpSl Ha Boay. Ha
Kakoe-TO BpeMsl OHa Ja)ke 3abblla, YTO pSIOM HaXOAWTCS WMIIEPAaToOp U
NpYCTaNbHO Hab/IofaeT 3a eé peakLven.

— Papzi, uto Tebe IOHPaBUIIOCh.

— 37ech Ha caMoM jlefie paJlyeTcsi yllia U OTAbIXaeT I7ias.

HeByllika mofolizia K KPOMKe 03epa, Mpucesa W 3auepIiHysa JiafoIIKou
Bozy. Bojia, HarpeTasi JHEBHBIM CBETOM, OKa3asiach TerIoi.

— Mpb1 c 6GpaToM B [eTCTBe HWCC/Ie[OBald BeCb Topoj, 00asuwid Bce
3aKOY/IKH Y TIPUILLUTH K BBIBOAY, UTO K3 03ep 3TO CaMoe KpPacHBoe.

— Io3BosibTe C BaMH COTTIACUTBCSL. ..

Apusi He cremwia TMogHUMaThCs. OHa yKe 3Hala, UYTO HENPEMEHHO
BepHeTCs1 K o03epy 3aBTpa. OT eé goMa paccrosHyde [0 o3epa OblIo
MHUHMMaAbHbIM. OHa ITOCMOTPUT MAapHIPyT [AHeM. BBIXOAWTH Beuepamu, [0
nipye3/a JInaHa, oHa GoJbliie He PUCKHET.

— Appo HanMuKaH HeOOBIIUMU 03€pLiaMU | TPYJaMHU, CYIleCTBYET BepCHs,
YTO THICSUE/IeTHe Ha3aj Ha MecTe UMIepuu AppoHuu ObUTO GeckpaiiHee Mope,
camoe 0o7bIlIoe U3 BCEX TOTZA M HbIHE CYIIeCTBYIOIMX. JIpeMTiomuii BHyTpr
3eMJIM ZIPaKOH TIPOOYAN/ICS Ha KpaTKUi MUT, pa3Msi/l TeJI0 U TIPUBEJ B IBWKEHUN
3eMHOU TI/IaCT, BC/IE[CTBUE UYero 3eMJisi PacCTyluiach BO MHOTUX MeCTaxX U
TIOTJIOTH/Ia MOPE, OCTaBUB HaM JIUIIIb BOT TaKue 03epPKH. ...

HebGonbioit paccka3 Begana 3actaBus Apuro  yibIOHYThCS, W OHA
TIPOTTYCTH/Ia MOMEHT, KOT/Ia OH BCTaJI PSIJIOM.

— BBl BepuTe B ZipakoHa, KUBYIIIETO 10| 3eMJIeii?

BenaH roxa’si rjiedamu.

— ITouemy ObI U HET?

Bapga obomwuia Apuio €O COMHBI U BCTajia TI0 JPYTYIO CTOPOHY.
[Tpub>keHre )XKUBOTHOTO OHA He MOIVIa He 3aMeTHUTh M HEMHOTO Harlpsir/iach.
OHa 1oHMMaJIa, YTo B TIPUCYTCTBUM X03sIMHA MWD/ He Harla/leT Ha Heé, HO el BCé
paBHO ObIL710 He 110 cebe.

— Xortsi, HaBepHOe, OueHb MHOTHWE He BepsAT W B JIeTAalluX cobak, —
nobaBuna Apus, 0osiee BHMMAaTe/JbHO pacCMaTpuBasi JKMBOTHOro. Ecim
CpaBHUBATh C JIFOOBIM TICOM, /la)kKe CaMbIM OOJIBIIMM U TIOPOJUCTBIM, MHUP/IBI
obsazlamy Kyza Oosiee CHUBHBIMU HOTaMH W KPENKUM TejioM. KpbUlbs y HHUX
CKJI/IbIBA/IMCh BO/b TY/IOBUIIA TaKMM 00pa3oM, UTO He Mellaan XoAbbe u
TIPAKTUYeCKH ObI/T He 3aMeTHBI.

— CoryaceH c Toboii. Te, KoMy HM pa3y He JOBOAWIOCH BHZETh MHUDJOB,



YaCTO COMHEeBAKOTCs B UX CyL|eCTBOBaHUM.

— KpacuBsble XHWBOTHbIE, — CKasasa Apwus, npojo/kas usyuarb bapay. Ta
TOAHsJIa MOPAY, U y [EeBYLIKU BO3HUK/IO UyBCTBO, UTO >XMBOTHOE TMPEKPacHO
TIOHWMAEeT, O YeM OHa FOBOPUT.

— W ouensb nipegaHHbie. [laBali IPUCSIEM, B HOTax IpaB/ibl HeT.

WmnepaTop, He [J0XWAasCh OTBeTa, pPACCTeTHY/A 3070Tyi0 OpOIllb,
yAep>KUBaroIle TIOJbl T/allja, U pacCTe/u/l ero Ha mecuaHbii 6eper. Cam OH
Cpa3y >ke OIMyCTU/ICS Ha 3eMJII0 U JIa/JOHbIO TI0XJI0TAa/ Ha MeCTO PsiZioM C COO0iA.

CHOKOUCTBUIO TPUILIET KOHEL,. ...

Apus m[OHMMa/sa, YTO OTKasblBaTbC He KMeeT CMbIC/Ia, I103TOMY
OCTOPOXKHO OIyCTW/IaCch Ha IUlalll, HO YyTb Jajbllle TOrO0 MeCTa, KOTOpoe
nipeyiaraa umrepatop. OHa cejla Ha KpawW, IOUTH Ha Mecok. BemaH 3ameru
KeJlaHUe JIeBYIIIKA 0Ka3aThCsl OT HEro Ha PaCCTOSTHUM U [IOCA/I/TUBO CXKaJl T'YOBbl.

Ero TeprieHue yracaso Ha Iias3ax....

K Tomy ke OH coBepiu/ OmMUOKY, Tpubnu3uB K cebe feByiKy. Tereps,
KOTJla OHA CH/Jiesia, B TOJI0Be TIPOYHO 000CHOBAjIaCh MbIC/b, UTO CTOUT C/eJiaTh
O/THO IBW>KeHUe, OTIPOKUHYTh €€ Ha CIUHY, U OHa OyJieT JOCTyITHa eMy....

— Pacckaxxu o cebe, Apusi, — UTOObI KAaK-TO OTBJIEUbCSI OT KPaMOJIbHBIX
MBICJ/IeM, TIONPOCUI uMmriepatop. — Tbl — feByllKa-3arazka. He ckporo, g otgan
pacriopsbkeHue CBOUM JIFOfIAM pa3y3HaTb O Tebe, HO TIOKa OHU COOWparOT
CBeJleHHs, MHe XOTeJ/I0Ch Obl YC/IbIIIaTh UCTOPUIO TBOEH >KHU3HU OT Tebsl.

Bor TyT Apus B3BOJIHOBajsiaCh He Ha LIyTKy! OHa B3JpOrHy/sa U pes3Ko
II0OBepHYyJ/a TO/I0BYy K MyXuuHe. Ha eé june oTpasuioch yAuB/IeHUe BMecTe C
HapacTarolluM BO3MYyIl|eHUeM.

— BbI He [0/DKHBI OBLTM 3TOTO ZiesiaTh! — BCKpUYasia OHa, bnenHes. — Most
JKU3Hb — 3TO MOS1 )KU3Hb! BbI U Tak J0CTaTOUHO B He€ BMellBaeTeCh!

Benan mnpuinypusn masa ¥ [OPUCTAABHO I[IOCMOTpen Ha JeByliky. Eé
TIOPBLIBUCTLIE CJIOBA MPOOYAM/INA B HEM TeMHOE Hauyasio, OH Pa303/IU/ICS.

— T'ocriorka Apusi, Thl 3a0bIBaelllb C KeM pa3roBapHBaeliib! ...

B ero ronoce 0T4eT/IMBO C/IBILLIATIOCH TIpeAyTIpeXeHune.

Ho feByllika HUKaK He OoTpearupoBajia Ha Hero. Eé 3axjecTHy1u sMoLuy,
Ky/la CWJIbHee CTpaxa Iepej psioM CUAALMM MY>KUAHOM.

— [Ha, BBI TIpaBbl, s MOAJanach WIO3UM U 3a0blia, UTO TiepeJo0 MHOMU
HaxO[UTCS Ue/IOBeK, KOTOPbIM MOKeT BCE, M B YaCTHOCTH, CIIOKOMHO
I1IepeBOPOLLUTS MPOLILJIOe JPYroro yeaoseka!

Apusd ciesiajia HeYKJ/IIOXKYIO TOMbITKY TTOAHATLCS Ha HOT'M, HO 3aryTasach B
HIWKHUX foOKax. OHa Oosbllle He coOupanach BeCTH HeoOpeMeHUTE/bHYIO
beceny c umrmepatopoM. B rosioBe BO3HUMK/IA U 3aly/bCUPOBaia MbIC/Ib, UTO ei
Heobxo1Mo 6ekaTh, U 6eXaTh, KaK MOXKHO CKOpee.



Ot Bepana...

Ot nponwioro. ..

OT TOrO, UTO OHO MOXXET IOBJIeYb. ...

BesaH npumiylieHHO 3apbluaji, TOUHO 3Bepb, KOTJa yBUJeJI, UTO JeBYIIKa
cobupaetcst Bctatb. OH /ielicTBOBaJ ObICTPO U >KeCTKO.

OH cxBaTWJ/I e€ 3a PyKy U pBaHY/I Ha cebsl.

— Tebe HUKTO He pa3peliiaja BCTaBaTh U YXOIUTh!

Apusi 3a/l0XHy/ach, JbIXaHWe CIep/i0 B TPy, BO3HUK/IU O00Jie3HeHHbIe
owyueHus. OHa CHOBa yIasia Ha Ipy[ib UMIIepaTopa, Kak B Ty POKOBYH) HOUb,
KOrZia e€ UCIYTaHHYIo J0CTaBU/IM K HEMY BO JJBOpeL]...

Cetiuac ucrnyra He Obi0. HaripoTuB, oHa To)ke pa303/usiach, 3abbIB, UTO
3MoMy MY>KUMHE [OCTAaTOYHO HECKOJIbKO CJIOB Y €6 MOT'YT 3aTOYMTh B TeMHHUL]Y
3a ockopOsieHre uMIiepaTopa WM 3a Jito0oi Apyroit MyuduyeCcKnii IPOCTYTIOK. . .

— MHe He Hazlo Bawero pasperleHus! Bbl...Bbl TOJIBKO PUTBOPSieTECH, UTO
no6pb! UTo MoKeTe 0011]aTbCs C YKEHII[WHOM, He TIPUKa3biBasi U He TIOAUnHSIs eé!
A yxoxy nomoii! Bepree....

[oroBopuTe OHa He CMOI/Ia, MOTOMY uTO BejaH, BbIpyraBLUKCh, OZHOU
PYKOM 3axBaTW/ TO/OBY ApuM, MOBa/IWI €€ Ha IUlal] W BIWICH >XeCTKUMH
ry0aMu B HEXXHBIM DOT, HaBa/MBIIKWCh BCEM KDYMHBIM TeIOM Ha XPYIKYIO
burypy JeByLLIKHU.

OHa 3akpuuaja eMy B pOT, OTYassHHO IIOHMMasi, UTO COMNPOTHUBJIATHCS
becrione3Ho. OHa TAe-TO COBeplliMJa POKOBYH  OIIKMOKY, TMOTepsiia
6AUTeTbHOCTD, M pacrijiaTa He 3aMe/|jTiia MoC/ie/IoBaTh.

Tereps eii He U30e)KaTb HACUJIUSI. . ..

Apus 3acTbliia, eé Tejlo OKameHeso. Pyku BLIENMWIUCH B TIAll U Crpebu
TOJIOTHO. DTO HAavyaso KOHLA. ...

Bosnbiiie He OyzeT HU CJie3, HU YrOBOPOB, HU TMOMBITOK ybepeubcsi. Bcé
HampacHo. Bugumo, oT cyab0bl He yijelb....Apusi cTapanach ObITh GOHIOM,
CTapasach MPOTUBOCTONTh y/lapaM CyAbObl, HO He BCer/ia MoJyiy4asnoch.

Y Bepmana uTo-TO 3aMKHYJIO B rojioBe. OH copBascs ¢ Lenu. Bce pasymMHbie
JIOBO/IbI MICU€3/TH, UCTIAapWIKCh B HeObITHe, KaK TOMbKO OH yBH7EN, uTo Apus
cobupaetrcsi yxoauth. [Ipy 3ToM y Heé ObLJIO Takoe peIuTe/lbHOe BhIpaKeHUe
L@, 4YTO MOXKHO I[IOAyMarb, YTO OHa YyXOJWT He IMPOCTO C 03epa, OHa
cobupaeTcsi yUTH U3 TOPO/ia, U3 UMIIEpPUH. .. U3 er0 >KHU3HU.

OTOro OH I03BOJIUTH He MOr'!

[To kpauiHel Mepe, /10 TeX TMOP, MOKa He MOJy4uT eé!

1 BepnaH, pyKOBOJCTBYSICh MY>KCKUMU WHCTUHKTaMH, HabOpocusicsi Ha Heé.
Eé ry6nl MaHW/IH, 3Ba/iv, U OH He Bbijiepskas. OH TIPUHSLJICS 11eJI0BaTh €€ C Kapom
U CTPacThiO, Ha KaKylo TOMbKO ObUT criocobeH. M oH He 3ameuart, UTO ero ryosbl



He JlaCKalT, a MHYT, TpUYMHSS He YAOBOJLCTBUE, a, CKopee, 06omb. OH
CTPeMUJ/ICSI TIPOHUKHYTh BHYTPb, pa3KaTb He)XHbIe JIeleCTKU T'yD, UCTIUTH eé
C1af0CTh. ...

OHa e Jie)kasa 1oj, HuM, TOYHO CTaTys.

OH KpaeM CO3HaHUs UyBCTBOBaJI, UTO OHA He OTBeYaeT eMy, HO MATKOCTh eé
Tesla CBOJWMA C yma. [pyau, pacruiolijeHHble ero TPYJHOW KJeTKou, Oenpa,
HaxXofsIIuecs: akkypar B obnactu ero 6enep. Eé Tesno 6bi10 co3/aHO AJisi ero.
OHO BOJIHOBAJIO €ro Tak, Kak HU OHO Apyroe >KeHCKoe TeJIo.

lTonoBa Bepmana mia kpyroMm. HakoHel-To, OH TIipuKacaeTcsi K Hel!
Kenanue o6nazath Apuell CTaHOBW/IOCH HaBaXK/eHUWEeM, U celyac, Korja OH
J1acKasl eé, 3To HaBaKeHUe yCUIUBaJIoCh.

Ero pykd TIDOHUKIM T0[, FOOKY JeBYIIKM U JOTPOHYIUChH [0 aTJacHbBIX
Genep.

[TpoxnafHbIl BO34YX 3aCTaBUJI EeBYLLIKY B3APOTHYTh U 3a)KMYPUTBCSL.

Ceiluac OHa moOCTapaeTci HAU O YeM He JyMaTb, He BHUKaTb B
Tpoucxojdiiee... ApyUs Ha JIMYHOM OIIbITe 3Haja, YTO Camble yrKacHble Bellu
VIMEIOT CBOMCTBO 3aKaHUMBAThCSI.

BesiaH ¢ HOBOW CWJIOH MPUHSJICA Le/10BaTh JeBYLIKY. EMy Tak U He yaanock
TIPUHUKHYTh BHYTPb €€ pTa. OH I/IyX0 3aCTOHa/l W OTOpBajCs OT Heé, UTOOBI
B3IVIIHYTh B IVIa3a.

OTO OBIIO OLIMOKOIA.

Eé rn1a3a HUuYero He BbIpa)kajid, OHW 3aCTbLIM, Y, He MUIas, CMOTpe/d B
HOYHOe 3Be3/iHOe Hebo.

— Apwus..., — Tnyxo BelAOXHY Benan ums geByiiku. OH MOr ceiluac OfHUM
[IBWKeHVeM TPOHUKHYTh B Heé, U MOKOHUYUTbL C TPeK/IAThIM HaBaKaeHueM. OH
MOl B34Tb €€, y[JOBJIeTBOPUThL CTPACThb, HO... BejaH OTHOCWJICA K YUCIY Tex
MY>KUUH-TIOO0BHUKOB [Ii1  KOTOPbIX BaXkKHbl UyBCTBa mMapTHepiu. Emy
HPaBW/IOCh He TO/BKO M0Jy4aTh, HO U JApUTh YIOBOJbLCTBUE. Y HEro ObLIO
MHOI'O JKeHILIUH, U OH C JIerKOCTbI0 MOI' pacrio3HaTb UMUTHUPYET JIU JKeHI[UHa
oprasMm, WUy Ha CaMOM Jiejie cropaeTt B CTPacCTy.

Cetliuac ke emMmy )KU3HEeHHO Heobx0JuMOo ObLJIO 3HAaTh, YYBCTBOBATh, OCSI3aTh,
yTO ApUA 107, HUM T10/1y4aeT yJ0BO/IbCTBUE.

A OHa Jie)kasa, CMUPHBILIMCSH C ero J0MOraTe/ibCTBaMu.

— Apusi, — CHOBa I103Ba/l UMIIEpPATOpP U JIACKOBO MOIVIaAWI [EeBYLUKY I10
mjeke. Apus cHoBa B3jporHyna. — IlocMoTpu Ha MeHs....NOCMOTPH,
MavIbIllIKa. ..., — OHa MOJUYMHWIACH U Tpulllyia ouepeAb BenaHa B3gporHyTh. Eé
I7la3a He BbIpa)Kalu CTpaxa, B HUX He ObLIO C/ie3, B HHUX 3acThlla
obpeueHHOCTh. — §I He caenaro0 Tebe HUUEro T/I0XO0TO0... 51 Xouy /lackaTh Tebs. .. 5
X0uy M0JjJapyuTh HaM Hac/1axzaeHue. .. Tbl CBOJUILbL MeHS C YMa...TBOE TeJIO...TBOEé



muo.... Tl He Tipe/iCTaB/Isiellib, KaK ThI XKeJIaHHa. ..

OH u3MBaA CBOU SMOIMM U UyBCTBA, HO BBIHY K/]eH ObI/ IIpepBaThCs, KOTza
yCJ/IbIIAJ B OTBET TUXO0e:

— Tak Gepure, Ballle BeJTMUECTBO.

UeTsIpe €JIOBa, B KOTOPBIX HAllpOYb OTCYTCTBOBAJIa KU3Hb.

BegaH, uToObl Kak-TO COB/IA/IeTh C PBYLIMMH HYTPO JIeMOHaMH CTPACTH,
YTKHYJICS [|eBYLLIKe B IJIe4O U 4aCTO 3abIlial.

Ila, OH MOT C JIETKOCThIO B3STh €€ ceiiuac. OHa He Oy/leT COMPOTUBJIATHCS.
He Oyner ero ymonsiTh OTIMYCTUTb €&, KaK 3TO ObLIO B MpOLLIbIA pa3. OHa
peLlnia MoAUUHUTLCS UMIIepPaTopy.

U on, 6oru, xoTtes eé 1oAUNHEeHHSs, HO He Takoro!!!!

Began xores, uToObl OHa TOJUMHSIACH, HO C PaZloCThiO, UTOOBI €& TyObl
CMesiMCh, IVIa3a y/blbasuch, a pPyKH TSIHYIUCH K Hemy. UToObl eé Teso
OTK/IMKA/IOCh Ha KaXkioe ero MpUKOCHOBeHHe, uToObl Oespa TMOJHUMAIMCh K
HEMY HABCTpeuy, UToOblI eé AbixaHWe ObUIO MPEpPLIBUCTBIM OT 3aXJieCTHYBIITHX
SMOL[UM.

OH He x0TeJ1 eé HaCKU/I0BaTh.

— Wmm nomotid, bapza rpoBoauT Tebsl.

KT0 OBI TOJILKO 3HaJI, Yero CTOW/IM UMIIepaTopy 3TH C/I0Ba.

OH oTnycTu eé.

CHosga.

Ha gposkaiux Horax JieByIlKa MOAHAJIACH C MJlallja U, ToLIAaTbIBasiCh, TOUHO
TibsiHast, TTI0Opera c risbka. bapa, oxpaHsis, roc/efoBasa 3a Hel.

A wumneparop BenaH, He clepXaBLIMCb, yAap KyJakOM TII0 TIeCKy, "
TIPOK/IMHAsT BCeX W BCs, yrasa Ha cruHy. EMy HeoOxoaumo ObL10 coOparbcst C
CW/IaMU U TIPUHATH pellieHre 0CTaBUTh Aputo e CeIMHT B MOKOe.

Y Heé ecTb xeHUX. OHU CKOPO TOXKEHATCS, HAPOXKAKT Kyuy [eTULIeK U
OyAyT XKUTh [IO/IT0 U CYACTIUBO.

Cromn!

BenaH, pe3ko rogHsB KOpPITyC, CeJl.

KeHux....

OTO CJI0BO pacKajeHHbIM K/IeMMOM OTIIeuaTajoCh B ero co3HaHuu. [la, oH
3HaJl O CyljecTBoBaHMU JInaHa MoHTechbe, U 3HaJl, KeM OH MPUXOAUTCS ApPUM.

Ho ceropnsi, Korja Apusi roToBa Obljia MMOAUMHUTLCS €My, OHa HU CJIOBOM He
obMosBuIack o Jlnane. He mobosiiack HU ero THeBa, HU pa3pbiBa [TOMOJIBKH.

Began Haxmypuiics. UTo-To TyT ObIZIO He TaK B 3ToM romosiBke. OH TOTOB
OB/ MOK/IICTBCSA, UTO UTO-TO HeE TakK....
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Apust Haziesiacb, UTo yTpO Oyznet qo6peiM. Bripouem, Kak U /IeHb.

OHa mpocHy/nack C TBePAO MPUHSTHIM pellleHueM MOKWHYTb Appo. IlycTb
vMriepatop BezsaH M ckaszan, UTO He BBITYCTUT €€ M3 CTOJIMIIbI, OHAa HaijeT
crioco6 ero obxutpuTh. Eif He BrepBOM 3ameTaTh CJiefibl M CKPbIBAaThCSA B
Hen3BeCTHOM HarlpaBJiIeHUU.

Oropuano ogHo. [dom. Apus ycrnena TIpUBSI3aTbCsi K HEMY, VIOTHBIU,
HeOOo/bIIION, C POCKOIITHBIM Ca/I0M, OHa HafiesyiaCh 06pecTH 37jeCh MUD U TIOKOH,
HO HATONKHY/aCh Ha HeXWible CTPacTh, OT KOTOPBIX BCHO >KU3HbL yOerasna.
[ToaToMy.... Kak HU TmedasbHO 3TO OBbLIO OCO3HaBaTh, HO JIOM TPUAETCS
Obpocutb. OHa coMHeBaiach, uTO uMrepatop BezaH, mocie obHapyxeHUsi eé
rnobera (a 3To Oymer MMeHHO TOOer, Tereph COMHEBATbCS He ITPUXO/HUIOCH)
OCTaBUT ero 3a Heil. [IpojjaBaTh 10M OHa He OyzeT, 4YTOObI He BbIaTh TIJIAHOB,
nipuzieTcst OpOCUTH ero.

Apusi ipuKycusia TyOy. A HOBBIH HETIOHSITHO KOT/la OHA CMOYKET KYIHTh...
[eHer ocraBasoch KaracTpodryecku Masao, Ha HOBOE JKU/be el He XBaTuT. Bce
COCTOSIHME OHa BJIO)KW/IA B Cy[OBYI0 KOMIMaHUIO JlhaHa, OHM HaJesi/IMCh Ha
XOpOIIUM [IOXO, W KyMNWId HeCKOJbKo Kopabneii. Ho pgaxe Apusi, He
OCBe/lOMJIeHHasi B BeJIleHUU TOPTOBJIM, IOHMMaJIa, uTo NpUObLTL OyzieT He cpasy,
TIPUIETCS MOA0XK/AATh HECKOJIBKO JIEeT.

Huuero, onu cripaBsaTcs. Kak cripaBnsiiuchk Bcerga. Jlerkass ynbibka
KOCHy/ach ry6 aeByiiku. CKobKo ieT oHU ¢ JInanom BmecTe? KakeTcsi, ceMb. ..
Celtuac el ABaAIaTh, a MO3HAKOMHU/IMCh OHM, KOI/la OHA Obl/Ia FOHOM IEeBOUKOM,
Bepsiiiiel, uTo 00po mobexkaaeT 3710.

Tak, ocraHoBuch, Apusi fe CenuHr! Hukakux MOOpTAIIMX HaCTpOeHHe
Mbicsieit! J[Jobpo Bcerma mobexkzaeT 310! B 3Ty UCTMHY HaZilo BEPUTH CBATO, U
Torja 6oru OyayT cornepexuBaTh Tebe!

Ckopo JIuaH TIPUIIBIBET, OHU C HUM OOCYIST Aa/bHEeUIIN T1/1aH JeHMCTBUH,
Y CHOBA HAYHYT HOBYIO )KH3Hb.

Terepb OHM TIOCTApPAlOTCS BLIOpATh /1JIs1 TIPOYKUBAHUSI MECTO, T7ie He Oyzer
uMIiepaTopoB. Apusi Jlake TOTOBa ObUla COIVIaCUThbCSI Ha OTAA/IEHHYHO OT
I[MBUJIM3ALIMM JIePEeBHIO WM HeOonbInol ropoj. EAuHCTBeHHOe, Hazlo, UTOOBI
PSIZIOM HaxO/AWJICS TTOPT. MosKeT, KOpOTKO 06pe3arh BOIOCHI, TIePETSIHYTh IPY/b U
OTIIPaBUTbCS BMecTe ¢ JluaHoM OOpO3AWUTHL MOpCKHE TIPOCTOphI? A 4TO?
Hernnoxas vjesi, OHa JIeTKO COW/IeT 3a FOHOLLY.

Apusi paccMmesiiack CBOMM MbICiiaM. Kakor u3 Heé roHoma? [la ¥ K MOpO



OHa He 0c000 XOpOIII0 OTHOCUTCS, OOUTCS.

— Tocrioxka e CenuHr, TaM K BaM MNpUILIM! — 3ambIxaBiascs M3o/bza
BOe’kasa B KOMHATy ApDUU.

3BecTHe 0 rOCTSIX HACTOPOXKUIIO JIEBYIIKY. B rocieqHue JHU K HEH TO/IBKO
Y JIeJIal0T, UTO TIPUXO/SAT He3BaHble TOCTU OT UMIIepaTopa.

— Kro, N3onpma? — oHa mocTapajack TOBOPUTH CIIOKOMHO, HE BbIAATh
BOJIHEHUS, MTHOBEHHO OXBAaTHBIIIee eé.

— Cama rocnoxa Jlaszepa no)kanoBana!l — efBa /1 He CO CBSIILEHHBIM
TPeneToM  BBbIIOXHY/JAa  KyxXapKa, IJIaBHO  3aHUMaroljas  JO/DKHOCTb
yTIPaBJISIOLLeH.

— I'ocrioxka Jlasepa? — nepecripocusia Apus.

— OHa camas! OT1o Hazo xe! A 1 He 3Haa, UTO BbI €€ K/IMeHTKa!

— §1 Toxe He 3Hana..., — TUXO mpobOopmoTasa ApuUs W HampaBUIach
BCTpeyarb U3BECTHYIO IIOPTHUXY.

Bot Tebe u HOBasi BecTouka oT umrieparopa. OH cjepkan obeljaHue U
pewuus nepeogets eé. H-ga.. ..

Tocnoka Jlazepa OKa3ajaCcb HEBBICOKOW IIOJIHOW  JKEHIMHOM C
MpULLYPEHHbIM HeJOBO/JbHBIM B3I/Ii40M. OHa BEYHOCTb He Bble3Kaja Ha
TIPUMEPKY, Zla’ke PUO/IKeHHbIe K UMITEPaTOPCKOMY /IOMY Jie[iy IPUXOJUIN B eé
ZIOM MO/ibl, ¥ TepIIe/IMBO XaIu CBOEM Ouepesii.

A TyT....

Hert, rocrioka Jlasepa, KOHeuHO, MOHUMAasa, YTO y umrepatopa BepjaHa
MOSIBU/IaCh HOBast (DAaBOPUTKA, HO MpeAbIAyI1as-To Mpue3kasa K Heil camal

— [Hobporo yTpa, ceHbopa, — rocrioxka Jlazepa HeTepriesIMBO TMOXJIornasia
BeepoM 10 PyKe U OLIeHMBAIOIIUM B3IVISIZIOM OKWHY/1a GUTYPKY ApUHU.

— U Bam mobporo yTpa, rocrioxka Jlazepa. Pajja BUjieTh Bac B CBOEM JIOMe, —
Apusi IPUBET/IMBO Y/IbIOHY/IAaCh M Cpa3y Tiepeliuia K feny: — $ MOHUMar0 Bailly
3aHSITOCTb, U UTOOBI He TPATUTh TI0 3PSl HU Ballle BpeMsi, HU MO&, COO0IIIal0 Bam,
YTO, K COXaJeHWI0, B BallMX YyOIyrax He HyXzjarwcb. Ero BennuectBo
TIOTOPOITUJIOCh, TIPUC/IAB BaC KO MHe.

Crouno BUJETh, KaK BBITAHY/I0Ch JIML[0 U3BECTHOM MOAMCTKU. CHavyana oHa
C HeJOBepUeM OTHeC/jaCh K (JIOBaM /[|eBYLUKM, a II0TOM 3a[0XHy/Jacb OT
BO3MYILIEHUS.

— Munouka, Bbl, HaBepHOe, He IMPABU/IbHO IIOHS/IIM €ro Be/JM4yecTBO! —
BOCKJIMKHYJIa OHa, yllleM/IeHHas TeM, YTO OT e€ yciyr oTKasbiBaroTcs. Ot eé!!! U
KT0? HemoHsITHast ieBUoHKa 6e3 poay u ruieMeHH! YK oHa To, JIa3epa, 3Hasa Bce
B/vgTeNbHble aomMa B Apponuu! A Tyr! OHa nmnepeBesna [bixaHue U
npozgo/pkuia: — Mmreparop Bepan pacriopsifjdiics CHATh C BaC MePKU U CILIUTH
TI0/THBIN Tap/iepo0, mpruyeM B OGivKaiiiiie CPOKH. ...



Apusi KUBHY/Ia Y HETAaKTUUHO Tiepebuia KeHIIUHY:

— 41 3Har0. Ho MeHsI OJTHOCThIO yCTparuBaeT Mo rapzepob.

Tenepb NMpPUILLYpPEHHBIN B3IVIS, BIIWICA B Cepoe IjlaTbe C [JIyXUM BOPOTOM U
pyKaBaMU B TpeTb JIOKTSl. EAMHCTBEHHBIM yKpallleHUeM T1/1aThsl SIB/S/IOCH Oesioe
KPY>XeBo, MyleHHoe 10 KpasiM. Ha syvie rocrioxxku Jlasepsl NOSIBUIOCH e4jBa It
He Ope3I/iMBOe BbIpa)kKeHHe.

— Orot? IloboliTech 6OroB, MUIOUKA, TAKOe He HOCUT Jlaxke TIpyUcyral

Apud no)kasa rjieyamu.

— Mens ycrpauBaet. [1o3TOMy.., — IpoJo/Kasi yibibaTbCsl OHa MOAOLIIA K
MO/IMCTKe Y B3si/1a €6 3a JIOKOTb, — II03BOJIBTE 1 BAC [IPOBOXKY.

— Ho...

— Bcero no6poro, rocrioxka Jlasepa, — y>xe 60siee TBepZibIM I'0JI0COM CKa3asia
Apuisi, IOABO/S XKEHIUHY K BXOZHOU JIBEPU.

— Nmrnieparop...

— OH Bcé 3HaeT 000 MHe M MOMX BKycaX, — COBpaja Apwus, Hu,
V3JI0BUMBLLNCh, OTKPbUIA [IBepPb, U €/JBa JI1 He BbIIIPOBOAW/IA )KeHILUHY CUJIOM.

3a 3TOil ClleHOW Mosua, C OTKPBITBIM pTOM, Habsmiozana M3ombra. Apust
TIOBEPHYJIaCh K IPUC/IyTe U CIIPOCUIIa:

— YT0 y Hac Ha 3aBTpak?

Ona crapanach BbIVIsiZieTb 6e33a00THOM, XOTS eé cep/iie TOTOBO ObLIO
BBITIPBITHYTh U3 TPY/U.

3a 3aBTpakOM OHa BHJesa, 4yTo M30/1bAy TakK W MOAMBIBAeT HayaTb
paccripocsl, y3HaTb, Kakoe OTHOLLIeHYe eé rocrioxka UMeeT K UMIlepaTopy, HO OHa
TIOMHW/IA, YTO CKa3aja Xo3sKKa. [la ¥ Mo npouuioMy OIbITYy KyXapKa 3Hasia, uTo
Jlyullle He COBaTh HOC B rocrozckye gena. Ho nHTepecHo Kaxk!...

[Tocne moTHOrO 3aBTpaka, Apusi peluusa NpOry/saTbCa A0 PbIHKA. Terepb
y>Ke He UMeJI0 CMbIC/Ia CKPbIBaTbCsl U BECTU 3aTBOPHUUECKU 00pa3 »ku3Hu. OHa
Obly1a yBepeHa, UTO COCeaU BU/eH, KaK K Hell TO U [1e/i0 T0ibe3KatoT KapeThl C
umrneparopckum repbom. [a....He xotena Apusi npuB/ieKkaTb K ceOe BHUMaHus, a
BBILLJIO BCE C TOYHOCTBIO HA0OOPOT.

BeiliTh M3 JOMa OHa He ycriesa, IIOTOMYy UTO CHOBA B /iBepb HaCTOMYMUBO
rocTryvasna rocrnoxa Jlasepa. Ha 3TOT pa3 B COINpOBOXAEHUM [BYX CTpa)keu
TOpsi/IKa.

— Bbl co MHOM B Wrpywku wurpaete, rocrnoxa e CenuHr? — sIpOCTHO
TpoLlIWIiesia MOJAWCTKA, W, He [OXWJasgChb OTBeTa OT ApuM, BbITalllWia U3
PUMKIOJISA JIEHTY U C X0y Hauasia u3MepsThb rapameTpbl ApUH.

Ta xoTena BO3MYTUTBCSl, HO XMYyphble JMLja CTPa)kerh MopsKa OCTaHOBUIU
eé. Ecii XOoTAT CHSITh C Heé MepKH, TIo)KaayhcTa, OHa MPOTUBUTLCS He Oy/ieT.

l'ocnioxka Jlasepa felicTBoBana ObICTPO, yBEPEHHO, UHOT/|Aa HeMULeNPUSATHO



TIOMMHAsl Kalpu3HbIX JaMoueKk. Apusi ciyiana eé monua. [1ycTh fiesiaeT CBOHO
paboty. Buaumo, umImeparop YCTPOW/I MOJUCTKe B30yuKy, KOrzia JeByIIIKa
OTKa3azach OT eé yciayr. Apus He XoTesa, 4TOObI U3-3a Heé CTpajia/id Apyrue
JFOZIN.

— Bcero go6poro! — kprkHysa Apusi, KOTla MOIMCTKA MOJTYa Pa3BepHY/ach
W, TBIXTS, HarpaBUIach K OXKUJAIOIIEMY 3SKUMaxy. yKeHI[MHA HHUYero He
OTBETWJIa, JIUIITL METHY/Ia B €€ CTOPOHY THEeBHBIN B3IJIS/I.

HeoxxumanHo Apuu cTasio Beceso. VicTopusi ¢ MOIMCTKOM pa3Becesnua eé u
3aMeTHO TIOAHs/Ia HacTpoeHWe. JKeHIIMHA Oblla 3aHOCUYMBOM, OHAa SIBHO He
TIPUBBIK/IA BOT TaK 00C/Ty>KUBAaTh CBOMX K/TMEHTOK.

Ho cropripu3bl AHS TOMBKO HaUMHAJIHUCh. . ..

Y>ke BBIXOZAS M3 Ka/JUTKM U COOMpAasiCh TPOWTHCH [0 MECTHOTO phIHKa,
pacriosiararoiierocss uepe3 /Ba KBapTana, Apus yBUJena, 4Tto y cocejei
HauaJMCh pPEeMOHTHbIe paboThl. Paboume cCyeTWIHMCh, TacKasi CTPOWTEbHbBIE
kKamHu. OHa e11ié ¢ yTpa obpaTu/ia BHUIMaHHUe Ha IITyM, JOHOCHUBIITHUICS C Y/IULIbI,
HO He TIpeJiajia eMy 3HaueHust. Maso /v uTo. ..

Apus He ycriefia c/iefiaTh YU HeCKOJIBKO 111aroB 10 MOCTOBOM, KaK yCJIbIiiasna
3a coboli ToporuiBbie I1aru. OOepHYBILMCh, OHa yBHjea, UTO €€ JOTOHsIeT
HEBBICOKHWH XyZIoi My>KurHa jieT nsatugecsTi. OH rmomMaxas eli pykou, uToObl oHa
OCTaHOBUJIACh.

— [Jobpeiii feHb, rocnioxka fe CeluHI, — M03[0POBAJICS OH, TIbITAsICh
OT/BIIATHCS.
— Ho06peiii fieHb..., — oTBeTWIa AeBylika. OHa y3Ha/a B MYy)KUMHe COCe[ia,

Ka)keTcsl, ero 3sajsv Ypcy/n Kepuc, oH He npuHazjiexxasn K JBOpsHaM, U eC/Id OHa
He ommbasnachk, To HEC C/Ty>K0y B TOPOJICKOM ceKpeTapuare. — 5l BaM MOTy ueM-TO
OBbITH TOJIe3HA?

Tot ynbIOHY/ICS ¥ TTOK/TOHUJICSL.

— YTo BBI, UTO Bbl! JTO MBI C KEHOM OUY€Hb pajibl, UTO BbI POXKUBAETE TI0
cocenctBy! OueHb OyzeM MpU3HATe/IbHBI, €CIU Bbl 0TOOe/IaeTe C HaMU Ha JIHSX!
3HaeTe /i1, B COCEZICKOM /jlefie HeY100CTB He IO0/KHO ObITh!

— Cnacubo 3a mpuriaiieHve, o0si3aTe/JibHO TMpUAY K BaM Ha obex, —
TIIaTe/IbHO TIofibMpasi CjioBa, oTBeTwa Apusi. CHauasa OHa Jiaxke 0OpajjoBasiach,
yTOo rocnoguH Kepuc 3aroBopus € Hell. A NOTOM B T0JIOBe BO3HUK/IU
TI0/I03PeHUs], C Uero 3TO MOUYTEeHHOMY TpakJaHUHy Appo GexaTb Mo yiuile 3a
cocenkoii 6e3 poay-riiemenu? U riocneqHue cioBa — PO Kakve HeynoOCcTBa OH
BeJl peyn?

3azath BOIPOC OHa He ycrena, Kepuc cam npefyrazan eé nencTBus.

— Kak TO/MbKO cerofHs SBW/IKWCh OT ero BejduyecTBa, Mbl C PajOCTbIO
COIVIaCHU/IMCh, HU MHUHYTHI He Kojebamuch! Hago tak Hazo! K Tomy >ke, yero



CKpbIBaTh, €r0 BeJIMUeCTBO L{e/po 3ariaTyI 3a J0CTaB/lIeHHYo cyeTy! A MbI UTo,
MBI JIFOAU MaJIeHbKHe, MbI TOTOBBI U ITOTepIieTs!

Bor Temepr Apus HaCTOpPOXWiacb, B Aylle 3aKpaJUCb HeXOPOLIUe
1ozio3peHus. MimriepaTop Hauasl akTUBHbIE IeUCTBUSL, O KOTOPbIX OHA He B KypcCe.

— I'ocriogyH Kepuc, 1 He coBceM ITOHUMAarO O YeM BBl TOBOPUTE, MOXKET Bbl
oObsicHuTe TIofipoOHee, ec/i Bac, KOHEUHO, He 3aTPY/IHUT.

— Yro BbI, uTO BbI! [TOHKUMatO, [1€/10 MOOJQE. .., — CJIy>Kall[ui CeKpeTapuara
Kak-TO TafIleHbKO YCMEeXHYJICs, OTuero Apus TOUyBCTBoBajia cebsi Oe3 BUHBI
BUHOBaToM. OH 3HaJI UTO-TO, YTO He 3Hasja oHa. — CTpouTenu “MMIiepatopa HU B
KOeM Cjlyyae HaM He MemlaroT. Mbl He IPOTUB, YTO OHWU BOCIIOJIB30Ba/IUCh
HalllUM JIOMOM, KaK MPOXOJHBIM... MbI HeyZoOCTBa MOTepIiUM, si TIOBTOPHOCH,
BO3HarpaxjeHue-to 6oseitoe! [la, fa, Ae0 MOJIOOE. . ..

Apusi HUUero He ycriesla OTBeTUTh, rocriofivH Kepuc oTkiaHsiics, 06opBaB
[lAajior Ha I0JIyC/0Be, W MOCIIelIWI Hasaj, K [JOMY, OCTaBUB CTOATb APHUIO
TI0Cpe/iiHe Y/IULIbl B II0JTHOM HeJJ0OYMeHHUH.

Urto 3a Hesenbid pasroBop? [lpy uem TyT umIiepaTtop, BO3HarpaxzaeHue U
HeKOe CTPOUTE/ILCTBO!

A 1ioTOM ApuUs TOHsANA, U €€ IeKU 3arosbiXxalyd OrHéM. boru, CThi-TO
Kakou! Mmrnepatop BeziaH OTKpBITO 3asiBU/I O CBOEM UHTepece K eé CKPOMHOM
nepcoHe! CHauvana mogucTtka Jlasepa, Temepr cocenu Kepuc! OcraBanoch
TOJILKO Y3HaTh C KaKOU 11eJIbI0 OH UCII0/Ib30Bas nocyieAHux. OHa Obisia yBepeHa,
YTO MHOTO BPEMEHH JIJIsi ITOTO He TIoTpebyeTcsl.

Ha peiHKe Apuys HUKakK He MoOIVIa COCPeJOTOUMTHLCS Ha IipejjlaraeMbIX
ToBapax. OHa mepeOupana IefKOBble TKaHU, ¢apdopoBbie Oe3menyIKy,
V3SIIHbIe CTAaTy3TKW, U He MOIVIa OIpeJe/UThCs, UTO el Halo. B kKoHeuHOM
WTore, [eBYyIlKa OTIIPaBWIaCh Ha IPOAYKTOBBIE Ps/bl, IZle 3aKas3aja JOCTaBUTH
Ha JIOM MsICO KYPHI[bl, KODHEIIO/Ibl, 3e/ieHb U PbIOY.

Ocrarok JHs1 OHa MpOoBeJia B OXKU/JJaHWH HOBBIX U3BECTUH OT UMIIepaTropa.

Ho ux He mocienosano.

Beuep Toxke TIpoOI1Ién 6e3 CIOPIIPU30B, U yKe 3achbinasi Apusi TIoZiymasa, uTo
3aBTpa yBUAUT JluaHa, U BABOeM UM OyzeT jierue TIPOTUBOCTOSITh HATUCKY €ro
BeJIMYyeCTBa.

«beanuue» mnaBHO BXO4WJid B IIOPT.
ApI/IH €IBd He 3aXJ/IoIlld/la OT paJoOCTH, KOrld YBHeEJId 3HAKOMBIU KOpa6J'Ib.
HaKOHEI_[-TO! ,Z[O)K,Z[af[aCb....OHa CTOsl/Ia Ha IIpxYdjie yXe HeCKOJ/IbKO 4dCOB,



TepIeJIBO BCMaTpuBasich Bfanb. OHa ycresna W3yuyuTh BCe KOpabiM, uTO
3aXO/IJTK B TIOPT, W TIpUIIJIa K BBIBOJY, UTO AppO YCIEIIHO TOproBaja C
JOPYTUMH TOPO/IaMH Y UMITEPUSIMU.

Topoj mpoliBeTast, Kak U ero xuread. B Appo NpakTH4eCcKy OTCyTCTBOBAJIN
OpoissT W HUILMe, JHEM He/b3sd ObUI0 YBUAETh IIbSHUI], BaJISIONINXCS B
OecriamMsITCTBe Y TIUTEHHBIX 3aBeZieHHH. 3a TOPSIIKOM B TOPOJZie CTPOTO CJIEV/IH
BOEHHBIe.

Apun HpaBW/ICS Appo, OHa YyBCTBOBaja, YTO 3TOT T'OPOJ MOT CTaTh eu
BTOPbIM 7IOMOM, W OHA WCIIbITBbIBaJIa MCKPEHHee COKaJieHWe, UTO TIPUIETCS
TOKUHYTH ero. [Ipyroro Beibopa He Ob110.

JIuaHa oHa 3ameTunia cpasy >ke. OH CTOs/T B HOCOBOW uacTU Kopabss u
BCMaTpHBAJICS B (UTYPKU Jtofled, CTOSIIMX Ha mipudasie. Ero swmijo o3apuia
cuacT/MBasi yibiOKa, KOT/Ia OH 3aMeTW/I [IeBYIIKY CO CBET/IbIMH Bojiocamu. Ta
yBepeHHO Tpobupasach K HMAM HaBCTpeuy, ’Kejasi MepBOM T03[j0pOBaThCs C
JIaHoM, KaK TOJIBKO OITyCTSIT Tpall.

Tak 1 CiIyunsocs.

— JInan!...

— Apus....

OH moAxBaTW/I JEBYIIKY Ha PYKH W 3aKPY>KUI B Bo3ayxe. E€ Becesblii cMex
HE>KHBIM I1je0eTaHreM pa3Heccs 1o TIPUYajIy, 1 BO3MOXKHO, UMEHHO OH TIPUBJIEK
BHUMaHNE BBICOKOTO MY>KUMHBI. TOT B3[POTHY/ U OIJISIZIE/ICS TIO CTOPOHAM. DTOT
CMeX HallOMHWJI eMy TOJI0C OZJHOH [IeBYIIIKH H...

Wmneparop Beman He Bepun B ciaydadiHOCTH. [IpuOBIB cerofHs B TIOPT,
yT0OBI CAMOJIMYHO TMPOC/IEIUTE 3a OTIUILITHEM KOpabsist, KOTOPBIH IIE B AOIUHY
Muponuto, oH yBuzen eé. OH Kak pa3 y)Ke coOMpasicsi TIOKHZAThL TOPT, Korja
yCJIbIIAT CMeX, KOTOPBIN 3aCTaBU/ ero 3aMepeTh.

Benan ob6epHy/ics, 4TOObI KakK pa3 yBHU/eTh APHIO, 3aCTBIBIIYIO B O0BSATHIX
MOJIOZIOTO ueyIoBeKa, 00/IaUeHHOr0 B IITUPOKHE MOPCKHE INTaHbI M KYPTKY W3
oneHbeli koku. OH TIpWKan JeBYIIKy K cebe W Ta, Jyde3apHO Y/bI0asCh,
BCMaTpHBajiach B JIULI0 MOPSIKA.

[To cepmuy BegaHa TOYHO HOXOM TIOJIOCHYIW. Y HeEro IepexBaTU/IOo
JbIXaHue, U B TPYAU BO3HUKIIO »OkeHHe. HeObiBasasi peakiiysi Ha BHJ UY>KUX
o0bsiTHI. B ero nr000BHOM oOrmbiTe OBUTM Cydad, KOTZA MOJIOZibie OCOOBI,
CUMITaTUYHbBIE €My, Mpe/laBa/iiCh JFOOOBHBIM yTeXaM C APYTUMH MYKUHHAMU, U
oH 00 3TOM 3Has, [ia U BUJETh TOXKe JOBOAUIOCH.

A TyT....

PeBHOCTh, HeObIBa/iasi, CWIbHAs, DJKrydas, TIOJTHOCTBIO  OBJajie/ia
WMIIepaTopoM. 3HAuWT, OH He WMeJl TIpaBa MPHUKACAThCS K Hel, ero jacku e
OBUTH MPOTUBHBI, @ C 3TUM MOPSTUKOM. ...



[oBogpbl pasyma, HeCMeJ/I0 MOMbITaBLIErocsl HAMOMHUTE BefjaHy, uto mapa —
KeHUX W HeBecTa, He BO3bIMenu JAecTBuil. OHa-B-00BsSTHSIX-Apyroro! 3Ota
dpasa, Kak UyryHHbIH MOJIOT, CTyuasa B rojioBe. BUCKU 3amy/nbCUpPOBasH, ry0bI
TIJIOTHO CXKaJTUCh.

KanutaH kopabJisi eMy UTO-TO MPO/0/Kal TOBOPUTh, HO OH €ro He CJIbIIIa.

— Baitie BenmuecTBo, Mbl nipubyzieM B MUPOHUIO Yepe3 HeJleNto, a TO U BCe
TIO/ITOPBL. . ..

Ero BemuuecTBO, He VYAOCTOUB KalWTaHa, OTBETOM, pa3BepHY/ICS Ha
KaO/yKax ¥ HarpaBWJ/ICS K MOJIOZION CUaCTIMBOM TTape.

— JIuaH, fait s Ha TeOst B3MVIsHY !

Apuisi OTOBUHY/IACh OT MY>KUMHBI U IPUHSIACh paCCMaTpPUBaTh ero JML0 U
urypy.

— Oi1, ma o1 Bo3My»kasi! CKobKO s TeOsi He BUjesia’?

My>KurHa yabIOHYIICS.

— Bcero nonroga, Apus.

— BBITh He MOXKeT, UTO 3a MOJIr0/a Thl BEITIHYJICS BBBICH U pa3/asiCs BIIUPb.

JIuaH 11y Tst moxJiornas cebsi 1o TIZIOCKOMY >KUBOTY, I7le He ObLI0 ¥ HameKa Ha
JKAPOBBIE CKJIaJKU.

— Xopol110, 4TO XOTh He BIiepes!

— Hy, 310 Tebe He Tpo3UT, IOPOrOM MOii!

Apusi Obla 0Ge3mepHO cuacTivBa BufeTbh JIMaHa, U He Bufesa
Ha/|BUrarOILeCsl yrpo3bl B JIMLie UMIIeparopa. ..

Jluan TOXe He 3ameuas HuUYero BOKpYT. [locnennve Hemenu ObLM
XJIOTIOTHBIMU, OHU /IBa pa3a IorMa/iajiv B IITOPM, OH BBIMOTAJICS, U ObLI paji, uTo
MOPCKOe TIPUK/TFoUeHHe TO/I0IILI0 K 3aBepiiieHnt0. EMy TpeboBascs OT/bIX.

— Thbl TOXXe U3MeHW/Iach, Apusi, — JJaCKOBO 3aMeTW/1 OH W, TOJHSIB DYKY,
JOTPOHYJICA [0 LeKU JeBYyIlIKW, nomiagun e€. — Crana ellé KpacuBee, eCyd
Takoe BO3MOXKHO.

— Oi#, JluaH, mepectaHb, s mipoiny Tebsi! — ¢bipkHy/na Apwusi, TOUHO
KOMIT/TUMEHT >KeHHXa, C KOTOPbIM OHa He BH/e/ach IMoJroa Obul JUITHUM U He
[lOCTaBUII €M y0BOJIbCTBUSA. — Thl 3Haelllb, KaK s OTHOLLYCh K CBOeW BHELIHOCTH
— yeMm He3aMmeTHee, TeM JIyullle.

— Borock, uTo He3aMeTHO Tebsi HUKaK He Ha30Belllb.

— MoykeT MHe TOr/Jja UTO-HUOY/Ib U3MEHUTb BO BHEILIHOCTU?

— Apusi, 0 ueM Thl TOBOpHIIL? UTo OBI THI He fiesiana, Tebe He yacTcs. ...



JluaH He JOroBOpWJI, Pe3KO BBIMIPAMU/ICH, a TOTOM CKJIOHWI TOJIOBY B
TOYTEHHOM TIPUBETCTBUM.

— Barie BesmMuecTso....

Apusi cTosIa CIMHOW K TIPUOMMIKAIOIEMYCsl UesloBeKy, HO OT TOro, Kak
XOJIOIHbIe MYyPAILIKM M00eXKasIu 110 CITMHe OT ero B3IVIsiZia, OHA Jorajanach, KTO K
HUM TIOJXOJUT eIé 70 TpuBeTCTBUs JInaHa. Eé mepBoil MbIC/IbIO ObIIO: UTO OH
TyT fAesaeT? KakuM HermocTWKMMBIM 00pa3oM y3Hasl, UTO OHAa HaXOJWTCS Ha
npuuasie? HemoymeHre BIiepeMellky C JIeTKOW TTaHUKOW 00XBaTu/Io AeByIiKy. U
JWIIIb MTHOBEHME CIyCTs, KOTJa el 4Uy/[oM yZ[anoCh B3STh Ce0si B PYKH, OHa
TIpU3Hasia, UTO UMIepaTop MOXKET HaXOJUThLCS e eMy 3absaropaccyaurcs. U Ha
ripyyase, B TOM YUCIIe.

WNwmrnieparop, ygoctouB MOHTeCbe MUMOJIETHBIM B3IVISIZIOM, B KOTOPOM
OTKPBITO UMTAJIOCh TIpeHeOpeKeHne, BCTaa COOKY /IeBYIIKH, YTOOBI ObITIO BUAHO
eé ymiio. OH XoTen 3ar/IsHyTh el B I71a3a, moTpeboBarh OTBeTa. ...

IIpoksiAThEE, KAKOT0 OTBEeTa?

Mmrnieparop cxkan Kysnaku. OHa emy HUuero He oberrjana! Harpotus, Bceraa
TIPOTUBMJIACH €ro JitoOBU!

— J1oOpwliit feHb, Tocrioxka fie CenuHr! — 1o340poBascs OH, M B €ro rjaa3ax
BCIBLIXHY/IU SIPDKWE UCKPbI €/IBa CAEP>KUBAeMOU SIPOCTH.

— JloGpelii JieHb, Ballle BeIMuecTBO, — Apus mpucesia B peBepaHce. OHa
CTapajiaCch COXPaHUTb CIOKOMCTBUE W TOBOPUTb POBHO, HO B eé cepaLe
BCIIbIXHYJIa TpeBora B OTHoLleHWu JIvaHa. TOMbKO 37€Ch, B MHOTO/IFOAHOM
MOpTY, OHa MOAyMa/sia O TOM, YTO MMIIEpAaTOP MOXXET HarpaBUTb CBOM THEB
ripotuB JIlvana. boru! OToro HY B KOeM Ciiydae HeJlb3s JOIYyCTUTB!

W Apust cmeJio B3IVIsIHY/IA B [V1a3a ero BeJIM4yecTBy.

— [lonroxxpaHHasi BCTpeya? — HMPOHUYHO T[IOUHTEpecoBasiCd OH, II0-
TIpe>KHeMy WrHOpUpYs MoHTeche. BesmaH Bcerza cuurtan cebsi CripaBeZyIiBbIM
Yye/I0BEKOM, HO CelyaC OH YyBCTBOBa/, UTO TOTOB YHUYTOXXWUTb MOJIOJIOTO
yesioBeKa JIMIIIb 3a OJIUH (PaKT ero CyiecTBOBaHUS!

OH nocmen eé obuHumare! Eé! Koropas rmpuHazjie)kana TOJNBKO €My,
Bepany....

Benan u4yBCTBOBas, YTO ero S5MOLIMM 3alllKa/IMBarOT, UTO CTAaHOBUTCSH
TPYy/IHee KOHTPOJIMPOBATh Ce0st, MHOTOJIETHSISI BbIIepyKKa MOABOAUT. IHCTUHKTBI
coOCTBeHHMKa, UTO HUKOTZA He TMpoOy)KJanuch B HEM paHee, B3bIFPajud CO
cTpaiHoM cwioi. EMy TpeboBasoch 3asBUTh Ha BCe YC/blllIaHbe, UTO ApUs [ie
Cenunr nipuHagiexxut emy! Tosbko emy!

N 4ut0 OH eé HUKOMY He OTAaCT!

Apusi CcMmeno B3IVISHY/la B [Via3a €ro BejMyecTBAa U PellIuTe/bHO
TIPOrOBOPUJIA:



— ITo3BosibTE, Ballle BeJIMUYECTBO, MPEACTaBUThL BaM MOETO >KeHuxa, JInaHa
MoHTechbe, KarmuTaHa «beaue».

MmmiepaTop OuYeHb MeZJIEHHO TIOBEPHY/J TOJIOBY B CTOPOHY MOJIOJOTO
yeJ/IOBEKa, U OT €ro CypOBOro B3Ivsiza, JInaHy craso He 1o cebe. OH TOHUMA,
YTO ero BeJIMUeCTBO HECTIPOCTa TMOAOIIEN K ApPHM, W YKacHBIE TIOZ03PEHUS
3aKpajicCh B AyIITy MOJIOJIOTO Ue/IOBEKa.

— Kammran MoHTecbe, Bbl IIPeJCTAaBUTE/b TOPrOBOM TW/IBAMU? — PEe3KO
crpocu ummeparop. Tereps ero BHUMaHHe COCPeI0TOUN/IOCh Ha MOPSIKE.

Apus 3aMepria B OKUZAHWU TI0jBOXa. VI OH He 3aMe/I/Ti/T TT0C/Ie/JOBaTh.

— CoBepIlIeHHO BEpHO, Ballle BeJINYeCTRBO.

— Torza Ha30BUTE UMITEPHIO, MPE/ICTAB/ISIEMYIO BaAMH.

JIvaH MeTHY/T OCTOPOXKHBIM B3IVISiI B CTOPOHY Apuu, HO BemaH BcTan
TaKUM 00pa3oM, YTOOBI OTTOPOJUTH MOJIOJBIX JIFOZEH JAPYr OT Apyra, U OH He
CMOT paCCMOTPETh MPeIOCTEPETAOIIero B3IVIsAA eBYIIKH.

— Mb1 npuribuii 13 CapKOHWH, Ballle BeJTMUECTBO.

Apust MbICJIEHHO 3acToHasa. OHU >Ke JIOrOBapHBa/MCh C JIMaHOM He
YIIOMHUHATB IIPOIIIOe MECTO >KUTebCTBa! BbIIO MO3HO BCTPEBATh B Pa3roBop, U
OHa CMOJTYasa.

JIvaH, MOHSB JOMYIIIEHHYIO OIIMOKY, PacTepsICs, OH He MPUBBLIK 00IaThCS
C BBICOKOIIOCTAB/IEHHBIMU 0CO0aMH, TeM OoJiee ¢ UMIIEpaTOPOM.

— 13 Capkonun? [lanekasi ceBepHasi CTpaHa.

— BBl coBepiiieHHO TipaBbl. BOT MBI ¢ ApuWel W pemwid nepedparbcsi B
UMIIEpUIO, Tie Oy/eT yallle CBeTHUTh COJIHIIe, — JIMaH Tak ke CTapasiCs BBITTISIIeTh
HEBO3MYTHUMBIM, 0e33a00THbIM. OH Kak Obl HeB3Hauail B3/l ApUIO 3a PYKYy U
TIPUTSIHYJ ITOO/TIDKe K cebe, 3aMeTHB, KaK CHU/ILHO M00/Ie/IHe Ia [IeBYIIIKa.

OTO OBLIO ero OIINOKOM.

TeMHbIe I71a3a UMIIepaTopa BIWIKChH B PyKY JIMaHa, ¥ TOT MOT MOKJ/ISICThCS,
YTO MOYYBCTBOBAJ/I HETIPUATHOE »OKeHHe. VI B3msiy ero Bemmuectsal....boru, fa
TaK CMOTPUT MY>KUMHA, Ha YbIO JKEHIIUHY ThI TOCATAeIlb!

BezaH He CKpBIBajl CBOMX UYBCTB.

— Haponro Baiil Kopab:ib 3a1iié B MO MOPT? — 3710 CIIPOCHIIT OH.

Mos10/101 ueI0BeK BLINPSIMUJI CIIMHY M OBICTPO Hauajl FOBOPUTH:

— Tlo pa3pellieHHI0 MOPTOBOTO COOOIIECTBA, HAM JI03BOJIEHO TOProBaTh B
Appo Mecsi. Ho c Bariero mo3BojieHHMsI S OCMeJIIOCh TOfiaTh JOKYMEHTa Ha
HanKMCHYI0. Mosi HeBeCTa yxKe CJiefiajia 3T0, U Mbl BMeCTe OyleT 0Ku/jaTh OTBETa
OT Balllero BbICOYeCTBa.

— Apus monyuynia HamucHyo! — BeaH co3HaTeIbHO Ha3Basl JIE€BYIIKY 10
UMEHH, JaBas IOHATh FOHI[y, YTO OHM OOIAIOTCA, U UTO MEXAYy HUMH
yCTaHOBU/IACh €/IBa JIU He TeCHasl CBSI3b.



— MbI HasieeMcsl, YTO Ballle Be/IMUECTBO JACT paspelleHue Ha T0ydYeHue
HAIMMCHOMW U roCriofiuHy MoHTeche, — B pa3roBop BMelliasach Apusi. PafocTts OT
BCTpeuu C JIMaHOM oOmpauu/iach BMellaTe/ibCTBOM umrieparopa BejaHa u ero
ZIOTIPOCOM.

[Ipu cBeTe AHS, CMOTPSI Ha CypOBOE€ KeCTKOe JIUL[O ero BejnudecTtBa, Apus
obo3Basa cebs cymaciiesiieii. OHa Ha caMOM Jiejie COllljla C yMa, KOryla pelinia,
YTO B COCTOSIHUM BbIZIepKaTb ero Hatuck. Ot Begana Bapknaiija ucxopuia
Cuia, KOTOpPOM OBbUIO CJOXKHO TPOTUBOCTOSATh. OH OB TIPUPOXKAEHHBIM
NU/IepOM, BOXKaKOM, UeJI0OBEKOM, KOTOPOMY CY>K/IeHO TMpPaBUTh U BECTU 3a COOOM
JIHOJTIel.

A emé y Apuu MeJibKHY/Ia KpaMOJ/IbHasi MbIC/Ib, UTO TaKOM MY>KUWHA, €C/v
no/iro0UT, TO BCeM AYIIOW, W cyacTAvBa OymeT Ta >KeHI[MHA, KOTOPOH OH
MOTMPOCUT CTaTb MaTepbl0 ero jered. WM TyT ke CTbi, U COXKaJleHUe
BCKOJILIXHY/IUCh B JIyIlle [eBYIIKH — OHA-TO BbI3Bajia B HEM CTPacThb, OOJIbIIe
TOXO0XKYI0 Ha MOXOThb.

— Bate xoziaraiicTBO HeMmpeMeHHO pPacCMOTPSIT, — OTBETWU/I MMIIEPAaTop, U
ero B3IJIsiJ] MeTHYJICA K iy Apuu. Ta BCIbIXHY/a, HAXOASICh M10/] BIleUaT/ieHueM
OoT cMenbIx MbIciel. HeoxxumanHo it cebsi oHa IMOCMOTpesia Ha MMIlepaTropa
Bemana ¢ Apyroul CTOPOHBI, CO CTOPOHBI J>KEHIWHBI, W JIETKOe BOJTHEHUE
OXBaTHJIO eé.

— Mb1 OyzeMm >X7aTh, Ballle BeJIMUECTBO, — UyTh THIIE, UeM TIAaHUPOBAsa,
OTBeTW/Ia OHAa M TIOCMeIIHO Ao0aBusa, CTapasCh MPUWTU B cebs: — A Terephb
paspelirTe HaM PacK/IaHATbCS. Mbl U TaK OTHSJIA Y BaC MHOTO BPEMEHHM.

Apusi CHOBa TMpuce/ia B peBepaHCe W, Hapyllasg BCe MbICJMMble U He
MBIC/TUMbIE 3aKOHBI, TIOTSHY/IA YAUBIeHHOro JIaHa 3a co6o.

— YTOo MpoUCXOAUT? — COPOCU/ OH, KOTZla OHU Ce/d B HaHATBIM Apuen
skunax. Ta obeccuseHO TIPUC/IOHUIACH K CHEHBIO U IIYMHO B30XxHY/a. OHa
YyBCTBOBa/ia Cebsi Tak, TOUHO IIpoOeXxasia HEeCKONIbKO Muied. Bcerpeun c
MMIIEePaTOPOM C KaXXJbIM Pa30M JlaBa/IUCh el BCE TpydHee.

JInan 611 BipaBe TpeOoOBaTh OTBeTa, U ApHs, OKauaB TOJIOBOM, CKa3aJa:

— JInaH, KaXkeTCs, CO MHOW MPUK/IFOUWIACH y>KaCHast UCTOPUSI. . ..

— Ot0 51 y»ke noHs1! Pacckaxku rornogpobHee. VI paau Bcex 6oros, Apus,
riepecTaHb /IPOXKaTh, KaK JIMCTOK T107, TTOpbIBaMu BeTpa!

— Huuero He Mory ¢ co6oii roze/naTh!

— Wnu cropa, s Tebst oOHUMY !

OKUMaXK ObIT 3aKPBITHIM, U TI03TOMY MOJIO/IbIE JIFOAM MOT/IH TI03BOJIUTE cebe
HeOOoJIBIITYI0 BOJILHOCTL. ApHs Tlepecesia Ha ChfieHbe K JInaHy, ¥ KakK TOJIbKO, ero
Kperkve pyKu OOHSIIM eé 3a Iijieud, OHa HEMHOrO pacciabuiach W TIOIOXKUIIA
r0JIOBY Ha €ro Iievo.



— 51 He 3Hato, UTO fenarh, JInaH, — YeCTHO MPU3HA/IaCh OHA, — KakK Thl yKe,
HaBepHOe, TOHS, S Tlepelia JOpory UMIeparopy.

— HaBepHoe, nipaBusibHee OyzeT cka3aTh — He Tepelilia JOpOTy, a BbI3Baja
uHTepec? — JInaH HAaXMypuJ1 OpOBH.

— Cama He TOHMMAaK, KakK 3TO TMOAY4YWI0Ch. Mbl C HUM CJy4aulHO
CTOJIKHY/IUCh B Tepeysike, s MOHATUS He KMMeJa, YTO Iepejo0 MHOM CTOUT ero
BeJINYeCTBO....bblsla HOUb, U OH MPUHS/I MeHsI 3a KpaJ/ito, — OHa NIOUyBCTBOBAJIA,
KaK TeJi0 MOJIOZOrO Yes0oBeKa Harpsirioch M MOCHelnnia MpoAo/DKUTE: — MHe
yZAanochk u3bexkaTb ero I0MoraTesbCTB, HO Ha TOM UCTOpUs He 3akoHumiack. OH
MPUXOAWI K HaM B [IOM, W Jaj TOHATb, YTO XOueT MeHs BHUJeTb CBOeH
(haBOpUTKOIA.

— A 4TO ThI?

— A s, ecTeCcTBeHHO, oTKa3asack! JIuaH, npyroro He fiaHo! 5 He xouy ObITH
HU ubelt moOoBHMIIENM! MHe 3TOro He Hazlo! — C )KapoM BOCK/IMKHY/IA JEBYIITKA U
3arisiHys1a B Lo JIuaHa.

TOT HeKOTOpOoe Bpemsi MOJTYasl, U ero MOTYaHUe TsDKeslbIM I'PY30M JIerio Ha
cepaue fAeBywkd. Ei crtamo cTeigHO. JIMaH TMOCTOSIHHO €€ BbIpyuasl, OuYeHb
MHOTOe [ijisi Heé Jiesias, U OHU He yCriesu elé 060CHOBAaTbCsS Ha HOBOM MecCTe,
KaK OHa CHOBA BTSIHY/Ia €r0 B HEIIPOCTYH0 WCTOPHUIO.

— JIuaH..., — TUXO MO3Bajla OHAa €ro, W MOAHsS/IA TOJOBY C Tleya, HO OH,
TIPUBBIYHBIM [IBJKEHUEM, BEPHY/ TOJIOBYy J[eBYLUKM Ha MeCTO. PaHbllle OHU
MOI/IM YacaMd BOT TakK, OOHSBILWCH, CHUeTh Tepel KamMuHOM. W oOH
pacCuUThIBaJI, UTO B APpPO HACTaHYT CIIOKOWHbIE BpEMeHa U TUXUe Beuepa rnepef
KaMUHOM CTaHYT HellpeMeHHBIM aTpUOyTOM UX YKU3HHU.

BurMo, He cyan0a.

— He BosHyiics, mMbl 00si3aTe/ibHO UTO-HUOYAb TIpUAyMaeM. MoKeT ObITb,
Terepb, KOrja s 37leCh, €ro BenuecTBO 3a0yzeT Tebsi, yTpatuT uHTepec. Tbl
CKa3aJia emy, UTo 51 TBOU >KeHUX?

— IlepBbIM fesiom.

— A oH?

Teneps Apusi moMmez/ivaa C OTBETOM.

— C/Io)KHO CKa3aTb. Y MeHsl C03[ja/ioCh BlieyarieHue, uTo TOT (PaKT, YTO Mbl
c To0OoM A1 BCeX SIBsIeMCS )KEHUXOM U HeBeCTOM, OCTaHaB/IMBaeT ero, HO Kak-
TO BpeMeHHO, TopbiBaMu. Ox, JIuaH, si He Mory c(opMHpOBaTh MPaBUILHO
MBIC/TU U OOBSICHUTH Tebe!

Jluany u He TpebOBa/UCh [IOMOTHUTEbHBIE pa3bsicHeHUs. OH XOpOIIIo
3arilOMHUJI B3IVIsA[ umrieparopa Bezana, korga JlvaH B3ss1 Aputo 3a pyky! B3rsag
peBHMBIIa. COOCTBEHHUKA.

— OH xoueT, uTOOBI THI CTaja ero, HO MOé TIPUCYTCTBUE B TBOEW >KU3HU



yJ€p>KHUBaeT ero OT pellaroliuX J1eUCTBUM.

Apusi BCIIOMHHW/IAa Beuep y o3epa. MiMmeparop efjBa He B3sJ1 e€ CUJION, OH
yKe 3aipan eé 100KW, U ero pPyKd KOCHYIUChb Oeznep. PhIBOK H... Apuio
3a)KMypuJia I1a3a, He yKeJlas [yMaTh, 4YTO MOIJIO IIPOU30MTH.

B TOT pa3 uMriepatop nposiBuI 671aropo/iCTBO WJ/IH. ..>KaIOCTh?

Ho uTto B HeM mobeaut B cieaytoimii pa3? A To, uto oH Oyzet, Apus He
COMHEeBaJIach.

— $1 He 3HaKO, YTO TBOPUTCS B I0JIOBE Y €r0 UMIIEPAaTOPCKOTO BeNYeCTBa,
HO 3Halo Jpyroe, JlvaH, — MHe He HpPaBUTCSl ero BHMMaHue. [loMHHUILIb, O UeM Mbl
c Tobo¥ wMmeuramu? O TUXOW JKHU3HM, O BO3MOXXHOCTH KaXKAbld [eHb
HaCJaXXaThCs TIPOCTBIMU JKUTEMCKUMU XJIONIOTaMHU. A YTO TyT MOJydaeTcs?

— OH He ocTaBUT Tebs B MOKOe, TOKa..., — JIMaH He JOTrOBOPW/I, HO U Oe3
CJI0B OBbIIO BCE SICHO.

— [a, 1 mo3TOMYy f X0uy yexaTsh, JIraH.

Mostozior yesnioBek 3amep.

— Yexatb, Apusi? — B €ro rosioce npoCKO/Ib3HY/IU HeI0BOIbHbIE HOTKHU.

Apusi TIOHSI/Ia eT0 UyBCTBa, U CeB MPSMO, TOCMOTpesIa B IULI0 cobeceHUKa.

— JlvaH, IpoCTH MeHs, No)kanyicTa. V3-3a MeHs1 y Tebst ofiHU XJIOTOTHI. 1 B
rocsiefiHee BpeMsi TOJILKO U JieJiato, uTo TIpUHOIY Tebe HerpusitTHocTU. CTOUIO
TeOe 3abpaTh MeHsI U3 MOHACTBIPS, KakK...

JIuaH yka3aTe/bHbIM Tia/lblieM [JIOTPOHYJICS 0 eé Ty0, 3acTaBss
3aMO0J/14aTh.

— Ipory, nepecranb. He crout u3BUHATHCS. §1 Tebst mpeKpacHO MOHKMMATO.
M moHMMaro TBOE keJjlaHHe yeXarb. ..

— Thl ke 3Haelllb, KaK s He X0uy, YTOObl B MOeN >KWU3HU TIOSIBJIS/ICS
MY>KUMHa. ..

— 3Haro, Mujas, 3Haw. [To3ToMy faBali MOCTYNMUM C/IeAYOIUM 0Opa3oMm.
[Ipre3kaeM [AOMOW, Thl MEHSI KOPMHIIb BKYCHBIM Y>XKHMHOM, 3a KOTODBbIM MbI
peiiiaem, uTo OyZieM JienaTh Aasbllle.

Apwusi, C yBJIa&)KHeHHBIMUA OT HEINPOJIUTBIX C/ie3, [Vla3aMu, KuBHy/a. JIuaH
ripyexas v Terepb BCé HOPMaIU3yeTCsl.

Onu 006a 3aC/Ty>KU/U TPaBo ObITH CUACTIUBBIMU.



I/1aBa 8

Ceropns M3ombaa npeB3oiiuia cebsi. [ocrioxa rpegynpeania, YtTo 0Kuaaet
TIPUOBLITHS >KeHWXa U Ta TMocTapasjack Ha ciaBy. OHa 3areksa ¢apiiipoBaHHOTO
OBOII]aMU TyCsl, MOTYyIIW/Ia KyPUHbBIE JKeJTy[JOUKH, HareKia MUPOroB, a Ha JecepT
c/ienana BaHWIbHOe MOPOXKeHoe.

VIMeHHO Ha/lMure MOPOXXEHOT0 BbI3BA/IO y ApPUH Heno/lJje/IbHbI BOCTOPT':

— N3onbaa, a moyemMy Bbl paHbllle He TOBOPU/IM, UTO YMeeTe FOTOBUThH 3TO
JTAKOMCTBO?

Kyxapka € 3apfeBIIMMH OT CMYILEeHUsIMU I[eKaMH, MO)KUMaja MjiedyaMu U
KOMKaJ/la pyKaMH HaKpaxMaJieHHbIY (hapTyK.

— Tak 51 y Bac paboTar0-To HET HUUETO. ..

— Bb1 eé mouarie OanyiiTe c/agocTaMu, — JIMaH OTKMHY/ICS Ha CITUHKY
Pe3HOro Kpecsa u OTIIU/I ITIOTOK KpacHOro BMHAa. — OHa yKacHasl cjlacTeHa.

— Jla 51 TOJILKO pafia cTapaTthbesi. UTo cKakeTe, TO U Oyay TOTOBUTb.

Apusi, B oTMuMyd OT JIMaHa, W3 HAIWTKOB peIllijia OTPaHUYUTH Cebs
ropsiuvM 1mokosazioM. Eif 10 cux mop ObLIO HENMpHUsATHO BCIIOMHHATh, KaK OHA,
riepeGpaB C BUHOM, yCHYJIa B KpecJie.

— Kaxxzipiii ieHb MOpoykeHoe OyzieT JIMIITHUM, HO BOT pa3 B /iBa JIHS. ..

— Ilonsina, rocroxa, rnoHsiyia. Beé GyzeT, Kak Bbl CKaXkeTe.

W3onbae HpaBWiIOCh paborate y Apuu ge Ce/luHI, M ell He XOTe0Ch
MOTEPATh 3TO MeCTO. KOHYeHO, BOKPYT XO3(MKU HauWHa/IM XOAWUTh KaKHhe-TO
HeBepOosiITHbIe C/IyXH, MOJI, OHa BTaliHe siB/isieTCs1 (haBOPUTKOM uMIlepaTopa, HO
M3onba He Bepuaa JOCY)KHM pa3roBopaM. BOT W >K€HUX TOCIIOXKM TIPUOBI,
Terepb HEKOTOPbIM JIMYHOCTSAM W3 COCEQHUX [IOMOB TPUJETCS CBOU TIOTraHbIe
PThI NO3aKPbIBaTh!

— BrI Ha cerogast cBo60HBI, 30/1B/a.

— § Mmory uaTH 10MOM?

— KoneuHo.

Korga Kyxapka Bblliia U3 3a/bl, JIMaH MOMHTepeCoBaCs:

— ThI HOUYelLIb B IOMe O/iHa?

— Ha, JIuaH.

— Tebe He csiefoBano, HaZ0 OBLIO AOTOBOPUTHCS, UTOOBI CIYTU >KUAMU C
ToOOM. Apus, Tak Oe3ormacHee.

— JInaH, MHe X04eTCsl ye[JUHEeHUs, a TMITHAW HapO/, MHOT/Ia MelllaeT.

— Bcé pasHo....

— $1 3Hasma, 4TO TbhI CKOpPO TIpU€[elllb, TMO3TOMY W JIOFOBOPHWIACh CO



Cy>KaHKOM, UTO OHa OyneT MpUXOAWTb YTPOM, a BeuepoM YyXoAuThb. He xouy,
YyTOOBI B /JOME ITOCTOSTHHO OBLJTH TTIOCTOPOHHUE.

— Hy, Kax 3Haells.

JIuaH 3Has, uTo C Apueit criopuTh 6ecrionie3Ho. OH JJaBHO TIOHST, UTO eC/IU
Apust uTO-TO BoOBeT cebe B TOJIOBY, TO €€ oueHb CJIOXKHO Tiepey0e/inTh.

— BepHemcsi kK pa3roBopy 00 ummnepatope? — ripefioxku Jluan. EMy Obiia
HemnpusATHA 3Ta TeMa, HO OHa CTosisia pebpoM. [Toka OHM y>KUHAJHM, OH TIOCTOSTHHO
Aymaa O CJIOKUBLIENCS chTyauud. [la, OoHa HacTOpakvBaja M IIPUBOJAW/IA B
3aMellaresibCTBO, W CJIeZloBaji0 XOPOILO TOJyMaTh, UTOObl HAWTH BBIXOA. —
3HAUUT, Thl CUMUTAEIIlb, UTO OH HE OCTABUT Tebs B TTIOKOe?

Apus 1io/kasia TyObl U pacTepsiHHO T0Kajia Iieuamu.

— 41 He 3Har0, JIuaH....YecTHO, He 3HatO... Thl caM BCE BUeJ B TIOPTY...

— OT10 Aa.... Ho, MoxeT ObITh, Terepb, Korjia si PsiOM, OH YMEPUT CBOM
TbLT?

['opbkasi ynbibka KocHynach TyO ApuWuM UM Ta C TMeyaiblo B Tosioce
TpoM3Hec/a:

— MHOTO ThI 3Haelllb BUSATENBHBIX 0C00, KOTOPbIe OTKA3bIBAIOTCS OT CBOMX
nipuxoTten? f ceryac myig umrneparopa BejaHa jkelaHHas Wrpyllika, OH XOYeT
TOJIyUUTh MEHSI B JIFOOOBHUIIBI, HE 3aZlyMbIBasiCb Ha/l TeM, UTO JIOMAaeT MO0
cyzb0y. OH TIPOCTO XOUeT, U BCE TYT.

JInaH oTpuLiaTe/IbHO TTOKa4yasl roJI0BOM.

— Apus, MHe, KaXeTcs, Thl TyT HeMHOro 3abiykiaelribcs. Korja Bbl
no3Hakommnce? Tlapy Hezenb Hazaz? [loBeps, ecsii Obl OH MPOCTO XOTes Tebst
3ar10/lyYMTh Ha HOUb, TO yKe [aBHO ITO/TYUWJI.

Ot XecTokux yioB JIuaHa, Apus B3[POrHysa M C HeJOyMeHHem
II0CMOTpeJia Ha MOJIOZ0T0 YesloBeKa.

— UTO ThI UMeelb B BUAY?

— ThI cama TOJTBKO UTO CKa3asia, 4To BAUsATeTbHbIe 0COObI He OTKA3bIBAOTCS
OT CBOUX >XeJlaHUM. A, TeM Oosiee, umriepatopbl. Cama rocyau. OH — BlacTUTe b
AppOHUH, UMIIEPUH, Ybe B/IMSIHUE Ha TOUTUUYECKOU apeHe mupa orpoMHo. Ha
ApDpPOHUIO [JaBHO He HaraaroT M3-3a HEeKUX MUCTUUYEeCKUX CIOCOOHOCTel eé
KuTesiell U MUPZIOB. MUpZBI Tak 3TO BOOOIle OT/enbHas UCTOpusi. U uesoBek,
BO3)KeJIaBIIUN TeOsl, CTOUT BO TJIaBe 3TOM MOTYII[eCTBeHHON uMmIiepun. Uto emy
CTOUT B3ATb TeOs U 3a0bITh Ha CJAEAYIOIIUM Ke AeHb? YTOMUTh CTpPacTb U
BEPHYThCS K OyZIHUM JieiaM uMIiepatopckoro foma? Huuero.

Apusi 3aKpbula JMI0 pyKamu, U Bcsa eé ¢urypka cxkanack. Cnosa JluaHa
TIOATBEpAN/IN eé XyALlIre OraceHusl.

— IlosTOMy 51 U X0uy yexartb..., — TUXO IPOU3HeC/a OHAa, U B eé rosoce
OTUeT/IMBO CJIBILLIAIOCH HapacTarolljee OTYasHUe.



JIviaH TOPBIBUCTO BCKOUMJI CO CTY/a U, TIo[0eKaB K JIeBYIIIKe, OMyCTU/ICS Ha
KoseHu U 0OHsim e€. OH UyBCTBOBa/J, UTO OHA Ha TpaHW, CIEP)KUBAeTCs U3
MOC/IeJHUX CUI. A TYT OH ellé CO CBOUMH Pa3iarojibCTBOBAHUAMU!

— Apus, Muias, MWas...TOMbKO He Iulayb U He oOTyauBaucs....Tbl xke
3Haelllb, 51 He MOTYy BH/IeTh TBOMX CJI€3...Bcé HempemeHHO oOpa3yetcsi! Ecim Tl
Xouellb, Mbl yegem! [Ipogagum TyT 10M U yenem!

Apusi 1oKauasa rojioBoi U 0TOpBasia pyKu ot juiia. Eé rmasa O cyXumu.
OHa f1aBHO Hayuu/Iach He I1J1aKaTh.

— JInaH, MbI He CMOXKeM TIpoJaTh [IOM....

Mostozior yesnioBek 3amep.

— ITouemy? OH Hax0UTCS B TBOel COOCTBEHHOCTH H....

— Mmnieparop BefaH ueTKo Jjasi TOHSTh, YTO He BBIMYCTUT MEHS U3 rOpoja.
Ecu TonbKO 51 cMory y6eskaTh, TallHO, 0/, TOKPOBOM HOUM. A eC/iv 51 OTBaXKyCh
Ha TaKOU MOCTYTIOK, TO I0M MPUZETCS OPOCHUTb.

JIviaH BCKOUW/I Ha HOTY U TIPUHSJICS SHEPTUYHO XOAUTh M0 KOMHare. Apus
3Hasa, 4TO Korjla eMy HeoOXouMo ObIZI0 MOAyMaTh, OH MOT e/IBa JIM He Yacamu
BOT TaK pacxakvBarb. VM celuac, CKpeCTWB pyKWA 3a CIHUHOW, JImaH Hauasn
COCpeJ0TOYEHHO [yMaTh.

Apusd He Melllazia emy.

HakoHel], OH MOBEpHYJICS K Her JIML[OM U 3arOBOPWJI:

— Trl moTpaTU/ia BCe CBOU JIeHbIM Ha Halll KOpabsib 1 Ha ToBap. Ha mokyrmky
JPyroro ioMa B ApPyrol CcTpaHe y Hac HeT ¢uMHaHCOB. EC/ii TOMBKO MpoJaTh
«beanuue» u To KOpabsb KymsT He cpasy....

— IlpomaBark kopab/sib MbI He OyZieT! — pelmTe/IbHO TpepBajia ero Apus. —
«beanmue» — Haite 6yayiiee. Eciu mMbl OyneM 1ipofiaBaTh KOpabiib, TO OH yHieT
3a OeclieHOK, U Torjja elé TpyAHee OyleT HauMHaTb Ha HOBOM MecTe. §1 TOTOBa
TIOYKUTh HEKOTOpoe BpeMsi 0e3 COOCTBEHHOrO /oMa, B KOHIle KOHILIOB, BCerja
MO>KHO apeH/10BaTh XKWUJIbe WU/IU TOKUThb B IIPUIAUHbBIX [TAHCUOHATaxX!

— Apusi, HO Thl TaK MeuTasa 0 CBoeM COOCTBEHHOM YIHOTHOM pae....

B meuTax, KOTOPbIMU OHa [le/lnjiach TOJLKO € JIuaHOM, /oM, r7ie oHa ObI
Obl/1a TTOTHOLIEHHOM X035HKOM, OHAa Ha3bIBasia «paem».

— Hwnuero crpawHoro....$I roroBa ewmwé nogoXzaare... /[lylieBHoe
CTIOKOMCTBME W BO3MOXHOCTH JKUTh TaK, KAK HaM XOUeTCsl, HAMHOIO J0pOXe
nmoboro UMyIIiecTea. . ..

— TlogoXau HacTpauBaTbCd HA WUCIBITAHWS W JIUIIEHUs. Apus, T[OpU
pa3roBope C UMIEepaTopoOM 51 OIIPOMETUMBO COOOIIWI, UTO Halll Kopabsib 3aiién B
ero Mopt Ha Mecsl]. Ec/iu Thl Xouelllb MOKUHYTh Appo 0e3 UIIIHUX OCI0KHEeHU!
Y TIOZI03PEeHUM, TO TIPUJETCS MOA0XKAATh Mecsl. Thl cMokelb? 3a 3TO BpeMms
o0si3aTe/IbHO  UTO-HUMOYAL TIPUyMalrd KacaTeqbHO Hailero (hUHAHCOBOTO



Oymyiiero.
Apusi TOXKe TIOHSAMIACh C Kpecja U Togonuia K Jluany. OHa y/ibIOHY/Iachk U

[IOBEpUMBO 3arvisiHy/1a eMy B JIULO.

— KoHeuHo, ogoxay.

OH o0Hsi/T e€, 1 OHA C YJJOBOTILCTBUEM CIIPsiTanach Ha ero rpyau. Tak oHU U
CTOS/IA HEKOTOpPOe BpeMs IocpeauHe 3aibl. OH mIagul eé 10 LIeKOBUCThIM
BOJIOCAaM, a OHA BJIbIXasa 3arax MOopsi, KOTOPbIM IPOIUTaIach Ofle)KJa KaruTaHa
«beanmuue».

— Most xpabpast ieBouKa, He Tieuasnbcs. .. Bcé HempeMeHHO ClIaiuTCs. ...

— 4 3Haro....

OHu oTOpBa/IMCh APYr OT Apyra, U JIvaH, IyT/IMBO L[eIKHYB [JeBYLIKY I10
HOCY, [IPOTOBOPUIIL:

— MHe Ha/j0 exaTb B TOCTUHULLY, y>Ke MO3/HO.

— JIuaH, HeT! OcTaHbCsi CO MHOM! — Apusi BHe3alHO BlIeNW/Iach B pyOaliiky
MOJIO/IOTO UesioBeKa M CHOBa BCEM TeJIOM TIpvyKaiach K Hemy. — S miporiry Te0s,
riepeHouyd y MeHsi!! S He 3Halr Moyemy, HO CerofHsI HOYBIO S He X0uy
0CTaBaThCsl OlHa. MHe He CTpalllHO, HeT, POCTO s X04Y, YTOObI ThI ObLT PsiIOM!
Thbl e[UHCTBEHHBIN POJHOM MHe UesIOBeK, 51 CTONbKO Tebst He Buzena! OcTaHbCs
CO MHOU!

— Apusi, — JluaH ynbiOHY/ICA U, B3AB €€ 3a TOJ00POMAOK, TIPUIIOJHSI
TOJIOBY, — [/I1 BCeX OKPY’KAlOLIUX s TBOM >XKeHuX. bl TOJMBKO Mpe/CTaBb, UTO
CKaXKyT COCeliu, ec/i 0OHAPY>KUTCS, UTO My>KUMHA HOUYEeBaJl B TBOEM [IOME.

— boru npouwioro u Hacyuero, JInad, Hey>Keau Thbl AyMaelllb, YTO Terlepb,
KOTJla Mbl TIPUHSIIA pellleHue TOKWHYTb ApPpO, MeHs BOJHYeT, yTo 000 MHe
CKaXyT cocenu?!

Apusi He cCTajna TOBOPUTb, UTO YK€ HEKOTOpble OTKPBITO CUMTAKT eé
(haBOpPUTKOI €ro BeruecTBa.

— Apus....

— Jluau, mpory....

OH ynbIOHYCS.

— Korjia Thl Tak rOBOpHUIIL M CMOTPHIIIb Ha MeHS, s HU B UeM He MOTy Tebe
OTKa3aTb! YToCTUIIb MeHs ell[é BUHOM?

— Koneuno! C pagoctsio!

Apusi MOMeHTaIbHO B300Jpy/iachk U pacripaBuia XyjieHbKue rieud. JKu3Hb
He Tak yX U 1ioxa!




Bepnan Bapkiatizi HarioMurHas 60/1b110r0 pa3rHeBaHHOTO 3Bepsi. OH MeTarcs
10 WMITepaTOpPCKOMY 3aMKy, He Haxofs ceOsi mecta. [IpuaBOpHBIE U CIyTH,
ObICTPO 3aMeTHWB HaCTpOeHWe HWMIlepaTtopa, CTapajuch JIMIIHUNA pa3 He
TI0Ta/IaThCsl eMy Ha r7a3a. [a, ero BemuecTBO ObUT CIIpaBe/[/TIMBBIM Ue/IOBEKOM U
3a3psi He 00MKasl, HO TIOPOM ero ropsiurii BCIIBUIBUKBLIN XapaKTep /iaBaj o cebe
3HATb.

M mostomy, Korja ero BeIuMyecTBO BMecTe C bapmol MOKWHy/IW [Bopel,
MHOTHe B3ZIOXHYJU C 00/ieryeHreM.

MmniepaTop He MOT HaXOAWUTbCS B HeBeleHUWU. EMy HeoOxoaumo ObLIO
yBuzietb Aputo. CijeHa B TIOPTY, KOrJja MOpSIK [lep>kal eé B OObATUSX,
M03BOJIslI, — MPOK/sAThe!!!! — mo3Bosisin cebe Gparh eé 3a pyKy, Tak M CTOsi/Ia
niepe/; rna3amu! PasymHble [JOBOZIbI HaTaJKWUBaJIWCh Ha HEMPOOWBaeMylO CTEHY
peBHOCTHU. Beza 3muics u 6ecHoBascs. OT OfHON MBICH, UTO IPYTON My»KUrHa
TIpUKacaeTcss K ApWH, ero Tea0 KamMeHes0, MBIkl TOTOBbl ObUIM JIOMHYTh OT
HarpsDKeHUs.

OmHa ero!!!!

BMmecte c bBapgioli oHM oueHb OBICTPO TIpeOAOJieNIM pacCTOsTHUE OT
MMIIepPaTOPCKOTO /IBOPLiA [0 TUXOW Y/WLIbI, T/le HaXOAwics HeOOmbIlIoN [10M
Apuu. OH ObUI TIOTPY>KEH B TEMHOTY, He ObLJI0 BUJJHO, UYTOOBI XOTh T7ie-TO TOpe/u
KaHZienia0pbl. 3HauuT, ApuUs yKe COuUT. BemaH OCTaHOBWICS y KaJUTKU U
HEKOTOpOe BpeMsl MOCTOs/T B pa3fiyMbsix. Pa30yauTh AeBymiky? 3auem? UTo OH
er ckakeT? UTo rnpumMuascs K Hel Kak peBHUBBIM oHel? UTo ero pa3o3nuia eé
BCTpeya C )keHUXoM? Tak OHa He pa3 rOBOpPWJ/Ia, UTO IOMOJIB/IeHa!

W BCé xe....

Urto xoTes uMnepaTop B TOT MOMeHT? OH U caM He 3HalJl.

bapga cHauana mpoCTO CTosila PSIOM  C  XO3(MHOM, OXKHZJas ero
JlaJibHeuIx faeuctBui. [loToM pe3ko BCKHWHY/a MOpPAY K Bepxy, M IJas3a
JKMBOTHOT'O BCIIBIXHY/IM KpacHbIM OrHeM. OHa oOCKajuia MOpPAY U HerpoMKO
3apblyasia, rpyBJeKasi BHUMaHUe X035K1Ha.

BesilaH HaCTOPOXKUJICSL.

— Yto cnyunnock, bapga? — HerpoMko criipocu oH. Eciu 6b1 y uMmiepatopa
TIOMHTEPeCOBaJMCh, KOMY OH 0€30rOBOPOYHO ZIOBepsieT, Kak camoMy cebe, OH, He
Konebmsich, 0TBeTU — Bapze...

Mupg noporia 6/ivke K 4esioBeKY, U MoKasajia MOPZO B CTOPOHY /I0Ma, a
TOUYHee, Ha U3ropo/b.

Benan noHsi1 eé 6e3 mabHENITNX [1eHCTBUM.

UTo-TO OCTaBasoCh CKPBITBIM OT HEro B TO BpeMs, Kak bapja, 3Has ero
VIHTepeChl, 3peHueM, He TO/BIaCTHbIM IIOHATUIO YesioBeKa, yBHzena 51o. U
BenaH, CrpynnupoBaBIIUCh, C JIETKOCTBIO 3alpbICHY/I Ha U3rOPOJb HEBBICOKOIO



3abopa, oropakuBaroluii caz U oM Apud. BecilyMHO CIpLITHYB Ha 3eMIIIO,
BeznaH HampaBWICS K KpbUIbIly. bap/a, OeciiryMHoM TeHbIO, OMyCTU/Iach PSZIOM.

CrianbHU B OOJIBIIMHCTBE [OMOB pACIO/iarajiMch Ha BTOPBLIX 3TaXax, U
UMIIepaTop, JIOBKO LIeTUISIsiCh 3a BBICTYIIBI Ha JioMe, CTan B30uparhbCs,
6e30111MO60UHO OTpe/ieNvB, K KAKOMY OKHY eMy HaJlo TIoTacTb.

KonebaHnve nerkvx 3aHaBeceil TOBOPU/IO O TOM, YTO OKHO /0 KOHLA He
3aKpbITO, ApHSi OCTaBU/a €ro TPUOTKPBITBIM, UTOOBI CBEXXHMM HOUHOW BO3/AyX
TpoHuKan B oM. Yepe3 Hero, 1rojjo0HO TeHW, MPOHUK B CrajabHIO U BenaH.
Korga emy Obulo Hazlo, ero KpyrHasi ¢urypa CTaHOBWIACh TPAKTUYECKHd He
TIPUMETHOM.

B cnanbHe Ob10 TMXO0. HU 3ByKa, HU 1iopoxa...JIulllb pOBHOe JbIXaHUe
JIOHOCUJIOCh OTTYZa, I7ie MpUO/IM3UTeNbHO A0/DKHA Oblla HaXOAUTbCS KPOBATh.
I'y6 Bemana kocHynach ynbiOKa. OH mMoOKauaja rojoBod, obpyraB cebsi 3a
MOPBIBUCTOCTh. Kakasg Hy)KHa THaja ero uepe3 I[0/Aropoja? 3aBTpa OH
BCTPETUTCS C Apuel u....

XOJIOAHBIN TIOT TIPOIIMO MY>KUMHY, KOTZIa OH YCJIBIIIA/I BTOPOE [bIXaHUE,
npepbIBUCTOE. B KpoBaTH crianu /jBoe, U BTOpPOH crian GecriokoiiHo, Began faxe
ObI CKa3aJj, YTo y TOro MHOT/A ¥ BOBCE TIPOMa/iao JbIXaHue.

IIpoknarse!

BeziaH, 3a0bIB TIPO OCTOPOXXHOCTH, IIarHY/I U3 CBOEro YKPBITHS, U ero I1a3a
CTaJIu uepHee CaMOi HOUM.

Apwus criaja, yIOTHO YCTPOUMBILMCH Ha Iuiede JIvaHa.

[TepBbiM TIOPBIBOM BezlaHa ObIJIO BBIZEPHYTH [JIEBYIIKY €3 OOBATHN
MY’KUHHBI, XOPOIIIeHbKO BCTPSIXHYTh, a JIMaHa TOMPOCTY NMPUAYLIINTh. SIpPOCTh,
KOTODYI0 OH CTapaTelbHO TOAAB/AsUI C TOrO MOMEHTa, KaK YBUJe/n UX Ha
npyyasie, BbIpBajach HapyXKy, M €ro I7a3a C YepHOro liBeTa CMEHWIHCh Ha SIPKO
KpacHbii....OH c/leflaia pellvTe/bHbIN 11ar Briepefi, HAaMepeBasiCh pa3pylIUTh
HOYHYI0 WJWIIMIO W paslyuydTh BitOO/eHHyH0 mMapouky. VM emy Obino yxe
TIeBaTh Ha YCJIOBHOCTU U (hOopMaibHOCTH!

He MOHSTHO, UTO MPOU301/IO ObI Jjasbliie, ec/ii Obl B 3TOT CaMbIii MOMEHT
Bap/ia He MpBITHY/IAa B KOMHATY U He Tleperopojiusia nyTh ummeparopy. OrpomMHasi
cobaka C KpbUIbSIMU TIOJ{HSITIa MOP/Y, U [IBe Tlapbl KPACHBIX T71a3 BCTPETUIIUCE. . ..

Yro 3a MoMuanuBBIA [UanOr TIPOMCXOAWI Mexay bBapgoit u BenaHow,
ocTtaHeTcs 3arafiko. OHM CTOSIM ApPYr TPOTUB JApyra W, Ka3aaioCh, BpeMmsi
ocTaHOBU/IOCh. [ToToM BejjaH KUBHYI/I, TIPUIVIYILIEHHO BBIPYTasCs, pa3BepHY/ICS
Ha KaOJlyKax ¥ BLITIPBITHYJT U3 OKHA.

Bapja nocsiefoBaa 3a X035IMHOM.

Bo aBopel; Besjan He BOIIé/, a BOPBa/CsS CTUXUIHBIM BUXpeM, 6/aro Obiia
HOYb, U €My HUKTO He TIomascs Ha rna3a. OH TOHUMaJ, YTO TOTOB COPBATh 3J10



Ha JIt0OOM HEeyro[HOM eMy TIDUJIBOPHOM, U T03TOMY, UTOObI KakK-TO TIPUUTH B
HOpPMY HampaBW/ICs B 3an Jjis pexroBanus. EMy Heo6xoqumo ObII0 BBIMYCTUTh
Tap, TOYMPaXXHSThCS.

[olitTi OH He ycres, TOTOMy 4TO 3ameTun ABrycra JlaBepJa, HEpBHO
BBIXa)XUBAIOIIIETO 0 KOPHUZIOPY, CO CKpEeIlleHHbIMU 3a CIMHOW pyKamu. JIuiio
TIePBOT0 COBETHUKA ObIIO XMYyPBIM.

BezaH, BBIpyraBIIMCh, HarpaBWics K HeMmy. Houka obGelijania BbIJaThCS
»kKapkoi. OH 3HaJ, YTO MO MyCTsKaM ABTYCT He cTasl Obl ero 6eCrioKOUTb.

— ABTYCT, UTO CAy4Yuwaoch? — cpa3y K Jeny mepemén BenaH, Ha xony
CKUZIbIBAsI TIAIL,

— Ho06psbiii Beuep, Ballle BeJIMUYECTBO.

— ABrycrt, roBopu, ocTaBuUM (OpPMasbHOCTU Ha TIOTOM, S He B TOM
HACTPOEHUH, YTOObI XOUTh BOKPYT /la OKOJIO.

BoeHHbIY MUHUCTD KOPOTKO KUBHYJI M UeTKO OTPariopToOBaI:

— BbI otmaBanu nipuka3 cobpatb uH@opmaiyo Ha Aputo e CeldHT U eé
KeHuxa, — Jullo BefaHa mpeBpaTW/OCh B HerNpoHWllaeMyr wmacky. OH
Jorazancs, uro JlaBep/ ceifuac cKa’keT HeUTO U3 psifia BOH Bbixogsiiee. U1 oH He
ommbes. — K coxaneHuto, si He MOTY TOKa BBITIOJTHUTH Balll TpHKa3, Ballle
BemuectBo. Hu Apuu ge Cenunr, Hu JluaHa MoHTecbe B TIpUpOZie He
CyILleCTBYET.



I'n1aBa 9

Heckosibko TIOCTeyrOIMX [AHed ObUIM HAroMHEeHbl OTHOCHUTE/bHBIM
CTIOKOMCTBMEM. ApHs TIOCTOSSHHO HaxOAuaach B HAlpsHKeHUW, OXUZAs
ouepeJHOM BECTOUKH OT UMITepaTopa, HO C TOH CTOPOHBI OBIIO 3aTHIIIbE.

1 peBylllka Kak-TO He3aMeTHO Jisi cebst paccrmabwsiack. Kakablii JeHb
MpoxXoAwi B Jjerkou cyere. OHa 3aHMMasach CajioM, MoMorasa JIlnaHy c
TOProB/ieH, TPUCYTCTBYSI Ha HEe3HAYMTEbHbIX MEPeroBopax, WM MPOBOAW/IA
JleHb, U3yuasi TOPOJ, KOTOPhI eli He Cy)K/eHO ObI/Io Ha3BaTh cBoMM. Korja oHa
JlyMaJjia O TOM, YTO BCKOpe el MpUeTCs MOKUHYTh ApPpo, eé oXBaThiBajia IPyCTh.
K TOoMy >Ke, T'y/sisi 10 TOPOAy, OHa OOHapY>Ki/ia HECKOJILKO TIOMCTHUHE UYZIeCHBIX
JIaBOYEK, e TMpOAABA/IMCh TOTPSICAIOLIUE BellU /s IoMa, U KOTOpble OHa C
Pa/ioCTh0 TIproOpesia Obl, ec/id ObI HE MBICJM O TOM, UTO APPOHHIO MPUJIETCS
TIOKW/aTh Ha/lerKe. BO3bMyT OHU JIMIIIL CaMoe HeoOX0IMMOEe.

JInaH Kaxk/iblii Beuep y>KuHas/ y Apud, OHU beceoBaM, paccKa3biBasid, Kak
MPOIIEN IeHb U, He CTOBAapHBasiCh, CTapa/MCh He KacaTbCsl TeMbI UMITepaTopa.

3a 5TM AHU ApUS HECKOJbKO pa3 CTa/JIKMBajiaCh C JOCTONOYTEHHBIM
Ypcynom Keprcom, TOT KaXK/bIM pa3 3aMCKHBaroIIle y/bIbasics, OTUero Ha Jyiiie
JIeBYIIIKM OCTaBaJICs HeMpUATHBIN ocaziok. OHa y/bliOanach B OTBET U CITEIIWIA
YUTH, UTOOBI COCe/] He 3aBejT C Hell pa3roBOPOB.

Omna 6osbIlie He Mpocu/a JInaHa 0CTaTbCsA y Heé HOueBaTh, M KaXK/bIN [1eHb,
10CJie Y)KMHA U BeUEPHUX TTOCU/IENIOK, OH ye3Kasl B TOCTUHULLY.

Tak ObI/IO U CeroHsl.

OHa nosHUMa/Iach 0 JIeCTHULIEe, HareBasi He3aTeW/TMBbIM MOTHB T1eCEHKH,
KOTOPYIO CEerofiHsi yC/ibllliajia Ha peiHKe. BOT npomén u emé oguH AeHs.... Jlena
y JlvaHa IUIM HEIUI0X0, OH CEerofHs C TOPAOCTBbI0 COOOIIWI, UTO 3aK/IFOUMII
HECKOJIbKO OUY€Hb BBITOJHBIX C/Ie/I0K, U eC/IA U JlaJiblile fiea TIOUAYT C TEM Ke
yCIIeXOM, TO OHU CMOTYT TTIOKMHYTh APHIO paHblile, UeM MIaHUPOBAJIU.

1 y Hux O6yayT ZieHbI'M Ha TTIOKYTIKYy HOBOT'O ioMa.

[TocnegHsis HOBOCTh Oblla TIPOCTO 3aMedarenbHOM! HeT, oHa Oblia
BestMKosiertHOM! OHa Bcesisiia HaZleXkay Ha cBetTroe Oyxyiee! He Bcerga >ke um
BCE TepSITh U HAUMHATh KaK/IbIM pa3 CHauvasa....

Apus OTKpbUIA JIBEPh B CMa/bHIO, U 3aMepJia.

Ha kpoBaTH, BanbsHKHO Ppa3BajMBIIMCh, yAOOHO pacronoxuics BemaH
Bapknang. OH jie)kas, 3aKMHYB PYKM 3a TOJIOBY, U C I[MHUYHOU YXMBUIKOU
HabJTrofIas 3a IBEPhIO.

— Beuep no6peiid....Apusi e CenuHI, — I103[0pOBajCsI OH, BUAUMO, He



coburpasich TIOJHUMAThCSI C KPOBATH.

Apwuro Tipoiib Xo/o0AHbIM MOT. EM 1Moka3anoch WK Korjla OH MPOM3HOCHJT
eé MMs, OHO TIPO3BYYaJI0 B €ro yCTax, Kak HacMellka? VM Kak OH mormnasa K Heul B
noM? XoTs, TIoTacTh He rpobsieMa, HO BOT TO, UTO OH BO3/ieXasl Ha KPOBaTH. ...

CurHan OIacHOCTA BCHOBIXHY/J B TOJIOBE [E€BYIIKM, WU OHa JeuCTBOBaja
WHCTUHKTUBHO. OHa TmofxBaTWaa TIOAON 000K, pe3Ko pa3BepHy/Iach Ha
Kabsyukax u mobexxasia 1o Kopuopy. Apusi He 3Hasia Kyzia 6exXuT, 3auemM OexKuT,
I7aBHOe — y0Oe)kaTh, CKPBITbCS OT TIPUCTAJbHOTO I[MHUYHOTO B3IVIS/A,
TIPOHUKAIOLLIEro B CYyTh €€ eCcTeCTBa.

EctecTBeHHO, y0exkaTh fiajieko el HUKTO He fan. OHa He Tipobexkana U
JleCATU MeTPOB, KaK CU/IbHasA pyKa B/IaCTHBIM »KeCTOM OCTaHOBWJIA eé.

— Apus, Tebe OT MeHsI He yOe)kaTh! — IPOCTHBIM IIeNOT 06XKer el JIUI[0, U B
C/IeAYIONIYI0 CeKYHJly OHa OKa3ajach MPWKaToW K CTeHe, 0OMTON GapxaTHbIM
robeneHoMm.

N3 eé rpyau BbIpBa/JICS NPUINYIIEHHbIM CTOH OTYasiHus. BcTpeua c
HMMIIepaTOpOM He Cy/ii/la HUUero Xopolliero, U UHTyulust Apuy Kpudasa, 4to Ha
9TOT pa3 OHa He OT/esaeTCs JIeTKUM UCIyroM. OH MPUILLIEN B eé J0M...HOYbIO. .. U
KA. .. KAl B CliajibHe. ..

— IMyctute! — BbIJaBUIa OHA W3 cebsi U clenana emié OfHy OTUasHHYHO
TOTBITKY y0e)kaTb, HO CTalbHOE KOJIbI[0 MY)KCKHX PYK He TI03BOJIHA/IO
CABUHYTHCA C MecTa. bosiee Toro, BeslaH ri0oTHee npyyKascs K [eBYLLKe.

— Hwu 3a uro. Hukorga, — €JjioBa, CKa3aHHbIe LIETIOTOM, MPO3BydaaMu Kak
TIPUTOBOP.

— Bbl He uMeeTe mpaBa..., — Hayaja ObII0O Apwus, TIOTOM OCEK/Iach,
BCIIOMHUB, KTO Mepej Hel.

— Nmetro, Apus, umero. ...

Ero nuiio, permmTesibHOe W BAaCTHOe, HEYMOJMMO TPUO/IMKANIOCh K JIALY
Apun.

— Mot eHuX...

O, npo >keHWXa el He CTOW/IO TOBOPHUTh, MOTOMY UTO Tesio BemaHa cpa3sy
OKaMeHeJ10, T71a3a PeBHUBO TPHIIYPUINCh, T'YObI CKATUCh B TOHKYIO JIMHHUIO.

— TBou xeHux cerojHs He npuzeT! Moxelllb ero He XJaTb! — SIPOCTHO
TPOrOBOPWJI OH, U €ro CJ1I0Ba BIUBA/IUCh B KOXKY J|€BYLLKH, TOUYHO y/aphbl XJIbICTA.
OHa B3ApOrHy/sa, U XOTejia y>Ke OTBeTUTb, KaK OH 3/10 MPOJO/DKWI: — A Tbl
xpaemb ero? JKpemb? ITogHMManack B CrajbHIO, YTOOBI TPUTOTOBUTHCA? —
XBaTKa MY)KUMHBI CTajia 0ojiee >KeCTKOM, Masibllbl C CHUOW CXKalW TIpeArieube
JeBYIIIKY, BBIHYXKZas €€ TOMOpLIUThCA. — Ilocmemry TebGsi pa3ouapoBath!
CerofiHsi ero MeCTo B TBoe TmocTenu 3aiimy s1! 1 yBepsito Tebs1, 1 OKaXKyChb Kyza
bonee crpacTHbIM MHO0OBHMKOM! JlaBHO TOpa 3aBepIIMTL HauaToe, TIpaB/a,



Apus?

OT TOro, Kak OH CHOBA NPOU3HEC e€ UMfA, IO Telay [JeBYLIKU [OLIA
X0JI0AHble Mypalluku. Emé HM pa3y ¢ MOMeHTa MX 3HaKOMCTBa, UMIIeparop
Beznan He OB CTOJ/Ib arpecCrBeH, OT ero KPYITHOTO Tejla MCXOJuIa efiBa Jiu He
ocsi3aemas 3/10CThb.

— He mpaBpa! — c >xapoMm BOCKIMKHY/Ma Apus, cTapasich 3a0bITh, UTO Tiepe[
Hell crout umreparop. OHa npurKa3ana cebe BOCTPUHUMATh €ro, Kak 0ObIYHOTO
YyesI0BeKa, ec/iv Takoe, KOHeUHO, BO3MOXKHO.

— [Touemy >xe, Apusi, moueMy? — 111eroT BesaHa o6BosakuBas, a ofjHa pyKa
CMyCTU/IaCh BHU3 U TI0-COOCTBEHHUUECKHU JieT/ia Ha bezpo.

W peByliika He BbIJeprKaa:

— [a uto BamM OT MeHsl Haz0?! — BCKpUYasia OHa U B e€ OrPOMHBIX IVia3ax
3abnectenu cie3bl 00uAbl U 00mM. — CKOMBKO MOXKHO MeHsI Tpec/iefioBaTh?
[ToueMy BBl He TIePEK/IFOUMTECh Ha JIPYTYIO €BYIIIKY, KoTopasi OyneT cBoOogHa?
a mobasi B UMIepUU COTTIACUTRLCS CTaTh Ballleit (haBopUTKOM!

— 51 xouy Tebs!

— Ha....

Apusd yriepjacb pykamMu B rpyAb BemaHa, 4yBCTBys, UTO JpoxKaljue HOT'U
Haua/u 1oBouTh eé. E11é 4yTh-uyTh, U OHA CHOBA yMajieT B 0OMOPOK.

W Torpa HeMHUHYeMO OKakeTCsl B KPOBaTH.

Apusi 3HEprMUHO 3aMOTajia TOJIOBOM, >Kesasi, uTOObI MMIIepaTop ucues,
TOUHO MUPa)X, HaBaXJjeHre, MOpPoK. Ho Bcé 6b110 HaripacHo, pykKa, obpaBiiascs
1o 6ezpa, cTana yBepeHHO 3a/1MpaTh 1M0/0/1 FOOKH.

Wmneparop Gosblile He >kenan BecTu Oecelbl. HermpemeHHO, Kak TOJIBKO
OHM HAuWHA/IU [UajJor, C HUM IIPOUCXOAWIO HEUTo, He IIoAJaroIeecs
Bpa3yMUTeIbHOMY 00bSICHEHUIO, U OH OTCTYyMasl OT cBoel Lend. OH KaK/bli pa3
11671 K Apuu, KeJiast TIOIyUYUTh €6, U YXOAWI HU C YeM...

CerofHsi BCé OyzieT M0-/IpyroMmy.

OH HakK/IOHW/ TOJIOBY M JKaJHBIMU IIOLIeJIYSIMU CTajl MOKpBIBaTh LIE0 U
OTOJIeHHbIe TIIeud ZieByIIKU. Terno Apuu ObLIO HEKHBIM M 0€3yMHO BKYCHBIM.
JKap Bo3OyxzeHus: onanun Befana, u TOT, He 3aMeyasi Oosblile HUYEro BOKPYT,
TIOPLIBUCTLIMU /IBWKEHUSIMU TPOHUK TIOf OOKU [1eBYIIKA U AOTPOHY/CS [0
KPY>KeB ITaHTa/IoOH.

Ona nipuHaexxuT eMy! M1 HUKTO He cMeeT BCTaBaTh Ha ero MmyTH!

Ero ry0Obl CryCTW/IMCh K 30He JIeKOabTe ApHH, U HaTKHYJIMCh Ha TKaHb. B
Mojle celiyac ObITM OTKPBITHIE TI/IaThsl, YKEHIIWHBI C YAOBOJBCTBHEM OTOJISIN
TPY/Y e/iBa /I He ZI0 COCKOB, a TyT ObL IJIyX0i BOPOT.



1 BepnaH, HaXoAsICh MOJ, B/IACThIO MePBOOBITHBIX UHCTUHKTOB, I7le TJIaBHbIM
ObUIO — MOAUMHUTE >KEHIIUHY, B3SITh €€ T/I0Th — PBaHY/1 BOPOT, Pa30PBaB IJlaThe.

Apusa BCckpukHyna. OHa 3azpixajiacb, HO He CONpPOTHBIsIack. B rosose
BO3HMKJIa KpaMOJIbHasi MbIC/Ib — ITyCTb BO3bMET....

Bo3bMeT U yCIIOKOUTCS.

OHa norteprur.

[Torepnur....

A TI0TOM BCE€ 3aKOHUUTCS.

Eé pyku Gosiblile He yrmupaauch B TPyAb WMIlepaTopa, OHa 00JI0KOTHIAaCh
UMHU O CTeHY, TakuM 00pa3oM, MbITasiCh YCTOSITh HAa HOTaX. XOJIOAHBIM BO3AYX
KOCHYJICSl 0OHa>KeHHBIX Tpy/ieH. ...

Y BejaHa noteMHeJI0 B Iv1a3ax, U OH I10yKajiesl, UTO CBET OT eJVHCTBEHHOI'0
KaH/iesi10pa, pacriosioKeHHOTO B KOHI[e KOPUZOpPA, He MOXKET T03BOJIUTh MY B
TIOJTHOW Mepe HaC/IaZIuThCs 3pesvilieM 0e/l0CHE)KHBIX XOJMHUKOB C PO30BBIMU
apeoyiaMy, BeHUaeMbIMU HeOOJIBIIIMMU COCKaMU. BOT OHa — MJIOTH >KeJaHHOM
JKeHIIMHb!! BHYTpeHHUM 3peHue OH I10/1b30BaThCs He CTall....

W3 ero rpyzy BeIpBaJICs IJIyXOU CTOH, U 3TOT CTOH UeM-TO HallOMUHaJ/ CTOH
paHeHoro 3Beps. Eciu 61 y BefjaHa 6b11a BO3MOXKHOCTh TTOCMOTPETh Ha cebst Co
CTOPOHBI, OH ObI COIPOTHYJICS OT OMep3eHMUs], TIOTOMY UTO HUKOT/Jia PaHee UM He
OB/aJieBajia JKWBOTHasA I0X0Tb. OH Bcerja KOHTPO/MPOBA/A 3MOLMH, a
ceKkcyasbHble ToTpeOHOCTH TeM Oosiee. [lisi Hero UHTHUMHas cepa KU3HU Oblia
WIPOU, TIPUATHOM U C/1aZJ0CTPACTHOM.

Tyt xe....

Becb MUD yMeHbBILIW/ICS [0 OJHOW cabo¥ [JeBYIIKH, KOTOpasi CTosiia,
BXKaBLIWCh B CTEHY M, Ka3asach, 3a/ajach Lie/bl0, CUThCA C Hel. OHa Kperko
3a)KMYpHJIa I71a3a, YToObl He BU/IeTh JIUlla HaCU/IbHUKA.

M nycTh HaCWJILHUK TIpUHAJJIeKaal K UMIepaToOpCKOMYy pOAY, CYTU 3TO He
MEHSIJIO0.

BenaH, fenasi JOPOXKKY U3 Xa/IHBIX TIOLIeyeB, A00pancs /10 rpyei.

— boru..., — BbIpBa/oCh y HEro 3a MrHOBEHHE [0 TOrO, KakK TryObl ¢
YKaIHOCTBIO Jlocesie HU pa3y He WCIbITbiBaeMol BejaHoM, BTSHY/IU B cebsi ofiuH
13 COCKOB.

Teriepp Apus mpukycuia Ty0y, uToObl He 3aKpUuaTh OT HapacTarolei
BHYTpU He€ IaHUKU. ...

Benan yTpoOHO 3apbiuajn, oH BCé Gosiee U 0Oosiee HauMHa/l MOXOAWTH Ha
roJsioffHOTO 3Bepsi. Ero pyku 00XBaTU/IN ATOAULIbI A€BYIIKU U OJHUM JBI>KeHUEM
TIPUTIOJHSAIU €€.

— CKa)kul, a TBOM »KeHHX 11eJI0Bajl Teds Tam, moj, 0e/bem?

Apusi HUUEro He OTBeTWIa, OHa Oblla He B TOM COCTOSIHUM, UTOOBI



orBeuarb. Eé pasym MNOMyTWICS, OHa BCA CXKajlaCcb B OAWH KOMOK, BCeMU
IpaBJaMU U HellpaBlaMy CTapasiCh He pearpoBaTh Ha [IPOUCXOLLIee.

CKOpO BCE KOHUUTCH. ...

HenpeMeHHO KOHUUTCH. ...

OH yxe mobpaJicst fio eé OGesep, a TaM. ...

— Apusi..., — Besan He 3Ba/ /IeBYIIIKY, OH BBIJJOXHY/ €€ uMs, TpoOys Ha
BKyC. OHO Ob1710 craiije H060T0 ecepTa, MPUTOTOBIEHHOTO CAMbIM HCKYCHBIM
rioBapom. Vims njeanbHO MOAXOAUIO eBYILKe.

Ero 6osbllive masnblbl JOTPOHY/IUCH [0 PE3UHKU MAHTAJOH U MPOHUKIU
BHYTDb....

Apus BCXJIMIIHY/IA elé OAUH pas, U 3ajpllllajzia YacTo, [PepbIBUCTO, y»Kac
HaCTOJIbKO CHU/IBHO OBJIaJie/l e, YTO CTa/lo He XBararb BO3[yXa, [bIIaTh
CTaHOBUJ/IOCh TPyAHee. OHa IOINPOCTY 3a/blxanack. Ternepb OHa CTajaa MOJIUTHCSA
boraMm, utoObl Te CMWIOCTUBW/INCH HaZi Hell W TO3BOJWIM TPOBAJUTLCS B
CITACUTEeJ/IbHYIO TeMHOTY.

Wmmniepatop  He  OCTaHOBUTCH, TakK  IIyCTb  U3Hacwiyer  eé
Oecco3HaTesIbHYHO. ..

— Tsl MOs jeBOUKa. . ..

Tem BpemeHeM Befan Bocxutusicsi 6apXaTUCTOCTbIO KOXKU APUU, U KAK-TO
YIIyCTWJI MOMEHT, KOI/a [eByIlKa IiepecTasa yJep)KUBaTbCAd 3a CTeHy U
6e3BO/IbHO TIOBUC/IA B €T0 PYKax.

Eé Teno oOMSIKIIO. ...

Kenas yBujeTs Mo Apuu U y40CTOBEPUTHCS, UTO C Hell BCE B MOPsJIKe,
Benan oTopBascsi OT eé Tpyau, U ...CHOBA ObLT BBIHYXKIEH OCTAaHOBUTHCS, KaK
HEeCKOJIbKO JIHel Ha3a/| Ha o3epe.

To, UTO MPOUCXOUIO C [IeBYIIKOM, TTOPa3uIo ero Ao Tmyounsl aymmd. OHa
He Obla TOXO)Ka cama Ha cebsi, OHa 3ajpixasach, eé TyObl ApOXKaau, T/a3a
KPeIKo 3aKMYpPeHbl, PYKH OKaaucb B Kynadku. [loka OH okupbiBan eé
Ol1IeIOMJ/IEHHBIM B3IJISIZIOM, TIPUXOJUI B cebsi, 0Ha HEBOJIBHO T0/jalach BIiepes 1
BLIETT/IACh TOHKUMU Ta/IbI[aMU B €r0 KypPTKY, YTOObI He yIacThb...

— Apus! Apusi! — no3Ban BejaH, ogHOM pyKOW MPOAO/DKast y/lep’KUBaTh eé
3a 6eapa, BTOPYIO 3aITyCTU/ B pacTperaHHble BOJIOCHI.

[leByI11Ka He ycCJibliliajia ero, Mpo/o/bKasi HAXO[UThCS Ha rpaHy Ge3ymusi.

— Apus, MasbllKa....JleBoYKa Mos..., — BejaH IpUHAICS MOKpBIBaTh eé
OnegHOe MULIO TIOLE/ysIMU, HO OHU Y)Ke He HOCWIM Xapaktep crpactu. OHa
CHOBA HUKAaK He IpopearvpoBasna, U Toraa y BejgaHa BelpBasiocs: — [la 4To e A
TBOPIO C TOOOM. ...

HecuacTHbIM BUJ [ieBYILIKY, KOTOPasi HUKAK He pearupoBasa Ha ero CJioBa,
BbIBEpHY/ Ayiily Benana Ha u3HaHKy. [la, oH 6e3yMHO >kefan Apuro, HO He XOTeJsl



TIPUUMHATEL el U Maseliield 60/ WM CcTpajjaHusi. A TO, UTO JieByIlIKa ceiuac
CTpajiajia He BbI3bIBa/I0 COMHEHUSI.

— Apusi, — OH MNOBTOpSIT e€ WMs, Kak 3ak/iAThe, — I[OCMOTPU Ha
MmeHs....[TocmoTpy, nponty....Apusi, 1 He Oyay Oosibllle Tporatb M Liel0BaTh
TeObs. .. ITpoiiry, TOCMOTpPU Ha MeHs. ..

[eByliKa NpUOTKpbUIA IV1a3a, U y BejaHa BO3HMK/IO UyBCTBO, YTO B €ro
TPYAb BOH3WIW OCTpbIN KuHKan. Eé orpoMHble 11a3a Obuld CyXvUMU, B HUX He
ObU10 C/1E3, HO OOpeueHHOCTb, KOTOpas TMpOJO/Kaja IPUCYTCTBOBATh BO
B3IVIs/le, Cpasusia HaroBasl.

Teneps npwuiilsia ero ouepeb COAPOTHYTHCS OT OMep3eHus K cebe.

OH 0CTOPOKHO TTOCTaBU/I APUIO Ha M0/ U nonpaBui 100Ky. C pa3opBaHHbIM
BOPOTOM ObUIO C/iOKHee. Apus, TIOHSIB, UTO /IOMOTaTe/bCTBA TPEeKPaTU/IUCh,
TIpofioJKasi MpeObIBaTh B HEKOW TTPOCTpALUU, TIOAHSJIA APOXKAIy0 PYKY U Koe-
Kak cobpasia Kpasi TOpBaHHOW TKaHH.

— Apus....

— Bcé xopo1o, Balle BeJiMueCTBO, — TUXO MpOoILleNTasna JeBylLKa.

— $1 npyuunHUI Tebe 60/b, MPOCTU MEHSI.

— Bcé xopo1110, — CHOBa IIOBTOPU/IAa OHA U OIyCTUJIA TOJIOBY.

VimMriepaTtop MO-TIpeXXHEMY CTOsUI BIUVIOTHYKO K HeM, MeCTaMu HX Teja
TIPOZI0/DKAJIM COTIPHUKACaThCs.

— $1 HacTosbKO MpoTHBeH Tebe, uTo Ge3ymue oB/azieBaeT TOOOM, CTOUT MHe
TOJILKO TIPUKOCHYTHCS K Tebe? — Kak Obl BesjaH He cTapasicsi, ObIi MOMEHThI Hafl
KOTOPBIMM OH He BJ/IaCTeH.

U cBOO TATY K 3TOM MOJIOZION >KeHIIHe OH 00BsICHUTh HUUeM He MOT.

— BbI TyT HU IIpU YeM...., — YeCTHO OTBeTH/Ia ApUsi, TIOHMUMas1, UYTO e€ CJI0Ba
ero Be/MUeCTBO HCTONKYeT mMo-cBoeMy. OObsACHATH He ObIZIO HU CU, HU
JKeJIaHus.

— JTOT u3-3a JluaHa? — rna3a Benana Hej00po GsiecHy/IM MPOTUB €ro BOJIH.
YcnyxnvBoe BooOpa)keHHWe HapUCOBalo KapTWHbI, The Apus U MoHTeche,
oOHa)XeHHbIe, JIAaCKAT ApPYT Apyra, U B UMIIepaTope PeBHOCTh B3bIrpasia Haf
JPYTMMH 4YyBCTBaMH. EMy 3ax0Te/ioChb yHUUTOXXUTb MNPOTHMBHUKA, CTEpeTb C
JULla 3eMJIM, 3aCTaBUTh APHUIO HeTOCTWKUMBIM 00pa3oMm 3abbiTh ero pas u
HaBcerya.

W Apwus, yrajaB ero MbICJIM, U PYKOBOACTBYSICb WUHTYHULIMEM, KOTOpPas
BO30IIWJIa, YTO Celyac He CTOMUT JIyKaBUThb, YEeCTHO IIPU3HAaJIach:

— Y Hac ¢ HUM He ObI0 UHTUMHOM CBSI3U.

Began 3amep. Hu uto Ha cBeTe, HMKakas ¢)pa3a He MOIVla €ro YAWBUTH
Oosbilie, ueM ycibllllaHHOe. Ero ofHOBpeMeHHO OXBaTWia HU C 4YeM
HeCpaBHUMasl PafioCTh, U CIe[IJOM, TYT >Ke 0OpYIIU/ICS IIKBaJ COMHEHUH.



Vmriepatop TOXKe pelus OTBeTUTh IIPSAMO, He CKpbIBask CBOUX ITOCTYIIKOB:

— B zeHb ero npuesza st 6bL1 B TBOEM ZiOMe U BU/Ie/T BaC BMeCTe.

Ero csioBa 1po3Byyasiy KecTKo.

Apus B3pOrHy/a.

— BbI IDOHUK/I B MOU [IOM. ...

— CosepieHHO BepHO! U Ty HOub Bbl mpoBenu Bmecte! f Buzen Bac B
ogHou KpoBatu! Thl nexkasa B ero oObaTHSX! — € >kKapoM BbIIOXHY/ BemaH,
TI0CJIe Yero JIByMsl TajibliaMy MPUTIOAHST TTOI00PO/IOK /IeBYIIKU U 3ar/isHY/ el B
rna3a. — Pa3Be 3T0r0 He ObI0?

— Bbi710, — KOpPOTKO OTBeTWIa Apwusi, HEMHOrO TpUxo/si B cebsi. Bau3ocThb
uMIiepaTopa Mno-fmpeXKHeMy BHOCHW/IAa CMYTy B €€ CO3HaHHe, OHa TipeAriousa Obl,
yTOOBI OH OTOILIEN, a Jiyullle, U BOBCe YIIIeJl.

['nasa ero BesnmuecTBa robesHo G1ecHynu.

— W kak mocne 3Toro BepuTh Tebe!? MuHyTy Hazaj, Thl TOBOpHW/A, UTO
MeXIy BaMU He ObIIO cekca, Korja ke Tebsi TIpumepad K CTeHKe, Thbl
TIpU3HaellbCsl, YTO coJirasal — ero POMKUM I0JI0C 3XOM pa3/aBajcs 1o IyCTOMY
KOpHUZOpY.

Apus cHoBa ©kanack. OHa MogMeTwI1a, 4YTO [BOSKO pearupyer Ha
umriepatopa. MiHor[ja MO)KeT ¢ HUM pa3roBapuBaTh, Kak ¢ OOBIUHBIM MY>KUUHOM,
a UHOT/ZIa, KaK, HarlpuMep, Cero/iHsl, UyBCTBYyeT ce0si 3arHaHHOM JIaHbIO.

— Barie BesinuecTBO, s HA B ueM 0oJiee He TpH3HaBagach, — OHa cobpasia
Toc/iefIHe OCTaTKKM camoo0iafjaHusi U ToCTapajach TOBOPUTh POBHO. B3misga
OHa TOXKe He OTBOZW/IA, XOTS BHYTPU Y Heé BCE [poykasio OT BoysiHeHUs. — U He
Oyay. $1 BaM TrOBOpIHO OfHO, Bbl MeHs He C/ylllaeTe, JejlaeTe BbIBO/bI
camocrosiTesbHO. S He Oyay Bac HM B ueM mepeyOexaaTb. XOTUTe OT MeHs
TOJTYUUTh KaKyr-nb0 uMHGOpMaIUIo, BbI3bIBaliTe BalllMX COJIZAT, MYCTh MeHs
XBaTaroT, 3aTOYal0T B TEMHMLY U [OIpallMBarOT 10 BCeM IpaBWiaM. Y Hac C
BaMU He I10/1y4yaeTcs pasroBopa....

Pyka Benana fiporHysna, B3m/isif] cTas 6osiee 5KeCTKUM.

— Apus, Tbl UI'paellb C OTHeM, — [peyIipeu OH.

[eByIiKa 1MoCcMOTpesia Ha HETo B3IJIs/[OM, B KOTOPOM JIETKO MOYKHO ObLIIO
1poyecTb: « MHe Heuero TepsarTb».

— Ha BCé Bosisi ummepaTopa, — OTBeTU/Ia OHA U, He y/lep>KaBILKCh, fobaBua:
-...Ballle BeJIM4ecTso....

Bepnan ot 6eccusnusi ejBa He 3ackpexketasn 3ybamu. EMy xoTenoch CXBaTUTh
[IeBUOHKY 3a IUIeYd U XOPOILIeHbKO BCTPAXHYTh! bosiee TOro, OH MOHAJ, YTO
npourpan! He OyzeT ke OH Ha camoM jiefie BLIOMBATh U3 Heé TpaBAly B TEMHOM
nogBane? [la-a, TakuM 00pa3oM OH KakK pa3 3aCayXXUT TeIUIyI0 JIAaCKOBYHO
yIBIOKY. ...



bory, mnoueMy enWHCTBeHHasl [eBYIlKa, KOTOpas 3aTpOHy/a ero [Ayliy,
OTHOCUTCSI K HEMY C Jie/IeHSIUM CrioKoicTBuemM? OH umrepaTop, oH borar u
TipUBJIeKaTe/ieH, OH MOXKeT 0CYaCT/IMBUTL 00Oyt Kpacotky! Tak, mo kpabiHei
Mepe, TIPUHATO CUUTATh. A HeT, BUAUMO, He t00yt0. ... cHoBa BeiaH BCriOMHU
Mbparvma ¢ ero yMHbIMU CJIOBaMH.

A emé OH C ropeybl0 IOAyMas O TOM, YTO Apus HU pasy eMy He
yIbIOHY/IaCh, UCKPEHHE, OT BCero cep/iia.

— Tel Xe 3Haelllb, YTO S He Cj/efal0 HUUYero TMofoOHOro, — C TOJUKOU
ropakeHus ckasajn BegaH v caenan wiar HazaZ. Yem fasibiie OH CTOUMT OT Apuy,
TeM MeHbllIe 111aHCOB CHOBa Ha Heé HabpOCUTBCH.

[TapafoKC 3aK/touascss B TOM, YTO APYTUX >KeHLIUH OH He xoren! C Tex
TI0p, KaK OH TIOBCTpeyuas ApHio, B ero KpOBaTU He ObIJI0 HUKOTO.

— Baie BesiiuecTBO, yKe MO34HO..., — ApUs NpoJo/DKana CKUMarh BOPOT
T/1aThsl, CaMa yUBJISIACh CBOEM CMeJIOCTH Y HarJIOCTH.

— $1 He xouy mokuzAaTh Tebsi, — pa3apakeHHO OpPOCU/T UMIIepaTop, HaXMYPUB
6poBu. — Kak TbI cebsi uyBCTByeIlb?

— Jlyutie.

— Torma nporysnsicsa co MHOM 10 03epa.

Apusi yauBIeHHO 3amoprasa. Pe3kuii riepexosi COObITUI IIIOKUPOBa eé He
MeHbllle, yeM OZlep>KUMOe JKeJlaHue ero BeJIMueCTBa OB/aJleThb el.

— CHoBa?

— CHoBa.

Ona 3akonebanacb. C OfHOM CTOPOHBI, OHAa XOTejla OCTaThCsl OfHA U
TIPUBECTU B TIOPSAJIOK MBIC/IM U UyBCTBa, C APYrOW....e€ JOM repecTan ObITh
KperocTbio. VICIyr, KOTOpBIM BbI3BaJ MOSIBJIEHWE UMIIEPATOpa, He MPOLIET.

W peBylliKa, CIJIOTHYB NOACTYITMBLIWN K TOPJ/1y KOM, KUBHYJIA.

— 4 cornacHa.

MmnepaTop HU 3a uTO ObI He TIPU3HAJICSA, UTO XK/ajq e€ OTBeTa, 3aTauB
neixaHve. Kaszanoch, OT TOro, Kakoe pellleHHe OHa TPUMET, 3aBHCena Cyab0a
L[eJIOU UMITepUH, a He IPOCTOM MPOTYJIKM 10 03épa...

— {1 mogoxkay Tebst BHU3Y.

Apus CHOBa KMBHY/IA Y, MOLLIATHIBAsACh, HATIPaBU/IACh B CliajibHIO. [IoKka OHa
MeHs/I1a TI/1aThe, HaXOAU/Iach B HEKOW TIPOCTPALiiK, B €€ TOJI0Be He BO3HUKJ/IO HU
OfIHOM MaJsi0-MaJ/iIbCKOW MBIC/IH, /1a U He ObII0 Y Heé CUsl, UToObI [yMaTh O YeM-TO
Cepbe3HOM.

Bcé upert Tak, Kak yrogdo borawm....




BenaHy cpa3y Opocunach B T/1a3 eé OGe[HOCTb, KOTOPYIO eIllé CujbHee
TIOJIUePKHY/I0 0e3BKyCHOe KODUUHEeBOe TulaThe C BBICOKUM BODOTOM. Apus
rpyryecasnach Ha CKOPYIO PYKY U BBIIVIsZie/1a B LeJIOM He OYeHb.

VmMriepartop, 3arHaB yrpbI3eHHs] COBECTH B JJaJIbHUU Yrojl AYLIHA, HETPOMKO
TIOMHTEpeCoBasICs:

— Apusi, moueMy Ha Tebe He TIaThe OT rOCIoXKu Jla3epsI?

Apusi, yCblIlaB BOMpPOC, TOMOPLLIX/Iach. MeHblile BCero el CHoBa XOTe0Ch
BCTYTIaTh B IUCKYCCHIO 110 TIOBOAY eé rapziepoba.

— OHu el11é He ObIIU JOCTAB/IEHHBI.

— 3aBTpa OyayT, — C YyBEPEHHOCThIO, KOTOpasi MOXKeT OBITh MPUCYIIA TOMbKO
BBICOKOPOJHBIM 0co0am, cka3an BenaH.

Apuisi 0CTaHOBU/IACh HANIPOTHB HEro U MoKauyasia FoJI0BOMU.

— Baiie BesMuecTBO, He HaZ0 OTPbIBAaTh roCrioxKy Jlasepy oT eé OCHOBHBIX
3aKa3oB. f He Oy/lly HOCUTB T/IaThsl, KOTOPbIE OHA COIIIbET.

— Ho nouemy? — uckpeHHe yauBuica Beman. OH yke mpeacTaBu, Kak
oyapoBaTesbHO Oy/leT BBIMVIAJETh> ApUS B TI€PCUKOBOM WU HEXHO-DPO30BOM
niatbe. KopceT v He myboKoe — UyTb-4yTh, YTOOBI JIMIIIHKE T71a3a He TISUTUIUCh
Ha KpacoTy, KOTopas MpUHAaJJ/IeXUT TOJbKO emy!!! — nekonbre mnoguepkHeT
JIOCTOMHCTBA eé XpYyNKol (hUryphl.

— He xouy.

— IIpocto He xouy?

— IIpocTo He xX0uy, — IOATBepAW/Ia JeBYyLLKa.

OTBeT He y[0B/IeTBOPUJI UMIIepaTopa.

— Bcé pmeno B MonTeche? IJTo OH Tebe 3ampelljaeT HOCUTb KpaCHBBIE
HapsI/IbI? — U CHOBA B I7Ia3axX ero BeJIMueCTBa BCKOIBIXHY/IUCH HeJJOOpbie UCKDBI.

Apus r1y60KO B37I0XHY/Ia U TUXO OTBETUIA:

— Jluan TyT HU Tipu yem. OTO MoOM BbIOOp. M s Bac mpoiily, Baile
BeJINYeCTBO, JaBauTe 0cTaBUM JInaHa B rokoe. VIHaue HUKaKOM MPOTY/IKH Y HacC
He nonyuuTcs. 5 He xouy 06CyKaTh IOPOTOr0 MHe uesioBekKa.

Hopororo....ITpoknsatee! /[opococo eun uenoBeka! OT BHYTpPEHHETO
HarnpspkeHus1 y BezaHa B34y/1MCh BeHbl Ha BHCKAax, HO OH OCTaBUJ/I €€ peruviuKy
Ge3 kommeHTapusi. [loka OH >kfan Apuio, OH [ajq CJOBO, UTO TMOCTapaeTcs
o0y31aTh CBOM HHM3MEHHbIe WHCTUHKTBI U B KOU BEKM TO0OIIATLCS C JeBYIIKOMH,
He MbITasiCh 3a71e3Th K Hell 1o/ F0OKu.

— TBoa B3sina, — CKasan OH, TmofaBas pyKy. — Cenuac g He X0ouy
QUCKYTHUpOBaTh. $1 Hamyras TebOs, U CUbHO, U MHe XOYeTCs 3aryiaZiuTh BUHY.
[To3Bonuiib?

Apusi TIOCMOTpesia Ha TIPOTSHYTYKO PYKy M COMHEHUS C HOBOM CWJIOH
oOpymmiuch Ha JeByliky. He fenmaer /v oHa OLIMOKY, COT/IACHBIIUCH



MPOTYJIATECSI C ero BenM4ecTBOM 70 o3epa? He mnoanuTeiBaeT /M OHa ero
cTpactb? B0O3MOXXHO, OHa caMa BMHOBaTa, YTO OH He >KejaeT OCTaB/sATb eé B
TOKOe, 4YTO, eC/JIdM OHa He [0CTaTOYHO BHATHO Jaja IOHATb, UTO CBSA3b C
MY>XUMHOM B €@ TIOJIOKEHWM He [OIyCTMMa, MYyCTb 3TOT MY)XXUMHA — CaMm
VIMITeparop. . ..

— Jla, — OHa B/IOXKK/Ia PYKY B TeIUIytO 1aZloHb Begana Bapknaiiza.

— Tloiimem, y meHsi aisi Tebst ecTb HeOOJBIIONW CHOPMpPHU3, — CKas3ad OH,
CTapasicb He oOpallaTh BHUMaHUs Ha yuyailleHHoe cep/iiebuenue. Celiuac, Korzia
OH KOHTPO/IMPOBaJI CBOU MOCTYIKH, TO MOT IPUC/IYLIATHCS U K CBOMM UyBCTBaM.
A OHM PaJJOCTHO BO3OMW/IM, CTOW/IO TOJILKO JIeBYIlIKe OOPOBO/ILHO TI03BOJIUTH
B35ITh Ce0sI 3a PYKY.

OkasbiBaeTcs, Kak Maja0 HaZlo AJig CUacTbs. i IPOCTOro 4esioBeYeCKoro
CYaCThA. ..

Jlerkasi ynbiOKa KOCHy/ach ry6 Apuu.

— Croprpu3bl OT ero BeJiMuecTBa HeOOIbIITMMY He ObIBAIOT, — 3aMeTH/Ia OHa.

— §1 GBI C yOBOMBCTBUEM yCTpauBaa Tebe CHOPMPHU3bI KaXKIOAHEBHO, — C
3aTaeHHOM HajleX/10¥ nMporoBopus BesaH, u yxxe, ckopee zjisi cebst, J00aBUI: —
TeI JKe He [T03BOJIULLIb. ...

— Hu x yemy cropripu3sbl, Ballle Be/IMUeCTBO, — HETPOMKO OTBeTH/Ia Apwus,
OCTOPOXXHO CTYIIas PsiZloM C UMITIepaTOpOM U B KOTOPBIM pa3 OTMeuasi, Kakasi OHa
MaJleHbKasi 110 CPaBHEHHUIO ¢ HUM. Ec/m cziesiath pe3kye NopbIBUCThIE IBUKeHUS,
TO MOYKHO OBIIO OIIYTUTb JIETKYIO0 00Jib OT 00bsiTHI Bemana. OHU y Hero ObuH
OUeHb JlaXke KPernKUMHU.

OHH BBILLIM BO [BOP, M ApHs MOJTHOU TPYAbI0 BAOXHY/IA CBEXXUU HOUHOM
BO37yX. OmlyIianack jierkasi mpoxsaja, Ho 6e3 BIaXXHOCTH, MTO3TOMY HaXOIUThCS
Ha ysuiie 66110 KOMGOPTHO.

— Hawm cropa, — cka3an Befiad u yka3san pykoit BriiyOb cafia, 3a ZioM.

— Kasiitka B pyroy CTOpOHe. .., — HeZJOyMeHHO CKa3asa Apusl.

— 4 3naro0. Upewm.

OH c/erka MOTSHY/ €8 3a pyKy, U OHa mofguuHuiIacb. CONpPOTUBIATHCA
umrnepatopy — cebe ngopoke. IIpormucHasi WCTHMHA, KOTOPYH) OHAa HE MOXKET
YCBOMUTB Ha NPOTSKEHUU BCeH )KU3HM. . ..

Korga oHu 00Ol KpPyroM JO0M W OKa3aiuchb y 3abopa, Apusi uyThb
TIPUIVIYLLIEHHO 3aCTOHA/IA:

— TosbKO He 3T0....

OnHa porazanach, Kakou CHOpPIIPU3 MPUTOTOBWI el umrmeparop. Kycouku
MO3auK{ CJIOKWINCh B KapTHHY, BCE BCTajl0 Ha CBOM MecTa. [71laBHOe, OHa
Terepb IIOHs/IAa 3araZloyHoe TII0BeJeHue coceza, [OCTOIOYTEeHHOro Ypcy/a
Kepuca.



— Tel moHsina? — BemaH yabIOHY/ICS U TIOUYBCTBOBalA ropAocTb. U 3Ta
ropJoCTb Oblyla He 3a TIPUrOTOBJEHHBIN CIOPIPHU3, a 3a CO0OpPa3UTeNTHLHOCTb ero
MaJIeHbKOM JIeBOYKHU.

Ero....

— Kaxetcs, na, — Apusi yibiOHy/mach B OTBeT, U y BefjaHa ciierka JporHy/iv
Horu. Bor Te pa3! Bor Tak peakiusa! Ha mpoctyio yibiOKy....Temepb oH
TOHWMAJI, TIOUeMy CKa3aTeJid B [IDEBHUX JieTeHJaX TMPOC/aB/Isid yabIOKU
TIpeKpacHbIX XKeHIMH. by/lb OH HesazeH, a OH MOJDKWU3HU FOTOB OTAATh, TOIBKO
ObI OHa ysibibasach eMy KaXk/j0e yTPO, MPOChITIAasiCh B er0 KPOBaTH.

[TocnenHsii MBIC/Ib CTPEMHUTE/ILHO BOPBajiach B €ro CO3HaHME W Orajuia
orHeM. A Be/lb 3TO TIpaB/ia, Cylljasi mpaBja....Beman >kenan Obl BUAeThH ApHIO
KaXkzi0e yTpo....

OH oITyCTH/T TOMIOBY, He >kKejiasi, uToObl Apust BUjie/la ero rjasa. B HUX oHa
MOT/Ia IPOUYeCThb TO, B UeM OH TOJIbKO-TOJILKO MPHU3HAsCs cam cebe....

— Tebe ToOHpaBUIOCH 03€pO, U s pelua 00/eruuTh TBOW MyTh, — BemaH
TIoCTapascsi OTOPBaThCsSl OT MbIC/IeH U BepHYTbCS K Juanory. — Hazetoch, Tebe
TIOHPABUTCS.

OHu npuluM B JJa/IbHUK Cajl, T/e TePPUTOpUsS AoMa ApUU TpaHUUWIA C
Tepputopuelr Kepurcos. [leByllika HeCKOJIbKO pa3 3a IpoLIejlIre JHU C/blllaja
JIOHOCUBIIIMECST C 3TOTO Kpasi CTpouTe/IbHbie PabO0ThI, HO He 3a0CTpsiia Ha HUX
BHUMAaHUsl, OHa >Xe MOMHW/IA, YTO COCeJyd 3aHUMAarOTCS PEMOHTOM, U Kak-TO
ro3abbuia CBsI3aTh PEMOHT C yCTpauBaeMbIMU UMIIEPaTOPOM CHOPIIPH3aMH.

Apuu TIOHpPaBWJIOCh, 0Oojiee TOro, y Heé 3alluIiajgo B IVa3ax, KOrja OHa
yBUZIeJIa HELIMPOKYI0 asiel0, BbUIOKEHHYHO OTILIM(OBaHHbIM KaMmHeM. [lo
00erM CTOpOHAM BO3BBIIIA/IMCH KOJIOHHBI, YKpaIlleHHbIe 1[IBEeTYIIMMU BbIOHAMHU.

— Korpa...KaK..., — y [JeByLIKM 3arepliwio B Tropje U TIpPULUIOChH
OTKaIUIATHCS, UTOOBI MPOA0/KUTE: — Kak BaM yaanock co3aaTh nogobHoe uyao?

— Het HUUero He BO3MOXKHOTO, — Y/IbIOHY/ICST BeflaH B OTBET, — HafleH0Ch, ThI
Oyzelb UCI0/Ib30BaTh a/ijiero [/si MPOryaoK. MoXHO, /1a)ke BeUepHUX.

Apusi oTpearvpoBasia Ha LIYT/IMBbIM HaMeK MMIIepaTopa JIerKUM B3Z,0XOM.
OnHa OBl C yZOBOJBCTBHEM I10/Ib30Ba/laCh 3TOW UYAHOW ajiieed KaXK[bli JIeHb,
ecu Obl He TyIaHUPOBasa coexkath U3 Appo B Oivkaiiiiiie THU.

— Cnacubo BaMm. MHe...TnipaB/ia, OueHb MOHPABUJIOCH.

— 4 pan.

HekoTopoe Bpemsi oM 1 Moya. Vimneparop nipujep>xuBan pyKy Apuu,
M HaoIax[aacs Tem, 4yTOo OHa psgoM. OH He 3HalA, 4YTO TOBOPUTH U
NpeATrpUHUMATh Jajibliie.

— [aBaiiTe miporyssiemcsi MO IUISDKY, — MOIMPOCHIa ero Apus, Korja OHHU
TIO/IOLLLIN K 03epy.



BenaH coriacHO KUBHYIL.

— Pacckaxku o cebe, Apus. Thbl feByIlIKa-3arajika, U MHe X04eTCsl y3HaThb O
Tebe, KaK MO>KHO OOJIbIIIe.

— BBbI >Ke TOBOpPWIM, UTO BalllM JIIOAW CcOOMparoT 000 MHe /aHHble, — Apus
ObICTPO TIOCMOTpe/sa B /IO MMIIepaTopa M CHOBA CTajla BCMAaTPUBATbCA B
Heomnpe/e/eHHY0 JaJlb.

— [la, cobupatot, — He ctas oTpuilaTh Beman. — Ho ux uHdbopmaiys — 3To
O/IHO, a yCJIBIIIATh OT Tebsi paccka3 o cebe — Apyroe.

B rosoBe HaBA3UMBO BCIIbLIa HWH(OpMalYs, CKa3aHHasi TepPBbIM
coBeTHUKOM JlaBepzom, uro HU Apuu gae Cenunr, HA JIuaHa MoHTecbe He
cyiiectByet. IHTepecHO, uTo ObI OHa CKa3asia, COOOIIM OH el 3Ty HOBOCTb?

BenaHa Tak ¥ MoAMbIBa/JO CIIPOCUTh, HO OH MOHUMaJ — paHo. [Ipuniock
cAep>kaTb MUMOJIETHBIU MOPBIB. He 3psi OH poc npu UMmepaTopCcKoM JiBOpe, Te
yuuTessi B COBEpIIEHCTBE CTPEMW/INCh OOyYMTh HaCIeJHUKOB HWCKYCCTBY
nuLieieriCTBa U YMEHHUIO «/lepyKaTh IUL0». BeaH Npuie)KHOCTbIO He OT/IMYa/cs,
M 4YaCTO YuuTesIs >KaJ0BaJMCh Ha Hero. HO Koe-Kakve HaBbIKU OH BCE-Taku
YCBOWJI.

Apusi BCTIOMHW/IAa UX Pa3roBOp B MOPTY, Korja JIvaH TNporoBOpU/ICs, 4TO
OHM TIpUOBLTM M3 CapkKOHWM. BHYTpH HENpUSTHO 3aHBLIO OT TOTO, UTO CHOBA
TIPUIETCS JITaTh W BbIBOpauuMBaThCsA. KTo OBl TO/MBKO 3Ha/, KaKk OHAa ycTaja OT
TMOCTOSIHHOTO BpaHbsi! Kak el X0Te/noCh OTKPBITHCS. ...[TIOTOBOPUTH MO JyIlIaM...
JKUTb, He OIVISIAbIBAsICh Ha3af.....

— Bare BesMuecTBO, S MpOCTasi [|eBYIIKA, B MO€W WCTOPUM HET HUYEro
rp¥MeuaresibHoro...Ocrasack CUpPOTOM, KOTZla MHE WCIO/JHW/IOCH TPUHA/ATh
JIeT, B TOXKe BpeMms IMOo3HakoMuiach ¢ JInaHoMm. C Tex mop Mbl BMecTe. Kymuiu
Kopab/sib M OYeHb CHUIBHO HaZieeMcs, UTO y HacC TIOIYUUTCS 3aHUMAThCS
ToproB/eii. TOproBasi MO3BOIUT HAaM >KUTh 0e30eHO, HO CKPOMHO, — Apwus
roBOpu/a MOHOTOHHBIM TOHOM, 3ayyeHHasi peub JWaacb pPoBHO. OHa He
CMOTpesia Ha UMIIepaTopa, MO3TOMY He BHjesla, KaK OH C)KaJl T'yObl, CTOM/IO el
3aroBOPUTH O KeHuxe. — BOT Bbl HECKO/IbKO pa3 yiKe IbITaeTeCb HaBA3aTb MHE
Jpyroii rap/iepo0, 1o CyTH, c/iesiaTh 3a MeHsI BbIOOp. V1 BaM He MOKET TIPUIATH B
rOJIOBY MbIC/Ib, UTO MHE HPABUTCS, KakK s OfleBatOChb. S cumMTaro, UTO Cephid U
KOpDHUUHEBbIe 1[BeTa BOBCe He CKyuHble. /la, OHU He spKue, He Kpuualjue. Ho oHu
MHe HpaBATCSl. OHU CKPOMHBIE, He TIPUBJ/IEKAlOT BHUMAaHUWS, U MEHS MOJHOCTBIO
yCTpauBaroT.

Onu 1M MejieHHO, He criemia. [logHsics HeOoMbIIoN BeTep, U TOBEsIO
MPOXJIaJION CO CTOPOHBI 0O3epa. Apus TMOAHSIA JULO K BepXy, HacaaXJasCh
MUMOJIETHBIM TIPUKOCHOBEHUEM BeTpa.

BenaH HeBO/ILHO 3a/1t000Bajicsi »KeCTOM [IeBYIIIKHM, W B KOTOpBIM pa3



OTMeTU/ eé Xpymkyr KpacoTy. OHa He Opocanach B Ivia3a, He 3acTaBJsiia
3aMMparh Cep/le B BOCXUILEHUH, HAallPOTKB, OHAa MPOHUKA/A B AyLly, U Ha Heé
XOTe/I0Ch CMOTPeTh OeCKOHEeUHO.

— MHe 6bI X0Tesioch BU/eTh Tebsi B 6osiee >)KM3HEPaJOCTHBIX 1iBeTax...Pa3se
TIePCUKOBBIN WU TOy00i — sipKue, KprUyJalijye 1BeTa?

— Bor BuguTe, Ballle Be/IMUeCTBO, Bl CHOBA CKa3asli, YTO 3TO Bbl XOTHUTE....
Be1 — umriepaTop, ¥ 3TUM BCE CKa3aHo....

HeoxxuanHo BefiaH pe3ko 0CTaHOBWIICS, [IOBEPHYJICS K JleByLIKe U B3I eé
3a meun. Celiuac oH JeiicTBoBas 0Oojiee OCTOPOXKHO, CTapasiCb He Hamyrarb
Aputo.

— A 1iouemy ThI He MOXKelllb BOCTIPUHUMATh MeHs1, KaK 00BIUHOTO MY>KUUHY ?

['pycTHasi ynbiOKa BO3HUK/IA Ha Jiulie Apuu.

— IToTomy uTO BBI BefieTe ceOsi He Kak OOBIYHBIN My>KUMHaA.

— Apus....
— Baiie BenuMuyecTBOo, He MOPTUTE IMPOrYJKY, f Bac IIPOLLy, — CHOBa
HErPOMKO TMpou3Hecna Apusg. — MHe He TpPOCTO COXPaHATb CIIOKOWCTBUE,

Haxo/sCh C BaMU. 51 MOCTOSTHHO XAY.. ..

Ona 3aMosuarna, MoHsIB, YTO TOTOBA CKa3aTh JIMIIIHEE.

— ...HamaZieHus1? — 3aKOHYU/I 3a Heé BeJjaH 1 OTMYCTW/I TI/IeUu [ieBYLLIKU, HO
DYKOM CHOBa 3aBsiafiesi. — Thl OmacaeliibCsi, UTo s CHOBA TOMbITalOCh Tebst B3STh?

— JlaBatiTe He OGyfeM KacaTbCsl 3TOW TeMbl, HU K ueMy. Bbl — ummnepatop, s —
Ballla MOAJaHHas. ..

— Apus, a Tebe M3BECTHO, UTO Ha WMIIEPAaTOPCKUN TPOH 51 B3OILEN He TI0
CBOeH Boe?

Apusi yIUB/IEHHO MOKayasia Fo/I0BOM.

— Her...

— 51 BTOpOW CBIH B JUHacTUU Bapk/aiifioB, ¥ Ha MPeCTo/ He MpeTeH/0Ball.
Bosiee Toro, mpaBUThL He XOTea U He Xouy. Sl BBHIMOJHSAO AOMT Mepef ceMbel U
uMIieprvend. Brky, Tel yauBieHa?

— Ec/m vecTtHO, TO Aa.

Apusi Gosbllle yIvWBWIaCh He TPU3HAHWIO WMIlepaTopa, a TO, UTO OH
3aTpPOHY/N 3Ty TeMy C Heil. [TooOHBIe pa3roBOpbI C MPOCTOMHJUHAMU He
BeJYTCS.

— Wmnepatop Croki, MoM crapiivii OpaT mporan 6e3 BecTu TpU rofa
Hasajl, U C TexX MOp 51 Be/lly HeyCTaHHble MOWCKU Opata. Ham He mocTtymasna
yuHbopMaIus, UTo OH YOUT WK UTO HAaXO[UTCS B TieHy. [103ToMy 51 yBepeH, UTo
OH >KWB, U UTO 51 ero 0b6s3arenibHO Halay. A Korza CTOK/I BepHETCSl B APPOHUIO,
51 C yAOBO/IbCTBUEM BEPHY €My UMIIEPAaTOPCKUI TPOH.

— BbI crioco6HBI 0TKA3aThCsl OT TUTY/Ia UMIIepaTopa’?



— Ha, — To, C KakOM yBepeHHOCTbIO OH MPOW3HEC, Y ApPHUU HE BO3HHUK/IO U
TeHU COMHEHUU B ero C0Bax.

OHa MpUKyCH/Ia HWKHIOK Ty0y, TIOHMMasi, UTO pacCrpalliiBaTh He CTOWT,
CBOMMM BOMPOCAaMM OHa MpOosiB/isieT UHTepecC K Benany Bapkiaiifly, TeM cambIMm,
T03BOJISIA MY AyMarh, YTO y Heé TMPOChINaeTCsl CUMIIATUSA K ero repCcoHe.

Ho nto60mbITCTBO, OHO 0Ka3aaoCh CUbHee JJOBOZIOB pa3yMa. ...

— U uro Torma? Uem BbI Oyzere 3aHMMarbcA? KWUTh TIPU /IBOpe M BECTH
npa3AHbIi 006pa3 KU3HU?

VmriepaTop HErpoOMKO 3aCMesiyiCd W ero mnasblbl JIACKOBBIM [IBH)KEHUEM
TIOIVIaJU/IU JIa[JOHb JeBYILIKU. Y Hero 3TOT JKeCT BbILLe/ Helpou3BOJIbHO, a OHa,
yBJleueHHasi bece [0, He 3aMeTu/Ia ero.

— Tbl, Kak W MHOTHMe 3abmy)kgaroTcs. I, XOTb ¥ BBIPOC TIPU JIBOpE,
TOCTOSSHHO KUThb B HEM He CTpeM/itoCcb. CyeTa, MHTPUTH, TIOJIMUTUKA, >XaXK7a
BJIaCTH....Celiuac MHe OT 5TOr0 HHUKYyJa He [eThCs, HO Jylla CTPEMHUTCS K
Ipyromy...

— K uemy? — cnpocunia Apus U 3amepiia, opakeHHasi CBOel CMeJIOCThIO.

— $1 ouenp mobmro wmupgoB. Ecmu Thl obpaTwiia BHUMaHWe, TO S
MpakTUUYeCKu He pas3nydeH C bapgou. Mupabl ajis MeHsi BCé. MHe HpaBUTCS
ObITh C HUMH, U3yYaTh UX, TIPOCTO COCYIIIeCTBOBATh PsiioM... . s1 MeuTaro, UTO B
OJIVH MPEeKPAaCHbIN JieHb, Korja BepHeTcs: CTOKJ/I, y MeHsI TTOSIBUTCS BO3MOKHOCTh
T0C/IaTh BCEX...HY, B 00I1leM, Jjaneko, U yexatb B MUPOHUIO!

CrioBa nmrieparopa rpo3ByyYasiy MbUIKO U CTPACTHO, U ApuUs MIOBepUsia emMy.

— [Ha, MUpAbl yAUBUTE/IbHbIE >XUBOTHbIE....A MUDPOHUA, eClu 5 He
o1mbarCh, 3aKpbITasi J0JIMHA, Ky/la IPOCTOMY CME@PTHOMY He MOMacTh?

— CoBeplieHHO BepHO. Mup/bl ¥ HEMHOTOUMC/IeHHbIe XUTeau MupoHuu
obeperarOT TePPUTOPHIO [IOJIMHBI OT HEe3BaHbIX TocCTell. U mpaBUIBHO fe/atoT.
Mupbl TI03BOJISIFOT Hallled WMIIEpUM TIPOL[BeTaTh, JKUTh B JOCTAaTKe U He
00SIThCSI BOEHHBIX HarlaJieHUH.

— Kak vHTepecHo, — BbiCKa3asacb Apusi, U COBCEM He OXKU1/ajia yCJIbIlIaTh B
OTBeT:

— Xouellb s MOKa)Ky Tebe MUpOHHUIO?

[TpennoxkeHre umreparopa ObIJIO CTO/Ib HEBEPOSITHBIM Jijisi ApyH, UTO OHa
OCTaHOBUJIACh U NIOBEPHY/IACH K HEMY.

— Bbl He m1yTuTe? — €8 u10 03apusia poOKasi y/ibiOKa, TIo/THash HaZleXKIbl U
JeTCKOTO JIF0OOMBbITCTBA.

N Bepau npormait. ...

IIporias oKOHYaTeIBHO.

Ero ceppaie rmiepectasio OUThCS....3aMepsio....A TIOTOM BCIBIXHY/IO B
OrHe....



— Her, He mry4y, — THIlle 0OBIYHOTO OTBETH/T OH.

Apusi efjBa /i He 3arpbirana OT pajocTu. Korjja oHa BriepBbie yCIbliliazia
PO MHUP/IOB, TO TIOlymMasia, UTO ObLI0 ObI 3aMedare/ibHO YBH/ETh UX [IOJIMHY,
TIPUKOCHYTHCS K WX )KW3HM, TI03HATh TaliHY YAWBUTE/ILHBIX )KUBOTHBIX. . .

— Ho Baime Bel4ecTBo...1I0YEMY...TI0UYEMY BbI TOTOBBI OPraHU30BaTh [JIs
MeHsI 3Ty CKa30UHYI0, HEBEPOSTHYIO TPOTY/JKY? — OT OXBaTHBILETO BOJIHEHWS,
Apusi He cpa3y cMoryIa COOPaTbCsi C MBIC/ISIMHU.

OTBeT, KOTOPBIH Jja/l UMIIEPATOP, HaBCET/Ia OCTAHETCS B € MaMsTH:

— A ecsu s Bito6OsieH B Tebsi, Apusi?
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Bu3utepoB cpa3y 0b1710 ABOE.

Ecnu Jluana Apwusi >k[jana U BCTPeTH/IA €ro C TPUBETIUBOMN Y/IbIOKOM, TO
BU3UT TOCTIOXKU Jlazepbl BbI3Ba/l y Heé Jierkyro jocaay. MoaucTtka mipuObLia
IpakTUYeCKu B OJHO Bpems C JIMAaHOM, UX D3KUIIAXKU T[10KA3aJUCh C
TIPOTUBOIIO/IOKHBIX CTOPOH V/IULIBL, & TaK Kak Apus B 3TO BpeMs BO3Bpalllaiach
oT Gy/104HMKa, TO MOIVIa BU/IeTh UX TPUOLITHE.

— Mwiiouka, KaK 3TO MOHMMAaThb? — rocrioxka Jlasepa He yznocyxuiach
ro3zopoBarbCsd. OHa BBINOPXHYJIAa W3 3KWNaxa M, uUrHopupysa Jluana, Bcé
Hero/|oBaHue HaripaBu/ia Ha Aputo. A To, 4TO rocrioa Jlasepa mpeGbiBasia He B
Pa/ly’)KHOM HAaCTPOEHWH, MO)XHO OBbLIO Orpe/ile/IUTh IO KpacHbIM TIATHaM,
TOKPBIBAIOLLIUM eé 11[eKU U 11Iet0.

— Hobpeiii meHb, Tocroxka Jlasepa, — moueMy-To eé He3arJlaHUPOBAHHBIM
BU3UT pa3Beces s Apuro. MoOAUCTKa KaXKblid pa3 MOsB/IS/IaCh y Heé HeXXIaHHO-
HerajjlaHHO. — YeM Ha ceil pa3 sl BbI3BaJia y BaC CTO/Ib OypHYIO peakiuio?

— U BbI ewjé cripaiiviBaeTe yeM? CeroziHs pyObLT UesioBeK OT UMIIepaTtopa
U OTAaq HoBoe pacriopsbkeHue! $I, moHuMaeTe M, 3abpocusia BceX CBOUX
K/JIMEHTOK, @ UX He TaK y)X U Majio, U 3aHUMajach TOJILKO BallluM 3aka3oMm! A
TYT....
Buarmo, Ha 3TOM y rocroxu Jlasepsl C/10BapHbBIN 3arac 3aKOHYMIICS, U OHA
TIOIPOCTY 3a/l0XHY/IaCh OT BO3MYIL|€HHUS.

Apusi efBa chep)kana CMelOK. JIMaH CTOs/I pPsiJlOM U C BOMPOLIAOLLEN
ynbIOKOM HabOMrOIas 3a TIPOUCXOSIIIM.

— $1 Bac BCE paBHO He IOHUMaHO!

— Hevero TyT mnOHMMaTh, w™uWiouka! Vmmneparop pacnopsauiacs
OOJIBIIIMHCTBO TI/1aTheB, KOTOPbIe yyKe TIOUTH TOTOBBI OT/IaTh Ha MPOZAXKy, TO eCThb
BaM OHU He HYxHbI! A cmmTh apyrue! U, 3Haere, Kakux LjBeTOB? CephiX U
KOPUYHEBbIX, HO MPU 3TOM OHU [OJ/DKHBI PaZioBaTh IVla3 U COOTBETCTBOBAThb
Moze?!! NI cnpammBaeTtcs, Kak s 3TO czenaro? Kak MOXKHO M3 Ceporo cZesarb
wegesp?!! Kak?!!!

— lNocnioxka Jlazepa...., — Hayana ObUI0 Apusi, HO MO/IMCTKA €€ OCTaHOBU/IA
pe3KrM B3MaxXxOM pPYKM U CTOHOM, B KOTOPOM 3aK/IK04aj0Ch BCE OTuyagHue
BCeJIEHHOU.

— Hy, BBl x0T ObI cornacuTech Ha eié ofauH 1Bet! Ha mo6oii! Tonbko
bosiee-meHee sipkuii! §1 ke He MOT'Y Ha caMOM /[iejie OT/IaTh BCe T/1aThsl, KOTOPbIE
IIIWTUCh Ha Bac, KOMy-To! S ObI 3TO C MpeBeIMKUM yI0BOJILCTBUEM C/iefiasa, YK



ToBepbTe MHe, HO G0/IbHO Y Bac ¢urypa He cTaHaapTHas! [e s Haliy Takyro
MHHUATIOPHYHO JaMOUKY /ia elljé C KPYITHOW FPyZbto?

JIuaH KalllJisiHyJ/l, HaMepeBasiCh MpUBJeYb K cebe BHUMaHUe, HO He TyT-TO
6buto. [lnsi rocrioku Jlazepbl OH He TIPe/CTaB/Is/l HAKAKOM 3HAUMMOCTH, a,
3HAUUT, ObUT HEBUVM.

Illexr Apum TOXKe 3arojbIXajd, HO He OT HerofoBaHus, a OT CMYLeHHUs.
OnHa He mpuBbLIKIa 00CYKJaTb JAOCTOMHCTBA W HENOCTAaTKU CBoell (UTyphbI C
TIOCTOPOHHUMM JIIOAIbMU. W JKenasi, KakK MOXKHO CKOpee U30aBUTbCS OT
HaBSI3UMBOTO O0IIeCTBa roCIioXKu Jla3epsl, MOCTEIHO CKa3aa:

— §1 cornacHa Ha NepCUKOBBIM. . .

Ta He fociyiiana eé, Bo3Besa PpyKU K BepXy U TeaTpalbHO BOCK/IMKHYJIA:

— XBana 6oram! KakeTcsi, B 3TOUM XOpOILIEHBKOW TOJIOBKe TMOSIBSIFOTCS
pa3yMHbIe MbIC/IH!

— l'ocrioxka Jlasepa....

— [Inatbs BaM JOCTaBAT K KOHLy HeZiesid! — U CHOBa OHa He »Kejiajia HUKOro
C/IBILIATh, pasBepHy/Jach W HarpaBulaCh K 3KUMNAXy, [POMKO IPOZOJIKas
6opMoTarh: — Ho cephlif 1 KODUUHEBBIH. ...HET, 3TO HEBBIHOCUMO.. ..

— Y0 310 6BIIO? — CcrIpocu1 JIMaH, pacTIbIBIINCE B y/IbIOKe.

Apud IYT/IMBO 3aKaTW/a Ivia3a U B3sjla MOJIOZOIO0 YesioBeKa 3a PYKY.

— JIuan, 1 He cnipawvBaii. [IporynsieMcs wiv NOCUAUM Y MeHsl.

— [aBaii nporemMcs, Torojia 3aMeuaresibHasi, jJa U HaCUZescs s BUepa, — Ha
ero Jivlle TIpOMeJIbKHY/Ia TeHb, KOTOpasi OCTajaach He3aMeueHHOW JeBYLIKOW. B
1y1aHbl JInaHa He BXOAW/IO OroBelaTb ApUI0 O TOM, 4YTO JIFOAU UMIleparopa U
eMy Buepa HaHeC/IM BU3UT. — Tak KTO 3TO Takas U IpU YeM TyT I1/1aTbsA?

— JIvaH, 3Ta UCTOPUA..., — Y ApUU BBIPBAJICA CMeLIOK. — VIMrieparopy He
HPaBUTCS, KaK 5 OZleBarOCh, BOT OH U peLln MeHs nepeofeTtsb. [l 3TOro orjasn
TIpUKa3 CaMOM U3BeCTHOW MOAMCTKe UMITePUM 3aHSIThCS MOUM Tapzaepobom! Kak
BU/UILIIb, OHAa He B BOoCTOpre!

— CHOBa UMneparop. .., — Becejbe MOMEeHTAa/IbHO MCYe3sIo C jvia JInaHa.

— CHOBa OH....

— Tel cerogHsi ToBOpHIbL O HeM B Oosiee criokoiiHoM ToHe. OH BYepa
npuxoun K Tebe? — xorsa JIuaH W 3ajan BOIMPOC, OH 3Ha/n OTBeT. He 3ps ke
BOEHHbIE ero BeJIMUeCTBa BCHO HOUb IMPOCTOSI/IU BO3J/1e [iBEPU HOMepPa rOCTUHOM U
10/ OKHamu!

— [Ipuxoauin, — oTBeTH/Ia [IeBYLLKA, ¥ B €€ rojioce Mpo3Byyvaiu 3ayMUUBbIe
HOTKH.

Cepatie JluaHa TpeBoXXHO 3abusiock. OH UCKpeHHe TiepekKuBas 3a Aputo, U
He XoTeJ1, YT0ObI OHa CTpafana.

— OH...He HaBpeu/ Tebe? — CMyIIIasiCh, YTOUHUT MOJIO/ION UesiOBeK.



Apusi, 6pocyB MUMOJIETHBIN B3I/Isi/ Ha JIaHa, MoKavasia rojioBOM.

— Hert, JIuaH, BCé B niopsjxke.

— OH He ocTaBHT Tebs B TIOKOe, Ja?

— He ocraswur.

— Apus, MHe Ka)KeTCsl WIM Thbl Ha CaMOM [iejle M3MeHW/Ia OTHOLIeHue K
BHMMAaHHWIO UMIieparopa?

IIpexge ueM OTBETUTb, [eBYLIKAa HEKOTOpoe BpeMs nomosvyana. OHa
TIpUBBbIK/IA OBITH UeCTHOU C JIMaHOM U ZI0BepsiTh eMy camoe COKpoBeHHoe. Ho
YTO CKa3aTh, KOIZa Thl CaMa HUYero He IOHUMaelllb B IIPOUCXOALIeM?

— JluaH, g He 3Har0....OH TyraeT MeHsI CBO€M CWIOW U BACTbIO, ThI XKe
3Haellb.... Ho Buepa....Buepa Kak-TO BCE IOLLJIO T0-APYIOMY....

JIvan xopoio 3Han Aputo, MO3TOMY Cjlerka Ioxkajg eé pyky, TeM CambIM
JlaBasi [IOHATh, UTO OH C Heu.

— OH HauvHaeT Tebe HPaBUTHCS?

OT nofo6HOM MbICTM ApPUI0 OPOCUIO B >Kap, U OHAa C/IMILIKOM TOCIIeITHO
OTBeTWJIa:

— JIuaH, nmo6oticsi boroB, ThI >Ke 3Haelllb, sI OT My>XUMH 0Oery, Kak OT OrHs!
MHe He HY>KHBI JTFOO0BHBIe MpUK/ItoueHust! f xusia 6e3 HUX CTIOKOWHO, TIPOXKUBY
u fasnbiie! Tem 6osee, MHe He HY)KHO BHUMaHue umMreparopa!!!

JInaH 3alyMuMBO KauHYJ1 FOJIOBOM.

— Ecsii Ob1 OH XOTes1 MpUUYUHUTE Tebe 3710, TO AaBHO B3si1 Obl cusoi. Pa3se
s He TipaB?

Apwud 1 caMma 3TO 3HaJja.

— Ilpas.

— Torzma, MoXeT ObITh, UMeeT CMBIC/T TIPHUHSTh €ro yXaXKUBaHUS?

— JluaH! — mpocToHana /ieBylilika, HO B eé rosioce He ObLI0 OTUAsHUS WU
BO3MYILIEHUS.

— Apusi, nioc/yIai, si, Kak HUKTO Apyrou enato Tebe cuactbsi! U ThI, Kak
HUKTO Jipyras, 3TO cyacTbe 3acayxkuna! Bo3moxkHo, Benan Bapkinaig u ectb
TBOsI CcyAbba! BO3MO)KHO, CTOWUT TIPeKpaTUTh UrpaTh B (PUKTUBHYIO TOMOJIBKY
MeXxzay HaMmu!

— OH uMIIepaTop, U 3TUM BCE CKa3aHo, — ApUs yrpsiMO HaxMypusia OpoBHU.
Ha ceppiie cTano TsbKeslo U HeMHOro rpycTHO. OJJUHOKUMM HOUYaMH, 0COOeHHO
3MMHMMH, KOTJja BbIOra 3aBbIBajia 3a OKHOM, €l CTAaHOBW/IOCh OU€Hb TOCK/IMBO,
TOpOM Ha IVla3a HaBOPAYMBAaJ/IMChb C/e3bl, U OHA CO)Kajesna, YTo pPSZOM HeT
yesioBeKa, K KOTOPOMY MOYKHO TIPWXKaThbCsl M YC/IbIIATh: «ApUS, CIH, 3TO TOJIBKO
BeTep...» A I10 yTpaM OHa HUKOT/A He YC/IBIIAT TOMOT JeTCKUX HOT.

Ho st0 Obin eé BbiOOp. OHa He XOTena Takoi CyAbObl. Tak C/IOKUIUCH
00CTOsITE/IbCTBA.



— B Hapozge roBopAr, uTO uUMIepatop BepaH BpeMeHHO 3aHUMaeT
VMIIepaTOPCKU TPOH. Y Hero ecTh Opar, UCTUHHBLIM WMIIEpaTop, KOTOPbIi
niporian 6e3 BeCTH.

— $1 3Hato 00 3TOM, JIMaH, — ¥ CHOBA TOJIOC /IEBYILIKU JPOTHYIL.

— Apus, He Mmyuaii cebs. Ecnu umneparop BenaH Bbi3biBaeT y TeOst
CUMIIATUIO, TIPUMU ero yxaKuBaHus!

— JInaH....

— Yem 3aKOHUM/IACH Ballla BUepallHss BcTpeya? CHOBa CCOpPOM?

JIuan ObIn yBepeH, UTO BCE He Tak yxk 1oxo. C ummnepatopom BegaHom oH
MUYHO OOIIancs eAVHOXKIbl, B TOT [leHb Ha TIPUCTaHW, U €r0 BeJIUYeCTBO
TIpOM3BeJI BlleYaT/ieHne CUIbHOTO MY>KUUHBI, CTIOCOOHOTO Ha CMejibie TTOCTYITKU.
Ia u B cTosuile TIPO HETO TOBOPW/IM TOJILKO Xopoiiee. HeT, Obuiv, KOHEUHO, U
He/IOBOJIbHbIE €r0o TpaB/ieHUeM JIFOUIIKK, HO 3TO ObUIM MMEHHO JIFO[WIIIKHY,
3aHMMarOL[1ieCsl TEeMHBIMU Jje/laMU.

— MBI He OCCOPU/INCH, HATIPOTUB, HAM YZa/0Ch HEMHOI'O MOrOBOPUThL. U
JIvaH, TbI 3Haellb, OH NPUITIACKJ MeHS Ha MPOry/Ky. Thl HY 3a UTO He yrajaellb
Kyza!

Apus 1nocMoTpesna Ha MOJIOLOTO YejloBeKa, W TOT 3aMeTu/, Kak
BOCTOP’KeHHO BCIIbIXHY/IU eé ry1a3a. JIéa Tponysica! He cmoTps Ha eé 3asBiieHus,
nen Tponyscs! st JlnaHa 310 ObLIO Jyullieid HOBOCTBIO.

— CKaxku, yero rajiarhb.

— B Muponuro!

— B Muponuro?! — He nmoBepus1 CBOMM yiiaM JIraH. OT HeOXXUJaHHOCTH OH
Jla>ke OCTaHOBUJICS Y IOBEPHYJ/ICA K Apun. — Thl 3TO Cepbe3H0?

— AbBconmtoTHO! — fIeByIIKa TIPo/Io/iKasia PaJ[OCTHO YIbIOAThCS.

— Hagzieroch, TbI corviacuiack? — rosioC My>KUUHbBI IPOrHYJI.

— Koneuno. Begb mupabl — 310....0X, JIvaH, y MeHsl C/IOB HeT, KakK s XO4y
no0/vKe T03HAKOMUTBCSI C MUPJaMU. Y ero BeJInuecTBa eCTh OTPOMHBIN MUP/,
bappga, oHa npakTruecku Bcerga ¢ HUM. Ho MUpoHus — 3TO ke Hauasio HayaJl.

JIviaH MOJTHOCTBIO paszesisi eé MHeHue.

— Korpa BbI oTripassisietecb B MUpPOHHIO?

— I1oka He 3Hato0, HO lyMaro, CKOPO.

— Pacckaxelllb MHe, KaK BCé npon/iet?

— Koneuno! Xouetcst Tebe cripammBare! O, JIuaH, CMOTPH, II0KO/IaTHHULIA.
YrocTuis MeHs1 TUPOKHBIM?

— Cnacrena 1ol mosi! Tloupem! — JlwaH npemioxun pykKy Apuu, U Ta
TIPOCYHYJIa CBOIO PYKY I0J ero JIOKOTb, U He 3aMeTu/a, KakK Ivia3a MOJIOZOro
yesI0BeKa CTaid OYeHb Cepbe3HbIMU.



CepnesHbiM ObiT1 U Beman. OH B ouepegHOW pa3 BBICAyIIAA [OKIaf
BOEHHOT'0 MUHUCTPA U TSHKEJIO B3J0XHYII.

— CHOBa HMKakKux HOBOCTeM....CTOK/I TOUHO B JIeTy KaHy/, — OH TOBOPHII,
cKopee, 17151 cebsi, uem fi1st cobeceHuKa. — Tpu rofia. .. Tpu Joarux rojga. e e
ThI, Opar?

Asryct JlaBepj, MoJtua, eMy Heuero ObIJI0 CcKa3aThb. [Ipuxo/s 1OK/IaibIBaTh
o mouckax ero BenuuectBa CTOK/Ia, OH WUCIBIThIBAT 0ECTOMOIIHOCTh U
pasapakenue. [loueMy OH, XOpOIIWK KOMaH/Mp U BOE€HAYa/IbHUK /10 CHUX MOp He
MOXXeT OOHApy)KUTb HHM MaJjeMineil 3alefki B TIIOMCKAaX IIPOMABIIero
yvMIeparopa?

— MBI ero o0bsi3aTeibHO HaiiieM, Bailie BeJIMuecTBO!

— § 3Har, ABrycrt, 3Har0, — C HEKOTOPOU [j0JIel 0’KeCTOYeHHOCTH CKas3asl
Benan. He Oyzer >Xe OH TOBOPUTb TIEPBOMY COBETHMKY O TOM, UTO
MMIepaTopCKasi KOpOHa CTajia TIrOTUTh ero? UTo OH rOTOB OTKa3aTbCs OT Heé B
MoJib3y...Koro? Ecmu 6b1 ObLT AOCTOMHBIN KaHAuaat, BenaH, He KoseOssich,
niepefian Opa3qbl TpaB/ieHHs, a CaM B 3TOT e JleHb yexaq B MUpOHUIO. —
Kcratn, MeHs He Oyznet B ctonuile mapy AHel. [IpurnsiapiBail 3a BOPOM U 3a
TeMH, KTO B HEM 00HTaeT.

JlaBepz, KUBHY/IL.

— Pemvnivt OTJOXHYTH?

— MOJXHO ¥ Tak CKas3arhb.

[Ipexxme ueM 3ajarh, CJIeAyIOLIAKA BOIMPOC, BOEHHbIM MHUHUCTP
riokosiebascs:

— Barie BesiiuecTBO, HaM TIPOZIO/KaTh COOUpaTh CBefieHWe 006 Apuu fie
CenuvHr?

— [Ma, cobupaiite, — B ronoce BemaHa mocnbiiancs MeTaul, — HO He
coobijaiiTe MHe Tioka. Koryia st 3aTpe0yto, Tor/ia BCE U CKakeTe.

Apus cobupanach B TyTelllecTBue, npeObiBasi B JieTkoM BoaHeHUU. [Toce
pasroBopa c JluaHOM OHa J0/Jr0 He MOIVIa yCIOKOUThCS. BrepBble eé apyr
BBICTYTIWJI 3a TO, YTOOBI OHA MOTbITA/IaCh HA/IAZUTh JIMUHYIO YKU3Hb, TIPaBUIbHEe
OyzeT cka3aTh, 3aMMeTb e€, M03BO/IUTh cebe TIPUHSTL yXaXKUBAHUSI MY>KUMHBI.

Ot nomobHoM Mbiciu eé Bpocaso TO B »Kap, TO B xoioj. Kak My»KuuHa,



Benan Bapkiaiiz Obu1 oueHb TIpuB/ieKaTesieH. Kpacus, My»keCTBEHEH, ITPeKpPacHO
cnoxxeH. Ho gnsi Apum He 3T0 Obulo miaBHbIM. OHa [JaBHO TIOHSUIa, UTO 3a
BHeIIIHe KpPaCOTOW MOJKeT CKpbIBAThbCSl JIMUMHA OTBSBJIEHHOIO Mep3aBlia, U,
Hao0OOpOT, UesioBeK, He HaJleJIeHHOUM TPUB/IEKATeIbHOM BHEITHOCTbI) MOXKET
o0s1afiaTh I00PLIM OT3LIBUKBLIM CEpALIEM.

C opHoli cTtopoHbl, Beyjan Harvpan Ha Heé, TpeboBan UHTUMHON CBsi3u. C
[PYrOW, OH KaK[bIi pa3 OCTaHaB/IMUBAJCS, He AoIyckass Hacuwus. Ero ciosa o
BMIOO/IEHHOCTH ApUsi He BOCTIPHHSIIA BCEPbE3, a BOT TO, UTO OH TIPEIJIOXKH
Ccbe3auTb B MUPOHMIO, HAILLIO OTK/IMK B €€ cepJLie.

Apus HMYero He xorTesa 3arazpiBaTb. OT IOe3[KU OHA ’KJasja MPUATHOIO
BPEMSITIPOBOXK/IEHYsI U 3HAKOMCTBA C 3araZilouHbIMU XKUBOTHbIMU. He Gosiee. OHa
He ObIa HauBHa, U TTIOHUMaJia, uTo BeJjlaH CHOBa MpeANpUMeT MOMBITKY B3STh eé.
Uro 371€ech, B CTOJIMLIE, UTO TaM, B [J0JIMHE, OH He OCTaBUT €€ B IOKOe.

Tereps eli MpeACTOSIO CZie/iaTh BLIOOD — WM OHU TIPOAIO/DKAKOT C JInaHOoM
TOTOBUTHCSA K OTIVIBITUIO, UJIM OHA NPUHUMaeT yxakuBaHus BejaHa.

O nmnocnemgHeM pa3BUTUM COOBITUM OHAa JAyMmMana BCE wudalle U
yaiie....ITo3Bomut oHa cebe yBneubcsi Bemanom Bapkiaiiziom, MycTUT ero B
CBOIO JKU3Hb, a Jajbliie, YTo Jasblie?

KoMy, KaK He ell 3HaTh, UTO y Heé HeT Oy/yIllero H1 C OJHUM MY>KUMHOM. . ..

OKWMak ero Be/jnMYecTBa TMPUObUT paHbllle, YeM OHHU JIOrOBapHBajMCh.
BeziaH CIpbITHY/ € TIOTHOXKKY U e/iBa Jii He 6erom HampaBWJ/ICS K KalUTKe oMa
Apuu. VmmepaTop fJii TyTellleCTBUs BbIOpan oOfjeXAy, He CTeCHSIOLYHO
NBIDKeHUsT — CBOOOHOTO TIOKPOsi OpIOKM, 3ampaBjieHHble B Carloryd U Teruiyro
py0alliky, HaZleTyt0 Ha roJioe TeJio.

Cryuarb OH He CTasl.

[TooToMy ObUT HeENPUSTHO VAWBAEH, KOrjla B CaZly CTOJKHY/CS C
BbIXOAAIMM MoHTecbe. Mo/0joM 4e/iOBEeK, YBHUJEB HMIIepaTopa, Y4YTHUBO
TIOKJIOHUJICS.

— HoO6peiii fieHb, Ballle BeJTMUeCTBO.

— MoHTecbe! — HacCTpoeHHe pe3KO UCIIOPTUIOCH. [1epBoil MbIC/IbIO ObINO —
KaKoro yepra 3TOT....TOprosel; fesnaetr y Apuu? Hu oguH My)KUMHa He [0/DKeH
repecryrars ropor eé goma! Hu ogun! Tosbko OH. ...

Ha rpaHu pasyMHBIX [JOBOZOB BCIUIbLIA MbIC/Ib, YTO MOHTeChbe SIB/ISeTCS
JKeHUXOM ApuH, ¥ CHOBA BO3HUKJIO JKejlaHUe YHUUTOXUTb MOJIOLOr0 yesoBeka!
PeBHOCTB, UepHas U 1J0BUTAasA, CTPeMUTE/ILHO pacrio/i3/1ack 1o KpoBU BesaHa.



JIvaH 3amMeTwus1, KaK yrposkarole Cy3WIWCh I7la3a UMIIepaTopa, U MOHsI ero
cocTtosiHhe. Apusi He [oroBapuBajia WiIM He OCO3HaBajla CU/Iy BjIeYeHHUsl ero
BeJINUeCTBa K €6 CKPOMHOM MepCcoHe.

— 4 3awén noxesnarb ApUM INPUATHOIO IyTeLIeCTBUs, — KaK HU B UeM He
ObIBajio, TOYHO He 3amMeudasl HACTPOsl WUMIiepaTopa, ckaszan JIuaH. — OHa eré
cobupaetcs. XKentusbl! UM TpygHO OBITH TTYHKTYa/IbHBIMMU!

Beznan Mosua mpojospKan usydarb JIMLO TOprosua. ToT 3aHepBHMYAl M
TIIPOZIO/IKU/I TOBOPHUTS:

— Bbl MeHs mpocTuTe, Baille BeJIMYECTBO, HO si Habepych xpabpocTu u
Torpoiiry Bac 00 0ZJHOM OZIO/KEHUM.

Bezan cxkan 3y0Obl, Ha BUCKax HaJy/IUCh BEHBI.

— I'oBopu.

Y JluaHa 4TO-TO JIPOTHY/0 BHYTpPHU. [la, TaKOW HE OTCTYMUT....ApUU HaJ0
ObITh WM TIPEJieIbHO OCTOPOXKHOM, WJIM, HaKOHel], /jaTb TTyOOKO CIpSTaHHBIM
YyBCTBaM BOJIIO, U TI03BOJIUTh COOBITHSIM Pa3BUBAThCS B TIPABUJILHOM PYCJIe.

— Apusi oueHb Ge33alllUTHA U paHWMA, Baille BesndyecTBOo. OHa MOXeT He
TOKa3blBaTh ~WCTUHHBIX UYyBCTB, 0OSATbCS CHOBa MCHbITaTh 00Mb U
pasouapoBaHue. Celyac OHa OKpbLIeHa TIpeACTosleld Moe3akou...U.. . Bame
Be/IMUeCTBO, s BaC MPOIILY, HeT, YMOJIsito, Oeperure eg.

Y BenaHa okameHesio Teo. UToObl >KeHHUX MPOCU/I COoTiepHUKa 6epeub CBOIO
HeBecTy? Hewmbiciimo! Henoctwkumo! CrioBa MoHTecbe 3Byudanu, Kak
HanyTcTBue!

— Moellb He COMHeBaTbCsl, s1 cOepery eé, — HETPOMKO U OUeHb UETKO,
TIOYTH JKeCTKO, CKasas BejaH, He criyckast IPUCTaJIbHOIO B3IVIsi[ja C COIepHUKA.

— Torma paspeiuTe pack/iaHATbCS, — IO B3IVIAZOM uMIleparopa JIuaHy
ctasio He 110 cebe. ToT peBHOBan U He CKpbIBaa CBOell peBHOCTU! — [IpusTHOTO
nyTeriecTsys!

Benan HUuero He OTBeTHUII.

Korga 3a JIuaHoM 3akpbulach KanuTkKa, BemaH HampaBuics K KpbUIBLYY
Apuu. B ronose rnpoyHo 060CHOBaach OfiHa MbIC/b: JInaH U Apus He )KeHUX U
HeBecta! Torga KTo OHM ApyT Apyry?

OTOT BOIPOC IIPOAO/DKA/A 3aHUMaTb ero, Korja OH OTKpbIBajl /JBepb U
TIPOXOJWJI B [JOM, HO OH TOTYaC BbLJIeTe/ U3 F0JIOBbI CTOUIO eMy yBU/leTb APHIO.
Cearble boru u apyrue xpanurenu! OH Takoro rnogapka He okyzarll. . ..

Apusi cryckanach IO JIeCTHWIle C KOMITAKTHOM CyMKOM, oOsiaueHHasi B
JOPOXKHBIN KOCTIOM. OH CHUjiesT Ha JIeBYIIKe TIPeBOCXO0/[HO, F00Ka 1 TpUTaieHHbIN
nu/Kak. Yl oH ObLT HeXKHO-TIEPCUKOBOTO 11BeTa.

Y BepnaHo 3acocasio 1o/, JIOKeUKoi oT BUa HOBOW Apuu. OH He ommocs.
Ecmu or BYJa [eBYILIKKA B TEMHBIX OZleXKJax B HeM IPOCHINasoCh yKejlaHue, TO



ceiiuac oH ObLT CpaXkeH.

OHa Obl/1a BOCXUTHUTE/bHA.

Apusi, 3aMeTHB pPeaki[1io UMIepaTopa, CMYI[eHHO yIbIOHY/Iach:

— MHe He uzet? [a? — eé 1[eKU MOKPBLI JIETKUKA PyMsiHel], PyKHU HepBHO
CTaJId pasr/ia)kvuBarh HeCyleCTBYOLHe CK/IaJKU.

[Ipexxze ueM OTBETUTh, UMIIEPATOP CIVIOTHYJ/I TTOCTYIUBLINN K TOPJIy KOM U
ripu3Ba cebsi TTIOCTapaThCsl a/IeKBAaTHO pearupoBaTh Ha U3MEHUBILYIOCS ApHUIO.
He yGeraroiiyto OT Hero, He COTPOTHUBJSIIOIIYIOCS....a BOT TaKyl, C JIerKou
yIbIOKOM Ha ryfax.

— Thbl coBeplIaelllb MpeCcTyIUIeHWe, HOCS TeMHble OfeXnabl, Apus, —
XpUIIOTL[a B Trojioce BCE-Takh Bbljasia Bepana. Kakum ke [ Hero
ecTeCTBeHHbIM ceiiyac ObI0 ObI MOAONTM K ApUM, TIOJHSTH €€ Ha PYKU U
BePHYTh B CMaJIbHIO, T7e Obl OH JIF06uUI eé 10 camoro yrtpa!

— MHe...OHU NpYBBIUHEE, — IPU3HAJIACh [IeByIIKa. — Bl He moBepuTe, HO 3a
10C/IefJHUe CeMb JIeT s BIIepBble Ofieia UTO-TO spKoe.

— [loueMy UMEHHO CeMb JieT?

CnyuaitHo 0OpOHeHHOe CJIOBO 3aCTaBW/I0 ApHUIO 3aMepeTh U Mo0JieHeTh.
CrpaHHas peaklys He O0CTajach He 3aMeUeHHOM.

— CeMb J1eT Ha3aj, MHe MPUILIOCH [0B3POC/IeTh, — OTBeTU/Ia Apus, XKejas
TIOCKOpee 3aKOHUUTh TeMY, KOTopasi Obljia Mo/, 3aripeToM.

N BepnaH nioHsan eé. He cran HacTtauBath. BCEé paBHO OHa MpaBay He CKaXKerT,
CHOBa YBWIbHET OT OTBeTa, 3aMKHeTcCs B cebe. Bosee Toro, mepefymaeT U He
roezieT ¢ HUM B MUpOHUIO.

A 3TOro umreparopa JOIMyCTUTb He MOT.

— Pano. Tebe ceifuac OK0J10 IBa/LIATHA?

Apus KUBHYJIA.

— Br1 yraganu.

— Y wMeHs HaMmeTaHHbId T/a3. Korja mbl ¢ OparoM BOLIIM B TIOPY
IOHOIIIeCTBA, TO MEeXKJy HaMU CYyL[eCTBOBaJO ILIyT/JMBOE COPeBHOBaHUE — MbI
oripeie/isiyii BO3pacT MUJIBIX JlaM, — IPU BOCTIOMUHAHUM O ObLIBIX 3a0aBax JIUI[O
Benana paccnabunochk. — CHadana Bcerja BeiirpbiBan Ctokna. Co BpeMeHeM
noATsiHyscss U . [lpaBpa, cyljecTBoBasa OfHAa 3arBO3JKa, IIPU KOTOPOH
TIPOUTPBIBA/IM Mbl 00a — OUeHb YacCTO JlaMbl JIyKaBUIU U CKPbIBAJIU WCTUHHbBIN
BO3pacT.

— JTO B AiyXe >KeHIIUH. MHorue 00STCsI CTapeTh, UM KaXKeTCsl, UTO eC/Id UX
KoXKa Oy/ieT MeHee M0J10/10M 1 Genecoii OHU TepecTaHyT MPUB/eKaTb MY>KUKH.

— ThI TOXKe Tak cunTaelllb, Apus?

Bezan He cMoOr yzepskatbCsl OT BOIIPOCA, XOPOLLIO ellé, He CKa3asl, YTo [Jis
Hero Apus Bcerna OyzeT rpuB/iekaTesibHa U skenaHHa. Ctout oOy3zarb CBOM



TIOPBIBBI.

— Bame BesiuecTBO....MHe M CelMyac-TO He HY)KHO BHHMAaHUe MY)KUWH, —
BUAUMO, Apusi pacciabuiach, MOTOMY UTO BTOPOW pa3 CKa3aja O TOM, O 4UeM
JO/DKHA Oblsla MOJTYATh.

— B 3TOM I/1aHe Thbl 3aMEeTHO OT/IMYaellibCsl OT APYTUX JKeHIUH.

Apus Tio)Kasa IjieuamMu, CTapasiCh Ka3aTbCst 6e33a00THOIA.

— Bcé moxet 6bITh...Ho Kaxkzasi U3 Hac BbibMpaeT CBOU myTh. 1 roToBa K
IyTelleCTBUIO, Ballle BeJIMyeCTBO.

Apus OKOHYATe/IbHO CIyCTU/IACh C JIeCTHULIBI U TIOZ0LILIAa K uMIieparopy. 1
CHOBa eMy TIpPUILTIOCh TIPeo/ioyieBaTh CO0/a3H XOTsl Obl CKaTh €€ B OOBATUSIX.

Hwuuero, y HUX BOepeau gopora.....

— JTO XOpOoMIO...., — OH Ha MrHOBeHHe 3a/t000Bascsi KpacoTo Apuu u
OTMETW/, UTO IePCUKOBBIM 1[BeT BBITOJHO MOAUYEPKHYTh PO30BAaTbld OTTEHOK
KOXKU JIeBYLLIKU. — Pa3pelli MHe B3ITb TBOU CakBOsDK. Heroxke tackath TSKeCTH,
KOTJja PSAZ0M HaXO4UTCS MY>KUMHa.

Apusi XxoTesa BO3pasvTh U CKas3aTb, UTO B JOPOXKHOM CyMKe Bellled pa3-/Ba
u obuesicsi, U OHa BOBCe He TsDKejas, HO B TOC/IeIHUN MOMEHT Tiepejiymaria.
HeoxumanHo pyisi cebss oOHa OTMeTWIa, 4YTO €W CTAHOBUTCS TIPUSTHA
HeoOpeMeHUTe/IbHast 3a00Ta UMIIepaTopa o Heil.

OHa npoTsiHy/a CakBOsDK, U Befjan mocrermn 3abpath ero.

— Kaperta oxugaet Hac. [lovigem?

HeoxupanHo Apum crasio ctpamiHo. He coBepiuaet /i 0OHa HenmornpaBUMOM
olMbKM, CoraIiasich Ha 1oe3Ky B MUpOHUIO?

— Bamre BesnnuecTBO, Hac OyAyT COTMPOBOXK/ATb? — He CABUHYBIIUCH C
MecCTa, CIIpoCusia OHa.

3amyHKa Apuu He noHpaBuiack Beznany. Uto cHOBa He Tak?!

— Jla, c Hamu noefieT oxpaHa. VI ¢ Hamu Oyznet Bapja.

— 51 He 06 3TOM. ...

— Apusi, uto Tebst TpeBoXXUT? CKaXKu, U s TIOCTaparCh UCTIPABUTb.

KpoBb mnpusbHy/a K IiekaM ApUM, U OHU BCIIBIXHY/IM OTHEM. boru, na
1I0YeMy OHa CerofHs CTOJIb OCTPO pearvpyeT Ha umrneparopa? OHU KacaavcCh
Kyfa Oosiee UHTUMHBIX TeM, U HUYEro, OHa YMYZAPsiach BBIXOAUTb CyXOW HX
BoAbl. A TyT!...UTO HM CJIOBO — KpacCHeeT, UTO HMU [E€NCTBUe — OIATb-TaKu
KpacHeerT!

MoskeT ObITh, y He€ HauMHAIOTCS >KeHckue AHU? Apus Obiia Obl pafia
MeCsTYHbIM, TOTZIa Obl UMIIEpaToOp He CTajl HaCTauBaTb HA UHTUMHOM CBSI3U.

Ox....

YTo ThI TBOpHULLL, ApUs?

— Bbl u 4...., — OHa 3amHy/sach, HO cobpanach C JAyXOM U CMeJo



TIpoZio/DKUIIA: — Mbl OyZieM BIBOEM HaXOAMUThCS B KapeTe?

Cripocusna, ¥ cpa3y 3aMeTu/la, Kak ryoel BegaHa ckanmucb B TOHKYHO
JIVMHUIO.

— 1a, — ero oTBeT MpO3ByYyasl YeTKO U KeCTKO. C TaKUM He MOCropuilb. Bot
Tebe ¥ MoCTapatoCh UCTIPaBUTh. ...

[To 6onbiiioMy cueTy, Apusi APYroro U He OXuzana. Beiio 6kl HaUBHO
HaZlesITbCs, UTO UMITePaTop TMPUIIACUT Jjis APUM KOMITAHbOHKY. DTO ObLIO ObI
CJIUILLKOM ....[IPABUWIBbHO [/I1 UX OTHOLLIEHUH.

— IloHaTHO, — Apus He 3aMeTH/1a, KaK B €€ rosioce Mpo3Bydyaau IpPyCTHbIe
HOTKH, a 10 Ly rpobexkana TeHb.

Benad, HEIIPU/IMYHO BBIPYTraBLIUCh, [TOPBIBUCTO LIATHYI K JIeBYILIKe U B3I
eé 3a pyky. OH XOoTen 3arisiHyTb €l B IVia3a, HO Ta, CTYLUeBaBIIMCb, UyThb
OIlyCTH/Ia TOJIOBY.

— Apwus, IOCMOTPYA Ha MeHsl, — MOMNPOCU/ OH, U KOIZa ero OC/IyLIaJIuCh,
nobaBun 6onee BnactHO: — Apusil.... [laBaii cpa3y BBISICHUM, UTO W Kak OyzeT
TIPOUCXOJUTh BO BpeMs Halllel MOe3/KU.

OTOT BONPOC HeMaso 3aHUMaj ApHUI0, U OHa MoAHsuIa rosioBy. M cpasy
riokasiesia, TIOTOMY UTO He roToBa Oblla HAaTONKHYTHCS Ha BCETOTJIONIAOIUN
OrOHb, MbUIAIIIUM B I71a3aX MY>KUMHBI.

— Thl 3Haelb, utTo g A0 O6e3ymus, A0 6o B upeciax xouy Tebs. TBoero
Tesia. He cmeli GrieiHeTh, TIyraTbCsl U TiepeAyMbIBaTh OTIIPAB/IATLCS CO MHOU B
Muponuto! [la, st Tebst xouy U He cKpbiBato 3Toro! Crout Tebe JOTPOHYTHCS [0
MeHS..., — TYT OH 000pBa/ CBOKO peub, HO pe3ko, ObICTPO Tipoao/KuI: -Her,
Jydllle He JOTparuBaucs 4o MeHs, g He ycTtoro! Terneps fasbliie ...0 ueM g XOTesl
cka3ath! S mpurnacun tebs He A TOro, uToOBI HacuioOBaTh! MHe BaXkHa Thl
cama. He 3Hato, uTo CO MHOM TPOMCXOJUT, HO 51 XOuy, YTOObI Thl ObLa psiioM!
[Tpocto psimom! Xouy BujieTh TBOU I71a3a, TBOK Y/LIOKY, Xouy JH0O0BaThbCS
TBOUM JsmLioM! ....IlooTOoMy..., -Benan mepesen apixaHue. — [lostomy g faro
Tebe C/I0BO, UTO 51 He BO3bMY TeOsi Hacu/ibHO, Apusi. He craHy MpUHY»KJaThb K
coututo. Ho 1jenoBats Oypy. [1peayrnpexxjato yecTHO.

Apusa 3aMoprajza pecHULIAMU, He 3Has, UTO OTBeTUTb. Peub umrieparopa
BBesia eé B Hekud cTyrnop. OH fan OTBeTbl Ha UHTEpecyrolue BOMPOCHI, HO
3ayeM CHOBa I'OBOPUTH MPO TO, YTO OHA UHTepeCcHa eMy cama...

3auem.....

Y meBYIIKY 3all[eMuIo cepAie, AporHyso. Eciu 6b1 eé mporiioe ObLI0 Uy Th
mnipoirie, kKak Obl ObLIO BCE 3amMeuaTesibHO! Ho miporiioe Ha TO U MpOIIIOe, YTO
€ro HeBO3MOYKHO VM3MEeHUTh, [TIOBEPHYTh BCIIATh.

[TosTOMYy....

— Baiie BenmuuecTBo, ToiiieMTe y)Ke, — BBITONKHY/Ma u3 cebsi Apusi. Ei



ceiiuac ObIIO CJIOKHO pacCy»/1aTh 37paBO, MbIC/IU MyTaUCh, B TAKOM COCTOSTHUU
7ierko ObLI0 CKa3aTh WK C/ie/iaTb HeuUTo, O UeM OHa MOTOM OyZieT XaJleTh.

Benany xorenochk ycibliate gpyroe. OH BTOpPOW pa3 IIbITalCs CKasaTb
Apuy 0 CBOMX UyBCTBAaX, Y KaK/bli pa3 OHa yXOAu/a OT OTBeTa.

HacrauBats OH He cTasi. [la ¥ Ha yeM HaCTauBaTb-TO?

— 4 rosopun, uro gopora 40 MUpOHMM 3aliMeT Mapy JHeW? — OH TOXe
peLLn/ CMeHUTh TeMY.

— Her.

OHu BbILLIM U3 AoMa. Y Kpbulblia passneriack bappa. OHa TepriesiMBo
OKHZjajia BbIX0[la X031HAa, U KaK TOJIBKO 3aBHzesa BeraHa, BCKOUM/ia Ha HOI'M U
3aBU/IsIa  XBOCTOM. BegaH, yiabIOHY/CS, YW, He yep)KaBIIUCh, TMOTperan
JKUBOTHOE I10 T'0JI0Be.

— IIpenanHee cyijecTsa s He 3HarO, — 3aMeTHJ/T OH, U ero rojIoC CMATYUIICH.

Apus ynbibHysach B OTBET U MOCMOTpesa Ha MupZa. TOT, mpojosmkas
BU/ISITH XBOCTOM, TIOBEpHY/ MopAly B eé cTopoHy. Ero Gosbliive cepble TJia3a
3a/lep>KaiMCh Ha JivLe [eBYLIKW, U Ha KpaTKOe MIHOBEHHE el M0Ka3anoCh, UTo
OHU TIPOHUKAKOT BHYTPb HeEé, 3arisgAbIBaloT B Aylly. 110 Koke [JeByIIKU MOIILIA
MYypalllK{, U OHa He 3aMeTWa, Kak cJesana 1ar Has3az. UTo 3a HaBaXKeHue....

BejaH 3aMeTW/1 peakLUIO JeBYIIKU U MOCIeLIN/T OTB/IeYb eé.

— [a, uTo-TO MBI 3ajepXkaaucb C oTbe3foM. Hukak 70 KapeTbl He
nobepemcs.

— Bamma nipasza.

— Tbi He Oyzerib 3anupaTb JoM?

OHu BBILLUIA Ha Y/IUL]Y, U HAIPABU/IMCh K KapeTe.

— Her. Tloka MeHsi He Oyzmet, TyT mTokuBeT JIluaH. OH CKOpO [10/DKeH
BEpPHYThCH.

Cnoga JIuaH! ....

Y BepaHa, OT BHOBb HaX/IbIHYBILIEM PEBHOCTH, 3aCTyuyajo B yLIaX, XUJIKU
Ha BHCKaX HalpAIUCH, a YeJTFOCTH CKaIUCh.

— Apwusi, CKaXky, a KaK OTpearupoBajl TBOM >K€HUX, KOr/a y3Hasl, YTO Thl C
JPYTUM MY>KUMHOU OTIIPABJISEIILCS B TTyTellleCTBUe, I7ie Bbl OyneTe oueHb 4acTo
0CTaBaTbCs HaeuHe?

Apusi XOoTejla COBpaTh, TMpUAyMaTb UTO-HUOyAb 3Takoe, HO T[IOTOM
riepeyMana. B KoHile KOHIIOB, MOXXeT OHa XOTsl Obl M3pe/ika TOBOPUTh TIPaBAy?

— HopmasnibHO oTpearvpoBaii, — OHa He CTaJla BAaBaThCs B IOAPOOHOCTH.

OtBeT He yjo0B/ieTBOpUI BejaHa.

— Apus, Tbl yTBep)K/aelllb, YTO OH TBOM >XeHUX..., — OH CJeJia/l aKLleHT Ha
rocsiefiHeM cioBe. — Tebe He Ka)KeTCsl, UTO TIPUILI/IA TIOPa TIPU3HATLCS, UTO Bbl He
TIOMOJIBJIEHbI?



I'1aBa 11

Otpuuate 0UeBHMIHOTO ApUs He CTaa.

— Ec/m BeI 3HaeTe 1ipaBay, 3aueM CripalliniBaeTe MeHs? — [eBYIlKa BCKUHY/Ia
roJIOBy UM CMeJI0 BCTpeTu/iaCh B3IVISIAOM C TIyia3aMu Bepmana. I Hemmpou3BOIBHO
B3/lporHysia. Ero miaza HanmoMuHamd AUKUK OMYT. UepHbIM U 3aTIrUBarOIUU.
Tak cMOTpAT Te, KTO ’XeslaeT MPOHUKHYTb B camyro ayuly. I Apus HeBOJIbHO
cpaBHWIa B3/ Benana ¢ B3misigoM mupga. bory, a 3T0 npakTUyeCckKu OAUH U
TOT >Ke B3IVIsif!

[Topa3MBbILLIATE HAJl TOPa3UBIIUM €€ OTKPbITUEM He T103BOJIAJI UMIIepaTop.
OH 1puO/IU3U/ICS MPAaKTUUeCKH BIVIOTHYIO K ApHH, €r0 He CMYTW/IO TO, UTO OHU
HaXO/ATCSI Ha Y/IULE, U KKAbIUA TPOXOXKUM MOKeT UX yBUAETb. OH BBIZOXHYII
JleByILIKe B JIMLIO:

— §1 Xouy ycnbIaTh OT Tebsl.

bimn3ocTe nmriepatopa cmyTria ApUr0 CAJIbHee, ueM OHa OXKyjasa.

— MbI He TIOMOJIB/IeHBI C JIMaHOM.

BepnaHa 3aTpsic/io OT MpOCThIX c/ioB Apun. HeT, oH ObI7T yBepeH, UTO OHU He
JKEHUX U HeBeCcTa, C/JMIIKOM CBOOOAHBI  OTHOIIEHHS, CJIUIIKOM He
TIpUTSI3aTe/IbHbl 00bATUS (00 OOBATHSIX OH MOT CITOKOMHO pacCy’KZaTb JIMIIb
1oc/e KyTaHus B XOJIOAHBIX o03epax). Ho c ero Apued TOCTOSHHO ObI
My>kurHa! U 3Toro 6bLI0 oCTaTouHO, UYTOOBI HYTPO BenaHa BbIBOpauMBaioCh
Hau3HaHKY.

OH c TpyaoM cepxkan yiablbky pagoctu. Hago 6mroctu nuio! B koHije
KOHIIOB, €ro C JeTCTBa YUWIN CAepP>XaHHOCTH, MpaB/a, YUYEeHUKOM ObLT OTHIO/b
He TIPUJIe)KHBIM.

My>XurvHa pacraxHy/a [ABeplly HWMIIepaTOPCKOM KapeTbl M MOMOr Apumn
B30MTH 10 HeOOJILIION JiecTHULIe. BHYTpH KapeThl, KakK U CJ/IeZIOBA/I0 OXKU/ATh,
ObLIM TIPUTOTOBJIEHBI BCe yA00CTBa [1si JAajibHero TyTteiiectBus. OOuThbIe
GapxaTtoMm ynoOHbIe Kpec/ja-CHZIEeHbs, [OPOXKHAsl TeuKa Ha Cayuall Herorofpl,
CTOJIVK [IJIS1 KYLLIaHbSI.

Ecim Apus fymasa, 4To pacCrpoChl 3aKOHUM/IHMCh, OHa CUJIbHO OIbasiach.
Kak TO/IBKO OHM pacrioIOKWIMCh ApYr TpPOTHUB JApyra, u Began otaan
pacriopsbKeHue Tporarhb, OH 3a/ajl C/eyHOIIUU BOTIPOC:

— Apus, Torja i 4Yero Bbl BCEM FOBOPUTE, UTO [TOMOJIB/IEHbI?

OH, He OTpBIBAsICh, CIAEIW/ 3a JIMIIOM JIEBYIIKH, 0O0SICh YIYCTUTb Ba)KHBIE
MOMEHTHI.

Apusi CHOBa pelln/ia OTBETUTb OTKPOBEHHO:



— BCé oueHb MpoCTO, Ballle BeM4yeCcTBO. S He Xouy IpHB/IeKaTb BHUMaHUe
MY>KUMH, — OHa He 3aMeTu/a, Kak IJIeYd UmIieparopa [JpPOTHY/IU, — He XOuy,
yTOObI 32 MHOM YyXa)KWBajiu, JapWiu MO/apKu, /efajd KOMIUIUMEHTh.. B Mou
)KU3HEHHbIe TUIaHbl He BXOAWUT 3aMYyXXeCTBO C KeM Jjubo. §1 Bbibpana myThb
OZIMHOUECTBA, U MOKa MEHSITh ero He COOUparoCh.

BenaH OTKHMHYJICS Ha CIIMHKY U 3alyMUYMBO HAXMYPUJICS.

— TbI roBOpUILIL CTPaHHBIE BeILU, MasbIlKa. Bce geByILKM XOTAT 3aMyxK.

— 51 He Xouy, — yrIpsAMO 3amMeTu1a OHa.

— W Jlman cornacuncs Ha (UKTMBHYIO TIOMOMBKY C ToOou? [lymast
noZilo6HbIM 06pa30M OTOTHATH OT TeOsl Mpe/iro/iaraeMbIX KeHUX0B?

— 1a, — IpOCTO OTBETKH/Ia OHaA.

BeziaH He 3HaJj, UTO €My Jle/flaTh — 3aK/IFOUUTh €€ B CTPaCTHbIe OOBATHS WITH,
OCTAHOBUB KapeTy, OT/aThb pacropsbkeHWe, mocjaTth JIuaHy B OsarosapHoOCTb
JIy4lllero BWHA 3a TO, UTO OH CcoxXpaHw1 Apuro g Hero. Ero ceppue pagoCcTHO
3abu10Ch. 3HAUUT, He BCE TakK TJI0X0, KaK eMy /[yMasioCh.

1 oH coBceM He oOpaTW/ BHUMaHWs Ha C/IoBa ApUM O TOM, UYTO OHa He
CTPEeMUTCSI HalTu cebe BO3/TH00/IEHHOTO. . ..

— Ho kakoi1 npok emy B 3TOM IIPUTBOPCTBE?

Apud no)kasa rjieyamu.

— JT0 ero peleHue. U ero TaiiHa.

[TocnenHee TipefiioXKeHre OBLIO CKa3aHO TaKUM TOHOM, UTO BeziaH moHsit —
BOTIPOCHI 3a/laTh B 3TOM Harpab/ieHUM Oecriosie3Ho, Apust HUIUero He ckaxxeT. OH
OLIeHU/T U TY KPOXY OTKPOBEHHOCTH, KOTOPYIO OHa TM03Bo/IM/Ia cebe ceroHsi.

— Kak ckaxeib. MoxeT ObITb, Apus, Tbl Xouelllb BuUHA? PpPyKTOB?
[ecepra? — OH pelIudJ CMEHUTb TeMy pasroBopa, U 3aMeTwl, 4To Apus
B3/]OXHY/IA C 0b/ierueHuem.

— Ecnu HeMHOTO (OpPYKTOB....

— ...M BUHA, — C JIYKaBOM y/bIOKOM 3aKOHUM/I 3a Heé BenaH.

Apusi OLIeHW/1a ero yJIOBKY.

— Baiuie BesimyecTBo, s OCMeI0Ch BaC pa30yapoBaTh, B COCTOSIHUU JIETKOT'O
OTIbsIHEHHSI s He CTaHOBJIIOCh OoJiee pa3roBOPUMBOM WJ/IH.., — OHA 3aIiHY/ach, HO,
HabpaB 1obosibllie BO3/AyXa B TPYy/b, CMeJO TPOAO/DKUIIA:-. ..JIeTKOAOCTYITHOM.
HariporuB, g cpa3y HauMHar0 XOTeThb CaTh.

— Y MeHsi HeT BO3pa)keHus TIPOTUB TOTO, UYTOOBI Thl OTAOXHY/IA, MOCTaa.

Apusa pelmia He CIIOPUTH C ero BeJIMUYeCcTBOM, U IOC/Ae TOro, Kak OH
YIOCTWJI €€ LIepBeMCKUM BHUHOM [leCSITHU/IeTHEN BbI€pPXKKH, OHA, He CTeCHSSICh,
3acHy1a.

BenaH ke, [0CTaB M3 TOJICTOU yBECUCTOM MarkH, JOKYMEHTBbI C OTYeTaMHu
MUHUCTPOB, CTasl Oeryio ux mpocMaTpuBaTh. MiMriepatopckue fiesia He OTITyCKaiu



ero Jlaxke BO BpeMs Iy TelleCTBUS, I0JT eCTh JJOJIT, 00513aHHOCTH C HETO HUKTO He
cHuMas1. Ho BCckope OH TOHSUI, UTO BCE MyCTOe, OH UuTaa OymMard U He MOT Ha
HUX COCPEeJJIOTOUMTHCSI, CYTh YCKOJIb3a/ia OT HEro.

Psiiom Oblyla Apusi, OCTaJIbHOE TaKKe MyCTSAKH. . ..

Ero B3misifi TO W 7IeI0 OCTAHAB/IMBA/ICI Ha 0e3MATEXXHOM JIUIIE CIISIIIeH
neByIiky. Korja oHa crana, To BbIisiiena 0cobo 6e33aImMTHoN U paHuMoi. OH
C TPYZIOM C/iep>KHBaJI MOPLIB ITEPeCeCTb Ha eé CTOPOHY U TO/CTaBUTh TIJIeUO JIIsI
TOrO0, UTOOBI ek ObI10 6osee yno0O0HO. MasieHbKast Mo/ yIeuKa, o/ I0KeHHAs TI07
eé TOJIOBY, TO U JIefI0 CIoJI3aia, U OH KaXK/bIi pa3 CIIeIuI MOINpaBUTh eé. 3aboTta
06 Apun, 00 eé Ge3MITe)KHOM CHe Oblia Ji7Is1 Hero oueHb eCTeCTBeHHa.

Ho kKak OH He cTapacs, SJOBUTHIA UepBb IPOJO/DKAA TPHI3Th AVIIY...
Apuu pe Ce/lMHI He CyL[eCTBOBajJi0 B mpupofe.... HanpotuB Hero cnasna
JIeBYIIIKa, KOTOpasi CTapaTe/IbHO CKpbIBasa MpoIiioe. ... IToka Began Obl1 roToB
JIOBO/IbCTBOBAThCS TEMU KPOXaMH, UTO 3HaJI O Hel, a uTo OyzieT 1moToM?

Korza cremHeslo, OHM OCTaHOBW/IMCh B 3arOpPOAHOM  pe3nJeHLUU
BapknaiiioB. Benan mobun 3To momectbe. PacriosiokeHHOe Bpasieke OT
UMIiepyud, OHO ObLI0 HeGOJBIIMM U OuYeHb YIOTHBIM. [loka He mpoman CToki,
Benan npoxuBan WMeHHO 37ecb. OKpY)KeHHbIM JIeCHbIMA MacCHMBaMH U
HeCKOJIbKUMU 03€epLiaMU, OH JapW/l IIOKOU U YeJUHeHue.

— IIpekpacHoe romecTbe, Ballle BeJIMYeCTBO, — CKasana Apus, OCMarpuBas
MeCTHOCTb.

— MHe TOXe HpaBUTCH.

OHHU He yCrie/iv BBIMTH U3 KapeThl, KaK BOKPYT HUX Y>Ke 3aCyeTU/IUCh CIYTH.
Apuu ctano He 1o cebe. OHa BAPYr BCIIOMHW/IA APYTYI0 HOUb U JIPYTYHO
3aropoJHyl0 pe3ujeHuri0. Korzja eé, emé He okperilyto mnocie 6ose3Hu
JOCTaBWIM K HEM3BEeCTHOMY TOCIO/IMHY, 0OBUHUBILIEMY eé B BOPOBCTBe...bory,
Kak fJaBHO 3T0 Obwio! BeuHocts Hazaj! Crosnbko coOBITUM C TeX TIOp
TIPOU30ILIO, CKOJIBKO I1epeMeH IpeiBUSUTCS. ..

Cepaue ApuM yualleHHO OW/IOCh, KOT[la OHa OCTOPOXKHO CTyraja Ha
yepHbIi Mpamop BecTuOrosisi. OHa corjacuiach OCTAHOBUTHCS Ha HOUb B
rnomectbe BapkiaiioB, XOTS W MOIVIA HacCTOATb Ha TMPOAO/DKEHUH TMOe3JKHU.
[lpyurHa Obla mpocTa — OHa Oosibllle He MOITIA OCTaBaTbCsl HaedHE C
umreparopoM. Tem Gosiee, HOUBIO. . ..

Hert, oH fjepka/ C/I0BO U He HaBsi3bIBajl JlaCKW. Ben HeoOpeMeHUTeTbHYIO
Oecezly, B OCHOBHOM, pacckasbiBaj TPO Te MeCTa, KOTOpble OHHU IpOe3jKasu.



['oBopusn o mnyctskax. Crapasicst Ka3arbcs 6e33a00THBIM, U eMy 3TO y[aBasoCh.
Apusi mofipITpPbIBajla MY U TOXKe TIofiiep KuBasa becery HU 0 UeM.

C HacTyruieHHeM CyMepeK BCé M3MeHU0Ch. Befiad cTan 6osee cepbe3HbIM,
ero TyObl mnepectasii 06e33a00THO y/abIOATBCS U TOTZAA OH  TIPEIJIOXKHII
repeHoueBaTb B TIOMeCThe BapkiaioB, COOOIIMB, UTO OHM CIIeI[haTbHO
TIOCTPOWJTH €T0 C TeEM yUeTOM, UTOOBI OH OT CTOJTUI[LI OBIT B [IHE €3/Ibl.

Apus coracuiack. B momecTbe MMeNoCh He MeHee JieCsTKa CriajieH, U OHa
MOCTapaeTCs 3aTepsAThCS CPey HUX.

BezaH, oTaB pacrnopsibkeHue 06 y)KuHe, TIOJOIIEN K /IeBYIIKe U B3sil e€ 3a
DYKY.

— Apus, Tebe He 0 UeM TPEBOXKUTLCSI, — OH TIOCTAPaJICs TOBOPUTH TIOMSTUE,
OT €ro MPUCTAJbHOrO B3IVIsi/la HE YKPbLIaCh HarpsyKeHHasi CIMHA JEeBYIIKA U
B3IVIsi/l, OMYIL[eHHBIM B To/M. — $I He HAaCWIbHUK, W He cobuparoch Ha Tebs
HabpackIBaThCS.

Ero 3azesio, 4to AeByIlKa He AoBepsieT ero coBy. OHa HAUero He CKasasa,
HO eé HaCTOPO)KeHHOe TIOBe/IeHre TOBOPHJIO CaMo 3a cebsl.

— Bailie BesiuecTBo....

— IMocnymaii, — BeiaH, HAXMYpHUBILCh, TIepebus eé. — 1 y>ke TOBOpHII, UTO
CTa/l UMIIepaToOpPOM I10 BoJie CyAbObI. I K 3TOMY He CTPeMUJICS U..., — TYT OH CaM
3arHy/ICsl, U Jjaziee TIPOJO/DKUI ObICTpee, ueM TOBOpW/ oObIuHee: — §1 xouy,
yTOOBI ThI Ha3bIBajla MEHs 110 UMeHU. BezaH, a He Ballle BeJIMYeCTBO.

Ot yauBneHust y ApuM pacraxHy/IWCh I7la3a, U OHa BCKUHYJA TOMOBY. 3psl.
[Toromy uTO TemHbIe I7Ia3a UMIIepaTopa TpeboBaTelbHO CMOTpenu Ha Heé. Ero
CKJIOHEHHOE JTULI0 HaBUCJ/I0 HaJ| JIUL[OM JEeBYIIKH. ...

Y Apuwm 3anepmmio B ropJje, U OHa HETPOMKO MpoOKauuisijiack. BenaH mo-
Tpe)KHeMY He OTIYCKaJl eé PyKy Y KJajl OTBeTa.

— Bailie BesiuecTBo...

— Bepgan, Apus, BepaH.

BezaH caiepykan CoBo.

Apusi coOMHeBasach /10 TIOC/IeZIHEro, HO TIOC/ie Y>KWHA OH TIPOBOJUI €€ 10
CraJibHY, TIOXKeJiaa CIIOKOWHOM HOYM U OBICTPBHIM 1IaroMm yzanusics. JleByllka
TIOCTIEITHO HBIPDHY/Ia B KOMHATy U TUIOTHO 3aKpbiia 3a coboii aBepb. Heyxxenu
ero BeJIMUeCTBO He TIpeJNpUMeT OdYepeIHyI0 TMIOMBITKY B3sTh e8? U el
TI0Ka3a10Ch WX OH Ha CaMOM /iejie CUJIbHO TOPOTTWIICS, KOT/ja OCTaBJIsiI eé?

TouHo Oosiics, YTO MepefiyMaer. . ..



Y Apum 0T BBIIUTOIO 3a [leHb BUHA CJlerka Kpy’KuWiach rojioBa. Bcé-taku
cTouno ObITb HEMHOTO ToczepkaHHee. OHa ToOfOIIa K OKHY W pacraxHy/a
ctaBHU. CBe)XW HOYHOU BO3YX TIPOHUK B KOMHATY, Y JbILLIATH CTaJIO Jierye.

bory, uto xe nmpoucxogur.... UYTo poucxour. ...

Kak He 6aHa/bHO 3TO TIPO3BYYMT, HO eC/i Obl ApUUM Mecsl] Ha3aj, CcKasasu,
YTO OHa /I00POBOMLHO COTJIACUTCSI Ha TecHoe 0OIeHWe C JHObIM MY>XXUMHOM,
KpoMe JIvaHa, oHa Obl CHUCXOIUTENbHO Y/IbIOHYMachk U nogymana: «Hy-Hy...He
ObIBaTh 3TOMY HUKOT/Ia». Celiuac >xe 0OHa 0011]aeTcsi He MPOCTO C MY>KUMHOM, OHa
o0I111aeTCst C UMIepaTopOM.

Bonee TOro, HaXOAUTCSA B €ro 3arOPOJHOMN pe3r/ieHLIUH.

Apusd yriepnach J1aZJOHIMUA B TTIOZOKOHHUK. HU 0 ueM cepbe3HOM JymMaTb He
XO0Tesl0Chb. Pa3 OHa comiacwiack Ha aBaHTIOPY, Tellepb Heuero OIVIsA[bIBaThCs
Ha3az. Uro Oyzer, To Oyzer.

HeTt, oHa He >kefaeT ObITh W3HACUIOBAHHOUM €ro BeJIMYECTBOM, OHa IO-
IIpe)KHEeMY [I0CTapaeTcss COXPaHWUTh [AUCTAHLUIO Mexay Humu. Huuero He
WM3MEHHU/IOCh C TOI'O Beyepa, KOorjia OH MPOHUK B eé CIIa/IbHIO. . ..

Ho ero npezjioxkeHre Ha3bIBaTh €ro o UMeHH. . ..

UTO-TO APOrHYJIO B Ayllie ApPUU.

UTO0-TO BCTperneHysiocCk.

UTo-TO, O UeM OHa IIpeArou/ia HU JyMarb, HU BCIIOMUHAT. . ..

Hapexna.

I'nynas neBuubs HaZleXKja Ha IpU3payHoe cyacThe.

KoToporo y Heé HUKOTZIa He Oy7ierT.

Apusi TpoBeJia PyKOH TI0 JIKIY, TIPOTOHSIst HaBaxK/jeHusi. He crieyet OoJibiiie
MUTh B KOMITAHWY MMIIepaTopa, Yei B3IJisi/i 00)KUrasa v 3acTaBJyisii IyMaTh O TOM,
0 YyeM OHa He CMesia.

JeBylika oOTOIl/Ia OT OKHAa Y HarpaBwiack K Kposatu. M3 eé rpygu
BbIPBAJ/ICS TeYasibHbIM B3/]0X, a Ha I71a3aX HaBepHYJ/INUCh CJIE3BI.

JIuaH oim6csi. OHa He MOXKeT T03BOUTL cebe OoJibIIerO. . ...

YTpoM uMIiepaTtop BbITVIsSIeNT OTAOXHYBIIMM M OoApbiM. Tak Ka3anoch
BCeM, KTO ero Buzen. Ha camom >xe fene, BejaH cman ypbIBKamMu, Ha Hero
HaKaTbIBaj/l COH, OH TPOBA/IMBAJICSI B CMyTHbIe CHOBH/IEHHS, HO OueHb ObICTPO
nipockinasncsi. Ha gyiiie 661710 TPEBOXKHO.

B KoHeuHOM UTOre, OH He BbIJlep>Ka/l U OTIPaBU/ICS B (PeXTOBAJIbHBIN 3asl,
rae v npoObl1 10 paccBeta. YToOBI BHIMVISZETh OOAPHIM TIPUIIIOCH TOTIABATh B



XOJIOIHOM BOJIE.

Mpbicib 0 TOM, yTO ApHsS HaXOJUTCS B €ro JJoMe, U OH He MPUKACaeTCs K
Hel, cBoauaa ¢ yMa. Hukorja HMKOro OH He XOTen CTO/b CHJIbHO, OT OAHOM
MBIC/IA O Hel uieH 3pervpoBan U TpeboBan eé 1ioTh. BemaHy NpUXOAuWIOCh
00y3/bIBaTh Cebsl, BbI3bIBasi B MaMATU 00pa3 Apuu, Haxo/sIelcs efiBa Ik He B
110/ly6e3yMHOM COCTOSIHMM OT TOTO, UTO OH CcOoOMpascs B3ATb €€ TaM, B TEMHOM
Kopuziope eé gjoMma.

BocriomuHaHue He [J00aBW/IO XOpoIllero HacTpoeHusi BegaHy, U OH
HampaBW/ICS K KoMHaTe Apuu. Uem ObicTpee OHM OTIIPaBATCS B IyTh, Te€M
nyuiiie. B MupoHun eMy CTaHeT Jierye...TaM U AbIIIUTCS UHAUe. ...

ViMniepaTop KOPOTKO MOCTYyYaJl, U, He IOXKUasiCh OTBETA, BOLLIE/ B KOMHATY.

W 3acThL.

B KOMHaTe HUKOTO He OBLIO.

KpoBatb Oblyla Mea/sibHO 3acCT/iaHa, Ha KOMOJIE BCe >KEHCKHWe IITYUYKH-
TPUHA/IJIE)KHOCTA TOXKE CTOSJIA He TPOHYThIMU (3Ta KOMHAara CroelyabHO
OTBOJIWIACh [I/I1 TOCTEM >KeHCKOro T0jia, TMO3TOMY HECKO/JBKO BHJIOB [IyXOB U
KPEMOB B Ha/TMUMH UMETUCH BCEr/a).

['maBHBIM OBITIO ApyTrOe — HU ApPHH, HU €€ JOPO’KHOTO CaKBOsDKa He ObIIO.

Cepaue Beana 0CTaHOBU/IOCh.

Kakoro....? B nepBoe MrHoBeHue BejjaH He mMoOBepwW/ CBOWM [Via3aM, a
MOTOM W3 €ero TPyJd BbIPBAJCS PBIK CMEPTEIbHO paHeHOro 3Bepsi! Apus
cOexkasa! B 3TO0 OBIJIO TPYZHO TIOBEPUTH, HO [I€BUOHKA I10J| TIOKPOBOM HOUH
cobpana Berm u cobexxana! IIpoknstee! BegaH, He c/ep)KaB SIPOCTHBIN MOPbIB,
yJapu/ 1o KOMO/ly ¥ TOT C [JTyXHAM TPECKOM pa3Ba/Ii/ICs Ha JIBe YaCTH.

OH eé HaujeT U Torja....

UTto OH chenaeT C Hel «Torda», BemaH He 3Han, HO pa3BepHYBIIMCH Ha
KaO/ykax, oH BbiOe)kas1 U3 KOMHaThl. Hey>ken Apust He TIOHMMaeT, UTO /1a/ieKo
OT Hero oHa YWTH He CMOJKET, 1 M00eroM BBI3OBET y HETO JIUIIb TOJbKO THEB? A
Benan He Bcerga crocobeH KOHTPOIMPOBaTh CBOM SMOIMH, KOrjla SIpPOCThb
3aB/iafieBaeT pa3yMoM.

OH c0e>kaJt 110 JIeCTHHULe U KPUKHYIL:

— Ocno!!

Ocno 6bUT HaYa/ILHUKOM CTPaXKd, U €CJIM TOT MPOKapay/Iu/i UCue3HOBEHUe
Apuu, eMy NpUAETCS NONPOIIATHCS C 3aBUIHOU O/DKHOCTBIO.

My>kuriHa, 06/1aueHHBIM B TEMHBIM BOEHHBI MYHAWP, BAETe/ B TOCTUHYIO
CO CTOPOHBI KYXHH, TaM pacIiojiarajcs 3ariaCHOU BbIXO/,.

— Jla, Ballie BeJIMYeCTBO?

— I'me Apus?... Tocrioka ge Cenunr? — Beman He cobupancsi XOAWUThb
BOKPYT /10 OKOJIO.



HavanbHUK CTpaku CHauajsia HaxXMYPWIICS, TOTOM ero JIMLO TPUHSAJIO
00bIuHOEe Cy>XeOHOe BhIpaXkeHHe — TO eCTb Ha HeM OTCYTCTBOBa/IU Kakue-1u0o
9MOLMH.

— Bame BesiuecTBO, rocrioxa e CeJMHI HaXOAUTCA B 3uMHeM cafy. OHa
TIOTIPOCKJ/IA TIPUTOTOBUTS. . ..

Benan He pocnyiuan Ocio, copBajics ¢ Mecta. Apus HUKyza He yuuia! OHa
ocTasach C HUM!

C HuM....

OH crnemmin. Ero mnofco3HaHve He mnosepuno cinoBaM  Ocno, emy
Heob6xo1uMo Ob110 yOeauThCs:, uTo Apusi TIO-TIPEXKHEMY HaXOJWUTCS B €ro ioMe,
pALOM C HUM!

3UMHHWU Ca/Jl pacroJ/iarajcs B NPOTUBOMOJIOXKHOM KOHLIe TTIOMeCThs1, U Besian
JIOLIEN /10 Hero oueHb ObICTpo. OH He MbITa/ICs YCIIOKOUTHCS, 00y3/aTh SMOLIUU.
HampotuB, uem Omike OH TpubmKaaca K ApuH, TeM CUIbHEe OHHU
CTaHOBUJIUCh.

IIpuiiiia ropa, Korza 4yBCTBa CTajl0 HEBO3MOXHO KOHTPOJIMPOBATh. . ..

Benan BopBasicd B 3UMHHUU Cajl, €iBa He COPBaB CTEK/ISIHHYIO ABepb. [Toka
OH 1116/1, paCcCTerHy/ BepXHHe MyTOBUL[bI CBOOOAHON pyOaIliky ¥ CKMHYJ KaM30J1.
Opexxa CKOBbIBasa JBU)KEHUSI.

E/fBa OH nepecTtynu/ mopor 3uMHero cazia, Kak cpasy yBUzesn eé.

Apusi cufena B Kpecje, yAoOHO PACMONOXKUBIIMCE TI0J] PAaCKUHMCTHLIMH
BETBSIMM YaWHOW pPO3bl, OrPOMHOrO /[lepeBa, LIBETyIlero pa3 B TOf, HO
OrPOMHBIMH Oap/IOBBIMU 1IBETAMU-JIUIUSAMU (TIOUEMY [epeBO Ha3Ba/d YalHOMU
PO30ii — 710 cuX Top ObII0 He MOHATHO). [leByllika caMa TpyUHec/ia JieTKoe JieTHee
Kpeca0 ¥V Terepb Hac/aaXjajaachb 3araxamy, UCTouaeMbliMU LBeTamu. [la u
TIPOCTO PaZioBajaCh HACTYMAOLIEMY JHIO.

[TosTOMYy, KOrZia UMIepaTop BOPBAJ/ICS B 3MMHUM CaJl, OHAa B3IPOTHYJ/IA, @ YK
KOI7la OHa yBHUJe/Na €ro JIMIO C TJIOTHO CKAaThIMM TyO0aMH U TIbLUIAOIIAM
B3IVISIZIOM, U pacrliaxHyTyIo pyballiky, eé cepzilie Ckaaoch B TipefiiBepuu Oefibl.

UTO C/1yunsiocs CHOBA....

Yarlka ¢ HeIOTMUTHIM KaKao BbITla/ia U3 €€ B MUT 33/IpOXKaBILUX PYK.

— Barie BemMuecTso....

— Bepman! — mpopbluan UMITepaTop, CTPEMUTENBHO TIPUOIMDKAIOIIMMCT K
Hell. — MeHs 30ByT Bepnan!

OtBeTuTh Apus He ycCIiesna.

[Totomy uto BegaH okasasicsi psijoM C HeM, HaBUC Ipo30BOM Tyuel. Ero
IpyAb OBICTPO oOIycKajach W TIOAHMMAJach, /bIXxaHue ObLIO TTyOOKHM,
TSDKe/IbIM. B3IIsSIHYTh B I71a3a My)KUuMHe OHa He ycrena..../la v He Hajo ObLIO....

Pyku BenaHa cxBatuiu ApUIO 3a IJIeYM U PbIBKOM MOJHSUIA Ha HOoru. OHa



He yCriesna Jae MUCKHYTb, KaK C/Ie[OM OAHY PYKy OH 3allyCTWI B eé BOJIOCHI,
yMyZApSSICb  OAHOBPEMEHHO BBITAL[UTh HECKOJIbKO IInuaeK. Bropod OH
NIPOJOJIKaJl yepKUBaTh [IeBYIIKY.

— Apus, fa yto X Takoe!ll.... — HeOXKUJAHHO I/IyXO /11 CTOJIb SIPOCTHOIO
TIOpbIBa TpolienTtasn Befiad v BNU/Cs B ryObl eBYIIKY TIOLIeTyeM.

[Touenyy oTmMyancs OT TeX, KOTOPbIMM OH «Harpaxzaan» eé paHee. Celuac
OH 11e/I0Bajl OJHOBpeMEeHHO 1 TpeboBaTeIbHO, KeJlasi UCTTUTh C/IaZIoCTb eé pTa, U
YyBCTBOBAa/laCb B MIPUKOCHOBEHUY HeKas ToCKa. OH mprkuman ApUro K CBOeMY
TeJy, MbITasiCh CJIUTHCS C JAEeBYLLKOM B eZJMHOe Liefioe.

Apusi 3amepsia. OHa cTosila W Ti03BOJissia cebst 1iesioBaTh. VIHTyMIUS
JIeBYIIIKM Ha 3TOT pa3 MoJ/1yasla, 3arpsTaBLINCh B JaJbHUM YTOJI.

[Mouenyii Bemana 6611 cTpacTHBIM U KOPOTKKMM. OH TIOC/IeHUM pa3 MpoBe
SI3bIKOM TI0 T'y0aMm /IeBYIIIKYA U OTOPBAJsICS OT HUX.

A [anee moc/ae[oBajsio e OAHO [PU3HAHUe, CJe/laHHOe XPUILIbIM
LIeITI0TOM:

— 1 mopyman, Thl cbexana....

Bor Tenepr Hacrana ouepeib ApuUM IOYYBCTBOBATh, KAK OCTaHAB/IVMBAETCS
cepaue. Tak 8cé 6om 5mo — pe3ynibraT ero J0MbIC/I0B?!

W cHOBa ApuM He TMO3BOJWI BCTYIIUTb B PasrOBOP CTPACTHBIM T0JIOC
Benmana. MykuvHa pyKOW TIDUTIOHSIT JIULIO JEBYIIKKM 3a TIOAOOpPONOK U
TIPOHMKHOBEHHO CKasaJl:

— Korpa s 3amén K Tebe 1 yBuzies MyCcTyr0 KOMHATy, TO MOUYyBCTBOBAJI, UTO
MUD Hakpbi/io uepHoTol! Apus, 51 HUKya Tebst He otnyily! Hukyna! U Hukomy
He oTaam! Tbl — Mos1, Apus, C/IBILLUILIB MEHS?

Y neBylIKM TOAKOCHUIUCH HOTM, U OHA, YTOObI He ymacTb, BIeNWIach B
pyOalliky uMriepatopa.

— BepaH. ..., — BbIJOXHY/IAa OHA, BIIepBbIe Ha3BaB ero 1o UMeHHU.

— 3ayeM BbI TaK? — TOXKE IIEMIOTOM CIIPOCH/IAa OHA, U TTI0CTapasach OMyCTUTh
rosioBy, uroObl u30e)kaTh €ro HACTOWUMBOrO B3IVIAZA, CTPEMSIIEroCs
TPOHUKHYTb B CAMYIO AYIILY.

— Kak, ManbIika?

Terneps ero rosioc 06BoaKKBaJjI, OKyThIBAJI.

— I'oBopuTe Bce 5TU c/oBa....OHU He paBUJIbHBIE. ..

— ITouemy He mpaBWIbHBIE? Pa3Be MOTYT C/iIOBa ObITh He TIPABH/IbHBIMHU,
eCJId OHU UAYT OT cepua?!



BezaH cHOBa TpuKaJl IeBYIIKY K cebe, a caMm 3apbLICs JIMLOM B €& BOJIOCHI.

— B ofiHOM ThI TIpaBa — BCEé HAMHOT'O CJIO)KHEe, YeM s MOT TIPe/TIONIOKHUTh. . .
A Tpo Ty BCTpeuy B Mepey/Ke Aake BCIIOMUHATH He X0uy....

OH 6osblile He CKpbIBa/I CBOMX UyBCTB. [a u K uemy? OH — umIeparop, C
HUM CWIa U BjacTb. V I7laBHOE 3aK/IFOYaeTCsl B TOM, UTO OH He oOpeMeHeH
ceMelHbIMU y3amH, a Osarofapss MUpDOHWM, €r0 WMITEPHUs He HYXKIAeTCs B
TIOJTUTUUE CKUX CO03aX, 3aK/TF04aeMbIX C TIOMOII[bI0 Opaka.

On cBobozen! CBobo/ieH MTHOOUTD U JienaTh BHIOOP!

U oH cpenan cBOM BHIOOD.

Ocranace cyljasg MajsoCTb — 3aBoeBaTb Apur0. A 3TO, Kak OH y»Ke TOHSI,
OyzeT c/iokHO. Y ero nu30paHHON MHOTO TakH, UAYIIUX U3 TIPOIILIOTO.

Apus cTosinia, He 11eBenisicb. Eé cepfiiie 6U10Ch TpeneTHO, CUTLHO, €r0 CTYK
9XOM OTZABAJICS B ylllaX, U OHA He COMHeBasach, UTo eé cep/ieOreHye CIIbIITHO
W MMITepaTopy. 3HAuMT, BCKOpe, OH TOWMET, UTO ero MpPOHWKHOBEHHbIE C/I0Ba
3azieii eé 3a >kuBoe. Ha r/a3ax BBICTYNWIM C/ie3bl, el TPUIIUIOCH KPETKO
3@KMYPUTBCS, YTOOBI OHU He TOTeK/IU TI0 IrjekaMm. He xBaTasio pactporatbcsi U
HaMOUHTh JIOPOTYI0 PyDaIllKy ero BeJlMuecTBa.

Ha ry0ax [eByIIIKM BO3HHWK/A TPyCTHasl yiblOKa. Kak jierko oHa Ha3Baja
uMIiepaTopa 1o uMeHu....Huuto He 3abbITo...HUKTO He 3a0biT. ...

OHa TIpoCyHy/Ia PYKH MeXXy UX TeJlaMH U TIOIbITasach OTCTPAHUTHCS, HO
Benax He oc1abun 0ObATHI.

— IlyctuTe MeHs1, — monpocuia Apwus.

— He xouy. He mory.

JIaKOHUYHO ¥ OYeHb BeCOMO.

U oTuero-to OT €ro CJIOB CTaj0 OJ[HOBPeMEeHHO 06e3yMHO Ter/io U OTYassHHO
TOPBKO.

[TpuUIIOCh TTIOWTH HAa Ma/IEHBKYH0 XUTPOCTb:

— 4 ecTb X0uy.

Crowio Apuu yIioMsiHyTh TIPO e[y, Kak Began 3acyeTtwics. EMy npuIiioch
pa3kaTb OOBATHS U e/[Ba JIX He BOJIOKOM OTBECTH APHIO B TOCTHUHYIO, I/ie CJIyTH
y’Ke HaKpbI/IA Ha CTOJ.

— YTO0 X ThI paHblile Mo/1yasa?

3a 3aBTPaKOM HUKTO He 3aTparvBasl IMOJHATYIO B 3UMHEM cajly TeMy. JIuiib
uHorsia Apusi 1oBuia Ha cebe B3mis/ BesmaHa, OT KOTOPOro el CTaHOBU/IOCH T10-
HacTosillieMy AypHO U Opocano B kap. OHa omyckana rojoBy W MpojospKasia
3aBTpakKarh.

— Honro eijé 10 MupoHun? — cipocusia Apwusi, Korjila OHU CHOBA Ca/IUTUCh
B KaperTy.

— K Beuepy npubyzem.



B3peIB 3MOLjMM, MPOM3OLIEAIINM yTPOM, HAJOXKHW/I OTIEeYaTOK Ha BCHO
noe3nky. BemaH cran 3agymMuMBBIM M MajiOpasrOBOPUMBBIM, UTO BIIOJIHE
ycrpowsio Aputo. Toil B3rpyCTHY/NOCh, BeCTH CBeTCKue Oecelbl ObIIO OBl
obpemeHuTenbHO. []a ¥ COMHeBasiach OHa, UTO OHU ObLTH ObI CBETCKUMM. ...

CnoBa Bepnana Hamnyraimu eé. OH Has3Basn eé cBoeil. BriepBble B JKU3HU
MY>KUMHa MoTpeboBan OT Heé He TUIOTCKUX yTeX, a Toxkesan bosbliero. M 3to
ObUIO HAMHOTO XY)Ke, UeM TOCsiraTeIbCTBa Ha eé T/10Th. [IoToMy UTO B TiepBOM
C/lyuyae OHa 3Hasa, YTo Jie/aTh, a TYT....

Bckope Apus ToHs/1a, UTO MOJIUaHKe 3aTIHY/I0Ch M CTajlo TATOTUTH eé. Her,
BO3MOXKHO, OHa U [lajibllie Mosyasna Obl, eciu Obl BesaH He Hauan Ha Heé
CMOTpeTb C y/iblOKOW. OTKphITOM U pAyiieBHoW. OH yibifancs Tak, Kak
y/bI0aeTCst uesioBeK PeLIUBIINM 71 ce0si UTO-TO BaXkKHOe, Cy/IbOOHOCHOE.

W neBylKa He BbleprKajia, CKOMKaJja IjlaTbe Ha KOJIeHsIX M TTONPOCUIa:

— BepaH, He Hazo....

— UTto He HaZi0? — OH MPOJO/DKAJ YIbIOATHCS.

— Tak cMOTpeTh Ha MeHs.

— Kak?

Ero rno3abaBus ux Juasior.

— BblI 3HaeTe Kak, — y ApUM LLIEKU BCIBIXHY/IM OT NPWIbHYBIIEU K HUM
KPOBHU.

— He 3naro.

— Began, Apus, Benan! MHe 06e3yMHO HPaBUTCSI CJIbIIIaTh, KaK ThbI
TIPOU3HOCHULLIb MOE hMs!

Apusi OT CMyIIleHUs] TOTOBa Oblyla TIPOBA/IUThCS CKBO3b 3€MJII0, U UTOOBI
KakK-TO BITyTaThCSl W3 IIEKOT/IMBOM CUTyallid CHOB obOpaTuiach K MYXXUuHe C
TIPOCHOOI:

— Pacckaxxute MHe npo Muponuto. Ecini, KOHEUHO, 3TO BO3MOXHO, U He
SIBJISIETCSI TOCYZlapCTBEHHOW TaUHOM.

Bepan ouenusn ynoBky Apumn. OHa rocrapanacb CMEHUTb TeMy pasroBopa.
YTo K, OH ObIT HE MPOTUB.

— JonuHa MUpPJOB He SAB/SETCS TOCYJapCTBEHHOW TalHOM, HAalpPOTUB, MBI
cBOOOJJHO TOBOPUM O €€ CyllleCTBOBaHUM, U MUP/bI JIETKO TepeJBUTaroTCs TI0
Tepputopuu umnepur. OHM — Hama ropaoctb. YW 3ammra. briarogaps um
AppOHMIO HUKOIZ@ He 3axBaTblBaJl0 HU OJHO BpaXkeckoe rocynapcrso. M1 He
3aXBaTuT.

Apus yxe ciblllasia HeyTo OTjajeHHoe, U OTBeT BenaHa mnogorpen eé
VIHTepec.

— Ho nouemy? Bl Tak yBepeHHO 00 3TOM roBopuTe!



CHucxoauTesibHast yibibka TpoHy/a ryosl BemaHa.

— Mupgsl — He TPOCTO COOAKW C KPBUIbSIMHM, KaK UX MHOTHE TTPHUBBLIK/IH
BocripuHUMaTth. OHU — BouHbI. CusbHBIe. JIoBkue. Herobenumelie. U y HUX [Be
CYLLJHOCTH.

— 1Be CyL{HOCTU? — yAuUBUIACh Apus.

— Ha.

— JTO Kak?

— S nymato, uto Tebe ynacTcsi yBueTh 00e CYIIIHOCTH MUPZOB, — 3araflouHo
otBeTu/ BenaH.

— BBl MeHs 3aMHTpPUTOBa/iM, U He UeCTHO C Ballell CTOpPOHBLI Oyzer
3aMa/luMBaTh Jajbliie! — UyTh UTPUBO BOCK/IUKHY/Ia Apusi. — [IBe CYLIIHOCTU — TO
eCTh Y MUP/IOB €CTh ellé oJHa JuurHa? To/JbKO He TOBOpUTE, MOXKaJyHCTa, UTOo
OHM 000POTHU, U MOTYT MpeBpaIaTbCs B JItOfel!

Jlerenzpl O J/rOAAX-3BepsX OHa 3Hasia. KopMmuwimija pacckasbiBaja Iiepef
CHOM CKa3KM O JIFO/IIX, KOTOpble MOIJIM TIPUHUMAaTh OO/IMK BOJIKOB, Me/iBefiel U
naxxe poiceii. Apus, Oyayuu m0603HaTe/IbHBIM peOeHKOM, C 3aMHpaHueM cep/iia
C/yllajzia 3T paccKasbl Y 3achiliajza KOPMUIULYY BOIpocaMu. B Te fasiekue rosbl
el 6e3yMHO XOTe0Ch MOBCTpeuYaTb 000poTHs. OHa Jjake HeCKOJIBKO pa3 XoJusia
B JleC, B Te 3aripellleHHble MeCTa, I/le BOAWIMChb BOJIKM B HaJleXze, uTo TIpU
BCTpeue 3Bepb 00epHeTCs Ue/IOBeKOM, M OHM CMOTYT ITOrOBOPUTH. JleBouka He
0Co3HaBaJsia onacHocTu. [1pu BcTpeue BOJIK pacTep3as Obl e€, U 1eJio C KOHLIOM.

Korma Apusi 1miogpocia, TO TIOHSJIa, UYTO €CTb JIKOAW, HWYeM He
OT/TMYAKOIIMEeCS B )KECTOKOCTH OT CaMbIX JIFOTHIX 3BEPEH.

[TpexmnonoykeHre Apum mno3abaBuio BefiaHa, ¥ OH JIeHWBO OTKMHYJ/ICS Ha
GapxaTHOe Kpecjio, 3aKMHYB HOTY Ha HOTY W CKpecTMB pyku Ha rpyaud. C
HEeJIJaBHUX TIOP OH MpeJNOoYUTaa Jep)KaTb PYKU MO, CTPOXKAUIIMUM KOHTPOJIEM.
[ToTOMy UTO OHM CaMU TSIHYJ/IUCH K JIeBYILIKe.

— Hert, masnbinka, B Jr0fe MUP/Ibl He MpeBpaljaloTCs, — 3aBepUJl OH eé. —
Bcé HamMHOro MHTepecHee.

Apus nipyiypusia I71a3a i XUTpo MoCMOTpeJsia Ha Hero.

— To ecTb BBl MHe He CKakeTe?

— Her.

— Ho, nomunyurte, nouemy?

— Jlyuiiie oiuH pa3 yBUZETh, UeM CTO pa3 yCJIbIIIATh.

Apus xoTesia BO3pa3uTb, HO BO Bpems nepegymasa. CMbICa?

— A emé roBopsAT, uT0 B MHUDPOHHIO HEBO3MO)KHO TMOMAaCTb. ByaTo ObI
yesioBeK, MOXKeIaBIIUU TIPOMTH B JI0/TMHY, HAaTA/JIKWUBAETCS Ha HEBUUMYIO CTEHY.
OTO TOXe BbIMBICEJT?

BegaH cHUCXOAWTENBLHO YibIOHY/CA. HauBHBIE, TIOpo# 3Byuallue, Kak



JleTCK1e, BOMpOChl Apuu yMUIsIM ero. CTOMIO eMy IpeKpaTUTb OKa3bIBaThb
JlaBJieHre Ha [IeBYIIIKY, YTOObI OHU Haya/ld Pa3roBapyBaTh.

— A BOT 3TO TipaBza.

bpoBu nmomyTumibl B3METHY/IUCh K BEPXY.

— IlpaBma?! — no vHepLMU TepecripoCcu/ia OHa, CUIbHO yAWBUBIIMCHL. OHa
OKH/Jjajia, UToO ero BeJM4eCcTBO CHOBA MOCMEEeTCs HaJl eé HeroCpeACTBeHHOCThIO
U CKa)KeT, UTO OHa IepecKas3biBaeT eMy CIUIeTHW, coOpaHHble Ha 0Ga3apHOii
TLIOIIA/H.

— [Ha, — yneibHyncs Beman. Emy Bce Oosbliie u 6osblile HPaBUIOCH
pa3roBapurBaTh C Apueli, HabmoJaTh 3a e€ peakiiveid, 3a TeM, Kak 3aroparTcs OT
BOCTOPra eé r1a3a, Wiv Kak B 3a/[yMUMBOCTH OHa MO/)KUMaeT I'yObl.

Ho nyuiiie Ha ry0s1 66110 He cMoTpeTb. OnacHo. OueHb OIacHo.

To, UTO OHM HAXO[U/UCh B 3aMKHYTOM MPOCTPAHCTBe, ObLI0 caMo 10 cebe
WCTIBITAaHUEM [JIS1 BbIZIEP)KKU MY>KUMHBL. [IpoTssHM pyKy u Apust OyJeT B ero
00bATUSAX, CHJEThb Ha KOJIeHSIX, a TpPU KaXJOM B3/j0xe eé Trpyakud OyayT
COTIPUKAcaThbCsl C ero rpyAHol KaeTkou. C/IUIIKOM CO6/1a3HUTETBHO.

Benan v Tak, uToObI CKpPBITb BO30YXK/€HUe, 3aKWHY/ HOTY Ha Hory. Emy
XBaTas0 OHOTO MIPUCYTCTBUS [IeBYIIKU PSIIOM, YTOObI UCTIBITHIBATh 3PEKIIHIO.

Apuisi HUUero He 3ameyasia, OT TOTO U BbIIVIsiZie/1a CTIOKOWUHOW.

[TocnenHue ci0Ba MpYBeEIU €€ B JIerkoe BOJIHEHUeE.

— To ecTpb BbI XOTUTE CKa3arb, UTO Ha TEPPUTOPUM [OJIVHBL...CYyLLeCTBYeT
Marusi? — rpyu NocjieJHeM CJIOBe ApHst HEMHOTO 3arlHy/1ach.

— Marusi, He Marusi, s He MOr'y CKa3aTb, UTO MMeHHO. Ho mocTopoHHHMM
TyZ,a BXO/, 3aKa3aH.

— Ho kak....kak oOuTaTtenu [OJMHBI MOTYT 3HaTh, UTO YeJIOBeK,
TIO’Ke/IaBIIUK MonacTb B MUPOHUIO — CBOW WJ/IM MOCTOPOHHUM? — MH(MOpMaLys,
rosiyueHHast OT BefjaHa, He yK/iaJjpiBasach B rOJIOBe.

— OTO U Jj1s1 MeHsI OCTaeTcs 3ara/ikoi, Apus. MeHs1 ZjovMHa BIyCcTUIa 0e3
nipo6siem, u bapza cpa3y BeiOpasia MeHs. ..

— Ilocroute! Iloxkanylicra, mocroute! — Apusi mpepBaja MYXXUKWHY H
BCKUHYJIa K BepxXy o0e pyku. Ha eé syuile oTpasuioch pacTepsiHHOCTb. — BBl
rOBOPUTE HEeBepOSiITHblE Bely, KOTOPble CJIO)KHO 0CO3HaThb. CHauvazna TO, 4TO
MHUPZbl UMEIOT eLlé OJHY JIMYMHY, [T0TOM, YTO B [IO/IMHE MPUCYTCTBYeT Marus, a
Ternepb..., — OHA I[lepeBesia [bIXaHWe, — a Telepb T[OBOpPWTE, UYTO MHUPZbI
BbIOMpatOT cebe uesoBeKa. ...

BejaH KuUBHYIIL.

— WwmenHo Tak. Tel, HaBepHOe, oOpaTW/ia BHMMaHuWe, U4TO fAake B Appo,
CTO/IMLIE VIMIIEpHUH, PEeJKO MOXXHO BCTPeTUThb uejioBeKa C MupzaoM. Okoso
necsitka, He Oosiee. XoTs..., — TyT OH Tipu3aaymascs. — Hert, 6onbiiie. lecsiTka



TpU. B OCHOBHOM, MUp/bI TPEANOUUTAIOT JIMIIHUKA pa3 He IOKa3blBaTbCsA Ha
r/1asa.

— Bariie BesinuecTBo..., — Hauana Ob10 Apusi, HO Cpa3y >Ke MOMpaBUIach: —
Bepnan, Bbl 0 MUpZaX TOBOPUTE TaK, TOUHO OHU pasyMHbIe CylllecTBa.

— Apus, TIOBepb, OHU Pa3yMHee MHOTUX Jitofieli! — eMmy 6e3yMHO HPaBU/IOCh
Habo/aTh 3a MUMUKOW Apuu, e€ /1ilo, He OMpaueHHOe CTPaXxOM U TEeHBIO
TIPOILIIOTO, CTAJIO ellé IpUBJIeKaTe/bHee.

— HeseposrTHo....

— Thi cama B 3TOM yOeIUIIILCS, KOT/Ia YBUAUIIL UX B [IOUHE.

Apus TIPUKYCHJIa HWKHIOIO TY0Y.

— A eciv MeHs He MPOIYCTUT...CcTeHa? Eciu g He cMOry Iornacte B
Muponuro?

— CMmoxellb.

— OTKyzia Takasi yBepeHHOCTh?

— Bo-miepBbIX, s UMIlepaTtop, a, 3HAYUT, MHe IIO/B/JaCTHAa Marus, —
HeCcepbe3HO Hauasl roBopuTh BejjaH, HO 3aMeTuB, Kak B3jporuysia Apus, CMeHUI
VIHTOHALMIO: — S MoLyTr/I, Masbllika. Marus — 310 [i/11 KOJIAYHOB WU JJ1S TeX,
KTO YTIpaB/isieT CTUXUSMHU, [jisi 6oroB. S Bcero yuviib denoBek. B MupoHuio
MOKHO BOWTHU, HArpuMep, C MUP/IOM WJIA C UeJIOBeKOM, KOTODbIN TaM yrke ObLI.
C To6oii 6yayT U TOT, U APYTOM.

Apus He HalllJIaCh, YTO OTBeTUTb. BHe3arHoO 3aKOHYWIUCH BCe CJI0Ba, a B
ropJie HernpusATHO 3arepiunno. OHa cMoTpesna Ha Begana Bapkiaiizga u...Temo,
Takoe poOKoe, MajieHbKOe, Hauasio pa3/iMBaThes o Teny. Horu BMur ocsiabeny, a
cepALe CKaocCh.

VimMriepaTop yxa’kKvBas 3a Hewu.

OTa MbIC/Ib 000XKIVIa CO3HaHKe.

U niesieHa ynana c a3 Apuu.

A Beslb OH TOBOPMII e, uTo BmobeH! Eljé HecKoMbKo JiHel Ha3aj y o3epa.
Ona He mnosepuia....[Jypouka! Pervia, yTo OH IIYTUT, YTO UIPaeT CA0BaMH.
Ceityac xe....Celiuac >xe OHa CMOTpesia Ha MY>XeCTBEHHOe KpaCHhBOEe JIULO
y¥MIiepaTopa v roHUMaJia — ero CJjiosa rpasza.

OH HUKYy/]a He OTIyCTHUT eé.

OH 3aBOeBbIBaeT eé.

Teriora BHYTpU Teja [JeBYLUKYM CMEHWIACh XKI'YLLWM OrHeM, OT KOTOPOro
OHa e/iBa He COTHYJIaCh IOM0JIaM, U KOTOPBIM JOCTaBUI el MOYTH HeBBIHOCUMYHO
6o,

Kak ke oHa Mor/ia no0o6HOe [IOMyCTUTh....

Buaumo eé BHyTpeHHsisi 60phba oTpa3wiach Ha Juile, ToToMy 4to BemaH
HaXMYPHWJICS U I0JaJICS BIIepef.



— Apus, uto ¢ ToOoM? Thl BApPYr mobnegHena...f cka3aa 4TO-TO He Tak,
3a/ies1 TBOU YyBCTBa?

Apus enBa He paccMmeszlacb HCTepuyeckuM cmexoM. OHa U cama
yAVIBU/IaCh, KAaK Pe3K0 CMEHUW/IOCh y Heé HaCTpoeHue.

Ha, Benan Bapkaiiz, uMriepatop MOryliijeCTBeHHOW APPOHUH, eC/id Obl ThI
TOJIBKO 3HaJI, KOK UMEHHO 3a/e/1 eé yyBCTBa!

— MHe BApyr cTano miaoxo, — Apusi MpoBejia PyKOW MO JIULY, MPOTOHSIA
MOPOK, HaBak/jeHue, OBJiajieBliee eé co3HaHUeM. — ['0/10Ba 3aKpy»Ku/iach.

Crouno el ckasarb O HeZloMOraHu, BesaH ToT4ac MeTHY/ICS K CTONUKY U
Hanua BoAy u3 rpaduHa. [Ipyu 3TOM ero pyka — pyka BOMHA, NMPUBBIKIIETO K
MHOI'0YaCOBBbIM TPEHUPOBKAM — JPOTHYIIa.

— Brinei, cTaHeT jerye.

Apud 1ioc/yliagach M C KaJHOCTBIO MPUHAIACH IUTH BOAY. A B rosioBe
Benana BCKO/IBIXHY/Iach MbIC/b: «Henomoranue Apum BHe3amHo. [To6negHena,
roJ10Ba 3aKpy>kunacb. CUMNTOMBI, XapaKTepHbIe [1JIs )KeHILJUHbI B [10JI0KeHUN».

OH oxan ry06el U HanmoMHWI cebe, UTO OHAa rOBOpWIa €My, UTO He CIUT C
JTuanom! Bonee Toro, oHa npusHaaach, UTO OHU He MOoMoJiB/IeHbl! OTKy/ja Takue
11a/IbHbIe MbIC/IU?

Ho MmbIC/Ib, KaK KW3BeCTHO, MOJIUTAHHYIO PEBHOCTBIO U HEYBEPEHHOCTHIO,
CJI0’KHO WU3rHAaTh U3 TOJI0BBI.

Ha, c JluvaHoM OHa He uMeeT CeKCya/bHbIX KOHTaKTOB, HO U €ro
ortankuBaeT! Bener CKphIThIM 00pa3 >ku3HM....[Ja Maso U C KeM OHa Crana,
TOKa He MPUILIbLIa B APpPOHHIO!

SlmoBuTHIe CIOBa TOTOBBI OBbLIM COpPBaThCsS C s3bIKa KMMIIEpPATopa, KOTZa
KapeTa IJIaBHO OCTaHOBUW/IACh.

Onu nipubbu B MUPOHMIO.
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— [To3Bosb MOMOTY.

— Cnacu6o.

Benan nomor Apum CIyCTUTBCSA C KapeThl, MPOAOJDKasg BCMAaTPUBAaThCA B
MULI0 JeByIIKU. MpIicib 0 eé OGepeMeHHOCTH TPOYHO 3acesa B rosioBe. OH
YITIyCTUJI MOMEHT [|jI1 BOTIPOCAa, Telepb MpUeTCsl IOBPEMEHUTb.

bap/ia, oka3aBLIWChE B POAHBIX MeCTax, POMKO 3ajiasija, 3aBujsijla XBOCTOM
Y B TOT K€ MOMEHT, BbIITYCTUB KPbUIbsl, B3METHY/IaCh B BO3/yX.

—On....

Apusi TIOlIATHY/MAaCch, KOTZlAa YBWje/a MHUp/a, yCTpeMuBIIerocs B He0o.
CrosiBLIMK PSIIOM UMIIEpPaTOp MOAJep)Xal eé 3a PyKy M, BOCIIO/Ib30BaBLIKCH
MOMEHTOM, OOHSI/I, prXKaB K cebe.

Takast XpyIiKasi...Takast He)KHasl. ..M Takas Jjajiekasi CO CBOMMU TalHaMH. . ..

OT BHyTpeHHero HamnpsbKeHUsT Ha BUCKax BeaHa BBICTYNW/IM BeHBI,
JKeJIBaKW 3axoAuiu. VHorja y Hero BO3HUKAJIO JKejaHue I0C/1aTh Mojasbliie
CaMOKOHTPOJIb Y TIOCTYIIUTD TaK, KaK JUKTYIOT TIePBOOBLITHbIE MHCTUHKTHI. BOT 1
ceiiuac, crowio OOHATb Apuio, Bce Osarve HamepeHusi 00 yXa)KMBaHUU U
3aBOeBaHUM JIEBYIIIKH, MCUe3/TM U3 roJI0BbI. Ky/a 1poiije rpuKa3arb ObITh C HUM.
U Bcé. Hukyzna oHa He feHeTcsl. OHa ero nofjaHHas, el NpueTcs NOJUMHUTHCS.

— Kakas oHa KpacuBasi..., — TUXUM MeJIOAUYHBIM roJ0C ApyUr OTOpPBas €ro
OT MPAUHbIX MbIC/IEH U BEPHY/ K MPOUCXO/SILEMY.

OH 4yThb CU/IbHee CKajl pYKy, Jexal[yro Ha Taaud Apuu. Ho [eByllika,
MPOA0/KAsA HaXOAWUTbCA TI0f, CU/IbHBIM BIleUaT/ieHHWeM OT YBUJEHHOrO, He
oOparuia BHUMaHUs Ha ero COOCTBEHHUUE CKUM JKeCT.

— Kro? bapza?

— Ha....A kpouibs! BefiaH, Bbl TOJIBKO TIOCMOTPUTEe Ha eé Kpbulbsi! OHU ke
orpomHeble! bosbliie TysoBuial

— 4 3Haw, Apwus, — BU[S HEMNOAJe/NbHbIM BOCTOPI [I€BYLIKH, OH
MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK THXasl SPOCThb, BbI3BaHHAsi PEBHOCTHIO, OTCTYIAeT Ha 3a[jHUU
TIJIaH.

— Ho kak e Tak....Korza oHu B ropoge....Y HUX MeHbllle KpbUibs! —
BOCKJIMKHYJIa Apus, cZiefiaB ouepesHoe OTKPBITHE.

— W 310 5 TOXKe 3HarO.

— Kak ke Tak! — Apusa MoAHs/Ia TOMOBY W OBICTPO B3IVIAHY/A Ha
uMIIepaTopa, OTOM CHOBA CTajia HaO/IoaTh 3a lapeHreM MUp/a.

— Bor Tak.



— Huuero He nnoHumaro.

— U He Hajo. MuUpIOB HaZl0 BOCIIPMHMMATh TAKUMU, KaKHe OHU eCTb, a He
MbITAaTbCSA  pa3rajfaTb TalHy MX CYL[HOCTW. Tbl TNPUBBIKHELIb K HX
HETMOBTOPUMOCTHU U 3arajIouHOCTU oueHb ObIcTpo. BoT yBuuiib. [oigem.

IIpomomkas fepatb ApHIO 3a Taiuto, Befiad ABUHY/ICA Briepe, OCTaBJIsAs
KapeTy U COMNpPOBOXJAwl[de 3SKUMaKu 1mno3azau. Ciayru, He [JOXUAASACH
pAaCIOpsKeHUM, MPUBBIUHO Haya/iyd pa30uBath jarepb. VIM BXOf, B ZIONIMHY ObLI
3ariperreH.

Apusi, opakeHHasi YBUZEHHBIM, TIPOJ0J/Kaja CMOTpPeTb Mo CcTopoHaMm. Eé
TIOJTHOCTBIO 3axBaTWIM OeckpaiiHue 3ejieHble MPOCTOPbI, HEBLICOKWE XOJIMBI,
yTomaroiiye B 6apXxaTUCTOU TpaBe W 3araflouHble UepHble TOUKH, BUJHEIOIIUeCs
B Hebe.

He 3HaroilleMy 4e/ioBeKy HEBO3MO)KHO ObLIO PacCMOTpeTh, KTO TIapuT B
BbicoTe. EcTecTBeHHO, OH TogyMan Obl, iTuiia. Ko eié mMor sietath B Hebe?

— A mMuppoB MHOro? — cnpocuia Apusi, He CMOTPS T10J, HOTU. Pe3ynbTar He
T10cJIejoBasl J0Jro X4aTb, OHa CIIOTKHY/AaCh, U CHOBA pyKa BesaHa BO Bpems eé
ToZiCTpaxoBaiia.

— MHoro.

— Ho st HUKOTO 00JIBIIIE HE BUXKY, JIUIIIb TeX, KTO B Hebe.

— TeprieHue, )KeHII[Ha, TepIeHKe.

Benomasi My)>KUMHOW OHAa He 3aMeTH/a, KaK OHM IIPOLLIM TPUIUYHOE
paccrosiHve. Bcé 310 BpemMs Apus Bepresia 10 CTOPOHAaM, PpasIvisg/blBas
V3yMpYZJHble Tel3aXu, Ja TO U [Je/i0 TOoJHKWMasa TOJIOBY K BepXy, >KeJas
YA0CTOBEPUTHCS, UTO OJIM3KO K Hell He MozjieTe/l HU OIUH MUP/,. A asb.

[TosTomy, Korza Began ckasan: «Mbl mpuliin», OHa B3IPOTrHY/Ia.

N axHyna.

OHU CTOSIIM Ha TIPUTrOpKe, a BIepeiy, B HU3MHE PaCKUHY/IaChb OrPOMHast
fonuHa. JlerengapHas Muposus.

Ot BOCTOpra y Apuu nepexsaTuio AbixaHue. HUKorza erjé oHa He BHjesia
Oosiee 3axBaThIBatoIIlero 3pesnuiia. M Bneuarsstoiiero. JlonvHa Obljia OrpOMHOM,
ye/lOBeUeCKUN TJa3 efiBa JIM MOT OXBaTUTh eé rmpoctop. M Bcropy Obuin
MUpAbL....OHU JleTaid, mon3aad, Oeramu. Pa3jgaBancsi NpPUIVIYIIEHHBIA U
0o/pbiii, UyTh BU3I/IUBbIH JIald.

— JT0...., — Y ApuM He XBaTW/IO CJIOB, UTOOBI OMUCATh 3MOLUU, KOTOPbIE
OXBATU/IU eé€.

Bezan cmoTpes Ha BOCTOpPKe@HHOe JIMLIO [IeBYILIKW, U UyBCTBOBaJI, KakK BeCh
HeraTuB, BbI3BaHHBbIM PEBHOCTBIO, OTCTyMaeT. Kak ke OHa mpekpacHa B CBOeW
HerocpeicTBeHHOCTU! [ToueMy OH He MOXeT HaC/IaKAaTbCsi eé 0bIecTBOM, a
Ka)X/IbIA pa3, CHOBA U CHOBA UILIET MOJBOX C €€ CTOPOHbI?



He ot TOro nu, 4yTto OHa He KejlaeT NPUHUMATh ero, He KejaeT JOBepPUTLCS
eMy Y CKpbIBaeT CBOE UCTUHHOE UMH. . ...

MmnepaTopy TPUIIUIOCH PLIKHYTh Ha cebsi, 4TOObI TepecTaTh AymaTrb O
rioxoM. OH pa3bepetcst ¢ TaiiHaMu ApuM, KOTZia BepHeTcsi B AppoHuto. Bosibiie
MeJJTUTh ObL/IO HeJIb3sl.

— Tel MOXelllb HUYEro He roBOpPUTb, Apus, — BejaH Kpermue npukan
XpYTIKOe TeJio AieBYIIKU K cebe. — 51 Toxe, Korjia MepBbiid pa3 romas croja, Obu1
LLIOKUPOBaH. [lake, HaBepHOe, He III0KWPOBaH, a NokopeH. Pa3 u HaBcerza. Moé
cepALe C TOro MaMsTHOIO [JHS HaBCerja OCTajoCh 3/eCh, He MPOXOAUT U [IHS,
yTOOBI 51 He MeuTasl yexaThb CH/a.

OH w1erka rnoTsHy/1 JeBYLIKY 3a PYKY, U OHU CTa/Id CIIyCKaTbCs BHU3. ApUs
He mMpoTuBWIack. To, UTO OH OOHMMan eé U JepKaa 3a PYyKy, MPHUABAJIO
yYBEpeHHOCTH, 3aiuilieHHOCTH. OHa 3Haia, YTo eé TYT HUKTO He OOWAWT, HO
OKa3aBIIUChb CpeAU COTeH MUD/IOB, MHOTHe U3 KOTOPbIX ObUIM KpyIHee eg,
YyBCTBOBAJIa JIETKY0 pacTepsiHHOCTb.

IToaToMy OHa He cpa3y 3aMmeTu/ia, Kak Iepes HUM, e[Ba JIi He U3 BO3Jyxa
MaTepruaIn30BaJICs BBICOKUM Ce/IOBJ/IAChIi MY>KUMHA.

— Wbparum! — pasocTHO BOCK/IWMKHYA Benan u otmyctusn Aputo, uToOBI
00OHSITh My»KuuHy. — Bpat!

— Pay Tebst BUzeTH, MO UMIiepaTop!

— Jonro s g0 Bac gobupancs!

— EcTtb Takoe geno!

Apus BriepBbie BU/Jie/ia, YTOObI C UMITIEPAaTOPOM pa3roBapuBaid CBOOOAHO,
enBa u He maHubparcku. OHa 3amepra, OCTaHOBW/IACh B HepelIUTeTbHOCTH.
My>kunHa, koToporo BesaH Ha3Ban MGparumom, ObUT BBICOKMM, XY/OL[aBbIM,
o0siaueHHBIM B CBOOOZIHBIE Cephble 1ITaHbl ¥ KOXKaHYIO JKUIeTKY. [1MHHbIe ceibie
BOJIOCHI OBI/IU 3aryIeTeHbI B TOJICTYIO JI/TUHHYIO KOCY.

OH mnoxsionan yumrieparopa IO IledyaM M OTcTpaHwicd. Ero miasa, et
KOTOPBIX OBLIO CJIO)KHO PAacCMOTpPeTh, OCTAaHOBUIMCHL Ha Apun. Ta pobko
Trpycesia B peBepaHce.

— Tbl He ofguH, — ronoc Mbparuma okazancs € mIyOOKMMU U HU3KUMU
VIHTOHALUSIMU.

— la, paspelly MpeCTaBUTh — 3TO Apus.

— Nbparum.

HeByiika cpa3y obpatwia BHMMaHUe, UTO WX Tpe/CTaBUIM 0e3 TUTYJIOB,
oOpaitjeHuit U haMuuii. A Mo UMeHH. JTO elllé CUbHee BHECIO CYMSITULLY B eé
Aymy. Teriepp OHa Havasna IOZO3peBaTrb, YTO Ioe3jka B MUpOHMIO, KOTOpas
Obula TIPOAMKTOBaHA >XEHCKUM JIFOOOMBITCTBOM, MOXKET OOepHYyTbCS /ST Heé
CU/IbHBIMU JYLLIEBHBIMU MOTPSCEHUSIMU.



Ecnu 661 Apusi 3Hasa, YTO OKa)KeTCs Mpaga. ...

Ho B TOT MOMEHT OHa y/ibIOHY/IaCh HOBOMY 3HAaKOMOMY U CKa3asa:

— Hob6peiii senb. OueHb pasia ¢ BaMU 1MO3HAKOMUTHCS.

Mb6parvm KUBHYJ U IOCMOTPe/T Ha UMIiepaTopa.

— 4 cpa3y 3ametun bapay. [losietena K cectpe. Thl B Kypce, YTO Yuia CKOpO
JIO/KHA POJUTD?

— Hert, nepBbii pa3 cibily. Y Korga oxxugaeTcs onojiHeHue?

— Ceropnsi. Tak uTO, Bbl, MOXXHO CKa3aTb BOBpeMs. fl Tak MOHWMar0, Bbl
Trio)kKesiaeTe IPUCYTCTBOBATh Ha pofax.

— EcTecTBeHHO! — € )kapoM BOCK/IMKHY/ BenaH.

— Ec/y, KOHeYHo, rocrio)ka He UCIyTraeTcs.

Wbparum cHOBa, Terephb Oosiee BHUMAaTeIbHO MOCMOTpe Ha ApHIO, U Ta
TIOYYBCTBOBa/a, KakK XOJIOJJOK TPOIIECS IO eé cruHe. Y MYKUUHbI ObLIM
HeoObIUHbIe T71a3a — 3paukKu UMeTM MUH/Ia/IeBUHYI0 (opMy, U OB UepHBIMHU.
To ecTb OH TpPUHA/IEKAM K pace, 0 KOTOPOM ApUM HUYEro He ObIZI0 U3BECTHO.
He MoryT y 06bIUHOTO UesioBeKa ObITh Takue r7a3a, He MOTYT.

Ecnu y Besiana v Apyrux xkurtesield AppOHUM T/la3a CTaHOBU/IMCh KPAaCHBIMU
B TEMHOTe, TO 3TO OT TOI'0, YTO Y HUX BKJ/IKOYA/IOCh BHyTPEHHee 3peHue, U HOUbIO
OHU BuenH, Kak gHeM. OTKyla TmosiBWIach mojo0OHasi (u3nonoruueckas
0COOEHHOCTh, [JieByIlIKa He 3Ha/la, HO OHa, 0ecCropHO, MaBajia Oosbliloe
TIPEeMMYII[eCTBO Mepes APYTUMH MroabMU. Bugets B TeMHOTe! O6 3TOM MeuTanu
MHOTHe€.

Ho rna3sa, kak y Mibparuma, Apus Bujiefia BriepBhbIe.

— He ucnyraroch, — pelnTesibHO OTBeTH/Ia [eBYyIlKa.

— Torpa, orobenaiiTe B MoeM JioMe, a KaK HauHyTCsl POJbl, S 3a BaMU
TIPULLUTIO.

C stumu cioBamu Mbparum czenan HeOOJBIIONW TOK/IOH, 3aBefisi PYKYy 3a
CIIUHY W, Pa3BepPHYBIUUCH, OTIIPaBW/ICA Ty/Ja, rAe ApUsi UyTh paHee 3aMeTu/ia
JJIMHHYI0 HEBBICOKYHO MOCTPOMKY, 00JIbIlle HAalTOMUHAFOITY0 KOHIOIIIHIO.

— § rOoTOB Jasbllle OTBeYaTb HAa TBOWM BOIPOCHI, MasbllllKa, — 3aMeTHB
HeJJOyMeHHbIN B3isg4 Apuu, ckasan Bezpan. OH cHOBa MoOJOLIEN K JieBYLIKe U
BCTaJl PSiOM.

— Jla, BOTIpOCOB BCé OoJibIlie U OoJIbIIIe.

— Tak 3azaBaii.

[Baxkbl ApUIO0 IPOCUTH He MIPULLLIOCH.

— Ko Takoit M6parum?

— Eciii 91 ckaxy, 4ToO U caM He 3Har, KTO OH TakKOW, Tbl MHe ITOBepUIIb?
Korza g BriepBble 1ornasa B MUPOHUIO, OH YrKe 3[leChb KUJ/l. 3Hal0 ero MHOIO JIeT.
OH KakuM ObIT B TIEPBYIO Hallly BCTpeuy, TaKUM M oOcTancs. VM6parum He



MEeHsIeTCs, TOoAbl He KacaroTca ero. Ilouemy? CHoBa Mmarus, HaBepHoe. OH
3aHUMaeTCs TeM, UTO [puUCMarpyMBaeT 3a MHUpAAMH, [IOMOraeT UM
COBEpIIIEHCTBOBATbCS, pa3BUBAThCs. 3aHUMaeTcsi o0OyctpoiictBom. Tak ke
TIOMOTaeT pa3pelunTbcst OT OpemeHu. Pojibl y MUPZIOB TsKesible, MHOTHE CAMKHU
yMHUparT, — BeziaH MOMOPILIW/ICA, TOYHO OT OHOM MBIC/M, YTO MUDPZ MOKET
yMepeTb, eMy CTaHOBWU/IOCH He 1o cebe. — /I UMEHHO B MOMEHT POJIOB, KOTZa
3BepeHbILL TOSIB/ISIeTCS Ha CBeT, MOXKHO YBUZEThb €ro BTOPYIO JIMUuHY. [1lo3TOMY 51
pazi, uTO Mbl CMOYKeM TIPUCYTCTBOBATh MPU pojax.

— A 3ta Yuna? Kro oHa Ttakas?

— Cectpa bapgpl.

— Bbl roBopure 0 MupAax, Kak O JIHOASX..., — ApUsl CMOTpe/ia Ha
uMIiepaTopa 1 He y3HaBasa ero. OH MeHsiicsl Ha T/1a3ax. Korzna oH He TpeboBan
OT Heé MOKOPHOCTH M CeKCyasbHbIX yTeX, TO....CTAHOBUJICS TIPUBJIEKATe/TbHbIM.
A TOT Kap, C KOTOPbIM OH TOBOPUJ/I O MUPZaX, MTOKOPSIJIL.

He MHOrme oTLbI TaK Teryio OT3bIBalOTCSl O CBOUX [JeTSX.

U cHoBa B rpyau y Apuu 3aHb10. CTOWIO eil pacc/iabUThbCst U [0y CTUTD
MBIC/Ib, YTO MMIIEpAaTOp MOXKeT IpHB/eYb e8, KaK CTaHOBWJIOCh HeCTepHuMO
60oJIBHO.

OHa He uMeJia rpaBa yBnekarbcs! He nmena!

YToObI CKPBITH 60Jb, OTPaXKAIOIIYIOCS B IV1a3ax, /IeBYIIIKA OMYCTU/Ia TO/IOBY
Y CJefajia BUJ, YTO pacrpas/seT CKIaJKWA Ha JOPOXKHOM Iuiatee. [a, mocse
Toe3/IK1 OHa BhIIVIsiZiesla HeBayKHO. ApHsl cama He 3aMeTH/1a, Kak Y Heé BO3HUKIIO
)KeslaHue OBbITh MPUBJ/IEKATEIbHOM.

— Tbl cama molimellb, TOYeMy si TaK TOBOPIO, KOT/a TOOOIIaenibcs C
HMMHU, — 3aMeTUB 3aMellare/bCTBO Apuu, BeraH NMPOHWKHOBEHHO CIIPOCUIL: —
Apus, BCé XOpouio?

Ta BCKUHYyJIa T0/I0BY U OBICTPO 3aMopraria.

— Ha-na, KOHe4yHo.

— MHe 10Ka3anoch, UTO Thl UeM-TO 00eCTIOKOU/Iach.

— Hert, BCé xopotiio.

borwy, a Beib OHa Ha CaMOM /[leJie HaUMHasa TepATh [OKOM, KOrza UMIepaTop
npubmkancs! U 3to 66110 He M3-3a cTpaxa ObITh U3HacuioBaHHOM! TyT GbUIO
Zpyroe.....

OHa CmIoTHy/a TMOACTYIMBIIMM K TOPJy KOM M CJefana BWJ, UTO CHOBa
paccMaTpuBaeT [0JIMHY.

BenaHa He Tak TMpPOCTO ObIIO TIPOBECTH, U OH 3aMeTU/l e€ Y/IOBKH, HO
HacTauBaTh He cTajl. [yno 6b110 ObI HaZleATbCsA, YTO ApUsi B OfIHOUAChe HauHeT
eMy [OBepsiTb U pacKpbIBaTh JIMUHbIe TepekrBaHUs. OH HeZensiMU Myrana eé
CBOe B/IaCThiO U Oe3y/ep>KHBIM >Ke/laHWeM, TeTlepb eMy Tpe/[CTOUT HabpaTbCs



TepIIeHUsI.

OH HM B KoeM (jlyyae He OTKasa/jCs OT HaMepeHUs MOAy4YuTb Apuro ne
Cenunr. Ho Teneps oH >xesa, 4Tobbl BCé ObLI0 J0OPOBOJIBHO.

YTtoObI OHa TOXKe >Keflasa ero....

— Torpa moligem pasneie. MOparuM mpaB, HAM CTOUT TMepeKyCUTb. Tbl
ycTasa C Joporu. A, BO3MO)KHO, HOUb MPe/ICTOUT OeCCOHHasl.

Benan mpoTsHyn pyKy, U Apus, TOKO0/eOaBIlIMCh MrHOBEHUE, BJIOXKHIIA
CBOIO PYKY B €ro LIVMPOKY0 j1ajoHb. OH cpa3y uyTb CKaj eé, naBas IOHATh, UTO
pALOM.

— MBI...0CTaHOBUMCS B TeX MOCTPOUKax? — CIIPOCUJIA [ieBYIlKa, He JKeJlas
JyMaTh O TOM, KaK Cpa3y >ke MOouyBCTBOBasia cebsi yIOTHee, CTOUIO0 UMIIepaTopy
B34Th €€ 3a PYKY.

— TyTr ectb fgoMa, mpefHa3sHaueHHble /i T[POXKUBAHUA. B HUX Tbl He
UCTIbITaellb AUCKOM(opTa, OHU Hebosbllie, HO B HUX eCThb BCE camoe
HeoOxozMMoe 7171 KoM(OPTHOTO TIPOXKUBAHUSI.

— Pa3 ummnepatop He UyBCTByeT Hey[0OCTB, s ¥ TIOZABHO WX He UCTIbITAIO.

bosbllle oHa HUYero He ycriejna 3aMeTUTb, IIOTOMY UYTO WM HaBCTpeuy
YCTPEMUIUCH C [J@CATOK MOJIOABIX I|eHST.

— AW! — BCKpHK BBIPBa/ICS Y APUM HENPOMU3BOJIbHO, U OHA MHCTUHKTHWBHO
KUHYJIach K BefiaHy, »kesas CripATaThbCs 3a ero LIKUPOKYHO CIIMHY.

— Apus, He 6oiics! 3To ke 1IeHKHU! — 3acMesizicsi My>KUMHA, HO [IeBYIIKY
o6usin. M obusin kpenko. Kak >xe oHa u3siiHa! Kak ke co0sa3HUTe/bHBI eé
dopmbl. OfHa ero pyka oOka3asach Ha Oeipe, U OH, He CIIPABUBIIUCH C
VICKYIIIeHVeM, CJlerka Iornajul ero.

[IleHKr MUPAOB PaZlOCTHO MPUBETCTBOBa/M rocteii. OHKM POMKO Jasiiu U
BWISZIM XBOCTaMH, TIpbIras ApPyr Ha JApyra U IbITasgCb IIPOJie3Tb MeXJy HOr
nrofeit. Apusi CHauasla MCIyranach, a TIOTOM WX 3a0aBHble JeTCKUe MOP/OUKHU
BBI3BA/IU y He€ CMex.

— VIX MO’KHO TI0T/1aJJUTh?

— KoneuHo!

Apus orycTuiach Ha KOPTOUKW U TIPOTsHy/a pyKy. OfuH 111eHOK, 6esioro
oKpaca C /ByMsi OO/bIIMMU YepHBIMU TISITHAMU Ha CIWHKe, pPBaHY1 K Hel U
BCTajl HallpOTHUB, He peliasch MoJouTh. OH CKJIOHWI TOMI0OBY HAOOK U 3ar/isiHY/
JleBYLLIKe B JIUL[O.

A TI0TOM WI'PUBO TPBITHYJI K HEeH, MPSIMO B PYKHU. ..




Ob6en okazasics TIPOCTBIM, HO CBHITHBIM W BKYCHbIM. BsiieHoe MsCO C
OBOLLIAMM, Kallla C MOJIOKOM Y KPenKWU Yail CTPaHHOI'O 3e/IeHOr0 1{BeTa, BO BKYC
KoToporo Apusi B/itOOM/Iack C MepBOro I7I0TKa.

— IloTpsicarommii yaii, — He yJep)kajacb OHa OT KOMMeHTapusi. — Bam ero
OTKY/ja-TO CIeLiiaibHO JOCTaB/ISOT?

BenaH OTKUHYJICSA Ha CIIWHKY BBICOKOI'O [epeBSHHOIO CTy/a U, He CIiella,
OTBeTUII:

— Het. 3710 3esieHbll yaii. BeipalyBaeTcst TyT e, B JoiMHe. To, YTO MbI €ro
ceiiuac nbeM — 3aciyra MOparuma. MiMeHHO OH TIpUBe3 COPT 3TOrO UYAeCHOTO
HaluTKa ¥ Hauyasl ero BbIpalljuBarh.

— Bkyc oueHb HEOOBIUHBIH.

— CorytaceH. OH ObICTPO U HAJIOJITO YTOJSIET YKaXKY.

— To ectb B MUPOHUM HAaXOAUTCA Lje/as IJIaHTaLys 110 BbIPALJMBaHUIO yas?

— TlnanTaiusi — CUJBHO CKa3aHO, cKopee, Hebosblol ydacTok. Ecim
XOuelllb, 5 MonpoIiy, U Mbparum oTBezieT TeOsi Tyda, MOKaKeT U pacCKaXkeT O
CBOMCTBAX 3eJIeHOrO Yasl.

HUckyieHue Ob1I0 BeJIMKO, HO Apusi pellinia 0TKa3arhesi. JJonvHa MUupoHust
JleficTBOBasia Ha Heé y/IMBUTEebHBIM 00pa30M — OHa JlaBajia WI03UI0 MeCTa, Irjje
XOpOLLIO, I7ie YIOTHO, Ile XOUeTCs 0CTaTbCs.

Onu obesjanu B HeOOJBIIIOM JIepeBSHHOM [IOMe, KOTOPbI MeHbIIle BCEro
TOAX0AWI uMIiepatopckoii ocobe. Ho Habmozasi 3a BejanoM, Apusi mpuiiia K
BBIBOJZlY, UTO OH 3/leCb He B IepBoM. Korza oHM MOAOLLIM K JOMY, UX BCTPETU/I
IOHOIIIA JIeT CeMHa/IL[aTH, YYTUBO TIOKJIOHWICS U 100eKaa HaKpbIBaTb HEXUTPYHO
cHenb. WM ero BesmyecTBO C amreTUTOM [IOIVIOLA/ €4y, He JKalydach Ha
OTCYTCTBHE [Ie/IMKaTeCOB.

JIUi10 My>KUrHBI pacc/iabuIoCh, )KeCTKHe CKIaIKU pasriaIu/ivCh, U OH CTal
BBIIVIAZIeTh Ha HeCKOJIBKO J1eT MojIoXKe. Tak »ke U3MeHW/ICs B3Iia/. Terneps Iviasa
umriepatopa Onectenu, Kak y pe0eHKa, TMOMyYMBILEr0 TTOHPABUBIIYIOCS
WrpyLIKy. ApUsi He MoIJia 3HaTb, HO BeziaH B 3TOM MPOCTOM He3aTeWU/IMBOM
JlepeBSHHOM KOTTe/[>Ke, UyBCTBOBaJI ce0si, Kak ZioMa. EMy 371ech AbIIIanoch Aaxe
TI0-ZIPyTOMY — JIETKO U CBOOO/HO.

OHa otB/ek/acb OT pasroBopa, U BepHyJ/ach B HacTosljee, Korga Beman
HerpoMKO 1103BaJ:

— Apus....

[eByl1liKa B3pOrHyJia.

— YT0? — pacTepssHHO nepecrpocusia oOHa.

Bezian 10BOJIBHO paccmesics.

— Tbl rme, manbiika? B kakue fgamu yHecsia Tebsi QaHTasusi? Mue
T0Ka3a0Ch, UTO ceifuac Thl HAXOWUIaCh He 37iech. Bo3Bpaijaiics. 5 xay Tebs.



Ero rosoc 3Byuan Msrko, 6apxaTtucto, ¥ 1O Koke ApuUM T100eXKan
Mypalku. /la uto >k 310 Takoe! Eé pyku HaXO[WUIMCh Ha KOJIEHSIX, U OHA, YTOOBI
OTBJ/IEUbCSI OT HENPUBLIYHOM KWCTOMBI, OBJIQ/IEBIIEN TeJIOM, C’Kajla UX B KYJIaKH,
He 3ameyasi, KaKk OCTpPble KOTOTKH BITUBAIOTCS B HEXKHYIO KOXY.

— ATyt

— 310 xopouio. Tak uro HacueT yag? [locMOTpuILIb, KaK OH pacTeT?

Apuisi ToKavasa rojioBomu.

— Her, He Hago, 6Gnarogapro. Bo3aMo)kHO, B Apyroi pa3, — OHa OCeK/ach.
Bpoge ObI 1 cka3asna JiexXypHyto (pa3y, HO OHa Obl1a He TIpyemMsiemMa Jijisi JaHHOM
nonuHbl. Cpa3y BO3HUK BOMPOC, KOTOPBIM OHa He MOIVIa He 3a/1aTh: — BejaH, a s
Oosblile He CMOTY TOIACTb B J[O/IMHY? TombKo ¢ To6O#?

JIvio Benana ctano cepbes3sHbIM.

— §1 mymaro, uTO TeTeph Thl CMOXKeIllb OeCHpernsTCTBeHHO IpUe3XaTb B
pomuHy. Ecmu mokenaeinb, koHeuHo. OHa TipuHsiia Tebsi. U 3aromHuma.
3arioMHu/Ia TBOIO (PUTYpYy, TBOM 3arax, rojoc. Apusi, TyT CTOJILKO BCETro, UTo s He
MOTY OOBSICHUTB, KaK JelcTByeT Marusi Muponuu. [IpuHsSB oAvH pa3, OHa He
3aKpoetcsi Oosee, — OH 3amosuaji, uToObI CKa3aTh (pa3y, KOTopasi 3acTaBuW/a
Aputo 3amepeTb: — W 3Haelllb, Thl TepBasi >KeHI[WHA, CTYIMBLLIAs Ha 3€MJIKO
Muponuu.



['naBa 13

Korza oHM 117K K aHTapy, rae cobrpasach pa3peliThesi OT OpeMeHu MUp/,
Yusa, Aputo TIpOfio/Kaao 3HOOUTE.

Kak Tonmbko BepaH chenan ouepefHoe TIpUM3HAaHMWeE, Kacaroljeecs
YAUBUTE/IbHOW [IO/IUHBI, 1eBYLIKY 3aTpsic/io. C/IMILKOM MHOTO HEOXXUJaHHOCTeH,
K KOTOPbIM OHa He Oblna rotoBa. /la, oHa O)Kuzana CIOPIIPU30B, el XOTeloCh
y3HaTb TaliHy KUBOTHBIX C BU/Iy UMEROIIUX 00K co0aKu, HO yMEIOIKX JIeTaTh.

Teneps >xe OHa TTIOHMMAJIa, YTO €M OKa3au HeBHUJaHHOe [J0Bepue.

Bory, fa ecivi 6b1 OHa 3Hasa, UTO OyzeT TiepBO JKEeHII[UHOM, CTYTTUBIIeN Ha
3eM/II0 MUpOHUH, TIpUHsIa Obl OHA B 3TOM Cjyuae MpefJioykKeHre uMrieparopa?
Ckopee Bcero, HeT.

[Touemy?

Bcé ouens mpocrTo.

ViMrniepatop pman TOHATb, YTO OHA [/I1 HEro He T[POCTO O4vepejHast
daBopuTKa (TipaBa, MoKa He cocTosiBiasicsi). Ero coBa o mr00BU TTPUHUMAH
Jpyrve odepTaHusi. DTO ObLTM He TIPOCTO CJIOBA, CKa3aHHbIE B MOPBIBE CTPACTH.
TyT ObLTM UyBCTBA. A C UyBCTBAMHU IITYTKU TIJIOXU.

Apusi Haxo[wlach Ha TpaHU MCTepUKU. Heykenu TmpaBUTe/b BeIMKOU
UMIIepUM He TMPOCTO Bo3Xkenan eé? Heyxenu OH mMOMOOWUT HeB3pauHYHO
OernisiHKy, KOTOpasi MeHbllle BCEro CTpeMWIach TIpUB/ieUb BHHMaHue 0cC00
MY>KCKOTO T10/1a?

bory, kakasg uponus! Kakas Hacmeltka!

Eé nosobunu.. ...

3a urto?....[louemy cHOBa cygbba cTaBUT eé Ha mepernyTbe? OAHO fe/O0
GeXkaTb OT /JOMOTaTe/IbCTB B/IUSITENILHOTO UesioBeKa, APyroe /iefio BUJIeTh, KaK OH
CTapaeTcsl 3aBOeBaTh TBOE cepzLe.

N Bespb OHO, S3TO cepAle, STOT HENOWIYLIHbIM, HeIyTeBbIH,
W3rO/I0/IaBILIMICS TI0 TeTuly U JitoOBU OpraH, HauWHaeT B3/lparvBaTh, HauWHaeT
TOMMTBCS, HAUMHAEeT CYJOPOXKHO C)KUMAThCS B IVIYIIOM HeOllpaBJaHHOM Hazex/e
Ha NpU3pavyHoe CYacThe.

Wmnepatop Benan 6osibliie He BbI3bIBaJl B Hell cTpaxa. HarpoTus.

OH eli HaUMHA/I HPABUTBCS.

HewmHoro.

UyTb-uyTh...

Kpolieynyro TOMUKYy....

U oT oco3HaHusi CBOei TTPoOy»K/jatolieiicss CMMIiaTiuu, Apust CXo/[ua C yma.



[Toka oHa 11i71a PSIiZIOM C HAM, TO U Jiefio Opocasia MUMOJIeTHbIE B3I/ISIIbI Ha
ero mio. KpacuBoe. MyxectBeHHoe. Ceituac fob6poe. C TakuM Oyfeliib, Kak 3a
KaMeHHoU cTeHoM. C TaKUM HUKTO He ITOCMeeT 00U/IeTh.

Apusi Kperko 3aKMypu/iach, TIPOTOHsII MBIC/TM O B3aMMHOM uyBcTBe. He

Kak pe3ysbrar, OHa yTpaTwia BHHMMAaTe/JbHOCTb M CIIOTKHYyJ/ach. ToTuac
KperKasi pyka Mojjeprkasa eé.

— OcTOopoKHee, — ¥ TOJI0C MSATKUM.

Apus TioCTielm/a BbICBOOOAUTE PYKY.

— VI3BUHUTE, — OHa MOUeMY-TO IMOUyBCTBOBasIa cebsi BUHOBATOM.

— Ilouemy TbI U3BUHSIELLILCS?

— §1 nocyiegHee BpeMs Kakas-TO pacTepsiHHasl.

— Hwuero crpamnHoro. 4 moHumaro TBoM uyBcTBa. CI/MILIKOM MHOIO
vHdopmaLuy, aa?

U cHOBa y Apuu HOTHY TIOZKOCHUUCh, C1ab0CTh YCUINUIACh.

— Hert, HaripoTuB, MHe oueHb HHTepecHO. [IpocTo....

OHa He foroBopu/a, OTBEpHYJa r0JIOBY, CZeJaja BUJI, UTO pacCMaTpyUBaeT
MHUPZOB, CIIOKOWHO Jie)XallluxX y aHrapa. VI mo3ToMy He moryia 3aMeTUThb, Kak
KPaCHbIM OI'HEM BCITbIXHY/IU I71a3a UMIleparopa.

bepemeHHOCTP ApyM MoOIVIa U3MEHUTH BCE! ANOBUTBHIM  yepBb
CTpeMHUTeNbHO Tomon3 K cepauy Begana. Uto oH Oyzaer ngenarb, eciu Apusi
okakeTcsi bepemeHHON? M36aBuThCs OT eé pebeHka? [la oHa B )KM3HU HUKOTJA
ero He MPOCTUT, Jla U OH He CrOCOOeH Ha TaKyro TMOJ/I0CTh. [IpUHATEL ero, Kak
CBOero?...

Bompoc, Ha KOTOPKIM OH MOKa He ObL1 TOTOB OTBETUTb.

— Tbl He 3aMep3/7a?— UTOOBI OTBJIEULCS OT TPEBOKHBIX MbIC/IEH, CITPOCUIT
BegaH v cHsAT KamM3071.

— Hert, HeT, MHe He X0JIOZHO! — MOIMBITanack BO3pasuTb ApUsi, HO TeIlIbIA
KaM30J1 y)Ke JieT eil Ha ruieun. U cpa3y 3anax BefjaHa okyTas JieByLKY, ¥ FO/10Ba
3aKpY>KU/ach CUJIbHee.

Panu Bcex boroB u ux mouepen, uto ¢ Hel mpoucxoaut? [louemy oHa cTana
oOpailjaTb BHMMaHHe Ha Bell[d, K KOTODbIM paHbllle Obla COBEpIIEHHO
6e3pa3nuuHa’?

— To1 apokullb, — Ge3are/uIALMOHHO MPOroBOpui BejaH U ¢ UDOHUYHOM
ycmelnikor obaBun: — Ho ecnu Tebsi He ycTpaWBaeT MOWM Kam30J, MOTY
TIPE/IIOKUTH CBOU OOBSITUS?

IIleku ApuM BCHBIXHYJIa C HOBOM CWJIOW, M OHAa MOKauaja rosioBou. OT
OTBeTa eé Crac/o TO, YTO OHU MPUILLIY K aHrapy.



Cpeay TUILIMHBI OIMYCKAIOIIeNCss HOUM MOXKHO ObLIO yC/IBILIATh HeUeTKUN
rosioc M6paruma. OH Haxofuscs BHYTpU ambapa M UTO-TO HErPOMKO TOBODUJI
CIIOKOWHBIM POBHBIM I'0/I0OCOM. BeslaH OTKpBII TSDKeNyr0 [ABepb, MU OHU IPOLLLIA
BHYTpb.

Ecmu 6b1 Apusi He yBU/jlena TIPOUCXO/siijee, OHa Obl He TIOBepu/a UyXXKUM
pacckasam!

B ambape HaxoAW/IOCh C JIeCATOK MUD/IOB. BCce OHU Cuzie/id MOyKPyTroMm,
VUX MOPZbI CMOTpeIy B OJHY CTOPOHY, U Y KaXZOro Iyia3a ropejyd KpaCHbIM
orHem. He Gynb B aHrape ocBelljeHUs] OT HeCKOJILKUX KaH/ensi0poB u dhoHapel,
Apus Obl ucryranach, 3penuile ObUI0 He Ay cnaboHepBHbIX. KpacHble OrHU
I71a3 MPOHUKAJIM B Y111y, BbI3bIBasi MUCTAYECKUI TPeTIeT.

Ha opesine, y cTeHsbl, jie)kasa, Kak goraganack Apus, Yuia. Mosozgas camka
TUXO TIOCKY/MBaja, Myu4asiCb OT PpOJOBBIX CXBaTKaxX, PSJOM C HeW cupesn
W6paruvm 1 T1aui 1o rosioBe, ycriokauBasi. Tam >ke Haxoaunack v bapza.

Apusi 0CTaHOBU/IACh, MPUKYCUB HIKHIOO I'y0y. OHa Mor/ia OmMOUThCS, HO
y Heé BO3HUKJ/IO UyBCTBO, YTO BCe HAXOAALMeCs TYT MUPABI SB/ISAIOTCA YieHaMu
OfIHOM CeMbU, U OHU COOpaUCh TYT, UYTOOBI Mo/AepKaTh Yuury. OHa BCTIOMHUIIA
cnoBa BezaHa o TpyaHbIX pozgax MUpA0B. CamMKa MoIvia yMepeTb, IPOM3BO/s Ha
CBeT [IOTOMCTBO.

W Tyt oHa 3amerwna emjé ogHoro mupza. OrpoMHbId, MOLHee JPYrUxX
KPBL/IaThIX TICOB, C LIIMPOKOM MOPZAOW U C OJHUM ITOBUCLIMM YXOM, OH MeTaJsICs —
TO-IPyTOMY He CKaxkelllb, — B JIPYyTOM KOHIle am0Oapa. ’KUBOTHOe He HaXOJuJio
cebe MecTa, TO W [eJi0 TIOIVIsiAbIBass B CTOPOHY, T7le HaXOAWIUCh Jpyrue
COPOAUYM.

Camerr Yusbl.

Apus, CMOTPS Ha Hero, JIerko npejiCcTaBuia, YTo MMEHHO BOT Tak, B CyeTe, B
Iepe)XUBaHUAX, B  CMATEeHUM, T[IPOK/IUHAsA JKUBOTHble WHCTUHKTBI U
HeCIpaBe//IMBYl0 TIPUPOJY, IepeXUBalOT MY)XUUHBI, TOTOBSLMeCs CTaTb
OTL[aMH, KOTZla B COCEHUX KOMHAaTax, Ha Oes0CHeXHbIX MPOCTHIHAX, B TIOTY,
UCTIBITHIBAs CU/TbHeMIe 601, POXKAOT UX YKEeHII[UHBI.

Tak ke ¥ 3TOT MUP[....

Y Hux ObIIO BCE, Kak y Jitofiel.

Tereps y>ke Apusi cama, IIaXKOK 3a IIa)KKOM, rpubnusunack K Benany u
B3si/Ia TOTO 3a pyKy. Eif Heobxoauma Oblia MoA[eprKKa.

— ThI Kak?

— BrieyatsieHa, — yeCTHO npU3Hasiach Apus.

HNo6aBuTh el UYTO-TO OHAa He Yycresa, TOTOMY 4YTO Yuia wu3jaia
TIPOTSKHBINM CKy/iex, ¥ VIbparvm rpuHsiji OT Heé 1MepBoro IeHKa.

[Jasiblile pUIIo Bpemsi Maruu.



PokzeHHBIN I1IeHOK ObI ypoZIieM, Tak, Mo KpailiHeil Mepe, MOKa3aaoCh
Apun. Iloromy uTo OH poauacsi 0e3 KOXKUA. Y HEro MpoCMaTpPUBAINCh
BHYTPEHHMeE OpraHbl, KDOBEHOCHasA CUCTEMA, >KUJIbl U MBILILbI. YBUJEB MaJibIlla,
Apus ucnbITana CAibHeuIee coxkaneHue. Kakas HecripaBeyIuBOCTb! MyuuThCS
B POJax H....

onymarb OHa He ycresa, IOTOMY UTO axHyJia OT U3yMJIeHUs.

[TpsiMo Ha eé r1a3ax, C TeJOM IlleHKa CTaJu TPOUCXOUTh MeTaMOop(hO3bl.
Het, Ha ero Tesie He MOSBU/IaCh KOXXa, BepHee, OHAa MOSBU/IAChb, HO B BUJE...
KOJIbUYTH, MaJIeHbKUX CTa/IbHbIX YellyeK. bbICTpO, CTpeMuTe/IbHO, OHa
TOKpPbIBaJia BCE TejI0 MaJibIllia.

— BepaH....

['onoc gporxyi.

— Popuiics BouH, Apusi. Benvkuii HermobeiMMbIi BOWH.

BenaH vcnbIThIBaZ ropA0OCTb. TOUHO POAW/ICA He LIEHOK, He KUBOTHOe, a
ero ChbIH.

AHasorrnuHble 4YyBCTBA MCHBITBIBAT W camel] Yumnbl. OH Tof0exkan K
MOparumy ¥ MOp/i0¥ TKHY/ICS eMy B JlaZloHd. My>KUMHa YIbIOHY/ICS, TPO/I0/Kast
Jlep>KaTb HOBOPOXKJIEHHOI'O Ha PyKax.

— 3T0...3T0 KoJibuyra....Ho kak....boru, BenaH, kKak Takoe BO3MOXXHO? —
Apusi He Haxo/ju/Ia CJI0B, UTOOBI Mepe/iaTh OXBATHBIIIME €€ IMOLIUU.

— Bot npo 310 s TeGe u roBopusa, Apus. BTopasi CylIHOCTb, MHP/IOB,
noMHMIIL? Korza poskgaeTcss MUpP/, TIPUPO/ia HaJie/sieT ero ByMsi 0O/MKaMu —
cobaku C KpbIIbsIMH, M BOWHA, KOTOPOTO HEBO3MOXKHO YOWTh. /la, MasbIlliKa, 3a
BCIO MCTOPHIO CYIIIeCTBOBAaHMSI MHpP/OB, He ObUIO cyyasi, KOrja OH yMep
HAaCU/IbCTBEHHOM CMepThIO. Mupj, ymupaeT OT CTapoOCTH, a >XUBYT OHU
TIPUOIM3UTETBHO CTOJIBKO YK€, CKOJTBKO U JTFO/IH.

Apusi, KaK 3auapoBaHHasi, CMOTpeJia, Kak Ml6parvuM oCTOpo>KHO BO3BpaIllaeT
1[eHKa maTtepu. Ta, Co cjie3aMU B OTPOMHBIX KPACHBIX IV1a3aX, CTajla BbUIU3bIBaTh
JIeTEHBIIIA, CKOJIb3Sl SI3bIKOM [0 CTa/JIbHOM KOXKe. MrHOBeHue CITyCTS K Heu
TIPUCOEVHUIICA U OTel].

— Orolau B CTOPOHKY, — ronoc BenaHa He cpa3y MpPOHUK B CO3HaHUE
JeBYILIKU.

— UT0? — He MOHs/Ia OHa.

BenaH, JOBOMBHBIM TeM, UTO ApHS HWCHOBIThIBAET UYBCTBAa BOCXMIIEHUS,
KoTOopble 6e3 TpyZa MOXKHO OBIIO TIPOYECTh MO €€ JIWIlY, PeIIuTe/IbHO, HO
OCTOPOYKHO OTOZABHHY/ €€ UyThb IpaBee, 0CBOOOXK 1ast TIPOXO/I.

Mup/ibl, 4TO MIPUCYTCTBOBA/IM MPU POXKJAEHUM Ma/IeHbKOro COpoJuYa, BCe,
KaK O[VH, CK/IOHW/IA T0JIOBY B TOUTEHHOM IIOK/IOHE Marepu, a MOTOM CTajiv
BBIXOJIUTb M3 aMmbapa.



MU 5370 OBLIO CTOML BeIMUECTBEHHO, CTOJIb He3abblBaeMo, CTO/b
TpoOrarejibHO, UTO ApHs He BblJleprKajia U pacruiakasach.

— Baine BesinuecTBo...Begas, 4....

OHa cry10THY/Ma NOACTYNUBLINM K FTOP/Yy KOM M 3aMoJ/14asia.

BeziaH uyTh CU/IbHee CKaJl pyKY, KOTOPOUl OOHS/T 1eBYIIIKY.

— ThI xouewb yutu?

— [Ha...HaBepHoe, f1a...MHe....

Apus cHOBa 3amosuana. ['ie HalTu c/ioBa, UTOOBI OTKCaTh €€ ToTpsiceHue?
He B Ka)K[0M ue/i0BeYeCKOM CemMbe BCTPEeTHILb OTLia, KUAILerocsi K CBoeMy
pebeHKY, KaK TOJIKO TOT W3/jaeT TiepBbiii I/1au. ... Peko yBUIUIIb, UTOOBI UTUTH
BeKOBbIe TPaulUU... UTOObI OKa3biBaM MOAJAEPKKY Ha CTydail HeCYacThs. . ..

Eé ceppie 3aHbLIO, ydyalleHHO 3abusock. OHa Oosiblile He CTeCHsIach
CBOUX CJIe3.

— BepnaH.., — cHOBa BbIIOXHY/a OHA. Eil 3aX0Tes0Ch MpUXaTbCsl K €ro rpyau
U CTIPSATaThCSl, CIIPSITAThCSl OT BCETO MUPA, U, TIPEXK/e BCero, oT cebsl.

— YKe yXOIUM.

OH Bufesn, uro Apus C TPYAOM CIpaB/seTcsi C IOTpsiceHUeM. Emy
OZITHOBpEMEHHO ObIO TPUSATHO, UTO pOXK/EeHWe MUpJa TPOU3BeJI0 Ha Heé
CWIbHOE BIleYaT/ieHWe, U BO3HUKJIO UYBCTBO OecriokoiicTBa u3-3 eé cie3. He
CTOUT ei paccTpauBarbCs. Cre3bl JeBYIIKU 3a7enu ero. OH XoTesl BUAETh, Kak
OHa CMeeTCs U ynbibaeTcs, a He Tjiaver.

OHM y>Ke TIOBEPHY/IMCh U COOUpanucCh BBINTU M3 ambapa, Kak yC/IbIaau
TIUCK/ISIBBIN J1al, KOTOPbIM U JlaeM-TO ObLIO TPYAHO Ha3BaTb. HOBOpPOXKIeHHbIN
T10/1aJ1 FOJIOC.

U ctpanHOe Jesio — BefiaH pe3ko 0CTaHOBW/ICS, U CTPEMUTETLHO 006epHY/ICs
K Nbparumy.

TOT TOXKe MOBEPHYJI FOJIOBY B CTOPOHY YXOZASILe napsl.

VX B3r/I11bl BCTPETU/IUCh.

MonmuanuBbiii AUanoOr ABYX MYXXUMH ObUI TIOHSTEH J/MIlb UM, ApuUs
octanack Oe3yuacTHol. [la U He obpaTusia OHa BHMMaHHe Ha 3TOT HeOOJbIION
VIHLIU/IEHT.

A crowuJio.

[ToToMy UTO OH MOT KOpeHHBbIM 00pa30M W3MEHUTh €€ KU3Hb....

Briiifs 13 amOapa, Apust IPUHSIACh »KaJHO T7I0TaTh BO3AyX. /JJaBHO Ha Heé
HHUYEero He OKa3bIBajlO CTOMb CUIBHOTO BIleuaT/ieHUs, KaK pOXKAeHWe MHupJa.



Ilepep r1asaMu 10 CUX MOpP CTOs/Ia CLieHa, KOrja camel] KpyIHbIMU NPbDKKaMU
Opocusicst K CBOel caMKe C /IeTeHbIIIeM.

Apus BCXJIMIIHy/Ia U 3aKaja pOT pykaMu. UYTO-TO OHa TII0f KOHel|
pPacuyBCTBOBajlaCb M HUKAK He MOXeT co0parbCs, YCIOKOMThCS. A Hafo.
Briepey HOUb, KOTOPAsi TOXKe MOIVIA el TIPernogHeCTU Cropripu3bl. Began HUuero
He FOBOPWJI, I7le OHU OCTaHOBATCS Ha HOYb.

— Apus, — 103BaJjl CJIelOM BbILLIEALINN MY>KUUHA.

HeBy1ika ObICTPO CMaxHYy/a C/e3bl C JIUIa, MOCAeJHUI pa3 BCXJIUIHY/A U
rocTapanach yabIOHYThCS.

— To, uro s ceiuac Bujena....Muppl, OHU uyHecHbIE...0COO0eHHO
HOBODPOXX/I€HHBIMA. . .

My>kurHa OKas3asicsi psiioM, U ecid Obl Apusi He Oblsa MIOTpy’KeHa B CBOU
MBIC/IM, TO HEINpPeMeHHO 3aMeTh/ia ero CypOBBbIM B3IVISL[ U JKeCTKUe CK/IaJKd
BOKpPYr pra. Beman Obu1 HefoBosieH. Ero camble Xy/iive —OrnaceHUs
IO/ TBEP>KJa/IUCh.

Terepb OH MOYTH HE COMHEBAJICS, UTO /IeBYIIIKA XK/1eT pebeHKa.

IIpoknarse!

OH c cunoii cxkan ryosl. Celiuac He MoOAXO/sIiee BpeMsi JiIsi pa3roBopa, HO
KaK TOJIbKO OHU BEPHYTCSI B AppO, OHa He CMOXXeT YHUTH OT OTBeTa.

— Tbl TOXe TMOHpaBWIaCb UM, — CKas3ajl BefaH, craparesbHO MBITAsACh
130aBUTHCST O HABSI3UMBOMW MbIC/IA O OepeMeHHOCTA Apuu. Ero B3r/si MeTHY/ICS
K Taauu [eBYLIKUA. XyleHbKHe KOCTH, OH C JIeTKOCTbIO CMOXKeT OOXBaTUTh eé
nByMs pykamu. U rpyau....boru, kakve y Heé pockouiHsle rpyau! [Toka ¢ Humu
TOKe He TIPOU30III0 HUKAKHUX U3MEeHEeHU M.

BooOpakeHne, KOTOpoe cerofiHs ObIJIO He Ha CTOpPOHe UMIIepaTopa,
«YCJIY)K/IMBO» HApUCOBa/lO0 KapTUHY, I[le MJaJleHel] MHTeHCHMBHO MbeT IPyAHOe
MOJIOKO, CJIaIko MPUYMOKUBasi ryOkaMu. BefiaH efjBa /ii He 3aCTOHA/ BC/IYX OT
beccunbHOU SIPOCTH, 3apoXKaroliieiicst B Tpyau! OTOT pebeHOK Jo/mKeH ObITh OT
Hero! OT Hero, ZibIBO/ BCex mobepu!

Apusi, He TIOfl03peBaroIiasi O CTYIAOIIUXCS Hajl eé To/I0BOM Tydax, poOKo
CIIpOCHUIa:

— [Touemy BbI Tak pemmnu? Hy, 4To 1 UM roHpaBuiIach?

— 5 ipocTo 3Haro.

Benan HUUero He cka3an ApuM, UTO IIeHOK YW/bl BbIOpan eé B KauecTBe
cBoeil cryTHULIbL. Tereps OHU OyAyT CBsI3aHbI KPETIKMMU He PBYIIUMUCS y3aMH.
HeBymiky OyzneT TSHYTb B MUDOHUIO C HETIOCTW)KUMOU CUJION, [I0 TeX Top, TIoKa
IIIeHOK He TI0fIpacTeT, ¥ He CMOXKeT ObITh PSiZIOM C Hel.

To, UTO MeXXy MUD/IOM U /IeBYIIIKOW BO3HUK/IA CBSI3b, ObLIO HEBEPOSITHBIM.
[lepBasi >keHIWHA, CTyMuBIIasi Ha 3emyit0 Muponuud. O6 3TOM c/iefjoBasIo



noroBoputh ¢ Mbparumom. N obcynuth panbHeliIve AecTBUs 0 UX OTOLITUS.

— {1 paga....Ilotomy uto...BenaH, usBuHWUTE, 9 He MOIYy I[PaBUIBLHO
riepe/iaTb Te UyBCTBa, UTO celyac UCMbIThIBal0. MHe Obl XOTe/N0oCh OTAOXHYTh.
Y>Ke HOUb.

BoT oHa ¥ KOCHy/ach TeMbl UX HOUYeBKU. Cpa3y BO3HMKJIO BHyTPEHHee
HarpsbkeHWe, ¥ BCTIOMHUIUCh CTPACTHBIe 0OBSITUS ero Be/inuecTBa.

Benan Toxe rogymai o6 oobsaTusix. U o cioBe, KOToOpoe Jait.

— Apus, K COXaJIeHHI0, 3/1eCb, B MUPDOHUU s He CMOTy Tebe MpeioKUTh
JOCTOMHBIN HOusler. MHe CTpOST pe3u/IeHI1I0, HO TOoKa TaM BeAyTcsi paboThl,
roToBa OHa OyzieT uepe3 HeCKOJIbKO MeCsLieB.

— BbI cTpouTte cebe TyT pe3ujieHINIO? — Mepecripocuia Apus, U TIJIOTHee
3aKyTasiach B KamM30J/1 UMIleparopa.

B HeM Ob1J10 OUeHb YIOTHO U TeIIO. ...

— [Ha. Temy cebst Hafie)xoON, UTO B CKOPOM BpemeHU BepHeTcst CTOKI, U
Torga 51 Oy/ly BosieH BbIOMpAaTh TOT »KU3HEHHBIN MyTh, KOTOPBIM MHe T0 Aylie. A
MOSI AyLla NpUHAaJ/IeXUT MUupoHUH.

— 31ech uygecHo....

— Apus, — no3sBan Bepman, 1 korga JeBylllKa IMOBepHYyJia K HeMY TOJIOBY,
CKa3aj C HeToKo/ieOMMOol pellrTeIbHOCThIO B Tosioce: — MoeMy oMy B ZIO/IMHE
HYy>kKHa OyzieT xo3siiika. U s xouy, 4ToObI €10 cTasa Thl.
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HNopora pomoii nokasanack Apuu Oosiee ObicTpoit. OHa He 3Hasma, UTO
VIMIlepaTop IpuKasas rHath Jjolajeid. EMy Toxxe He Teprnesock MonacTb J0MOM
I10 JIByM IIpUYMHAM.

[lepBasi — OH >Ka)KZa/i y3HaTh, UYTO UMEHHO XOTeJ eMy CKa3aTb 00 Apuu
Asrycr JlaBepy. I1puiiia mopa pa3BesiTb TEHU €€ TIPOLLJIOTO.

Bropasi mpuumHa Oblia HampsiMyro CBsi3aHa C TiepBoil. [lepen TeM, Kak
NMOKUHYTh Muponuto, Benan BcTpetuscs ¢ MbparumoMm. Mexay My»KUMHaMu
COCTOSIJICS 3aHUMaTeJIbHbI pPa3roBOP, KOTOPbIM WMIIepaTOp BHOBb W BHOBb
TIPOKPYyYMBasl B r0OJIOBe.

— Thl TOHSAJ, UTO IIIEHOK YWIbl BbIOpaq TBOI JKEHIMHY B KauecTBe
COyTHULBI? — cripocus MbparuM, beciiriymMHO nozaxo/ist K Besany.

TOT KUBHYIIL.

— Ha.

— UT0 Aymaellib 10 cemy TOBOAY?

— Yro y Apuu HempocTasi cyasba. 1 uTo 3Ta zAeByiiika ocobeHHas. Mupbl
He BBIOMPAIOT TJIOXUX JIFOfeH.

Mb6parvm KUBHYJI U TIOHSLT JIMLO K HeOy.

— Cronbko 3Be3a.... Hu ogHou Tyuu. PockoliHass HOub, MOW UMITEPATOoP.

— A yTo ThI AiyMaeliib 06 Apuu, 6pat?

Ins Benana oueHb BaxXHO Obu10 MHeHue MGparuma.

Tor, mposo/kasi CMOTpPeTh Ha 3Be3/jHoe HeOO, OTBeTUII:

— Cynpba JgeBylIKM elé He ormpefieneHa. Bcé oueHb TymaHHo. U
rponuioe....OHa He )KejlaeT OTIIYCTUTh MPOLILJIOe, a 3TO onacHo. OueHs. [s eé
Oymyiero.

— Mbparum, Tl CHOBa TOBOPMIIIb 3araikamu!

WNHorga BesnaH He MoHMMas CBoero Ha3BaHHOro OpaTa. B kakoil-ro mepe
TIPOBHU/IEl], OH He CIellW PacKpbIBaTh 3HaHUW. Kum yenuHeHHO, 001asncs C
Y3KMM KPYIOM JIHOel, U TO JIMIIb C TeMH, KTO TIPOXKMBa/J Ha TeppPUTOpPUH
MupoHUH, a Takux ObIIO eAUHULIbI. MUp/bI, Te, UYTO ObUIM CBOOOAHBIMU, U He
BbiOpanu cebe mapy cpeau Jitofiell, 0co00 He >kajoBaiu UyKakoB. OHU
TIpeKpacHO Moru 06xonuThes U 6e3 mroaeit. [la, korna Bo3HUKaa MoTpeOHOCTh
B [1ape-yejioBeKe, OHU BbIXOJWU/IA B TOPOJA.

Tak v cimyunsiocs B cBOE BpeMs ¢ bapgoi. OHa cama nipuiiiia Kk Beznany.

— Bonblllero MHe M He [aHO 3HaTh. [leByIKa Xopoiiasi, 6eperu e€, mou
VIMIIepaTop.



Began xoren eljé crpocuTh mpo Apwuio, HO Mbparum, pa3BepHYBIIIHCH,
OTITPaBUJ/ICS B aM0Oap K CeMbe YWJIbI.

M3 TtemHOTHI, OeciiymMHO cCTymas, Bbiila bapgma. OHa mofomuia K
MMIepaTopy YW TKHY/JIaCch MOPJOM B €ro JiafioHb. TOT ToOrnagui eé 3a yxom U
OITyCTHJICSI HA KOPTOUKH.

— Hawurpanacs? — nackoBO crnipocui MykuvHa. OH 3Has, 4TO B [OJIMHE Yy
bapjbl ecTtb camel], 10 KOTOPOMY OHa TOCKyeT. bapza ornycTtuiack Ha 3eMIIto,
JIOBOJIbHASA U T10-CBOEMY CUaCT/IMBas.

A BepnaH noaHSICA ¥ OTHPABWICA K UMIIEPAaTOPCKOMY 3CKopty. [Ipuiiio
BpeMsi BO3BpalllaTbCsi JOMOU.

Apus apemaria rouTy BCrO gopory. IlepeyromsieHue, Kak MOpajibHOe, TakK U
¢dbu3mueckoe, ckaszanoch. BefiaH He mpensiTcTBOBas eé oT/biXy. HanpoTus, faxe
ObLT pafi, uTO OHa OTAOXHeT. [TycTh HabepeTcst CU, OHU el MoHA00STCH.

[eBylliKa OTKa3asach 3ae3Karb B 3arOPOAHOe TIOMeCTbe uMIieparopa.

— JlaBa'Te JOMOM, — MOMPOCKIIA OHa.

— Ycrana?

— EcTb HemHoOrO.

HacrauBaTth umneparop He CTasl.

B Appo oHu mipubbuid K TonyaHto. [Ipexkie uemM MO3BOMUTH ApUu
BBITIOPXHYTh U3 KapeThl U OCTaBUTh €ro OIHOTO, OH 3aXBaTWJ/I eé JIaJ[OHU B TIJIEH.
HeByimka poOko TocTapanach BBICBOOOAUTH DYKWU, HO KOTZAA TIOHsIA, YTO
Gecriosie3HO, epecTasa BhIPbIBAThCS.

— §1 GnaromapeH Tebe 3a COBMeCTHYHO Moe3lKy B MUpOHMIO, — CKa3zan
BepaH, 3ar/siibiBasi B 171a3a [|eBYILKH.

Ta onycrtuna ronosy. Eit 661710 TPyAHO TOBOPUTH, CMSATEHUE, T10CeTUBIIIeeCs
B /Iyllle, He TI03BOJIS/IO BeCTU cedsi, Kak paHbIIIe.

— DTO MHe CTOUT BaM CKa3aTh OTrPOMHOe Cracubo, YTO Bbl [lanu
BO3MO)XHOCTb COTPUKOCHYTbCSI C Uy[AOM, — CMYIIEeHHO OTBeTW/1a OHa. B
rocsiefiHve AHU ApPUs TIOCTOSTHHO UCTIbIThIBaja poOOCTh U CMYIl[eHUe, CTOUIO
Benany oka3satbcs psfioM. [l Heé Bo3BpalljeHue JOMOW OKa3a/0Ch HaCTOSLLM
ucnbiTaHueM. Crtapasicb u30e)kaTb pa3roBOpOB, OHA TMOYTH BCHO JIOPOTY Jiefasa
BU/I, UTO ipeMJIeT, XOTsI Ha CaMOM jiefie CHa He ObIo.

CNUILIKOM MHOTO TIOTPSICeHUA.

— S1 pag, uto Tebe MOHPABU/IOCH.

— HonuHa c eé oOuTarensiMu — BOCXUTUTE/IbHA. . ..



— Apus....

— Barie BesmmuecTBo....BefgaH, MHe Obl XOTe/IOCh TIOUTH B JIOM, — M Ceiuac
OHa CHOBA CO3HATEeJILHO He /laBajia BO3MOXXHOCTb UMITepaToOpy HadyaTh AUaJor.

He moria oHa 6oJibliie ciiyIiarh ero!

He morna....

C/UILIKOM BOJIHUTETBHO.

CyuIkoM 60/BHO.

BenaH IMoHs/I, UTO /IeBYIIKa CITEIIUT W30aBUThCS OT ero obijectBa. Ilapy
JHEeW Ha3aj 3TO pa3o31uio Obl ero, TOBEPIJI0O B SIPOCTb, Celuac OH caM
YyBCTBOBaJI ITOTPEOHOCTh OCTAThCSA B OIMHOUECTBE U ITOyMaTh.

— 3aBTpa Omwke K obemy s ripuesly K Tebe, — CKa3al OH, W MPWKaCs
rybamu K pyke Apun. Kakas ke oHa ciajkas. ....

Apusi, B3BOJIHOBAaBIIUChH eI CWIbHEe, y4YallleHHO 3abllllaB, OTKpbLia
JIBEpLy KapeThl U TOCHelu/a BbIUTH.

Ha Helt nmo-mipe>kHeMy ObLJT KaM30/1 UMIIepaTopa.

— JInaH! — 3aKkpuruasa JieByllika, BOM/sA B oM. — JIuaH!

OHa, MMOCTaBUB JIOPOKHBIM CAKBOSDK MPSIMO TIOCPe/IMHe X0J1/1a, mobekasia Ha
BTOpOM 3Tak. OHa CrielmIa, MyTasCh B HIWKHUX 100KaX, U PHUCKOBa/a YI1acTh.
Ho Apus Haxoqu/iach B TaKOM B3BOJIHOBAHHOM COCTOSIHWM, UTO HU Ha 4TO He
obpairiajia BHUMaHUsI.

E¥ »)kr3HeHHO HeoOxoMMo ObII0 yBUJEeTh JInaHa.

— JIviaH, Tbl T1€? — CHOBA KPUKHYJIA OHa.

B oTBeT TUIIMHA.

MeByliika, rpoberasi 0 KOPHOPY, pacraxyBajia JBePH W 3arvisi/blBaia B
KoMHatbl. Ho HU B criasibHe, HU B OMO/IMOTEeKe MOJIOZIOr0 UesioBeKa He ObLIo.

— l'ocrioxka Apust, UTO C BaMu?

3a HeM, 3anbIXaBIIMCh, NMOAHMMANACh M3ombaa. C pacKpaCHeBIIMMUCS OT
Oera 11eKkamMH, Kyxapka C HeJJloyMeHHeM M HEKUM CTPaxoM CMOTpeJ/ia Ha TOCTIOXKY.

— I';me JInaH? — mepexops cpa3sy K fieny, TpeboBarebHO CITIPOCHIa ApHsi.

Kyxapka, iep>kach 3a cep/Le Y MbITasgiCb BOCCTAHOBUTH [IbIXaHUe, OTBETUJIA:

— Tak oH eI11é c yTpa B IMOPT OTOLI. ...MbI BaC CE€TOHS U He XKAAJIH. ...

— B mopT? — r7a3a [eBYIIKW JIUXOPaJIOUHO 3aberaiv W3 CTOPOHBI B
CTOPOHY. — A KaK MHe HalTHU MaJIbUMIIIKY, UTO Obl OH....XOTSI HET, He Ha/l0 3BaTh
Maspuuiiky! f cama....cama....

— TI'ocrioxka ie Cenunr, moboiliTeck Boroe, fa Ha Bac nMIla HET, KyZa BbI B



TakKOM CcoCTossHUu!!....

— W3osbaa, He HaJ0, — ApUsi TIOMOPILUIIACE.

— Tak xoTs1 Ob1 yast McCTieliTe UM Ha Xy/0M KOHel], MOJIoKa!

— He Hazio, HUYero He HaJj0, — KaK 3aBOPOXKeHHasi, TpobopmoTana Apusi, U,
o6oruyB M3o/bay, nocrelimaa BHU3.

A Kyxapka, HaXMYpPHBLIHWCb, [T0Ka4yasa rojsoBoit. Ja yx...Eil npuxogunocs
C/Iy)KUTb B HECKOJbKUX [lOMax, HO OHa BIIepBble CTOJIKHY/JaChb C TeM, UTO
XO35IMKY X0UeTCsl U 110KaJleTb, U OCYJUTh, U MOKe/aTh CUaCThs. ..

Apus Bbibexkana Ha ynaully U c obnerdeHveM B3[j0XHYy/a, KOTZA yBUjena,
YTO WMIIepaTopcKasi KapeTa CKpblach U3 BuAy. B riybuHe fyiiv JeByIKa
oracasnach, yTo BefiaH He yezieT, peluT ocTaThbcsi. A 3To OyzeT KaTacTpodoi.

[ist Heé.

[eBy111Ke 10OBe3/10 BABOMHE, IIOTOMY UYTO He yCIiesia OHa IPOUTH U KBapTall,
KaK yBH/le/la U3BO3urKa. MaxHy/ia pyKOu, TOT YC/IY>K/IMBO OCTaHOBUJ/IACh, U yXKe

Heob6xo1UMo ObII0 YBUZETh JIaHa.

Ha «beanmnue» ero He 0kKa3ajnoChb, CKa3ajau, YTO OH OTIIPaBUJ/ICSA B TIOPTOBOE
coobiijecTBO. Apus e/jBa He 1oberkasna 3a HUM Ty/ia, HO BOBpeMsi OCTaHOBU/IACh.
JIuaH CKOpoO JI0/>KeH BePHYThCSI Ha KOpabJib, OHa TMOA0K/IET ero B KaroTe.

Apuisi HepBHMYAJIa, OT TOTO He CMOIVIa CITIOKOMHO CUJIeTh, a CTasla XO4UTh I10
KaroTe, 3ajlaMbiBasg pyKU. BpeMs TgHY/IOCh yXacHO Me[JjieHHO. TUK...Tak...
TUK....TaK....

Korga ke moC/bIIIanvCh TOPOIUVIMBBLIE IIard, CIyCKarolUecs K KaroTe,
Apust mobexkasa HaBCTpeuy.

— Jluan! — 3akpuuasa oHa U OpocrIach B 0OBSITUSI MOJIOZIOTO UesioBeKa.

ToT molaTHY/ICS, U Kpelde TIPU»Kas eBYIIKY K cebe.

— Apus, uto ciayunnocs? [ToueMy Thl MeHs uckKana? UTO IIPOUCXOAMUT. . ..

— JI1aH. .., — roJIoC [eBYyLIKU APOTHY/, U KOI/la OHa MOJHs/IA JIMLIO K BepXxy,
10 1jeKaM ITOKaTU/IMCh KpyIHble cyie3bl. — JIuaH, goporou, popHou! Tel MHe
obGerrian, uto Mbl yegem! Tak faBaii yemem! Bpocum Bcé, ToBap, oM U yeziem!
I[Mpority Tebsi! YMmonsito, AaBait yeziem. ...

— Apusi, Apus! Ycriokoticst! — JInaH 00XBaTH/ JTUIO AEBYIITKU J1aJOHIMU. —
Tbl cama He cBosi! 51 Tebst He y3Haro! TTofoxau, He Tiaub! A CKaXkyl ydllle, 4To
nipou3oriiio! mmneparop obuzen tebss? OH B3si1 TeOst CUITON?

Apusi BCX/IMIIHY/Ia U SIPOCTHO 3aTpsiC/ia TOJIOBOM, OTUero Oe/l0CHe)KHbIe
BOJIOChI BLIOW/TMCH U3 TIPUYECKHU.

— JIuaH...OH xopoiwmii....OH MOXeT ObITb OueHb XOPOIIUM....OH MOXKeT
OKasaTbCs Jy4yluM....OH...boru!!! OH HauMHaeT MHe HPaBUTHLCH. ... CIIBIIMILID,
JInaH, HpaBuThCs! [loXKanyrcra, IPUKa)KU MOJAHUMATh SIKOPb U OTIUIbIBaTh! MBI



[OJDKHBI Cceryac ke, HeMe/lJIeHHO OTIUIbIBaTh! MHe Hejb3s1 HaXOAUThCSI B Appo
u !

— Tak, cron, Apus! IIpekpatu nucteputs! — JIvaH B3I IeBYLLKY 3a IJIeYd U
NeroHbKO TpsixHyn e€. OH, Kak ¥ OOMBIIMHCTBO MY)KUWH, TeprieTb He MOr
YKEHCKUX UCTepUK. — 51 HUuero He TIOHSIT U3 CKa3aHHOTO TOOOHO.

— JInaH, Mbl JOJKHBI. . ..

— A, Hy-Ka, moiifieM! — Ha 3TOT pa3 MOJIOZOM Ye/ioBeK OecliepeMOHHO
pa3BepHYJI /IeBYIIIKY U JIETOHBKO TOJTOMKHY/ eé K /uWBaHy, 0butoMy OGapxaTom.
Apusi TIOC/IYIIIHO cejla U o0XBaTW/a ryieurd pykamu. OHa 1M cama TIOHUMaJa, uTo
riepertysa Iajky, 4To He CJiej0Baji0 BOT TakK KuJarbcd K JIvaHy, B cjie3ax U C
Mosibbamu. Ho 3mMo1iiy oKa3anuch CUbHee.

JIuan mofomién K 1mkady M Hamua ABa Ookana BuHA. [leByIlKe TIeCHY/T
nobosibitte. TlosiBneHre Apyu B T/IauyIl[eM COCTOSTHUM BCTPEBOXKUIIO ero. OH-TO
PaCCUMUTHIBa, UTO MOe3/Ka C UMIepaTOpOM TIOMOXKET el TMOHSITh, UTO O/M3Koe
3HAKOMCTBO C MY)KUMHOM — 3TO He TaK Y)K M TUIOXO, KaKk OHa BOuaa cebe B
TOJIOBY.

OH ommmocs.

— Hepxu.

— 4 He xouy...

— Ien.

Apust ripuHsisia 60Ka ¥ ObICTPBIMU TJIOTKaMU, MOPIIaCh U JIaBsICh, OCYIIIKIA
ero. JIuan mosiua HabmoAan 3a AeByiikoii. OH He TIOMHW/I, KOT/Ia B TIOC/IeJHUIM
pa3 Bujen ApHI0 B CTOMb TUIAYeBHOM COCTOSTHMM. Kakve Obl HeB3rofbl He
o0OpyIIMBaIMCh Ha HUX, OHA BCerjla cTapaiach Jiep>Kathesi 00/Ipo, He C/laBaThCsl.
HanpoTuB, UIMEHHO OHa MO//IeP>KKUBaj ero, KOrfa OH roTOB ObLT CBEPHYTh Ha3afl
C BbIOpAaHHOTO MYTH. A UTO ke ceiuac?....YTo U3MeHWIOCh 3a HECKOJIbKO JTHeM,
YTO OHA MpOBeJia HaeJHe C UMIIepaTopom?

— Apus, Tbl YCIIOKOWJIAaCh?

— HemHoro.

Ceituac, korja BOJIHBI T[IaHUKW OTCTYNWIM, ApHd OCO3Ha/la, Kak
beccMbic/ieHHO Bena cebs. YcTpouwsna 1iesioe TipefcTaBieHue! VcnbiThiBas
packasiHie, OHa TTIOCMOTpeJia Ha MOJIOZIOTO uesioBeKa U HerpOMKO AiobaBuia:

— Tbl W3BHMHUIIL MeHs, JIuaH? MHe He CTOWIO IpHe3)KaTb B IMOPT U
oTpbIBaTh Tebsi OT fen. Ha MeHs ...uTo-TO HaIlLo.

Xorss Apusi ¥ TibITanacb TOBOPUThH CIIOKOWHO, JIMaH BUJes, UTO eu I0-
npe>xHemy 6onpHO. OHa He CMOTpesia B T71a3a, OTBOAWIA B3IVIS, a 3TO ObLIO
IJIOXUM TIPU3HAKOM.

OH, MOCTaBUB Ha CTOJI He TPOHYThIN OOKa C BUHOM, TIOZIOIIEN K JIeBYIIIKe,
CeJi PSiIoM U TIPUTSIHYJ eé K cele.



— Apus, faBaii Ha yuCTOTY. §1 celiuac TOIMBITalOCh OOBSICHUTHL CUTYAL[UIO,
KaK BWXKY eé s1. U ec/m mocsie 3TOro, Thl 3aX0Uelllb yeXaThb, Mbl ye/leM HeMe[JIsl.
Xoporio?

— Xopotto.

[onoc Apuu 3Byuyan Tuxo U xpuruio. OHa cHoBa Ooposack C
TMOJACTYIMBLIVMHU CJIe3aMHU.

— Tak Mmoy4usnoch, 4To TBOS CyAbOa repeceksach C CUJILHBIM U BJIACTHBIM
MY>KUMHOM, KOTOPBIA MOHauaay MpOCTO Bo3kenan Tebs. OH, MoporpeBaembiii
CTPacCThbIO, XOTeJI MOAyuYuTh TBOE Tesmo. Ho He monyuns. f He 3Haro, Kak y Bac
TIPOUCXOJ W/ BCTPEUH, TOJIBKO OHU Ha CEeroJHSLIHUA MOMEHT MPUBEIN K TOMY,
YTO WMIIePaTOp OTPOMHON W CUBbHON ApPDOHUM WUCIIBITHIBaeT K Tebe Kyza
Oosibllie, ueM CTpacTb WM MUMOJiIeTHOe yBieueHue. [loka Tebss He ObIIO
OCTOPOXKHO TOpaccrpallvBai kuTeaed Appo U HUKTO, HU OJUH Ue/lOBeK He
CKasaJs JypHOro npo uMrneparopa Beziana. Bee xesanv eMy Z0JITUX JIeT )KU3HU U
rpaB/jieHusi. JDTO TOBOPUT O MHOrOM, — JIMaH yBU[es, KaK Xy[eHbKue Iieud
Apuu cropbunuch. — A ellé JIOU >Kenajd eMy CeMeMHOTO CyacTbs. Y Hero
HUKOTJia He ObUIO BO3/t00/IeHHOU. Bl (paBOpUTKY, Kak y Jit0OOro mpaBUTess,
HO HU OfIHA He 3aJiepyKajiach B ero nocreau Hagoaro. OH X/eT Bo3/1t00/IeHHYO.

JInaH 3amosuas, oxuzgast perimki Apuu, HO OHa HUYero He CKasasa, JIUILIb
rioKayJasia rojioBOu.

OH npoo/IKUI:

— Apus, 51 y>)Ke TOBOPWJ/I M TIOBTOPIOCh, Thl JOCTOMHA CUaCThbsi. CeMenHOoro.
N He crout myrarbesi Oymyiero. Ceifuac, HaXofsiCh TIOJ, BIleYaT/ieHWEM OT
rnoe3fku B MUDPOHHIO, Thl MOJKeLb HAaTBOPUTh HeNOINpaBUMbIX Jen. S Tak
T0/I03p€eBaro, UTo 3a 3TU [JHU, KOI/la UMIIepaTop MOCTOSSHHO HaXOAUJICS PAOM C
TOOOM, ThI MOCMOTpesa Ha Hero JpPyruMu T/na3amu. He ria3amMu [1eBYIIIKH,
KOTOPYHO TTOCTOSIHHO MBITAKOTCS B3STh, IPUHYAUTE CUIOU. Thl caMa TOJIBKO UYTO
CKa3zasa, 4To ero BeanuecTBO Tebe MoHpaBW/ICs. Tak uero Thl OOUIITBCS?

Apusi oAHsIa TOMOBY M BCTPETWIACh B3IVISIZAOM C MOJIOABIM UYeIOBEKOM.
Tot B3gpOrHyn. OH He cMOT IPOOUTHCS CKBO3b BO3BEJIEHHYIO CTEHY.

— ThI 3Haelb.

— 3Haro, HO MoJyMai elé pas.

Apus Kperko 3aKMypu/iach.

— §1 Bcé pemmna, Jluan. Ecim....ecnu Thl CO MHOW He MOEAEIb, S TIOUMY
Tebs1, — KaXk/loe CI0BO aBajioCh AeByIlKe C TpyAoM. — [loliMy U OoCyXAaTh He
Oyay. 51 u Tak Tebe mo/KHA MO TPOO KU3HU. MO [IO/IT Tak BeJIMK, UTO s HUKOTZA
He cMory Tebe ero oT/aTh. ...l MPOJO/KY CBOM MyTh OJ[HA U....

JIuaH, He [OC/IylIaB [eBYIIKY, MOJOLIENT K HeW U, OKa3aBLIUCh DPSOM,
KPErKO OOHSI/I, TIPUKas roioBy K FPY/U.



— PogHast, o uem ThI ToBOpUIIL? §1 HUKOrAa Tebsi He Gpory. Kyza Tel Oe3
MeHH. ...

Tak, OOHSIBIIINMCH, OHU TIPOCH/IENIM HEKOTOpOe BpeMsi. ApHs, YCITOKOeHHast
TETJIOM MY>KCKOTO Tejla, MOouYyBCTBOBasia cebsi syuriie. HeT, mpoub coMHeHMs !
OHa riocTynaeTt npaBUILHO!

OHa He UMeeT 1paBa HaB/leKaTh Ha BelaHa CBOM HeCYacCThs.

JKutenn Appo mpaBbl, ThICAUY pa3 ITpaBbl, — OH JOCTOUT CeMelHOro
cyacTthd. He c Hell.
— JluaH..., — JleBylllKa UyTb OTO/IBUHYy/Jachb OT KamnuTaHa. — Hasel elng,

TIO)Ka/IyMCTa, BUHA.

JIvaH, 3aMeTUB, UTO € Jyullie, MOMbITA/ICS MTOUTYTHUTh:

— YcrpouMm Tmionovky? IlpuriacuM ILUPKOBBIX aKTEPOB, MY3bIKAHTOB U
OyzeM BeceuThCs /10 yTpa?

— Tebe Bcé aypaunTbCs, — OHA JIACKOBO Y/bIOHyMach. — MeHs Ober
BHYTPEHHSIS IPOKb, HUKAK He MOT'Y COTPeThCH.

OHa 1oBeJ/ia MJ1e4amMu M 3arnaxHyJ/ia UMIepaTtopckuil Kam3o/1. C KOTOpPbIM He
JKeJjiajia pacCTaBarbCsl.

JInaH BBITIOJIHW/ MTPOCKOYy ApHH, U KOT/la TIPOTSATUBAJI €l HarloJIHEHHBIN 10
KpaeB O0Ka/l C BUHOM, IIPOTOBOPUJT HAUTPAHHO BeCeJo:

— Pa3 MBI ckopo orOyzeM u3 Appo, gaii MHe, Apus, ABa-Tpu JHs. He
Oosibiie. Y MeHsI TIOJIOBUHA JKWMaXka pa3bpesiach Mo ropofy, HeoOXoAumo ux
cobpatb. Ha 3TOT pa3 6Ge3 rpoBosiouek. Yepe3 TpH [IHS Mbl OTILIbIBEM, 0O0elljato
Tebe.

— Cnacu6o.

— A moka s XO0uy 3HaTh, Kak IIpolljla TBOS Tioe3gka B MUPOHUIO?
PacckakeIllb MHe BCE MOAPOOHO?

— Kakoii TbI /TF0OO0TIBITHBIM. . .

— TBos npaBpa! A ke He BUHOBAT, UTO ThI IPeBOCXOAHAsA paccKasuulia. Bcé,
s cyiaro!

N Monozio uesioBeK, MOJAOABUHYB CTYJ/I K IMBaHy, CeJl HallpOTUB ApUH.

[ToTOM HaCTYTTUIO BPEMSI O>KUJAaHMUSI.

MmmnepaTop He TIpUILLIEN K ApUM Ha CIeyOIIWM JIeHb.

Ona roBopusa cebe, UTO 3TO K JydilleMy, 4TO, BO3MOXXHO, BeziaH ToHsi,
YTO He CTOMT OHAa ero BHHMMaHUs, YTO B WMIIEPAaTOPCKOM JBOpIie [eBYIIKU
MMeI0TCSl, Ky/la KpacrBee, CrTOBOpUYMBee, JIaCKOBee.



Ona roBopuia cebe, a caMa TO W [eJi0 TIOAXOAWIA K OKHY, OTO/BUrasa
3aHaBeCH U BCMaTpuUBasach B JOPOry....

OH He npuesxail.

Knana Apusi U Be4epoM.

OH e 00b1uHO ¢ Bapzoii rymsii mo3gHUMU Beuepamu, U K Hell TIPUXO/W/ B
5TO BpeMs. ...

TuimHa.

HukTo He mocTyuasn B e€ KajluTKy.

HUKTO He MpOHUK Ha TePPUTOPUIO eé 1oMa.

Bepan He mipuriiésn.

YTpo BTOpOro AHSl BbIJANOCh NMacMypHbIM. beccoHHass HOub Ay Apum
MokKa3asacb 0OeCKOHeuHO JOoNrod, W OHa pelliuwia TOoBasThCSI B KpPOBATH
TIOZl0/IbIIIe.

Eli He pganu.

HacroiiuuBblii CTyK MOI TIOAHATH W MepTBOro. JleByIlKa B3JpOTHYJIA,
HaKMHY/Ia Ha TJIeuy 1ajib Y MOCTIeln/ia BHA3.

KTo nipuién B Takyro paHb M CTy4asCsl B IBePb TaK, UTO OHa TOTO U IVIsAU
cnetut ¢ netenb? CepAue ApUM TPEBOXXHO CKaloChb. B rosioBe mpomesibkHYy/1a
MBIC/Ib: «ITO He K 100py....»

[Touemy-To OHa cpa3y Togymasna o6 umreparope. Hey>kenu ¢ HUM YTO-TO
cnyunnocs? Hanazenue, rokyiueHue....boru, ga ¢ HUIM MOIVIO C/IyUUTbCS, YTO
yrogHo!!!

Ona nobexarna.

PacriaxHysna JBepb ¥ yUB/IEHHO BbIJOXHY/IA:

— @pep?

YenoBek JIuaHa CTOsT Ha KpbUblie, TOIIAThIBasICh. Py0ailika, BUJHEBIIIasICS
yepe3 pacraxHyThle MOkl KYPTKH, Oblla OKpallleHa KpOBbIO. MoJ1o/iol uenoBek
oL GrefeH.

Y Apuu noJKOCHTMCh HOTH.

— Dpep....

— Tocmoxa Apwus...rocrioka Apusi, BaM HaJl0 CPOYHO ye3xaTb, — OH
TOBOPUJI, ZiepKach 3a /iBepHol Kocsk. — Celiuac xke. Cobupalitecs, 1....

— @pepn, y Tebs kpoBb! 3axoau! HemennenHo 3axoau! 1 obpaborato Tebe
pany!

[eBy11Ka MOTSIHYJIa ero 3a pyKy, HO MOJIOZIOM YesioBeK YIIPSIMO BBIPBAJICS, U
TIOCMOTpeJT Ha Heé U3-TIofl CBeJIeHHBIX Ha TePeHOCHlle KYCTUCThIX OpoBei.

— Tocnioxka Apwusi, HOUbIO ObIT cxBaueH Mchbe MoHTeche! OH 0OBUHEH B
rOCy/lapCTBeHHOM U3MeHe U OpOllieH B THOPbMY.
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Ecnu Apus niosiarasa, uto 00/ibille HUKOT/Ia B )KU3HU He UCTIbITAaeT UyBCTBa,
YTO a/] CIYCTHUJICS 3a Heli Ha 3eMJIt0, OHa O1lIMOanack.

TeMHOTa 0OpymIMIack Ha JIEBYIIKY, IPO35Ch HAKPBITh €€ C ToIoBOM. Mup
TIOMepK.

— T'ocnioxka Apwus, uto Bbl ctoute?! Bol MeHs cibiiunTte?! OfeBanTech, Mbl
[IOJDKHBI ye3KaTb! — paszpakeHHO BOCK/IMKHY/ Dpef,.

— Kak JIuan apectoBad??? O yeM TbI roBopuilib?? Kakas rocynapcTseHHas
V3MeHa.....

— §1 Bam Bcé 00BsicHIO o gopore! Mbl 0O/DKHBI OexkaTh! VMriepaTopckast
cTpaxka npuzet u 3a Bamu! [loxxanyricra, s BaC npouy, ofeBanuTecs!

PerieHue npuiiuio cpasy.

U oHO ObLI0 HeroKoe6uMmo.

— §1 HUKyZa He Toeny, — >KeCTKO CKasasia ApHs U TaK ke, KaK MOJIOAOH
yeJiOBeK, 3allernu/iach 3a JABEPHOM KOCsK. — Ecmu Tebe yrpokaeT oracHOCTb —
6eru! Eciu HeT, TO MpOHAM B IOM M paCCKaXKd, UTO CJTYUM/IOCH!

®pen, obepHYBIIMCHL W YOeOUBIINCH, UYTO 3a €r0 CIOWHOW He CTOUT
MMIIepaTopcKasi CTpaxka, ObICTPO 3arOBOPUIT:

— 1 He nocBsLLeH B 11aHbl Mche JInaHa! OH BbI3Bajl MeHs B TOCTUHULLY /11
Ba)KHOro pasroBopa! SI mpubbUT OfHOBpEeMEHHO C BoeHHbIMHM! B rocrunuiie
b emé mogu  MoHTecke...3aBsa3anoch cpakeHue! Korma mche JlvaHa
YBOAWIHU, €My yAaJ0Ch KDUKHYTh MHe, UTOObI s Bac yBE3 u3 ropoga! BoT u BCE,
4TO A1 3Haro!

Y ApuM 3aKkpy>Kujaach TO0Ba, U €l TMpUIILIOCh coOpaTh BCe BHYTPEHHUE
CUJIbl, YTOOBI He MO/JaThbCsl HaZIBUTAIOLIeIiCsT UepHOTe, U He MOTepsATh CO3HaHUE.

JIuaun B 6eze! Ero 6pocunu B TopbMy! [la UTO OH HaTBOPW/I, UTOOBI €ro
apecrtoBaiu? Kakasi rocygapcTBeHHast usmeHa?!!....

Apud 1mar”y/jia HaBCTpeuy MOJIOLOMY YesI0BeKY U JIaZJOHSIMU JOTPOHY/IAaCh
[l0 ero rpyau.

— ®pep, nocsyIiai, eCM Thl B COCTOSTHUM OeXXaThb, YKPBIThCS, CTyIai, He
pucKyy noHaripacHy! Pa3 Tbl cpakajcsi C BOEHHBIMU, OHU PAHO WJ/IM ITI03[HO
cxBaTaT U Tebsi! He puckyii xu3sHbto, yxoau!

— A Kak e BbI?... — HeJOYMEHHO CIIPOCW/J MOJIOJOM YeJiOBeK W
TIOMOPIIWICS OT OO/,

— Co MHOU HUYEro He CJIYYMTCS, — KaK MOKHO YBepeHHee CKa3aia Apwusi,
TIOHKWMas, YTO BpeT.



Ilo-gpyromy oHa He MoOIIa.

Ona He ocTtaBuT JIuaHa.

— Tocrioxxa, Bbl yBepeHbI..., — MOJIOZOM Yesjl0OBEK CHOBA OIVIIZEe/CS IO
CTOPOHAaM.

— Ha, yBepena. W, nocnymaiu, ®pen, uau caZioM, TaM yBUJUILb ajljiet0, OHa
BbIBeZIET TeOst K 03epy.

Monopoii uesioBeK, O6pPOCUB Ha ApHIO TTOC/AeIHUM HaCTOPOXKeHHBIN B3IVISA/,
KUBHYJI U IIo0esKas.

[eBy1iKa, 3aKpbIB 32 HUM /IBepb, 00eCCUIEHHO TIPUCIOHU/IACh K Hel.

JInan! borm, JIuau!...UYto ke C/Aydusnock....ITouemy Tebsi apectoBasu?
Heyxenmu Bezan 1oj06HbIM 06pa30oM peri e 3a UTO-TO OTOMCTHUTD?

Ho 3a uto?

W TyT cTpalliHas Aorajka BO3HMKJ/A B rojioBe ApUM, 3aCTaBUB Ty T'DOMKO
3aCTOHATh.

OH Buepa 3aberanm K Hel Ha MUHYT [eCATb, He Oosblile, BBIIVIALEN
CyeT/IMBbIM, U OUYeHb TOPOIWICHA KyAa-TO. ApuUsi TaK U He TOHsJ/Ia, 3a4eM OH
3axX0/IWI, HO TIOC/Ie €ro yXoJa OHa He CMOIJIa HaWTU [TOPOKHBIA CAKBOSDK C
BelljaMH, B KOTOPbIX Oblyila B MUPOHUM.

C BelllaMH, XpaHUBILIMMHU €€ 3ariax.

3anax, 3HaKOMbI Maruu J0JIVHBI. ...

Apusi, 4TOOBI He 3aKpHuaTh OT OXBaThIBAIOIIETO eé yrkaca, 3a)kasia cebe por
pyKamu U CTajia 0cejaTh Ha T10J1.

JInaH, TOJILKO He MUP/IBI....TOMBKO He KpblJaTble COOAKHU-BOWHBI. ... 3a HUX
HMMITIepaTop OTIPAaBUT ero Ha Iijlaxy, He pa3oupasich, 6e3 cyza.

Mupabl B UMIIepUM SIB/ISIMCh €1Ba JIM He CBSILIeHHbIMU >XUBOTHBIMU, a
eC/Id YUWThIBaTh, C KakKUM TpernetoM Benan Bapknali[, OTHOCWICS K HUM...
[Towaamp! )XaaTh He IPUXOJUIOCH.

Apusi clienana HECKOJIBKO TyOOKuX B3m0xoB. He BpeMst pacc/iabnaTbcs U
1o/i/laBaThCsl MaHWKe. HeoOXoAMMO y3HaTh, UTO Ha CaMOM /jiejie TIPOM30IIIO C
JInanowm.

YnepxuBasicb 3a CTeHy, ApuUsi Hauajsia I[OAHUMATbCsi Ha HoOru. OHa
obsi3arenbHO pa3bepercs. JIluaH He cymaciiefIIvi, uTOObI TIOCATHYTLCS Ha
MupzoB! Jla v KakuM 06pa3oM OH UX COOMPpAJICs UCII0/Ib30BaTh?

Onu >xe BoMHBI! ApHsi CBOMMHU T71a3aMH BU/ie/ia UX HerpoOuBaemMyro OpOHB!

JInaH, yTO e Thl Hajesal....

Apusi )Xe eMy BCE paccCkasbiBajia. 3aCTOHAaB, [EBYLIKa OTTOJKHYJIACh OT
CTEHBI...UTOObI BCTPETUTHCS C ITAapOU THEBHBIX KPACHBIX I71a3.

Bepas.



OH nipu1uén 3a Hel caM.

He ctan noceuiate UMIIEPaTOPCKYHO CTPasKy.

Ero 6Oonbiiasi ¢urypa BoMHa BO3HUK/IA W3 HUOTKyAd. ApuUs He cCTaja
3a/1aBaTbCd BOIIPOCOM, Kak OH IPOHUK B eé aom. [aBHoe — wmmmepartop,
ye/iIOBeK, Ubsl BJAaCTb B AppOHUM Obla Oe3rpaHWYHOM, HaXOAWICS PSJOM, a,
3HAUWT....

Honymats mMbIc/ib Apyst He CMOIVIa.

[Toromy uto BefaH, cesaB HeCKO/IBKO OBICTPBIX, OOJBIINX, PELIUTEeIbHBIX
111aroB, 0OJIbIle TIOX0KUX Ha TIPLDKKK, 0Ka3asICs PSIOM.

— Tebe He yaacTcst yoexxatb, Apusi e CenvHr.

W cTO/MbKO HEHAaBUCTH, CTOJILKO Mpe3peHusi ObIIo B ero C/ioBaX, 4To Apus
ucnyranack. CTpax, JaBHO 3a0bIThIM, TepBO3/laHHbIN, KOI7la TBOE TeJio
CKOBBIBaeT U Iapasiu3syeT, oxBaTu/a eé. OHa IrpeBpaTuiach B MajleHbKYI0 MYILLKY,
TIOIAaBUIYIO B CETH I1ayKa.

— BegaH...., — HETIOCIYIIHBIMU, B Pa3 TepecoXIMMU T'y0aMU, BbIZIOXHY/Ia
OHa.

WHTyuiys Bo30muiaa, 4TO Ceryac He BpeMsi BeCTH pasroBopbl! Urto
VMIIepaTop HaxXOJAWUTCS B TOM COCTOSIHWH, KOTZia CIy4aliHO 0OpOHEHHOe CI0BO
MOJKeT TIPUBECTH K KaTtacTpode.

U 310 coBo oHa obpoHua....

— $1 sanpemiato Tebe Ha3biBaTh MeHS 10 WMEHW, MaJjieHbKasi JDKUBas
JpsAAHb! — OT KaXk[0ro MpOW3HeCeHHOIo CJI0Ba JeBYIlKa B3/parvsasia, OHU TOUHO
OCTpble JIbJVHKY BOH3aJ/IUCh B €€ TeJIo.

durypa My>XUrWHbI 3ari0/I0HK/1Ia BCE IPOCTPAHCTBO BOKPYI. ApUsl CKaslachk.
A OHa HauBHa#f I0j1arasna, YTo CMOKeT C HUM [I0rOBOPUTbH, BBIIIPOCUTH BCTPeYy C
Jluanom. [la OH U €€ C pafioCTbI0 OTMPABUT B THOPbMY, KaK COOOIHUILY
HeBW/IaHHOTIO 3/107ielCcTBa!

YMonsaTh He uMesia cMmbic/ia. OTO Apus 3Hasa.. ..M 3Ha/ma oueHb XOpOoIlo.

ITosTOMYy OHa CTOsI/Ia U XKAana.

JKnasna, uto uMneparop IpeArpyuMer Jasblile.

OH moJtyar.

MunyTy.

BcMmatpuBancst B eé G7ie[fHOe UCTyraHHOe JIUIIO, KeJiasi MOMYYUTb OTBEeThI
Ha MyuaBiMe ero Bompochkl. [la, ObuM comHeHus. [a, B Aylle uTO-TO
KO/IbIXHY/I0Ch. Ho sviie Ha MrHoBeHue. OHa ripegasna ero. Ilpesana ero Bepy.
JIto60Bb.

Wcnone3oBana ero.

3a UTO U [JO/DKHA OTBeTUThb, KakK U eé npyxok. Xa! He O6bimu oHu
nmoboBHuKamu! KoneuHo! Terneps-To BemaH TMoHMMa, UTO KaXKIbIM €€ IIIar,



Kak7ioe CI0BO, ObIIIO TIpofiyMaso [0 Mejbdaiiiivx mogpobHocTeit! Beé, urobsr
TpUBJ/IeYb €r0 BHUMAaHMeE U 3aBjleUb, 3aMHTPUTOBATh!

[Ipuiii0 BpeMsi paCKpbIBaTh KapThl U MJIaTUTh 110 CYETaM.

OHM HaxOJWIWCh B HeOOMBIIOM XOJijie, TIPSMO OKOJO BXOJHOW [IBEpH.
Beuepom Apus 3aHaBecusa OKHa, U Telepb B KOMHaTe LiapWil IIOJyMpaK,
yrHeTasi U 6e3 Toro Tsokenyto atMochepy. OHa TsDKeso Jpllllazia U CUTbHee
KyTaslach B Lla/b.

3aroBOpUTh CHOBA OHA He PUCKHYJIA.

a v mompocTy He ycresna Obl. ...

Pyka Beziana MeTHy/ach K JieByIlIKe, CXBaTW/a 3a Mpe/Iuieybe U pBaHy/ia Ha
cebs1. ’KamoOHO BCKPUKHYB, ApHsi OKa3asach MIPUKaToON K Tpyu My»uuHbl. Ho
HeHazo/aro. B cie;yroljee MrHOBeHHWe OHa IIOYYyBCTBOBajia, Kak eé
MO/IXBaThIBAlOT HAa PYKU U HECYT K code.

OHa Kperiko 3akKMypu/ach U MpakTAYeCKU repecrasa Ablarh.

HamepeHus ero BenmyecTBa He BbI3bIBa/IM COMHEHUM.

Benan [etlictBoBasn co3HarenbHO rpybo. OH 3Has, CTOUT 3ar/isiHYyTh B
OrpoMHbIe I7la3a Apum, U OH OTCTYnuT. He mpoctut, He 3albyzet, HO yiifeT. A
YXOAUTb U OCTABJISATh €€ B MOKOe OH He cobupaincs. O, HeT, TONBKO He ceiuac!
He Teneps, korga oH noHss eé cyliHocTh! Korza oH pasrajgan eé urpy!

[IIBbIpHYB [I€BYIIKY Ha cOdy, TOYHO He HY)KHYIO Belllb, OH TPUHS/ICS
paccTervBaTh IlUTaHbl. bosbllle HUKAKWX COMHeEHUW. HUKakux CcoKaJleHUHU.
Tereps OyzeT Tak, Kak CKa>keT OH.

NHuave....

[Tocne cHa Apusi Oblia mo/MyoOHa)keHa, [AJIMHHasi O TISIT COpOYKa C
pyKaBaMu B TPU UeTBepTH, He cuuTanacb. U Ta 3agpanach, 0OHa)KWB TOHKUE
OeoCHEXKHBIE JIOABDKKH.

VimMriepaTtop He CMOTpeJI Ha JIMLIO TpejareabHULbL. [1oToM OH el JOCTYIHO
pacCcKakeT IpaBUia HOBOM UTIPHL. ..

IToka xe.....

[Toka rpuiuIo BpeMs YTO/IUTh €/1Ba JIA He 3BePUHBIMN T'OJIOf,

OH OBbICTPLIMM /IBW)KEHUSIMU 3aJpajl COPOUYKY W [AOTPOHY/ICSA [0 TIOTU
JeByLIKU. ETo He B3BO/THOBa/I0O —KOHEUYHO, He B3BOJIHOBa/IO!!!!, — uTo Tesio Apuu
CKajsoch U 3akaMeHeno. OHa He MbITajach CBeCTU HOTHU, He IIPOTUBUIIACH
rpyboMy BTOpPIKEHUIO MasiblieB.

Bcé mpoucxoauio Tak, KakK [AO/DKHO ObLIO TIPOU3OWTHM B MHpe, The
MY>KUKMHBI UMeJIU BJIaCTh HaJ, )KeHILWUHAMU.

Benan mpucnyctun Oproku v jier Ha Aputo. OH He CMOTpen B JIKI[O
JIeBYLLIKM, KOIZla ero IJioTh 3aMeHusa Masblbl. Bxos B BarMHy Apyu OKasascs
y3kuM. OH cpenas TepBYO TIONBITKY, BTOPYHO. 3apbluaB, OH IlajbLiaMU



pa3ABUHY/ HIDKHUE TYOBI [IeBYIIIKH U BTOPICSI B HE)KHYIO TUIOTh.

Apusa He 3akpuyana. He BckpukHyna. OHa He u3zana HU €IUHOIO 3BYKa.
JIvib TJIOTHee Ckasia TyObl U T71asa.

C umrepatopoM TBOPWU/IOCH HeUuTo HeBooOpasumoe. Ero ofHOBpeMeHHO
paszupanu rnporvsBopeuns. dusnueckas cTopoHa JivkoBasia! Ero useH okasasncs
BHYTpDHM JKeJlaHHOW TIJIOTH, €ro Omnajuio0 OrHeM, OIlyIlleHus ObLTH
HerepeZiaBaeMble. Tyrasi, HeXKHasl, crafikas....Kakasi u jo/mkHa ObITh!

A ceppiie obsmBaoch KpoBbio! He cMoTpeTh B /IMI[0 ApUHU....He BUIEThH
I71a3 3TOM Mep3aBKH....He 3HaTh, UTO OHM Haro/iHeHbl 0O/bO...HE 3aMeuaThb
671eTHOCTD €€ KOXKHU. ...He UyBCTBOBATh, KaK OHA JIPOKHUT!

Jt0 BCé urpa! ['psAsHas pacuetvBas urpa!

OHa akTpuca U WCIOJIHSeT po/ib XepTBbl! lleruisgeT »KajoCTbl0 MY)KUUH,
npoOy»Xziasi B HUX MHCTHUHKT 3alllUTHUKA!

Tesi0 My>KUMHBI U TeJsIO [eBYLIKU CONPUKACaIUCh JIUIIb T/10ThI0. BenaH He
norparvBascs 6onee Hurge Ao Apuu. [JOTpOHETCS — WM COXMET B OOBSTHUSX,
3aljeslyeT [0 CMepTH, TPOCTUT JIOXKb, oOMaH, a 3TO He jomycTumo. Wm
[IOTPOHETCS, U SIPOCTh BOCIHbLIAeT HaJl pa3yMOM, U OH CBepHeT eH Lier. A 3TO
TOXKe HeJl0IyCTUMO.

OH 4yBCTBOBaJI, YTO [JO/DKEH HakKas3aTb [eBYLLUKY. 3a ero CMATeHUs, 3a ero
JYMBI, 3a ero Jito00Bb. ...

BoT 0OH U1 Haka3bIBal.

['me TyT OblsIa JIOTMKa — He TIOHATHO, Zia ¥ Obl/Ia /T1 OHa BOOOIIIE. ...

Ero gBwkeHuss ObUTA pe3kuMH, IMyOoKuMMHM. OH KaXKIbIM pa3 BXOJWUT B
JIeBYIIIKY Ha BCIO [JIMHY, CTPeMSICb TIPOHUKHYTh, KaK MOXHO fajblie. Eé 110Th
He jKeJiajla paCcTArUuBaThCs, MOACTPauBaThC M0/, YieH UMIieparopa.

A elllé OH cTapasics He iyMaTh, UTO fiefiaeT eii 60/bHO....Eil ke He 60/bHO?
JIryHbsim 00/IbHO He ObIBaeT.....

B KoMHare cTosiia OmiylIdTe/ibHasi TUILIMHA. Hu My>KurHa, HU [leByIlIKa He
W3/laBaii HUA 3ByKa. JIWIllb WHOTZAQ CJIBIIAJICS >KaJoOHBIM CKpUrl cobhbl U
1laparaHbe TOHKMX HOTOTKOB T10 TIJIOTHOM TKaHM.

Apusi, uToOBI HE COWTH C yMa, BLeMUIach manbijamMu B cody. MimmepaTop
CWIBLHO BO30Y)K/leH, U Hach/e 3aKOHUUTCS OBICTPO.

OHa He omM6/1ack.

HecMoTpss Ha BHyTpeHHHe MeTaHUs, CTPAacTb B3sjla CBO&, U, CJesiaB
TIOC/IeTHHM, CaMbIM ITyOOKUM TO/TUOK, BefaH KOHUMIL.

OH TsKeso Abllliajl, U Kak TOJbKO CeMs IepecTasjio BBIJIeCKUBATHCS W3
Hero, OTKUHYJICS Ha CIIUHKY codbl. [Tofanbiie ot Apuu....

W cHOBa OH Ha Heé He CMOTpeJl.

W tmipaBWIbHO. Apusi CBejla HOTU BMeCTe M HeMNOC/AYIIHbBIMU TajbLiaMu



riorpaBuia copouky. Eit 6b110, UTO CKPBIBaTh U UETO CTeCHSATHCS.

OHa /ieXkasia C 3aKpbITBIMU T7Ia3aMM U TbITanach MpuTU B cebsi. Bot u
CJIyUUJIOCh TO, OT Yero oHa Oexkasia ceMb JJOJITUX JIeT. ..

— 3a To6oti npueayT Mou roau. [IpuroToBbCs.

IIpyvka3s BepaHna BopBasica B co3HaHue Apuu. OHa pacrnaxHy/ia Ivasa U
yBU/le/a, KaK OH IMOJHUMAaeTCs.

1 Apwuto nipopsasio. OHa, IJ1aua, COCKO/Ib3HY/a C CO(bl U PyXHYy/a Ha MoJ,
yriajia Ha KOJIeHU U B3MOJIWJIacCh:

— [Noxanyiicra....IToxkanyiicra, otriycture JIuaHa....

JIujo BejaHa npeBpaTy/ioch B MacKy SIpOCTH U FHeBa. PeBHOCTb JIaBUHOU
obpymanack Ha Hero. OH CMOTpe/sl Ha pacIVIaCTaHHYK Ha Tony ApUK, U
YyBCTBOBAJI, UTO FOTOB YOUTH COTIEPHUKA.

— OH npesiaresib, U OH IOHECeT 3aC/y)KeHHOe HaKa3aHue.

Kakoe Haka3aHue — CripaliMBarb He CTOUJIO.

— Het!!!l — paHeHblM 3BepeM 3akpuuana Apus, U, pblAas, AaBiacb
CcOOCTBEHHBIMU CJie3aMU, TIOTbITA/NacCh AOTPOHYTHCS A0 OpIOK MMIiepaTtopa, HO
TOT CJe/iajl LIar Has3aZJ, U OHa ynana Ha non: — [loxanykcra.....OTIyCTUTe
JIuaHa... ornycture... § Oyxy... Oyay Baiueii 0O0BHUIIEN.... UTPYILKOM. ..
paboii....[JenaiiTe co MHOM, UTO MOXKe/aeTe, JIUIIL OTOycTUuTe JIuaHa....

Benan mobsenHen. fgoButasi KUCa0Ta CTPEMUTEbHO PacpOCTPaHsIach
I10 KPOBH, OCTaBJISAs He3a)KUBAOLLUe 1IPaMbl.

OH cTpeMUTeNIbHO HAK/IOHWICS, CXBaTWI [eBYLIKY 3a IUIeUYd, PbIBKOM
TIOZIHSJI, BCTPSIXHYJ/I, OTUero e€ rosioBa MOTHY/ACh, KaK y CJIOMAaHHOM KYKJIbI, U
SIPOCTHO BBIZJOXHYJI B JIUL|O:

— Tbl roToBa CTaTb MOeW TIOACTUIKOW, JIMIIL Obl BBITAL[UTH CBOETO
nmoOOBHUKA U3 TIOPbMBI?

— OH...He MOOOBHUK. .., — Apusi 3a/ibixaiach OT COOCTBEHHBIX Cle3.

— He Bpu MHe!!! — TOUHO paHeHbI 3Bepb, 3akpuuajl BejaH, U He B
coctosiHUU 0oJsibllle BUZIETh I71a3a JIT'YHbU, XOTe/ OTTOJKHYTh, OTIIBBIDHYTH €€,
KaK MOXKHO Jajblile, HO BMECTO 3TOr0 3alyCTWI Majblibl B pacTperaHHble
BOJIOCHI U €/lBa JId He yMOJsis, MpoienTan: — XoTsg Obl ceiiuac He JTW MHe,
Apus....

Apus X0Tesa YTO-TO OTBETUTh, HO He yCIieJa.

OH Bcé-taku oTmycTyn eé. Paskan manblpl, U [eByllKa, He YCTOSIB Ha
[pOJKalluX Horax, Kak MOZKOLIIeHHas pyxHyJ/ia Ha M0JI.

My>kunHa, 6osiblile He 3a/lepXXUBasiCh, M He OIVISIAbIBAsICh, BhIIIE U3 XO0JI/1a
v JjoMa Apuu.

Y Kpbuiblia ero kiana bapza. 3aBujieB ummnepaTopa, OHa OCKasusia 3y0b.

BriepBhie 3a BCé TO BpeMsl, UTO OHU ObLIA BMeCTe.



Apust Koe-Kak TIOAHS/IaCh ¥ OTIpaBU/Iach MPUBOUTE cebsi B TiopsiZiok. aTu
ObUI0 AMCKOM(OPTHO, MeXAy HOI CaZHWI0, HO GombHO He ObLio. [leBylika
[leMiCTBOBA/la MeXxaHU4eCKU. YMbLIach, 3arjiesia BOJI0Chl B KOCY, Ofie/lach.

W nipuHsiiace Xaarth.

JKnaTe MpUILIOCh HeZ0JIro.

JIronu Mreparopa TIpUIIUIA 3a Helt ObICTPO.

Yo k...OHa Oblsa roToBa.

Ona xzana ero.

JTa MBIC/Ib OZJHOBPEMEHHO I'pesia AyIlly U BbiIBOpauuBasa eé Hau3HaHKy. OH
TaK J0JIFO >XKJaJ 3TOro...TaK MeuTaja YBUZETb €€ B CBOEM Ca/bHe...TaK XOTesl
TIPUKOCHYTBCS K HEll. ...

Omna xzana ero.

IloTroMy UuTO OH IpHKas3all.

U y Heé He ObL710 BbIOOPA. ...

BepHee, OH He 0CTaBWJI el BbiOOpa.

Benan Hanmui cebe GoKasm BUHA U OBICTPBHIMU >KaHBIMU TJIOTKaMU OCYIIIW
ero. OH UCTIBITBIBAJI K&Ky, U HUKAK He MOT YTOJIUTh eé.

EMy He Tepriesioch celuyac ke OTIPaBUTHLCS B TIOKOU U yBUJETb eé. Maio
TOTO, TO/yunTh. EMY TIDUIIIOCH 3aKpPhITh I71a3a U CZie/laTh HeCKOIbKO TyO0KUX
B3/10X0B. EMy Heo0Xo[juM KOHTDOJb, TOJIHBbIM KOHTpPO/ib. OH He WMeeT TIpaBa
BHOBB TOTEPSATb caMoo0O/aziaHue.

To/bKO He CceroJiHsA HOUbHO.

He c Hen.

OH [0/DKeH MoKasarb e, YTO C CEerofHsIIHero AHs BCé M3MeHUI0Ch. UTo
oH Oosbilie He OyneT CyBaThb C Heé MBUIMHKH, UTO Terephb BCE OyaeT Tak, Kak
3axoueT OH. [Touemy? [la oueHs npocto! 1o rpaBy cusibHelIIero!

W 1o npaBy TOro, KOro rnpeza’iu.

OH He OygeT MCTUTb. MCTST >KeHII[UHaM TO/MbKO cabble. A uMIepaTop
Benan ciabbiM uesioBekoM He Obin. LIMHMUHasi yXMbUIKa KOCHY/IAach ero ryo.
I[Tpo cnabocTk — criopHbIN Boripoc. OHa ke cTasa ero c/laboCTbi0 Ha HEKOTOPOe
BpeMs.

Eé mpenatenbcTBO OH mepexxuBeT. Cepaile 1mobomut u ycrokoutcs. OH



Oosblile He BBIKAXKET CBoel r00BHU. [la 1 He HY>KHA el ero /TI000Bb.

OH He cTaHeT pa3bupaTbCs, uTo eii ObIJI0 OT Hero Hy>kHO. BCé 1 Tak sicHO.

Nmnepatop Benan mocMoTpen Ha OrpOMHBIE Yachkl Ha MPOTHUBOMOJIOXHOM
cteHe. [lecsth uacoB. OHa /10/KHa OBITH y>Ke TOTOBaA.

OH nipukasasn cjiy>kaHKam UCKYTaTh Y TIPUBECTH eé B TNopsAAoK. Ha Bcé mpo
BCé gnan ABa 4aca. [IBa [OJTMX yTOMUTE/bHbIX yaca rpouuiv. Emié Hukorga
BpeMsi He TSIHY/I0Ch CTO/Tb 0@ CKOHEeUHO Me[IJIeHHO. . ..

MyxxurvHa CKan pykKd B Kyjnaku. Celuac OH MOCMOTPUT B [Via3a TOW,
KOTOPYIO XOTeJ Ha3BaTh JItOOMMOM, Cy»KeHOl CBoero cep/iia. ..

Terneps y Heé JUIIL OAHO UMs — aBopUTKa. He Gosee.

3/I0CTb M SIPOCTb CHOBA 3aK/JOKOTa/li B HEM, U OH, He C/ep’KaBLUUCH,
yInapua KysaakoM 1o creHe. IIpoknsitbe! Heyxenu oH ommbcsi? Heykenn oHa
Takas ke 1JI0Xa, KaK U JPYyrue XKeHIIUHbI, TbITatoL1eCs: OKOJIbLeBaTh ero?

XOTs1 CTOUT TIpU3HATh, €€ TUIaH pasvuTe/IbHO OT/IMYajICd OT JPYrux...
Be3yrpeuHbiii T1aH OOOJIBINIEHUS, Pa3pyIIeHHbIM CAydyaiiHbIM —CTeueHHeM
006CTOSATE/TLCTB.

Bcé! XBarut! Ilpomwtoro 6osbiiie HeT! EcTh HacTosiilee, B KOTOPOM OHa
JKIeT ero B CriajbHe....

Bonbiile Besan He cTasi TSHYTh BPeMS U IITMPOKUM OBICTPBIM I11arOM CTasl
MOJHUMAThCsl K cebe, B MMIIepaTOpCKUe TIOKOW. Vi TI0 KOpHJ0py, OH YBHZE
JIBYX CJIy’KaHOK, KOTOPBIM TIpHKasaj IOATOTOBUTH eé. BrIrisfgenu Te CTpaHHO
pacTepssHHBIMU, @ Y OHOM OH Jla’ke 3aMeTH/1 C/ie3bl B IV1a3ax. YTo 3a NMpoK/AThe!
OnHa ymyzpuiach pa3kano0oUTb Cy>XaHOK! VIHTepecHO, UTO OHa UM paccKasasia
0 CBOel HecuaCTHOM Cyzp0e?

BcTpeua co cily>kaHKaMu CUibHee pa3o3iuia Benana. OH cobupascsi ObITh
HE)XHBIM, HY, WU MOUTU HE>XXHBIM. ATPeCCHUBHBIM CEKC OH WCIO0J/Ib30BaJjl JIUIb B
peakux ciaydasx. Takux, Kak cerofHs gHeM.... OH IJ1laHupoBasl eé ToJuruHeHue,
HO cOOMpasICs yC/IbIIIaTh OT Heé CTOHBI HaCTaK/[€HUSI.

Cemuac xe...

[Bepb OH pacriaxHys yJapoM HOTH.

OT myma JieByIllKa, CTOsIIIasi y OKHa, B3[IpOTHY/a, HO He o0epHy/ach. U
cHoBa BepmaH mbicnieHHO cobpan Bcex 6oroB B Kyuy. [Jo dero >ke oHa Oblna
Kpacusa....

JIryHbps. ETO MasieHbKast ITyHbA.

OnHa crosiia K HeMy cruHOM. OOnaueHHasi TO ero Tpuka3ly B Oesiblii
KPY’KeBHOM TeHbI0ap, OHa Kasasach eljé O6osee Xpymnkoi, yeM Obula Ha caMOM
nene. [To cpaBHeHUIO C ero MOIHOM (PUT'ypoii BOMHA OHa BBITVIsIZiesia efiBa Jiu He
pebeHKOM-TIOIPOCTKOM.

Eé nivHHBIE 30/I0TUCTBIE BOJIOCHI KACKaAOM TMaZia/id Ha IUIeYd U CIIUHY.



ToHKMe TanbIibl C CUION CXKMUMAJH ITOJI0KOHHHK, OTUYero rmobsieiHe u.

BenaH TOUyBCTBOBAJ/, UTO CHOBA 3eMJIsl YXOAWT Yy Hero u3-mop Hor. Tak
CJIy4asioch BCeryia, KOrzia OH BUjien eé.

— 51 oxupan, uro Thl Oyzellb B KpoBaTH, — Tpy0O CKa3al OH M TIPOIIEN B
koMHaty. OH He OymeT C Hel HSIHUWUTLCA. ApHsA, YTOOBI CIACTU CBOEro
nmoOOBHYKA, cama Tipefiyioxkua cebsl.

UTo XK.....

OnHa mosyudT 3a TIpefaTenbCTBO TO, UTO 3aciaykuBaeT. [lycTb cCKaxeT
criacu00, 4TO He OKa3aaach B TEMHBIX MOZBaaX TIOPbMBI.

— BepaH..., — eé rosoc 3Byuan tuxo. OHa Hadasa TOBOPUTh, HO obopBasa
cebs1. — S KAy BalllMX yKa3aHU, Ballle BeJIMUeCTBO. ...

Beman cxan pyku B Kynaku. Emié mapy gHeit Ha3azs oHa obpaiijanach K
HEMY 110 UMEeHH.

C cerofHsIIHEro JHs OH /151 Heé umreparop. Y TomnbKo.

— Ormuno! — Bcrbu Beman. OH caM He MOT OOBSICHUTBH TIPUUMHY
HapacTaroIero paszapakeHusi. EMy Obl yCITOKOMTBCS, HEMHOTO TIPUMTH B Cebs,
HO TIPDOMCXOJU/IO BCE C TOYHOCTbIO HA0OOpOT. — Pa3jeBaiics U HauvHal
ybnakate MeHsi! CKuzbIBaii MeHbOAp C COPOYKOM M HauWHal JlackaTb MeHs!
Iymaro, MHe He HaJJ0 OOBbSCHSTh, KaKHe JIaCKH JTF00AT MY>KUHNHBI?

BocrnaneHHOe peBHOCTBIO BOOOpakeHHe YCTY>K/TMBO HapUCOBAJIO KapTUHY,
rae obHakeHHass Apust obHuMaetr Jluana!! Mnu KTo TaM ellé moObiBam B eé
MOCTE/H. ....

OT ofHOM MBIC/IM, UTO OHa IpHHAZJIe)Kana APYTUM MYKUWHaMm, BemaH
roTOB OBbUT HauaTh KPYIINUThL BCE BOKPYT.

HukTo He rocMeeT K Heli IpUKOCHYThCs! [Toka oHa Oyzer ero....

Ho, He cMOTpsi Ha MpauHble MBIC/IU U PBYII[HE AYIIy J1eMOHOB, OH He MOT
He 3aMeTHUTh, KaK TI0C/ie ero CJIoB eé HeBbICOKasi (purypka cropObuiach U crana
BBIT/ISIIETD YKaIKOW 1 OJJUHOKOM.

Yachkl OTCUMTHIBAI CEKYH/IbI BEUHOCTH. . ..

HakoHel], OoHa OTopBajia PYKHA OT TIOJJOKOHHMKA U CTaja BO3UThCS C
3aBsi3KaMU Ha I11eJIKOBOM TeHbloape.

Benan 3amep mocpeivdHe KOMHaThl, Habstozmas 3a eé felictBusimu. OH
3aMeTusI1, uTo eé pyku Apoxkatr. OH 6bu1 Tpy6, ciuiiikoM rpyo. ... JTpoknstee! OH
)Ke cobupascs HEMHOTO CI/IaiuTh CUTYyalui0. B KOHIe KOHIIOB, OHA BCE eIé eMy
ObL1a Jopora....

OH He ycrien TIPeANPUHATL HUKAKUX TIOCTeNyIOIMX AercTBUi. [leHbroap
yrnan Ge/l0CHe)KHOM KY4yKoW K HOraM JieByIIKu. [lanbiiie Tioc/iefioBasia TOHKast
HUUEro He CKpbIBaroIljasi COpPOUKa.

— Moii umrieparop.... C uero Bbl JKesiaeTe, UTOObI 51 Hauaa?



Y Bepana oCcTaHOBU/IOCH Cep/Lie, Korja oH yBuzena smo. OH Jaxe He cpasy
obpatu/1 BHUMaHHe Ha Oe3KW3HeHHbIe C/I0BA JIEBYIIKM U Ha 0OpeueHHOCTbh, C
KOTOPOU OHAa rOBOpHJIA.

— Apus....

HeByllika o0epHy/sach. E€ pyku meTbMU TIOBHUCIM BOJb OOHA)KEHHOTO
Tesila. OHa He TbITa/IaCh MPUKPBITHCS. ...He TMbITasiack HUUero CKphITh...

— IIpocTrTe MeHs, Ballle BeJIMUECTBO, S I0/KHA Obljla Bac MpeaynpeauTh. ...

— YT0, yepT BO3bMHU, 3TO 3HAUUT....

Teno BouHa COPOTrHYJIOCh.

To, uto oH yBujen, mopaswio ero. [axe Oosbiie. Cpasuio Harosall.
JInimsio roc/eAHel Karuii camoo0OsiajaHusi. BepHee, BBepIVIO B MyUHHY Xaoca,
HeZloyMeHusl, 60/ U HeOTBpPAaTUMOMN yOeXIeHHOCTU, UTO OH UTO-TO YIYCTWJI,
YTO-TO HE MOHSIJI. .. YTO HATBOPUJ/I HETIOIIPaBUMOTO. ...

CrivHa, Oefgpa, TpyAdb M  JKUBOT  [IeBYIIKM ObUIM  TIOKPBITHI
MHOTOUHC/IEHHBIMU [IIpaMaMU OT Y/IapOB MJIETBIO U «UTPbI» HOXOM. ...

— BbI, uMIIepaTopbl, yMeeTe JIFO0UT. ...

Benan 3amep, a OTOM THUXO, €/iBa C/BIIIHO, IPOrOBOPWII:

— Kak TBOé uma? Hacrosiee....

Apusi, He Myrasi, IPOJ0/DKWIA CMOTPETh HAa UMITIepaTopa.

A noTOM OTBeTU/IA:

— Jlasepa e Knapunxke.

Teneps npuiiia oyepesb BelaHa momaTHy ThCS.

Mup HaKpbUIO TEMHOTOM.

OH Jyman, 4YTO CaMbiM CWIBHBIM TIOTPSCEHWEM [jid Hero Oyzer
rpefiaTesibCTBO ApHUU.

OH omm6cs. . ..

bory, Kak CU/ILHO OH OIINOCA. ...
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— PacckasbiBau.

JluaH TIOAHSA/M TOJIOBY M 3aTyMaHEHHbIM B3IVISIJOM TIOCMOTpeJ Ha
BOLLIe/IIIEer0. YBUZEB, KTO UMEHHO I0Ka/loBa/l K HEMYy B KaMepy MM03JHO HOYbIO,
MOJIO/IOM YesI0BeK B3/POTrHYJ/I U BBIIPSIMUJICS.

— Barie BesinuecTBo, — JIMaH CKJIOHW/I T'OJIOBY B TIOYTEHHOM TTOKJ/IOHE.

Wmriepatrop OCTaHOBWIICS HAMpPOTUB 3aK/JIKOUEHHOT0 M, HaxXMYPUBLLIUCH,
rocmotpes Ha MoHTeche.

— 51 >xy, — B1acTHo 6pocusn BegaH.

JTvaH TsKeo B30xHY/1. OH He MO He TTIOHKWMaTh, UTO ero apecT IOBJ/EK 3a
co0oii BepeHUIy COOBITHH, KOTOPbIE He CY)KZIeHO OCTAaHOBUTb.

— UTO UMEeHHO BaC MHTepeCyeT, Ballle BeJIMUeCTBO?

JInany HeobxoguMoO ObLIO 3HATh, Y/aA0Ch U ApHUU MOKWUHYTb Topox. OH
OTIIpaBU/I K Helt dpesa, ¥ HaZles/ICsA, UTO OHU YCITeJd yoe)kaThb. XOTS.... 3Hast
Apurio He TIepBBIN IO, Ta MOIJIa OTKa3aThCs Ky/ja-T1M00 ye3KaTh.

— MoHTecbe, s Xouy 3HaTb BCE, — el[é Oosee >keCcTue TMPOTOBOPHUI
HMMIIepaTop U CKajl PYKU B KYJIaKHU.

— Bbl MHe ckaxute, rae Apus, U TOrga f y)ke BaM BCE pacCkasy, —
yCTaBIIMM I0JIOCOM OTBeTH/I JIuaH, elé mpoJo/rKas HaJlesiThCsl, UTO C JIeBYLLKOU
He CJIYYM/I0Ch HerornpaBUmMoro.

OH He ommbcs, Korja TPeAIoNioKWA, uTo BegaH He TIPOCTO yBJeUyeH
Apueii. OH UCIBITBIBAET K HEM Kyzla CUIbHOE U ITTyO0Koe UyBCTBO.

A OHa, IVIyIIBILIKA. . ..

Ha Jswmue wMmeparopa 3axOJWid >KeJiBAKM, a BeHbl Ha BHCKAaX
3any/ibCMpOBa/iu. BHyTpeHHee HarpsykeHue AOCTUIVIO ariores. OH CAepKUBasICs
13 TI0C/Ie[Hero, uToObl He TpUIleyaTaTb MOJIOJOTO aBaHTIOPHCTA K CTeHe U He
BLIOWTH U3 HETO BCEH MpaB/bl.

Ho uto-TO umriepaTopy mo/iCKa3biBajo, YTO TIPU >KeJlaHUM 3TOT MoHTeche
OyzeT MoTUaTh ke TI0/] TIbITKAMHM.

— Apusi HaxoguTCS B MO€HW CrajibHe, — He CTa/l CKpbIBaTb WCTUHHOTO
TO/I0’KeHUs Belller BenaH.

JIviaH B3ApPOTrHYJ/I ¥ Hauasl MbIT/IMBO BCMAaTPUBATHCSA B JIMLIO TIPABUTEIS.

— Bbl..., — Haua/s TOBOPUTH OH, HO 3aMOJIyalJl.

OH HaXOU/ICS He B TOM MOJI0YKeHWH, uTOOBI 3aiaBaTh BOMPOChl. Ho cTpax u
BOJIHEHME 3a [IeBYIIIKY B0300s1aZjaii HaJ CTPaxoM 3a coOCTBeHHY0 cyanby. Ja u
yTO ero cyabba 6e3 Apud....



— Yrto BBI cenanu ¢ Apueil? — OH MocCTapascs, uyToObl ero BOIPOC He
IIpO3BYyyYaJl BbI3bIBAIOLLIE.

ViMniepaTop TOPBIBUCTO LIArHyJ K HeMy, HO OCTaHOBWJICS, IlepeBes
JbIXaHue.

— To, UTO MeHBbI1Ie BCero xXoTeJl.

JIvaH 3akpbL1 11a3a. Ero Hauxyzamme nogo3peHus ornpasganucb. OH CHOBa
OIMyCTHUJ/ICSI HA COJIOMEHHBIN TIO(IK U CBECU PYKH, TOJIOKMB UX Ha COTHYThIE
KOJIEHU.

— Baile BemMyecTBo, OT MeHs Bbl He YCJIBIIWTE HU CJIOBa, — pelleHue
TIPUIILIO camMO COOOiA.

— MoHTecse...., — Teriepb B MHTOHaLMM BejjaHa ciibliianack HENpUKpbITas
yrposa.

Ho JIuaH kak OyzATo He 3aMeTH/T €, TIPOZODKIIL:

— 51 oueHs HajesCs, YTO Apus U Bbl....UTO BBl CMOXKeTe 3aBOeBaTh CepzLe
Apun. Ho pa3 oHa HaxofuTCs y Bac B criajbHe....OHa He Mpulia K Bam
100POBOJILHO, 3TO 51 TOUHO 3Ha0.

Bepnan mnpuinypus 1iasa, U OHU BCIIBIXHY/IU KpacHbIM LiBeToM. Hu opunH
nmoOOBHUK, eC/ii, KOHEUHO, eMy He Hajjoesia BO3/00eHHast, He OyJeT >kenarh el
CYaCTbS C APYTUM MY>KUMHOM.

— MoHTecbe, AaBaii HauucToTy. S TipuIén K Tebe He Kak umrmeparop.
TIpUILéN K Tebe, KaK My>KUMHa, KOTOPOMY OueHb Ziopora Apusi. [lomoru mHe.

ITocnenuue cnoBa rosepid JIuaHa B IOK. TOT CHOBa IOAHS/ TOJOBY U
HeJI0BepUYMBO [IOCMOTPEeJI Ha ero BeJIM4eCcTBO.

— ITomoub Bam?

— Ha. { xouwy..., — TsKe/lbld B3[0X BbIpBajJC U3 rpyau BepaHa
Bapknaiifia. — {1 Xxouy UCIIpaBUTH TO, UTO HaTBOpH/I. U BO BceM pa3obparhbCsi.

JIuaH uyTh 3aMeTHO TI00/1eHe/I.

— Tak BCé-Takyd HaTBOPW/HU..., — CKOpee /st cebsi, ueM [jsi KOro-nubo,
cKka3asn oH. — Uto X.... PaHO WM MO34HO 3TO [JODKHO OBIIO TIPOM30UTU. Apusi
CJIMIIIKOM KpacuBa, uToObI e€ He 3aMeuasnu My>kurHbl. OHa, HavBHas [IyTIbIIIIKA,
rosiarajga, 4To ecid OyfeT ofeBaTbCs B Cepble OfeXKAbl, TO OCTaHEeTCs
He3aMeTHOM.

— Barie BenmuecTBO, 3aueM Bbl Ciofia mpuiuii? YrtoObl orpaBaaTh CBOM
HUYTOKHBIN MTOCTYNOK? VICKYyNUTb, 3ar/1aZjuTh BUHY B CBOUX IVla3ax?

BenaH 3apbiuam U XoTen yxe ObLIO COPBAaTbCsl, HO TOTOM BCIIOMHUI
00peueHHOCTh M MYCTOTY B I71a3aX APUU U €€ LIPAMBI. ...

Eé mpamsr!!!!....

Bcé HerozoBaHue Ha MOJIOZOTO Ye/IoBeKa B pa3 UCYes’io.



— A 3Haro, uTo HacTosilee UM Apuu — Jlazepa ge Kiapunxke.

JTvaH 3amep. A OTOM Me/IJIeHHO CITPOCHJI:

— OJTO OHA BaM CKa3asia caMa? Viu Balliv UILeruKU T0HeCn?

— Cama. { Bugen eé mpamsl U..., — Benan He goroBopus, He cMor. OH
TpOBeJI PYKOM MO JIMIly, TOYHO TPOTOHSISI HaBa)K/EeHWe W CHOBa MOMPOCUII: —
JInan, momoru MHe. $1 xouy czenaTb ApPHIO CUACTIMBOM. Xouy, uTOOBI OHa
ynbi0anack M CMesiiach, KaK MOKHO uairie. Xouy, uToObl M3 eé IJla3 HaBcerzaa
rcye3 CTpaxX U HeJJOBepuUe K JIIosIM. X0ouy, 4ToObl OHa 3a0kbiia ripoiioe. Ho MHe
He y/IacTCs 3TOTo C/ie/iaTh, eC/id s He Oy/ly 3HaTb, UTO C Hel MPOH30III0 MHOTO
JIeT Hasaj,.

B kamepe HacTynwia TvilvHa. [I1aMeHHas peub uMrieparopa He OCTaBWJIA
JluaHa paBHOAYILUHBIM, U TIOAyMaB HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi, OH HerpoMKO Hauyal
TOBODUTH:

— Bo3mo)xHO, Ballle BeIMYeCTBO, s M Cje/lal0 OIIHMOKY, paccka3aB BaM
UCTOpHIO Apuu. A, BO3MOXHO, 3TO €€ eJWHCTBEHHbIM IIIaHC Ha CYaCTbe, OT
KOTOPOT'O OHa TakK yMOpHO OeXXuT. M eciu eé He TIOATONKHYTh, HE CIBUHYTH C
MecCTa...., — OH TepeBes [bIXaHue W MOCMOTpes Ha umreparopa: — Bam Toxe
3HAaKOMO UM Jie Kiiapunxke?

BejaH KuBHYIIL.

— MpI fjaxke B APPOHUU CIbIIIaMN (aMUIMI0 CaMOi 60oraToii ceMbU B MHPE.
Tak, Mo KpariHel Mepe, TOBOPWJIU C [IeCSITOK JieT Ha3a/l.

— [Ha, cemb seT Hazas knaH e Kiapuwxke o0067asan HeCMeTHBIMU
6orarctBamu. 30/10TO, OpW/IIMAHTHI, U3yMpyAbl. KameHbsi, BeTMUMHA KOTOPBIX
BbI3bIBajla 3aBUCTb U BocxulleHue. OTkKyzga y ge KinapunHxke Takoe HeCMeTHOe
borarcTBo s He 3Ha0, a CrpamwMBath y Apuu....He cran. iMeHHO OHO cTaso
BUHOM €€ HeCYaCTHUH.

— 1o MeHst JOXOOW/IU CJIYXU, UTO KJiaH e KyiapuHike MOTHOCTBIO Cropest B
roxape. ...Hukomy He yanoch ciacTvch!

BepnaH, ycsbiiiiaB oT Apuu e€ HacTosiiiee UMsl, Cpa3y BCIIOMHWJI, Kak Opat
YTO-TO pacCKasbiBaja IpPO 3Ty ceMbio. Mo, ux 60rarctBo He TMOAAaeTCs
VCUMC/IEHHUIO U, Iy Tsi, 0OMOJIBUICS, BOT ObI OPOJAHUTRCS C HUMU. K ToMy e, y
Ile KylapuHyke Kak pas rnoJipacrasia eJUHCTBeHHast HaC/leJHULIA. ..

Kakoti mapajjokc! Kakast Hacmeriika cyab0Obi!

Hacnennuiel oka3anace ero Apus....

JIvaH, yc/blaB C10Ba, FTOPbKO 3aCMesiyICS.

— a, 9T0 Bepcus, 3HaKoMasi BceM. UTO-TO ke Hafio ObIIO TOBOPUTD JTHO/ISIM.
A Ha camom ferne....

— YTo Ha camoM pese?

— Ha camom pene Bcro cembro fe Kiapunke BbIpe3anu. Bbipesany,



Kak....KaK CKOT. MaTh 00e3r/iaBu/iu, OTija pa3pyouiu HajiBoe.

Y BepjaHa, 3akaJleHHOIO BOMHA, XOJIOLOK IIPOLIE/ICA I0 cnuHe. B rosose
BO3HUKJIU [O/I03PEHUS, HO KaK He XOTe/I0Cb B HUX BepUTh!

— Kak Takoe morio cayuuthesi? Y e Knapurke Obisia CUibHasi apMusi, ejBa
MU He Kak y ummeparopa.... Crorn! — Began Haxmypusicsi, o6opBaB cebst Ha
rosiycjoBe. — B 3ToM “cTopum 3aMelliaHa umrieparopckas cembsi? A npas? BeTb
[Tapze? OHuY 3aTOHY/IM CeMb JieT Ha3az, BO BceMupHOM okeaHe?

— Bbl — yMHBII1 yesioBeK, Ballle BeJIM4ecTBO. A Terepb COMOCTaBbTe (PAKTHI.
MmeHHO ceMb JieT Ha3as ObL1 ucTpebeH kiaH Ae Knaputke.

— CornocraBun. Mmneparop [lapze permm, uto 6orarctBo Ae Knapuxke
JOJDKHO TIPUHA//Ie)KaTb eMy Y TOIIENT apMUel Ha CBOUX TMOAJaHHbIX.

— IToutu Tak. JleBaHn Lllapae npuexan cBaratbCa K AHpe, oty Apuu. Tor,
He pacrio3HaB JIOBYLIKW, TPUHSJI KMMIlepatopa Ha CBoed 3emse. A Korja
TIOYYBCTBOBAJ HesafHOe, ObLI0 TI03/IHO.

— N...B ueM 3aK/IH04aI0Ch HeslafHoe?

[Ipexxme yeM OTBeTUTH, JIMaH NPUKPHLT I/1a3a.

— Nmnieparop [lape 3axBatuil B 3a/I0KHUALBI MOIOAYO Jla3epy.

Benan pesko BbIIpsAMWI CIvHY. Tak Apus Haxoguiack B IuieHy! IIpo
Illapme mwia c/aBa, YTO OHM He THYLIAJUCH IIOAJIBIMA CpeACTBaMU [jid
JNOCTWKeHUs] cBoux 1eneli. OHM W HAa TPOH TIPULIM, YOWB TMpEXHEro
y“MIIeparopa yapoM Ho)Ka B CIIHHY.

— W urobbl cenath 6omee croBopurBbIiM AHZpe Ae KiapuH)Ke OH MbITas
Jlazepy Ha ero rnasax, — OXPMIILUIMM [0JIOCOM BbIFOBOPWI JIMaH U TI'POMKO
CIJIOTHYJ/T KOM, TIOACTYNUBIINM K ropiy. — S He ciiyxxun e KnapuHke v He 3Har0
B MOAPOOHOCTSX, UTO UMEHHO TaM TMPOUCXOAUIO. Apusi, €CTeCTBeHHO, HU O YeM
He pacckasbiBaja... AH/Ipe CKasaJl, Tlie HaXOAUTCs UX OoraTCTBO, COTJIACU/ICS Ha
BCe ycsioBus JlesaHa Illapze, HO Mep3aBel] He czepskas €10Bo. [Tocne Toro, Kak
JIFOIY MIIepaTopa TMepeHec/u CyHIyKU ¢ 60ratcTBOM Ha Kopabiu, oxujaroiue
B raeaHu, [llapge orman mpuka3s BbIpe3aTh KjaH e KiapuHke U MOJKeub
JIBOpeLl, YTOOBI CKPBITh CJIe3bI TTPECTYIIEHUS.

JIvan 3amosuasi. B ropsie mepecoxsio, U OH CJejiajl IJIOTOK BOZAbI U3
)KeCTSHOW KPY>KKU, CTOSIIIIeN psiMO Ha 3eMJie, PSiZIoM C COJIOMEeHHbBIM THO(SIKOM.

— Hanblite.

BenaH uyBCTBOBAJI, UTO 3TO JIKIIL HEOO/BIIION alicbepr uctopuu ApuH. ...

— 4 He 3Har0, KakKMM 4yJoM, HO KopMmuwiuiia Apuu, crapas beanuue,
yMyZIpWIach BBITALIUTh CBOK TOCIIOXKY M3 ropsujero Agsopua. M yBecTu Ha
Ge3omacHoe paccTtosiHue. Ha crapoii Tenere oHa eé oTBe3sia B 3a0poOlieHHYIO
XWKWHY JIeCHUKA, TAe s WX W Hamén. f Torga BoO3Bpaljaics AOMOU, He



MoJj03peBasi, UTo U MOW JIoM Tak >ke paspyiueH Lllapge. Jlasepa.....Apus..., —
MOJIOZION 4esioBeK CHOBA TMPUKPBLLI I71a3a, He B CUIaX roBOpuThb. KapTuHa TOro
MaMsITHOTO JiHS1, KOTZia OH TIePBbIM pa3 yBUen APUIO 10 CUX TOp CTOsi/la y Hero
riepe/; T7la3aMM M CHWJACch B KOIIMapHbIX CHaX. — Ha Heil He ObIJIO >KUBOTO
MecTa. E€ mbiTam ¢ 0co0oii )keCTOKOCThIO. DTO 5 y>Ke TOTOM y3Hail, uTo JleBaH
[lapge ObLT cagucTOM, €My AOCTaB/sIO YOBOJIbCTBUEM MYUUTh APYryUx. BoT

OH u npouéncs 1o ApuM BAOAL U Tionepek.... OHa Obia 3BepCKU
W3HACU/IoBaHa. .., — JIuaH CHOBa TPOMKO CIVIOTHY/, U BezaH yBuzes, Kak rnasa
MOJIOZIOTO YeJiOBeKa YBIAXKHWINCh. — Y Heé ObLIO CUIbHOE BHYTpPEHHee

KpoBoTeueHue. E€ HacwioBaiyv He pa3 ¥ He JBa....J, HaBepHOe, He TOJILKO
yjieHOM... Bcé Teno Apum ObIJIO KUCIIO/I0COBAHO TIeTbMU....K HUM mipubaBbTe
MHOTOUYHMCJ/IeHHbIe TTope3sbl....B HeKOTopbIX MecTax KOxa BUCe/la KPOBaBBIMU
KycKamH.... OHa Oblsla Ha BOJIOCKE OT CMepTH.

BepaHn, cnyinas paccka3 kanurasia kopabnst «beamuue», uyBCTBOBas, Kak
ocraHaB/vBaeTcs cepaue. OH BUe/ JKeHIUH, TOABeprarolnuxcs HaCUII0 CO
CTOPOHBI COJIJAT, ¥ Telepb Ha UX MeCTe OH IIpejCTaBU/l HEXHYH ApUIO.
KoTopasi Ha TOT MOMeHT Obl1a COBCeM peOeHKOM. . ..

Mpbliiipl My)XUUMHBI OKaMeHesld, BCE TeJi0 HaIWIOCh CBHHIIOM, CTalo
TPYZHO [bIILATH.

OH Tak >ke u3HacuioBas eé... B3sii To, UTo OHa He TOTOBa Obljla emMy JaTh. ..
OHa pepkanacb, OHa Jep)kajnachb [O/ITUe HeJenu, TMPOTUBOCTOSA/IA €My, Kak
MOIJIa, HO KOTZjla apecToBaiv eé fpyra, OHa CjioManach....

OH B3si/1 €é CU/IOM. ...0H He 6w, He pBaJj eé....HO OH B35 €€ CUJIOM. ....

— Yro pasnblie?..., — CJI0Ba [AAIMCh UMIIepaTopy C TPYAOM, TOPJIO CaJHUIIO.

— §1 ocrancs ¢ HuMu. Beanuue GbIa CUIBHO 000XOKEHA, U, K COXKAJIeHUIO,
ymepJia yepe3 fieHb. MbI ocTanuch ¢ Apueit BaBoeM. f 3Has, KeM fIBJsijlach 3Ta
[leBOUYKA-II0JPOCTOK, Y M0CTapascs CKphITh eé or cosgar [lapge. OHu He cTamu
WCKaTh €&, PellIB, UTO OHA TakK ke rorubsa B orHe... Ha pafocTsix, 4To MOMy4YusI
OTPOMHOE COCTOsIHWe, wumreparop JleBaH OTIpaBWICS [OMOM, IJIaHUPYA
Jla/ibHelllIe BOeHHble JelcTBUs. OH TOrja Besl pa3pyLUMTE/IbHYIO BOWHY,
MOJUUHSZI U Hakas3blBaJl HeNOBOMbHBIX (heofasoB, — TOpbKasi YyCMellKa
nosiBusiack Ha quile JluaHa. — Cyznbba rokapasa ero. Kak TO/IbKO OH BbIIlIes B
Mope, pa3pasusics IITOPM HeBUIAHHOW CWUJIbl, U BCe KOpabsu, HarojJHeHHbIe
CyHZIyKaM# C 30JI0TOM, IIOTOHY/H, Iouuti Ko AHy. Hukrto u3 poga Ilapge He
criaccs.

— Apus.... UTo BbI Zjanblle C Hel fenand?

— OHa Obina cunbHO GonbHA. S TIpUBe3 eé B MOHACTHIPb, Tle MOHAXWHU
OKaszaiu el moMoub. Apus TIpUIiia B cebst U TioXkesasa yexarb... C TeX mop Mbl
C Hel BMecTe.



— Bmecrte B KauecTBe KOoro? — BegaH He cMOr He 3aaTb 3TOT BOIIPOC.
[1eMOHBI peBHOCTH He TTOKUHYJ/IU €ro AYLIY.

JInaH mOJHAJICA Ha HOTM W CHOBA BCTa/l HANpoTWMB umneparopa. Crpax
riepe/; ero BesiuecTBOM ucue3. Celiuac oH BUjen Tiepe]; coboli BaHOOIEHHOTO
MY>KUMHY, KOTOPBIA TBITAJICS 3aBOeBaTh cCepjle JoOMMOM, a BMECTO 3TOrO
COBEpIIIU/I HETTOTIPAaBUMYIO OILIHOKY.

— M1 ¢ Apueli HUKora He ObLTH Jit0OOBHUKaMU. Hu y MeHsl, HU y Heé He
BO3HUKAJIO Jla’ke TIOA00HOM MBIC/TU. A UTO Bbl He COMHEBAJIMCh B MOUX CJIOBAX, S
MOT'Yy BaM IOBe/jaTb M CBOX UCTOPHIO. [la eé U UCTOpHel CJIOKHO Has3Barkb....H
13 TpocToii cemMbd (depmepa. MHe ObUIO ecsTh JIeT, KoOrjja OfuH U3 OBLIKOB
B30ecu/cs, BbIPBAJICS U3 3aroHa. S CTOs/1 y Hero Ha MyTH, OH MeHs U TIoAel. . .
MHe He 3HaKOMO HM UYBCTBO BO30yXJAeHHUs, HU >XejaHusi. Mbl c Apueit
oO1riaeMcs, Kak OpaT U cecTpa. Y MeHsl TOXKe HHUKOTO HeT W3 POJCTBEHHUKOB,
Mo3ToMYy.... [To3TOMY s1 cTapatoch 3a00TUTLCS O Hell, Kak Mory. JlereHzia o ToMm,
YTO MbI TIOMOJIB/IEHBI, TIOMOraja Joiroe Bpewmsi, obeperas Apui OT
ZloMorareibCTB MY>KUKH.

— W Tyr nmosBUACA 4, — HEBO3MOXHO IepefaTb CJ0BaMU Ty
OMYCTOLIEHHOCTb, YTO UCMBIThIBA BesaH.

Ho oH [jo/keH Ob1 y3HATh BCE /10 KOHIIA.

— Bbl...Bbl — gpyro, — 4yecTHO mnpusHaicad JIvaH, U 3amMeTW/, Kak
VMMIIepaTop B3/POTHY/I, a B ero IJa3aX OOpeueHHOCTh CMeHWIach pPOOKOM
HazieXx7iol. — Bbl celfuac pa3roBapuBaeTe CO MHOM, U XOTsI ObI MbITaeTeCh MOHSTh
Apuro. MBI CMeHW/IM MHOTO TOPOZIOB U CTpaH, IpeXJe ueM OCTaHOBUTBCS Ha
Apponuu. U BeiOpanu eé 1o Tol NMpuuMHe, YTO Ballla UMIepHsi HUKOT/la He BeJia
3aXxBaTHUYECKUX BOWCK. BbI co3/iaeTe BCe yc/oBUs], YTOObBI TIO/IaHHBIN APPOHUU
YyyBCTBOBaJI Cce0sl 3alluIlleHHbIM. Apusi BitoOrIack B Appo C 1epBoro B3r/isija.

— XOTBb YTO-TO.....

— $1 He Oyay cripallivBaTh, UYTO TIPOM3OIILI0O MEXAY BaMH, JIMIIIb OCMETHCh
TIOTIPOCUTb. . .TIOTIPOCUTH Bac ObITh K Heé CHUCXO/UTe/IbHel, Ballle BeJIMueCTBO.

BejaH rokadas rojioBol M BHe3arlHO OMYCTWJICS Ha COJIOMEHHbIN THOQSIK,
yCTasio MpoBeJs PYKOH 10 JIULLY.

— O uem TbI TOBOpHUILIb, MOHTeCke? I TOTOB BpOCUTb K HOraM ApUM BeCh
MUP, TOTOB C/IY’KUTb €U, TOTOB HOCUTh eé Ha pyKax, — BeslaH He CcTeCHs/ICA TOrO,
YTO UCTIOBeZIAeTCs Tepe]| TIPOCThIM MO/JaHHbIM, He 00/1a/lato11lero HU BbICOKUMU
ylMHaMyd U 3BaHUsIMU. — S mo6mo eé! JIrobmo Tak, 4TO 3aXoAuT cepjle U
TIO/IKAIIIMBAIOTCS HOTH OT OfHOTO eé B3misiZia! U s Xouy faputh et 3Ty /ito00BB!
Xouy czenath eé cuactamBor! Ho To, 4To ThI MHe moBezai. . ..

— Bbl el HpaBuTeChb, — CcZenan elé OfHO OTKpbITWe JluaH. — Wu, no
KpariHel Mepe, HpaBU/IUCh [0 MOC/IeJHerO0 BpeMeHH!. . ..



BesiaH, KOTOPOro OKpBUIW/IM Hada/bHble C/I0Ba MOJIOJOTO YesiOBeKa, CHOBA
cHuK. OH MOCTYIU/ C Hel, Kak TmocieqHuii Mep3aBer]. Xyke. [ToBen cebs, Kak
Herofsiu.

[Ipuién, Ha3bIBaeTCs, Haka3biBaTh e€! 3a uTo, cripalvBaeTcs?!

Kcrarwu....

— MoHTecbe, pa3 Mbl Haua/il TOBOPUTh OTKPOBEHHO, §1 JKeJar0 yCIbIaTh U
0 3aroBope. Mupzbl. UTO Thl MOXeIllb MHE Ha 3TO CKa3arb? f He XOuy Ka3HUTH
Tebs1, T03TOMY. ...pacCKa3biBaii, Kak eCTb.

Jluan omycTuics Ha THO(SIK psAIOM C HMIlepaTopoM. [IBoe MY»KUMH,
o0beIMHeHHbIE CYIbOOM OIHOM JEeBYIIIKU.

— Ecnu BBl €€ 00BUHWIY B TIpe/jaTe/IbCTBe, TO 3psi. ApUsi HUUero He 3Hasa.
Buaute mu...B Te manekue rozpl, KOria Mbl eilé >xuwid B Tamum, Korga Apus
emié Oblia Jlazepoii U el KaXK[plid JIeHb MPUXOAWIOCH 60POThCS 3a )KU3Hb, MbI
rnepebUBa/IMCh MasbIM, S yMe/J TO/NIbKO yXaKHUBaTh 3a JKUBOTHBIMH. A B
pa3pyllieHHOW BOWHOM CTpaHe pabouMX W MOAMAacTepbeB XBaTaja0 C U30BITKOM.
Apusi, Korjia TIpyiiia B ce0si, CMOI/Ia 3aHOBO XOJUTh U MepecTaBasia B3/iparuBaTh
OT Ka)K[Oro LIOpOxXa, TMpHU3Hauach, 4To oOTel, oTfan He BCé 3omoto [llappe.
Bepnee, AHjipe e KnapuHike He 3Hasl, YTO Yy [J0YepU eCTb CBOM TaWHUK. MaTb
Jlazepel, BUAMMO TIPEeJUYBCTBYS, UTO HEUTO MOA0OHOE MOXKET MPOM30HTH C UX
CeMelCTBOM, Urpaja C MajleHbKOM [J0UypKOM B COKpOBUIIHMLY. OHM cpenanv
TallHUK B Jiecy, mpuHajyiexaiieM Je Knapumxke. U kak He Obu1o 60/bHO Apun
BO3Bpall[aThCsl Ha Teresvile, paHee ObIBIIMM POJHBIM JOMOM, MbI OTITIPABUJTUCh
TyZAa. 30/10Ta U JIparoLieHHOCTeN 0Ka3aa0Ch MHOr0. VIMeHHO Ha HUX Mbl KYITWIA
Kopab/ib M peLInu, YTo s 3aliMyChb TOPrOB/el. A Tak >ke CMOIJIM npruobpecTu
oM B Appo. K coxanenuto, s okasascs rjioxum toprosueM. [Toasen Aputo.

JInaH, vcneIThIBas CThIA, 3aMo/4ai. BejaH Toxke Momuari, He ykenasi ie/laTh
TMOCHEIIHbIe BBIBO/bI. XBaTUT, HAZIe/1a/ICs yKe.

1 ¢ npeparenibcTBOM Apud, U C eé OepeMeHHOCTHIO....boru, o kakoi
OepeMeHHOCTHM Morna WATH peub!!! BemaH g0 cux T1op TIOMHWI, KOrja
Ge3)Kasl0CTHO BTOPrasics B TVIOTh ApHUH, KaKO# y3KOU U Tyroi oHa Obiial

OH OB/ IepBBIM MY)KUMHOM 3a ceMb JjieT!.... Ml Takoe pa3ouapoBaHUe....

JIvaH, MOHSIB, UTO UMITEPATOP HUYETrO He CKa’KeT B OTBET, MPOJO/IKHUI:

— Apuio myrajyd BalllM yXakKMBaHMs, Balle BequuecTBO. CHayasa OHa
x0Tesla ybexkaTb OT BalllMX /IOMOTaTe/bCTB, OHA roToBa ObLIa Aa)ke OPOCUTH U
oM B Appo, XOTs OH ObII KyIUIeH Ha ToC/ieqHHe JAeHbr'W. [1oTOM BBI CTau
nyrarb eé TeM, UTO Haua/ju HpaBuUThCA. [locsie Baieit roe3aku B MUpoHHto, oHa
npubexxasa B cjie3aXx U CTaja TMPOCUTh, YTOObI MbI HeMe/JeHHO MOKUHY/U
Appo....

— Ho nouemy, uept Bo3bMU? — BeiaH BCE-Taku He BbleprKall.



[Touemy?... Eciu OH eli XOTb UyTOUKY, XOTh HEMHOI'O HPaBUJICS, TIOUEMY
OHa He fiasia 00 3ToM 3Hath? [Touemy, Ha060pOT, ToCIIemMIa yoeraTs?

— Bbl Bugienu eé teso.... OHa CUMTaeT, YTO He UMeeT TPaBO OBbITh ULEH-TO
ciytaMLed. K Tomy »ke..., — JIaH MOMOPIIUICS, TOYHO PacCKa3bIBasi CTPAIITHYIO
MpaBqy O TIPOIUIOM ApuM, UCIBITBIBAI (pu3nueckyro 060/b. — 3Bepb,
HAaCW/IOBABIIMKA €€, CUIBHO TIOKa/IeUndl BHYTPEHHOCTH....MOHaXWHH B
MOHACTBIpe CKa3ajM, UTO OHa HUKOI/Aa He CMOXKET UMeTh jaeTedl. BoT Apus u
BOW/Ia ceOe B TOJIOBY, UTO He MMeeT TpaBa CBS3bIBaTh CBOIO >KU3Hb HU C OIHUM
MY>KUHMHOUN. MoJ1, 3aueM oHa eMy, Takasi Fopo/juBasi!

BesiaH, He B COCTOSIHUM U3MEPHUTh BCIO CBOIO IVIYTIOCTb, 3aITyCTHT 00e pyKu
B BOJIOCHI ¥ OTKWHYJI TOJIOBY Ha3aj. Paccka3 MoHTeche TOBEPT' €r0 B IIIOKOBOE
COCTOSTHHE.

Apust HUKOT/Ia He TIPOCTHUT €ro.

OH caM HHUKOTI/Ia He TIPOCTUT ceOsl.

Mexny TeM, JTuaH Mpo0/DKaJT:

— $ eli mbITa/ICA OOBSICHUTH, UTO KOIZA UejoBeK JIIOOUT, OH MPUHHUMAET
mobUMYI0 CO BCeMH HeJJoCTaTKaMH. ApUs He jKeJjlaja C/bIIaTh 0 MYy>KUMHAX U
CceMeMHOM >XM3HU. BOT Tak Mbl M TUILUIA 110 TeueHuto. O uem s TOBOPHJI [0
sToro? AX, fa....Mos u3MeHa, — MOJIOJIOW UYesloBeK To0Jie/IHeN eIlé CUIbHEee.
Kak oH He Oofpwicsi, yMUpaTh He XOTeNOChb. — $I TIOBTOPIOChH, TOPTOBLIEM S
OKaza/csl TUIOXUM, Ha [JaHHbIM MOMEHT y Hac ¢ Apueld Her neHer. CoBcem.
[Tpomats kopabnb GbICTPO OBI He yhanochb. A Apus HacTavWBajia Ha TOM, UTOOBI
yexaTh CerofiHsi-3aBTpa....OHa Cremiwia, Balle BeJWYeCTBO. A s He MOT
OCTaBUTh eé€ 0e3 Cpe/CTB K CyljecTBOBaHUIO. OHa M TaK HaTepIiesiach JUIIeHUH.

— TIlo3TOMy TbI peIIWI TIOXHUTUTb MHPZOB? — C TOpPEUbI0 CITPOCHII
umrieparop. — He 3HaJ, 4TO UX HAaCW/ILHO HEBO3MOXKHO BBIBECTU U3 CTpPaHBbL. ... He
TOHMMal0, KaKk Thl MOT TOAyMaTb, UTO CMOXEIb TPOUTH HA TEPPHUTOPHIO
JOMHBI U YKPACTh II€HKOB.... MUp/bI TeOss 1 TBOMX COOOIITHUKOB pacTep3asiu
ObI TaM Ke...

KpoBb npu/ibHYysIa K IekaM MoJiofioro yesiopeka. Ceiuac OH MIOHUMAJI, UTO
OOJbIIIEM TIYIIOCTH COBEPIIMTL HE MOI, HO B TOT MOMEHT, Korja Apus
pacckasblBajia €My O Toe3/ike B MUPOHHUIO, pellieHre 1T0Ka3aioCh eMy He TaKUM
yXK mioxuM. OH Jlayke Ha CIeyIOI[UH ZieHb BBIKpaJl TOPOKHBIN CaKBOSDK ApHH.
Xopotil ke oH Ob11 ObI B €€ r1aTbe!

Ho umrneparopckas ciy»x0a okasanachk ObICTpee.

— §1 TOTOB TOHECTH HaKa3aHUe, Ballle BeJIMYeCTBO, — KOe-KaK BBITOBOPHII
JIvaH 1 Gpocua Ha MMIIepaTopa TPEBOXKHBIN B3IVIsAA. — BBl TOMBKO ApHIO He
Haka3biBaliTe! OHa HUUEro He 3Hajla 0 MOMX IJIaHaX.

Beman mofHssica Ha HOrd. EMy HeoOXofMMO BpeMs, uTOObI OCMBICIUTD



YUIbILIdHHOE. bbi1a HOUB.
n API/IH IIO-TIPpEXXHEMY XKdJ/Id €I'0 B UMIIEPATOPCKHX ITOKOAX. ..

— 3a Apuro He BOJHYyMcs, JlMaH, — OH BIepBble KalMUTaHa Ha3Baja IO
uMeHu. — U...cnacubo Tebs. OTBeTh MHe Ha TTOC/IeJHHI BOTIPOC.
— Kakoii?

— Apus pou3sHecsia ofHy (pa3y, KoTopasi He BBIXOJUT Y MeHsI 13 IOJIOBBI.

—Yro 3a ¢pa3za?

— «BblI, uMIiepaTopsl, ymeeTe THOOUTD.

JIviaH TIOBTOPWJI ’KeCT ero BeJIMuecTBa, MPOBE PYKOU T10 JIUILY.

— Ilapae, Hacumysi e€, TOBOPHU/, UTO UMITepaTOPbl YMEIOT JIFOOUTh, UTO HUX
nmob0Bb Ca/ika, YTO OHA 3allOMHUT ero Ji000Bb Ha BCHO XKU3Hb....ApHs, Korja
HaxoAuaach B Opefy, MOCTOSHHO TOBTOpsiia: «VIMriepaTopbl yMerOT JiOOUTS,
VMTIIePaTophl YMEIOT JTFOOUTDH» !

BenaH HUYero He OTBETHII.

Ha HerHymmxcsi Horax, IOIIaTbIBasiCb, He UYBCTBYsS T10J, COOOM I10/1a, OH
BBIIIIe/T U3 TIOPEMHOM KaMephl.
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OH Bo3Bpallla/iCs B UMITepaTOPCKHe MOKOU.

Bb1/10 >KenaHue CKPBLIThCS, YWTH, 3a0bIThCS, HO, CKa)KUTe Ha MUJIOCTb, T7ie
Ha TpellHOM 3em/ie MOXKHO y0OexkaTh OT camoro cebsi?

OT CcBOMX MBIC/IEN, OT CBOEM BUHbI HUKY/la HEBO3MOXXHO J1€ThCS.

Kak ¥ HeCko/JbKO yYacoB Hasajg 1wén BejaH peludresbHO U
uesieHaripaBiieHHO. [11én Kk Apun. OH fo/bKeH eé yBUAeThb. [Jo/oKeH 3ar/issHyTh B
r/1asa.

Xot4....

OH, HUKOTZIA HUUero He OOsIBIIMIACA, celiuac UCMbIThIBaA cTpax. OH 3Has,
YTO UMEHHO YBUJWT B IWla3ax Apuu... W B jyuiiem ciydae, 310 Oyzer
OTUY>K[€HHOCTb.

Y Heé ObUIM BCe OCHOBaHUS, YTOObI BO3HEeHaBU/EeTh ero. [yiily pe3aHynu
cnoBa MoHTecbe, 4YTO OHA HayuHa/Jla WCHOBITHIBATE K HeMy CUMIIATHUIO.
[MTpoknsithe! TTosyuasncsi Kakoi-To 3aMKHYThIM Kpyr! He Bo3bMu OH eé, oHa ObI
celiuac y)ke yIUlbiBajia Ha Kopabme HeusBeCcTHO Kyzaa. OH Obl eé Haiuén,
HeTnpeMeHHO, Halllesl, HO Korza®?.... M 6biia mu oHa cBobozHa!

PeBHuBbIM miynier)! He cMOTpst Ha TO, UTO Terepb OH 3Ha/l UCTOPUIO ApUH,
coOCTBeHHUUECKUe MHCTUHKTHI HUKyZa He Jenucb. Haobopot, ycununucs! OH
XOTeJl TIpUBsi3aTb eé K cebe U He oTmyckaTh. Hukorma. VI uToObl HU OfUH
MY>KUMHa He CMeJl IOCMOTPeTh B €€ CTOPOHY.

Oma ero!!! Tosbko ero!!!

[lpaBga, 3T0 OH Tak cuuran...Ha camom pene, gena oOCTOSIM XyxKe
HeKyZla. Apusi He >kefasiia ¢ HUM ObITh. He ykesana mpuHajyiexarb emy. U kak
VICTIPaBUTH CUTYaL1t0, BejaH noka He 3HaJl.

Ho oH TOYHO 3Han JApyroe — OH HaWjeT crioco0d 3aBoeBaTb ApUIO,
oOsi3aTesibHO Halifier. [ylaBHOe celiuac He ycCyryouTh U 06e3 TOro TSDKeyro
atMoc(epy MeXay HUMMU. ...

Ha sToT pa3 BejaH aBepb OTKpbIBajl OCTOPOKHO, C TsKeIbIM cepaLem. UTo
Xe.... Hukro He mnopbuBan ero penate raynoctu. Cam ke Oymer ux u
pacx/ieObIBaTh.

CHauasna eMy I0Ka3aaoCh, YTO Cla/ibHs MycTa. Ero BCTpeBOKeHHbIN B3IV,
ObICTPO MPOILLIENCS 110 KOMHAaTe U ToTeTuies, KOrjia OH yBUes APUI0 Ha KPOBATH.
[eByllika, He [OXJABLIUChb €ro, U He BblJep)kaB MOPaJbHOIO MCIIbITAHUSA
TPYAHOI'O JjHsl, YCHY/IA.

Ho kaxk ycHyina....



M cHOBa UyBCTBO HeNOIPaBUMOM OIIMOKW TMOJMIOCHY/O cepille BexaHa.
Apusi criana, CBEepHYBIIMCh KIyOOUYKOM, B W3HOXbe KDOBAaTH, Te€M CaMbIM
TOJlUepKrBasi CBOE HH3Koe TojiokeHWe. Bo cHe oHa Bbirsiziena einé Oosee
PaHUMOH, a C/ieibl CJie3 /10 CUX MOP COXPAaHWIUCh Ha ITjeKax.

Beman c>kan TyObl U TIOKJ/ISUICS, UTO CerofiHs Apwusi Tjlakaia B TIOC/IeIHUN
pa3. M He BaXHO 10 ubel BUHe. Hukro Gosbiiie eé He obuaut.! Hukro!!! OH
TIO/IONIEN K KPOBAaTH U XOTes TepesioKUTh [IeBYIIKY Ha MaJieHbKUe IIIe/TKOBbIe
TIOAYIIKH, HO miepesiyMan. OH MOTPEeBOXKUT €€ COH, a eMy XOTe0Ch, UToObI OHa
XOTsl ObI HEMHOTO OTZOXHY/1a. BeZlaH 0CTOPO)KHO HAKPhLI €8 0fiessioM, B3TJISTHY/T
TOC/IeIHUI pa3 Ha CIIAIIYIO JIeBYIIKY U OTIIPABUJICS B CMEXHYI0 KOMHaTy. EMy
Heo0XoZMMO ObLIO TIOAYMaTh U PelnThb, UTO OH OyZeT fiesiaTh Jabliie.

Bapael Hurge He Obino. Ilocsie TOro, Kak [JHeM OHU BePHY/IWCh, MUPJ,
TIPO/ioJKasi THEBHO CMOTpeTh B CTOPOHY 4YeJsiOBeKa, Kyzaa-To ybexana. U oHa
00BHHSI/1a €r0 B TIOCIEITHOM TIOCTYTIKE.

My>xkurHa TIOAOIIEN K OOJBIIIOMYy MaCCMBHOMY CTOMY W y»Ke cobupascs
3aKeub KaH/les10p, KOTZa yC/Iblilian uyTh HaCMelllTUBOe:

— Bor He gyman, uto y TebGs MOTYT BO3HUKHYTb TIpOOIeMbl C
KeHIl[MHaMH. ..6part!

Bepnana o6zano ropsiueii BosHOUM. OH 3amep, MIOTOM pe3KO pa3BepHY/ICS Ha
KabsryKax 1 ero B3IJisJ| KDACHBIX I71a3 BCTPETHUJICS C TaKUM >Ke B3IJISI/[OM.

— Crokn!!! — mpocToHan umIiepatop, ¥ PUHYJICSA HAaBCTpeUuy MY’KUuHe,
BOJILITOTHO PAaCIi0/IOKUBIIIEMCSI B KpecJie.

Tor TOXXe BCKOUMWJI Ha HOTU, U uepe3 MIHOBEHHWE OHU YXKe KperKo
00OHUMaJIMCh, TIOXJIOMNbIBAst IPYT APYTY TI0 CITUHE.

— Crokn! Bpar!!!! Kak Tbl....ITpoknsaTtee! I'me Th1 Obw1?! [laii 1 Ha Tebs

nocMotpro!!! — smormK y1laBUHOM 0OpyIHMIMCh Ha BesaHa.
Ero 6par >kxuB! M oH cHoBa BepHy/ics K HuM! HeepostHo! IIpocto
HeBepOoATHO!

CTOKJI TOXKe efjBa ClepykKuBasi SMOLIMU U Mpsiya MOCThbIJHbIE [/l MY>KUMHBI
cJie3bl, KPUBO Y/IBIOHYJICS.

— Cmorpu! [1a v Ha cebsi faii B3mIssHYTh! A fyuilie 3aXKry KaHzeis0pbi!

BenaH puHysCs 3akuratb CBeud, U €ro pyka HEeCKOJIBKO pa3 /JpOrHyJia.
Cyunsioch TO, O YeM OH MeuTajl JOIruX TpU roga! borm CMuUIOCTUBUINCH Ha,
ero ceMbeii ¥ BO3BPATU/IU OpaTa >KUBBIM U 3/10POBbIM!

OH o00epHy/cs, W /Ba MY>KUMHBI 3aMepiu [JIpyTr TPOTUB Apyra. [daxe
HE3HAKOMOMY 4YeJIOBEKY XBaTW/IO Obl OHOTO OErsoro B3r/isa, 4TOObI MOHSTH,
yTo Tiepes; HUM OpaThsi. O6a BbICOKMe, C IIMPOKMMU T/IeUaMyd U KPYITHBIMU
dburypamu, TeMHOBOJIOChle, C KBaJpaTHbIMKH MOAOOpPOJKaMU U TIyOOKO
roca)keHHbIMU T1a3aMu. [1paBaa, B3risn y Begana Obin uyTh msirde. CTOKI, B



BU/y TOTO, UTO C MaJIbIX JIeT 3Hasl, uTo Oy/|eT UMIepaTopOM MPUBLIK CMOTPETh
JIFOASIM TIPAMO B IV1a3a, OT TOrO0 MHOTMM Ka3asloChb, YTO ero B3IVIsZ, [IPOHUKAaeT B
ayury. [Ipo Takve B3IVisi/ibl B IIPOCTOHAPO/bE TOBOPAT «BUAUT HACKBO3b».

Benan He MOr He 3aMeTUThb W3MeHeHWusi, rpousolienie ¢ Oparom. OH
TIOXY/IeJ1, YepThl JIUI[a 3a0CTPUINCH, Ha TIOAO0PO/IKe U MPaBOM BUCKE TIOSIBUIOCH
HEeCKOJTbKO HOBBIX HEerTyOOKUX IIIPaMOB.

OH CcHOBa TOZOLLE K HEMY YU HeTPOMKO CITPOCHUII:

— I'ne, uepT Bo3bMU, Tebs HOCUIIO?!

CTOKII 3aCMesiICs.

— Xopowuii Borpoc, Benan! He noBepuiiib, HO 1 ¥ Cam TOJIKOM He 3HaJl, I7e
MeHs1 HOCUJIO TToc/iefHUe rozal

— Tebst He 6b110 LebIX TpU Tofal Thl B Kypce, UTo 51 TilepeBepHY/ BepX JHOM
BCIO uMIieput0?! — B ronoce BefiaHa cribiiiaziack MCKPEHHsIsI TpeBora 3a Cyb0y
Opara.

ToT 310 3Han. Ho OT 0CO3HaHUs TOTO, YTO OH CHOBA HaXOJWUTCS jOMa, Cpe/in
OMM3KKMX W POJHBIX JIIOJeM, KpY)KWdach TOJIOBA, W  TIPOUCXOJsIIee
BOCIIPUHMMAJ/IOCh HEMHOT'O B UCKa)KeHHOM CBeTe.

— B kypce, B kypce, He Bopuu! Korya 310 y Tebs ycrien HCIOPTUTHCS
xapakTep, Mami oparer;?

B pmercrBe, wyta u fgpasHg, CToka Tak HasbiBal Begana. Tomy He
HPaBU/IOCh JIaCKaTe/IbHOe MPO3BUIIle, M OH 0OBIUHO KU/IA/ICS B IPAKY.

— C Tex cambIXx TMOp, KAk MHe TIPUILIOCh T[OAMEHSTh Tebsi Ha
VIMIIEPAaTOPCKOM TPOHe. 3Haelllb, He TIOHPaBU/I0Ch MHe Ha HéM BocceaTs! Uro-
TO KeCTKoBar!

Bparbsi CHHXPOHHO 3aCMesIUCh, TIOC/Ie Uero CHOBa OOHSITUCH.

— {1 mo cux mop He Bepro, UTO Thbl CTOMIIL Mepefo MHOW, CTOKI, —
niporoBopu BeiaH, pa3kumasi 00bATHSI.

— A 1 cam B 3TO He [J0 KOHL|a Bepr0, — MPU3HAJICS UCTUHHBIM UMIIepaTop, U
Ha ero juile TpoMesbKHY/Ma TeHb. — Jlo/ior 4To-TO y MeHsi ObUl MyThb JJOMOIA.
[aBaii-Ka BbIlIbeéM, 3a0{HO U [IOTOBOPHM.

— §1 celiuac npUKaxy HaM HaKpbITh CTOJI, [IOY>KUHAEM. . ..

— He Hamo, — ocTaHOBU/I ero crapimii Opart, NpuMoAHUMas pYyKy B
rporecte. — Kak Thl MOHMMaelllb, I NPOHKWK BO JBOpeL] MO HallemMy TalHOMY
X0[ly, CIelyanbHO CTapasch u30e)kaThb IIyMUXU [0 TIOBOAY CBOEro
BO3BpallleHus1. XOTesl CHauaja MoroBoputb ¢ Toboit. Emié ycreem oOBSIBUTH O
MOeM BO3BpallleHuu. MHe HaJj0 MOATOTOBUTbCA. A TO HabpocsTcs Bce....
CJI0)KHO TIpe/iCTaBUTh, CKOJIBKO CeMel TIo)KeJlaeT BbIKa3aTh JIMYHOe MOYTeHue U
BbIpa3suThb PaZioCTh 110 [IOBOAY MOero BO3Bpall|eHuUs.

B cimoBax CTOK/na TpOCKasb3biBajia UPOHUs. Kak He eMy ObLIO 3HaTh O



CYLLIHOCTHA [BOPOBbIX MHTPWUraHOB U TMPUCIYKHUKOB. OH, B OTIAuYMhe OT
maziiero 6para, OOJbIIYI0 YacThb BpeMeHU MPOKMBaa BO ZBOPLie B Appo, U
XOPOIIIO pa30bupascsi B MHTpUrax U jokeynbiokax. HeTpygHO ObIsIo MpeACcTaBUTh,
CKOJTbKO Pa3rOBOPOB TIOBJieueT 3a cob0ii ero Bo3BpailleHue. M kakoe KOMU4ueCTBO
3BaHbIX 00e/10B U 0asi0B MPU/IeTCS TIOCETUTB!

— Kak ckaxertiib! — ynbibHyscst B oTBeT BezaH.

B ckopoM BpeMeHu OpaTbsi Cuzieid B Kpec/jaX, PacIioyioKeHHbIX JpyT
TIDOTUB JIpyTa, U, MPUT'YOUB BUHO, OTBITHIBA/IUCE APYT Y APYTa, UTO TIPOU30IILIO
C KaK/IbIM 3a [JO/ITWe TPU roja.

— He TsHU, paccka3biBaii, rje Thl 06uTam BCé BpeMsi. Mou OTpsifibl He MOT/IU
B3ATh Ja)ke TBOero cjezga. Tbl TOYHO MCIApWICsa B Bo3gyxe. Kakux TOJBKO
runores g He crpowa! UYrto TonbKO He mpegnosaran!  IInUoHB  Jaxke
TpoYeChIBa/Id TIOPbMbI U Ka3eMarbl APYTUX UMIepHii!

— Het, H4 B KakoM I1/ieHy s He Obui, — oTBeTws1 CTOKA, U Befan obpatun
BHMMaHHUe, KaK B ero [iasax IIpOMeJibKHy/a Ieyasb. A BOT 3TO COBCEM
HeokuJaHHO. Ho OH He cTas 3a0CTpATh HAa 3TOM BHUMAaHWe, CJIUILIKOM MHOIO
ObUIO Apyrux, Kyna Oosiee Ba)KHBIX BOMPOCOB. — Bcé go 6Ge3ymusi mpocto.
[ToMHu1Ib, epesi TeM, KaK MHe TpOIacTb, Mbl C TOOOW He BUENUCH TOUTH
nonrofa? Tel Torna Ge3BbIIA3HO KU Y MUPAOB. Tak BOT s MMO3HAKOMUJ/ICS C
OJJHUM uy>KecTpaHileM ¢ Boctoka, Moco. Mbl capy»kumick. Kak-To 3a 60kanom
BHHA, OH MPU3HAJICS, UTO y HETO eCTh UHTepecHoe x060wu, mobumoe 3anstue. OH
nasaeT 1o ckasaMm. Mccienyer ropbl. MHe IOKasasoCh 3TO MHTEPECHbBIM, U S
TIOTIPOCUJT €ero B3ATh C co0oil. Mbl otnpaBuuchk B Wiabapyuc. Cam 3Haelllb,
Kakue TaM BbICOKue ropbl. OJJHOV BepeBKOM Ha JBOMX Mbl 0OMOTa/iu Taauu U
CTa/Id MOLHUMATBCA BBepX, — TyT CTOK czenan nay3y. — OH copBascs IepBbIM,
TIOTSIHYB MeHs1 3a co0oi.... IlocnenHee, uTo s MoOMHI0, BenaH, 3To moseT B
HUKyZa ¥ OTuasiHHOe >KejlaHWe BbDKUTh, He pa30buthcsi. Terepsb ropel Oyay
00XOZIUTb CTOPOHOI UepT 3HaeT CKOJIbKO BPEMEeHH.

BesiaH rokavas rojioBou.

— Tor cymacwiegmumii! IloueMy HUKOMY He CKa3sasl, KyZa OTIIpaB/IsielbCs?

CTOKJI IOyKaJI IyIeYaMu.

— OT0 ObIIO MOE pellieHUe.

[Tpuriia ouepeib Befana CKpUBUTH T'yOBbl.

— Vimniepatoph! peliieHuii He 0OBbCHSIOT?

— Bor-Bort! TTo6biBaB B MOe€i1 1IIKype, TOHKUMaelllb, 0 YeM sl TOBOPIO?

— MBI 0TB€K/IUCE. YTO NPOM30LLLIO TT0C/Ie TOT0, KaK Thl COPBAJICA?

— $1 ouHysCs B 0OBSATUSIX aMa30HKU, — KaK MOYKHO Oe33ab0THee TpOroBOpuI
Crokn. Ho oH 3a0bl1, uTo ero cobecemHHKOM ObI caMblii OMM3KHUIT UETIOBEK,
KOTOPOTO CJIOXKHO BBECTH B 3a0/yKzieHue.



— MHe KakeTCsI UM He y OTHOTO MeHsI TIPO0/ieMbl C >KeHIIIMHaMU ?

CTOKJI cienas IJIOTOK BHMHA U MPUIVTYLLIEHHO 3aCMesyICS.

— Tak, 3HauuT, 51 ObLI MpaB, ¥ Ta O/IOH/IVMHKA B TBOEM KPOBATH. ..

VIcTUHHBIA UMIIepaTop He [OroBOpW/, IIOTOMy UYTO Iv7la3a BejaHa
TIOTeMHEeJH, a B3IJIsifI CTasn 0osiee ske CTKUM.

— CTOK/1, He Hazo.

— [Tonsn.

— Ceiliuac He myulliee BpeMsi, 4ToObl 00OCyXJaTb ApHIO, — UyZleCHOe
BO3BpallleHre bpata 0TB/eK/I0 BeJjlaHa OT TATOCTHBIX AyM.

— BOT ¥ 1po CBOIO aMa30HKY 51 MOT'y CKa3aTb TOXe camoe, — cKa3an CTOKII U
HeOXXUIaHHO yJjapy/l Ky/1aKOM I10 CTOJTy. — YrpsMULa!

— OTO Thl celyac mMpo Koro? — BemaH He cMor yaep»kaTbCs OT JIerKOU
HWPOHUU.

— IIpo JIuto, meByIIIKY, KOTOpasi MeHsI Criacyia U Bbixofuaa, — CTOK/ ObICTPO
ocyiua Ookan M Hamuaa cebe elfé BUHA. — Y MeHs ObUIM MHO)KeCTBEHHbIE
riepesioMbl, B TOM YKCJie, U TI03BOHOUHMKA. MOXKHO CKa3aTb, OHa cobpasia MeHs
110 yacTsaM. Beixoguna. {1 He 3Har0, KAKUM 4yZl0[eMCTBEeHHBIM HACTOEM OHA MeHS
Towusia, HO paHbl 3aXWBa/M Ha TI/Ma3ax. [la M KoCTU cpacTanuch ObICTpee
00bryHOr0. OHa MeHs TTOCTaBU/Ia Ha HOTH. . ..

bpar 3amosuan, ycTpemMuB B3IV, B CTOPOHY OKHAa. BejiaH MoHsA/I, UTO OH
ceituac mymaet o JIuu. OHa He TOJILKO TIOCTaBU/Ia €r0 Ha HOTH, HO U BHOOWUIa B
cebsl.

A BOT 3T0 yXe uHTepecHo. B otinume ot Besana, CToka MeHsi1 paBOPUTOK
e/lBa Jiu He KaXK/IbIi MeCsl], ¥ 3a HUM 3aKperusach cjlaBa roburens >xeHIuH. 1
OH Ha caMOM [lefne ux mobwun. [axe, MOXHO cCKa3aTb, OoroTBopmi. OH
BOCXMILAJICSI )KeHCKOM KpacoTor U BocxBajsia eé. IIlyTsa roBopui, KaKk OH MOXeT
OCTaHOBUTHCSI HA OFHOU KPacCOTKe, KOrJa BOKPYT CTOMBKO «BKYCHBIX JaMOYeK»
XOZUT.

Ho cetiuac BCé nsmenunocs. smenuncs B3z CToKa.

— Pacckaxelp moToM MpO BallM OTHOLIEHWS C JIveu, 4yTO-TO MHe
MO/ICKa3blBaeT, YTO OHM He TIPOCThL. Thl MHe Jyullle CKakd, IOUeMy He
BO3Bpalliascs Bcé 3o Bpemsi! He Mor ke Thl Jie)KaTh CO CJIOMAaHHBIMU pebpamu
TpHU roza!

— Ilpu majeHMy s XOpPOLIO MPUIOXKWICS TOJIOBOW, W TMOTepsii naMsTb.
HUuero He rniomHun, Beman. Hu kTo 9, HUM oTkyga npuiuén. HenpusitHoe
OLLyLI|eHue, 51 XOUY CKa3aTb.

bpoBu Benana npunofHsA/IMCh K BepXy.

— W TbI BCOMHWUJI, KTO THI. ...

— Mecsi Ha3ag,. Korza yBuzien napsiiiero B Hebe Mup/ia.



CTOK/I OCyIIM/I BTOpOi OoKam BuMHA. M Ha 3TO Oblla CBOS MpuuuHa. JIs
Croksia MUpabl ObLTM 60/ILHOM TeMoi. Mupy BbIOpas MCTUHHOIO MMITEPATOopa,
Kor/ja TOT ObI elfé pebeHKOM, JIeT MSTh €My ObLIO, a KOI/la OH BOIIE/ B TIEPUO/
My>kecTBa, Mupj; ymep. U c tex mop Crtok xu 06e3 Kpbinaroit cobaku. Mbparum
TOBOPHJI, UTO CTOUT IIOJ|OKZATh, UTO eIllé He POZAMICS MHUPJ, KOTOpbIM OymeT
HAXOJUTBCS psAAoM C umrepartopoM. IImu rogpl, 1 CTOKII MepeXKuBaa CUIbHee,
HO CTapasicsi He oTuyanBaThCs. OH Tak >ke ObLI B/Ir00O/IEH B MUP/IOB, Kak U BegaH.

Ecmu 6b1 Ha MoMmeHT Tiporniakk CTOK/Ia ¢ HUM ObUT MHpPZ, OHU ObI OU€Hb
OBICTPO HAIIUIU ero.

— A uto HNoc?

— JIus Haiwia ero Ge3fpIxaHHOEe HMCKajedeHHOe Teo. OH He BbDKUM TIPH
naZieHu .

BeziaH 1oMosuai ¢ MUHYTY, OCMBIC/IMBAsi CKa3aHHOE.

— 51 pag, uTO THI BepHYyJICS, Opar.

— A yX Kak s pajl, — HEMHOT'O yCTaJI0 CKa3aj cTapiiui 6par. — CoCcKyumsics
TI0 POZIHbIM, 10 Tebe, BezaH. ..

— Huuero, ¢ 3aBTpalllHETO JHSI OKYHEIIbCS B ITPUBBIYHYIO )KU3Hb. Thl He
TIpe/ICTaB/Iselb, C KAKOM Pa/IoCThIO 51 BEPHY Tebe TUTY/1 MMIiepaTopa!

— Thl, BesiaH, BCE Tak >ke He )KeJlaelllb MPaBUTh?

— ThI >Ke 3Haelllb, 3TO He 10 MHE....

CTOKJI, UyTh MPHIIYPUB I71a3a, 3ayMUHBO TTPOTOBOPHIIL:

— A Be[lb Terepb Y MeHS €CTh HaC/IeTHUK.

— Hacneguuk?! — Bckpuuan BemaH ¥ BCKOUM/I Ha HOTW. — To eCTb Thbl
XOYelllb CKa3arth....

— Y MeHs CbIH, OpaT, MaJiel], KOTOPOTO s Jit00/1t0 OO/bIIIe KU3HHU.

My>KurHbI CHOBa OOHSITUC.

— I'me oH? Tbl ipuBe3 ero? [laii >xke MHe Ha HETO B3IVISIHY Th!

Tyt CTOK/ BBIpYyTasics.

— Bcé He Tak npocto. OH ocTajca ¢ Marepbro. JIug He oTaana ero MHe. Hy,
Y caMa He [10exasia CoO MHOW.

— Tak...., — 3aiymMmunBO TIPOTsiHY/N BenaH. — MHe KaxeTtcs, Tebe BCE-Taku
nipujieTcst mofipobHee pacckasaTh O BalllMX B3aMMOOTHOIIIEHU.

CroK nokauas rojIoBOH.

— He ceropns, 6pat, He cerozHs.... Jlopora Oblja A0/roil 1 yTOMUTETBHOM.
S Benb crapascs, uToObl MeHs HUKTO He y3Haa. He XoTesn LIyMUXU paHblIie
BpeMeHU. MHe XBaTUT Y 3aBTpallHero JHs, KOrja Bce OTKpoeTcs. Thl MHe jyuliie
1ipo cebst Xx0Ts 661 HEMHOTO paccKaXku. [Ipo UMIiepuio He CIpallivMBaro, 3Hako, UTo
OHa HaXOJWIach B Ha/IeXKHBIX pyKax. Ta 6/oHUHKa. ...



Benan noctaBui 60Kaa Ha CTO/IMK U TTPOCTO OTBETHII:
— 4 mrobutro eé. M 3TiM BCé CcKasaHo.

Apus IPOCHYJIACH OT OLLYI|eHHUs, YTO Ha Heé CMOTPAT.

OmyiieHve ObLIO ABOSIKUM — B3IVISiZL M JlacKad, U TpeBokua eé. OHa C
HEOXOTOM OTKpbI/a I71a3a, U BOCIIOMUHAHUS JTaBUHOM 00pYIIWINCH Ha Heé.

[Toe3nka B MupoHnuto, apect JIuaHa, ummneparop....

bory, nmnepartop! OHa ke HaXOAUTCS Y Hero B MOKOsiX !

Apus monbITajsach BCTaTb, HO 3aryTajach B IPOCTBIHAX M yCJblllasna
JIOBOJIBHBIA CMeX:

— Apus, gobpoe yTpo!

JeByiika 3amepna ¥ MeJjIeHHO I[IOBepHYy/la IOJIOBY B CTOpPOHY, OTKyza
[IOHOCHJICA TrojioCc. HemMHOro nmoozase OT Heé, TOYHO Tak ke, MOIEPEK KpoBarty,
onupasiCb DYKOW O TOJIOBY, Jexxan Benan u HaOmopan 3a TeM, Kak OHa
IPOCHINAaeTCs.

Beimigaen umiiepatop vHavye, yeM 3aliOMHWIa OHa Buepa. OHa 0OXuzana,
YTO OH BEpHeTCs C TBepAbIMHM HaMepeHbsIMU OKOHUYaTe/JbHO C/JIOMHUTH eé,
MOYUHUTb.

Ho cetiuac, 6poCcuB Ha Hero HepelnTeTbHbINA, 0TYACTH CMYIIeHHbIN B3I,
OHa 3aMeTu/Ia, YTO OH BBIIVIsiZIes1 OOPBIM U CUACTIUBBIM.

— Bame BesmyecTBO..., — II0370pOBajiach OHAa, a Ccama, TeM BpeMeHeM,
TIOATSIHYJ/Ia HOTU K CPYZIU U yIlepsiachk CIIMHOM B BBICOKYIO CIIMHKY KPOBaTH.

[Topasbliie oT Hero.

My>KurHa 3aMeTu/1 e€ JBWXXEHHUsl, U eMy TOTuacC 3aX0Tesi0Ch OOHSThH eé u
CKa3aTh, YTO OH 0OJIbllle HUKOT/IA He UCTTyTaeT eé.

Ho nipuiiiock 0CTaHOBUTE ITOPHIB.

— Apusl...KaK Tbl cebst UyBCTBYEIIIb?

— Cnacubo, XOpOIlO, — OCTOPOXKHO OTBeTW/Ia Apus, W TMOCTapaiach
He3aMeTHO TIPUTSHYTh K cebe mokpbiBaso. OHa, MO-TIpeKHEMY, HaxO[u1ach B
neHbloape, U COOCTBeHHasi HOraTa TpPeBOXKW/Ia eé. JTO celyac HMIIepaTop
CTIOKOMHO JIEKUT, a B C/ieAylolljee MIHOBEHHEe OH MOKeT HabpoCUTbCsS Ha Heé,
KakK 3Bepb.

— Apus, TBl He TIIpe/CTaB/sgellb, UYTO CJIYyYWJIOCh, TIOKA Thl crnana!l —
pPaZl0CTHO BOCK/IUMKHY/I Befjan. EMy He Tepriesiock IozemuTbCs HOBOCTEIO.

OH He Jlenia/l HUKaKWX pe3KuX JBMKeHUM, 4ToObI He UCITyTaTh /eByIlKy. OH
BU/IeJI, UTO OHa OOUTCS ero, v MpuUrHa eé cTpaxa Ob1710 000CHOBaHa.



BegaH crapasicsi He 3a0CTpSTh BHMUMaHHE Ha HeJAaBHUX COOBITUSX, He
BO3Bpaljarbcss K HUM. Bo Bpems pasroBopa co CTOKJIOM OH IIOHSJI, UTO
HeobX0MMO fiesiaTh, UTOOBI BBIMPOCHTHL TIPOljeHHWe y ApHH U 3aBOeBaTh eé
cepaLe.

— W....uT0? — C 3aMUHKOM cripocuia Apus.

[Toka OH HaXOAW/ICS Ha JIPYrOll CTOPOHe KPOBaTH, BCE ObLI0O OTHOCUTETEHO
HOPMaJIbHO.

— CToKJ1 BepHyJCs!

— Wimriepatrop Ctokn?! Baiir crapinmii 6pat?... — U3yM/IEHHO TTepecIipocuia
Apus, U cpa3y ke BCIIOMHWJIA pasroBOp ero BejuyecTBa O TOM, YTO OH IPaBUT
JIIIIb TI0 TOMY, YTO UCTHHHBIM UMIIepaTop TPU r'ofi Ha3az, rporna 6e3 BeCTH.

W BOT OH BepHYJICA.....

Apusi TIpOCHY/Nach OKOHYaTelbHO, HOBOCTb Ha CaMOM Jejie Obina
oLesioM/IsiFoLer. Y UTO-TO ed MOfCKa3biBalio, UTO OHA ChIFPAaeT He IOC/IeIHIO0
pO/b B eé cy/n0e.

[Tocnie BuepaiiHUX coObITHH, ApUsi UyBCTBOBasa cebsi orycTormieHHOU. [la,
Benan orpearvpoBasl Ha eé UM, Kak OHa U Impepnosarana. BcromHun. [le
KnapuHke Korja-To Oblla OdeHb TI'poMKOM (amuiveii. Tereph oOHa JMIIb
HcTOpUs. ApHsi 10 CHUX TIOp He Mor/ia iyMaTh 0e3 COApPOraHMs O TeX JHSX, Korja
B pogHOM [Bopiie 6ecunHcTBOBan ummneparop Jlepan Illapze! Cre3 He Oblno,
OHU BbITIJIaKaHbl el B Te JHU....ApHUsi coxajiena 00 OJHOM, UTO He HWMeeT
BO3MOXXHOCTH MPUWTHA Ha MOTWIY POAUTE/ed U MOUYTUTh UX MaMATh [JO/DKHBIM
obpa3om. Vx Tesa MOTJIOTHT OTOHb.

HNonroe Bpemsi Apus cTaparesibHO wu30erasia MbIC/ell O Tpareuu,
nocturiieii eé cembro. beperya ncuxuky. IMeHHO 3TMM OHa MOXKeT OOBSICHUTH
TOT (DaKT, YTO He TIOBpeuIack paccyakoM. CMor/Ia Jja/bllle KUTb.

U JIuaH....OH Bcé Bpems Obl1 psiioM. TouHo Gpart, KOTOPOTro y Heé HUKOTa
He 6bu10. OH 3a6oTucs u obeperasn eé. Ternepb MPUILIO €€ BpeMsi BLIPyUaTh ero.

Celiuac, korjja wumrnepaTop ObLT OKpbUIEH BO3BpallleHWeM Opara W
HaxXOAW/ICs B PAaJylIHOM HAaCTPOEHWH, MOXKHO OyleT TMOMpOCUTh €ero o
TIOMUJ/IOBaHUM.

CBosi cyanba 0Tol1L/1a Ha 3a/JHUM T1J1aH.

— [Ha, Apus! Crokn cHoBa ¢ Hamu! Uepe3 uac Oyger odwuimanbHO
00BbsIB/IEHO O ero BO3BpallleHuu!

— §1 mpejcTaBsA0, UTO HAYHETCH...., — Apus MOjJep>KuBaja pasroBop,
riepesiambiBasi ce0sl.

Ceropnst Besjan He crieliiv/ OT/iaTh NPYKa3, UTOObI OHA HauMHasa ybiakaThb
ero....

— Het, Mmanbilika, Tl He mnpejcTaBiaselis! f U camM-TO TOMKOM He



TIpe/ICTaBJIsIi0, HO OyzneT nHTepecHo! XoueT MONpUCYTCTBOBATh MPU 3TOM?

Apuisi ToKavasa rojioBomu.

— Her, Bailie BesinuecTBO, He XOuy.

JIvio Benana ctano cepbes3HbIM.

— Apus, Teriepsb s ipocto BezaH. Y xouy, 4ToObI Thl CHOBa MeHS Ha3bIBasia
110 UMEeHU.

He cmoTps Ha Tep3aeMbli CTpax, Apusi BCIIbIXHYJIA.

— VI3BUHUTE, HO HET.

— [Touemy?

— Hazio monarathk, 3TO puTOprYeCKUK BONPOC C Ballleld CTOPOHBI, MUAJIOP/I,.

BenaH c>kas Iyobl.

— A HacTrauBaro, Apusi.

OT NIPUBBLIUKM MPUKa3bIBaTb HEBO3MOKHO M30aBUTHCA B ofjHOUacke. K Tomy
J)Ke, OH He JIYKaBW/, KOI/la TOBOPW/I IIePBOMY COBETHUKY, UTO [Jaxe C
BO3BpalljeHneM Opara, ero CcTaTyC Majo u3MeHUTCA. OH OCTaHeTCs Ye/IOBEKOM,
Ha/le/IeHHbIM TIPAKTHUUeCKH 0e3rpaHUYHOM BJ/IaCThIO.

OT cero (pakTa HUKYZA HEBO3MOXKHO J1€ThCSI.

Apusi, cama TOro He 3amMeuasi, C’Kajla PyKU B KyJlaku, CKOMKaB TTOKPbIBAJIO.
Benan cHoBa urpaer c Heid, 3a06aBnsieTcsi! Eif ObI BCIIBIXHYTb, BCTATh U YUTH. ..

Ho....rne-to B TeMHOM KaMepe Haxoawics JIuas.

— Xopotiio....BesaH, — mporoBopuia oHa, c/iefiaB Haf, coboii ycunue. U 310
yCUJ/IUe He OCTa/JIOCh He 3aMeUYeHHbIM.

BenaH B3pOrHYy/I U pe3KO MOAHSJICS, CeJl Ha KPOBaTH.

— Apus...HaMm Hafo oueHb cepbe3HO TIOrOBOPUTh. SI Oyay TOBOPHUTH
ObICTPO, TMOTOMYy UTO Yy MeHsI Ma/Jil0 BpeMeHM, cama I[IOHHMaelllb, MHe
HeobxomuMo OyneT HaxOAUTLCS B 3asie, Korja oObsaBAT 0 Bo3BpalljeHuyd CToK/a.
[TosToMy..., — OH TIPOBE&/ PYKOH 10 BosiocaM. — [TosToMy, mpolily, nogyman Ha/
TeM, UTO sl coOuparoch Tebe ckazarb. [Togymaerb?

Apusi CHOBa yIUBW/IACh U HEPeLLUTEe/IbHO KUBHYIIA.

— [a...rocraparocs.

— Bor u ymawMIla, — BegaHy ObIIO HeslerKo MPOJO/DKUTL. A eIé TpyjHee
ObIJIO He 3aMeyaTh 3aTPaB/IEHHOTO B3r/sigAa Apun. U eé nmomyobHa)KeHHOTO TeJa.
Boru! Eé Teno....OHO OBLIO CO3MAaHO MMM I UCKYIIeHUs MY>KUuH. Hemb3s
o0malaTh TaKMM POCKOIIHBIM, TPUTATAaTeIbHBIM TesioM! BegaH, cTouio emy
OpoCUTh OAWMH MUMOJETHBIA B3IVIAJ Ha TPyab Apuu, OOTSHYTYIHO TOHKUM
MPO3pauHbIM KPY’KEBOM, KaK BHYTPU BCE BCKMUIIA/JIO. A YK eC/yd CIyCTUThCA
UyThb-uyTh HIKe...Tam, rie Tanus 1yiaBHO repexojusa B Oespa....u rje, Kak OH
TIOMHW/I, HaxOAWICsS HeOOJBIIION OCTPOBOK 30/I0TUCTBIX BOJOC. Bemany
TIPUIIJIOCh TIPUKPBITH T71a3a, UTOObI M30aBUTHCS OT HABS3UMBOTO HaBaXKIEHUS.



BcrioMyHaTh 0 TOM, Kak OH Opan Apuio — OmacHo.

Apusi To)Ke BHUMaTresbHO Habsmozmana 3a myxuuHou. CerofHsi OH ObLn
Apyrum. Takoe 4yBCTBO, YTO OH KapAWHaJbHO U3MEHWJICA 3a OLHY HOYb. U ero
KeJlaHUe TIOTOBOPUTE. ...UTo oH cobuparics eii cKa3aTh?

OHa npuroToBu/Iach K XyzLiemy.

— §1 Buepa pasrosapusaJl c JIvaHoMm, — ripusHasica BegaH.

Apusi BCKpUKHY/Ia M 3a)kaja poT pykou. MHTywuims He nojsena eé. Bor
OHO!

— 3aueM..., — BbIIOXHY/Ia 1obefHeBIIas 1eByIIIKa.

— Apus, ¥3-3a HalMX TOCTOSIHHBIX HEZOTOBOPOK, MBI....HeT, 1 — TOJIbKO £
oauH! — HaTBopua Oosbinx Gex. O6uzmen tebs. B3sin cunoii. Bein ockopbien,
yyBCTBOBaJI cebst rpeilaHHbIM! XO0Ts, ec/iv pa3obpaTbCsi, Thl MHE HUUETO HUKOTZA
He obGermrasa! O cBouX UyBCTBaxX si TOBOPUTh TOKa He CMelo....JIUilb CKaxy,
YTO..., — OH CIVIOTHY/ TIO/ICTYTIMBIIMM K TOPIY KOM M OOJIBIIMMU 11IaraMU CTasl
V3MepATh MPOCTPAHCTBO Iepej, KPoBaTbl0. — MHe HeT MmpolleHus 3a TO, YTO
B3si/1 Tebsi BUepa B TOpbIBe 3710CTU. bl OUeHb >KejlaHHA /51 MeHs...Thbl ke
3Haelb! Ho cefiuac He 00 3TOM. TBOsSI McTOpUsl, Apus, OTKpblIa MHe T/1a3a Ha
mHoroe! I Mor Obl cripocuTh Tebsi, ToueMy Thl He pacCKa3aja TpaB/pbl, He
Jl0Bepuiach MHe, HO TIOHHMMat0, UTO BeJl cebsi He Haziexkalum obpa3oM, HUUeM
He 3aC/y)KMB TBOero jaoBepus. MHe nok/ajbiBaid, 4yto Apuu ge CejuHr He
CyILIecTByeT B TIDUPO/ie, sl 3HA/, UTO Thl CTapaTe/JbHO obeperaelib TMpOIIOe, U
BMECTO TOTO, UyTOOBI TIOZIpOOHee pa3y3HaTh, KeM Thl SIB/ISEIILCS HA CaMOM Jiejie,
aymarn o Tebe Tosibko rsioxoe. [Tapasioke — He ioBepsisi, TpeboBa JoBepusi.

Apus omycTuia rojioBy, He B COCTOSSHUM CMOTpeTh Ha Benana Bapkiaiiza.
3aueM OH IOBOPUT (CJIOBA, KOTOpbIe — He CMOTpS HU Ha uro!!! — MpoHUKarOT B
ayiry? Heyxenu JIuaH okasajcs TipaB, U TIPUIIIO BpeMsi, KOT/ia oHa 0osibiiie He
B COCTOSTHUM YKUTh 6€3 My>KUMHbI, 0€3 My>KCKOM JTaCKU U BHUMaHUSI?

Uymis!

Ot myxunH opHu ctpaganusi! OpHu yHwkeHusi! VI HUKakou pagocTu!
Hukakoro HacmaxaeHus!

— JlvaHy He CTOM/I0O BaM pacCKasblBaTb, — HEIPOMKO IIPOrOBOpPUJIA OHA, He
TI0JHMMas! TOJIOBBI.

30/I0TUCTBIE BOJIOCHI KacCKaZioM CTPYWIUCh II0 eé 1uieyaMm, U Bepany
TIPUIIZIOCh CTUCHYTh 3yObl, YTOObI He PUHYTHCS K Hell, He CKaTb B OOBSTUSAX U
He MpWXKarh K cebe.

He Bpewms.

— Crowuno! Tlo kpaiiHel Mepe, Tereps 51 He Ka3Ho ero!

A BOT 3TU CJioBa 3acTaBWwId Apuro BCTpeneHyThCa! OHa cockouusna C
KpOBaTM U BCTajia HANpoTUB wuMrepatopa. Eé gabixaHue cOWIOCh, Tpyab



PUTMHYHO MOJHMMAJIaCh U OIyCKasach.

OHa cliernuia pyku riepe]; co6oii 1 cOMBUMBO TIPOTOBOPU/IA:

— Bbl...BbI oTIIyCcTUTE ero? He noaepruete kKa3Hu? Wiu ocyaure?! Tenepb
BbI 3HaeTe, UTO OH He BUHOBAT, UTo....

— Apus, TIOMOJIYM, TOKaJIyicTa, — npepBan eé BenaH cepAUTBIM TOHOM. —
Tel celiuac criocobHa HAaroBOPUTH JUIITHET0. MOHTeChe TOTOBW/I TIOXUIL[eHUe
MUD/IOB, a 3TO Cepbe3Hoe TpecTyrieHue. To, UTO OH fesan 3TO paau Tebs ¢
TOUKU 3peHHe 3aKOHa, He OmpaBjbiBaeT ero. JIuiib moromMy 4ro f...., — OH
riepeBesl AbixaHue. — B GmarosmapHOCTb 3a ero pacckas, si ormyily ero. OH
TOKWHeT Appo.

Hu c uem He cpaBHMMOe oOsierueHue WcCMbiTana Apus, U, 3a0biB 00
OMacHOCTH, KOTOpasi, KaK OHa CUMTasa, Mo-MpeKHeMy UCXOJW/Ia OT MY>KUUHBI, B
ropbiBe 6/1arolapHOCTH OHA KWHY/ach K HEMY CO CJIOBaMMU:

— Crniacu6o! Criacubo BaM OrpoMHOe. ..

Eé ToHkue pyku obOxBaTwiu 1iet0 BesmaHa, U [ieBylllka NpuKanachb K ero
Ipyay.

Ho nviub Ha MrHOBeHuUe.

Crouno eli KOCHYThCS ero, Kak cpaboTas WHCTMHKT camo3aiuTbl. OHa
BCIIOMHM/IA, KaK BaJisijiach B €ro Horax ¢ MojbbaMu o nomMuioBaHuu JInaxa.

«51 6yny...Oyay Baitei 000BHULIEH. . ..UTPYIIIKOM. . ..pabOM. . ..»

OH BHsi/1 eé MosbOam.

Benan He ycmen o0OHATH ApuiO, TIPUKOCHYThCSI K Hel, KakK OHa Yxe
OTCTPaHWIACh OT Hero, ¥ CHOBA Ha eé JIML[0 BO3HUKIIO UCITyraHHOe BbIpakeHHe.

— Apus, — 1103BaJl OH eé.

Omna cgenana war Ha3az. [Totom ewé oguH.

— $1 OGnaromapto Bac....Bel oueHb MWJIOCEpDAHBI..., — 3alllerTaja OHa
OTpellleHHbIM T0I0COM. — Bbl. . ..5] BLINIONHIO CBOE obelilaHue. . ..BBIMOMHIO. ..

CHauana BefiaH He TOHsi/I, 0 KakoM o0elllaHUM OHa BefieT peub. [IoTom B
TaMsATH BCILTBUIN eé CJI0Ba: «s1 oyny...6ymy Baliei
MOOOBHULIEH. . . . UTPYIIKOM. . ..paboM. ...». [Ipoknsitee! OH ocBoboann MoHTeche
He B LieJisIX LaHTaka Apur! A 1I0TOMy 4TO TO-Apyromy He mor!

OTOT HEeCOCTOSIBIIIMICS TOProBel] Aoiryue rofsl 3abotuncs o eco Apuu! U
3TUM BCE OBbIJIO CKa3aHO.

Bcnyx Befan HHUUero 1moso0HOro He CcKasall.

— 51 Bo3Bpairjato Tebe TBOE obeliaHue.

Apusi 3amepiia, yCiIbIlaB 3Ty c/10Ba. He moBepuia. A motom.. ..

['onoBa pe3ko 3akKpyKwujacb, B BUCKax 3ary/bCUPOBaJ0 OT BHYTPEHHEro
HaripsbkeHust. To ectb Beman Bapkiaig otnyckaer eé? To ecTb OHa MOXKeT
yexarb BMecTe ¢ JInanom?



Benan, TOYHO NIPOUMTAB €€ MbIC/IU, IPOJOJIKUII:

— Apwus, ceryac Tbl MeHs HeHaBUMIb. BO3MOXXHO, fjaxe Tipe3upaellb. Y
Tebs1 eCcTh Ha TO 1paBo. Ho oTmycTuTth Tebst ¢ JInuaHoM st He Mory. Thl OCTaelibCsl.

Kpblibsi, KOTOpbIe TOTOBBI OBLIM PACTIPABUTHCS 3@ CITUHOM APUH, KECTOKO
noApe3anyd. OHa CHOBa TIOHUKI/IA, OieCK, BCTIBIXHYBIIMM B Cepo-3e/ieHbIX T/a3ax,
riorac.

— Kakum o006pa3om Bbl MeHsl y/ep)KuTe? — HErPOMKO, HO peIlluTebHO
cripocuiia Apusi.

OnHa cama He oxujana oT cebs mofobHON cmenoctu. Ecnu ummeparop
Bepnan orryctut JInaHa u 0CBOOOAMT OT 0belljaHusI, TO UTO CMOXKET yZepKaTh eé
B Appo? Ona cBoboxanbili uenoBek. K Tomy ke, Began Bapkaiig uepe3 uyac
Govibiiie He OyZieT UMIIEPATOPOM, COOTBETCTBEHHO, OHA — €ro TMo/JJaHHOM.

Benan Bbipyrasncs. VMHorga Apusi mopakaja ero CBOeM HauBHOCTBIO!
Hey>xenu oHa JymaeT, UTO eCJIM OH PELUWT yJepykaTb eé CHUJION, TO eMy UTO-TO
CMOYKeT MOMellaTh?

Ho oH BbIOpan pyroi myTk.

IIyTb, KOTOPBIMA, KAK OH PAaCCUMTHIBAJ WU HaJessICs, TOMOXXeT IPeososeTh
TIPOIIaCTh HETIOHUMAaHUS MEXIY HUM U JTFOOMMOM KeHIIUHOM.

— 1 3Hato, UTO THI CuMTaellb cebs OecrimogHoW. I cMory noaapuTh Tebe
pebenka. Ham. Tbl cMO>kelllb pOAUTh OT MEHS.
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Apud nomarHy/1acb, TOYHO €€ yapuin.

[poskarmmu rybamMu OHa mpoiiiernrana:

— Bbl OUeHs. . .0ueHb KeCTOKU, MUJIOPA. . ..

['1a3a HaMOJIHU/IUCE C/1e3aMU.

[By>KeHUsi umIiepatopa ObLTM OdeHb ObICTPBI. B 0OfHO MrHOBeHWe OH
OKasajics ps/loM U 00XBaTWl eé JIMI[0 PYKaMH, 3aK/IF0UU/I B KOJbIOe/b JlafloHb.
BuieTh eé ciie3bl, eé cTpailaHyst — ObIJI0 HEBLIHOCHUMO.

— Apus!...Apusd!...PogHas fgeBouka....fI He »keCTOK....fI He LIyyy U He
u3/ieBaloCch Haj, TOOOW, Kak Thl Moria mnoaymark! S Ha camom fene
Mory....BepHee, Tbl Ha CaMOM Jiejie CMOXKeT 3a4aTb OT MeHs!!

Apus, HaX04sCh Ha I'PaHU UCTEPUKH, TOIbITA/NaCh BbIPBATLCS, OTTOIKHYThH
Benana, Ho mpoiije ObUIO CABUMHYTH CKaly, yeM ero. OHa MoOr/ia BbIJl€p>KaTh
KaKue yroZHO pa3roBOpbI, UCIIbITAHUSA, JIUILIEHUs], MOI/Ia, KaK 0Ka3al0Ch, CHeCTH
Jla)kKe W3HACWUIOBaHWE MY)XUMHbI, HO Tema pebOeHKa....[lns Heé 3T0 ObUIO
CJTALLIKOM!

OHa uyBCTBOBa/Ia, UTO MPOBA/IMBAETCSA B TeMHOTY. KOMHaTa IoIisuia nepep
rrna3zamu. OOGMOpPOK CTaHeT /iJisi Heé CriaceHueM.

— Apusa! — BoCK/IUKHY/ BeJaH, 3aMeTuB, Kak [OKauyHy/nach JeByllka. OH
MeJlJINTh He CTaJl — [TOAXBAaTUI e€ Ha PYKU U OTHeC Ha KpOBarh.

OCTOPOKHO TI0JIO’KKB Ha MOKPbIBAJIO, OH Ha/IW/ U3 rpadHa BO/bl B CTaKaH
Y TIDOTSIHYJI €W.

— Beinei.

['o/10Cc My>XKUMHBI pa3fancs Kak U3 TymaHa. Apusi He »Kejaja BO3BPAIlaTbCs
K JIeMCTBUTETbHOCTH, OHA yCTasia, OHa OeCKOHEYHO ycTana....

— Apus!

[TOBTOpHBIM OKPUK UMIIEPAaTOPa HEMHOTO TIPUBE €€ B UyBCTBO, U OHA JIULIb
TOr/la 3aMeTW/a TMPOTSAHYTBbIM CTakaH C BOAOM. B3sja W chesana HeCKOIBKO
IJIOTKOB.

OH roBopus 0 pebeHke. ...

YTBepxzas, uTo OHa CMOXKET OT Hero 3ayarb. ...

OHa nosepHyJia rojioBy B CTOPOHY MY)KUMHBI U C Ha/IPbIBOM BBIJJOXHYJIA:

— Kak....

JIviis TOBKO KOIZla OH YCJ/bIMIa/A OT Heé OTBeT, TO MOHSJI, UYTO BCE 3TO
Bpemsi He fbiinan. ['pyas okamu TMcku. EMy HeBBIHOCMMO ObLIO BU/IETh, B KAKOM
IJIAYUeBHOM COCTOSIHUM HaxoAuTcs Apusd. 3a TMocjiejHue Mapy JHeu OHa



TIoXy/lesia elllé CUbHee, ToZ, I71a3aMu 00pa30BaIiCh TeMHbIe KPYTH, /Ia U Ha Tese
OBV BUIHBI CUHSIKH.

YBuzseB cuHskH, BemaH Haxmypwicsi. OH He MOr ObITh BuUepa CTOMb
’KeCTOKHM, UTOOBI OCTABUTh Cjieibl Ha eé HeykHoM Tesie! He mor! Xors....

YyBcTBys cebsi TocefHUM Mep3aBiieM, BefaH KauHy/ roJIOBOM, TTPOTOHSIS
HEHY)KHbIe Ha JIaHHbIH MOMeHT MbICTH. K ueMy ceituac camobuueBanue? OHO
YTO-TO MOXKET U3MeHUTh? [10BepHYTh BpeMsi BCIISITh?

Hert.

— Mup/pl, Masbiinika. MupoHusi criocobHa TBOPUTH uyaeca. Eciau Thbl
roZlymMaelllb HaJ, MOUMU C/I0BAMH, €CJIA Tbl CMOXXEIllb MPeo0JieTb CBOE...CBOK
HEeTIpUsi3Hb B OTHOIIIEHWW MY)KUMH, B YaCTHOCTHM, MeHs, TO.... Y Hac Oyzer
IIIaHC, — OH TOBOPHJ/, CMOTps Ha eé OyegHOe JIMIO, TBITasiICh MOWMAaThb XOTb
KaKWe-TO U3MeHeHus1 B e€ B3msiZie. — EC/IM Thl COTIaCUILBbCS, MbI TIPOJIO/DKUM
pas3roBOp CITyCTS HECKOJIbKO 4YacoB. fl mocCTaparoChb BEpPHYThCS, KaK MOXKHO
obicTpee. Ho cHauasa HeoOXoAMMO TiepesiaTh TipapsieHre CTOKITY.

OH 3amosuan B 0XKHU/JJaHUX OTBETA.

Apus 1e)kasia He B CMJIax coOpaTbCs C MBIC/ISIMH.

BpeMmsi 0CTaHOBUIOCh. B MMIIepaTopckux MOKOsiX 0Opa3oBajiach THETYIIast
THUILIHA.

[TepBeIM He BblJep)Kai Beman. Hukorza ObI B )KM3HH OH He TMOAyMas, UTO
MajieHbKasl JIeByIIIKa C 30/I0ThIMM BOJIOCAMM TIPHOOpeTeT Haj, HUM eZiBa /iU He
Oe3rpaHUUHYIO BJ/IACTh.

— Masbika. .. Tel ogymaelis? — ero rosoc JporHyi.

He cMOTpsi Ha Bce C/I0Ba, CKa3aHHble MeXJy HUMH, BejaH He MOr 3HaTh,
Kak roBe/ieT cebsl, ec/ii ApUs CKaXKeT, UTO He COIVIaCHa, eC/IH MOXKe/IaeT YUTH.

YnepxxvuBaTh cuion? BupeTrh eé ra3a, B KOTOPbIX OTCYTCTBYeT >KU3Hb?
CHOBa M CHOBa MeuTaTh 0 cobra3HUTeTbHOM TeJie, OpaTh ero, HeHaBU/IsI CeOsl U
He B CWlax TPOTUBOCTOSITH [bSIBOJIbCKOMY HWCKyleHuto? Cnomate ApHUIO 70
KoHLIa?... U K yemy 570 npusezet?!! K uemy....

Benana ckpytuio. Bcé Teno ogepeBenesno. HanpsikeHue JOCTUITIO ariores.

Apus nipojospKaia MoIyarh.

BeuHOCTH TIpof0/IKaia OTCYeT.

— §1...morpo6yto. ...

Bbui  TIpouW3HECeHbl BCETO JIMIIL JIBa CJI0Ba, CIMOCOOHBIE OTKPBITH
GeckpaiiHre rOPHU30HThI HAJ|EXKIbL. . ..




[Tocne Toro, kak BegaH TOKWHY/ TIOKOW, ApHs Tpojo/bkana 6e31BHKHO
J1eKaTh.

Ona corwia ¢ yma. [Ipyroro o0bsicHeHust OHa He Haxofwna. Eif joBoaunoch
BUJIeTh JIIO[lel, KOTOpble JIMIIWINCh PAacCy/Ka, U Terepb OHAa CTaja OJHOU M3
HUX.

[IpuHaTe nipegnokeHue Bepana. . ..

[ oBepuUTHCA My)KUMHe, N3HACHU/IOBAaBLLIeMY eé....

bpocusliiero eAMHCTBEHHOIO pyra B THOPbMY. ...

Be3ymue, uuctoii Boabl Ge3ymue! He 3ps mpu mepBoii ke BCTpede eid
3ax0TesioCh ybexkaTb OT Hero, OHa Cpa3y WHTYWTUBHO IMOUYBCTBOBaja, UTO 3TOT
yesl0OBeK pa3 M HaBcerja W3MeHUT eé ku3Hb! Ilouemy OHa He mocC/yIianach
VHCTUHKTaM? [louemy BCé yero-to xzana?

Bot v foxpanace.

Apus 3aCTOHa/a, W, 3aKpbIB JIMLO JIAJOHAMY, [epeBepHy/Iach Ha >KUBOT.
BeziaH ripe/i/ioxKusI el To, OT Yero oHa Obljia He B COCTOSTHUM OTKa3aThCsl.

Pe6EHOK.

MavsieHbKOe KPUK/IMBOE CUacThbe.

O KOTOpOM OHa He CMeJjla MeuTarb. ...

Korga OH ckKasas, 4TO OHa CMOXeT 3ayaTb OT Hero, OHa He I10Bepusa,
C/IMIIKOM HeBepOATHO 3Byva/iv ero cjosa. Ho 1orom, BCIIOMHUB, UTO yBUIeHHOE
B MUpOHMH, OHA YCOMHU/IACK. ... [la 1 Befad roBopu ¢ yBepeHHOCTBIO. Kak Obl
OHa K HEMy He OTHOCHWJ/IACh, Kak Obl He cTapanach W30eXKaThb BCTpeU C HUM U
WHTUMHBIX T0/[poOHOCTel, OH HUKOTZAa He oOMaHbIBan eé. T'oBopui u fgenan. U
He C/bllllazia OHa, uToObl 00 umriepatope BenaHe Bapknaiise 1ia cjaBa
I1yCTOCJIOBA.

[To3TOMYy....HE CMOTps Ha [ylleBHbIe Tep3aHus, ApUs COIIacy/ach!

a v uTo MOXeT ObITh BaskHee pebeHKa?!

Hwuuro.

Tem Gosee, eé Teso.

Bepnan Bapkiaiifi >kenaeT MoyiyunThb AOCTYT K eé Tesly, U pafiu pebeHKa, OHa
rOTOBAa I[PeJ0CTaBUTh €r0 B I10JIHOe pacropsyKeHre MY>KUUHBI.

[TycTh fenaet C HeH, UTO XOYeT.

OHa BBIIePIKUT.

Apuss He Obula CTOMb HaWUBHOW, UYTOObI [ymarth, uTO ecid boru
CMWIOCTUBSITCSI HaJl Hell, U OHa 3abepeMeHeeT, TO CMOXeT CTIIOKOWHO YUTH OT
Bepana.

Her, et mpuzgercs ocrarbcsi ¢ HUM HaBcerga. OH He TOT MY)KUMHA, YTO
TIO3BOJISIIOT ZIeTssM pacTu Ge3 oTija. PebeHOK TIpUBSKET €€ K HeMy HajlexxHee
JKeJIe3HbIX LIeTIeN.



Ho Apus Oblyia roToBa.

OHa BBIIePIKUT.

YTKHYBIIIUCh JIUIIOM B TIOAYIIKY, OHA BCIIOMHHK/IA COOBITHSI BU€paITHEro
yTpa, KOrjla OH TIPUIIEN K Held B oM U OOBSIBUM TpejarenbHUllel. OH B35/ eé
Teso. IlomgunHun. Apusi He COINpPOTHB/ISIACH, TIOTOMY UTO ITOHMMAaja, uTO
COTIPOTHB/IEHWEM YyCyryout u 6e3 Toro Tsbkenoe monoxeHue. [la u cBobopa
JIuaHa cTosi/Ia Ha KOHY....

Cka3sarb, uTo eif ObUIO HeTIPUSITHO, OHA He Mora. [a, ObUI0 OOMBHO, Uy Th-
4yyTh, B CaMOM Hauyasie, Korja BezjaH MPOHUK B JIOHO. M OueHb HENPHUBBIYHO.
UT0-TO UHOPOJHOE B eé TeJie.

CeMb JieT Ha3afl, Koria umreparop JleBaH U3MbIBAjICS Hajl Held, HACUIys U
n30MBasi, OHa HUUETO He UyBCTBOBaja, KpoMe 0omu. [IeHb C/IMBA/ICA C HOUBIO.
Bosb, 6016 1 cHOBa 60/1b. Mup Ob17 OKpallieH B KpaCHbIH 11BeT.

C romamMu BOCIIOMHHAHHS TOTO KoIliMapa robnekmu. Ho He ucuesny.. ..

Apus Ha TI0[|CO3HATeTFHOM YPOBHE ITOHMMaJa, YTO PAHO WJ/IM TI03/IHO B eé
YKU3HU TOSIBUTCS MY>KUMHA, OT KOTOPOTO OHa He CMOXKeT ybOexarhb. mreparop
Bezian mouTH B3si/1 €€ B TEPBYIO JKe HOUb B TEpeyKe, OCUMTaB Kpajeid. M oHa
He Jlymarsia, uTo OH ObL1 Ob1 O0siee 1aCKOB.

IleByIlika pe3Ko TepeBepHy/ach Ha CIIMHY W YCTaBWIach B OapXaTHBIM
OangaxuH.

Koe-uTo B 3TOM CUTYyalysI OHA YITyCTHU/IA.

A 4TO...eC/IM MPOCTO B35ITh W MPE/IIONIOKUTEL, UTO BeaH....Hy, Ha CaMOM
Jiefie, WCIBITBIBAET K HEHW, ec/i He B/IOO/eHHbIe UYBCTBA, TO CUJIBHYIO
cumvriatrio? Ecii oTOpoCUTh TIpOYh €€ CTpaxu W COMHEHHs, W TIOMbITaThCs
B3[VITHYTh Ha WX CUTYallM0 CO CTOPOHBI, TO UTO MOXXHO YyBH/ETh? UJIeHBI
MMIIepaTOpPCKOl CceMbU He pa30pachIBarOTCst 00eIaHusIMH 1T0apuTh pebeHka. [la
1 OOJIBIIIMHCTBO BBICOKOPOJHBIX MYKUHH TOXKe.

PeGeHOK /yii  MY)XUMHBI, OCOOEHHO MajbudK, 3TO HaCJIe/IHUK,
TIpO/loJKaTe b pojia.

N ecmu 3acTtaBuUTh CeOs....lEPECMOTPETh WHTHUMHYIO CTOPOHY >KU3HU
MY)KUHMHBI U JKEHIUHBI, TO, MOXXET OBbITh, OKaKeTCsd He BCE TaK IIJIOXO?
HeKOoTOpbIM >KeHIIMHAM HPABWIOCH 3aHUMAThCs JF000BbI0. OHU C JIuaHOoM
TIOCKHUTAJTUCh 110 MoOepekbio BceMupHOTro okeaHa, M ApHsi paHO YSICHHW/IA, UTO
IJ1s1 X 0e30TIaCHOCTH HaZio MaJio TOBOPUTH M MHOTO C/yIIIaTh. BOT U fie/TM/INCE C
HeW, MOpOK TeM, UeM He C/e[j0BaJIo.

Apusi He Mor/a OOCYMTh TeMy CEKCya/lbHbIX OTHOIEHWH HHU C KeM. Bo-
MepBbIX, OBIIO CTBIAHO U HeymnoOHO. BO-BTOPBIX, OTTOJOCKHM TIPOILJIOTO He
naBasu. [1a v )KU3Hb €€ CTPOMIIACh TaK, UYTO OHM Tepee3yKaiid C MeCcTa Ha MeCTo.

Termeps >ke el MPeJICTONT HOBOE UCITbITaHUe.



HeBylKa cjie3la ¢ KpOBaTW U HarpaBWIaCh B COCEJHIOID KOMHArTy, Tfe
MOXXHO OBI7I0 yMBIThCsA. TIpoxXsiafiHasi Bojja el celiuac He TIOMeIIIaeT, TI0TOMY UTO
oT Ope/IOBBIX MBIC/IEH ro/I0Ba HauMHasIa MmobanyBarh.

OHa /10/DKHA TTPUBeCTH cebsi B TOPSIZIOK, U elljé pa3 XOPOLIo BCé 00[yMaTh.

Benan roBopwi, uto BaroOneH B Heé. 3HauMT, OH He OyfeT »KeCToOK.
B03MOXHO, U MIX CeKCyasibHasi KU3Hb OyZIeT ....33333.... He pery/sipHa.

Xorst Koro oHa obmaHbIBana.... CTOMIO BCIIOMHHWTh, CKOMbKO pa3 Benan
HaXOZIW/ICSI Ha TPaHU TOTO, UTOOBI B3sTh Aputo. OHa He MOIJIa He TIPU3HATh, UTO
OH OCTaHaBJ/IMBAJICS B TIOC/IeTHAN MOMEHT.

Heyxxenu...6eper eé?

Kak u nipegnonarany 6paresi, Bo3BpaileHre CToK/Ia HaJjes1asio MHOTO LIyMa.
K Tomy >Ke, WCTHHHBIM wuMMepaTop Obl1 HOOUTENEM  TeaTpaJbHBIX
ripecTaBiaeHui, Benan perws nogbirpate eMy. OH CPOYHO CO3Bajl MUHHUCTPOB U
COBETHUKOB B TJIaBHOUW 3ajsie, 4T0Obl OOCYIUTh CPOUYHO BO3HUKIIMM Ba)KHBIM
Borpoc. Te He 3amenmuau cobpaTbcs. M Kak TOMBKO HayanoCh 3acefiaHue,
riosiBuicst CTOKIIL.

Beman OT pAymu moBecenwics, HaOmofas 3a JIMI@aMU  TIPUJIBOPHBIX
UHTpUraHoB. HUKTo He O6bUT TOTOB K BO3BpallleHHI0 uMriepartopa. CHauasia B 3aje
BOllapu/iach rpoboBasi THUINMHA, a T[IOTOM OHAa B30pBajach KpUKaMU U
BO3I[VIaCaMU.

BceM x0Tesnioch 3HaTh, Ijle Mporiajan uMrepaTop, Kak oH ce0st UyBCTBYeT U
rpouee, rpoyvee.

BesaHy npuILIOCh 3a/iepKaThCsl, XOTS OH Crelus yuTy. Terneps, Korga oH
cBobozieH 0T 00si3aTenbCTB Iepe] UMIlepUeid, ero emié c Oosblieil cuaon
NOTAHY/I0 B Muponuto. 1 Kk Apuu.

OH [0 mocnefHero He Bepusi, YTO OHA IpUHsIA ero mnpenaoxeHuve. OHa
cradet ero! ITosHocTer0! Be3orosopouHno! Ctouno nogymars, 4to Terepb Apust
OyzeT psiioM U He OyzleT MPOTUBUTLCS €My, TOJIOBa 1ila KpyroM. [Ipuxonunoch
ofiepruBath cebsi U HAOMWHATH, KaKUe UMEHHO COObITHSI TPUBEIU €€ B ero
criaspHI0. UyBCTBO yaylIaroier BUHbI HUKY/a He [1e/10Ch.

Ho Teriepsb Bcé OyzneT nHaue. OH MOKa)KeT e, uTo TJI0TCKast TF0O0Bb MOXKET
Y [JOJDKHA TIPUHOCUTD yJ0BOJILCTBUE.

Kak ke oH eé xoren!.. Xores 3arjesioBarh, 3ajackarb! IIOKpBITE BCE Teso
roreysamu!

Eé Teno.... TlokpeiToe mipamamu ¥ pybiuiamMud. BoT OHa, TpuuuHa, TI0



KOTOpPOW Apusi TIpeAriounTasa HOCUTh IJIaThsi C IJIYXUM BOPOTOM U, TIO
BO3MO)KHOCTH, [JTMHHBIMA pyKaBamMH. UTOObI HHUKTO He MOT YBW/IETH CJIe[IbI
Hacunusi Haj Hell. OH ke 3aKa3ajl y TOCIOXH Jlazepbl /1€KOJBTHPOBAHHBIE
Hapsizipl!... OH, B CBOeM HeBe/IeHUU, COBepIla OJJHY OIMOKY 3a APYTO.

CTok/n, 3amMeTdB, 4rto Opar /MIlb HOMHHA/IBHO TPUCYTCTBYET B 3ajie,
MOTHYJI TOJIOBOM, /laBasi IMOHSTh, UTO He 3a/IeP>KUBaeT ero. MoJi, C TBOPI[OBBIMU
WHTpUTraHaMu pa3bepeTcsi cam.

BeaH MocriemiHo MOKUHYI 3aiy.

Apus CHOBa KJaja ero.

[Toka He ObII0 BemaHa, Apusi C TIOMOII[BIO C/Ty)KaHKH yCTiesla OfIeThCS U
c/lefiaTh He3aMbIC/IOBATYIO MPUYECKY. A TaK yKe TIOMPOCH/Ia TIPUHECTH TOPSYero
mokosazia. OT 3aBTpakKa OHa 0TKa3asach, eCTh He XOTes0Ch.

PasroBop c BejaHOM He 3aKOHUW/ICS, U YeM [Ojbllle OHAa HaXOAWIach B
KOMHare ofiHa, TeM 00JIbIlle BO3HUKAJIO BOIIPOCOB.

[Ilaru My>kKuuHBI OHa y3Hasa cpa3y. Co BuepaliHero AHs 3aroMHuIa. U Kak
BUEpa OHa CkKajach. OHa, TIO-TIpeXXHEMY, UYBCTBOBasia Ccebsi He3allUIIleHHOH, U,
He CMOTpPS Ha TO, UTO TIPHWIIUIA K BBIBOJY, UTO y UX CBOEOOpA3HOro CO03a eCTh
Oyzyliee, UCTIBITHIBAIA CTPaX.

Briepesiu Obia ernjé 60/1bIas HeM3BeCTHOCTb.

Beian BoIIIEN B TIOKOU 1 3aMep. Apusi CHjie/ia B Kpecyie ¥ CMOTpesia B OKHO,
TIPY €T0 TTOSIB/IEHUH TTOCTIEITHO BCKOUM/Ia. BeTana HarmpoTHB ¥ HEPBHO 3a/I0MUJIA
PYKY.

— Musiopg....

— Bepgan, — mompaBun eé My)KUMHa, B KOTODBI pa3 IMOpPaKeHHBIA eé
KpacoToi. B wmIiepatopckoM /iBopile He ObLIO TUIaTheB W3 eé rapepoba, u
C/ly)kaHKe OBIJIO BeJieHO TPUHECTH Ha BbIOOD HECKOJBKO HOBBIX I1/IaThEB
COOTBETCTBYIOIIIETO pa3Mepa.

Apusi BbiOpana OsefiHO->)KenToe, OHO OBLIO CaMbiM CKPOMHBIM U C
MBOMHBIMU FoOKamu. OcTajbHble OHAa Halll/la CJIUIIKOM OTKPBITBIMUA. UTOOBI
CKPBITh HeOOJIBIIION IIpaM HaJl JIeBOU IPY/bI0, OHa HAaKWHY/IA Ha TUIeUH TOHKHNA
mOHOBEIN T1aToK. Ho Bce paBHO UyBCTBOBaja CeOsl HEYIOTHO, M TIOCTOSTHHO
TIOTIPaBJIsijia ero.

— Began, — TOBTOpW/Ia OHA 3a MY)KUMHOW, U OH Y/IOB/IETBOPUTEHHO
KUBHY/I.

IeByIiika He cTaia crioputhb. Besan Tak BefaH.



— Kak Tb1 cebst uyBCTBYeIIlb? — CLIPOCHUIT OH, TIOXO/IS.

— Cnacubo, Xopoiiio, — CKOBaHHO OTBeTW/a OHa, M e[jBa He Cjesasja Iiar
Hasas.

MoinHas ¢urypa ObiBilIero uMrieparopa CMyliiiajia U JjaBua Ha Heé. Korza
OH TIpUO/IMIKaICsS BO3HMKAJIO YKeJlaHWe OTOWTH Tofasibllle, a Jiydllie BCero, BCTaTh
3a KaKuM-100 rpeiMeToM Mebesu, YToObl X0Ts1 Obl UTO-TO pa3be[UHSIO UX.

Apusi HempeMeHHO TakK Obl U cjiefana, CrpsiTadach 3a Kpecjio, HO He
CerofHs.

CeropHs OHa oCTasnach CTOATh Ha MecTe.

— Tl He niepegyMmana....

9t0 6B He Borpoc. Ckopee, BbICKa3aHHasi BCIYyX TpeBOXKalljasi uesoBeKa
MbIC/Ib. BeJjaH He Kesiasl CKpbIBaTb OUeBHIHOIO.

— Het, — Tuxo otBeTwna Apusi, u Jijis yOe>K1eHHOCTH, ToKauasa rojioBoi. —
He nepenymasna. Ho...TOMBKO. .. He IOHMMALO, KakK....

— 51 yxe roBopua, uto BO3AyX MupoHuUM — 0co0bii. Mbl ¢ TOOOI
OTIPaBUMCA TyZa U MOKMBEM HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi Ha TepPUTOPUM J0JIUHBI.

— He monuMaro...5l Bcé paBHO He TOHUMAIO..., — ApUU OBLIO CTHIAHO U
O0MbHO BCIIOMHHATh MPOIIIOE, HO OHAa JO/DKHAa ObLla CKa3aTh, UTOOBI OBITh
yBepeHHOU, uTo BemaH He BBoAUT eé B 3a0myxgeHue. — MeHsI CUIBHO
TOKa/leuynsiv. .. JKeHckye opraHbl.... Y MeH U JKeHCKuWe [HU HWAYT He
peryssipHo....

OT cThiZla KPO/ib TIPWIbHY/A K IlekaM. OHa Obl HUKOT/la He TofyMasa, uTo
OyzeT 00CYAaTh C My>KUMHOM CBOE YKeHCKOe 3/10pOBbe!

— Apus, 3TO BCé MOTpaBUMO, yBepsito TeOsi. UTOOBI Thl HE COMHeBaIach B
MOUX CJIOBAX, s1 Tebe ckaxky Oosibiliee — y Tebsi B CKOpOM BpPeMeHU TIOSIBUTCS He
TONBKO pebeHOoK, HO ¥ MUpZ. [TOMHMILL TOTO MaJibillia, TIPY POXKAEHHUH KOTOPOTO
ThI TIpPUCyTCTBOBasa? OH BbiOpan Tebsl.

Ot ynuBneHuss Apus He cpasy IOHsIa, O yeM BegaH roBoputr. A korzaa
TIOHsI/Ia, TO TMOUYBCTBOBAJIa, KaK OT HAKaTHBIIIeN c/1aboCTH HOTU TO/IBOJISAT €€.

— Mupz BbiOpan MeHsi? — HeIOBePUMBO TepeCcrpoCcuia OHa.

— Ha.

BenaH ynbI0HYIICS.

— Ho pa3Be Takoe BO3MOXHO....

Apus ipojo/rKasia COMHeBaTbCsl.

— Bo03MOXKHO, OKasbiBaeTCs. JTO 3aBUCUT He OT Hac, Masbilika. Mupj
BbiOMpaeT uesioBeka. IlleHok BbiOpan Tebs. OObeAUHUBILKCH, S U OH, MBI
BbIJIEUNM Te0sl.

— Bcé paBHO He TTOHUMALO. . ..

— Bot u He Hajo.



Benany nokasanoce wiv Apus Kak-TO U3MEHWU/IAaCh 3a Teé HeCKOIbKO 4acoB,
YTO MPOLLJIO C MX pasroBopa? M3 eé B3misja vcuesna mycrora. /la, Besa OHa
cebs1 TI0-TIpe’KHeMY HaCTOPOKEHHO U JleprKajiach Mo/iasbliie.

Ho oHa He roBOpm/Ia, UTO XOUeT YUTH. DTO ObIIO I/IaBHBIM.

OH peLln/ CMEHUTH TEMY pPasroBopa.

— C ceropgHsAlIHero JHsA T[I0JIHOMOYMUSI MMIIepaTopa IIOHOCTHIO
BO3BpaTu/ivch CToK1y. B MUPOHMIO MBI CMOXKEM OTIIPAaBUTHCS Ha JHSX.

Apud NOHUMaJsa, 4To, BOSMOXHO, He CTOMT 3a/aBaTb 3TOT BOIIPOC, HO OH
CJIMIITIKOM TPEBOXKU U OeCTIOKOUJT eé:

— A JluaH?....

— Yro JIuaH?

— Bbl roBOpU/IH, UYTO OTIIYCTUTE €ro....

— Ha. Ceropgnsi.

Benan caepxkan C/10BO, U yXKe OT[ajl COOTBEeTCTBYOLUe pacropsukeHus. O
IpUYMHe apecrta MOJI040ro MoHTecbe 3Ha/IM eAVHULIBI, T[I03TOMY €ro
0CBOOOXK/IeHre He BbI30BeT Tepecy;] U pa3roBopoB. [la u eciu pa3o0parhesi, KTO
TIOCMeeT OCYXK/IaTh /IeHiCTBUSI UMIIepaTopa, MyCThb U ObIBIIIero?

YcnbimaB, uyto JlnaHa ocBoboasaT cerofnsi, Apusi obpagoBaniack. Eé ra3a
BCIIBIXHY/IH, @ IJeKU [TIOPO30BeJIy.

— IIpaBaa? — mepecrpocusia OHa, U Korjja Beman KuBHY/, yIbIOHY/Mach: — A
KOTJja 1 CMOT'Y ero yBUzleTb?

— 3auem?

Bonpoc BeipBasica 'y Bepana camoripousBonbHO. UM CcHOBa  4TO-TO
Hexopolllee, YTO-TO OTJa/IeHHO HallOMUHaroIee peBHOCTb, L1eBe/IbHY/I0Ch B ero
ayie. DTa Obl/la PpEBHOCTb He MY>KUMHbI K My»uuHe. TyT Obu10 Apyroe. Benan
CTPACTHO >Kejiajl, uToObI T7la3a ApPUM 3aropajiich CYaCTIUBBIM O/1eCKOM U TIpU
€ro UMeHH. ...

[Toka nuiiib B HUX OB CTpax U He/loBepuUe.

— Kak 3auem?

Apus TOXKe He TOHsJIa ero BOIpoca, U Besad nocrieiini pasbsiCHUTD:

— He obparrjaii BHUMaHwUs, BIPBaaoCh. [la, Thl yBUAMIILCS C JInaHoMm. Bam
Ha/l0 TIOrOBOPUTh.

— OueHb Ha/l0! — He cTasa CKpbiBaTh Apus u fjobaBuna: — [Josrve rofibl OH
MHe 3ameHsi1 GpaTa, KOTOPOrO y MeHsl HUKorja He Obuio. SI 6e30roBOpOUYHO
noBepsito eMmy. bosee Toro, st MHOrUM eMy oOsizaHa. OH 3aboTuiics u obeperasn
MeHsl, KaK MOT.

BeznaHy Heuero ObLIO BO3pa3uTh.

— Ero otnyctat 6mke K 0beny. A BeuepoM.... Apus, 51 Ob1 X0Tes1, UTOOBI Thl
TIPUCYTCTBOBAjIa Ha TpUeMe B UeCTh BO3BpalljeHust Moero 6pata. CerofjHsi mprem



OyzeT opraHu30BaH il Y3KOro Kpyra IPUOIMKeHHBIX, /I TeX, KTO O/HM30K U
Jopor Haiieli cembe. U st oueHb X0uy, UTOOBI ThI ObL/Ia PSIZIOM CO MHOM.

Cep/ilie /eBYIIKM OCTaHOBU/IOCh. A TIOTOM BCTpEIeHy/0Ch U 3a0Uioch C
YABOEHHOM CUJION.

OnHa 1jenyl0 BeYHOCTb He ObUla Ha 3BaHBIX MpreMax W Oamax. Bymayuu
pebeHKOM, OHa C poAUTe/ISIMU Tocelilana 6asbl, HO JIMIIb Te, Ha KOTOPbIX MOXKHO
ObIJIO TIPUCYTCTBOBaTh JeTsM. M HM pa3y He Trocelljaia UX B CO3HATe/IbHOMN
B3pOC/IOH >Kn3HU. Kak-To He /10 mpreMoB ObIIo.

— Bepan, paspemuuTe MHe OTKJOHUTb Ballle T[peAjioKeHue, —
OTpe/ie/IUBIIMCh, CKa3ala Apus U TOCelIdIa OObSICHUTh TPUUUHY: —
[Tocneguue rofbl s Bely CKPOMHBIM 00pa3 >ku3HH, 0e3 O/iecka ¥ upe3MepHOU
cyeThl. I MHe XoTenock ObI U Aasiblile Tak KUTh. MUPOHUS — UiealbHOe MecCTo.
A noHumaro, yTO, CKOpee BCEro, B CaMOM [O/IMHE He TOMYUYUTCS NMPOXKMBATh, a
BOT psifioM....He 3acrapinsiiTe MeHs1 UATH C BaMu Ha Oan. [TogymaiiTe camu, 4To
s Tam Oyay menath? S v 3THMKeT Bech mo3abbina. He xouy, Munopa, rpasza, He
X0uy.

Eé csioBa 1po3Byyaid UCKpeHHe. BenaH U caMm TOHUMAJ, uTO JJi1 Apuu
TOCeITeHre CEeTrOJHSAIIHET0 MEPOIPUSATHS OKaXKeTCSI OOMBIINM MCHBITAHUEM.
[axxe, ecii MPeATIO/IOKNUTL, UTO OH BeCh Beuep OyZeT HaXOAWUTLCSA PSAJIOM, U K
Hell He TI0/10epeTCst HM OfiHA CIUIeTHHUIIA U 3aBUCTHHI[A, B YMC/IO KOTOPBIX BXO/SAT
ero ObIBIIMe (DAaBOPUTKU, CaMO TIPUCYTCTBHe ApHHU Ha 3BaHOM o00efie BBI30BET
MHO’KEeCTBO Pa3rOBOPOB U MepelIenTbIBaHUN. JTO MOXKET HaJIOKUTh C/e/l Ha UX
JlaJIbHeUIIe B3auMOOTHOIIIEHUSI.

W, npaBna, He CTOUT.

XoTs cobsa3H Obl BesMK. BefaHy XoTesioch KpUyaTh Ha BeCbh MU, UTO OH
HAIlIEJT C8010 JKeHILUHY!

— §I He Gyny HacrauBath, Apusi. Bo3M0o)XKHO, ThI U TTpaBa....

B mokosix obpa3oBasach TuIlMHA. [IBoe B3pOC/BIX JtOflel CTOSIA JpYyT
TIPOTHB Jpyra U He 3Ha/M, UTO CKa3aTb. BemaH uyBcTBOBa/i ceOsi HEIOBKO. Y
Hero HUKor/a He Ob1I0 MPo6/ieM C >KeHIIIMHAMU, a TYT....

M emé ObUT OAWH acCIeKT WX OTHOIIEHWM, KOTOPbIM OHH CEerofiHs He

obcy>kaamm.
— Apws..., — UM [IeBYILIKA MPO3BYYa/0 HAMpsDKEHHO, U OHA TIOHs/IA, UTO
ceiliuac TIOC/e[yeT HEUTO HemnpusiTHoe [y Heé. Tak W oOka3anoch: — Tbl

TI03BOJIUIIIb CETO/IHSI HOUbIO TIPUNTH K Tebe?

[To crimHe cpa3y ke MPOIIE/CS XOO0A0K, cyiefioM eé 6pocuio B »xap. OHa
yXBaTwiach pyKamMH 3a CIUHKY Kpecja U HerpoMKO, HO peLIUTeIbEHO
IIPOrOBOpUJIA:

— B Muponuu, MUIOpA. ...
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3a Apueil NpuIIén BOEHHBIM W TIPeJIOKWI TPOBOAUTH €€ K JluaHy
MoHTecbe. WM oHa C pajoCThlO TMOCIelIWIa TMOC/IeJoBaTb 3a HHUM.
MmmniepaTopckuii 1BOpel] ObI/T OTPOMHBIM, 3/1eCh JIETKO MOYKHO 3201y IuThCS.

JIuaH zian eé B cafly, HePBHO pacxakuBasi 1o becejike.

— Jluan! — Bock/MkHysa Apusi 1 6pocusiach K MOJIOZIOMY UesIOBEKY.

OnHa oxujiana, yTo OH, KakK BCerJia OOHUMET eé U MpKMeT K cebe, HO JIuaH
TIOJIXBaTH/I e e/lBa JIM He Ha JIeTy, B3sl 3a TIeUM U OCTAaHOBUJI Ha HeOO/IbIIIOM
PacCTOSIHUM OT Cebsl.

— Apwus...Mod goporas Apus....

OT mnepernoyiHUBIIMX UYYBCTB y MY)KUMHBI OXPHUIl TOJOC, CTaj0 TPYAHO
roBoputh. [locsie Toro, Kak OT HEro HOYbKO YIIIE/l UMIlepaTop, OH He 3HaJ, UTO
Oyzet c HuMm. Ero BesimuecTBO MOT TIOMU/IOBaTh, a MOT H.... O nocnegHem JIuaH
CTapasicsi He yMarTh.

Terepsb yx uTo OyzieT.

M korpa uac Ha3aj B KaMepy BOLUIM BOEHHble, OH TMOAYMaJl O CaMOM
rioxoM. Kak oka3zanoch 3psi. ObsaueHHbIN B UepHOe C 30/710ThIMH TOIIMBAMU Ha
MYH/IMpe, CAyXalllui TIopsiika COOOIuI eMy, uTO OTHbIHe OH cBobGojeH. U
riepefiaji Aa/ibHeMIIe paclopsbKeHUs UMIiepaTopa.

Cpenu HUX ObIIO OJHO YyCaoBUe, KOoTopoe JIMaH [o/bkeH Obul
HEYKOCHHUTETbHO BbIMO/HUATE. OHO MOKa3a70Ch eMy CTPaHHbIM, HEJIOTUYHbIM, HO
BbIOOpa y Hero He ObIIO.

Tak e emy coobiiy, uto Benan Bapkiaiii pa3peliiaeT eMy YBUZETbCS C
Apueii. Bor 310 6b1710 HacTosiUM mozgapkom! Bcé-Taku oH He oimbCs B ero
BeJIMYeCTRe....

3Hasi TIOPLIBUCTOCTh JIEBYIIKHU, U TO, UTO OHA TOILITAeTCS €ro OOHSTh, OH
MOCTapascs MpeAOTBPaTUTh MOCTYMNOK, KOTOPbIM MOIJIM WCTOJIKOBaTb HEBEPHO.
[a, oH pacckasai, 4To cBsi3biBaeT Ux ¢ Apueil. Ho Maso /iu 4To MOXKeT MPUNTHU B
TOJIOBY BHOO/IEHHOMY MY>KUKHE, OXBaYeHHOTO PEBHOCTHIO!

— JIuaH! — cHOBa BOCK/IMKHY/Ia ApUs U NPeAIpUHSIIA ellé OfHY TOMbITKY
OOHSITh JIpyTa.

— Apuisl, He HaJlo, — OCTaHOBUJI OH eé. — He HaZi0 00BATHIA.

HeByiika cpa3y ke IMoHsiia U 3acTblia. OHa 3abbuia, Tje OHU HaXOZSTCS.
OOGepHyBIIIMCh, OHA 3aMeTW/a BOEHHOTO, CTOSIIEro TMO0oJanb, OH He MOr
C/IBIIIATh UX Pa3roBOpa, 3aTO BUJIE/, UTO OHU Jie/latorT.

— V3BUHM, TIPOCTO s oueHb pajia Tebst BUjeTh, Jluan! — Apusi yiblOHyIach



MOJIOZIOMY UYeJ/IOBEKY, pelllB He oOpalljaTh BHUMaHMWS Ha BoeHHoro. OHa Obl U
BOBCE TIPOMTHOpUpOBasiia ero u obsizatenbHO 0OHsina JluaHa, ecmu Obl He
oracasach 3a JlanbHeuIy cyas0y apyra.

He cmotps Ha cioBa BeziaHa, oHa ripozio/kasia He JOBepSTh eMy.

— Tbl He TIpe/iCTaB/IseIIb, KaK s pajl TeOs BUAeTh! Thl yiblOaelibcs, a 3TO
camoe raBHoe!

Apwus mokadasia rOJIOBOM M Bpa3 CTajia Cepbe3HOM.

— JIuan, urto e Tbl HaTBOpW/! Tkl COLIEN C yMa, KOTZA peruu/ MOKYCUTbCS
Ha MUD/OB....

KpoBb npusibHy/a K 1jeKaM MOJIOZO0TO Ue/ioBeKa, U OH TOKpacHerl.

— 1 3Haro. Ha TOT MOMeEHT s U, mpaBja, JMUIIWICA pacCyfka.... XoTes
TIOMOYb, a MOJIYUYUJIOCh, UTO 3arpeMesi B TEOPbMY.

— Korga ot Tebst mpuién paHeHbid ®dpes...., — Apyud A0 CUX MOp ObIIO
TPEBOKHO BCTIOMUHATL COOBITHS BUepaIITHero JHsI.

Boru, 3T0 6bIO0 Buepa?....Ka3anock, BeuHoCTb Ha3aj. CTO/BKO COOLITHIM!
CTOJIbKO 3MO1[1M!

— MHe oueHb KaJib.

Jluan wuckpeHHe packauBajicsi. OH BCMOTpe/Cd B JIMLIO JEBYLUKA U C
obsierueHreM yBU/Ie/, UTO Ha HEM OTCYTCTBYIOT CJiefibl cjie3. [la, OHa BbIT/Isiiena
yCTaJIOW, TPeBOKHbIE THU HAJI0KW/IA CBOU OTIIEYATOK.

— Bcé no3agu, v 310 miaBHoe! JlvaH, jgaBaii mpucsgem! — TpeajioKuia
Apusa U ykKasasa Ha ckambro. — Mmmeparop... BepHee, BesnaH ckasas, 4TO Thl
Oyzmelllb BBIHYXKJeH yexaTb W3 ropoga. O, kcrard, JIuaH, a Thl 3Haelllb, YTO
BepHyJicsi cTapiimii 6pat Benana, umnepatop CTok?

— Het! — uckpenHe yquBwica Jluad. — f 3ameTwn cyety BO ABOpLie, KOrzaa
MeHs COIIPOBOXK/A/IM Crofa. BoT Tak HOBOCTB!

— HoBoCTb 1IpoCTO nopasuTesbHas. . ..

OHu npucenu Ha CKaMmblo, U JIvaH, BCE-TakKU He yep>KaBILIUCh, B35/l APUIO
3a pyKY:

— Pacckaku MHe, Kak ThI Oy/Ielllb >KUTh JlajibIIle.

HauBHo ObuT0 OBI TOs1arath, uto Beman Bapkiaiig ormyctur eé. OH ObLn
LleJieyCTpeMJIeHHbIM 4YejIOBeKOM, M HUKAaK He TOXOJW/l1 Ha TOro, KTO T'OTOB
OTKa3aTbCs OT KejaeMoro.

Apus, TipeXxie 4yeM HauaTb I'OBOPUTb, HEMHOIO MOMoOJYasa. A ToToM, He
Crieliia, BOJIHYsICb, Haua/jia pacckKasblBaTh O IpejiokeHUU BenaHa. JInaH ciyiian
NIeBYIIIKY, He repebuBasi. Korjja oHa 3aKOHYM/Ia, B3BOJITHOBAHHO CIIPOCH/IA:

— JIuaH...KaK Thl JyMaelllb, y MeHsS TIOJyuyuTcs 3abepemeHeTb? 1 cMmory
pPOAUThL pebeHKa?

Morozioii uenioBeK HeBOJILHO B3AporHya. OH 3aripeTusi cebe BCIIOMUHATh



coOBITHSI CceMWIeTHeH /IaBHOCTHU, HO celiuaCc Ha HEro HaKAaTHU/IM KApTUHKU W3
TPOLLLJIOTO.

Kak oH xopoHW/I 000X0KeHHYI0 bBeasnue....KOpMUINILLY, BBITOJTHUBIIIYIO
TOCJ/IETHAM [OJIT TIepef] TOCIOKOM. . ..

Kak oH yxakuBas 3a 6ecco3HarebHOM ApHelt U MOIUJICS, UTOOBI /eBOUKa
MorpaBuiack.... OHa moTepsiia MHOIO KPOBU, U OH He 3Haj, CMOXeT /i eé
CIacTH. ...

Kak ofHa)KIbl HOUbIO TIPUHSUT CyAbOOHOCHOE pellleHHe, CMAaCTepuI M3
BeTOK HOCH/KH, Y/JIOKWI Ha HUX ApUI0O U TIOBOJIOK K O/vKauiiemy
MOHAaCTBIPHO. . ..

MoHaxuHH CKa3aau, uTo eciu Obl OH TIOBPeMeHWI elé Tapy [JHed, y
JIeBOUKHM HauajioCh ObI 3apa)keHWe KPOBW, M y)Ke TOTZla HUUTO He B COCTOSIHUM
Ob110 OBI €€ cracTH. ...

A erié oH BCTIIOMHH/I TIEPBYIO Y/IBIOKY ApHH, KOrjla OHa TpUIlljia B cebs u
yBUziena ero.... Ckaszaja TUXO-TUXO:

— A Bupena Bac Bo cHe...BbI criac/iv MeHsi. . ..

Kak 3710 faBHO Ob110! U Kak HeraBHO!

Hocraneruss oxearvia JluaHa, ¥ eMy TPUIIJIOCH COOpaTh BOMIO B KYJIaK,
yToO BEpHYThCS B HACTOsIIlee W He paccka3aTh Apuu 00 yC/IoBUM MUIOpAA
Bepana.

— Y Tebs Bcé Gyzmet xopoiiio, Apus, Aa)ke He COMHEBaMCs, — OXPHUIIIIIUM OT
BOJIHEHHUS T0JIOCOM, CKaszajl OH. — Tkl m1aBHoe — Bepb! Bepa TBOpuUT uyzneca!
Ucuensiet! Y gymaii Tonbko 0 xopoiieM! /JoroBopuince?

Apust ynbIOHY/Iach B OTBET U C)KaJla UyTh CUIbHEE ero pyKy.

— 3HauMT, Thl CUUTAEIIb, UTO y MeHsI BCé momyumuTcs! JluaH, u uto g Oymy
nenarb 6e3 TBoero ontuMusMa? be3 TBoel Mo ep>KKu?

B rnasax geBymku 3abnectenu ciaéspl. OHa IUIOXO TOHMMAsa, KaK 3TO —
XUTb 0e3 JIluaHa. OH Bcerma ObUT psAIOM, TOTOBBIM TIPUMTU Ha TIOMOINb, U
noJi/iep>kath e€, B r00yl0 MUHYTY COIVIACHBIM Ha HOBYIO aBaHTIOPY. Terepb
JKe...Terepb OHAa OCTAeTCs OfHa.

JIviaH TIOHs1 eé YyyBCTBa, U M0XKaJjl PYKYy B OTBET.

— Apus, He pBu cebe cepaie. He niaub, rpory. Thl cuibHas JeBYIIKa, Th
cripaBuibcsi. Obs13aTe/TbHO CpaBUIIbCS. K ToMy ke, psijoM ¢ ToOoM OyzeT TBOM
umreparop!!l....

JIvaH 110 TIpUBBIUKe Ha3Ba/ MuiopzAa Befgana umneparopom.

Apus BCIIbIXHYJIA ¥ B3BOJIHOBAHHO TIPOLLIerTaa:

B el co3HaHUM He YK/1abIBd/1dCh MbICJ/Ib, UTO OHd MOXXET Hd3BdTb MY>XXUHUHY
CBOHM....



JIuaH ¢ ynbiOKOM OTBETU eil:
— Apus, TBOM! VIMEHHO TBOM. ...

Becy ocraBumiicsi JeHb, Apus MpoBesna B MNOKosix BepaHa. [eByiika,
TpUC/IaHHasl NpPUCIYyKUBaTb ApuM, el MoHpaBwiack. 3Banu eé Hapuca.
HeBbICcOKOro pocTa, IO/JHEHbKas, C PO30BbIMM IjeyKaMH, OHa MPOU3BOAW/IA
BIeUaT/ieHne XOXOTYIIKU U O6anabonku. Tak U oka3zanock. CTOUIO TOMBKO Apuu
Kak Obl HeB3Hauall MOMHTEpPeCOBaTbCsl, UYTO MPOUCXOAUT BO /IBOPLIe, KaK Ha Heé
oOpyIIIHICS MIKBaI UH(POPMAaIUH.

CHauana Hapuca Bo Bcex MoJApOOHOCTSIX, C axaMW, BCKPUKaMU W OXaMH
pacckasbiBajla O HeBepOsTHOM Bo3BpalljeHUM umrieparopa Crokia! Kak Bce
o TopakeHbl! Kak Bce obpagoBanuck! Xotsi, HeT, He Bce. Uero yx TyT
CKpbIBaTh, OB TIPU/IBOPHBIE, KOMY BO3BpallleHHWe ero BejnduyecTBa CTOK/a
MOr/I0 000WTHChH upeBaTto....00 3TOM IIenTaauch Ha KyxHe, a, KaK H3BECTHO,
KYXH$1 — He3aMeHUMbIM UCTOUHUK HavBepHEULINX HOBOCTEN.

[ToroMm crefoBan paccka3 O CKOpPOM TIpUTOTOBIeHWM K  Oany.
[NpurnailieHHBIX, 110 MepKaM UMITepaToOpCKOro ABopa, ObI/I0 HEMHOTO — UesloBeK
asectu! U 310 € yyeTom TOro, 4TO BCE OPraHU30BbIBA/IOCh B OZJUH /ieHb!

Apus, He yJepXkajiacb, U XUXUKHy/na. Hapuce crouno nojarbCcsi He B
TIPUCJIYTY, & B aKTepCKyro TpyIly. [leBylika oueHb KpaCOYHO pacCKasbiBasia, Kak
3aCyeTsITCSl 3HaTHBIE ZlaMbl, KaK 3aCTyuaT MCTepUUYeCKd HOXXKamu U OylyT pBaTh
BOJIOCHI Ha rosioBax. [ie aTo BuzaHo! [IpuroToBUTLCS K Oay B MMIIEpPaTOPCKOM
[IBOpLIe 3a HeCKOJIbKO yacoB! A HOBOe I1aTbe? A 3KCK/IFO3MBHbBIE YKpallleHUs?....

HeBymika roHpaBuaack Apun. Becenas. KusHepajsocTHasi. Y Heé ObLIO
yeMy IOyUUThCH.

[Tepen 6asom B mokou 3amiesn BenaH. Bcrpeua Obuta kKopoTkoi. OH
nipeayrnpeaua, uro 6an OyaeT AMUTHCS BCHO HOUb, W3BUHUJICS 3a BO3MOKHBIM
1IymM. Apuys 3aMeTW/Ia, YTO My)KUMHA CTapaeTcsl He CMOTpeTb Ha Heé. 11 cToaTh
1oozasib.

A Koryia, TIOK/IOHUBIIMCH, OH BBIIIIEJ, OHAa UCTbITasa oberdyeHye u...HeKoe
Hey/l0B/IeTBOPeHue.

[ToueMy OH faxke He B3IVISIHY/I HA Heé?

Houb onyctunack Ha ropof 6eicTpo. I Apusi, oTiiyctuB Hapucy riopaHbliie,
3abpanack B moctesb. [1ycTh 3HaTHBIE TOCTIOAA BECEJISATCS M pa3B/eKaroTcs, a
OHa ITOCIIUT.

BriepBbie 3a gonrve AHU Apusi ycHyna 6wicTpo. U cmana criokoiiHo, Ge3



CHOBH/IEHUH.
A TIPOCHYy/MaCh OHa OT HEMPUSITHOTO OIYIeHUsI TIPUKOCHOBEHUS XOJIOAHOMU
CTaJId K TOPJY.

Kak HU cTpaHHO, OHa He ucnyranack. Ecnu Obl eé xorenu youTh, younm
crsimieid. Het, TOT, KTO TIPOHUK B KOMHATY, OT Heé UTO-TO XOTeJl.

OHa OTKpbI/Ia T71a3a U yBUjesa repesi co00M BLICOKYIO CTPONHYIO (urypy,
o0JilaueHHYI0 B UepHbIN KOXKaHbIN MYXCKOUM KocTioM. Ho 3To ObT He My»KuMHa.
[vHHasi TEeMHOBOJIOCAsi KOCa, TePeKUHYTasi Ha BBICOKYIO TIOJTHYIO TPY/b, JIyullie
BCEro xapaKTepu3oBasa youiiLy.

[eByIiiKa cTosijia B TeHU, U e€ 1ila HeBO3MOYKHO ObLJI0 PACCMOTPETb.

— Kakoro /ibsiBo/1a ThlI /ie/iaellib B TOCTe/IM UMIepaTopa? — TUXUN SPOCTHBIM
IIeM0T pa3Heccs TI0 KOMHATe U M0Ka3asicsi OrTyIIUTeTbHbIM.

Apusd 3amepiia.

XKeniuHa? Eé cobupaercss yOuTh >KeHIIMHA.... nu He yOuTh, a TOMBKO
3aryrarb?

OpHa u3 daBopuTok BenaHa o6saziana cob6CTBeHHUYECKUMU UHCTUHKTaMMU,
1 He cobupanach yCTymnarb CBOE MeCTO B IMOCTe/U ObIBIIIETO UMITepaTopa.

BHe3arnHO o00uja ¥ 370CThb 3aTonuid Apuio. B mombITKax u3bexarb
TIJIOTCKUX OTHOIIIEHUM C MUJIOP/IOM, OHA YIYCTW/IAa U3 BU/Y, UTO y HEr0 MOXKeT
ObITh M060BHMIIA. U He ofHa!

Kak-To He 1o cebe CTajsi0 OT MBIC/IM, UTO OH MOXKET (PU3MUeCcKHu JIOOUTh
Koro-To eié.... [Tapajokc! OHa cama He roToBa Oblla PacCKpbITHCS U MYCTUTh
ero B TMOCTe/lb, HO el He TIOHPaBW/IOCh, UYTO B Hell MOeT ObITh Jpyras
JKeHIIuHa!

Ka3zanoch, HA060poT, ApUI0 f0/KHa Obisia Obl YTeIUTh 3Ta MbIC/b. Ecu y
Bepnana OyzeT rnocrosiHHasi F0O0OBHULIA, TO K Hell OH OyzieT MpPUXoAUTh pexe. A,
HeT, TIPOM30LIII0 BCE C TOYHOCTH Ha0bOpOT.

— Hox ybepute, — mornpocusia oHa.

[asnblile IPOU30I1IO Cpa3y HeCKOIBKO COOBITUM.

Bo-repBbIX, B KOMHAaTe TOC/IBIIIAI0Ch TPUTYIIIEeHHOe, HO OYeHb OTacHoe
pbluaHue. bapga! Bcé Bpemsi Mupj, HaXoAW/ICS B COCeQHEM KOMHAaTe, OXPaHss
coH Apuu. BenaH, TOUHO UYBCTBYS, UTO HOUbIDO MOXET CJIYUUTHCS
HEeMNpPUSATHOCTb, TIOTIPpoCcU/ bapAy mocTepeub ero >keHIUHY. Mup, TipoposKast
BbIp@KaTb HEIOBOJLCTBO TIOCTYIIKOM YeJjioOBeKa, COBEpIIIeHHOTO HaKaHyHe,
OTBepHYyJIa MOpJY, U UyTh TOMeJ/IUB, KUBHYy/a. BOT Temeps, OTIpaB/sisCh Ha



6as1, Bemad Mor OBITH CTIOKOMHBIM.

Korpa Bapza mouyBcTBOBasa, 4To B CrHajbHIO NPOHUK MTOCTOPOHHUM, OHA
repejasa UmmyasC BenaHy. EcTecTBeHHO, TOT COpBA/CAd U PBaHy/ B CTOPOHY
rokoeB. Hukto He cmeer yrpoxare Apun! HUKTO He cMeeT TpeBOXXUTL eé COH!
My>KurHa, KaK TOJBKO TOKWHY/J OCHOBHYKO 3ajy, I[le HaxXOAWIUChb TOCTH, U
CKPBIJICS 3a MepPBbIM ITOBOPOTOM, TTo0exall.

OH 3Hasn, yto bapga 3awmTuT Aputo, HO BCE xe...Bcé xe....

[IoaTOMy OZHOBpeMEHHO C pblUaHMeM MUpJa, B CIaJbHIO BOpBa/ICI M
Bepas.

YnusutenbHOe 7eno, 3a HUM TociefoBan U Ctoki. Korzma oH yBuzers, uTo
Opar B CpOUHOM TIOpsiJIKe, C TI00/ieHeBIlIeM JIULIOM, TIOKU/jaeT 6asl, OH TOIMIEN 3a
HuM. U riieBath Ha rocreit! bpaty Hy>xHa noMmolps! OcTasnbHble — IOL0XKAYT.

[losiBleHWe My)KUMH BbI3BaJI0 HEOJHO3HAYHYIO peakLUi Yy [eBYLLeK.
CnuiiikoM 6b1cTpo. C/MIIIKOM HEOXKU/IaHHO.

Bpems 0CcTaHOBUIIOCK.

HamazaBiiasgs He3HakOMKa MeJJIeHHO, CTapascCh He COBepllaTb pe3KUX
JBWDKEeHUM, UTOOBI He CTIPOBOLIMPOBATH MUP/A, OTBeJIa PYKY C HOXOM.

A [lajiblile TUIIMHY KOMHAThI pa30pBajio HeCKOJIbKO BCKPUKOB.

— Apus! — 310 Bepan.

— CTOKJI? — U3yMJIeHHbIU, JPOTHYBLIWK F0JI0C He3HAKOMKHU.

WM peryanue vmrieparopa:

B otBet cpasy ke BO3MyILleHHOe:

— He cmeli Ha MeHs1 KpyuaTh!

Ecmu Obl Apusi He HaxXxoAwiach B JIETKOM IIIOKOBOM COCTOSIHUH,
«TepekInuKa» ro3abasu Obl eé. OHa MOHSI/IA, YTO OMACHOCTH el He yrpoXKaeT U
pe3Ko cejia Ha KpOBaTH.

Harnbliie CHOBa mocsiefioBaa ObICTpasi CMeHa JieKopalyi.

He3HakoMKa, BbIpyraBIlIMCh Ha He3HAKOMOM $I3bIKe, MeJIJIeHHO CJiesiasa Iiar
K OKHY.

CTOKII — K HeHu.

— He npubmukaticsi. ..., — BbIJOXHYJIA OHA.

— Tonpko Momnpo0yii TIPLITHYTH B OKHO, — CIBUHYB OPOBU Ha MepeHOoCHlle U
CKaB KyJ/IaKH, IpeyIipeaua uMmeparop.

BenaH Toxe BbIpyrasics U, He CepyKaBIlUCh, PBIKHYII:

— YUto TyT mpoucxoaut? CTOK/, 3TO TBOSI aMa30HKA? — OBICTPBIM KUBOK. —
Tak Kakoro....OHa yrpokaeT Moell KeHILIHE HOXKOM?

He3HakomKka czenana emjé ofyH LUar, BbIMAS U3 TeHU. Y ApUU MOSBUIACh
BO3MOKHOCTb PaCCMOTpPeTh HarlaZaBlllyro, ¥ KOrzJa OHa [I0BepHysia rojioBy, TO He



MOI/Ia He OTMEeTHTh KpacoTy mAeBymikd. CMyrias Koka, Oosbliide TI7ia3a,
oOpam/ieHHble [IIMHHBIMA pPECHMUIIAMM, BBICOKME CKy/abl. Ha eé jwmre
TIPOME/IbKHYJIO BbIpayKeHUe PacTepPSIHHOCTH.

— Jlusa! — 3akpuuan CTOKJI, KOTJa >KeHIWHA C HEyJIOBUMOM CKOPOCTBIO
robeykasia K OKHY. YBU/IEB, UTO OHA IMPBITHY/Ia Ha IMOJOKOHHMK C Tparjyiei JUKou
KOIIIKY, OH OTZa/1 CeAYyILUU NpuKa3: — bap/a, 3a Hel! 3agepxu eé!

Mup/;, ObIJT Ha CTOPOHE MY>KUKH, M [IO3TOMY KphbliaTasi cobaka yCTpeMHuIach
32 He3HAKOMKOM.

CTOK/, TIOBTOPHO BBIPYTaBIIIMCh, BbIOEXa/l B JIBEPb, U €T0 TOPOILIMBLIE
11arv TMOTOHY/TM B BOPCe KapJJOHCKUX KOBPOB.

Bcé mpowusoiizio oueHb ObICTpPO, Apusl He ycriena Ja)ke MOHSTb CMBbIC
nipoucxogsuero. [Tostomy korga BemaH okasasicst psiioM W B3sil e€ 3a Ijieuw,
3aCTaBJ/isisi TOCMOTPETh €MY B JIMLIO, OHA He MPOTHUBU/IACh:

— Apus, Tl Kak? C TOOOM BCE B TOpsiiKE? — B3BOJHOBAHHO CITPOCHII
My>kunHa. OH BIpPYr OTYET/IMBO MpPEACTaBW/, UTO B HMIIEPATOPCKUE TTOKOU
npobpanack He JIus, cynpyra CToK/ja, a yOwuiilja, MATEXXHHUK, HeApPYyT. Apus
MOIJIa CTaTh >XEPTBOU MOJIUTUYECKOW WUTPHI.

Bezan mouyBCTBOBa/I [yPHOTY JIMILb OT OJIHOU MBIC/IM, UYTO APUM yrpoXkasia
oracHOCTb. OH ybbeT /ir000ro, KTo KoCco Ha Heé mocMmoTpuTt! JIroboro! OH He
TI03BOJIUT BOJIOCY yNacTh C eé TO/I0BbI!

W TyT Apyrasi MbIC/Ib TIPOCKO/Ib3HY/IA B €ro rosioBe. A Kak Jlvsg MuHOBaia
HECKOJIbKO CTerneHeW 3aluThl, OXpaHy W MNpPOHMWK/IAa BO ABopen? K Tomy e,
CeroJiHsi CTpaXkl ObLJI0 Ha TIOPSIZIOK OoJIbIIIe.

C keMm cBsi3an cyp0y CTOK?

[TouyBcTBOBAB Ha cebe pyku BemaHa, Apusi yCIIOKOMIACh.

OH....psgaom.

EVi HeBO/IbHO BCITIOMHWJICS Pa3roBOp C JIMaHOM, U ero CJI0Ba, CKa3aHHbIE Ha
ripoianbe:; «IlocTapancst MpoCcTUTh U JoBepUThCsi Benany Bapknangy...»

OHa He mbITa/saCh UX NPOAHATU3UPOBATh, JIMIIb OTMETW/IA, KaK CIIOKOWHO
el CTaso, KOorjja B MOKOU BopBa/ics BegaH.

— Co MHO# BCé X0OPOIII0, — OTBETH/Ia OHA U UYTh 3aMEeTHO y/IbIOHY/1aCh.

Y BepgaHa cepjiie IIpoBaMIOCh KyZia-TO JaieKo-Jajieko.

OHa eMy y/bIOHYACh. ...

Mup B30pBaJICsl, 3aUrPaB HOBBIMU, O0Jiee IPKUMH KpacKaMH.

— CuIbHO UcIyTanack? — 3a00T/IMBO CIPOCUIT OH.

Apus peltina ObITh UeCTHOM.

— Kak-To He ycnena. Bcé mpou3ornuio odeHb ObicTpo. §1 TIpoCHy/nach OT
TIPUKOCHOBEHUSI XOJIOJHOM CTa/Id K TOPJIy, ¥ Cpa3y MofyMaJsia, uTo eciv Obl MeHs
X0TeNm youTtb, TO youmm Obl crisiiiied. M cpa3y >ke MOSIBUWIMCH Bbl... KTo 3Ta



JKeHILUHA?

Benan nornaaun mnieud Apuu, He TIPeMUHYB 3aMeTHTb, UTO [JId CHAa OHa
CHOBa BhbIOpasia TIUJIOTHYH) CODOUKY, CKpbIBawoiyde Bce IpaMbl. CTOWUsIO
BCIIOMHUThL MpO Ipambl, U Beman ckan 3yowl. Eciu 6b1 TOT Mep3aBel] ObL1
)KUB....

Ho ceiiuac He BpemMsi U He MeCTO IIpeaBaTbCsl arpeccuu, KOTopast
HaripaB/ieHa K TOMY ’Ke Ha MepTBeLia.

— 910 Jlus, xeHmHa, crnacuas Crokia. Tam ToXe TeMHast U HelmpocTas
uctopusi. Mbl ¢ OparoMm eIié He yCrend TIOTOBOPUTb OCHOBAaTe/bHO, MaJo
BpeMeHHM TIPOLIO C ero BO3BpallleHHWsl. 3Haro, YTO OH Ha3blBaeT e€é aMa30HKOM,
Terepb, KCTaTH, MOHMMaro noueMy. Ckasas elé, uTo OHa pofuia eMy CblHa U
KaTeropyvyeCcku He 3axoTesia exatb B Appo.

Apusi obpatusia BHUMaHHe Ha CJIOBOCOYETaHUe «TOXKe HerpocTas
uctopusi». Kak-To pa3om crasio He 1o cebe. I mMyckue pyKu Ha eé rieuax
BbI3bIB/IM TPOTUBOpeuMBbIe oOllyljeHus. [leBymka BuJena, 4to BepgaH
obecriokoeH (OHa TIpU3Ha/la, YTO OH TBITAETCS TIPOSIBUTH 3a00Ty O Hel), U
)KesnaeT YIO0CTOBEPUTBLCS, UTO C HeW BCE B MOpsifike. A ero NpUKOCHOBEHMSL. . ..
Apusi 0 ChX TIOp He MOI7Ia a/leKBaTHO peardpoBaTb Ha MPUKOCHOBEHUS
MY>KUMH, He BaZlasi B aHUKY.

— Y umneparopa CTOK/a eCTh KeHa M Hac/leJHUK? — Apus rnocrapanach
130e)kaTh TeMbl e€ OTHOIIIeHUl ¢ BefaHoM.

BesiaH roxkas njieyamu.

— ITonyuaercs, yTo Ja.

— HeBeposTHo...

— He To ciioBo. Ho 4uto 3Ta eHiuHa Jenana B Moux nokosx? Ilepenyrana
KOMHaTbl? Pervia, uro CTOK/ 3aHs/I CBOM TIpEXHHE arnapTameHThI? Tak OH
BCerza XWi B JPyroM KpbLje.

Apusi cHoBa ynbIOHynach W 3aep3ana Oedpamu, »Kesasi OTOABUHYTHCS OT
Beznana v 0cBOOOAUTHCS OT €ro PyK.

— Bugumo, eé He paBU/IbHO NTPOUH(OPMUPOBAJIH.

BeslaH IMHUYHO yCMEXHYJICS.

— YTpom Hajio OyzieT 0CHOBaTe/bHO TTIOTOBOPUTL C HAUaJbHUKOM CTPaXKU U
Kapaysa. B umriepaTopckuii ABOpeLl, OKa3bIBaeTCsl, TaK JIerKO MPOHUKHYTh?

— Kak Tl lymaelb, ero BeJIM4eCcTBy yAaa0Ch JOrHaTh JInto?

— Ot bapapl 0OHa HE CMOXKET YUTHU. XOTH. ...

Ha, Jlus oka3zanacb He TIPOCTON >KEHIIMHON. DTO ObLIO BUAHO C TEPBOTO
B3rsiZia. Y uto mpoucxomuino Mexay Herd u CTokiaoMm — 3arazka. Ho Benan He
coMHeBasics — 6paT pa3bepeTcs.

Camomy ObI CO CBOeit JKeHII[UHOW pa300paThCsi. ..



OH 3ameTwns1, uTO ApUs MBITAeTCS OT HEro OTOABUHYTLCS U PYKW pasrKall.
He ycmesna oHa B3[0XHYTb C oOnerueHueM, Kak BejaH, CKUHYB carory,
TIOJTHOCTBIO B300Opasicsi Ha KpOBaTh.

Crokmn, JTust u bapzia oka3airich MOMEeHTaIbHO 3a0bIThI.

Y Apum yuaiiieHHO 3a0U/I0Ch cep/ille, U OHA eIllé HeMHOTO TIOABUHY/IACh K
IIPOTUBOIIO/IOKHOMY Kpar0 KpOBAaTH, OKOHYAaTe/JbHO 3allyTaBLIUCh B IIETKOBbIX
TPOCTBIHSAX.

— BepaH....YUTo BbI flesiaeTe? — OHa He MOIVIa He 3a/1aTh 3TOT BOIPOC.

Benan, ¢ caMbIM HEBO3MYTUMBIM BbIpa)KeHUEM Ha Jivlle, C Ma/buulleybuM
G71eCKOM B I71a3ax, UeCTHO OTBETHUJT:

— YcTpauBaroCh Crarh.

— K..xak? — BeijoxHy/1a Apus. Eé ra3a yquB/ieHHO pacraxHy/IucCh.

— OueHsb IpoCTO.

BenaH Bujiesn pacTepsiHHOCTb JEBYIIKH, U €/lBa CIepP)KUBAsCs, UuTOObl He
CXBaTUTb €€ y)Ke B HacCTosilue O0bATHS W He TpwkKaTb K cebe. A Tak e
pacLiesioBatb. MHOro, 0ueHb MHOI'O pas.

— Ho MBI Xe JOrOBOpU/IHCE....

Apus pacTepsiHHO 3amoprasa pecHuliamu. Uto BezaH 3agyman? Heyxenu
HapYLIWT WX JOTOBOPEHHOCTh U Celyac CHOBA BO3bMET eé MPOTHB BOJIU?

Torna....

‘Torga oHa TOYHO HUKOTZIA He CMOXKeT JOBepUTHCS eMy!

Hukorga.....

BesiaH paccrerty/ npasjHUYHbIM KaM30/1 U 3aKMHYJ/T PYKH 3a TOJIOBY.

— Apusi, Thl MOXeIllb CerYyac CO MHOW CIIOPUTh, HO TIpeAYNpeXAat0 cpasy —
pellieHusT CBOero s He U3MeHI0. A s pelllnsI, uTo TeOsi cerofjHsi HOubto OOosbliie He
OCTaB/It0. MoXelllb CUATaTh, UTO SI yCTPAaMBarOChb OXPaHATb TBOU COH. Tak 4To,
Heyero OTNO/3aTb Ha Kpadh KpOBaTW, [0 Hero BCE paBHO ellé fameko. A
BO3BpalLlaiCs Ha MOAYIIKHU, U JIOKUCH CMaTh.

CkazaHo OyZHUYHBIM, UyTh UDOHUUHBIM TOHOM.

Apus 3aMmepsia, B HEMOM M3yMJIEHUM yCTaBUBLIWCh HAa MY)XYUHY. DTO OH
ceryac nomytui? He 1ymaet ke OH, UTO OHa Ha CaMOM JieJie JIsSDKET C HUM CIaTh
B OZIHOW KpOBaru?

— Apus, naBaui JI0XKHUCh.

— Brl....

— Apus, He criopb. JIOXKUCh.

— Ho....

— Apus!

Y>ke Oosiee TIOBE/IUTE/NIbLHBIM TOHOM, OT KOTOPOTO y ApHUU TI0 CIHWHEe



nobexxanu mMypaikd. OHa TIpofio/iKaia CMOTPeTbh Ha MY>KUMHY, B HaZleXKzie, uTo
OH celfyac BCTaHeT C KPOBAaTH M CHOBA OTIIPABUTLCS Ha OaJl.

Ho oHa, BUgumo, 3abbiia, C KM UMeeT JIeJio.

BepnaH, >kesas 1okasaTb, UTO ero HaMepeHUs1 Cepbe3Hbl, 3aKpbul I71a3a. Ero
rpyJHas KjleTKa PUTMHAYHO TOAHMMA/ach M OIycKaaach. Y /vl eMy OZHOMY
ObLIO U3BECTHO, Yero CTOW/ BUIUMBIM CaMOKOHTPO/b. Apus Tak O/iv3Ka, OHa B
ero TMoCTeJd, MoyoOHaXKeHa. . ..M KakK HUKOTJja HeJJOCTYITHa.

M cHoBa B mMOKOsIX ObIBIlEro wumrieparopa obpa3oBasiach TuUIlMHA. U3
TIPUOTKPBITHIX OKOH [JOHOCHWJICSI Ty/1 TOJIOCOB U Becesior My3bIKU. [lo yTpa erjé
OBLTIO [1aJ1eKO.

Apusi HEKOTOpoe BpeMmsi cupesa, He ABurascb. OHa M3-TI0[ OMYLLEHHbIX
pecHul] Habmofana 3a myxuuHou. Heyxkenu oH ycHyn? Tak ObicTpo? OHa
Kosnebasnach, HO YCTalIOCTh U MOTPSCEHMs TIOC/IeHUX IHel B3s/IU CBOE.

W oHa, OCTOpPOXHO, UyThb [blllla, CBEPHYBLIWCb Ka/JauhKOM, OITyCTH/a
rosioBy Ha moAyiiky. COH HakpbLl ZAeByIIKy ObicTpo. Ha 3TOT pa3 oH Obin
TTyOOKUM.

OHa He MOYYBCTBOBaJia, KaK €€ HaKpbIBa/lu TeIIOW TPOCThIHEM, KakK K
B0JIOCAM e/[Ba KOCHY/TUCh B JIETKOM TIOIIe/Tye MY>KCKUe TYOBI. ...

UyTh no3xe Apwus, NMPOAO/IKAs KPeIKO CraTh, MepeBepHY/1ach Ha >KUBOT,
rocrazia Kakoe-TO BpeMsi, a TIOTOM CHOBa repeBepHy/ach Ha OOK, mpaBza, Ha
ZPYTOU.

U oka3anack B 6M30CTH OT KPYMHOTO Tena BenaHa.

M Tak eu cCrajo TeIUIO....TaK XOPOWIO....M BO3HUK/IO CTPaHHOEe,
HelpYBBIYHOE,  HEe3HAaKOMOe  OLlyllleHWe  YyKoTa....uero-T0  POZAHOrO...
KeJIaHHOTI 0. . ..
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MupoHUs UX BCTpPeTW/Ia macMypHoii rorozioii. Hebo 3aB0/IOK/I0 TPO30BBIMU
TyyamMH, Hadajicsi MeJKuii [AoKIb. Berep He gobaenasin komdopTra B
TyTelleCTBUM.

— Mbl B MupoHuto 3ae3kath cerofHsi He Oynem. Hermoroga. OctaHOBUMCS B
MoeM siome. OTnoxHeM. A 3aBTpa BcTpeTtuMmcsi ¢ Mbparumom, — ckaszan BepaH,
3aHaBelIMBasi LUITOPKOM OKHO KapeThl.

— {1 nouemy-TO Aymasna, yTo B MUpOHMM BCerja CO/HeYHas [oroja, —
Tpy3Hasack Apus.

Ha uto BezaH ynibioHY/ICH.

—Yro ThI!.../JOMMHA, KOHEYHO, Marnueckasi, HO He 10 TaKOM ke CTelleHH.

— A Xab...

Teneps Apusi OTOABMHY/Ia IUTOPKY M BCMOTpesach B Mek3ax 3a OKHOM. OHH
MOYTU NpUOBIIM Ha MecTo. Ec/ii mamsiTh He ToJBOJMIA €€, TO 3a C/IeAYIOLUM
XOJIMOM OTKpbIBajiach JonvHA. Y ApuU BCHO JOpPOrYy TO U /€0 TPeBOXKHO
oKuManoch cepaue. OHa comiacuiack roexarts ¢ BegaHom, Haziesicb Ha uyzo, U
He To/lymMasia O TOM, UTo OyJeT ¢ Hell, eC/id TAKOro uyzaa He Tipou3oiiser? Ecnu
Bezan 3a0my>x/1aeTcsi, U OHa He CMOXeT 3abepeMeHeTh?

Apuid THaja rpoyb IJI0XKWe MBIC/IU, HO OHY SIJ0BUTLIM TYMaHOM BIIO/I3a/14 B
ayury. U uem 6/mke cTaHoBU/IaCh MUPOHHUS, TeM CH/IbHee CTaHOBU/IACh TTaHUKaA.

Y Heé BCé nonyuurcs...O06si3aTesibHO TIonyuuTcsi! [aBHOe — Beputh! U He
ciaBaThCA!

A emié... HeHaBs3urBoO, poOKo, B €€ CO3HaHHe 3aKpasach MbIC/b: «/ Beman
pALOMD....

Ot 3TOMl MBICTH €& BGpocusio B xkap. [a, oH psgom. U ato, moxanyi, 6b110
HOBOe [ijist Heé oillyileHre. He cMOTpst Ha To, UTO UX moe3/ka B MupoHuio Oblia
y>Ke BTOpOM, CerMyac OHM exajqu Croja B MHOM KauectBe. Kak moHsuia Apwus,
Benan cobupaercss 060CHOBaThCSI B TIOMECThe, PACIoJiaratolleMcss Ha TpaHulle
JIO/IUHBI, ¥ KOTOpOe y)Ke 3aKaHUYMBa/lU CTPOUTb. VIMEHHO B HeM WM IIpeJCTOUT
JKUTb.

Kutb....OT omHOW MBIC/IIM, UTO OHa OyJeT MpPO)KUBaTb COBMECTHO C
MY>KUMHOM, Aputo Opocano B xap. JTo He JluaH, ¢ BenaHom el mipefcTouT
[leJITh [10CTeJIb.

OH pan et nepenpiiiky. OH Gosibllle He CripalivBas pa3pellieHus: MPUNTH K
Hel HOYbIO, HO OHA BH/ie/1a, KAKUM B3IVISIZIOM OH CMOTpen Ha Heé. [la BejaH v He
CKpbIBaJl CBOEro KeyiaHus. HUKorza He CKpbIBail. . ..



Teriepp MHOTOe OyzeT 3aBUCETh OT Heé. Apus 3TO TOXe MoHWMana. He
OyzeT TIPOTUBUTHLCS — OH OyZleT JlaCKOB, T0 KpaiiHell Mepe, OHa TakK AyMasna. A
ecu Oyznet Bo3paxkaTh....Bcé paBHO Oyzer 6parh?

— Tel BCro gopory oueHb 3ajyMunBa, — CKasaj BepaH, oTpbiBasg eé oOT
MbIC/ien. — O ueM fymaelnib?

Apus pelusia C1yKaBUTb.

— O Bac. O6 umreparope. O ero cyrpyre.

BenaH ycmexHysicsi, CKpeCTWU/I PYKU Ha TPYAU U BBITAHYJ AJIMHHbIE HOTH.

— 060 MHe Heuero Aiymatb. 1 C pafloCTbI0 BEPHY/ UMIIEPATOPCKYH0 KOPOHY
Croxkuy. [IpaBneHue umrepuer — He MOE.

— Y Bac XOpOoWIO TI0/y4yajoChb, — CMYyILeHHO 3amMetwsna Apus. B3risaj
Beznana meTHysiCcA K e€ /ULy, OCTAHOBUWJ/ICS Ha Ivia3ax, U Apus yBH[e/a, KaK B
r/la3aX MY>KUMUHBI TIOAB/ISIeTCA TervioTa. EMy MOHpaBW/ICA €8 KOMIUIMMEHT. —
Hapog Bac sito6un. Y roBopus, UTo BbI CIIpaBe/|/IMBLIN ITPaBUTE/Tb.

— IMo-gpyromy Hukak. Ctokn Takou »ke. OH HeMHOro mnoxkectue. Ho asis
uMIiepaTopa 3TO Jaxe Jyuiiie. Mmmepatopa [0O/KHBI He TOMBKO JHOOUTH U
yBaXkaThb, HO U 6osTcs. Toraa B ummiepun OyzeT MopsiIoK.

[leByllika corziacHa KUBHY/1a.

— A uTO y Hero C cyrnpyrou? f Tak v He MOHsI/Ia, OH OTHAJ €€ B Ty HOub? U
ToyemMy OHa OT Hero ybOerana?

BegaH ycmexHyics.

— JorHatb-To OH eé fnorHas, bapga eé ocraHoBuia. UTo MeXXy HUMU Jajiee
TIPOM30IILIO, 51 He 3Hat0. OH BepHyJIcs Ha 6as uepe3 HeCKOJIBKO YacoB, 3/10M. JIus
CKpbL/IaCh B HEU3BECTHOM HarlpaBJ/IeHUU.

— To ecTb yuuia?

— Ha.

— Ho....Torna 3auem oHa npuxopauia?

Bepan nokas njieyamu.

— IlonsiTua He mmero. Kak g TOHSUI, OHA >KUBET OTIIE/JbHULIENU, THe-TO B
nipearopbe. CTOK/Z MyuaeTcsi, XoueT, UToObl OHa repeexasa K HEMYy B CTOJIUILY,
JIvist COTIpOTHUBIISIETCSI.

— Korza oHa npucTaBuia HOXX K MOeMy TOpJy, TO TpeboBaTeIbHO CIIPOCHIIA,
YyTO £ Jle/1ar0 B [0CTeIM uMrneparopa. Peruiia, 4To ero BeJivueCcTBO yKe 3aMeTUI
eé npyrou. U B eé rosoce OTUET/IMBO CJIbILIA/ACH IPOCTb U PEBHOCTb.

Benan HaxMypw/csi U pe3KO MOAA/ICA BIiepell, HaKJIOHUBLIUChL K Apuy,
KOTOpas cujesia HanpoTuB Hero. OH 3aK/IIOUWJI JIAJJOHU [EBYLIKA B CBOU U
TIOPBIBUCTO CKasail:

— Bort, orBeth, Apus! ... He TNOHMMAar, YeCTHO, He TIOHUMAK Bac,
eHIMH. Ecim oHa /r0OUT, peBHYeT, TpeIbsABIsSeT Ha Hero IpaBa, I'OTOBa



yrpoXaTb COIlepHHULIe, TO I0YeMy He IpyvHUMaeT mpegioxeHue Crtokia? OH
TOXXe MI0OUT eé U nepekuBaeT! Bbl npotuBopeunte camu cebe! OTTankuBaere
cBOé cuacThe! IIpugymMbIBaeTe Kakuve-TO MPUUUHBI, HAKpyunBaeTe camu cebs! A
IIOTOM Il1aueTe B MOAYWIKYy. [louemy Bbl He MoOKeTe TpPU3HATH OYEBHUJHOIO?
BhInyCcTUTh UyBCTBa Ha cBOOOY?!

Apusi ioHsi1a, yTo BesiaH 1 eé nmeeT B BUAY.

— 51 He mory ckasarhb 3a BCex....

— Torma ckaxu 3a cebsi! — MbUIKO BOCK/IMKHYJI OH U CXKajl eé PyKU UyTh
CUIIbHee.

— BepaH, 3a cebGst MHe Heuero ckasarb..., — Apus TlocTapajacb 0CBOOOAUTD
PYKH, HO OH He >KeJlaJl UX BbIyCKaTb. — {1 He JOBepsit0 My>KUMHaM, coriacHa. U
Ha TO y MeHs eCTb MpPUYUHbL. MHe TpYy/JHO...nmepesioMuth cebs. Ho s
nocraparock. U...nmoxanyicra, faBaiite He OyzeM 060 MHe. He xouy.

VcnbiThIBasi pa3ouapoBaHve, M He CKpbIBasi ero, BezaH BBIMYCTUI PYKH
JIeBYIIIKM U CHOBAa OTKUHYJCS Haszah. Ero sumio Obiio xmypbiM. HacTpoenue
V3MEHU/IOCh, U He B JIYULly0 CTOPOHY. B3misi/ cTan X0/I04HbIM U JKeCTKUM.

Apust HeMHOTO 106anBaiach MY)KUKHY, KOT/la OH CTaHOBW/ICS TakuM. Cpasy
BCIIOMUHA/IOCh, KaK OH B3si/ €€ Ha [vBaHe B roCTUHOW. U uToOBI CrinaguTh
arMoc(epy OHa HErPOMKO ITONPOCHU/Ia:

— Bezian, He cepAUTeCh Ha MeHs. ..

My»KuriHa B3[IpOTHY/I.
— f He cepxycCb. Apus, C 4ero Tbl B3si1a?....
— Bam B3misig. ...OH...cTan He JOOPbIM...., — OHA pelliuia UATUA A0 KOHIa.

Kaxxetcsi, oH xoTes1 eé oTkpoBeHuW? — Korza y Bac JIMII0 0)KeCTOYaeTCsi, MHe
CTaHOBUTCS He 110 cebe.

BepgaHn 3amep.

— To ecTb, TbI OOMIIILCS MEHSI? — CITPOCHJT TIPUIJTYIIIEHHO.

— HemHoro...A vHOrja, U MHOTO, — OTBET I0JIyYWJICS KOPSIBBIM.

E€ cnoBa yIMBWIM MY)KUMHY, U OH, UuTOOBI CIIPAaBUTCA C SMOLMSIMH,
3alyCTW/I PYKYy B BOJIOChI, pacTtperiaB ux. A y ApuM BO3HUKJIO BHe3arlHOe
)KeJlaHWe TIPUBECTH WX B TIOPSAJIOK, TIPUIIAAuTh. W kemaHWe 3TO ObLIO CTOMb
CUNBHBIM, UTO OHAa e/lBa /I He (PU3UUECKU OIIyTWIA IIeTKOBUCTOCTb BOJOC
Bepana.

Panee mo06HOTO C Hell He C/Ty4YanoCh.

— §1 He xouy, uTOOBI Thl MeHsI 0osiylach, — CJIOBa MY>KUMHBI MPO3ByYa/d
I7IyX0. — 3Hal0, UTO MHOTHE MOU TIOCTYIIKM BbI3bIBa/M y TeOsI TTPOTECT, [O3TOMY
ceMlyac MbITarOCh JeUCTBOBATh CllepyKaHHee.

Apusi TIpUKyCH/Ia HIWKHIOIO Ty0y. BOoT oHM CHOBa M KOCHY/IMCh CKOJTb3KOH
TeMBlI.



— §1 GmarojapHa BaMm 3a Ty...3a TO BpeMsi, UTO Bbl MHe Jla/i1, si CMOIJIa
HEMHOT'O CBBIKHYTBCSI C MBICJIbIO, UTO MBI Terlepb BMeCTe H..., — OHa 3aMo0J/1vya’ia,
He 3Hasl, UTO CKas3aTh Jjasblile.

— N — uro?

[eBy11Ka rokaJasa rojloBou 4, CMyl1lasiCb, OTBeTHU/IA:

— BbI 3HaeTe yTo.

Benan He 3Has1, HO HacTauBaTh He CcTasl. Apus MpozoJKasla Jep)xarb ero Ha
JUCTAHLIUMA He TOJIbKO (U3UUYecKd, HO U MopaabHO. KoHeuHo, ryrno 6bi10 ObI
PacCUUTHIBATh Ha TO, UTO OHa OBICTPO, B OJJUH JieHb TIPUMeT ero, OyzleT J1acKoBO
yNbI0AaThCSl ¥ CTPACTHO OTBEYATh Ha ero TOoLe/yH.

3a olMOKY U HeCIep>KaHHOCTb TIPU/IETCS 3aryIaTUTh I0POTYIO 1eHY.

— Apusi....CeronHs Mbl OyzieM criaTh B OZJHOM KPOBAaTH.

CnoBa BepniaHa mipo3BydJanu [/si IeBYIIKUA, KaK TPOM CpeJu sICHOrO HeOa.
HeT, oHa 3Ha/ia, UTO paHO W/IM TO3[AHO OH HAaCTOUT Ha 3TOM, U BCE e Oblia
owapaieHa. OHa LIyMHO B3[J0XHYJIa, TOYHO el pa3oM MepeKpbLIv BO3YyX.

— Ceropnsi? — nepecrnpocusa OHa.

— Ha.

— TToueMy UMeHHO CerofiHsl..., — pacTepsiHHO 3abopMoOTasia OHa, UyBCTBYS,
KaK TTaHUKa HerpUATHBIM XOJI0JKOM OB/ajieBaeT eé TesioM. — Ml ke eljé He Ha
TeppuTOpUM MUPOHUH, MBI laKe He 3ae3Kasu.... MHe Ka3anocs, yTo....

— Apusa! — npepBan eé OeccBsi3HYHO peub BesaH M, CHOBa MO/ABIIUCH
BIIepe/], 3aXBaTU/I B TJIeH PyKU JieBylIKA. OH 0OpaTu/i BHUMaHue, UTO OHU CTasu
NpOox/aAHbIMU. — ThI 3aMep3/1a?

—H...ner....

— 3aHepBHUYasa’?

Ona KuBHyJa.

— Ha.

— Mpsi c TOOOl He OyzmeM 3aHMMAaThCsl JHOOOBBIO HETMOCPEeACTBEHHO Ha
Tepputopur Muponuu. [1yig 3TOro ecTsb JOM.

Apus e1ié OosibIlle 3araHUKOBaIa.

— Bbl He mbITaeTech MeHs OOMaHyTh? — 3a/lajla OHAa TpPEBOXKAIMM eé
BOIIPOC, U Cpasy e I0yKasieJa.

Beman mputiypus ria3a u oxan ryoel. Ha BUCKax 3amynbCUpOBa/v BeHBI,
UYTO CBU/IETE/ILCTBOBAJIO O BHYTPEHHE! Cllep>KaHHOCTH.

— Apusi...., — ero rosioc 3aBUOprpoBas. — BoT ckaxu, eciu Obl 51 TIbITACS
Tebs1 0OMaHyTh, a 110, 0OMaHOM ThI T0/[pa3yMeBaelllb UHTUMHbIE OTHOILIEHUS CO
MHOM, 3aueM MHe Hajio BecTu Tebss B MUpOHUIO, MpUI/aliath B cBoi om? He
CMOTpPS Ha TO, uTOo s Oosbllle He wuMIepaTop, MOsi BlacTb B AppPOHUU
Ge3rpaHuuHa. M3-3a mokyiieHusi MoHTeCbe Ha MHUD/OB, i MOT OOBSIBUTH Bac



000UX TOCY/apCTBEeHHbIMU W3MeHHUKaMu. U BcE, Masbiilika. MoOHTeche B
TIOPbME, a Thl.... Thl KaXK/bll eHb Mof0 MHOU. VI MHe ObL1o Obl MieBaTh Ha
TBOU UYBCTBA U >KeslaHusi. Ha To, UTO Thl MCTIBITHIBAEIIL, HDABUTCS Tebe WU HeT.
51 mpocTo OBl yOB/IETBOPSIT CBOM (DU3MONOTUUECKUe TIOTPeOHOCTH, KaK MHe
HPaBUTCSI, KOT/la MHEe HPaBUTCS, U CKOJILKO Pa3 MHe HpaBUTCS. A Thl ObI Tepriea.
Momnua.

Ero cioBa mpo3Bydasi O4eHb KeCTOKO. Apusi MOHsA/A, UTO 3ajesa ero 3a
JKWBOE, YCOMHU/IaCh B €r0 YeCTHOCTH.

— VI3BUHUTE, ..., — OHA CHOBA He [0r0OBOpWJIA, OIyCTH/IA T'OJIOBY, a [IOTOM
BCKUHYJIa eé K BepXy. — To eCcTb MbI cerofiHsi OyzieMm. ...

OHa BHOBb He [JOrOBOpUJIA.

Benan, He cMOTpsA Ha TO, YTO HeXejaHhe ApUM JieIUTh C HUM IIOCTelb,
BbI3BaJI0 B HEM [IyIlIeBHYIO 00/b, TTIOCTApasCs OTBETUTb, KAK MOXKHO MsITye:

— Apusi, uem ObICTpee 3TO CJIYUUTCS, TeM TIPOIlle HaM CTaHeT OOIaThCs.
Bot yBuauiib. 1 G6yny HexkeH. To, uTo cayumsioch Ha JHSIX....O TOM JiHe ThI
OoJiblile He BCIIOMHHUIIIb, 00elijat0. Xouelllb, s 3aKI'y HOXKHYIO 1eub? Y Tebst pyKu
XOJIO[HbIe.

Apusi, 06m3HYysIa Tiepecoxiive ry0bl, 1, pelivBIINC, POILIenTaia:

— He Hazo neun....O6HUMUTE MEHS. ...

BenaH B3ApOrHys Y IMOPBIBUCTO B3J0XHY/. BHe3arnHO OH pa3BOIHOBAJICH,
TOYHO Oe3ychiii toHell. OHa cama — cama! — morpocuna cebsi 06HATE. O
10ZI0OHOM OH MOT TOJTbKO MeuTaTh....

MyxunHa yabIOHY/ICA, W yAbIOKAa Yy Hero To/iyuyndaach JIaCKOBOM,
MaJIBYMIIeYbEN.

— Wy ko MHe.

Apusi, He UyBCTBYS Tofi co00i HOT, repecesia Ha quBaH Benana. UTo oHa
TBOpUT....COMHEeHHs TNPOAO/DKAIU Of0JieBaTb €&, KOrja MYXKCKUe PpPYKHU
3aKJTIOYa/Iu eé B HaZle>KHbIe TeTlibie 00bATHSI.

— Tak nyuimie? — OXpUIILLKAM T'OJIOCOM CIipocu BezaH.

Apusi cuzena, 0osicb 11eMO0XHYThCs. Eif....MOHpaBUIOCh, UTO OHa
VICTIBbITHIBAET.

— Ha....Jlyure.

— [Tonoyku rosioBy Ha MO@ I1/1eu0 U IOZpeMIIu.

— MBI ke Bpojie Obl Kak rpuexai. ...

— Het. Ham npesicrout 06bexath JOMUHY, TaK UTO TTOCTIH.

Apusa xoresna Bo3pasutb. Ho mepegymana. I cHoBa y Heé BO3HUKIIO
YyBCTBO, YTO OHA HAXOJUTCS TaM, T7e U Ao/KHa ObITh. Tam, r/ie Terio U yITHO.

B ero o0BATHSIX.

[ eBylliKa MpUTHXJ/1a ¥ TPUKPbLIA IV1a3a.



[TomecTthe Besana B MupoHuu Apuu oueHb MOHPaBUIOCh. OHO ObLIO elné
He ZI0OCTPOeHO, BeIMCh paboThl, HO y)Ke ceiiuaCc MOXXHO ObI/IO TOHSITh, UTO OHO
Oymer HeOO/MBIIUM U YAOOHBIM. [IByX3TakHBIM OCOOHSIK, BBITIOJTHEHHBIA W3
JlepeBa, HAarlOMHWUI ApUM KapTHUHKY, YBUJIEHHYI0 B [IeTCTBE B KHIKKE CO
CKa3KaMu TIPO BOJIIIIeOHBIX MPUHIIECC.

— UWsBunaM, gom Oymer rotoB uepe3 wMecsil...Ckopo npubyayT emé
pabOTHUKH H....

— OH npekpaceH, — BblZloxHy/1a Apusi. He cMOTps1 Ha HEHAaCTHYO TIOTOAY U
TIOPBLIBUCTHIM BeTep, OHa 3a/r0060Basiach CTPOEHHEM.

Pacriosio)keHHbIM Ha TpaHuile ¢ MUpOHHWeM, UTOObl UMETh BO3MOKHOCTB
ObICTPO MOTazAaTh B ZOJMHY, OH Pacriosiaraacs B KUBOMMUCHOM MecTe. C ofHOM
CTOPOHBI ero OKpy»Kajo IpeAropbe, CO BTOPOM HEBBICOKHE MOCAJKU Jjeca, C
TpeTbeli OOIIMPHbBIE 3e/ieHbIe JIyTa.

— Pap, uto oH Tebe ToHpaBuUIICs, — cKa3an BegaH, mosbieHHbIM. OH X0Tesn
100aBUTh, UTO OTHBIHE 3TO U €& ZIoM, HO TIOZIyMaJl, YTO BpeMs elljé He MPUIILIO. —
[Moiaem. Ceituac JoXKb U Crofia oOepeTcs.

Paboune, BBITIO/MHSBIINE CTPOUTE/NIbHbIE PAOOTHI, >XW/IA B HEOOJBIITNX
ambapax, BO3BeJleHHbIX [IJii BPEMEHHOTOo TIpO)KWBaHUs. BenaH, cobupasick B
Muponuto, npejBapuTe/bHO, 3a HEeCKOIBbKO JHEM, OTIpaBU/ CHJa KyXapKy U
CJIyT, KOTOPBIe TOCIIeLIN/IN BCTPETUTb FOCIIOVHA.

Y>kuH y>ke ObL1 Ha ctosie. BeflaH pacropsiiuiicsi TIPUTOTOBUTDH /IB€ BAaHHBI.
YcsbliliaB, 4To BaHHBI OyzeT ABe, Apus WCIbITana obseryeHue. 3HAUMT, >KUAThb
oHu OyZlyT B pa3HbIX KOMHATax, YTo eé OUeHb YCTpauBasio. Y Heé OyfeT MUuHOoe
TIPOCTPAHCTBO, BOSMOXHOCTb yeIUHUTBCSI.

Ho oHa pagoBasace paHo. Kak TOMBKO OHU TOKOHUWIM C YKUHOM,
C/Iy’KaHKa TpOBOAW/Ia eé B CrajbHIO, PACIIO/JIOKeHHYH0 Ha BTOpOM 3Taxke. U
riepBoe, uTo OPOCK/IOCH B T71a3a /IeBYIIKY, Obuiu Belliu BesaHa.

Apust 06epHY/Iach K CTy>KaHKe:

— Thl, KaXKeTCs, repenyTrasna. ITO IIOKOM MUIOPZA.

Cny>kaHKa KUBHYIIa.

— Tak u ectb, rocrmoyka. Mwusopg, cooOiiua, 4ro y Bac OyayT obiiue
TIOKOM. ..

Apus 3amepsa, ToToM 00/IM3HY/a Mepecoxiive ryobl. Bo BpeMsi cCKUTaHU
M0 Yy)XUM TOpOfilaM, [IeBYIlIKa CTa/JKhBajach C OObIUasiMU, Te MY>K U JKeHa
genmdnu obOiryro KomHary. CTapoKuibl TOJ0OHBIX 0ObIUaeB TOBOPW/IH, UYTO
COBMeCTHasl TOCTe/b, He pa3/e/ieHHasi CTeHOW, cOmkaeT cyrpyroB. Mo,



TIOPYTarOTCSl OHU, TIOCCOPSATCS, a B IIOCTEb-TO OJHY JIOXKATCH.
KaxxeTcsi, BefiaH npuy/iep>KUBasICs TaKOTO »Ke MHEHHUSI.
— Tbl MoOXelllb ObITH CBOOOAHA, — OTOC/IA/a Apus ciyxaHKy. OHa cTosiia
ToCpeIi KOMHAThI U TbITaslaCh CIIPABUTHCS C OXBATHBIINM €€ BOJTHEHHEM.
Y BepaHa c/ioBa He pacXo/sATCS C JIeJIOM. ...

BaHHa c TpaBaMM HEMHOI'O yCIIOKOWJIa ApHIO, a KOrja JeByllKa yBUzesa
ropsiunii II0KOJIaZl, Ha €€ JMile TOsIBUIach y/blOKa. M BO3HUK/IO CTpaHHOe
OLLlyLLleHHe. . . HeKask UUIKO3UA. .. TO, UTO OHa Jj0Ma.

YcrpovBUIMCE B Kpec/io B OXWJaHWU BenaHa, U cze/aB OCTOPOKHBIN
IJIOTOK, Apuda npusagyManace. A rnioueMy wuno3ud? Ilouemy oOHa C
HaCTOPOXXeHHOCTBH0 BOCIIPUHMMAeT IIPOMCXoAsdlee? OJTO e€ HacTosllee, Ja U
Oyzyliiiee CBsi3aHO UMEHHO C 3TUM JIoMoM. [Ipyroro y Heé He GyrerT.

Ecmu boru cMUNOCTUBATCS Haj, Hell, U OHa 3abepemeHeeT, TO OyzleT KUTb
Tam, rae Beman u ux pebeHok. OHa He JIus, oHa He CMOXeT, KakK Cyrpyra
uMIiepaTopa, OCTaBUTb ChiHAa cebe, He TO3BOJIMB OTIy 3abpaTh ero c coOoM.
Xots....JIusg e TofJaHHasi WMIlepaTopa, Kak OH CKakeT, Tak U Oyzmer. Ho
BCIIOMHUB T71a3a JIeBYIIIKH, ApHUsi yCOMHUIach. AMa30HKa OyzieT OUThCs 3a CBOE
[10 KOHLIa.

Ha ymune Heroroja ycunvaach, U Apus Ioexwiacb. 3aBblBaHMEe BeTpa
HaBeslyIo TOCKY. U rnorpasuB 111a/1b, B KOTOPYIO OHa KyTasnacb, Apusi oCMOTpeJia
Ha yachl.

Uto-T0 BenaH 3agepxuBaercs. . ..

MpsICib TIpOMe/IbKHYJIa B eé CO3HaHMM CaMOIIPOU3BOJIbHO, [IeBYILKA Jaxe
He oOpatwia Ha Heé BHUMaHMs. OHa MPOCTO BO3HUK/IA H...000CHOBamach B
cepaue Apuu.

He npouwio u fecaTy MUHYT, Kak MOC/BIIAIUCh TOPOIUIMBBIE MYXXCKHE
LIary.

OH uper.

Apusi chep)kasa TOpbIB BCKOUWTb C Kpecja. «YCHOKOHCcA.... [lepeBenu
nbixaHue....OH obelrjas ObITb HE)KHBIM....». ApHUs 3aKMypu/a I/1a3a u ObICTPO
ux pacriaxHysna. [la, oGeiijan, HO C KaKUX TOpP OHA cTajia 6e30roBOPOYHO BEPUTH
MY>XUUHaM"?

— Apus....

— BepaH....

— Kaxk ThI... ..



— Xopotiio, 6yarogapro.

Ona nocTtaBuia Gap(opoByto yallleuKy Ha CTOJIMK U MMO/HS/IACh.

[Tocrie TpUHSTUS BaHHBI, BOMOCHI y BefgaHa ObIIM BAaKHBIMU U UYTh
nobneckuBanu B cBeTe KaHjensibpoB. OpeBaTbcsi OH He cran. HakuHyn Ha
LIMPOKMe TI/IeUr XasaT U BbIIVIse/ OUueHb Mo-AoMallHemy. [1o-cemeliHOMY.

ApuH IPUXOAUIOCH MHOI'O pa3 BU/eTh JlMaHa B XajaTre, HO HUKOIZA Y Heé
He BO3HUKAJI0 YyBCTBO ceMelHOCTU. [la, oHU ObLM O/M>Ke, UeM MHOTHE POJHbIe
Opatbst U cecTpbl. OHM XOpOILIO MMUTUPOBA/IM TIOMOJIBKY M YacTO Ha JIFOASX
urpaau BiatoOeHHY0 napy. Ho HU pa3y, HUKOT/Ia OHa He BOCIIPUHMMAJIA ero, Kak
My>kunHy. X0Tsi JIuaH ObLT MpUB/IeKaTeIbHBIM MOJIOJbIM uesioBekoM. OHa 3Hana
0 TpaBMe, TIOJTyuUeHHOM OT ObIKa, U BCE XKe....

Omymienus Ha oT Beyjana Obui uHbIMU. PaHee oHa roBopwsia cebe, uTo
roTOBa TepreTb ero MPUKOCHOBeHUs pasu pebeHka. Celiuac ke TOHsIa, UTO
BOCIIDUHUMAET €ro...uype3MepHO (PM3UOJOTMUecKd uTo . B Mbicasx Apus
roToBu/Ia cebsi K TOMY, UTOOBI OCTAPaThCsl C HUM TIOAPYKUThCS. Kak ¢ JTuaHowm.
Hy, 6yayT oHU u3pe/iKa JeJIuTh MOCTe/b, TO OHA TIePEe)KUBET, He C/IOMaeTCs.

Cetiuac xe.... OHa ToHsI/Ia, KaK CUJIbHO 3abmy»K/1anach.

Benan — He JIvaH.

C HUM TPOCTO APYKUTH He TTOTYUYUTCH.

[ToToMy uTO OH OT Heé OyleT XOTeTb He TOJILKO JIPY>KOBI.

O06 3TOM rOBOPUIJI U B3IVISi/I, KOTOPBIM OH Ha Heé CMOTpeL. ..

He cmotpen, obxurar.

N ero d¢urypa....KpynHas, moiiHas. CrnocobHasi ciomarb, pa3/aBUTh
W/H. . .3al[UTUTh, YOepeub.

Apus 3a/ipoXkasia. BOT v npuILio BpeMms.

CeropiHst OHa cama, I00pOBO/BHO, JISDKET B MOCTeJb K MY>KUMHE.

— Apus, Tbl I0OneaHeNa. .. UTo ¢ To6oii? TlepeyToMunachk? — B3BOJIHOBAHHO
cnpocun Befjan, ctpeMuTtesibHO PUOIMKAsCh K Hell.

OHa Moryia cka3aTb «Ja» U TONPOCUTH ero He Tporarb eé. U >keHCKas
VIHTYULIUSA 10/ CKa3asa, uTo BejaH He TpPOHeT, JisDKeT psafAoM U yCHET. Ho 3ToT
HeJIeTbIi Tpe/yIor BO3BeJeT MeXJy HUMH ellé ofHy mperpagy. M uem fosblie
Apus OyfieT OTTSIrMBaTh OTBETCTBEHHBIN MOMEHT, TeM CJ/io)KHee OyzeT motoM. Mm
oboum.

— [Jopora, — Heorpezie/IeHHO OTBeTU/1a ApUs Y MoyKasa riedamu. — Huuero
cTpaluHoro. Briepegy Houb — BBICILIFOCh. MBI 3aBTpa B MUPOHUIO OTIIpaBUMCS?

— KoneuHo, — otBeTun1 BesaH u B3si/1 IeBYIIKY 3a PyKd. — Y Tebsi CHOBa
J1aJJOHU XO/I0HbIe. ... B KOMHaTe HeZ,0CTaTOuHO Terio?

OH o Heit 3abotwicsa. Korga Apus 3TO TIOHsla, TO CHayajia MCIbITaa
nerkuy wok. [Touemy? OHa U cama He 3Hana oTBeta. lIpocTo yauBuUIace, U



CU/TBHO.

— MoxeT, pacTONUTh KaMUH? — MpeJ/IoKUA BefjaH, Korjia oHa He OTBeTHU/IA.

— He Hapjo...., — HETPOMKO TIPOrOBOpW/IAa OHa U JobaBwia: — IloligemTe
JIOXKUTHCH. ...

Ecm kro 6b1 Apuu Mecsiija TpYA Ha3aj] CKa3ajl, YTO OHAa CaMa II030BET
MY>KUMHY B TOCT€/Ib, OHa Obl CHMCXOAMTE/LHO Y/IbIOHYIACh W TOAyMasa, uTo
yeJI0BeK M10X0 3HaeT eé. Hukoraa. Hu 3a uro.

Ceituac xe....

Celfuac oHa OCTOPOXXKHO BbICBOOO/IM/IA PYKH M HallpaBUIach K KpoBatu. OT
Cynb0ObI He yiellb.

BenaH ocTasncs CTOSITb Ha MeCTe, C yuallleHHbIM cep/iiieOreHreM HabJtrozast
3a JIEMCTBUSIMU >KeJIAHHOM >KEHII[VHBI.

Apusi CKHWHy/Ja C TUled I1ajb, MU B COPOUKe CKOJIb3HYyJIa TIOf, Temoe
TOKPbIBAJIO.

— Tel He pa3feHellbCsl [0 KOHLIA? — TPUIVIYLIEHHO cripocui BegaH u,
TIOJIOM/IST K TPIOMO, 3aTyIIW/I CBeud B KaHJensibpax. KomHara rorpysunachk B
nosiympak. EMy He TpeGoBammch cBeud, UTOObI BUZIETh KPacoTy Tesia ApuH, a ei
B TeMHOTe OyzieT He TaK JUCKOM(OPTHO OT COOCTBEHHOM 00HA’>KEHHOCTH.

Apusi IpUKYCH/Ia HIDKHIOIO T'y0y ¥ COBCeM THXO MpOIIIernTara:

— BepgaH, s He Oyly cHMMaTh COpOUKy....M Bac, mpoiily, He CHUMakTe C
MeH eé.....

— Iloyemy? — B TEMHOTe T0JIOC MY>KUMHBI MTPO3ByYasl PE3KOBAaTO U OUEHb
6M3K0. Apus He yCJIbliliajia, KakK OH TOZOIIEN K KPOBATH.

— MHe OBl He X0Te/10Ch OOHAKaThCH. . ..

Bezian moHsT IPUUKHY.

— Apus, g BuAeN., — OH, MY)KUHHa, [/ KOTOPOrO IpaMbl ObUIH
TIPYBBIYHBIM JI€JI0M, 3alHYJICS. — 1 BU/Ie TBOM IIPaMBbI.

Apwusd 3aKpblia [v1asa.

— BepaH, g Bac nipouty....

1 cronbko MonbObl OBUIO B €€ rojioce, yTo MY)KUMHA cZancs. MeHbIle
BCEr0 €My XOTe/0Ch HOYb HauWHaTh CO criopa. HacTou oH celuyac Ha CBOEM,
Apwus emé cunbHee 3aMKHeTCs1. OH HUUYero He BhIMIPaeT.

— TBou 1IpamMbl MeHs He OTTOJKHYT. OHM uyacTb TeOs, — OH CTapancs
TOBOPUTb, KaK MOXKHO Msrye. — W s oueHb Ha/leloCh, UTO B OyayIiemM ThbI
riepecTaHelllb MeHs CTeCHSIThCS.

Bezman aymMan BK/IOUMTH HOYHOE 3pEeHHME, HO TOTOM peLIWI, YTO KpacHbIe
r7la3a MOT'YT HalyraTh JEBYIIKY. A Tak XOTe/0Ch BUZIETh €€ BCHO. ...

OH CKMHy/ XanaT U TMpUCea Ha Kpaul KpoBaTU. ApuWs mepecTrana [bllaTh,
Harpsrach.



— Apusi, — CHOBa I103BaJl OH eé U JIOTPOHYJICS A0 Oe/loKyphix Bojoc. — He
Hazlo MeHs1 OOSIThCS. ... S He CTPOIO WII03Mi TI0 TIOBOAY TOTO, UTO Thl OTBETHIIIb
B3alMHOCTBIO Ha MOIO CTpPacTh. §1 B3si Tebs IPOTUB BOJU, 3@ UTO TIPOIIY MeHS
TIPOCTUTh, XOTs MOI00HOe, HABPSI/ /iU, MOXHO MPOCTUTh. $1 BUHOBAT W...Hu K
yeMy celyac S3TOT pa3roBop. f TMpocTo Xouy, 4ToObl Thl 3Hajma, 4TO S
pacKaunBaroCh.

[eByllika KvBHYy/a. | OBOpUTL OHa He MOIVIa, B ropsie nepecoxso. OfHo
[leJIo ;ymaTh, YTO OHA TOTOBA K MHTUMHBIM OTHOLLIEHUSIM, U COBEpPILEHHO JIpyroe
3HAaTh, YTO OHHU Celuac HaCTYIIAT.

He poxpaBmmce orBeTa, BemaH OTKMHY/ Kpall MOKpBIBA/IO U JIEr Ha
COCEeJHIOI0 TIOAYIIKY, ITOATIEePEB TOJI0BY PYKOM.

— Tol g1 MeHs1 camasi yKejlaHHas JKeHILUHa, — C IpU/bIXaHue CKasasl OH,
TOJIbKO Celuac, HaBepHOe, B TIOJIHOM Mepe 0OCO3HaB, YyTo Apus psgoM. B ero
kpoBaru. C HUM. U oHa mouT 06Ha)KeHa.

B rosioBy yznapusia KpoBb. UsieH apervpoBas. Cepjiie Oumoch yepes pas.

— 51 oueHb xouy Tebsl Molle/IOBaTh, — CHOBa CKa3aji BejaH U MOTSHYJCS K
JleBYIIIKe.

Apusi TIpUKpbL/IAa T7la3a U TOCTapajgach pacciabutbcs. OHa He [JO/DKHA
COITPOTHUBIIATHCSA, He NOJDKHA....JIerko ckasarh, TpyjgHee cesarh!

Korga ry6sl My»KUrMHbI HaKpbLTU eé ry0bl, TTaHWKa BHOBb HaKaTW/a Ha Heé,
Mep3Kas Y JIMIIKasg OHa CIIeLIHO paclpoCTpaHsAIack 10 BCeMYy TeJsly, BbI3bIBas B
MaMATA KapTWHBI y)Kacarllero IIpOIUIOr0 W HeJaBHero W3HaCUIOBaHUS.
My>KurHa 1o orpezie/ieHUI0 He MoxKeT ObITh HexxHbIM! OpHu cioBa! I'myribie
IyCThble ciaoBa!

OH 1esioBan octopoxkHo. EziBa i He pobko. TIpukocHysicst K BepxHeii ry0e,
UyyTh TIOTSHY/J 3a HIWKHIOW. BenaH He HaOpachiBajics Ha HUX, He TIBITAJICS
TIPOHUKHYTh BHYTpb. OH npo6oBan. N3yuasn. [JaBan BpeMsi IPUBLIKHY Th.

Apus, pasBe[s Majblibl, pacriactaja pykKd Ha marpace. bexars! bexartb
6e3 ornisgku....OHa He cmoxeT! He cmoxet! OHa nepeotieHusia ce6s....Celiuac
HeT HaflobHOCTH criacath JInaHa, HeT HafIOOHOCTH OTAABATLCS MY>KUMHE. . .ITyCTh
KOTOPBIM U BbI3bIBaeT MOPOU B HeWl HeoJHO3HauyHble UyBCTBA.... OH TaKOW e

1 1yt rae-to rayboko BHyTpU Heé cpa3y Bo3HMK miportect! Het! OH —
VHOMU....UyTb-uyTb, HO OH OT/IMYaeTcs OT APYrux...OH MbITaeTCsi UCIPABUTh
orOcs ¥ obelriaeT 1MoapuTh ek pebeHKa. ..

Apust pe3Ko BbIZIOXHY/Ia MPSIMO B T'yObI MY>KUMHBI:

— BepaH....

OH mpunojHsA/I TOJOBY U IOCTapascd 3arisgsHyTh B IVla3a [JeByLUKU. B
KOMHaTe 1japu/a MpakTUueCKU ToJTHasi TUIIIWHA, JIUITh MOXKHO OBbLIO Pa3riisjeTh



yeji0BeyeCKre 0yepTaHus.

— Y0, MaibIIKa?

— A MOJXHO...Cpa3y? — CKa3aja U 3a)KMYpU/Iacs.

— Yto cpa3y? — He noHs1 BefaH.

— Cpasy..., — [IeByIlIKa CIJIOTHY/Ia 00pa30BaBIIUICS B TOpPJie KOM, TOBOPUTh
CTaJIo TPYAHO U CThIAHO. — Cpa3y B3STb MeHsl...0e3 nack.

OH 7nexan psgoM, U OHa I[IOYYBCTBOBAa/a, Kak €ro KpyIHOe TeJjlo
HarpsAmrIoCh. A IOTOM B TEMHOTE BCIIbIXHY/IU /IBa KPaCHBIX OrOHbKA.

— Apus, Tbl IOHWMaelllb, O YeM IPOCHUIIbL? — el T0Ka3aaoCh, Wiv BegaH
Pa303/IU/ICA.

3JI0CThb — 3TO IIJIOXO, 3TO OYeHb I1JIOX0, OH MOXKeT IOTePATb KOHTPO/Ib Haf
coboii u caenath et 6o1bHO0. Ho pa3Be oHa He TIOATOTOBUIACH K HEM?. ..

Honymars mbiciib Apys He CMOIVIa, TIOTOMY UTO TeIlible jaZloHM BemaHa
3aXBaTW/IM €€ U0 B HeXXHbIN 1yieH. Ero mpUKoCHOBeHUsI ObI/IM 0CTOPOXKHBIMU,
CKOJIb3SIIUMHU.

— Masbika. ...Mabllika. ..., — HeOXKUJaHHO IPOCTOHA/I OH XpUIuio. — S
Xouy cjienatb Tebsi cuacT/ivBOM.... Heyenud Thl AyMaelllb, YTO S He CMOTY
COBJIaZIeTb CO CBOel IMOXOThI0 U Habpolych Ha Tebs, KaK UKW 3Bepb? f He
COTL/IUBBIN FOHEI], ¥ MOHUMAl0, YTO HaBpsiJl I CerofiHs cMory pa30yautsb B Tebe
xeHiuHy. Ho!..., — oH cfienan BbIpa3uTeNbHYHO Tay3y. — $1 mokaxy Tebe, Kak
MOTY J1acKaTb, YTO (hr3uyecKasi CTOpOHAa OTHOILEHW MOXXeT He OTTa/IKUBaTh, a
TIpYBJIeKaTh. ..V 103TOMYy 51 He CJieJiato TO O UeM Thl IPOCUILIb!

OH Buzen, Kak OT yJAUBJIEHUS POTUK APUU MPUOTKPBUICS, KakK MPU3bIBHO
Gnectenu OT HeJjaBHETO TioLlenyss eé ryObl....Kak pa3MeTanuch I1eTKOBUCThIE
BOJIOCHI TI0 MOAYyLUIKaM...Kak IosHuManach U Omyckaaach eé rpynb....Bugen
3aTBep/eBlire OT [IPOXJIaJIHOrO BO3/lyXa COCKHU.. ..

BesaH MOTHy/T TOJIOBOWM W BBIK/IFOUW/I BHYTPeHHee 3peHue. EMy Hesb3d
CWIBHO BO30Y)K/IaThCsl, MHAUe OH TIOCTYMUT MMEHHO Tak, Kak MpOoCUT Apus —
BO3bMeT eé 0e3 rpe/iBapUTe/IbHBIX JlaCK, He TOTOBYIO K couTuto. U Torma — BCé.
Koner. OHa yTBepUTCs BO MHEHUH, YTO OH e/iBa /I He HACU/IbHUK, U U3 HOUU B
HOYb OyZleT TeprieTh ero MPUKOCHOBeHuUs. VIMeHHO TeprieTh.

A emy Hazlo, uTOOBI OHA WX KJana. XoTesa.

U oH He OyzeTt Benanom Bapkiatiziom, eciiv He 100beTCs 3TOTO.

[Tocne crpactHOM peun Besiana, Apusi He Halliach, UTO CKas3aTh. bblio, mo-
Tpe)KHeMy, CTpallHO. B maMaTy BCIIbUIAJIM JIUL[Aa BCeX 3HAKOMbIX U HEe3HAKOMBIX
JKeHILIUH, KOTOpble [IOYyLIeroTOM, XWXWKas, paccKasblBaJii O HOUHBIX
TIPUK/TFOYEHHUSX.

Hy, He MOI/IU >Ke COTHU JKEeHI[WH XOTeTb 3Mo020, eC/IM 3MO TPUUYUHSIIO
TOMBKO 60JIB!



Tem BpemeHeM Jini[0 BesaHa cHOBa CK/IOHW/IOCh Haji Apuel, U ero ryobl
CTa/M TIOKPbIBaTh 7100, T7a3a, IeKH, IIel0 JIeBYIIKH JIeTKUMH 4yBCTBEHHBIMU
oL@ TysIMHU.

OpHa ero pyka ycTpemusiach BHU3, Ty/ia, Tie 3aKaHuUMBaiach copouka. Kak
€My XOTeJIOCh CHSATb €€, OTKMHYTb Mpoub! UTOOBI UMETh TO/IHBIN JOCTYII K TeTy
Apum, uyToOBbI HHMKAKasi TKaHb He Melllajia eMy HacJaXkAaTbCs 0apXaTUCTOCTBIO
KOXKU [IeBYIIIKHU.

Benan gotponHysncs g0 6Geznpa, v TIOUYBCTBOBA/I, Kak ApHsi CH/IbHee CBejia
Horu. OHa 3TO cJiefajia MHCTUHKTHMBHO, U OH He OCYyXJa/l eé 3a >KejlaHUe
3alUTUTHCS. [1po/jo/Kast mor/iaKUBaTh HOTU APUM, OH OITYCTWJI TOJIOBY HIDKe, K
KPOMKe COPOYKU, COBCEM PsIIOM C ZIByMsI OUapOBaTe/IbHbIMU XOJIMHUKaMHU.

Korzma ry6el BemaHa OCTOpPOXKHO JOTPOHY/IMCH [0 COCKa MAEBYIIIKWA, OHa
MMCKHY/Ia, U CUbHee CcKanack. OHa, Mo-TIpe)XHeMY, OCTaBaiach HarpsiKeHHOM,
Kak TeTWBa. He wMmoria paccmabutbcsi, OTIYCTUTh cebsi. Beman crapascs
JleliCTBOBAaTb MSTKO, OCTOPOKHO, XOTSI M UYyBCTBOBaJ/, UTO C KaXkAbIM HOBbIM
MOMEHTOM, C KaK/JOl HOBOW JlaCKOM, ero jkejaHue ycCWIWBaeTcs. Ypecsa
0001710 orHeM. OH cTapasics JjieXXaTb OefipaMy BHH3, UTOOBI 3perdipoBaHHBIM
YJIeHOM He KacaTbcs beziep AeBykv. OHa MOXKeT UCITyTaThCsl CUTTbHEe.

Ceituac ObI Bce yuuTessi, KOTOpbIe B IETCTBE CETOBA/IM Ha €Tr0 BBIJIEPXKKY U
yMeHHe KOHTPOIMPOBaTh Ce0sl, TTIOXBaIUIM ObI ero.

B caMOKOHTpOJIe OH MpeB3011Ié cam cebsl.

Apusi Tipojo/bKajia JiekaTb, He JABurascb. OHa 4yBCTBOBaja, UTO
TIPUKOCHOBEHUSI ~MY)KUMHBI ~ CTAaHOBWIMCh Oosee  OTKpbIThIMU, Oosee
ctpactTHbiMA. OHa »>kfana 00/id, HENpPUATHLIX OIIYI|eHWH, HO...0HHW He
HacTynaid. U yepe3 Kakoe-To BpeMsl, Korna ryobl BegaHa 3axBaTwiu B TUIEH
BTODOM COCOK, OHa C He MaJioh [JoJieM YAUB/IeHUs TIOHSUIa, UTO €ro
TIPUKOCHOBEHUSI He BBI3bIBAIOT B Hell OTBpallleHMUs.

A BeiaH BCé 1ipo0JiKasl U TIPOA0JIKaJ eé 11e/10BaTh. . ..

Ero pyku CABHUHYIM COPOYKY K 00/IaCTU YKHUBOTA, U TIPOXJIaJ[HBIM BO3AYX
KOCHY/cs O6enep. BoT oH, oTBeTCTBeHHBIM MoMeHT! Apus 3akmypuiack. OHa
y>Ke 3HaJla, UTO MPOHUKHOBeHHe Be/laHa He BBI3OBET B Helt 60/u, 1 BCE Xe...

Ho Began u Tyt He crietimi. ETo pyka CKoJib3HY/la BHU3, K €€ M0JIOBbIM
rybam, ¥ MpHHsIaCh PUTMUYHO T/1auTh UX. CHOBa 1 cHoBa. CHOBa 1 cHOBa. Ero
rasiel] CKOJIb3HY/I BHYTDPb, U Apus rioMopiuuiack. Kak BenaH He crapascs, oHa
He BO30y/11/1ach.

OH 3TO MOHWMAJ, ¥ TUXO pPblua OT HeTepIieHUsI U BO30Y»K/eHUsI, PUIIET K
eIMHCTBEHHOMY BepHOMY peliieHH0. OH CMOUW/I masiel] COOCTBeHHOU CTFOHOU U
HEeMHOT0 YBJ/Ia&)KHUJI TJI0Th [|€BYILKH.



BegaH XoTen TIPUKOCHYThCA K Hel rybaMu, MHTMMHO TI0jlacKaTh €€, HO
TOHMMAJ, uTo To/o0Hasi jlacka BbI30BeT Oypro Tmporecta. Y Hero Obiu
NMHOOOBHMIIBI, OTIBLITHBIE >KEHIIIMHBI, KOTOPbIe TIPOTUBU/IMCH TaKOMY POy CeKca.
A TyT Apus...

HexHad. ..

Panumas. ..

Ero...

Ero manbIbl TIPOAO/DKAIN IPOHUKATh BHYTPh IIIOTH, IOArOTaB/IWBas M
pacTsryBasl.

Apusi, HaxofsiCb B HeJJOyMeHHH, Toep3asa befpamu. U cpa3y ke masblibl
BejjaHa 0CTaHOBU/IKC.

— Tebe 60/IbHO? — XPUILJIO MPOIIIENTA/T OH.

— Her.

— HenpuatHo?

Ona nomeguna ¢ otBeToM. U yecTHO ckaszana:

— Her.

Ycnbiiag, uTo ekl He HEMPUSITHO, y Befana TouHo ropa ymnasa c mied. Hu c
yeM HecpaBHUMOe objerueHue 3aTomuio MYKUMHY. OHa He WCIBIThIBaeT
orBpaitieHusi! Ha cerofnsiiHuii Beyep — 3T0 riaBHOe! BeyjaH He coMHeBascs B
cebe, Kak J/T0OOBHUK, OH 3Haj, KaK JOCTABUTh >KEHII[HHE YIO0BOJILCTBUEM, U
noctaesisin. st Hero ObII0 BaXkKHO, YTOOBI MapTHepIia xoTesna ero! A Apuwusi....
[Ipenesiom ero MeuTaHUi CTajl CTOH HAaCAaXK/[eHUsI, COPBABILUMICS C eé TY0.

— §1 xouy Tebs1, Masbiiiika. OueHb. Be3yMHO, — BBIPBA/IOCH Y HETO eIllé OfHO
nipu3HaHue. — §1 ceituac Boiiy B Tebsi... OcTopoxkHo.... Eciu uro-To Oyzer He
TakK, €CJIA Thl TIOUYBCTBYeIIIb XOKeHHe, WK 00/1b. Thl MHe CKaXKelllb?

CsoBa MyKuuHbl yauBuUIM Aputo. OH CHOBa IbITaeTcsi 3a00THTBCS O
HEW. ...

HeoxxugaHHO C/1E3b1 HaBePHY/UCh HA IJa3a, U B TOJIOBE MPOME/bKHY/a
MBIC/Ib O HeCIpaBeJ/IMBOCTU B »KWU3HM...Celuac, 31ech, 1o Bemanom pomkHa
7ieXKaTh JIpyrasi IeByIlIKa, KOTOpasi CMOYKET OTBETUTh €My Ha JIaCKU TaKUMH JKe
CTPACTHBIMU OOBSATHSIMH, a He OHa, XOJIO[JHAsl Jie[bllllKa C WCKOBepPKaHHBIM
TIPOIII/IBIM. . .

— CkKa..Ky...., — yAanocb e BblZlaBUTh u3 cebs. Tombko ObI He
pacriiakatbcst!  Celiuac  cre3bl  MOTYT  OBITb  MCTONKOBaHbI ~ HEBEPHO,
HeTIpaBU/IbHO. APUSi UMEHHO B 3TOT MOMEHT TIOHSI/Ia, UTO TOJIBKO OT e€ /1eliCTBUM
Oymer 3aBuceTh uX Oyaymiee. Eciu oHa Oymer ynpsIMHTBCS, OTTaJKWBaTh
BenaHa, BO3BOJUTH MeXXY HUIMU CTE€HY, UX OTHOIIIEHHUS] OCTAaHYTCSI HaTSHY ThIMHU.
A, CKa)KHTe Ha MWIOCTh, JIOJIT0 COXPAHUTCS XOpOIllee OTHOIIIeHHe MY)XUHHBI K
KEHIIHe, eCc/ii OH OyzleT 3HaTh, UTO He HY)KeH el HU B KaKOM BHU/e?



BeziaH MoATsAHY TeIO U yIiep pyKu 1o obe cTOpoHbI OT ro/ioBbl Apun. Ero
JbIXaHUe ObL/I0 IITYMHBIM, OH CePKUBAJICS U3 MOCTeHUX CHUI.

— {1 BXOXKYy....

Ero Genpa pa3aBuHynu Oefipa /[eBYIIKW, U OHA TOUyBCTBOBaja, Kak ero
TOpsIYMM UjieH JOTPOHYJICS 10 OCHOBaHMA JIoHa. BefaH cHOBa CMOYMII TajbLbl U
TIPOBE/T MU TI0 TI0/I0BbIM rybamM. OH MCKPeHHe Haflesiyicsi, UTO BCKOpe JieByIIKa
cama HauHeT YBJIaXXHSITbCSI WU TT03BOJIUT Oosiee OTKPOBEHHbIE JIACKU.

OH HarpaBuw/1 4jleH BOBHYTPb JIOHA M CTa/l OCTOPOXKHO pacCTArWBaTh ero
creHKU. Tosyok...em@ ToM4oK... BemaH uyyBCTBOBa/i, Kak Ckajachb Apud,
OCTAHOBUWJICS, [a/l el TIpUBBIK K cebe, U Korjla OHA HEMHOTO paccjabusack,
BOLLIEJT II0JTHOCTEIO.

OH B Hel!

B Apuu!

Omymenvss  ObLTM  HeBepoSTHbIMM.  Ero  3axjiecTHysla  BOJIHA
HerepeZiaBaeMoro Boctopra! [leByilika Oblsia OueHb Teryiol u ciazakoit. Camoit
C/1a/IKOH Ha CBeTe....

Bepan nornazun Aputo 10 1eKe 1 3a4a’jl eljé oAuH BOIpOoC:

— ThI Kak?

OTOT BOMNPOC OKaszajcs TociefHen Karied. HepBbl y JeBylIKY chanu
OKOHUaTe/ibHO. [TouemMy OH TPOCTO He MOXeT eé B3ATh? 3aueM BOT 3Ta 3aborta?
3aueM BHOCUTb cMyTy? Cre3bl BCE-TaKW MoOeXanu 10 IrjeKaM, W, Apwus, He
C/lepP>KaBILKMCh, )KaT00HO BCXJIUTTHY/IA.

— Apus! Tel nauvemn?! Tebe 6GombHO?! I'me?! — BocknukHyn BegaH u
3amep, 60siCh TIOIIeBeIUTLCS. B TMpoIiuibiii pa3 oH He ObLT CTO/b aKKYPaTHBIM, U
Cn1é3 He BbI3Basl. CHOBA UyBCTBO BUHBI 3aTOMNU/IO0 MY>XUUHY, CMEHUB BOCTOPT. OH
Gosi/iCst TIOLIeBeTUTLCS, OT1acasiCh IPUUMHUTEL HOBYIO 00JTb.

Apuisi pUTMHAYHO 3aMOTaJsla FOJI0BOM.

— He...60nbHo....

OHa, uTOOBI [JOKa3aTh MPaBAMBOCTb CBOMX CJIOB, Jake roBesa Oexpamu,
UyTh CABHUHYB WX BIepe/], 0TYero My>XKurHa IPOHUK elljé Tayoske.

Y BepnaHa HeBO/JIBHO BbIpBajiCd CTOH. UTO OHa C HUM TBOPMT...UYTO
Jienaer....

— Torga royemMy ThbI I1auelLlsb?. ..

— Tw1 3a60THIIBCS 000 MHE. ...

Began rotoB Obu1 ycibmiaTe uto yrogHo! Ho He 3ty cioBa! YibiOKa,
CYaCT/IUBasi, OTTOr0 HEMHOTIO I/1ynasi, BO3HUK/IA Ha ero JIvLie.

— Apus!....Apus!....EcTecTBeHHO, s Xouy 3a0oTuThcsi 0 Tebe!... Xouy
mobutb Tebs!..., — OH CHOBa Hauana TIOKPhIBaTh €€ /U0 TIOLenysMUd U
roBoputh: — CayBarh C Tebsi mbLTMHKU!....X0uy BUeTh TeOsi cuacT/IuBOM. ... Thl



XOThb HWHOT[A MEHs CJ/IbIIMIIb, AeBOoYKa MeHs? CUIBILUIIL, UYTO S TOBOPHO?
BocripyuHrMaelis MOU €/10Ba BCepbes?

OHa KuBHY/Ia, He B CUJIaX TOBOPUTb.

W vk TOorga OH Havasl JBUTaTbCsl BHYTPU Heé. [IBUratbCs MeZjIeHHO U
OCTOPOXKHO. BefaH HEXHO yJep)KuBasl [EBYIIKY B OOBATHSX, IOCTENIEHHO
HapamyBas Temrl. OH ObLT BO30YXK[€H OYeHb CHUIBHO W 3HA/, UTO KOHUMT
obicTpo. Tomyok....Emé oauH. ..

W B3pbIB.

Benan rpoMKo 3acToHan, Korja ceMs WU3Beprajiocb U3 Hero. Apwus,
YyBCTBYS1, KaK OH KOHUaeT, 3amepsa. U yero oHa 6osinach?

— Apus..., — BBIIOXHY/I My>KUMHA U IPUKOCHYJICS B JIETKOM MOLe/lye K eé
ryoam. — Criacubo Ttebe....

OH Bblllles1 K¥3 HeE U OTKUHY/ICA Ha NoAyLKy. HampsbkeHue, [0Jro
COTIPOBOJXK/AaroLLlee ero, OTIYCTHUIIO.

Apus nexasna psioM, MPUCTYIIMBAsACh K ero MpepbiBUCTOMY [IbIXaHUI0, U
TIpO/io/XKasia rpebbIBaTh B JIeTKOM pacTepPSIHHOCTU. BOT U C/Tyumnsiock TO, OT Yero
oHa Oexkana fonrux cemb JjieT. OHa /0OPOBOMBHO TO3BOMM/IA MY)KUMHE B3SITh
cebs1. U uto?.... He ymepsia. [la u....HUUeTo CTPAIIHOTO He TIPOU30IILIO.

OHa cjenana MOMBITKY CeCTb, KOTZAa TspKesash MYJ)KCKas pyka Jjersia Ha
JKUBOT.

— Jlexxu. {1 cam.

Uro «cam» Apuss He COBCeM I[IOHs/a, HO MOCAYIIHO BepHy/Jachb Ha
noAylKu. A Korja yBuzena BejaHa, Bo3Bpaujarolierocsi U3 CoceiHeld KOMHarThl,
C HeOOJ/BIIION yMbIBAa/IbHOM MUCKOM W TPATIOYKOW HCIIbITaZla HA C ueM He
CpPaBHUMBIH CThI]I.

OH uTO0 — 1OIMbIBaTh €€ cobpasics?!!!

Hy, yx Hert!

— Bepan! — rmporecTyronje BOCK/IMKHYJIA OHAa, KOTrJa MY)KUMHa CeJjl Ha
KpPOBaTh C €€ CTOPOHbI U TTIOCTaBW/I MUCKY Ha MPUKPOBAaTHbIM CTOMUK. — Benan, s
BaM He I103BOJIHO. ..

— He criops. Bcé paBHO czenaro.

Ckasas, Kak oTpesail.

W Apwus, 3aKpbIB JML0 PyKamu, 1mo3Bosimaa. OHa cama MOTOM He CMOJKeT
TIOHATh, [I0YeMy Cpa3y Cjajach, roueMy He Hacrosyia Ha cBoeM. Korzma Bepan
TPUTIOAHST COPOYKY, M BJla)KHasg TPANOYKA KOCHY/IaCh €& TIPOMEXXHOCTH,
JleByLLIKa 3a)KMYpHUJIach.

Uto oHa TBOpPUT....UTO OHA TBOPUT....

OTo0 ke TaK HMHTHUMHO! DT0 Xe.... B Obuible BpemMeHa Apus Aake
KOPMW/IHL[e He T103B0JIsijia Ce0si OMbIBATh, a TYT. ...



BeziaH JieiicTBOBa/I HEXKHO M akKKypaTHO. CMBIB CJieflbl X JTFOOBU, OH OTHEC
MHCKY Ha3afi, OBICTPO BEpHYJICSI B TIOCTe/lb, CKOJb3HY/J TIOf TOKPBIBAJIO,
TIPUTSIHYJI, TI0 TIPe)KHEMY MBUIAIOIIYI0 OT CThiZa, Aputo K cebe, yJIOXKWI Ha
TJIEYO U TIPOIIIETITa/I B BOJIOCHI:

— Bcé, cnm.

Kak HU cTpaHHO, Apusi ycHy/a ObICTPO. 3aKphljia Iia3a U MpoBaIniIach B
TTyOOKUIA COH.

M cHOBa BO3HUK/IO CTPaHHOe, HEINPHWBBIYHOE, HEe3HAKOMOE OIllyIleHHe
YIOTA....4er0-TO POJIHOTO. ..)KeJIJaHHOTO.. ..
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— CHoBa He00 3aBOJIOK/IO, — CKa3asa Apus U 3aZiepHy/ia 3aHaBeCh.

OHa mpouwuia K CTOMYy W 3aHsja CBOE MecTo. l3-3a Hemoroael |
TiepeHeCeHHON JJ0OpOoru OHU C BejaHoM mpocrany Josiblile, YeM I10J1arajaoch, U
TIPOCHYUCH Oivke K 00efy.

BesaH mpochkInascsi HECKOJIBKO pa3, OH TIPUBBIK BCTaBaTh e/jBa JIM He C
BOCXOZIOM COJIHIIA, HO He cerofiHs. OH cMoTpen Ha Oe3msiTe)xXHOe UL0 Apuu,
TIOTPY>KeHHOU B COH, Y He XOTes1 TPeBOXKUTh e€. OHa, KaKk HOUbKO YCHYyJa y Hero
Ha IUleye, TakK M Criasa.

Emy OGosbitiero v He Hajgo 6bu10. UyBCcTBOBATH €€ psijoM. BugeTs eé yuio.
3HaTb, YTO OHA C HUM.

A C ocCrajpHbIM... C €& He#oBepuWeM, €€ (CTpaxoMm, eé He
YyBCTBUTEBHOCTHIO OH CIpaBUTCs. Ha ero cropoHe ObLI0 CUIbHOE UYBCTBO, U
He/lapoM TOBOPUJIU B Hapo/ie, UTO JIt0O0Bb CriocoOHa TBOPUTH uyzeca.

Bot uyzo emy 1 HajJjo ObLIO.

Apuisi, TIPOCHYBIIWCh, CHOBA 3aCTeCHs/IACh W MOCIeLIn/Ia B yMbIBaJbHYHO
KOMHaTy. BemaH pemmsn pgate el BO3MOXKHOCTb YeAUHUTHCS. OTKPOBEHHO
TOBOpSi, OH mMpeArnouen Obl CHOBA TIPOHUKHYTh B HEE U UCIUTh BCIO CIa/IOCTh
JIOHa, HO pelIWI TOBpeMeHUTh [0 Beuepa. He crtour Hacemate M myrarb eé
Yype3MepHOM CTPaCTHOCTBIO.

BCTpeTuuch OHU B TOCTUHOM, TJije ObUT HAKPBIT CTOJI.

— borock, 4TO Heroroza TOMBKO HAauMHaeTcs, — 3aMeTWw1 Beman mexny
[1eJI0M.

— Oymaete, 1oxXab OyzieT UATH Napy JHeM?

HeBecenast y/biOKa KOCHY/IaCh I'y0 MY»KUKHBI.

— B nyuuiem ciyvae, rapy HeZesb.

— Hepfiesib? — yiviB/IeHHO Tlepecrnpocusia Apus.

— a. Y Hac B AppoHuH, Takoe ObiBaeT. He yacTo, pa3 B HeCKOJIBKO JIET, HO
ObiBaeT. CeBepHble BeTphbl TIPUHOCAT OCAAKU. MbI 3TO BpeMsi Ha3biBaeM —
Herorozia Tacybu, AoXu UAYT HeJesIMU, Pe3KO X0J10/jaeT, ObIBaeT, UTO MOPbIBLI
BeTpa BBLIKOPUEBHIBAIOT JiepeBbsi. [locneanuii pa3 TacyOu HaBejbIBajia Hac
yeThIpe roza Hasas.

— To ecTb MHe 110Be3/107 — oLy ThAa Apus.

— MoOJXHO ¥ Tak CKasarhb.

— Ho MBI e BCé paBHO moiieM B MUpPOHHMIO? — 00eCITOKOEHHO CITPOCH/Ia
JleByIlIKa ¥ TTIOCMOTpeJia Ha MY>KUUHY.



Tot ynbIOHYCS.

— Koneuno. [InaHam Hemoroza He momexa. K Tomy ke, Berep elé He
CUJIbHBIN U IPOJIMBHBIX J0XAeH HeT. Tak 4yTo, BCé HOpMaJIbHO.

Apusi KMBHYJ/Ia U TIPUCTYNW/IA K 3aBTPAKY.

— [IpusitHOrO arirerura.

— Criacu0o, u Tebe Toxe.

Beman cHoBa 1obopos »kejaHue 3aKIHOUUTh €€ B OOBSATUS U 1]e/I0BaTh,
1jesioBatrhb.... CTOWIO eMy B3IVIAHYTb Ha ApHIO, KaK OH Cpa3y BCIIOMUHAJ
rporezyo Houb. OH 3HasI, UTO OHA He UCIIbITa/la oprasma, HO He OTYauBaJICs.
Y Hero Bmepeau MHoro Houeil. /la u Herorofa TacyOu Kak Hesb3si KCTaTH.
Bosbiiie BpeMeHu OyyT MPOBOAUTL BMeCTe, Y KaMUHa. A TaM....

K Tomy e, y BegaHa O6bu1 npumaceH Ko3bIpb B PyKaBe, KOTOPBIM Tak ke He
CTOM/I0 cOpackiBaTh CO CUETOB.

— Xouelllb 3HaTh, KaK Ha3Ba/Iv LlleHKa YW/ibl? — CIpoCy/l BeslaH uyTh ro3xe,
KOTZla OHU 3aKaHUMBAJ/IU [MUTh Yai.

— KoneuHo! — BoCK/IMKHY/a Apusi U ¢ HeOO/bIIMM COMHeHHeM fiobaBuia: —
TbI rOBOPWJI, UTO OH BbIOpA MeHs....JTO Ha CaMOM /JieJie Tak?

— ThI He BepULLIb?

— [Touemy....Bepto... A BOPYT OH MiepefymMaer....

Bezan ro-106poMy paccmesisicsi M moCTaBU/I papdOpoByIO yalliky Ha CTOJI.

— Apus, mup/ He miepegymaeT. OH BbIOMpaeT pa3 U Ha BCHO KW3Hb. MX
BbIOOD Z/IUTCS, TIOKA YKUB Ue/IoBeK.

— 41 >)Ke HAUYero He 3HAl0.

— ¥Y3Haemb. Tel, [7IaBHOe, [OBepsii CBOWM oifyijeHusiM. OHU Tebe
pacCKaxKyT OoJibllie, ueM Jr00bIe C/IOBA.

— OwyieHusam?

— Ma. Kak TOMBbKO Thl HauHeIlb 00IaThCsl C MUpZAMHU..., — BemaH caenan
HeOOo/bIITYI0 Tay3y, To[0upasi Hy>KHble C/I0Ba. — TBOW MUD MU3MEHUTCS, U yXKe
HUKOT/]a He CTaHeT MpeXHUM. Thl Ha MHOTME Bell CMOXXelllb B3IVISHYTbh B UHOM
pakypce.

— KaxeTcs, s moHUMaro, 0 ueM Bbl. BHyTpeHHee 3peHue, fa?

— U He TONBKO.

Apus, yXe TIpoXuBasi B Appo, y3Haja, Kak I0sB/s1eTCsl BHyTPeHHee 3peHue
Yy HEKOTOPBIX BBICOKOPO/IHBIX TOCTIO/. Peun 11171a 06 n3MeHunBOCTH T71a3. Korza B
TeMHOTe JIFOU MOIJIU BUJETh C TAKOW ’Ke UeTKOCTBIO, UTO U JHeM. ['oBopuin, HO
OTSATH-TaKW OCHOBBIBAsICh Ha MHU(ax, uTo MOAO0OHBIN Aap AaroT Mupzbl. Kakum
00pa3oM, TOBOPUBIIIME He 3HAJIH.

Temeps, KaxxeTcs, ApUs HaUMHa/Ia J0raibIBaTbCs.

— BbI MHe Tak ¥ He CcKa3aM, KaK Ha3Ba/Iy LjeHKa.



— Kapo.

— Kapo? KpacuBoe uwms.

— MbparumMy OHO TOYKe TIOHPaBUJIOCh.

— Bepan, mHe HemHOro 00s13HO, — TIpU3Hanach Apwusi, W, yYBUJEB, UTO
MY)KUMHA HaXMYPWJCS, TOCIelia o0bsCHUTh: — Bbl roBopuid, 4To o
eIMHCTBEHHas! >KeHII[MHa, KOTOPYIO BIyCTW/IA [Jo/iMHA. [ljis MeHsl 3TO OrpoMHast
yeThb. BApyr g He cripaB/itoCh?

My>KurvHa BCTal U TOJOMIEN K JEBYLIKe, B3sJl €€ 3a PYKU W, TMOTSHYB,
3aCTaBWJ/I BCTaTh.

— Apus.... O ueM ThI AyMaelllb, Masbilika? HeT HUKakux 00si3aTe/bCTB.
910 xu3Hb. OObIUHOE TeueHWe >XKW3HU. Ecivd Thl OOUIILCS MUpJA, U TeX
M3MeHeHUM, UTO KOCHYTCs TeOsi, Mbl TIOKa He Tol/ieM B OMUHY. Mo)KeM TI0XKUTh
3aech. CTO/IBKO, CKOMTBKO Halo OyzieT, uToObI pa3BesTh BCe TBOU COMHEHHUSI.

Apuisi ToKavasa rojioBomu.

— BepaH, u3BuHU. UTO-TO s HUKAK He MOry cobpaTb MbIC/IH...CIUIIKOM
MHOTO U3MeHeHUM. §1, HaBepHOe, He a/larTUPYIOCh HUKAK. Bbl He oOpaiijaliTe Ha
MeHs1 BHUMaHUsl. 1 oueHb Xouy yBUJETE....Kapo.

— Bot u 3ameuaresibHO!

[locunTaB, 4UTO pasroBOp OKOHUYeH, BegaH BCE ke He yaepXajacsa U
riories10Ba Aputo.

XoTes nuillb MPUKOCHYThCSI. HO CTOM/IO TOUYBCTBOBaTh MSITKOCTh €é Ty0,
KaK MUp IepeBepHy/cs. M My)KurHa CTasn Lje/ioBaTb CHOBa W CHOBA, CHauasa
OCTOPO’KHO, TIOTOM 00Jiee B/IaCTHO U CTPACTHO.

Apusi cTosIa C OMYLLEeHHbIMU BAOJIb Tesia pykamMud. OHa To)ke BCE yTpoO
Aiymasa o npouleziiei Houu U o Benane. [1o onbITy MX 3HAKOMCTBA OHa CZiesasna
BBIBOZI, UTO OH — MY’)KUMHA, KOTOPBIM JIFOOUT TIOTCKUe yTexu. M mo3Ttomy
rOTOBU/Ia Ce0si K TOMY, UTO, BO3MOYKHO, OH 3aX0ueT K Hell PUKOCHYThCS U JTHEM.

Hert, B riocTens BOB/IeUb OHa Ce0s He TI03BOJIUT. DTO yrKe OyzeT repebopom.
Ho nipukocHyThcs K cebe. ... I1ycCTb.

Ei1 To)ke HaZi0 K HEMY TIPUBBIKATh.

Ero morjesnyii He BbI3BajJi OOBIYHOTO mMpoTecTa. Apusi MO3BO/siia cebds
1[e/I0BaTh, He 3a)kajnach. Ero ryObl HakpbUTU €€, a sI3bIK TIPOHUK BHYTPb U
TIPUHSIJICSI UTPATh C €8 513bIKOM.

Tak mpoxouIu 1eCSITKA CeKYH/,. ...

Apusi camMa He MoOI7la TOHSATh, KOrJa TOYYBCTBOBa/a JIeTKOe TeI/i0 B
obnactu rpyau. HempuBbiuHoe, Towmsiiiee. To /M KOTAa TNPUOTKpPbUIA POT U
TI03BOJTMJ/Ia BOPBAThCSI BHYTPA...TO /I KOTZA pellinia, uTo T'yObl BefiaHa BoBce He
)KeCTKUe, a MSITKKE U...TPUSATHbIE HAa OLIYTIb ....

— Apus....



— MBI....q X04y Ha BO3[yX, — ['0JIOC ApPUU OTKAa3bIBaJICsd [MOBUHOBATLCS, B
TOJIOBe MBIC/IM TIepernyTaauch, OHa Oblla y>ke He B COCTOSSHUM pa3obparh, rie
Gesnoe, a rze uepHoe.

Bepan, B3I/IsIHYB B I71a3a [JeBYILLKY, ITIOHsJI, YTO OHA B CMATEHUH.

— Bcé xopoiiio? — 06eCroKOeHHO CIIPOCU/ OH, 00pyraB cebsi. [ToxoTivBbIi
camer]! He MoxeT fjep>kKaTh 3MOLIUU 10 KOHTPOJIEM.

— Ma, — BbII0XHY/Ia ApUsi U OTBeJIa B3IVISA/,.

Yro 310 OBIIO Ceituac makoe?

OTa MBIC/Ib He JiaBajia el IMOKOos BCHO A0pory A0 Mwuponuu. [Joxab 1ién
MeJIKUM U OTTOro eifé Oosblile TIPOTUBHBINA. Apusi TIpeArnouia Obl CU/IbHBIM
JIOX/Ib, 3aTO TIOTOM COJIHBIIIKO ObI BbIII0. Ho cyzsi o xMypoMy svily BezaHna u
eié Gosbllle XMypoMy cepomy HeQy, CoHIle WX TopajyeT He ckopo. Hemoroza
Tacybu BcTymvIa B CBOM MpaBa.

OHU CKHMHYIM HeIlpoMOKaemble IUIalljM, JIUIIb KOrZJa BOLUIA B JIOM
Nbparuma.

Tor ux oxupan. Y Hero B HOrax Jjekaja YwWaa, KOTOPYH OH JIEHUBO
TIOIVIa)KKBAJI, @ Ta KOPMHJ/Ia CBOEro JieTeHbIllIa.

He ycniesniv oHU MPOUTH BITyOb KOMHAThI, KaK I[eHOK MHp/la OTOPBAJCs OT
COCKa Marepu, MOJAHS/I MOPZALIKY, NPUHIOXa/Cs, Pe3BO BCKOUW/I Ha HOTU U
Opocuicsi HaBcTpeuy Apuu.

HeByiika 3amepra. A Korja 11leHOK rof0ekas, 3a0aBHO YTKHY/ICS MOKDbIM
HOCOM el B IIIMKOJIOTKM, OMYCTU/IACh Ha KOJIEHW U OCTOPO’KHO TOIVIaZiila ero Io
CIIMHKe.

— Ilpuser....

Kapo mozHs/1 MOpJallKy M, BHUMATe/JbHO [IOCMOTPEB Ha ApPWIO, BUJILHYII
xBOCTUKOM. OHa cpa3y obpaTusia BHUMaHUe, UTO CMOTPeTh OH CTapasiCs B I71a3a,
He TPOCTO Ha YesiIoBeKa, a KOHKPeTHO B I71a3a, TOYHO MbITasiCh YCTAHOBUThL €My
OJHOMY Be/IOMbIi KOHTAKT.

Wbparum To)Ke TMOAHSJICS Ha HOTM U HaripaBuics K Benany. OHU, Kak U B
TIPOIIIBIN pa3 KPernko OOHSIUCH.

— Cnbiian, 6par, Thl pelini BepPHYThCS CroJla Ha/I0/ITo?

— Ecnu Boru no3BosisT, To 060CHYHOCh OCHOBATe/bHO.

Mb6parvum KUBHYI.

— ITopa nipuiiiia MeHsl 3aMeHsTb, OpaT MOiA.

BefaH ToTyaCc HaxXMypWICA W TIPUIIYIIIEHHO CIOPOCW/, TakK, 4TOObI He
TIpYBJIeKaTb BHUMaHUe [IeBYyIIKU K UX Pa3roBOpy:

— Thi 0 yem TakoM roBopuiiib, M6parum?

— Thl mpuiésn, MHe ropa yXOA4uTb, — 3araZjlouHO OTO3Ba/ICsI MY)KUMHA, W,
CouTs, UYTO Tema uCyepriaHa, T[IOBEpPHYJCd B Ty CTOpPOHY, rae Apusd



yCTaHaBJ/IMBasla MepBblli KOHTAKT C MaJleHbKUM MUDZOM.

TOT BOBCIO JIaCKasICsl, BUJ/ISII XBOCTMKOM M ThIKasiCb MOPJOYKOW Terepb B
DYKy [IeBYILIIKA. YWia BHUMaTe/lbHO HaO/irofiaia 3a CBOUM JleTeHbIIeM, U JIUIIb
KOT7Zia B IOMe MOsIBWIachk bapza, nprBeT/ivBO 3asasiia.

Mupzbl BCTaau HanpoOTUB APYT ApPyra, IIOTOM pa3BepPHYJIMChb U BBILLIUA U3
noMa. WM  TpeGoBasoch TIOOBITH 6e3 TIOCTOPOHHETO  Ye/IOBeueCKOro
TIPUCYTCTBUSI.

— Kak tebe Kapo? — nmouHTepecoBasncsi BefaH, oryckasch psiioM ¢ Apuei
Ha KOPTOUKH.

— 3abaBHbIl. VI MHe Ka)KeTCsl, WX OH Ha CaMOM /jiefie BBIIVIIAUT KpyITHee
CBO€ro Bo3pacra?

— Tel cpaBHUBaelb ¢ 0ObIUHBIMU coOakamu, Apus, a 3T0 ommbka. Mbl
TOKe 0CTaBUM Bac.

HeoxxuzpanHo Apusi TTIOUyBCTBOBa/Ia CU/IbHOE BOJIHEHUE U BBITIPSIMUIIACH BO
BeCh POCT. OHa rocrapasnach BCTPETUTHCA B3IVIAA0M C BegaHoM, TOUHO HMCKana B
HeM IO/ /IePIKKY.

— 3auem?

— Apus, He Ooiics u He BosHYycs. [ToBepb, Kapo Tebe He MpUUKMHUT Bpejia.
OH e MaZleHbKWH Y Hac.

BezaH ynbiOHY/CS, U y/ibIOKa y HEro TOMy4Yr/iach Majbuuilieubeit, 3a10pHOM
U OJHOBDEMEHHO OueHb J00pol. Apusi HEBOJLHO CpaBHWIA €ro C TeM
3aHOCUMBbBIM MY>XUMHOM, KOTOPOTO OHA OJHaK/bl TTOBCTpeyasa y peku. CKOJIbKO
BO/IbI C T€X MOp yTeKJIO. ...

— 3Hato, UTO MaJieHbKUM, — B OTBET Y/IbIOHY/Iach /IeBYIIIKAa U CHOBA TpUCeia.
Y, npaBpa, yero oHa ucryraaach?

Kapo, oxuasi, Korja oHa CHOBa 0OpaTUT Ha Hero BHUMaHWe, pa3Jiercs Ha
1osy, 3abaBHO BBITSIHYB Jallbl M TIOJHSIB MOPZIOUKY K Bepxy. Celuac MOXKHO
ObUIO TMOHSITh, YTO OKpac y Hero OyaeT cepbiii. DTaKWil OTPOMHBIN KDPbLIAThIN
BOJIK TIOJTYYUTCH.

Eé mupp,.

OT oCO3HaHUsI TOTO, YTO TeTepb psAAOM C Hel Oy/eT HaXOAUTbCS MUPH,
KPOBb yJapuia B rosoBy. Kro 6bl Mor mogymaTth! Y Heé B /eTCTBe, Kpome

Apus crblllaja, Kak 3a My>KUMHaMH OCTOPOKHO 3aKpbliach ABepb. Temepb
B OTPOMHOM 3aJjle OHU OCTa/IMCh BABOEM.

— Kakoi1 X Tbl XOpOLLEeHbKHW, — He yJiep)Kanacb Apus OT CHOCIOKaHbs. OHa
TIPOTsIHYy/1a 00e PYKH, U IIeHOK JIOBKO TPBITHY/ K Hel.

N BCé....

Mup pyxHy/. A feByllka MeJJjIeHHO CTajla 0ce/jaTb Ha I1071.



— Te1 AyMaeliib, Mbl IPAaBU/IBHO Cjle/ia/id, YTO OCTAaBWIU UX BABOEM? — KakK
TOJTbKO MY>KUMHBI OKa3a/JMCh Ha Y/uIle, MO 3allluTOi HeOO/bIIoN BepaH/bI,
ynbiOka BemaHa cmeHunace OecriokoiicTBOM. — TpaHcdopMaids MoOXeT
OKa3aThbCsi Oone3HeHHON. Apust pu3rMUueCKU HeKperKasi JeBylIlKa.

— BOT 1 OKperHeT, — He COBCEM MSATKO OTBeTH/I Vbparum u BHUMAaTe/IbHO
rocMoTpes Ha cobeceHrKa. — ThI )Ke X0uelllb, YTOObI OHa M3/IeUn/Iach U poJuIa
TeOe peOeHKa?

— a, — yauBneHHO NpoTsaHya BegaH. — OTKyza Tel 3Haelllb. ...

— §1 aypel cuutbiBaro. bonesnu. YBuzen, uro oHa OecriiofiHa. 3Haelllb, Y
MeHSs1 BO3HUK/Ia WHTepecHast Teopusi. Celiuac 1ofiesitoch ¢ ToO0M, TOMBKO CHavasia
OTBEeTh MHe Ha O/IUH BOIIPOC.

— Kakou? CnpaimBai.

— Korza y3Han o eé Gecriofvu, TBOs iepBasi MbIC/Tb O UeM Oblia?

Beznan oTBeTH/1, He KOeOsCh.

— YTO OT MeHsI CMOKeT POJUTb.

— Wl HY TeHU COMHeHUSI?

— Het. 3Han, uTo Mup/ibl U MUPOHMSI TTIOMOT'YT, Uy/]0 COBePIIIaT.

MGparum 0BOMBHO YABIOHY/ICS.

— Bor Buguiib....fI Tak ke He cOMHeBaroCh U B Tebe. Thl Oyjelr MoUM
TIPUEMHUKOM, a >KeHII[MHA, KOTOPYIO Thl K HAM TIPUBEJI, TIOMOXKeT Tebe B 3ToM. U
CbIHA POJIUT.

Bepnan B3poruyn. IHorga eMy HauMHAIIO Ka3aTbcs, uTo M6parum obazaer
CBEPXbECTeCTBEHHBIMU CITOCOOHOCTAMU, MOXKET BHZETh Oyayiijee. OH TOBOPHII C
yBepPEeHHOCTbI0, COMHEBaThCsl B KOTOPOM He MOTJIO TIPUNTH B T'OJIOBY.

BoT u ceiiuac, OH, MOXXHO CKa3aTh, CHUMaja C cebsi oOsi3aTe/nbCTBa TIO
TIPMCMOTPY 3a MUP/IaMU U riepe/iaBas ux Beany.

— Korza Tbl xouellib yHUTH?

— Kak Tonbko 3akoHunTCs TacyOou. MHe ropa ABUraThbCs Janblile, — CKasasl
MGparum 1 MoBepHY/I TOJIOBY B CTOPOHY TIPEJITOPhsi, U B €r0 B3IJIsi/ie MeJIbKHY/Ia
TOCKa. — Bpems mipunio. §1 paf, 4to Tl CMOT BepHYThCs. U emié B Gombiieit
CTeNieHW pajl, uTo y Tebsa OymeT IIOMHOLIEHHAs CeMbsi. MUPOHHUH HY>KHA
KeHII[MHa.

Ecmu 661 I6parum 3Has, Kak BeflaHy Hy»k/la o >KeHII[HHa. . ..




Apus Me[/ieHHO Tipuxofusa B cebsi. OHa uyBCTBOBaJjia, UTO JIEXKUT Ha IOy,
HO el He ObI0O xonogHo. OTyero oOHa MoOIJIAa yMacTb B 0OMOpPOK?
ITepeyTomunacs? YTo-TO Cchesia He TO? HUKAaKUX CUMIITOMOB IepeyTOM/IeHUs He
obu10. [1paBaa, 11a3a pe3aso, ¥ OTKPbIBaTh UX ObLIO TPYAHO.

3aXMYpUBIIINCh, OHAa pa3/ieliuia BeKM U TIOMOPIIWIACh, T7a3am ObLIo
nuckomdopTtHo. Het, oHa BCé-Taku oTpaBWIach. Apusi 0fJHO BpeMsi 001ijanach €
TpPaBHUILIEH, U Ta COOOIWIA, UTO TPHU OTpPaBIeHUU MOTYT TOCTpaZaTh I/ia3a,
ObUIM fa)ke Takue s/bl, CoJep)Kalllhuecss B HEKOTOPBIX srofaxX, KOTOpbie
BbI3bIBa/IM KIMEHHO CJIETIOTY.

Hey»xenu nibiTanvich oTpaBuTh BegaHa®....

YTo-TO HempusiTHOe KOMbHY/M0 B obsmactu rpyaud. CMepTH OHa emy He
)enana! Hert, Het! IlycTh XuBeT u....

OHa He ycnena pgoaymarb, Kak crasa nogHumarecsa! Hamo Bepgana
nipeayrnpeauTb 06 orpapieHun! Bo3MOXKHO, OHU eIlé CMOTYT TMPUHSTh Mephl U
CITacTUCh!

JIviiib KorjJla OHA CTaja BCTaBaTh, 3aMeTHJ/Ia, UTO Ha eé >KUBOT 3abpascs
MUP/, Y JIEXKUT C 3aKPbITbIMU [71a3KaMU, JipeMJieT.

— Kapo! Ilpoctu, He ceituac! [Totom nourpaem....

Apus aKKypaTHO B3s/1a LlleHKa B PYKU U T0JI0KWIa Ha ToJ1. TOT pacnaxHyil
r7la3a M CHOBAa BHHMATe/bHO IOCMOTpe/] Ha JeByLIKy. VI Ha MrHoBeHuWe eu
10Ka3aj0Ch, YTO B €ro IVla3ax OHa yBHJesa CBOE oTpakeHwe. EV mpuiuiocs
MOTHYTb I'0JIOBOM, TIPOrOHSIS1 HaBakAeHUe. C Hel TIPOUCXOUT UTO-TO CTPAHHOe.

— MHue Hazio HaiiTu BesmaHa, — oHa cama He 3Hasa, 3aueM cooOiana o
nevictBusix mupgy. I1IpocTo it Heé 3T0 ObLIO eCTeCTBEHHBIM.

Kapo CK/10HW/I ro/10BY, TOYHO KUBas.

Apus nogHsiiack Ha Horu. C HeW, ompefiesieHHO, YTO-TO He Tak. OHa
YyBCTBOBa/sia C1ab0OCTh B HOraX, eil /la)ke MPUIIVIOCH TOAEpPXKaTbCs 3a CTOJ,
cTosAlvi psagoM. Korga oHa rouyBCTBOBasa, UTO HOTU TepecTaiy [IpoKaThb, TO
Tocrenmsia K BbIxoay B nouckax BejaHa.

My KurHbI TIO-TIPE)KHEMY CTOSI/TU Ha BepaH/le U MPUIIyIleHHO OeceioBasiu.

— Bepan! — ¢ TpeBorou B ronoce BOCKJIMKHY/IA ApUsi U MOPBIBUCTO IIarHysa
K HEMY.

Tot cpa3y ke mobsiefiHe1 U OPOCUIICS K Hell:

— Apus, UTO C/Iy4YUI0Ch?!

— Hac orpaBunu..., — mipoiienTtana oHa, ¥ ¢ o0yierueHreM MOUYyBCTBOBAIA,
KaK HaJie)kKHble DYKU 3aK/IodaloT eé B 00bsTUs. VcriyraHHasi, oHa Jaxke He
TIOHs/IA, YTO YCIIOKOW/Iach, CTOM/IO BejlaHy oKa3arbCs psiZjoM.

— YTO ThI TaKOE FOBOPULLIL?

— Msue moxo.... Tomnur...'onoBa kpyxurcs...I 1 B oOMOpoK yrmana, a



Korjla MPOCHY/ach, TO €/iBa T/a3a pasjenusia, 00T oueHb...ITO OTpaBJ/ieHUe,
Benan! Ham Hago, Kak MOXHO CKOpee TIOMNAacTb..., — Apusi He [OroBOPUIIA,
MOTOMY UTO 3ameTwsla, 4to Began ynbibaetcs. Bmecto Toro, 4tobbl
00eCITOKOUTbCS ¥ HavaTh TIpeNPUHUMATh MePhI, OH y/IbIOasics.

Apusi moCMOTpera 3a ero CiuHy, U yBUjena, uto u Mbparum Toxke CMOTPUT
Ha Heé C y/IbIOKOH.

— YT0...TIPOMCXOAUT? — OCBE/JOMUJIACh OHA, U Cjleflasia TOTbITKY BbIOpAThCs
13 00bsiTull BefaHa, HO y Toro ObLIM MHBbIE TUIaHBI Ha cell cueT. OH CITyCTHI
PYKY UyThb HIKe, Ha TaJ/IUI0 eBYLLKU.

— Het npuuun /151 6ecriokoiicTBa, Apus.

— Kak 310 HeT?! — BO3MyTH/1aCh OHA.

— OTO POUCXOAUT TBOSI TpaHC(hOpMaIusl.

— Tpanco...uro? — fgeBylIKa HaxMypuaacb. OHa BIepBble C/IbIIana 3TO
CJIOBO.

— Bepman, Tebe cnemyer 0OOBSICHUTL ApHUM, UTO K ueMy, uTOObI OHa B
JanbHelIlleM He TMyragach 3a cebs....d 3a Tebs, — B pa3roBOp BMeIIaJICs
N6parum.

Apusi He Mor/ia He 0OpaTUTh BHUMaHWe, UTO MY>KUMHA CZiesiajl akI[eHT: OHa
Gecriokounack 1 0 Besane. [lepBeiM eé ropeiBoM Ob110 Bo3pakeHue. Ha 3Tom He
cTouno fenath akieHT! OHa Gecriokounaach 0 HeM, Kak 00eCcrokomiack Obl U 0
mobom pyrom uesnioBeke! B 3ToM HeT HUUero crpaHHoro. Wnwu....

Wnu eé cep/ilie UCITyTaHHO CXKas0Ch, KOT/a 3710 BOOOpakeHre HApUCOBAJIO
KapTUHY ymuparolero Begana?

- ApI/IH, A AyMdJl, Tbl AOrafde€lmbCd, — MEXAY TeM CKd3d/l MY>X4YHHA,
OTPbIBAA eé or CTPAHHBIX CITYyTAdHHBIX MBICJIEH. — I/IBBI/IHI/I, UTO 3d4CTaBUJI MEHA
Pa3BOJ/IHOBATLCA.

— O6bsicHUTe, uTo TIporcxoauT. [ToxkamyicTa.

— Oto Kapo. OH ycTaHaBIMBaeT KOHTAKT C TOOOM. [TbITaeTcst mpuBsizaTh Bac
APYT K IpyTYy.

— [1puBsi3aTh? — HEZJOYMEHHO YTOUYHM/IA [AE€BYIIIKA, HAXMYPUBIIUCh.

— Ma. Tbl, BO3MO)KHO, 3aMeTH/a, KaK MbI o01rjaemcsi ¢ bapzoii. [ToHumaem
apyr apyra 6e3 cyioB. Mupabl CcriocoOHBI UMTATh MBIC/M CBSI3aHHOTO C HUMH
yesioBeKa. A elljé OHU OTAAAYT Tebe CBOM CIOCOOHOCTH BHYTPEHHETO 3peHws,
CrIoCcOOHOCTH BU/IETh B TEMHOTE.

— To eCTb..., — Hauasa J|eByllKa, HO 3amMoJIJasjia, He JJOTOBOPUB U TlepeBO/s
HarpsbKeHHBIN B3IIs1]] C OAHOTO MY>KUWHBI Ha PYToro.

Y Heé Ha caMOM Jiejie TIOpPOM BO3HMKA/O UyBCTBO, UTO MMP/bI CIIOCOOHBI
o0I11aThCs C UesloBeKOM. [, 3HauMT, OHa He oIIrM0/Iach, Korza pemmia, uto Kapo
CO3HATeJIbHO 3arisifiblBaeT el B [Via3a, TOYHO MbITasiCh 3ar/isiHyTh B AYIILY,



TIOHSITh, UYTO OHA J[yMaeT U UCITbITHIBAET.

— A 0OMOpOK?....

— Tel craba ¢usnuecku, — BeaHy He MOHPABUIOCh, UTO ApHS TIOTepsijia
co3nanue. Bo3MoxKHO, eli ObUIO paHO ellé 3HAaKOMUTHLCS ¢ Kapo, Hamo ObLIo
CHaJajia OKPEeIHYyTb. PYKOBOZCTBYSICh COOCTBEHHBIM 3TOHM3MOM B CTPEMJIEHUH,
KaKk MOXHO ObICTpee IOmMacTh B MMPOHHIO, OH He ydes, UTO B IOC/TeAHUE
MeCSIbl B )KU3HU APHUU TIPOUCXOJWIN CUTbHBIE TICUXOJIOTUUeCKHe TTOTPSICeHus],
Y eCJTU BCIIOMHUTB, TO ¥ TIPOCTYZIOHN OHa repeboJiesia To)Ke He Tak YK U JJaBHO. A
Ha y/TUIle HEeroro/ja, MOTJIM BO3HUKHYTb 0C/I0)KHeHHs1. [Ipok/isiThe!

— 1 ucnyranach, — HETPOMKO TIpM3Hanachk Apusi, Tak, uToObl €€ coBa
CJiblluast uiib BepaH.

Y Hero ke B /yllle YTO-TO JPOTHY/IO, KOTZla OH OCO3Ha/l, uTo Apus
noBepuiach emy. HepermutensHo, poOKo, HO I0BepU/iach!

— S psagom, s ¢ To6oi. Tel B MUpPOHMH, KOTOpasi CKOPO CTaHET TBOUM
JIOMOM W TYT HUKTO, HM OJWH Ue/IOBeK, HU OJWH 3Bepb He oOuAuUT Tebst! — C
»KapoM otBeTwu1 BepaH.

Mbparum, 3amMeTuB, UTO MOJIOZble  JIIOAW  TIOHM3WIM  T0JIOCA,
V/IOBJIETBOPEHHO KMBHYJI CaM ce0e, ¥ BhIIe/I, HUKEM He 3aMeUeHHbIH.

Apus TIpUKYyCUJIa HWKHIOI T'y0y u 1o6aBua:

— MHe 1nioKa TpyaHo...

— CKOpO TNPUBBIKHEIIIb.

— OmyiieHvs crpaHHble, — Apus MOMOpILIWIACh U roMoprana. — Takoe
OIIYITIeHHe, UTO Y MeHsI JIOITHYJIA COCY/IbI B T/1a3ax...

— OHU MEHSIIOTCS, MaJIbIIlIKa, COIJIaceéH, HeEMHOTO OOJBHO, TOTEPNU Tapy
[THel, 3aT0 ITOTOM MUP /IJisi TeOsI 3aurpaeT HOBBIMU KPaCKaMH.

Bezany He Bepu/IOCh, UTO ApuUs TPO/IO/DKAET OTKPHIBATLCS eMy. 3a BpeMs
WX 3HAaKOMCTBa €My TIOCTOSIHHO HaCTOWYMBOCTBIO TIPUXOZWIOCH OOWUBAThCS OT
Heé KPYNHMHOK Tpu3HaHUs. UyBCTBa, TEepeXXWBAaHUS W SMOI[MM OHA TIpsTaja
ry60Ko BHYTpHU ce0sl.

— A emé....BenaH, korja s npuiiia B cedst, Kapo siexkan y MeHsi Ha )KUBOTe.
pemar.

Onu oba nmogymanu o6 offHOM U TOM >kKe. BeaH HM pa3y He BUjIe/, UTOOBI
MUp/, 3a0Upasics Ha KoJieH! K uesioBeKy, TeM bosiee, Ha KUBOT.

— Tebe Gosbllle BpeMeHHW Ha/l0 TIPOBOAUTL C HUM, U BCKOpPEe ThI HauHeIb
TIOHUMaTh ero JeUCTBUS, U OHU O0JIbIIIe He OyAyT BBI3bIBATh Y TeOSI CTPaxXoB.
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[eByllika He 3amMeTw1a, Kak HacTynuia Beyep. CrtemHesno paHo. [lo-
TpeXkHeMy MOPOCHJ/I MeJIKMM [JOXK[b, HO 3aMeTHO moxosnogano. OHa npukasasa
paxkeub KaMUH B 3ajie. I X0Ts B 0coOHsiKe ObII0 Terio, eé Oria MesKasi APOXKb.

Benan 3agepxuBasicsi B Muponuu. OH mpoBoAu/a eé 10 [JOMa, a CcaM
BEepHYJICA. A elllé NOCOBeTOBa/l el He IyrarbCs CBOero OTPaKeHWsl B 3epKasie.
EcTecTBeHHO, TOC/Ie TaKUX CI0B Apwusi, BOWs B ZoM, TloOexxana K 3epkany. U
axHy/a.

Y Heé nosonamucek rasa. Tak, mo KpalHel mepe, el rokKasanock. [lotomy
YTO IV1a3a CTa/Iu KPOBaBbIMHU.

Apusi, IIIOKUPOBaHHasl, 3a)kajia POT PYKOM, uToObl He 3akpuuatb. Eciu Ob
He mpeayripexxaeHre BeymaHa, oHa 3abuiack Obl B UCTepuKe. 3HAUUT, Tak C Hel
TIPOUCXO/IUT 3arajouHasi TpaHCcopMaLusi. . ..

HeByiika obparuia BHUMaHue, uTo el cTasio 60/IbHO CMOTPeTh Ha TOpsIIe
ceeud. OHa >XMypujach M TIIOCTOSHHO Mopraja [iasamMu. A ewé xzana
BO3BpalleHus Begana.

Crny>kaHKa B OuepeJJHOM pas3 3allljia B 3aiy.

— l'ocrioxka Apusi, Ha CTOJI eLljé He HAaKpPbIBaTh?

Apusi obpaTtvsia BHUMaHUS, UTO JIeByIlIKA He CMOTPUT Ha He&, OTBOAUT
B3riAA. CrpaHHO. XOTd, yero TyT cTpaHHoro? Eé BujJ C NOKpacHeBLIWMH
I71a3aMU MOJKeT Haryrarb KOro yrogHo.

— §1 pacriopsiKych, KOrja IojaBaTh y)KUH, — OTBeTU/I1a Apus. — CKaXKu, Kak
TeOsI 30ByT?

— JKacmuH.

— Kpacusoe ums. Tl pogom ¢ AppoHun?

HeByiika 6pocusia Ha Heé ObICTPBIN B3IVISI/ U3 OMYIIIeHHbIX PeCHMUII.

— Her. {1 ¢ BocTouHoro nobepexsas.

— §1 Tak u pemmmsa. Y Tebsi oueHb KpacrBasi BHEIITHOCTb, s ObI Jjake CKasaiia,
9K30TUYECKasl.

KacmuH Bbiiensiiack cpeau  obcnyru. HeBbIcOKasi, MpPUOAM3UTENBHO
ofiHOTO pocTa C Apuel, oHa Oblla UyThb TOJHOBATOM, CO CMYIJVIOM KOXKeM,
JJIMHHBIMU YepPHBIMU BOJIOCAMU Y PACKOCBIMU I/1a3aMHU.

— Cnacubo, rocrioxa, — fieByIiika rpucesia B KHUKCeHe.

— ThbI 3aMy>keM? — IIpoZio/Kasa pacCripalivBaTh eé Apus.

YcnbiiaB 3TOT BOTIPOC, /ieByIiTKa mobsieHera:

— §1 BOBa, rocrioxka. Y MeHsl eCThb CbIH, IISATU JieT 0T poay. Munopz Benax



paspeLnsI U ero rpuBesTy CroZa.

— Hapetoch, Mbl ¢ HUM T103HAKOMUMCS B O/vbKatiiiiee Bpemsi.

HeByiika oT4ero-To no6sieziHesa eiié CujibHee U CHOBA Cjleflajia KHUKCEH.

— Paspervire nary, rocrioxa?

— [la, KoHeuHo.

Korga KacMuH BbIlIa U3 3aiibl, Apys Mojgymasa, YTo [eByllKa Muiasi, HO
HeMHOro 3aimiyraHHas. OHa c/ibliiana, uTo Ha BocTrouHoM mobGepexxkbe Iapu
)KecTouauimii marpuapxar. JKeHiHa Oblia efiBa Jid He COOCTBEHHOCThIO MYKa.
Ecnu 37eck, Ha 3ama/IHbIX IPaHUIaX, JKeHIlMHA UMesia OueHb Majio CBOOOAbI U
BbiOOpa, Apuu ObUIO CAOXKHO TIPeACTaBUTh, B Kakoh Kabasie >KeHIIUHBI
HaxowiMch Ha Boctoke. T'oBopwid, uTO OHU efjBa Jiu ObLIM He paOBIHAMU
Myxxel. Te fnaxe Mmey IpaBo Ka3HUTh U MUJIOBATh.

Apuro mnepeznépHyno. MHorza oHa 3ajymbiBajiachb Haj TeMm, uTo boru
HeclpaBe/JIiBbl, HaJle/IMB MY)XUMH (PU3NUYECKOW CU/IOW, a >KeHIUH OCTaBUB
c1abeiMu U Ge33aiuTHeIMUA. TyT oHa BcroMHuIa JIuro. BOT y»K KOrO C/I0)KHO
Ha3BaTh Oe33aluTHOM!

WnTepecHo, ero BemnuectBo CTOK/I BepHeT m00uMyr0? COryiacUTCs OHa C
HUM IOCTOSIHHO KUTb B cTO/ULe? Kak-HUKaK, y HUX CbIH.

Crouno Apum mnogymath o pebenke Jluum u Crokia, KaKk B TOJOBe
TIpOMeJIbKHYJIa COBEPIIeHHO Cymacllle/iias, HeBeposiTHas MbICiab! Mupj nexarn
y Heé Ha )XUBOTeE. ...CorpeBasl II0Th....A UTO eCJ/Iy....

Het, 310 c/mMiikom HeBeposATHO Jaxke A/ MupfoB! Ho Ttorpga otkyga y
BesiaHa yBepeHHOCTb, UTO OHa CMOXKET OT Hero 3abepeMeHeTh? OH ObLT TpaB B
ofiHOM — 0OMaHbIBaTh eé eMy He ObIJI0 pe3oHa!

ITepori [pgomou BepHynack bapga. ['poMko 3anasiia, OMOBeCTUB O
BO3BpallleHuu. Apus obpaTusia BHUMaHue, uTo B Appo bapzia mpakTuyecku He
nasifia, a B IoNIHe Bejia ce0si BObroTHEE.

Omna 6b11a JoMa.

Bepan Bbimvisien nojgycraBiiuM. TeMHble Kpyry IPOJIeIVId M0J [Vla3aMu, U
OH ITOCTOSIHHO XMypwics. 1Toka oHU yXuHanu, Apvs Mosuasna, HO I0oCje TOoro,
Kak OH TIpeJJIOKUI TiepeOpaTbCsi B TOCTUHYI, T0O/MKe K KaMUHY,
MOOOMBITCTBO — WK OECTIOKOMCTBO? — B35JI0 BBEPX, M OHA CIIPOCHU/IA:

— UTO-TO C/IyUUsioCh?

— Tbl 0 ueMm, Apus? — BejaH CTOA/1 y OKHa, NPUCIYLIUBAICA K
TIOCTYKUBAHUIO J0XK/SA U BCMaTpyBasICs B HOYb.

— Bbl...BepHy/IMCh 033/jJaueHHbIM, MOTYa/IUBbIM.

Apusi CTos/Ia OKOJIO KaMUHa, rpesack. Celuac OHa mMep3/ia He TakK CUJIBHO,
Kak T10 MPUX0Jy B 0COOHSIK, HO, TIO-TIPe)KHEMY, UCTIbIThIBa/Ia AUCKOM(OPT.

— Mbparum nokugaeT MUPOHUIO, — TAKOHUYHO OTBETU/T MY>KUMHA.



3a BpeMsi UX HeJONroro OOIleHUsI U Pa3rOBOPOB, KAUarOIIUXCS [OJIUHBI,
Apus moHsina, yro MOparuM urpaeT Ba)KHYH0 DOJib B JKU3HW MUD/IOB, OH
TIpUCMaTpUBaeT 3a HUMH, 00yuaeT, oOMoraeT MOSIBUThCS 3a CBeT.

— A pasBe MupOHUS He ero POAHOU A0M? Y MeHsl CJI0KU/IOCh BIleyaT/ieHue,
YTO HUKTO JIyullle ero He 3HaeT MUP/IOB.

BepnaH, npofjo/kas CTOSITh K JleByLLKe CITIMHOW, CKa3aJl:

— Tak u ectb. A Temepb OH yxoauT. CuWTaeT, UTO eMy HeoOXOAUMO
ABUTAThHCS Aasnbiie. Kysa iMeHHO — He COOOIIuII.

My>KurHa roBOpHW/I YPbIBKaMHU, JIAKOHUUHO, Cyx0. VI Apust noHsa, uto JJ1st
Hero TeMa yxozsa M6paruma 6Gose3HenHa. OHa clienuiaa pyku mepes coboit u
CKaJsia ux.

— Begian, MOXXeT ObITb....110 6oKay BUHA? Bbl BUHA BBITIbETE, a 51 TOPSIUEro
1I0KOJI1a/1a.

Beznan 06epHysIcs U, yCMEXHYBIIIUCh, OTBETHI:

— Y T1ebs1 HepaBHOLIEHHOe TMpeyiokeHue, Apus. MHe — BuHO, Tebe —
LI0KOJIaJ. ..

— 51 3a KOMITaHHIO TIOCHXKY C Bamu, Tiepefi KaMuHoM. §1 He 0co00 060
BHHO, WHOT/Ia TI03BOJISIEO cebe, a Tak...

OHa BCIIOMHHW/IA, KaK MOC/Ae 3HAaKOMCTBA C HUM BbIMWIA Lyl OyTbUlb
BUHA, U noé&xunack. HermpaBuibHO 3T0. [ToBTOpPSTHL MOA0O6HOE OHa Oosibllie He
cobupanachk.

BenaH, npozpo/pkasi BCMaTpUBaTbCs B JIMLO JEBYLLIKH, CJe/lal HeCKOJIbKO
11ar0OB B e€ Harpas/eHUH.

— Apusi, CKa)Ky, YTO ThI He TOLIYTH/Ia, — XPUILIO [TOMPOCKUJI OH.

— ITo noBoAy uero? — He TOHs/IA OHA.

— BMmecre npoBecTu Beyep.

OH 3amep B O)KHMJaHUU OTBeTa.

— Het, He nomytuna, — Apusi He noHUMana yavsieHus Benana. OHa ke
HUYEro CBepXbeCTeCTBEHHOr0 He MpeJIoKUIA. . ..

Vv nipepnoxuina?

— Apwus....mManbllIKa..., — JHALO MYXUUHBI pas3riaZuioCh, MpPOMaau
MOpIIMHBI Ha 70y, B3I/IsSI CMSTUYW/ICS, TioTeryies. — $ He cryrHy Tebs, eciu
CKa)Ky, UTO OYeHb paji, UTO Thl IOIUIA HAa KOHTaKT! Thl BIiepBble MpeIoKU/Ia
TIpoBeCTH BpeMsi BMecTe! PaHbilie Thl Oe)kasia OT MeHs1, TOUHO OT HEUUCTOro!

IIlek ApuM KOCHY/ICA pyMsiHeL, W OHa IIOCTapajach KakK MOXKHO
Ge33ab0THee TOXKaTh IJIeUaMHu.

— §1 ycrana BoeBaTh C BaMu, BeziaH. Y6eratb OT BacC, MPOTUBUTLCS BalllM
XenaHusiM.... C moell CTOpOHBI ObLIO ObI TAYTIO W Jajblile TIPUIeP>KUBAThCS
5TOW JIMHUM TOBefleHusi. Mbl Terepb KUBEM..., — OHa 3arHy/jacb, — ...BMeCTe.



Hapetoch, uto ckopo si 3abepemeHero, u.....5 He mobm0 ccoputhesi. I mHe
OYeHb XOTe/I0Ch Obl Ha/laZIMTh C BaMU OTHOIIIEHMUS.

[Ipu3Hanack ¥ MOYYBCTBOBa/Ia, KaK Ha Aylle cTasno Jjerye. OHa IbITanach
TIPUCTIOCOOUTHCST K HOBOM KU3HU, MbITasach CTaTh UyTOUKY CUACT/IMBee, UeM B
TIPOLLJIOM.

Y BefaHa CHOBa BO3HUKJIO JKeJlaHWe 3aK/IIOUUTh €€ B 00bATHS, U yKe He
BbINTyCKaThb A0 yTpa. llenoBate ¥ 1enoBarts...Bcro. OT BOMOC [0 KOHUMKOB
nanel. I B ouepenHOVM pa3 OH TofaBui B cebe mopbiB. Hemb3si ymyckarb
BO3MOXKHOCTb M0001aTbcst ¢ Apueid, cOnu3utbes. K ToMmy ke, oHa mepBasi
JlesiaeT 11ar HaBCTpeuy.

ITO 0pPOroro CTOUT.

Bckope y kKaMuHa CTOs/IA /iBa Kpecsia, Besian moTaruBas 1epBeiickoe BUHO,
Apwuisi 3a[lyMUrBO BepTesia B PyKax Yalleuky C [I0KOJIaZ0M.

— Bbl paccTpounuchk u3-3a yxoja Mbparuma? — BepHy/Iach K 00CyK1aeMoit
Teme Apusi.

— He To, uT06bI paccTpouscs....51 He TIpeACTaBIIsAO [JOJUHY Oe3 Hero.

— a, 51 ToXXe, KOTJa BIepBble YBUea ero, rnojymasa, 4YTo OH TyT Ha CBOeM
Mecte. UTo [jo/iMHa co3/aHa [i/1s1 Hero.

— Apwisi, OH UyBCTBYeT MUP/OB, KaK HUKTO Apyrou. [lIoHrMaeT ux >xeyaHus,
a, IJIlaBHOe, OH IOMOraeT WM TIOHSTb UX CYL[HOCTb. IIpucyrcTByer mpu
POXKJE€HWH, a Thl BUZ|eJ1a, KaK TsDKeJIO JarTCsl MaJibIlv MUPZAM, U HarpasJ/isieT B
nanbHetiem. Ero He Oyzet u ...., — BefjaH HeompeziesieHHO MOKavasl ro/I0BOM U
MopBIBUCTO 06aBust: — ibparum cunrtaer, 4to s 3ameHto ero. Ho....

OH He goroBopus. C Toi camoil MUHYTHI, Kak V6parum ckasas, uro Began
B COCTOSIHUM 3aMEHUTb ero, MOC/JeJHUM HaxOAWICd B pacTepsHHOCTH. OH
MeuTaa U CTPEMUJICS XUTb B MUPOHMH, HO U B CaMbIX CMeJIbIX MeUTaHUsIX He
MOT TIpe/ICTaBUTh, UTO 3aiiMeT MecTo VMbparuma.

OH He COMHeBascs, uTo crpaBUTCs. JIFOOOBb U UCKpeHHee BOCXUIIeHUe
rOp/bIMHU, 3aralO4HBIMU MUPZaMU HallPaBUT €ro B MPaBUJIbHOE PYCIIO.

Emy ObL10 >Kasib TepsiTb OpaTta. 3a BpeMms o0iieHusi MGparum emy cran
Oosibliie, ueM HacTaBHUK U Apyr. OHU CTa/iu POACTBEHHBIMU AyiiaMu. U ObiI0
)KaJlb, YTO OHU PACCTaKOTCS.

BezsiaH He cOMHeBasICs, MOC/e TOro, Kak Mbparum rnokuHeT MUpOHUIO, OHU
OoJiblile HUKOT/IA He YBUJISTCSI.

Apus BblZlep>Kasa Tay3y, 3aMeTUB, UTO BeJjaH morpy3uics B pasMblLLIEHUSI.
VHora nyuliie npoCTo IOMOJ14aTh, UTO OHA U cfesana. OHa CMOTpesia Ha JUKYHO
IUISICKY OTHf B KaMMHe W 4YyBCTBOBasa, YTO corpeBaercsi. Beuep mepecraBasn
OBbITh MTACMYyPHBIM.

— BbI coxxasneete, uro Mbparum yxoaur?



— Ha....

— Korja oH pemmin nokuHyTe MUpOHHIO?

— Cka3san, Ha AHsX, — BefaH >kaZiHbIMU IVIOTKaMU JIOTIWJI BMHO B OOKare,
TIOCMOTpeJT Ha TIPaKTUYeCKH MOMHYI0 OyThbUIb U MOCTaBUI OOKaa Ha cTosivk. Ha
CerofiHsl XBaTUT.

— OH ycrieeT 3aBepLIUTb Jeia?

— Ycneet, — Benan mofgHsiics W MpOTAHYA pyKy Apuu. — Tebe Hamo
TIpusieub, y Tebst ObLT HETIPOCTOM [/1eHb.

Apusi UHTYUTUBHO BJIOKW/IA JIAJOHb B TPOTSAHYTYI0 PYKYy U JIUIIb KOI/a
OKa3asiach JIMLIOM K JIULY C MY>KUMHOM TOHs/Ia, UTO CeduyaC OHU OTIIPaBATCS B
CIajIbHIO.

W cHOBa OKa)XKyTCsl B OJHOU TOCTeJIH.

Y Apuu 3acocano noj, joxkeukoii. CHoBa 13 IyOWH AYIIM MOAHSJICS CTPax.
A uto ecmu cerogHsa Beman He OygeT HeXHbIM....UTo, eciu....Apus He
no3Bomia cebe aoaymarh! XBatut! XBaTUT HakpyuuBaTh cebsi! Bcé Oyzer
XOpOLIO....

— Apus? — obecriokoeHHO crpocun BepaH, 3aMeTHB, uTO JeBYIIIKa
nobnenHena. Heykenn cHoBa Oyzer 60opoThcss ¢ HUM? Emy Obl He XOTe/loCh
KaXK/IbIii Beuep TpeofiosieBaTh Oapbep. ¥ Apuu MOXKeT BO3HUKHYTH OIllyllleHue,
UYTO OH JIOMaeT eé.

— INoligemTe, — mocTemnmMIa Mpou3HeCcT ApUM M 00JIM3HY/A Mepecoxiiire
ryobl. OHa [0/DKHa OCTaBUTh CTpPaX W HempusaTHe (u3ndeckod O1M30CTH
1o3a/iv, MHaue y Heé Oy/1yT Cu/bHbIe MPO0IeMbl B HACTOSIIL[EM.

Bcro fopory /10 crasbHA OHU Moyanu. BezaH mo Mepe mpubivkeHUs K
TIOKOSIM HayaJl MCIBIThIBaTh BO30yxaeHue. Apusi cHoBa OyzeT ero! I oHa He
conporubisiercs! He ccpliaeTcss Ha HeOMOraHue, He TIbITAeTCs TOProBaTbCs C
HUM U CTaBUTh yCJIOBUS, 110 KaKUM JIHSM OH Oy/leT mocelarh eé.

BezaH crieljuasbHO pacropsiiuiics, YTo0bl UM TTPUTOTOBU/IN OJHY CTa/IbHIO.
CoBMeCTHbIN COH COMKAeT JTH/iel, KTO ObI UTO He TOBOPUJL.

— Copouky cHUMaTh He Oyay....

CnoBa ObLTM TIpOM3HEeCeHbl HETPOMKO, BefaH Mor ¢ JerkocTbio UX
TIPONYCTUTb.

— [Touemy? — HaXMypUJICA OH.

— He 6Gyny.

B rosioce Apuu MOSIBUNUCH yTIpsiMble HOTKH, U TyObl BemaHa c>kanuch B
TOHKYHO JIMHHWIO. OH MOr HAaCTOSITb, MOT TIPOCTO pa3opBaTb COPOUYKY OJHUM
newxeHreM. K uemy 3ta GeccMmbicsieHHasi Tpsinka? UToObl He 3a/ilaTh BOMPOC
BCJIyX, Beman Hauas pa3zeBaThbCsl.

— He crany HacrtauBats. [IpuayT Bpems, 1 Tbl caMa noykesaellb CHATH €€, —



yBEepeHHO CKa3aJl OH.

Apusi Tipomiia BIIyOb KOMHATBI, BCTaja TMOJaJbIlle OT MYKUWHBI W,
YyBCTBYSI HEJIETIOCTh CUTYAIlUH, BCE )Ke CTIPOCHIIA:

— A BBI...BOT 371eCh pa3fieHeTeCh?

— Ha.

—-4....

— Apwsi, ecii Tebe Hy>KHa ITOMOIIIb 51 TIOMOT'Y.

— Ho Tak He mpuHSTO B 00IjecTBe. Bl JO/DKHBI pa3/ieBaThCsl OT/EBHO,
f...., — OHa CHOBA He [IOTOBOPHJIA, HATOMKHYBIIIMCh Ha HACMEIIUBLIN B3IJISA/
MY>KUMHBI.

— Apusi, 3a0yzb PO BLICOKOPOAHOE 001ecTBO. MbI OyZieM >KUTh Tak, Kak
yno06HO HaM. A MHe yIoOHO pa3/ieBaThCs TYT.

B moaTBepKAeHUM CBOMX C/oB, BemaH u30aBUICS OT OpIOK U OCTascCs
ob6HaykeHHbIN. OH BBITIPSMUICS BO BEChb POCT, 3aCTaBUB APUIO 3aMepeTh.

To, uTo OHa yBHjena, BIeUaTIMIo e€. Buepa, 03ajjaueHHasi MpPeCTOSIIAM
coObITHEM, a WMEHHO (u3uueckod OM30CTBIO C HUM, OHa He CMOTpe/ia Ha
MY)XUMHY. A ceroiHs....Y Heé T1epexBaTWIO [bIXaHWe, BO3AyX OOXKEr
BHYTpeHHOCTH. Kak Obl OHa He OTHOCW/IACh K MY>KUMHaMm, Apwus TIpU3HAjach,
uyro Beman ObuT oueHb KpacMBBIM. MOII[HOE, HaTpeHUpOBaHHOe Tejio. [IIupokue
TUieud, y3kue Oeapa, cuibHbIe HOTH. JKUBOT 0e3 HaMeKa Ha MaJleHIInii >KUPOK,
HaoOOpOT, OfHW MbIIIILL. Ha Tpyau uMesach HeOosblllasi MOPOC/Tb BOJIOC,
KOTOpast TTporia/iajzia Ha )KUBOTe, U YCUIEHHO BO300HOB/Is/Iach B 00/1aCTH Maxa.

I'naza Apuu CryCTUIUCH HUXKE. ..

YsieH MY)>KUMHBI HaXO[UJICSI B SPETUPOBAHHOM COCTOSIHUU.

U B3I, Apun 3a/iepyKajicsi Ha HeM UyTh ZI0JIbIIle, YeM el Ka3asoch...

— BBI...., — BBIZIOXHY/Ia OHA ¥ BHOBb 3aMO/TyaJIa.

Bean noHsit eé cMsATeHue. 1 ypIOHYICS J1aCKOBO.

— Apusi, MHe, KaXeTcs1, Tebe TIopa HauMHaTh 00paIlaThCs KO MHE WHAue. ..

— Kak?

— Ha «TbI». DTO 1103BO/UT HaM OBICTpee HAUTH OOIIUH SI3BIK U COMM3BUTHCS.

[Ipexxme uyeM OTBeTHUTb, Apus Momosivasa. BHyTpu Heé npoucxogusa
bopbba. Beman Obul mpaB, CTOWUT el HauaTh OOpalaThbCsi K HEMY Ha «ThbI»
Y MHOTHE TPerpajibl PyXHYT.

JIerko cka3arb, TPYHO C/Ie/aTh.

— Bo3MoykHO. ... morpo0yto.

BeziaH HarpaBWiICS K Held, 1 OHa HEBOJILHO CZieJiajia Imar Hasaj. Bcé-taku
OH Obul OOHa)KeHHBIM, U 0e3 OfeXAbl TPOU3BOJWI eIlé Oosiee CUIBHOE
BIlEUaT/IeHNE.

My>KuriHa 3aMeTH/T eé OTCTyTUIeHHe, HAXMYPHJICS, OCTAaHOBHIICS.



— Apusi, TbI BCE ell]é OOUILIBCS MeHS?

Cepplie AeBYIIKM CHOBa 3a0M/IOCh MOWMAaHHOMN TITHLeH, U el MPHUIIIOChH
CKaTh PYKU B Ky/aku, 4TOObI cOOPATh BOJIFO U He TI03BOJIUTh MOA1aThCsl TTaHUKe.

— $1 He 3Hal0, UTO UCIILITHIBAIO Cceryac...MHe HeJIOBKO OT TOTO, UTO 51 BIXKY
BaC 0OHa>KeHHBIM.. ..

— Tebs1, — monpaBus Befan v mipeosiosien pasjesistoiilee UX pacCTOsTHUE 3a
CuuTaHHble MTHOBeHUs. B oTmuune oT Apuu, co6CTBeHHasi HarotTa He CMylijasna
ero. OH MoOIIE/ BIVIOTHYIO K JE€BYILIKE U B35/ e 3a Ijieud. — Apusi, TOCMOTPU
Ha MeHsl.

OHa BBLITIOJIHWIA €ro Mpochk0Oy M TOHSMA ULI0 K Bepxy. JIUI0 MY»XUUHbBI
HaBUCJIO HAJ, HeW, U BMECTO OXXHUJaeMOU CTpacTH, rpaHuyvaliedl C >KUBOTHOMU
TIOXOThIO, OHAa YBU/lella Ha HeM HeXHOCTb. U eé cepplle cHoBa 3abunoch
yuall|eHHO, Terephb M0 JPyroi MpuurHe.

Hu oguH My)KurHa HUKOTZA Ha Heé He CMOTpes TaK HeXXHO, JIaCKOBO.

C nmo60BbIO.

W3 rpyau Apuu BbIpBascsi TPOMKUM B3[0X.

— Thl..., — ucpaBuIach OHa.

— Bot u cnaBHo! Tebe moMoub pa3eThes?

Apuisi ToKavasa rojioBomu.

— §1 cama. TonbKO BBI... TOJILKO ThI UM B KPOBaTh. MHe OyzeT mipoiiie, eciu
Bac...Tebs He OyzmeT psizoM.

BegaH He cTas Bo3pakaTh U LIMPOKUMM LlIaraMy HampaBWICS K MOCTeJIH, He
yBU/IEB, KaK JIFOOOMBITHBIN B3IVISi/ I€BYILIIKA METHYJICS K ero yIpyryuM siIrofiviiaMm.
[TpocTo B 3TOT MOMEHT ApUM BCIIOMHWJICS Pa3roBOP ABYX B3POC/bIX >KEHILVH,
KOTOpble OOCY)XXJa/u MMEHHO 3Ty 4YaCThb MYXKCKOro Tesa. VM TOBOpWUIU TIPO
MY>KCKHE SITOIWLIBL...3333... HE COBCEM IMPW/IMUYHO, C BOCXUILeHHWeM. Apus
TOKpacHe/Ia, yCThIAUBIIMCH CBOUX MBICJIEH.

[ToTromy 4TO OHa HEBOJILHO COI/IaCU/IaCh C TEMU >KeHILMHAMHU.

BezaH ObL C/I0)KeH BeJTUKOJIEITHO.

OHa TpSCYLIMMUCS pyKamMH pasfiesiach, U HeOpeXXHO KWHy/a TiaThe Ha
Kpecso. OcCTaBUIMCh B COPOUKe M TaHTaJOHaX, ApUs Ha JpOXallMX HOrax
noiisia K KpoBatu. OHa BOJIHOBajiaCh CU/IbHee, YeM HaKaHyHe.

Crouno eii 3abpaThCsi Ha KPOBaTh U MpUJieub Ha MOAYIIKY, Kak pyKy BenaHa
COMKHY/H €€ B O0BATHSI.

— § xaxgan obHsTh TeOs BeChb JieHb, — C >XKapOM IIpollenTan OH el Ha
yx0. — Apusl, Tbl MOé HaBaKjeHre! He mory 6e3 Tebs...He mory....l s KNSHYCb,
s cieiato BCE, uToObI ThI Oblla cyacTuBal. ..

OH He MO3BOJW/ €l HUYEr0 OTBETUTh, Jd M UYTO OHAa MOIVIa CKa3aTb?
[Mouienyy mockInaauch Ha ApHi0 ¢ HeObIBasio cTpacThio. BemaH 1ienoBan eé



JWI0, IIIef0, BbIpe3 COPOUKH. EMy 0e3yMHO XOTeloCh BTAHYTb B cebs
0OHa)KeHHBIM COCOK, HO Melllajia TKaHb.

Huuero, npuzieT BpeMsi, U OH BOIIJIOTUT >KeJlaHue B Xu3Hb! OH MOA0K/IeT.

Ero pyku ckosib3Hy/IU K 6ejpaM Apuu. 3aTo OH CJiesiaeT TO, O UeM MeuTas C
TOTO MOMEHTa, KaK BIIepBble TPUKOCHY/CS B JeBymike. OH cobupaeTcs
nornpoOoBaTk eé Ha BKYC.

31ech copouka He Oy/ieT TOMeXO0i.

Apus He BoO3paxasa, Korjla pykd BelaHa NpPOHUK/IW TMOJ COPOYKY M
nipurofHsiu eé kpail. Ctpaxa Toxe He Obuo. Celiuac BenaH BoiizieT B Heé U
CKOpO BCé OyzneT KoHueHO. OHa 3aMeTusia, UYTO CeTro/lHsI ero MPUKOCHOBEHUSI OHa
BOCIpUHMMasa MHaue. OHU He BBOAWIU €€ B CTYIOp, y Heé He BO3HUKAJO
JKeJITaHUsT OTTOJIKHYTh MY>KUUHY.

EN, dero rpexa TauThb, /Ja)ke HEMHOTO HPaBU/I0Ch YYBCTBOBAaTh Ha KOXKE €ro
ropsiuee JibIxaHue.

OHna nexxana, 3aCyHYB PYKHM MO7 TIOAYIIKY, W TI03BOJIsIa fiesiaTh C co0oi
BCE, UTO HPAaBU/IOCh MY KUMHE.

BOT OH TOAHSI/T COPOUKY /0 cepefuHbl Oenep....Celiuac, HaBepHOe, CHOBa
Tipu/iacKaeT MasbliamMu, a NoToM BouzeT. OHa NpUKpbLIA IV1a3a.

BHe3anmHO Te/i0 My)KUMHBI [epecTasio /IaBUTh Ha He€, U CKOJIb3HYJ/IO BHU3.
Ona mnpogomkana Jexarb. Pyku BejaHa B/1acTHO, HO MeXJy Te€M, HEXHO
pas/BUHY/IU eé HOr'M, OHA IJ1a3a He OTKPbLIO.

A miotoMm....IToToM oOHa TOUyBCTBOBajsa ero ryoel mam. W ucmyraHHo
BCKPHUKHY/IA.

— Tuxo! Tuxo....Tel He TipefcTaB/sgelllb, KaK J0JT0 s MeuTas [OoLe0BaTh
TBOE COKpOBHIIIE. ...
['na3za Apuu pacriaxHy/1cChb, U OHa BLENWIAaCh B BOJIOChI MY>KUMHbI. boru!

— BepnaH, npekparure!

— He mpekpaiiyy! — gBukeHue s3bikoM. [y6okoe. Ckomb3sitiiee. — U MBI
TepeLid Ha OKOHYaTe/IbHOe «ThD»...

— IIpekpatu! Tam Hesb3s LiesioBaTh! — OHa 3a/bIXanack OT CThIJA.

— Ilouemy? — OH Ha MrHOBeHMe 3aMeHU/] f3bIK TmasnblieM. [loTporasn.
IIpoHuk BHYTpb. IlouyBCTBOBa/, Kakas OHa Teruias.

— Henp3al!!! Oro...

— Cagxo, — IpoMypJibIKal OH. — be3yMHO ci1afiko. ..

M cHOBa ero rosioBa Okasajsacb Mexay HOr Apuu. Ero s3bIK NPUHSIICS
WCCJIe[IOBaTh TakiHbIe ITyOWHbBI, a PYKOU OH OTBes PYKY /eBYIIKHU.

Apus yriana Ha TIOAYIIKY U 3aKphblia ullo pykamu. O 1ofjo0HOM /1lacke OHa



HUKOrza He ciblmana. Kakoit crein! 3to...910!!!.... Y Heé He OBLIO CIIOB.
[TpotuButhcsi BefmaHy Obilo GeCCMBIC/IEHHO, 3TO OHa TMOHS/IA, TO3TOMY ei
0CTaBajI0Ch TOJIbKO JIeXKaTh.

OH nackasn f0/ro, He ycraBasi U He Jienas nepepeiBa. Unen BejaHa enga u
He ropes, BO30yXaeHue ngocturio aroresi. Eciu O6b1 Apusi Oblia OIBITHOM
nmoOOBHULIEH, eif XBAaTU/IO0 HEeCKOJIBKUX TIPUKOCHOBEHUM K UjleHy MY)KUWHBI, U OH
kKoHum1 6b1. Ho JieByIIiKa jieykaia Ha TIOCTe/TU U TepUoANUeCKU TbITa/lach CBECTH
Genpa.

Crone WHTUMHBIE JlaCKU CHayasja BbI3Ba/iM y Heé wmoK. W 3acraBunu
Hafnpsiubcsi cuwibHee. IlotoM, oco3HaB, uTto Beman He coOupaercs ux
TIpeKpalliath, OHa MOMbITaAach paccaabuTbcs. PacciabuTbcs MOMyunioch He C
nepsoro pasa. Ho korza oHa ormycTtusia Tesio, TO CTaja UCIBITHIBATL JierKue
TIpUSITHBIE OIyIlleHus. 3bIK 1 TyObl BelaHa fieiicTBOBav ymelio.

Ho Hu e[lHOTO CTOHA CJIafJOCTPACTUsi He COPBasoCh C eé ryo.

Korga BepjaH mMoHs/, UyTO Ha IpaHH, YTO BeHbl Ha BUCKAax JIOMHYT OT
BHYTPEHHero HarpsuKeHus, OAHsII royioBy. Kak e Apus Kpacusa. ..

OH He yziep>kasncsi ¥ CTasl IOKPbIBaTh €€ HOrY JIeTKUMU noLienysiMu. Celyac
OHa CTaHeT ero!

Ero ry6sl CriyCTUIMCh BHU3, TIOL[€/I0BA/IU KOJIEHO, U JIBUHY/UCH K JIOJBDKKE.
Bort TyT-TO Apusi HeOXKKJaHHO BCKPUKHY/IA U ZilepHy/ack. BeaH 3amep.

— YT10?...— BBIJOXHYJI OH.

Apus IIYMHO CIVIOTHYJ/Ia U B3IVIIOM, B KOTOPOM YMUTa/JOCh HeJOyMeHue,
rocmorpesia Ha Beziana.

— He 3Hato...., — OB €€ OTBeT.

Bepan nipuiiypun rnasa, a IOTOM MeJJIeHHO CKJIOHW/I TOJIOBYy K HOram
JeByllku. Ero pyka [OTpoHy/nack [0 MeCTa, I/le 3aKaHUUBa/lOChb KOJIEHO, U
HauvHascsi roneHb. OH cJeslajl HeCKOJIbKO [BVDKEHWH, UyTb-UyThb Ha)XKUMasi
rajibLliaMu, KakK [pyu Maccaxe.

— Ox! — cHOBa BbIpBasIoCh y Apuu, U eé Tesi0 B34pPOrHysio.

Benan He mnosepun cBouM [iasaMm! OH [Josroe BpeMs JacKaja ILUIOTh
YKeHIL[WHbI Ty0amu, Tak U He CMOT TIPUBECTH eé B BO30yK/eHHe, a KOCHY/ICS
HOI'M Y YBU/IeJl, KaK YAUBJIEHHO BbITSHY/I0CH JIMLIO0 APUM.

OH Halén e€ 3poreHHbIe MecCTa.

[lpUKpbIB Ha MrHOBeHWe T7a3a, BemaH cJenan HECKOIbKO TyOOKUX
B3/[0XOB, MbITAsICh CHITh OCTPOTY BO30YXK/leHUsI. A TIOTOM ero I'yObl KOCHYJUCH
Hor Apuu....

HeByllika cHOBa JepHy/nack. OHa He TIOHWMasa, uTo C Hel. I'yObI U pyKu
BepaHna...OHu...OHU cTanu JapuTh ei Teruvio...Terio Apyroe, He TO, KOTOpPOe
OHa TMoJiyyaja OT OrHA WA OfeX[Abl. OJTO TeIUI0 LUI0 U3HYTPU Teja, U



TIO/JHMMAJIOCh BhIIIe, B 06/1aCTh Gefiep.

U oHO ObLI0 OUeHb MPHUSATHBIM.

Bezfan /10/ir0 He MOT BBIHOCUTH C/Ia[JOCTHYIO MYKy B030y>kaeHus. Terepb
OH 3Han cyaboe MecTto ApuM, U HEMPEMEHHO BOCIIO/b3YeTCsl UM, HO B
cnepytouqui pa3. Ceituac xe...

OH NpUTIOAHSJI TOJIOBY U Y/IBIOHY/ICS.

— TbI — MOé cuacTbe...

W cHOBa OH IeMCTBOBA/ HEXKHO U aKKypPaTHO, XOTSI eMy XOTeJI0Ch BOPBAaTbCs
B JIOHO ApUM OJHMM pe3KUM, elBa Ju He rpybbiM aABwkeHueM. Ho cHoBa
TIPUIIIOCH 00y3/aTh MOPLIB. BceMy CBOE BpeMsi.

Oprasm HacTynua ObICTpO, U ObIT MOIIHBIM U SIPKUM. BefaH TPOMKO
3aCTOHAJ, e/iBa He 3apblyas.

Apusd ke HaxoAwl1ach B JIETKOM IOTPACeHUU. UTO C/IyursioCh C eé TesioM,
KorJla My>KUrHa KOCHYscs Hor? Eii ....moHpaBunocs! U 3axorenock, yToObl OH
CHOBA IMPUKOCHYJICS UMEHHO Tam!

[TponukHOBeHUe Benana He mpuunHUIo 60/, Kak U ero ABwkeHus. Korza
OH, KOHYMB, BbILlIeJI U3 eé Tejia, OHa 3aMepsia, IPUTHXJIA.

— Apus....

OH f0TpOHY/ICA [0 eé uLja, 3aCTaBUB Ha Hero nocMorpets. EMy xorenoch
yBH/IETH e€ Iy1asa.

U BepaHy € TpyZOM yZAanoCh CAep>KaTh TOPKeCTBYIOLIUU BCKPUK, KOTJja OH
yBU/IeJ1 JIETKYIO TTIOBOJIOKY, 3aCT/IaBlie cepo-3e/ieHble [v1a3a [eBYIIKHU.



['naBa 23

Kapo, 3aBuzieB Aputo, pe3Bo mojdexkan K JeByIlKe U HEeCKObKO pa3 yxe
TIPUBBIYHO TKHYJ HOCUKOM el B HOru. OHa MopxBaTWia LeHKa Ha PYKU U
yIbIOHY/1aCh.

— CHoBa Oyzelllb CerogHsi KOJIJOBAaTh? — JIACKOBO TIpOIllenTajga OHa U
HarpaBU/ach K II€3/I0HTY, KOTOPbI MY)XUWHBI HaTSHY/IU BHYTPU HeOO/bILIOTO
KOTTe/Ka.

VIMeHHO 371ech TMPOUCXOAW/IO [ajbHeullee 3HAKOMCTBO ApPUM CO CBOUM
MUPZOM.

B MMpOHUH OHW HaXOAWIWChH /iBe Heze/nd. BpeMms jetesio oueHb OBICTPO.
bospliyro yacTte aHA Apus npoBoguiia ¢ Kapo U yxke He yauBisiacb TOMY, UTO
HECKOJIbKO 4acOB B JleHb y Heé BbINajanyd U3 Co3HaHusA. Ei Ka3asock, 4TO OHa
BOT TOJIbKO YTO B3sjla I[[eHKA Ha PYKH, II0JIOXKW/IA HAa KOJIeHH, OH HEMHOI'O
TI0JIeXKasl y Heé Ha )KUBOTe, He Oosibliie feCSITU-TISTHA/LIATH MUHYT, OHA BCTaeT U
WAET IOMOM. A, MeXJy TeM, IPOXOJXUJIO He MeHee TPEX-ueTbIpex Yacos....

I'masa nmepecrano pesarb, ¥ KpacHoTa Iipoiia. Ho BUzeTe B TeMHOTe OHa
elé He Moria. Bcemy cBoé Bpewms.

Ona ygo06HO pacnonoxuiachk Ha Iiesnonre, Kapo, kak Bcerjja, pacTsHY/ICS
Ha KUBOTe, YCTPEMUB [I0BOJIbHYIO MOPZALLIKy B CTOPOHY e€ juLia.

— Xwutpey! Kakoi ke Tbl xutpel;! — Apus IOIJIafAWia ero 3a YILIKOM U
TIpUKpBLIA [V1asa.

Mupz TBep0 3Has CBOE fiero.

Teruio, y)xe IpUBBIYHOE U 3HAKOMOE, CTaj/I0 INPOHUKATb BHYTPb JKUBOTA
JIeBYIIIKU.

Benan c Mbparumowm, korza yBuziend, Kak Kapo seunt Aputo, HEMHOTO
YAUBUWINCH U CKa3aju, uTo, BO3MOXXHO, MUD/IbI 00/1aJjat0T eIlé U CrI0COOHOCThHIO
UCHesATb. DTOT (akT OHU He u3yuyanu. Ho Obiu ciyuau, Korjja Tpu CpaykeHuH,
MUD/Ibl BBITAaCKUBA/IM DPaHEHbIX C Mo 00s, JIOKWIUCH psAAOM, U uepe3
HEKOTOpOe BpeMs Yy MYXUMH OCTaHaB/JIMBa/JIOCh KPOBOTEUEHWe, PpaHbl
CTaHOBW/IMCh MeHbIIIe, a TO ¥ BOBCe HMCYe3asiu.

— Hapyo nonabmogats, — 3ametun Mbparum. Befan ¢ HUM corinacucs.

Bepas....

C HUM Kak pa3 Bcé ObLI0 He TpocTo. HeT, oH He W3MEHWJCs, He CTail
OTHOCHUTBCS K Hel Xy»ke WU >KecTue, HU pa3y He CKa3asi rpyboro cjioBa U HUUem
He obuen. OH U30 /iHA B JIeHb MOKa3biBajl, KaK CUJbHO OHA eMy /I0pora, U uTo
ero Cj0Ba 0 JIF0OBU He TMyCTOM 3BYK.



3T0-TO U OBLI0 POOIEMOIA.

OTnpaBnsisick ¢ HUM B MupoHuto, Apus HacTpauBajia ce0si Ha TO, UTO
MeX/ly HUMM CO BpeMeHeM 00pa3yloTcsi Apy’KeCKve OTHOIIEeHUs], KOTOpbie eé
BIOJIHE YCTPOsIT. Y ecsiu Boru mo3BossiT, OHa OT Hero 3abepemMeHeer.

Ona ommb6ack. OHa OueHb CUJILHO OIIUO0/IAaCh.

C TakMMM My)XuMHaMH, Kak BegaH, IpyKWTb HeBO3MOXHO. B mpaBore
CBOEM MBIC/IM OHa ybexkaanach KaXkAyr HOub. M KaXK7plid pa3, KOrzia OH K Hel
nIpuO/IKacs, U OHa BUfiesia ero B3rJs...B3rms, HaromHeHHbIH He)XKHOCTBIO U
cTpactbio. [Ipy>k0Obl eMy OyzeT masio. He 6bu10 HM OHOM HOUHM, UTOOBI OH He
JlacKaji eé W He TIPOHMKal B JIOHO. W KaXAyr HOUYb, C MaHHWaKaJIbHbIM
CTpeMJIeHueM OH MbITa/ICA J0BeCTU e€é [0 oprasma. Jlackas, jiackasa M Jiackall.
Huuero He Tpebys B3ameH. Ilyckan B Xof, PyKd U ryObl, HEU3MEeHHO Yesisis
ocoboe BHUMaHUe UyBCTBUTEbHBIM TOUKaM Ha HOTaM.

N Apusa crana >XJaTb HACTyIUIeHWs HOYeM, CTajna »Aarhb, KOrja OH
JoTpoHeTcs /10 Heé... TyT Bcé Obl10 HeoiHO3HAUHO U HerpocTo. Eif He yaanock
TIIpeoiojieTh CTpax IPOIIOro, OHa elé 3a)kumajiacb U CTeCHsJIaCh CBOEro TeJia.
U ofHOBpPEMeHHO CTajia UCTIBIThIBATh OTPeOHOCTh B MPUKOCHOBeHUsIX BeaHa.

B ero o0BATHSIX.

Ho u 310 OB1/I0 He BCE.

Bo3Huk/1a elljé ofHa ripobsiema.

KacmuH.

Onst Apum OKasasoChb TOJMHOW HeOXHJAHHOCTBIO HE3HAaKOMOe YYBCTBO,
KOTOpO€e OHAa HauyuHa/a UCIBIThIBAaTh, CTOW/IO YBUZETH CIY)KaHKY. OTO Ha4yaa0Ch
HeZesr0 Ha3az. CHavasia Apus 3aMeTusIa, YTo B e€é MPUCYTCTBUM JieBYIlIKa BCerja
OTBOJUT B3rJisA]l, CTOpOHUTCA. OHa OTHEeC7Ia 3TO Ha TMPUPOXKAEHHYH0 pPOOOCTh
KacmuH. [ToTom oHa obpaTvia BHUMaHUe, UTO C/Ty>KaHKa OpocaeT B3I/isi[bl Ha
Benana. ¥YBu/iena rnepBblii pa3, BTOPOU, TPETHH. ..

1N Aputo Hakpbuio! OnHa pasosmunack. Uto cebe mo3Bosisier 2KacmuH?
Heyxenu [eBYOHKa peluna cobnasHuTh xo3suHa? Haxanka! Yto oHa
BO30MHM/IA? YTO CMOXKeT MoABUHYTh ApUIO B MocTenu Xo3auHa?? I Apus faxe
He BCTIOMHUJIA, YTO elé C Mecsi] Ha3a/ AiymMasa O TOM, YTO HeryioxXo Obio Obl,
eciu 661 co BpeMeHeM Besian 3avimMert r0O0BHULLY U peXke AOTparuBascs 1o Heé!

Apus peBHOBaa.

YnuBUTEBHO, TIOPA3UTENbHO, HO (PAKT.

Kak Takoe Moryio ciiyunTtbcda? OHa ¥ cama He 3Hasa. Ilouemy cTo/b pe3ko y
Heé U3MeHW/I0Ch OTHOoLLeHUe K Bezany? Toxxe He Morvia OHATh. Mnu He Kesasia
pa3bupartbcs, TpsiTasack 3a Mpoiiioe?

HeT-HeT, HO B eé rojoBe MejbKasa MbICAb: «OH e Tebe HPABUTCS.
HpaButcs cunbHO.» Ec/iv paHblile OHa XoTela OT Hero yOekaTh, TTOTOMY UTO



CcuMTasna, YTo He UMeeT IpaBa CBA3bIBaTb CBOK XKU3Hb C MY)KUMHOU, 3HAsl, YTO
HUKOT/JIa He CMOXKeT T0/lapUTh eMy pebeHKa, TO, UTo eé y/iep>KuBajo ceiyac OT
TOI'0, UTOOBI CTaTh CUACTINBOI? UTO?....

Huyero.

Benan [Joka3sas, 4TO He OTHOCUTCSA K UHWCAYy MYKUYMH, [/ KOTOPBIX
JKeHIL[Ha SIB/sSIeTCs JIMIb TesioM. bBosjiee TOoro, oH fenan Bc€, 4ToObI OHa
rosiyyasna yoBoibCTBHe. Kak B criasibHe, Tak U 3a eé npejeamMu.

A Temepp MOsABW/IACh JKEHIMHA, KOTOpas TOXe XOTeja WCHbITAaTh
¢du3nueckoe cuactbe ¢ Beganom!

ApHI0 HauMWHa/lO0 TPACTH CTOWIO MOAyMarb, uto BemaH ripukacaeTrcsi K
JIPYTOM >KeHIIMHe, JacKaeT TaK ke, KaK U eé! BHyTpu BCé mepeBopaunBasioch, U
oTyasiHMe oxBaTbiBasio Aputo. Eii craHoBU/IOCH 60/IbHO, 1 60/H ObLIa e/iBa /i He
0Cs13aeMoi.

BbIn1 elé oguH MOMEHT, KOTOPbIM yrHeTan ApHUIo.

Ha, OHW >KWMM TIOf OJHOM KpbIlllell, HO KeM OHa Obula Ay BepaHa
Bapknaiiza? JlroboBHUIlel. B Obibie BpeMeHa, OH Ha3Basl Obl eé (haBOPUTKOI.

O ToMm, uTOOBI C/leNaTh eé >KeHOU, OH peuu He Bell. ...

Apus nornaguina Kapo v Tsbkeno B3Zj0xHy/a. B C/IoKMBIIeNCS CUTyaluu
ecThb U eé BuHa. CuacThbe maphl 3aBUCUT OT 0O60UX.

A Apus xoTesnia ObITh CYACTIUBOM. . ..

Hazio cerofjHsi ke MOTOBOPUTHL C BefaHOM U mocTapatbCsi OOBSICHUTh €My,
YTO TOXKE XOYeT [MOCTPOUTH OTHOILIEHUSI.

Bcé Bpems1, uTo OHa Haxogu/ack ¢ Kapo, eé Tak v nogmbIBaao CHATb MUPZA
c cebst ¥ OTIPaBUTHLCS Ha TIOUCKU BefjaHa, KOTOPHIN MOC/eIHYAE [IHW TOCTOSTHHO
npoBo/iun ¢ MbparumMoMm. TauHCTBEHHBIM HACTaBHUK MUDJOB COOOIIWI, UTO
3aBTpa YXOJAUT U LIeZPO AeJUICS 3HAaHUAMM C [IPEeMHUKOM. APHU He XOTel0Ch
UM MelllaTh, HO MOTpeOHOCTL yBUAeTh BeaHa HapacTara.

B KOHeYHOM UTOre, OHa He BblJepkKasa U, MoriajuB MUp/a, CKas3aa:

— Kapo, moi xopommii, MHe HaJj0 yWTH....IIpaBaa, Hazgo!

[ITeHOK C MOHUMaHKEeM MOCMOTpeJT Ha Heé U KUBHYJIL. [locsie yero crippirHysn
C ’KMBOTA Y HarpaBUJ/ICS K MUCKe C efioii. EMy TpebGoBanoch roikperieHue.

Henorosa Tacybu pa3oniack He Ha IIYTKY. TpeTuil /ieHb IlIeJT CUIbHBIN
JOK[b C TIOPBIBUCTBIMU BeTpamMu. Apusi, 3aKyTaBILUMCh B Iall] U HAKWHYB Ha
TOJIOBY KarloIIOH, TOCTelnIa K KOTTeIKy, B KOTOpOM Tpo)kuBan MoOparum.
Bepnan Ob1n TaMm.

Mupabl TOXXe MNOMNpATAIWCH OT Hemorofbl. He pe3Buivch mo Jo/ivHe, He
Geranu. bapza, koTopasi Teriepb MMesia BO3MO)KHOCTh BCE BpeMsi TIPOBOJUTh CO
CBOMM CaML{OM, /IOMa [paKTUUeCKU He TT0Ka3blBaiack. BeJjaH LIyTH, 4TO y HEro
TIOSIBUJICS TTIOBOJI, PeBHOBATb.



Kak BbISICHU/IOCh, Ha PEBHOCTB CITIOCOOEH He TO/IbKO OH.

[TocTyuaB, Apusi BollIa B KOTTeIK U 3amepsia. Hajg crosmom, Ha KOTOPOM
ObLM  pa3noXkeHbl OosbIMe OymMar C HaHECEHHOM KapTOM MeCTHOCTH,
CKJIOHWIUCH TPO€ MY>KUMH.

Apus He TIOBepu/ia CBOMM I[Vla3aM, KOrZja B TpPeTbeM y3HaJla....

— Jluan! — 3akpuuasna oHa U 6pOCKIACh K MOJIO/IOMY Ue/IOBEKY.

My>KuuHbI, TOTPY’>KEHHble B Jlejla, He 3aMeTW/IU TIOSIBJIEHUs] [IeBYIUKHU.
Benan o6epHYJICS IepBbIM.

N 3amep.

Apus, yBuZieB MoHTeche, 3acBeTuiach. E@ 1y1a3a BCIBIXHY/IU pajiOCTHBIM
OTHeM, Ha Jiuile 3acusijia yabiOKa. BrICTpO pa3BsizaB 3aBsi3KM Ha MOKPOM Tiallle,
OHa e/iBa /i1 He GeroM HaripaBuIach K JIuany.

Morsnozoii yesoBek, OpOCHMB CMYyIlleHHBIM B3DIsiZ, Ha BegaHa, mommén
HaBCTpeuy [JieBYLLKe.

— Apus! Apus....

— Jlnan! bory, JIuwau!!! Yto TbI TYyT penaemb? Kak....KaKk Tbl TYT
OKasasach?

Ona nozbeskasia K MOJIOZIOMY UeJIOBeKY U MOPBIBUCTO MpryKanach K Hemy. U
He MOIVIa YBUZETb, Kak JUL0 BezaHa mpeBpaTuioch B KaMeHHYX0 Macky. OH
TipeAriosiarana, 4to Korga Apusi yBUAUT MoHTechbe, OHa 00OpafyeTcsi, HO He
To/I03peBaj, UTo TeryioTa, C Kakod OHa OyleT CMOTpeTh Ha COOOIIHMKA, TaK
CWIBHO pe3aHeT 10 ero MY>XCKOMY CaMOTF0OUI0.

M6parvm noiiMars ero rHeBHbIN B3IVIsZ] U TIOJIOXKUI PYKY Ha T/Ieyo.

— Bpar..., — npepocreperatoiiie cKasaa OH U Kak Obl HEHAPOKOM BCTaj Ha
nyTy K JInany v Apuu. — He cTour...

OH 6e3 MUILIHUX CJIOB yrajiaa 3MoLuu, pobyauBiivecs B Begane.

Tot cxan 3y6n! U Kynaku. M kuBHys. CnoB y Hero He Ob110.

Mexxay Tem, Apusi, He [10Ta[bIBaIOIasiCs, Kakyl0 Oypro BbI3Basia CBOUM
He3aryIaHUPOBAHHbIM [IPUX0/I0M, TIPOO/DKI/IA YAUBIEHHO TOBOPUTh:

— §I tnazam cBoum He Beprwo!! JIuaH, s gymana...fI aymana, uto GoJibliie
HUKOra Te0st He yBUXKY!

— {1 Toxxe Tak ayman. Ho, Kak BUAMIIB!..., — MOJIOAOU UeOBEK MOKasl
TleyaMM ¥ akKypaTHO OTCTPaHW/ JeBYIIKY OT cebsi. B oTiuuue ot Apuu, oH
Jl0raZibIBajICs, uUTo CLieHa, IPOMCXOAMBILIAas MeXXAy HUMU, [pou3BeseT Ha BejaHa
Bapkunaiia «cuibHOe» BrieuaTsieHre. CKopee BCero, HeraTuBHOe.

JIuaH cTan JOpoXKUTh pacronoxeHreM ObiBIlero umreparopa. Korzia Began
CKa3zaj, uToObl TOT C/ie/JOBasl K /IOJIMHE MUPZOB U C/ieJiajl TIOTIBITKY TIPOUTH Ha eé
TeppuUTOpUI0, JIaH He TOBepW/ CBOUM yIllaM. 3aueM 3TO Hazio Obuio BemaHy?
OH npsiMo cripocust 06 3TOM ero.



— Apus ripuBs3aHa K Tebe, — 1oc/ieloBajl JaKOHUUHBIN OTBET.

Muponus Bryctyia JlvaHa, ¥ OH Toman cpa3y B 06/acTh MPHUCTaJbLHOTO
B3risiia Mi6paruma. Hecko/lbko MUHYT MY>KUHMHBI MO/Ya pacCMaTpyBad ApPyT
Jpyra, oToM MiOparum KUBHYI U CKa3at:

— ITomun.

Bot Tak cTpaHHO Hayaack KU3Hb JInaHa B MUpoHuu.

[To npuesny BepmaHa, oHU BcTpeTtwinch. Benan morpocus JIvaHa roka He
TOKa3bIBaThCs Ha I1aza Apuu. OH X0Tes cAenaTh el CFOPIIpu3.

A cropripu3 TOJIydusIcs U Jijist Hero Toyke. Kak oH ceOsi He TOTOBU/, HO He
CMOT CITIOKOMHO TIPUHSTH PaZloCTb APUM OT BCTPEUM C...JPYTOM.

M6parum, uToObI ZlaTb BO3MOXKHOCTb BefaHy mpuiiTi B cebsi, MOZAOIIEN K
MOJIOZBIM JTFOISIM.

— BcTpeua cTapyHHBIX Apy3ei?

Apwusi KUBHY/Ia TOJIOBOM U TTOZIapK/ia elllé OfIHY Pa/IOCTHYIO Y/IbIOKY, Ha 9TOT
pa3 M6parumy.

— WbparumMm, Bbl He TIpe/icTaB/isieTe, Kak 51 yauBAeHa W obpazoBaHa! DTo
HeBeposATHO! JTO...., — OHA He HaXO/K/a CJIOB, UYTOOBI BIPA3UTh IMOLIUH.

— Bam cnenyet cka3aTh ciacbo Benany. [1peasioxkeHue ero.

Apusi IoBepHy/ach K BefiaHy, 1 yke X0Te/la HauaTh 0/1arolapuTh €ro, Koraa
HATOJIKHYJ/IAaCh Ha XOJO/IHbIA B3IVIsA/ CepbIX I7a3. BCé eé pajyiiHoe HaCcTpoeHue
MCYe3/io B OJJUH MOMEHT.

— BepnaH....

— Bawm, HaBepHOe, X0ueTCsi MOTOBOPUTh Hae/iHe, — OH He TMO3BOJIWJI eu
HUUETO CKa3aTh. YBUEHHOIO ObLJIO I0CTAaTOYHO.

— Mpbl....

Apus pacrepsiiack. [Touemy BezmaH rnocMoTpes Ha Heé€ C HerozoBaHUEM?
Ona He caenana Huuero TipegocyautesnsHoro! OH ocBegomyieH 00 eé
oTHolIeHUsX ¢ JInanom! B HUX HeT ¥ HameKa Ha B/IF00/IeHHOCTb U UHTUM!

Benan HHUUero He cka3saj, ObICTPBIMU, PE3KMMHU JIBW>KEHUSIMH COOpasT KapThl
Y TiopaBHsiyics ¢ Vl6parumom.

— MBI He 3aKOHUM/TU Pa3roBop.

M6parum Z1IeMOHCTPAaTUBHO TIPUIIOAHSIT OIHY OpPOBb, ¥ €10 MMH/Ia/IeBU/IHBIE
r7a3a CBepkHy/nM. Ho BMellMBaThCs OH He cTal. B fenax mr00OBHBIX TPeTHM
JIUILIHUM.

B Oonbinoii cBeT/iol KOMHaTe oOpa3oBasach THETYI[asi THUIIWHA. ApUs
Cblliana CTyk cBoero cepana. OHa 00/M3Hy/Ma mepecoxiiyde TyObl M XOTena
0CTaHOBUTHL BeniaHa, HO motoM nepegymaia. [IycTs ycriokourcs. A Beuepom. ..

Beuepom oHM csAAyT U mOroBopsAT. OHa CHOBA BBICTYIIUT WHULIMATOPOM
MPOBeJIeHrs Beyepa y KaMuHa.



3a WMbparumom u BenaHom 3ax/ioNHyAach [Bepb, BIYCTUB B KOMHATy
TIOPBIB XOJI0JHOIO BeTpa. Apus MOEXUIACh, HO €€ X0JIOZ, LLIE/T U3HYTPHU.

— Apus, — nio3BaJi JIvaH, U OHa IOBepHY/Iach K Hemy.

— OH pasosnuJics, fa? — paCTepssHHO CIIPOCHJIA OHA.

— Kaxetcs, ga. [IpaBaa, He moiimy riouemy. OH BCE 3HaeT.

Apud B30XHY/Ia Y [10Kajia IJIe4YaMu.

— NHorpa s He nioHumato ero. U...Ou, 1agHo, yIIén OH U Y.

— CepauThCst He OyaeT? — o6ecriokoeHHO yTouHuI JIuaH.

— He aymato, — uyTh TIOMe/IJIMB, OTBETU/Ia OHA U C UyTh ITPYCTHOM Y/IbIOKOM
nobasuna: — JIvan, Bemad — oH....

— Hapio nmonaratb, caMbli JIy4YIIun?

KpoBb mipuiibHy/Ma K 1jekam jJeByiikd. OHa mpoiiiia BryOb KOMHAaThl U
OITyCTH/Ia Ha HeOOJIBITIION /[UBaH, 0OUTHIM GapXaToMm.

— Ox, JIuaH, BCé oueHb 3anyTaHo. [Ipucsaab psgoM, JaBai MOroBOpUM, pas
YK HaC OCTaBUJIM BJIBOEM.

— Apusi, 51 He Xouy, 4T00ObI y TeOst ObLTM HEMPUATHOCTU. S1 MOTY O1IMOaThCs,
HO MHe [10Ka3ajo0cCh, yTo BesjaH ...IprpeBHOBAJI YTO JIU.

— Mbl 00BSICHUMCS UyTh TO3Ke, — CKa3aja JieBylllka U BCTIIOMHW/IA CBOU
HeJaBHYe MbIC/U. M nipo JKacMyH OHa TOXKe OueHb HeKCTaTH BCIIOMHUIIA.

JInaH onyCTUICS PAZIOM C [€BYLLKOM U B35i/1 €€ DYKU B CBOM.

— He rpyctu. Benan nto6ut tebs. S Temepb 3TO TOUHO 3Har0. MbI 00111a/1Ch
HeJlo/iIroe BpeMsi, HO KaXK/IbIii pa3, Korza Jiesio Kacanoch Tebst, OH mpeobpakasics.
W ecmv Thl HAUMHAEIIb UCTILITHIBATL K HEMY B3aUMHbIe UyBCTBa, TO BbI TIPOCTO
00s13aHbI OBITH CUACT/IUBLIMH.

— MHe 1oKa TsKeJI0 TOBOPUTh O UyBCTBaX, JIMaH, — mocrapanach yMTH OT
IIereTU/IbHOTO  pa3roBopa Apwusi, TIOTOM Tiepegymana U, COUBasiCh,
npojo/kuia: — Xots 0 ueM si! Thl eIMHCTBEHHBIM BO BCEM MHpe YesiOBeK, C
KOTOPLIM f1 MOTY IIOIOBOpUTHL He Tasch! U Temeps, Korzpa Thl 37ech!...f Tak
TIOHUMar0, Thl TOXKe Oyiellb TPoKUBaTh B MUPOHUN?

— Ha. 51 )xuBy B 0JHOM M3 KOTTe/[)Keid, TTOCTPOEHHBIX Jijisi Pabounx U CJIyT,
Apus.

— To ecTb ThI XMBellb PALOM CO MHOM M YMYZPHJ/ICSI MHE He IOIacThCs Ha
I/71a3a? — C HaUurpaHHbIM HeroZ0BaHWeM BOCK/IMKHY/Ia [ieBYyIlIKa.

— Dto ycioBue Besmana. OH uyTh TO3Ke XOTes ToKa3aTh Tebe meHs. Korga
3aKOHUUTCS Heroroza.

— OTKyzia ThI 3Haelb?

— OH cka3san.

— MHe 10 cux TOp He BepuTcs, 4To Thl psagoM, JIluan! BejaH....q oueHuna
€ro IMOCTYIIOK.



— A mouemy rOBOpMIILIb C TPYCTBIO B rosioce? Thl Tak ¥ HE OTBETU/IAa HA MOU
BOIIPOC.

— Kakon?

— OrTBeTW/Ia /U Thl B3aUMHOCTBIO Ha ero uyBcTBa? Paspemmna mu cebe
ObITh cuacTvBoi! C TakuM uesloBeKOM, Kak BezaH, 3To mipocto! OH CUIBHBIN,
3a00T/IMBBIM. ..

— JInan! Ilpomry, He Hajo!...3To ciokHO. [laBaii 06 3TOM IIOrOBOpUM
3aBTpa, Cero/[Hsl BeUepoM Si...KOoe-uTo YTOUHIO /i/isi cebsi U TOrza MOroBOPUM I10
Jyliam, — perunia Apusi. — Thl ydllie CKaXkKu, T/ie Thbl )XKUBeIlb?

JIvaH omycTu/l rosioBy, 3aCMyIIaBLIWCh. JIMI[0 MOJIOZOTO YesoBeKa CTajio
TMYHILIOBBIM, OT NPWIbHYBILIEU K I[eKaM KPOBH.

— B 3TO0 C/10)KHO TI0BEPUTH, HO 51 )KUBY Y 2KaCMUH, — BBIZJOXHY/I OH Ha OJHOM
JbIXaHue.

Cropripyssl IPOJ0J/IKATUCH.

YcnbliliaB MM MipeAirosiaraeMou COMepHULIbl, ApUsi OTIIPSIHYJIA OT JIpyra U C
HeJJoyMeHHeM [I0CMOTpeJia Ha Hero.

— Kak y KacmuH? Thl UMeelllb B BUAY Ty [AEBYIIKY, CJy>KaHKy B HalleMm
fome?

Apus caMa He 3amMeTuJ/Ia, Kak oM BesaHa Ha3Basia U CBOMM.

JTvaH, He ycuzieB, BCTa/l U CTajl XOAUTh 10 KOMHATe, 3a/1aMbIBasi PyKU.

— Ha, 1a, uMeHHO TIpO Heé s1 ToBOpr0! Apws, OHA...., — OH U3/jal TOMHbIN
BbIZIOX. — fI He 3Ha0, 3a Kakue 3acayru boru nocianu mue eé! OHa OTKpbLIa 15
MeHsI COBEepIIeHHO HOBYH, HEBEPOSITHYIO >XU3Hb! JKU3Hb, rIe g MOry CTaTh
otiiom eé cbiHy! JKu3Hb, rme s mory Jiobuts! Ku3Hb, TIe s UyBCTBYHO CeOst
my>kunHoM! f Batobusics B Heé 6e30roBopoyHo!

Apus He 3Haja CMesiITbCS el WM iakath! Termepp OHa MOHSIa, TTOUEMY
’KacmuH n3berana eé u Opocana cTpaHHbIe B3I/Isiibl. BO3MOXKHO, OHa Tak ke
peBHOBaJa!

Apust UICKpPeHHe TIopajioBasiach 3a JIuaHa u XoTesa coobIuTL emy 00 3ToM,
KOTZja BCIIOMHW/IAa OHY HEMaJ/IOBa)KHYIO JieTalb.

— JIuaH, TIpOCTH, HO Kak Bbl...EC/M BBl )KHBeTe, Kak My U ’KeHa, TO Kak...

He cmoTpsi Ha O/iM3KHe OTHOIIIEHWe C MOJIOABIM Ye/IOBEKOM, WHTHUMHbBIE
BOIIPOCHI 00CY>KaTh ObLIO TPY/HO.

JIvaH TOHAJI, 0O yeM OHa XOTesja CrIpoCuTb. OH OIMYCTUWICS Ha KOPTOYKU
riepef; 1eByLLIKOU, U CHOBA 3aK/IFOUK/I €€ J1aJIOHH B CBOU.

— ThbI ke 3Haelllb, 1 yMaJl — 5 I0TepPsiH, Kak My>KurMHa. UTO HUYero He Mory.
YTo HU O/[HA KEHIIIMHA He 3aX0ueT >KUTh C FpoAuBbIM. OKa3anochk, 51 ryboKo
omrbancs. B cBoéM HeBelleHUU s U He TI0/I03peBajl, UYTO WHTHUMHAs CTOPOHA
JKU3HU MY>KUMHBI U JKEHI[MHA He 3aKaHUYMBAeTCS....HY...eCJId Y MY>XUUHbI HeT



T10JI0BOTO opraHa. EcTh ipyrye BO3MOXKHOCTH ZapUTh HaCIaXKIeHHe.

Apusi cpa3y ke BCIIOMHHIA, KaK BefaH nackan eé si3bikoM. CKopee BCero,
JInan umen B BUJY mofobHble acku. Ho oHa HM 3a uTO Ha cBeTe He Oyzer
yTOuHsITh! OHU U TaK 3aTPOHY/IM OUeHb I[eKOT/TUBYIO TEMY.

Oma 3ar/isiHy/1a B I71a3a JIPYTy U JIaCKOBO TTPOU3HeC/Ia:

— $1 ouenn, 6e3mepHO 3a Tebs paja....

— Apus, 1 Xouy TIPOM3HECTH 3TU C/I0BAa U B OTHOIIIEHUH Tebsl.

— JIuaH, 3aBTpa... MBI MIOrOBOPUM 3aBTpa....

Eciu 6p1 Apusi 3Hasa, uto OyzeT 3aBTpa, OHa Obl, BO3MOXKHO, HWHaue
rocTpousia Obl pa3roBOp CO CTAPUHHBIM JIPYTOM.

Beuepom Beznan Hamnuics.

He mpocCTOo BBINWI HECKO/ILKO O0KaIoB BHHA, OH C TPY/ZIOM CTOSL/T HA HOTax.

[puas nomoii, Apusi MoTbITaach Pa3bICKaTh €ro, HO CJIYTU COOOIIUIIH, UTO
MUIOpA, He Bo3Bpallasics. [To KpaiiHell Mepe, ero HUKTO He BUAe/. ApUs peliuuia
ero nogoxaark. IIpoxoaun uac, Apyrou, OH He BO3BpaILla/ICs.

CreMHesn0 paHO, KaK MW BCHO TOC/JeJHIOO Hefemo. Hexoporiee
nipeJuyBCTBUe OBiafesno Apueil. Uto-To Obulo He Tak.... BemaH He cTtan Ob
3a/1ep>KUBAThCS B HETIOTOAY, OH, KaK U OHa, CTapasiCs BePHYThCs U3 MUpOHUU 110
HacTyTieHus: TeMHOTHI. [a, fsi BegaHa TeMHOTa Obljia He TIOMEXOM, U BCE Ke. ..
Bcé xe...

Apusi 3a/1aMbIBajia PyKH U XOAuIa Mo 3aiy.

A moToM OHa yc/billana rpoxoT. OH JOHOCW/ICS CO CTOPOHBI BHHHOTO
norpeba. ITomobpaB 100Ky U 3aXBaTHB KaH/e/s10p, JeByIllKa yCTPeMHIach TyZa.
BbII0 HEMHOTO >KYTKO, HO OHAa 3Haja, UYTO HU OAWH BOp WM Pa300WHUK He
MIPDOHMKHET B TIOMecTbe. MupAbl He MO3BOJAT. bapAa U ellé HeCKOIbKO
KpbLIaTbIX COOAK MOCTOSTHHO OBLIU PSZIOM.

KakoBo ke ObLI0 yauBieHre ApUM, Korjla Ha KPYThIX CTYTIEHsSX, BeAYIIUX B
norpe0, oHa yBujena BenaHa ¢ OyThliKoM BUHA B pyKaxX. BHM3y cTymeHek, Ha
1osty, B 6ecriopsiike BajIsi/IMCh elllé He MeHblile TISTU Oy ThiIel.

— Began? — Apus 3acTblia Ha TIepBOM CTYTIEHMU.

My>KuriHa MOTHYJ/T TOJIOBOM, TIOCJIe Yero MaxHy/1 pykou. Momn, yuau.

OH fa)ke He TIOCMOTpesl B eé CTOPOHY, BMECTO 3TOrO TojHeC OyThbLIb K
rop/y ¥ Hauaj CHOBa MuThb. KpacHasi >KUJKOCTb CTeKaja Mo ToJ00pOAKY U
Tajiajia Ha pacrlaxHyThIi BOPOT pyOariku.

— Bepan, st Tebst icKasia, — CKa3asa Apusi U COIIlJIa BHU3 elllé Ha HeCKObKO



ctyneHed. OHa BrepBble Bu/ena BegaHa NbssHbIM, pacTepsisiach, U He 3Hasa, Kak
MpaBUBHO cebs BecTH. MHOTMe TibsiHble  MYKUMHBI ~ CTAHOBW/IHCh
arpecCUBHBIMU, U OHA VCKpPEHHe Hajesnach, YyTo BejjaH He OTHOCUTCH K HUX
YUCITY.

— Tel HUKOrZA...., — HauaJl OH TOBOPUTH, HO peLlIVB, YTO HeJ0CTaTOYHO
BBINTW/I, CHOBA CJiesiajl HeCKOJILKO KPYIHBIX IVIOTKOB, Y JIUILb TTI0TOM IIPOJOJIKUIL:
...Thl HUKOT/IA. ...He Oyzellib..0y../jelllb. . .Ha MeHsI TaK CMOTDETh....

Apust Haxmypuiack. M3 ero cymOypHOUM peun OHa MaJjio, UTO TOHs/Ia. 3aTo
TIOHsI/Ia ipyroe. BefaHa HeoOXOAUMO I0CTaBUTh /10 CMa/ibHU. XBaTUT eMY TUTh.

— BepnaH, aBatii st Te0si IPOBOXKY B CMa/bHIO.

— He...He...! — OH, mpopo/DKasi CUeTb K Hel CIUHOW, TOJAHSA/T K BepXy
yKasareJibHbIW T1ajiel] U KOMy-TO MOTPO3WJ, a TIOTOM CHOBA MPUHSIJICS 3a CBOE: —
Kak cmotperna...kak cmorpena... Ha mens!.. — Temepb OH TKHy/ MasjblieM B
cebss: — ... Hu pa3y! Hwuxkorma! Hu eawHoro pasza! A ero yBujena,
pa3ynbibanace!....Cockyunnacs! U B3risaz! ... Kakoit B3risazg!!....

Cnyiiasi TmbsiHble COKPYLUWTE/IbHbIE peud MY>KUUHbI, ApUs, KaXeTcs,
HauyuHasa ITI0HMMaTh, O UeM OH BeZeT peub. Ha Hero npoussesia BlieyarieHve eé
BcTpeua ¢ JluaHoMm. Apus ynbibHynack. Uto 3a miynocts! M cTouio ms-3a 3T0ro
MUTh!

— Bepnan, notiziem, npoiiy Tebsi! — oHa CIyCTWIach BHU3 U BCTaja 3a ero
criHOM. — Tebe Ha/l0 B KPOBATh.

Ycnbiuae npo KpoBarb, BefjlaH HaripArcst ¥ BbIIPSIMU CIMHY. bpocus Ha
Heé B3IVIs/, U3-3a IljIeyva.

—A...TBI?

—Uro a?

— ThI...J1sDKelIb B KpOBaTh?

BHe3anHo Apun 3aX0Te10Ch 3aCMeAThCS, U el C TPYZAOM YJaloCh CllepKaTh
3TOT 1NopbIB. Borpoc y Begana npo3Byuan efiBa jiv He pobko. M 3To roBopu/ TOT
MY)KUMHA, KOTODbIN [00UBasicsi €€ Ha TIPOTSDKeHUM HeCKONbKUX MecsieB!
[Mpuxoaun K Heli B nmomectbe! [IprKa3as BBICTPOUTH asljiero, YTOObI el y100HO
ObuIo Ty/ATH K 03epy! U HepBbI Tocmoxu Jlazepbl U3psiIHO MOTpernan CBOUMU
nipuka3amu! U TyT...HeXXHOCTb U poOOCTb. ..

— JIsiry, — KOPOTKO OTBeTW/Ia ApUsi U Y/IbIOHY/ACh.

My»xunHa 3amep.

— Upewm.

Apusi fymana, 4TO el MpUJeTcd roMoratb BemaHy, UTO OH He CMOXKeT
CTOsITh Ha Horax. He TyT-To 6bu10! OH MOAHSICS, W, YITUPAsCh PYKOUM B CTeHY,
CTaJl IOAHUMAaThCS.

'TOYHO Tax ke U M0 JoMY. JIUIIb CIIOTKHYJ/ICA [apy pa3 U IPSA3HO BbIPyrascs.



Ha Apuio oH He CMOTpeJ, TpaBja, MOCTOSSHHO OOpMOTas MpO B3I U
HeCIpaBe/lJIMBOCTb.

[IpaBaa, y>ke B CriajibHe pa3fieBajiCsi C TPYZIOM, MyTaJiCd B OfeXK/e U HUKaK
He MOT COBJ/Ia/IaTh C 3aCTe)KKaMH.

— [aBa¥i moMory, — CHOBa TpeAjioKuia Apusi, U He YAUBWIACh, KOTJa
yCJ/bliliazia B OTBET:

— He Hago...Cam....

[TbsiHOE YMPSMCTBO BBLI3BA/IO Y JAEBYIIKU Y/bIOKY. MHTepecHO, a KakuMm
peberkom Ob11 Beman? HaBepHoe, ¢ HUM C/afly He ObLIO. YuuWTesel, HaBepHsKa,
He CJIyLIAJICS U XYJTUTaHWUI MO TOJTHOM.

Apus 3acoMHeBasach, UTO MEXAY HHUMH HOYbI CeroJHd YTO-TO
npousouzser. WM B moATBepKIeHWM eé Mbicjied, BejaH, HakKOHeI-TO
CTIPaBUBLIMUCS CO IITaHAMM, TSDKE/IbIM I1aroM TOOIIET K KPOBAaTU U PyXHYJ/I Ha
Heeé.

— Apus...ThI TJ€. ..

CrioBa npo3ByvYa/iv Iyxo. Apusi moJolia K KpOBaTU U XOTeJla OTBETHUTh,
KOT/ja yC/blillana, Kak AbIXaHUe MY>XUWHbBI BEIDOBHSIOCh. OH yCHYII.

[TocTosSIB C MUHYTY OKOJIO KpOBaTd, ApuUs TOXe CTaja pasjeBaTbcs. He
Criellla pacCTerHysa IHYPOBKY Ha KOpceTe, U MO3BO/IW/IA TUIaTbI0 COCKOTb3HYTh
Ha 1o/1. [TepecTynuB yepe3 Hero, y)ke cobvpanach Mpu/eub Ha MOCTe/Ib, Korja
riepeJymasa.

CrneioM 3a niaTbeM MOC/Ie0Baia U COPOUYKA C MaHTaJIOHAMMU.

OHa ocTanach 0OHaKeHHOIA.

3abpaBIMCh Ha KpOBaTb, OHAa TIOTSHY/A IIOKPBIBA/I0 U TIpeXae ueM
YKPBITbCSI, YKpbUIa UM BepaHa.



I naBa 24

YTpoMm Apusi TIpOocHyjach ofHa. BezmaHa psiiom He Obuio. OOBIUHO OH
NOXKUIA/ICs, KOTZla OHa TIPOCHeTCs WM caMm Oyaun eé mouenyem. Apwus,
Heu3MeHHO, CMYyIlajiach, HO CerojHsl TOYYBCTBOBaia cebst obaesneHHoM. YTo
BUepa npowusouwio ¢ Beganom? IloueMy oH y111é/1, He MOrOBOPHYB C Heit?

[IpyKpBIBIIMCH TTOKPbIBA/IOM, ApHs COCKOJIb3HYJIa C KPOBaTH U IpOLIa B
COCeJHIOI0 KOMHAaTy, [/le HaxOAWIUCh yMbIBajJIbHble IIPUHA/JIEKHOCTH.
OnonocHyBIIUCH, ApHs MOCIIeLINUIa BHU3S.

Ha cepgiie 66110 TPEBOXKHO U TOCK/IWBO. []eBylllka C HEOXOTOM Mpr3Hasach,
YTO paccTpousach u3-3a yxofa Bepana. Eii xotenock yBuzeth ero. [lpuuewm,
OUYeHb CUJIBHO.

CnycTUBIIMCh BHM3 U TIPOWJAS B TOCTHMHYIO, OHa YyBuzena JKacmuH,
yOUparoIiyt0 CTONIOBbIE TIPEIMETHI.

— JKacmun, go6poe yTpo.

— Hobpoe yTpo, rocrioxa, — royioc 2KacMyH Mpo3Byuasl 3a’KaTo, U OHa CHOBa
ToCrenmaa OTBeCTH B3IVISAL.

Apusi XoTesla CKa3aTb, YTO €l He CTOUT MCIIbIThIBATH HEJOBKOCTh B eé
ob1iectBe, HO niepenymasa. Ceituac y Heé ObUIH fiesia TIOBaXKHee.

— I'me munopa Bezan? — Apust 3aMeTHIIa, UTO TapesiKu ObUTH TTO/TYITyCThI, TO
eCTh OH T03aBTpakasn be3 Heé.

HenpusiTHOe 4yBCTBO OOW/IbI 3ax/ieCTHY/O0 AeByliky. I[Touemy Benman He
pa3byaun eé u mo3aBTpakan Toxke 0Oe3 Heé? CTpaHHO W HeNpUSTHO. Apwus,
TIPUBBIKILIAS, YTO OH yJessieT el MaKCMMyM BHUMaHUS, He MOHWMasa, rouyemy
CeroJiHs OH YIIIEJI.

JKacmuH 3amepiia.

— TI'ocrioxka, mpocTuTe..., — JeByLlIKa BHe3alHO 3aMo/14aja, U Hexopollee
TpeuyBCTBUE 0XBAaTU/IO APUIO.

Ta mozol1a K C/1y>kKaHKe ¥ 0CTaHOBUJIACh B MeTpe OT Heé.

— I'oBopu!

— MHe TmpuKasanu MoiuaTh, HO §...., — B ma3ax KacmuH 3abnecrenu
CJIE3BL.

— Ma uro cnyuunoch! Ilouemy TebGe mpuWKasaiyd MomuaTh?! — Terepb

WUHTYULMs1 ApYUY KpUuajia O CJIyuMBILIeMCSI HecuacThe.

— C rop couum rpsi3eBble OMOJ3HU, — MpOLIENTana CAy)KaHKa U cfesnana
mar Hazaz. [leByllika BBIIVIsiZiesia UCIyraHHOW. HeoXkujiaHHO OHA TIOPBIBUCTO
nopbexxana K ApuM U ymana Ha KoneHu: — locroxka, mnoxanyiicral...



noykanyicra! caenaiite uto-HMOYAb...JInaH ¥ MUnopa.... Ouu Tam! OHM MOTYT
MOTUOHY Th!

— O ueM Tbl TOBOPHIIIL?..., — Yy Aprur 060pBasoCh Cepzie.

JInan u Besian MoryT moru6HyTh? UTO 3a HenernocTs?! ...

— Munopp 3aBTpakan, Korja npubexkan JlvaH, u cooOIIUI 06 OMOJ3HSX.
['psi3eBbIMK TOTOKaM{ HAKpbUIO HECKOJbKO am0apoB, B OJHOM, Kak pa3
HaxXO[W/IUCh W IIeHKW MHPJOB. My)KUMHBI T00e)Kaqu Tyja, Korja IIPUIILIO
V3BeCTHe, YTO COLLE elllé OZUH OIos3eHsb. ... ['ocrnoxka....OHu Tam.....

[ eByIl1Ka BCX/IUITHYJIA U 3a)Kajla POT PYKaMU, CZlep>KuBasi peifjauusi. Y Apuu
HOTY Ha/IWIKMCh CBUHIIOM, a B TojioBe OW/ach UL OHA MbIC/Ib: «EE My>KUMHbI
He MOTyT NOruOHyTh...He MoryT!»

I'psi3eBble OMO/I3HU 3TO Be/lb He TaK CTPALlHO? DTO He CHe)KHas JlaBUHa, He
V3BeprKeHUe BYy/IKaHa, 3TO TOJIbKO Ips3sk....I1paBaa?

Torza mouemMy Tak CU/ILHO HanyraHa JKacMuH?

— JKacmuH, HeMmemyieHHO BCcTaHb ¢ noja! He crymjai kpacku! S Toxe
OTIIPAaBJIAIOCH Tyza!

— I'ocrioxka, HoO....

Apus 6o5bllle HUUETO He CJIbIlIajia U HUKOTO He Buziesia. OHa copBaiach C
MecTa, Bbibe)kasa M3 [loMa JIMIlIb yCIeB 3axXBaTUTh Tuiail. Ha ynuile morofa
3aMEeTHO yXy[ALIWIack. IIOpeIBbI BeTpa YCWIMIMCh, MOPOCSIIUN JOX/b
TIPeBPATUJ/ICS B JIMBEHb, UITH ObLJI0O HEBO3MOXXHO, HOTH yTOTIA/IU B TPSI3H.

Heb60 06py111/10Ch Ha JIFOZIel C HOBOM CHIIOHN.

Apus He 3Haja, KyJja UMeHHO OeXaTb, 3Haja JIMIIb OJHO — OHA /I0/DKHA
Hautu Benana! [Jo/mkHa ygOCTOBEPUTHCS, UTO OH KUB U 370poB! UTO C HUM
HUYEro CTPALIHOrO0 He CJIyUYWI0Ch! 310 xe Muponus! Tyt Mupbi!

Ho HenocyliHoe miynoe cepzie He keJjajo MPUCIYLIMBATLCA K J0BOAAM
pasyma! OT ogHOM MbIC/IH, yTO Besian Mor nocrpazark, pacCyoK CXO4u/ € yma!

Bepnan cunbHbiii! JloBkuii! HatpenupoBanHbiii! OH He TioruOHeT!

Tonbko He ceiyac! He ceiuac, Korza oHa....

Korza oHa mnoHsiia — 4to?

['ne-To coBCeM psiOM IPOMBIXHYJ/I TPOM, U ApUsl CheXUack. Jla uto X 3T0
takoe! Korza Herorozia TacyOu nepectaHet OyiiCTBOBaTh?!

Apusi BOe>Kasla Ha TepPUTOPHIO [JIOJIMHBI M axHy/na. He cMoTpst Ha To, UTO
NBeHb 111e/T TJIOTHOM CTEeHOM, B Ila3a cpa3y Opocuiach OrpoMHasi ropa rpsisu,
Tam, rae MUpoHUs rpaHUunIIa C Iperopbem.

— boru!... — Teneps yxe Apusi 3a)kasia pOT PyKOU.

[ToTtok rpsis3n OOpyIIW/ICA Ha [AOMWHY W 3aBajijl HECKOTbKO ambapoB.
3aBanui Tak, UTO He BUAHO ObLIO Aake Kpbiu AomoB. Cuma cTuxuu Obina
TaKOBa, UTO el HEBO3MOXKHO ObIJI0 MPOTUBUTHLCS. HeCKOMbKO [eCATKOB MUP/IOB



KPYKWI0 Haji ambapamMu, HEKOTOpble W3 HHUX B Jafax Jep)kaad I[eHsT.
Pa3paBasicst rpOMKUM Jlal, pblUaHue U MOCKYy/IMBaHUe.

U He 6bL7I0 BUJHO HU OFHOTO UejioBeKa.

— Benan! — 3akpuyana Apus v mobekasia B CTOPOHY TOpP.

He ycriena oHa mipobekaTb U [1eCATOK METPOB, KakK IMOCKOJIb3HY/ach U
ynana. Cne3sl Opbi3HY/IM U3 ra3. Ho oHa yrmpsiMo pa3mMasajia uX IO JIULy U
HEeYKJIFOKe OHs/IaCh Ha HOT K.

— BepaH....

Ona xoTena fasnbliie Gexarb, KOrJia CUIbHAsi MYXCKasi pyKa CXBaTu/aa eé
YyTh BBIIIe JIOKTS U JiepHyna Ha cebs. Beman! BosiHa obGnerueHusi 3atoruia
AeBywiKy. OH »xuB! OH psgom! OH c Hel!

— Benan! — 3akpuuasna oHa 4, 00epHYBIIUCh. ...HaTOJIKHY/IaCh HAa CePAUTHIN
B3risi Mi6paruma.

MwuH1aneBU/IHbIe T71a3a HACTaBHUKA CBepPKai KPAaCHBIM OTHeM, Ty0Obl Obu1u
IIJIOTHO CXKaThl.

— Tel Kyga cobpanack? — pasfipakeHHO CIIPOCUJT OH, TIpPOfo/DKasi eé
y[epK1BaTh.

— W6parum, cnaBa boram, Bel TyT! IloMzaemre! Iloiigemre ckopee! Tam
Benan c JInanom! MIm HyxHa riomous! — Apus NOTsAHYy/1a MY>KUUHY B CTOPOHY
3aBajia. — Uto ke BbI cTouTe?! [la novigemTe xe!

— Mpb1 HUKyza He moizem! — peluMTesIbHO OTBETWI MY)KUKMHA U, CXBaTUB
JIeBYIIIKY 3a TIJIeud, JIeTOHBKO TPsixHy/. — Tebe Hesb3s 37ech HaxoauThcsi! JKuBo
B MOH J1oM!

— Het!!! — HeuesioBeueCcKUM ros10CoM 3akpuyasa Apus, U C163bl XJIbIHYIIU C
HOBOM cwior. — Bbl He nonumaete! Tam, Moz 3aBajamu Tpsi3U MOXKeT
HaxogauThcsi Beman! U mouemy Bbl TyT crouTe? BbI TMepBBIM JO/KHBI ObLIM
6pocuThcst moMorath Mupziam! OnHu xe....OHH Xe....

— IlosgHo uaTv K HUM! BCé koHueHO! — 3akpuyan B OTBeT MYJKUMHA,
TIBITAsICh TlePeKpHUYaTh PacKaThl FPOMa, KOTOphIe TIPUOIKaTUCh.

Bcé KoHueHo.....

[Ba cyioBa, KOTOpble pacCKaJeHHbIM CIJIaBOM BTOPIVIMCb B CO3HaHUe
JIeBYIIIKY, U BBepI/v eé B myuuHy Oe3ymus. OHa Jymasa, 4TO y)Ke HUKOrJa
BHOBB He UCIIbITaeT UyBCTBO TOJTHeHIIIero HeObITHsl, KOT/ia THEBHOW CBeT MepK U
60sib Obl/Ia HACTOMBKO CUJIBHOM, UTO CTAHOBU/IOCh HEBBIHOCHUMO [IBIILIATh.

Otkyna B3sach cuna — Apusa He 3Hasa. Ho oHa BbIpBasiacb U3 pyK
MbparvmMa u ctana OTCTyMaTh...TyJa...Ha3aj,...K HUM....K HEMY...

— Apusi! — BnacTHbINM OKpUK VMGparvmMa TOMbKO MOAX/IeCTHY/I 1€BYIIKY.

— He noaxopute Ko MHe...BHIL...Bbl....

— Beslan MoeTCst B MOel BaHHOU, JibsIBOJI BaC BCeX paszepu!



Apud He BOLIA B [IOM, OHa BOopBasachk. Kak /iBepb He cjeTesia C IeTeslb, He
NMOHATHO. MOparumM >KUa B TPOCTOPHOM OAHOSTaXXHOM [JIOMe, U TI03TOMY
JieByIliKa 6e3 Tpy/ia Halll/la BAHHYHO KOMHary.

Horwu He 11U14, OHU TIPOZIOJDKAU OeKaTh.

YBuzets ero! YnoCToBepuTcs, 4TO C HAM BCE B TOpsAKe. A fajbliie...ropu
BCé CMHUM IJ1aMeHeM!

CHauasia OHa yc/bliliasaa Ipsi3Hble pyrarebCTBa, II0TOM BCIUIECK BOZbL. JTU
3BYKU CUJ/IbHee TO/CTerHy/v AeByliKy. V1 B BAHHYIO KOMHATy OHa He BOpBasach,
OHa BJIeTesIa, KaK MaJIeHbKUM CMepu.

— Bepan! — B KOTOpBIM pa3 3a MOC/AeJHUM YaC BCKPUKHYy/IA Apus, U Kak
Obula, B TPSA3HOM OfieXkJe C TeperavykaHHbIM TesioM, Opocuiach K MYy>KUUHe,
KOTOpPbIM BCKOYWJI, YC/bIIIAB pEe3KUM IIyM OTKPBLIBAKOLIEWCS [JBEpU U
TOPOIUIUBBIE I1ATH.

OH mofymas, 4yTo CHOBa TpeOyeTCs TIOMOILb M TOTOB ObILT COpPBaThCS C
MecTa, Korja 6enokypasi ¢hypusi HajieTesla Ha Hero, KWHy/ach Ha TPy/ib H...CTaja
1[eJI0BaTh 11110, MbITasiCh 106paTbCs 710 ULIA.

— Bepan!...Bepnan!....— Apusi 3axnebbiBanach B cOOCTBeHHbIX cje3ax. OH
»KUBOM. TakoM pOJTHOM. .. TaKOM OIU3KUM. .. TaKOH eé...

— Apusa? — yausuics Bezmas, 1o nHepIjuy 00XBaThIBasi [I€BYIIKY 3a TajHIo.
OH CTOsI/T B OTPOMHOM M€eJJTHOM BaHHe, paCTePSIHHBIM M He TIOHUMAFOIIUH, UTO ero
KeHII[MHa fiesiaeT B fjoMe Mbparrma. OH Jja ueTKHe yKa3aHre He BbIyCKaThb eé
13 TIOMeCTbsl, HECKOJILKO pa3 MOBTOPUB, UTOOLI HOTU eé He ObLIO B I0/IMHE, TIOKA
OHU He CMPaBSTCS C MOCae/ICTBHEM pa30yliieBaBIlIeiiCs CTUXUU.

BMecTo TOro, uTOOBI UCMOMHUTL €ro yKa3aHus, OHa TpUMYanach K HeMy,
HadaHTa3upoOBaB caMoe Xy/lllee, Cy[s M0 eé 3arjakaHHOMY JIMLlY, ApOo’KalieMy
TeJly U TOMY C KaKWM >KapoM, BCXJIUIIbIBasi, UTO-TO Hepa3bopurBa GopMmoua,
1lesioBaja ero.

OHa-Taku [OTSHy/lach [0 ero Juvia, obxBaTuia pyKamu, W TIpWKaaach
XOJIOAHBIMHA MOKPBIMU I'ybaMu K ero rybam.

— Te1 Haniyran!....Hanyran mens!! — BeijoxHy/a oHa. — Kak ke Tbl Hamyras
MeHs. . ..

[Hasbliie nmocienoBano 10, Ha UTO BesiaH faxke He cMes1 HaZlesiTbCsl.

Apusi, ApOXal¥MMHM HEeNOC/AYILIHbIMU pPyKamMu TIPUHSJIACh pPa3BA3bIBaTh
LIIHYPKU Ha T1/1alle U Ha Kopcere.

— Ceituac....s ceituac.. ., — bopmoTasna oHa, Kak B Opefy.

— Apud?



Benau crosisi, 3amepes.

— ITogoxau. . .TI0A0XKAN HEMHOTO. ..., — a TIOTOM y»Ke rpoMmue: — /la riomMoru
Ke, pagy Bcex boruHb 1 ux mouepeii!

N Bepana toxe npopsaso. OH OAHUMM JBWXKEHUEM pa3opBasl IUlaTbe U
HIDKHee 6e/tbe ApUM, U OHA TOCTIEIHO TiepelarHysia uepe3 Kpaii BaHHBI M CHOBa
KUHYJ/IaCb K HEMY Ha Irpyb. MasieHbKas U XpyIKasi, OHa poykajia, TOUYHO JIUCT Ha
BeTpy. Ho eé r71a3a ropesiv CTpacTHBIM OTHEM, a T'yObI 00KUTa/IH.

[ToTom, BcmoMuHasi CBOE TOBefieHMe, ApUsi CDABHUT €ro C MpOpBaBLIEKCs
3aC/IOHKOUW, KOTOPYH) OTKPBUIM, W SMOLIMM, CTOJb [IOAT0 CAep>KHMBaeMble,
pBaHy/M HapyXKy. 1o, UTO MeXAy HHWMHU TIPOMCXOJWIO Jajiee, HUKAK He
aCCOLIMMPOBAIOCH C HEM MPeXKHEeN.

BenaH roaxBaTHI eé 110/ SrovIIbl, YTOOBI CH/IbHEe MpYyKaTh K cebe. Apusi
TOXKe >Kefasia ObITb, KaK MOXXHO Obke K HeMY, U CBOMMH TOPBIBUCTBIMU
JBWKEHUSIMU CIIPOBOLIMPOBAJIa UX MajjeHue.

OHu ymamd B BaHHY, BejgaHy B TMOQ/IeIHWM MOMEHT YAa/JI0Ch
TiepeBepHYThCS, U Y/I0KUTH ApHto Ha cebsi, yOepeub OT yzapa o Kpasi.

— BepaH....

— Apusi...MasblIlIKa. ...YTO Thl TBOPUILIb. ..

OH OblT CHM3Y, U KOrda ApusA TIpUHSAIACh TIOKPbIBaTb €ro  Teyio
TOPOIUIUBBIMU HEYMeJIbIMU TOLIeTysIMU, MY>KUKMHA TTOHSJI, UTO J0KAaJICI CBOETro
cuactbsi! UTo ero Apus crajia no-HacCTosilemy e2o....

— CMOTpH....CMOTPH KaK s Ha TeOsI CMOTPIO..., — CYZIOPOKHO OopmorTasia
JleByIlIKa, OTKUJbIBas TIPS MOKPBIX BOJIOC C jvlid. — H CMOTPIO TOJILKO Ha
TeOs1. ...Ha Tebs1, Oynb ThI He/aJeH. . ..

BepnaH, 710 cux mop He Bepsiiyii, uTo Apus criocobHa 6POCUTHLCS Ha HEro C
JKapKUMU MOLeTysIMU, 3aCMest/ICS.

— CMmorpro!

— W 3ano0MHU 3TOT B3IJIsif!

— 3aromH0. O6s13aTe/IbHO 3alIOMHIO. . .

[eBylika CHOBa MNPUHSA/IACh CyJOPOXXHO LieJIOBaTb MY)KUMHY, HO OH
riepexBaTy/ UHULIMATUBY. JIOBKUM [IBM)KEHUEM MPOCYHYJ/ PYKU 3a CIIUHY Apuy,
MPaKTUYEeCKU yCaJvB eé, MOTOM TIPUIIOJHS/I U OJHUM IUIaBHbIM /IBUKEHUEM
BOLLIEJI.

Apuu 3T0 ¥ Hajl0 OBLIO.

UyBCTBO HArOJHEHHOCTH.

W obneruenusi, UTO OH >XKMB, UTO OH C HEH, UTO OH B HEM....

Ho crouno Benany chenath mepBoe [JBWXKeHUe, e€ 3aTomnuja BOJIHA
TeIJI0Thl, KOTOpPasi CTPEMUTEILHO PAaCIIpOCTPaHsIach 1o Teny. I pyku My>KUMHbI
CKOJIb3HY/IU K MECTeuKy, paclloJIO)KeHHOMY UyTb HWXKe KosieHa. Tenma Apum



W30THYJ/IOCH, a C TyO COpBAJICS MepPBbIii CTOH yA0BOIbCTBUS.

CtoH ApuM NoJelCTBOBA/ HAa MY)KUMHY onbsiHstolle. Heyxenu. . . Hey>xenu
CBEPIIWJIOCh TO, K UeMy OH cTpemuics Oosiee AByx Hezmenb? Heyxkenn emy
CTOW/IO TIOABEPTHYTh >KU3Hb OMACHOCTH, UTOObI ApUs Hauala WCIbITHIBATH
yIoBoMbCTBHE? EC/u 3TO Tak, TO OH FOTOB PUCKOBATh XOTh KaXKAbIN JeHb! JIUIIb
Obl OHa Oblyla cyacTIvBa!

Apusi He TIOHHMMaJsa, YTO TTPOMCXO/UT, He TOHMMAaJla, UTO OHA Jle/laeT, HO
3Hajia Apyroe — el HeobxoauMo ObL10, uTOOB!I Bean aBurancs. JIBurasncsi B Hei.
YToObl OHa YYBCTBOBAJIAa CKOJIb)KEHHE UjieHa BHYTpU ceOsi!

N Bepan papurasncsg. beictpo u moiiHo. Boja mieckasnack uepe3 Kpau
BaHHbI, HO HUKTO W3 MOJIOZBIX JIIOZiel He oOpaillajl BHUMaHUsS Ha YUMHEHHOe
6e3o006pasue.

BBepx...BHU3...BBepX...BHUS...

Benan okai 6epa Apu, yruBasiCh €€ CTOHAMH, KOTOPbIe CTAaHOBU/TUCH BCE
rpomue. OHa He cJiep>KuBaa cedsi, U eé CTOHBI OBLIH /1T MY)KUMHBI JTyUIllei
MY3bIKOM.

Apus apoxkana. Bcem teniom. [lynbcaiiyisi BHyTpY KUBOTA IOCTHUI/IA arioresl.

B3pbiB. CwibHbIE W OOXKHUraromuid. 3acTaBUBILINN APHIO BBITSIHYTHCS
CTPYHOM U TOPTAaHHO BCKPUKHYTh.

— Be-gaH....

My>kurHa c/iesiaj mocaeiHee, camoe TyboKoe ABMXKeHHe U U3/ CeMsl.

— 51 mro6tto Tebs1, MasIbIIIKa, KaK JKe CU/ILHO s TeOs 00IIIo. ..

OH npmxarn Apoxkaiiiee Tesio Apuu K cebe.

OHa, YTKHYBILMCh JTMI[OM B MY>XCKYIO T'PY/Ib, TIOflyMana: «5 Toxe....»

Ho ckaxkeT 0oHa 00 TOM UyTh TIO3XKE.



IIIUJIOT

— 51 e 6ynmy menath OTO 6e3 Kapoooo! — Apusi BIjenuIach PyKamMH B
KeJIe3HYI0 CITUHKY KpPOBaTH Y MPUKYCHU/IA 10 KPOBH HIDKHIOIO TY0Y.

— 41 ybeto 3TOoro Mupga! — BenaH, He BbIIEP)KaB, yZapuia KyJIakKOM I10
creHe. — CoOcTBeHHOpPYUHO npuyiny! Yauutoxy! ['ne oH muisercs?

Bpar umnepatopa AppOHHH He CTECHSUICS B BhIpakeHUsIX. OH MeTasIcs 110
KOPH/IOPY, TOUHO 3ariepThiii B K/IETKE 3BepPb, M PbIUajl Ha KaXKJOr0, KTO IMPOXO/HII
MHMO.

Ero >keHIIMHA poykasia, KprWdaja OT POZIOBBIX Oosieil, a eé mupp Oeran
HETIOHATHO I/e.

Apusi BOuna cebe B rosioBy, uTO pa3 OHa 3abepemeHesia Giarojgapsi Maruu
MUPZIOB, TO U POXKaTh OyZIeT TONBKO, KOTZa psifioM OyzeT HaxoauThes eé Kapo. A
TOT C yTpa ybexxas Kyja-To, U BCE.

Korza Apust Hauasia poxkathb, Befan cpa3y ke otripaBui bapzay Ha moncku
Kapo, u Terepp MpoIaid y)Ke [ABa MHpZa. BenaH, HepBHUYAas W, pyrasch,
TIPO/I0/IKA/ U3MEPATh KOPU/IOP IIIMPOKUMH I1araMHu.

W3 crianbHM, re pokana Apusi, pa3fajcs eIné OAuH MPOTSHKHBIA KPHUK, U
OfTHOBpeMeHHO BeiaH yc/ibiiian ObICTPhIM TOMOT OeryIux Jiarl.

Kapo BbIpOC OrPOMHBIM TE€MHO-CEPBIM MHUPJIOM C KBaJIpaTHOM MOPJOH H
KPYITHBIM TOPCOM. YBH/IEB MeuyIiilerocsi BefaHa oH 3acKy/iul, TIPOCS TIPOILeHHe,
Y Cpa3y pUHY/ICS B KOMHATy K ApPHHU.

Kpuku ctuxnm.

TummHa felicTBoBasia Ha BezaHa emé Oosbinie yrHetaroie. [Touemy He
JNOHOCHUTCSI HA OZITHOTO 3ByKa? UTO MPOMCXOJWT 3a TJIOTHO 3aKPBLITOM /IBEPHIO?
OH ObI TIpeTioues ceifuac HaXOAUTLCS C ApreH, iep)KaTth eé 3a PyKy, uToObl OHa
YyBCTBOBAJa, UTO OH PSI/IOM.

— MyXurMHaM HeJb3s, — TBEpPZAO 3asBUa IIOBUTyXa M PEIIUTEIbHO
3aXJIOIHY/Ia Beph repe] BegaHom.

Heckosibko YacoB, uTo poXkasa Apwusi, TOKas3aauch Bemany azom. He
crniacasna fake bapja, mackaroriasicst K Hemy.

— Tlonumaernb, el GosbHO....BombHO! A s Kjsics, uTO OHa OosbIie
HUKOT/Ia He UCTIbITaeT 0oJH. ...

Korma pa3gancss Kpuk MiajieHrla, BesaH He BbIJiep)KaJl M BOPBajCs B
KOMHaTy. Apws jie)kajia Ha KpPOBaTH, TI0 IIleKaM CTPYWIHCh Cjie3bl 00/ieryeHus u



PajloCTU. YBUZIEB MY>Ka, OHa y/IbIOHY/IACh.

— BegaH...cracu6o0. . .cracubo tebe. ..

OH KMHY/ICSL K CBOeM JKeHILMHe U yIiajl Ha KOJIeHU T1epe/ KpOBaThlo.

— O ueM ThI TOBOPHINL? ITO 51 OyAy KaK/Abli ZieHb OsarogapuTth boros 3a
TO, UTO OHU MO3BOJIU/IM HaM ObITh BMeCTe.

OH oKan eé pyKy Y TTOKPBUI MOL[eTySIMHU.

— Muwunopz, y Bac manbuvk. ChbIH.

— MOXHO? ...— rosioC My>K4MHbI JPOTHYII.

— Koneuno.

[ToButyxa oOmbisa pebeHKa U 3aresieHana. YIbIOHYBIINCh, OHA MPOTSHY/IA
pebeHka oTily. TOT OCTOPOXKHO B35/ TIMINAIIMI CBEPTOK M CHOBAa BEPHY/CS K
KpPOBaTH.

— Jlal...nau 1 Ha Hero MOCMOTPRO, — TTOTMPOCH/Ia Apus.

Eil 1o cux Top He BepW/IOCh, UTO OHAa CMOI/a 3abepeMeHeTb U POAUTH
pebeHKa.

O GepemenHoctu el coobiquna Kacmud. OHu ¢ BemaHoMm, Kak 0OBIUHO
TIOY>KWHA/IA, MY>KUKHA BHIIIIe/T TIPOBEPUTDb, KaK YCTPOUIMCh BHOBb MPUOBIBIIIME
pabouue, Apusi 3afiepKanach B rocTUHON. 2KacMuH ybupara co ctosa u bpocana
Ha X0351MKy HaCTOPO)KeHHbIe B3IVIs/bI.

— JKacmuH, 4uto Cayuywnoce? — crpocusia Apus, 3aMeTUB €€ B3IVIs/JbL.
Cny»kaHKa OKa3asiach poOKOI1 /IeBYIITKOM, U pe/IKO KOT/la 3aroBapyBasia repBoii.

— l'ocnioyka, BBI IPOCTUTE MO0 HAIVIOCTh. Sl MOHKWMAr0, YTO BMEIIMBaKCh He
B CBOM /[lefla....HO Bbl Obl OCTOpOXKHEe C TMHUIleH, cofep)Kailleli OCTpbie
TIPUIIPABHI. ... MaJiblllly HaBpeJUTb MOXETe. ...

Apus cTOsizIa y OKHa U JitoOOBasiach 3akaToM. B mepBoe MrHOBeHUe OHa He
TOHS/Ia, O 4yeM roBoputT KacMuH. A KOrja CMBIC/ CKa3aHHOrO TPOHUK B eé
CO3HaHWe, OHa Pe3KO pa3BepHYyJ/ach U YCTaBU/IaCh Ha /IeBYIIIKY.

— YT0...4TO ThI TaKOE TOBOPHUILIb.....

’KacMuH B3[IpOrHysia U OIyCTH/Ia FOJIOBY.

— Emé pa3 npocture MeHns, rocrioxxa. Ho 51 3ameTnna usMeHeHus1 B BallleM
Tese....y BaC IPy/[b YBeJIUUYN/IacCh, L[BeT JIMLla U3MEHW/ICS, U KyLlaTb COJIEHOTO Bbl
ctanu 6onbiie. ... >keHCKUX [THel y Bac HeT....

— JKacmun, ThI!..., — Hauasa OBLIO TOBOPUTH ApHS, TIOTOM DPe3KO
3aMoJ1yasa, 3akaB poT J1aZJOLIKoM. M yepe3 MrHoBeHHe KpUKHYy/a: — BezaH!

U1 noberkana UCKaTh CBOETO MY)KUHHY....

’KacmuH okasanace npaBa. Ha ciepyromert 1eHb Apus He CMOI7Ia BCTaTh C
KpPOBATH U3-3a CUIbHOW TOIIHOTHI. OHa Obula GepemeHHa..... Kapo, mpocyHyB
MOOOMBITHYH0 MOPAALIKY B IBEPb, TPOMKO 3a1asi/l ¥ KUHY/CS K AeBylike. C TOro
[JHS1 LL{eHOK MUP/ja TI0CEeJIU/ICS B UX JIOMe.



U BoT, ciycTs1 AeBATh MecsilieB, Apusi pa3poAu/iach MpeKpacHbIM 3/I0POBbIM
MaJIbIIIOM, KOTOPOrO Cerluyac HeyMeso MpuK/iaAbiBasa K rpygd. Cné3 oHa He
caepxxuBasa. [ToBuTyxa v rnomoraroljye el >KeHIUHbI YU, 0CTaBUB MOJIOZBIX
pPOJIUTEJIEN OJJHUX.

Beman cuzien Ha Kpalo KpoBaTu U Habmrofman 3a Apueil U pebGeHKOM.
Marbiii, MOMOPUIMBIINCE, TKHY/ICS B TPyAb Marepu, U UyTb-UyTb NPUOTKPHLI
)KaJJHbI! POTHK.

— Bepan, s cMorna poguth, — BCE elllé He Beps B CBeplLUMBLIeeCs 4y/io,
pacTepsiHHbIM TO/I0COM CKa3zasia Apusi. — Kak Tbl MHe u obetar....Cracubo
Tebe! Cracubo....

— Apus, niepectanb, npoiy Tebs!!! — y Benana 3amnepiuuno B ropie. OH
cam C TPYZAOM CZiep>KUBasl C1é3bl. — My>KUMHaM TIPUHATO 0/1aro[japyuTh XKeHIUHY
3a mofapeHHoro pebeHKa, a Thl BTOpPOW pa3 yxke Omarojapuilib MeHsl. JTO
Cynbba. BocripyuHumaii 3To, Kak 1ojjapok boros.

Apus yabIOHYMaCh APOXKAIIUMU TyOamu.

— A Kak ThI lymMaellib, y Hac OygyT eIé qeTku?

Y Bepana cepjue 3aiemMu0 OT HelepefaBaeMOM HEXHOCTA K CBOeu
KeHl[uHe. Ho ecsin OH Jiyman, 4TO ero yke HMYero He CMOXKeT pacTporarb
CuibHee, TO OH OIIMOCH.

[ToToMy 4TO yC/bIIIaA TUXOE:

— Kak ke 51 BaC CUsibHO H00/TH0, MOU IOPOTHE MY>KUMHBI. . ..

UyTh T1O3Ke, KOrZAa HOBOPOXKAEHHbIM MaJbIlll CAaJKO IOocCanbiBajl B
KpOBaTKe, Apus yC/iblllasa, Kak 3a OKHOM TOAHSICS BeTep U Haya/ICs JOXK/Ib.

OHa HaurpaHHO I'POMKO 3aCTOHaJ/Ia U HaTsgHY/1a TIOKPbIBAI0 Ha TOJIOBY.

— BepiaH, TO/IbKO He TOBOPH, UTO CHOBA HauMHaeTCs Heroroza Tacyou.

Benan 3acmestyics 1 MOTSIHYJT 3@ APYTOW Kpal MOKpbIBasa.

— Apus, 3a OKHOM OCeHb!

— He nmro6mo goxau. He mro6mo!

— 4 3Hato0.

BefaH 0CTOPOXXHO JIET PSIZIOM Y TIPUTSIHYJT ZIEBYIIIKY K ce0e.

— Apus, criu, 5TO BCEro JIUIIb BeTep U JOXK/b. . .

Apusi, y100HO YCTPOUBIIIMCH Ha TJIede MY)KUMHBI, PUKPbLIA T71a3a.

OueHb CKOPO OHA YC/BIIIUT TOMOT MaJIeHbKHUX HOXEK.

Terepb OHa TOUHO 3Hajia, UTO MEeUThI UMEIOT 0COOEHHOCTh COBIBATHCS!
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